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SECRETARY  OF  THE   INTERIOR. 


Dbpartmbnt  of  the  Interior, 

November  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit,  for  your  consideration,  the  annual 
report  of  this  department,  with  the  reports  of  the  several  bureaus 
and  institutions  which  by  law  are  placed  under  its  supervision. 

It  is  a  source  of  gratification  that,  while  the  social  and  commercial 
relations  of  the  people  have  been  greatly  deranged  by  the  civil  war 
which  rebellion  has  forced  upon  the  country,  in  most  of  the  loyal 
States  the  great  interests  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce have  been  well  sustained,  and  have  returned  remunerating 
profits  for  the  capital  and  labor  invested  in  them. 

The  several  reports  which  are  herewith  transmitted  exhibit,  iu 
detail,  the  operations  in  the  several  branches  of  the  public  service 
which  are  placed  under  the  charge  of  this  department. 

GENERAL  LAND    OFFICE. 

The  demand  for  the  public  lands  has  continued  to  decline  since  my 
last  report.  The  sales  for  cash  have  not  produced  a  sum  sufficient  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  our  land  system. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1861,  there  were  surveyed  and  ready 
for  sale  134,218,330.89  acres.  From  that  date  until  September  30, 
1862,   there  have  been  surveyed  3,135,067.41  acres. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  and  the  first  quarter 
of  the  current  fiscal  year,  there  were  sold  for  casl^  154,258.65  acres, 
producing  $I37,47fi  26.  During  the  same  period  712,055.77  acres 
have  been  located  with  bounty  land  warrants;  1,133,898.92  acres 
have  been  certified  under  railroad  grants  made  by  Congress;  and 
24,316.09  acres  have  been  certified  to  different  States  as  swamplands. 
The  aggregate  amount  thus  disposed  of  was  2,024,529.43  acres, 
leaving,  of  surve^^ed  lands  ready  for  sale  on  the  30th  of  September^ 
1862,  135,328,868.84  acres. 

Under  the  bounty  land  laws  of  1847,  1850,  1852,  and  1855,  there 
were  issued,  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1862,  537,471  warrants, 
covering  58,876,430  acres  of  land.  Of  these,  there  were  jutstand- 
ing  and  unsatisfied,  September,  30,  1862,  65,913  warrants,  covering 
7,123,380  acres. 
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The  necessary  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  act 
approved  May  20,  1862,  '*to  secure  homesteafds  to  actual  settlers  on 
the  public  domain,"  and  eveiry  facility  contemplated  by  the  law  will 
be  afforded  to  those  who  may  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  its  provi- 
sions  after  the  1st  of  January  next. 

The  estimates  for  surveys  submitted  by  the  General  Land  0£Sce 
for  the  last  as  well  as  the  present  year  are  much  less  than  usual. 
The  large  amount  of  lands  already  in  market,  and  the  constantly 
diminishing  sales,  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  this  course.  The 
law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  requiring  the  cost  of  sur- 
veys of  private  land  claims  in  California  and  New  Mexico  to  be  paid 
by  the  claimants,  will  save  to  the  treasury  a  large  amount.  The 
government  paid  for  such  surveys,  before  the  passage  of  that  law, 
$178,769  09,  while  the  entire  benefit  enured  to  the  claimants. 

The  public  lands  for  agricultural  purposes  can  no  longer  be  looked 
to  as  a  source  of  revenue.  The  inducements  to  settlements  presented 
by  the  homestead  law  will  preclude  extended  sales  for  cash.  The 
pine  lands  of  the  north  will  be  purchased  for  the  timber  they  supply, 
but  these  will  be  paid  for  mainly  with  warrants  and  the  various  land 
scrip  which  has  heretofore  been  issued,  or  is  authorized  under  exist- 
ing  laws.  The  amount  of  cash  which  will  be  hereafter  received  on 
purchases  made  either  for  the  timber  or  cultivation  will  pay  but  a 
small  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  our  land  system. 

The  extensive  mineral  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  although 
containing  inexhaustible  mines  of  wealth,  have  heretofore  been  wholly 
unproductive  as  a  source  of  revenue.  The  products  of  these  mines 
have  increased  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  but  the 
direct  profits  upon  their  production  have  been  enjoyed  exclusively  by 
those  who  have  been  engaged  in  mining  them.  It  has  become  a  grave 
question,  to  be  determined  by  Congress,  whether  this  policy  shall  be 
longer  continued,  or  whether  these  vast  mines  of  wealth  shall  not  be 
made  available  to  aid  in  liquidating  our  national  debt,  so  far  as  this 
may  be  done  without  injustice  to  the  enterprising  men  who  are  work- 
ing them.  The  great  auriferous  region  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
western  portion  of  the  continent,  extends  from  31^  30'  north  latitude 
to  the  49°,  and  from  100°  of  longitude  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  embracing 
portions  of  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah, 
Nevada,  Californiai  Oregon,  and  Washington,  and  covering  an  area 
of  more  than  a  million  square  miles.  • 

This  vast  region  is  traversed  by  extensive  ranges  of  mountains, 
which  are  literally  stocked  with  minerals,  gold  and  silver  being  inter- 
spersed in  profusion,  and  daily  brought  to  light  by  new  discoveries. 
The  precious  metals  are  found  imbedded  in  mountains  and  in  rich 
washings,  marking  the  pathways  of  rivers  and  floods.  The  silver 
mines  of  Nevada  and  New  Mexico  promise  a  production  greater  than 
that  of  any  other  portion  of  the  world.  The  discoveries  of  gold  in 
the  Colorado  or  southern  portion  of  California,  and  in  the  region 
stretching  thence  up  to  and  north  of  the  Salmon  river,  in  the  Terri- 
tor}"^  of  Washington,  are  stimulating  the  mining  enterprise  of  that 
region  beyond  all  former  precedent. 
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Before  the  discovery  of  the  gold  of  Californis^  the  annual  produc- 
tion of  gold  in  all  parts  of  the  world  did  not  exceed  an  average  of 
eighteen  millions.  The  present  annual  production  in  California  is 
estimated  to  average  seventy  millions.  The  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  0£Bce,  after  extensive  inquiry  from  all  available  sources 
of  information,  estimates  the  production  of  gold  the  present  year 
from  the  whole  region  of  country  before  described  at  one  hundred 
millions.  If  an  amount  of  labor  relatively  equal  to  that  expended 
in  California  had  been  applied  to  the  gold  fields  already  known  to 
exist  outside  of  that  State,  it  is  believed  that  the  production  of  this 
year,  including  that  of  California,  would  have  exceeded  four  hundred 
millions. 

Our  rapidly  increasing  public  debt  demands  a  resort  to  every  avail- 
able source  of  revenue.  The  mineral  lands  of  the  public  domain  are 
the  property  of  the  whole  people,  and  justice,  as  well  as  sound 
policy,  requires  that  they  should  be  used  as  a  means  of  relieving 
them,  to  some  extent,  from  the  burdens  of  taxation. 

Several  modes  have  been  suggested  for  making  these  lands  pro- 
ductive to  the  government.  The  granting  of  leases  by  the  gov- 
ernment, the  collection  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
mines,  and  the  absolute  sale  of  the  land,  in  small  lots,  have  each  been 
advocated.  It  has  been  estimated  that  at  least  $500,000,000  could 
be  realized  by  the  sale  of  them  in  one-acre  lots,  after  granting  to 
those  who  are  now  engaged  in  mining  a  clear  title,  without  cost,  to 
the  lands  they  occupy.  It  will  be  for  Congress  to  determine  which, 
if  either  of  these  systems  shall  be  adopted.    • 

It  is  due  to  those  who  are  now  engaged  in  mining  that  their  in- 
terests, and  the  capital  they  have  invested,  should  receive  a  proper 
degree  of  protection. 

I  invite  attention  to  the  able  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Oeneral  Land  Office  upon  this  subject,  and  the  information  which, 
with  much  labor,  he  has  collected  in  relation  to  the  mineral  lands. 

Coal. — Besides  the  precious  metals  which  exist  in  such  large  quan- 
tities, extensive  coal  fields  have  been  discovered,  many  of  which  are 
accessible  by  navigable  streams.  Our  vessels  in  the  Pacific  are  now 
supplied  with  coal  purchased  in  Pennsylvania  and  shipped  to  San 
Francisco  and  other  points  on  the  Pacific  coast.  The  cost  of  the  coal, 
with  the  freight  and  expense  of  loading  and  unloading  at  those  points, 
amounts  to  nearly,  if  not  quite,  twenty  dollars  per  ton.  While  the 
government  is  paying  so  large  a  price  for  coal,  extensive  coal  mines 
are  found  to  exist  on  the  public  lands  within  forty  miles  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  within  five  miles  of  the  Joaquin  river,  which  is  navigable 
with  vessels  of  a  large  class. 

These  mines  are  styled  the  ** Mount  Diablo  coal  mines.''  It  is  re- 
presented that  the  principal  vein  is  located  about  one  mile  east  from 
Mount  Diablo,  in  a  low  range  of  hills;  thence,  running  east,  six  miles; 
thence,  with  the  course  of  the  hills,  due  south,  twelve  miles.  As  far 
as  prospected,  the  vein  appears  to  be  about  five  feet  in  thickness. 
The  coal  is  being  taken  out  in  large  quantities,  and  is  readily  sold  at 
twelve  dollars  per  ton. 
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From  these  minea  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  the  Pacific 
can  be  fully  supplied  with  coal  at  the  cost  of  mining  and  transporting 
it  to  San  Francisco.  It  is  hoped  that  the  attention  of  Congress  will 
be  early  given  to  this  subject,  and  that  such  legislation  will  be 
adopted  as  will  secure  an  ample  supply  for  the  use  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  a  fair  compensation  for  the  coal  which  may  be  taken  for 
private  use. 

9  ' 

PUBLIC  LANDS  OP  TEXAS. 

By  the  joint  resolution  of  March  1,  1845,  annexing  Texas  to  the- 
United  States,  the  State  was  allowed  to  retain  her  public  lands  as  a 
fund  to  pay  her  debts.  Notwithstanding  the  express  stipulation  in 
that  resolution,  that  the  United  States  should  in  no  event  assume  the 
payment  of  any  portion  of  the  debts  of  Texas,  the  demands  of  her 
<jreditors  were  persistently  pressed  upon  Congress,  upon  various  pre- 
texts, until  Congress,  by  the  act  of  September  9,  1850,  agreed  to 
pay  the  sum  of  $10,000,000,  which  was  subsequently  paid. 

The  liberality  of  the  United  States  has  met  with  no  other  return 
than  treason  and  insurrection,  and  the  robbery  of  the  property  for 
which  the  government  had  paid  a  full  consideration.  The  considera- 
tion was  paid,  too,  after  an  express  stipulation  in  the  compact  of  .an- 
nexation, that  the  property  should  be  ceded  to  the  United  States 
without  any  other  consideration  than  the  privilege  of  being  admitted 
as  one  of  the  States  of  the  confederacy. 

A  large  portion  of  the  public  lands  of  Texas  remains  unsold.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  quantity  is  equal  to  100,000,000  of  acres.  They 
are  among  the  best  agricultural  lands  of  the  State.  These  lands  are 
a  proper  subject  of  confiscation.  The  people  of  the  State,  by  their 
treason,  have  forfeited  all  right  to  them.  In  no  State  has  treason 
been  more  rampant  and  defiant,  more  cruel  and  bloody,  than  in  Texas. 
In  no  State  have  loyal  citizens  been  persecuted  with  more  rancor  and 
hatred  than  there.  These  lands  being  the  property  of  the  whole 
people  of  Texas,  cannot  be  reached,  as  the  property  of  individuals, 
under  the  several  acts  of  Congress  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion, but  may  be  confiscated  to  the  United  States  by  an  act  of  Congress. 

It  is  recommended  that  an  act  shall  be  passed,  declaring  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  Texas  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and  placing  them 
under  the  operation  of  the  homestead  law.  They  will  then  be  set- 
tled by  a  loyal  and  industrious  population,  which  will  rapidly  de- 
velope  the  great  natural  resources  of  the  State,  and  furnish  a  guar- 
antee against  treason  in  the  future. 

INDIAN  APPAIR8. 

The  administration  of  the  business  of  the  Indian  bureau  has  been 
attended  with  unusual  difficulties  during  the  past  year.  Most  of  the 
Indian  tribes  with  which  treaties  have  been  made  (excepting  the 
tribes  in  Kansas)  have  manifested  a  restless  and  turbulent  spirit, 
developed,  in  many  instances,  into  open  hostilities. 

The  Indian  country  south  of  Kansas,  inhabited  by  the  Chorokees, 
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Cbickasaws,  Choctaws,  and  Seminoles,  was  occupied  by  the  insur- 
gents very  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  war.  The  Indians, 
overawed  by  a  strong  military  force  in  their  midst,  and  seeing  no 
prospect  of  aid  or  protection  from  the  troops  of  the  United  States, 
renounced  their  allegiance  to  the  federal  government,  and  made  treaties 
with  the  insurgent  government.  By  those  treaties  that  government 
agreed  to  pay  them  the  same  amount  of  annuities  which  they  had 
previously  received  from  the  United  States,  and  there  is  good  reason 
to  believe  that  one  or  more  of  the  instalments  have  been  paid.  A 
large  number  of  the  Indians  were  organized  into  regiments  and 
placed  in  the  insurgent  army.  A  portion  of  them,  who  refused  to 
participate  in  this  insurrectionary  movement,  attempted  to  resist  it 
by  force,  but  after  two  or  three  engagements  were  driven  from  the 
country. 

About  seven  thousand,  including  women  and  children,  fled  to  Kan- 
sas. They  were  driven  out  during  the  last  winter,  and  having  no^ 
shelter  to  protect  them  from  the  weather,  and  being  very  indiflfereutly 
supplied  with  clothing,  they  were  exposed  to  extreme  suflFering,  and 
many  of  them  perished  from  cold.  They  were  destitute  of  food,  and 
must  have  died  from  starvation  if  subsistence  had  not  been  furnished 
to  them  by  the  Indian  bureau.  During. the  last  spring  three  regi- 
ments of  the  refugee  Indians  were  organized  under  the  directions  of 
the  War  Department,  with  the  expectation  that  they  would  be  sent 
to  the  Indian  country,  and  be  aided  by  such  additional  forces  as  would 
be  sufficient  to  protect  them  in  their  homes.  They  have  since  been 
detailed  for  military  duties  in  some  other  portion  of  the  country.  In 
the  meantime  the  women  and  children  still  remain  in  Kansas,  and  are 
subsisted  from  the  annuities  due  to  the  insurrectionary  tribes,  under 
treaty  stipulations. 

The  principal  chief  of  the  Cherokees  has  visited  Washington  for 
the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  restore  the  former  relation  of  the 
nation  to  the  United  States,  He  insists  that  they  have  been  guilty  of 
no  voluntary  disloyalty,  and  that  what  they  have  done  they  did  under 
the  pressure  of  superior  force,  which  they  were  unable  to  resist.  The 
future  relations  of  these  tribes  to  the  government  should  be  deter- 
mined by  Congress. 

In  the  month  of  August  last  the  Sioux  Indians  in  Minnesota  most 
unexpectedly  commenced  hostilities  against  the  white  settlers  in  their 
vicinity,  and  prosecuted  them  with  a  degree  of  cruelty  and  barbarity 
scarcely  paralleled  by  any  acts  of  Indian  warfare  since  the  first  set- 
tlement of  this  country.  Men,  women,  and  helpless  children  were  in- 
discriminately slaughtered.  Women  were  violated  in  the  presence  of 
their  husbands  and  parents,  and  subsequently  murdered ;  houses  were 
burned,  and  every  species  of  property  destroyed  or  stolen.  A  large 
extent  of  country,  in  an  advanced  stage  of  improvement,  was  rendered 
utterly  desolate.  It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  lives  destroyed 
by  the  savages  is  not  less  than  800.  This  outbreak  was  so  sudden 
and  unexpected  that  the  settlers  were  taken  by  surprise,  and  were 
found  without  the  means  of  resistance  or  defence.  No  effectual  check 
could  be  given  to  the  Indians  until  a  force  of  two  thoosaad  meO}  under 
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the  command  of  General  H.  H.  Sibley,  was  sent  from  St.  Paul,  the 
capital  of  the  State.  The  Indians  were  defeated  by  Oeneral  Sibley, 
in  two  or  three  engagements,  and  finally  dieperBed. 

The  Sioux  Indians  are  connected  with  kindred  tribes,  extending 
from  the  Mississippi  river,  and  bordering  upon  the  British  possessions, 
to  the  Bocky  mountains.  The  various  tribes,  united,  can  bring  into  the 
field  ten  thousand  warriors.  They  are  supplied  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition to  a  considerable  extent.  They  have  it  in  their  power  to  inflict 
great  injury  upon  the  white  settlements  throughout  that  whole  region ; 
and,  without  the  presence  of  a  large  military  force,  may  entirely  de- 
stroy them.  Their  proximity  to  the  British  possessions  would  enable 
them  to  escape  pursuit  by  crossing  the  line,  where  our  troops  could 
not  follow  them. 

The  press  has  announced  that  the  Indian  war  is  ended.  It  is  true 
that  active  warfare,  in  the  field,  has  ceased,  and  the  Indians  are 
unable  to  resist  the  organized  troops  of  the  government ;  but  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  break  up  all  the  white  settlements  and 
depopulate  an  extensive  region  of  country,  unless  a  large  military  force 
shall  be  kept  there. 

The  causes  of  the  Indian  hostilities  in  Minnesota  have  been  a  sub- 
ject of  much  discussion.  After  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  data 
which  the  Indian  bureau  has  been  able  to  obtain,  bearing  upon  the 
causes  which  produced  the  immediate  outbreak,  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  chief  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  insurrection  of  the  southern 
States. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  1862,  honorable  J.  B.  Giddings,  United 
States  consul  general  in  Canada,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  which  he  said  :  *^  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  recent 
outbreak  of  the  Chippewa  Indians  in  the  northwest  has  resulted 
from  the  efforts  of  secession  agents,  operating  through  Canadian 
Indians  and  fur  traders.  To  what  extent  citizens  of  Canada  are 
involved  I  am  unable  to  say.'' 

This  statement  is  confirmed  by  information  obtained  from  other 
sources. 

As  early  as  the  Sth  of  August  last,  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs  in  Utah  wrote  to  the  Commissioner  of  .Indian  Affairs  that 
several  prominent  chiefs  were  endeavoring  to  effect  a  general  rising 
of  'the  tribes  in  that  region,  to  exterminate  the  white  settlers. 

On  the  26th  of  August  the  agent  of  the  overland  mail  company 
telegraphed  the  Postmaster  General  that  ''general  war  with  nearly 
all  the  tribes  of  Indians  east  of  the  Missouri  river  is  close  at  hand .' ' 

The  evidence  of  a  general  hostile  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians  was  so  strong  that  this  department  considered  it  proper  to 
instruct  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  publish  an  advertise- 
ment,  warning  the  public  of  the  dangers  likely  to  be  encountered  on 
the  overland  route  to  the  Pacific. 

Rev.  P.  J.  De  Smet,  an  intelligent  Catholic  priest,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  September  Sth,  stated: 
^*  Whilst  in  the  upper  plains  of  the  Missouri  river  last  June  and  July, 
at  Fort  Barthold,  among  the  Gros  Ventres,  the  Bicareea  and  Man- 
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dans,  at  Port  Union,  among  the  Assinaboines,  and  at  Port  Benton; 
among  the  Blackfeet  Indiana,  I  heard  it  frequently  stated  by  Ameri- 
can traders  that  the  Indians  of  the  plains  had  been  greatly  tampered 
with  by  the  English  traders  along  the  boundary  line,  and  expected 
to  assist  them  in  the  then  expected  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States.  This  excitement  took  place  when  the  news 
reached  the  upper  country  of  the  difficulties  created  between  the  two 
countries  by  the  arrest  of  Slidell  and  Mason.  A  great  number  of 
Indians  of  the  various  tribes  had  been  induced  to  come  and  trade 
their  furs  on  the  British  side  of  the  line,  and  were  promised  that  they 
would  be  provided,  in  due  time,  with  all  that  was  necessary  to  expel 
the  Americans  from  their  Indian  country." 

It  is  alleged  by  persons  who  were  present  at  the  attack  upon  Port 
Ridgely  by  the  Sioux  that  orders  were  heard  distinctly  given  in 
English,  and  repeated  in  the  Sioux  language.  The  movements  and 
attacks  of  the  Indians,  it  is  said,  indicated  the  presence  and  guidance 
of  persons  familiar  with  the  mode  of  civilized  warfare. 

For  some  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  hostilities  emis- 
saries were  sent  through  the  several  tribes,  with  the  wampum,  to 
incite  them  to  a  general  attack  upon  the  white  settlements.  It  is  a 
significant  fact  that  United  States  soldiers,  who  were  made  prisoners 
by  the  confederate  forces,  were  compelled  to  sign  a  parole,  con- 
taining a  stipulation  that  they  should  not  engage  in  service  against 
Indians. 

Many  of  the  Indians  were  dissatisfied  with  the  treaties  by  which 
they  had  agreed  to  part  with  their  lands.  They  complained  that 
they  had  been  deprived  of  their  hunting  grounds  and  of  the  means 
of  subsistence.  They  also  complained  of  alleged  frauds  on  the  part 
of  Indian  agents  and  traders,  some  of  which  may  have  been  well 
founded,  but  many  were  doubtless  groundless.  These  complaints 
were  aggravated  and  increase's  by  insidious  and  false  representations 
made  by  traders  whose  licenses  had  been  revoked,  and  who  were 
smarting  under  the  deprivation  of  the  profits  they  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  make  from  their  traffic  with  the  Indians.  These  causes 
combined  had  for  some  time  tended  to  produce  a  spirit  of  discontent 
and  insubordination  in  the  Indians. 

The  representation  through  southern  emissaries  that  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  had  been  defeated  in  several  battles,  and  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  was  destroyed  and  would  be  unable 
to  resist  thei6,  suggested  the  time  as  favorable  for  an  effort  to  recover 
their  lands  and  to  gratify  their  desire  for  vengeance  upon  the  whites. 

Bat  although  the  Indians  had  been  Tor  a  long  time  harboring  hos- 
tile designs,  and  providing  arms  and  ammunition,  the  settlers  in  their 
vicinity,  unsuspecting  of  danger,  had  made  no  provision  for  defence, 
and  were  wholly  unprepared  for  the  attack.  It  is  alleged  that  the 
onslaught  upon  the  whites  was  precipitated  earlier  than  was  intended, 
by  a  sudden  raid  of  a  band  of  four  Sioux.  These  men  in  roaming 
through  the  country  obtained  some  whiskey  from  a  white  man,  and, 
becoming  intoxicated,  engaged  in  a  controversy  about  their  compara- 
tive bravery,  when  they  agreed  that  the  one  who  should  first  kill  a 
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white  man  should  be  regarded  as  the  bravest.  They  soon  afterwards 
attacked  and  killed  several  white  men  whom  they  met.  They  then 
fled  to  their  village  and  reported  what  Had  occurred.  Little  Crow, 
the  principal  chief,  and  his  band,  expecting  retaliation  by  the  whites 
for  this  outrage,  determined  immediately  to  commence  the  attack 
they  had  long  been  contemplating. 

The  next  morning,  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred 
Indians,  headed  by  Little  Crow,  proceeded  to  the  agency  and  en- 
gaged in  an  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  all  the  whites  they  could  find. 
They  continued  their  attacks  upon  the  white  settlements  with  the  ut- 
most ferocity,  until  they  were  defeated  by  the  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Sibley. 

The  Chippewas,  although  they  have  committed  no  hostilities  be- 
yond the  plunder  and  destruction  of  some  property,  have  for  some 
time  past  manifested  a  spirit  of  discontent,  and  assumed  a  threaten- 
ing attitude.  Charges  of  fraud  were  made  by  the  chiefs  against  the 
United  States  agent  for  the  tribe.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  inves- 
tigate these  charges,  and  ascertain  whether  they  are  well-founded. 
Very  soon  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  agent  left  the 
reservation  greatly  excited  and  alarmed,  and  committed  suicide. 

The  Winnebagoes  have  been  charged  with  manifesting  hostile  in- 
tentions. It  is  alleged  that  some  of  their  tribe  were  found  in  arms 
with  the  Sioux,  but  no  evidence  has  been  discovered  calculated  to  im- 
plicate the  tribe.  The  most  of  them  have  remained  quietly  on  their 
reservation  during  the  war. 

The  condition  of  affairs  produced  by  these  Indian  hostilities  de- 
mands of  Congress  prompt  legislation.  The  people  of  Minnesota 
have  suffered  irreparable  injuries.  Large  settlements  have  been  de- 
populated, and  numerous  families  have  been  destroyed.  The  loss  of 
life  is  beyond  the  power  of  Congress  to  compensate.  The  destruc- 
tion of  property  has  been  very  great,  and  the  sufferers  are  entitled 
to  indemnity,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  property  held  by  the  gov- 
ernment in  trust  for  the  tribe.  No  examination  has  yet  been  made 
from  which  the  extent  of  the  pecuniary  loss  can  be  ascertained.  The 
mode  and  measure  of  indemnity  must  be  determined  by  Congress. 

But  the  people  of  Minnesota  ask  not  only  indemnity  for  the  de- 
struction of  their  property,  but  they  insist  upon  guarantees  of  future 
protection.  This,  they  think,  can  be  obtained  only  by  the  removal 
of  the  Indians  to  some  point  so  remote  &om  the  settlements  as  to  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  another  attack.  No  promises  of  forbearance 
and  future  good  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  can  allay  their 
fears.  It  is  apparent  that  while  they  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
settlements  they  have  desolated  those  settlements  cannot  be  repeo- 
pled.  The  treacherv  and  cruelty  of  the  recent  attack  upon  a  con- 
fiding  and  unBuspecting  people,  involving  helpless  women  and  chiL 
dren  in  indiscriminate  slaughter,  forbids  the  indulgence  of  confidence 
in  the  future. 

/It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  the  government  has  not  adopted 
a  mistaken  policy  in  regarding  the  Indian  tribes  as  quasi-independent 
nations,  and  making  treaties  with  them  for  the  purchase  of  the  lands 
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they  claim  to  own.  They  have  none  of  the  elements  of  nationality  ; 
they  are  within  the  limits  of  the  recognized  authority  of  the  United 
States  and  must  be  subject  to  its  control.  The  rapid  progress  of  civil- 
ization upon  this  continent  will  not  permit  the  lands  which  are  re- 
quired for  cultivation  to  be  surrendered  to  savage  tribes  for  hunting 
grounds.  Indeed,  whatever  may  be  the  theory,  the  government  has 
always  demanded  the  removal  of  the  Indians  when  their  lands  were 
required  for  agricultural  purposes  by  advancing  settlements.  Al- 
though the  consent  of  the  Indians  has  been  obtained  in  the  form  of 
treaties,  it  is  well  known  that  they  have  yielded  to  a  necessity  which 
they  could  not  resist. 

The  admission  of  their  right  to  the  lands  and  of  the  necessity  of 
their  consent  to  a  cession  has  given  them  a  feeling  of  independence, 
and  fostered  a  desire  for  vengeance  for  every  supposed  violation  of 
their  rights.  They  are  exacting  in  their  demands  for  the  fulfilment 
of  treaty  stipulations,  as  they  construe  them,  or  as  they  are  inter- 
preted by  dishonest  and  designing  persons,  who  are  interested  in  fo- 
menting their  discontents,  and  they  seek  revenge  upon  the  govern- 
ment for  real  or  imaginary  wrongs  by  the  slaughter  of  women  and 
children. 

The  duty  of  the  government  to  protect  the  Indians  and  prevent 
their  suffering  for  the  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life  should  be  fully 
recognized.  They  should'  be  taught  to  earn  their  subsistence  by 
kbor,  and  be  instructed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  The  govern- 
ment should  designate  the  place  where  they  shall  reside  and  afford 
them  protection  in  the  lands  which  are  assigned  to  them  for  a  home, 
and  furnish  them  with  such  aid  as,  with  the  fruits  of  their  own  labor, 
will  afford  them  an  adequate  support.  They  should  be  taught  to  rely 
on  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  a  subsistence,  and  that  they  can 
become  independent  only  through  their  industry. 

Kansas  Indians. — The  people  of  Kansas  are  very  earnest  in  the  ex- 
pression of  their  wishes  for  the  transfer  of  the  Indian  tribes  within 
that  State  to  the  Indian  country  on  the  south. 

The  presence  of  Indians  in  such  great  numbers,  occupying  a  large 
portion  of  the  best  lands  of  the  State,  retards  the  progress  of  the 
Stato  in  population  and  improvement.  The  close  proximity  of  the 
Indians  to  the  white  settlements  affords  facilities  for  illegal  inter- 
course and  traflSc  which  it  is  found  impossible  to  prevent  entirely.  As 
a  consequence,  the  Indians  are  encouraged  in  habits  of  idleness  and 
dissipation,  and  are  despoiled  of  their  money  and  property.  Their 
removal  would  undoubtedly  result  in  advantage  to  both  races. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  compel  them  to  remove  against  their  wishes. 
A  large  portion  of  them  have  expressed  a  desire  to  be  removed  to 
the  Indian  country  south,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  several  tribes 
will  readily  enter  into  treaties  for  the  removal  of  those  who  desire  to 
be  transferred.  Portions  of  the  different  tribes  have  made  such  pro- 
gress in  civilization  that  they  can  now  cultivate  their  lands  and  earn 
their  subsistence.  These  would  remain  and  become  citizens  of  the 
State  and  subject  to  its  laws. 

While  the  people  of  Kansas  and  the  Indians  would  be  benefited 
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by  this  change,  it  would  result  in  benefit  to  the  government,  by 
diminishing  the  expenses  now  annually  incurred.  Instead  of  employ* 
ing  one  agent  for  each  of  the  tribes,  one  competent  agent  could 
supervise  the  business  of  all  of  them.  That  portion  of  the  lands  now 
held  by  Ihe  Indians  in  Kansas,  which  may^be  rightfully  claimed  fty 
those  who  will  be  willing  to  remove,  may  be  sold  for  a  larger  sum 
than  will  be  required  to  purchase  all  the  lands  they  will  need  in  the 
Indian  country.  , 

Ccdifomia  Indians. — A  provision  in  one  of  the  appropriation  bills 
of  tBe  last  session  of  Congress  directed  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  Indian  reservations  in  that  State  to  two,  to  designate 
the  proper  places  for  them,  and  the  probable  cost  and  the  value  of 
the  present  reservations ;  also  in  what  manner  the  expenses  of  the 
Indian  department  in  that  State  can  be  diminished. 

The  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  adjournment  of  Congress  has 
been  too  brief  to  enable  the  department  to  obtain  the  information 
required;  and  I  can  only  present  at  this  time  some  general  sugges- 
tions. 

There  are  now  two  superintendents  in  California,  one  having 
charge  of  the  Indians  in  the  northern  and  the  other  of  those  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  State.  Both  keep  their  offices  at  San  Francisco. 
I  am  unable  to  perceive  any  advantage  from  this  system  of  double 
superintendencies  in  a  single  State.  By  -placing  the  supervision  of 
all  the  Indians  in  the  State  in  the  control  of  one  superintendent,  the 
salary  of  one  of  them,  with  the  expense  of  clerks  and  other  em- 
ployes, office  rent,  &c.,  'may  be  saved,  while  a  uniform  system  of 
management,  under  one  controlling  head,  would  be  calculated  to  lessen 
the  expenses  of  the  general  administration  throughout  the  State. 

No  treaties  have  been  made  with  any  of  the  tribes  in  California. 
The  government  has  assigned  to  them  reservations,  and  made  appro- 
priations to  aid  in  their  support.  It  is  expedient,  in  my  judgment,  to 
continue  this  policy. 

The  superintendent  of  the  northern  district  reports  to  the  com- 
missioner that  there  is  no  one  available  location  in  that  district  of  suf- 
ficient extent  to  affi)rd  a  home  to  all  the  Indians.  He  recommends 
the  sale  of  the  present  reservations  and  the  purchase  of  two  others. 
No  report  has  been  received  from  the  superintendent  of  the  southern 
•district  in  relation  to  the  subjects  referred  to  in  the  act  of  Congress. 
I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  a  system  for  the  government  and  sup- 
port of  the  Indians  in  California  may  be  adopted,  which  will  diminish 
the  present  expenses,  while  the  Indians  will  be  greatly  benefitted* 
The  length  of  time  required  for  the  transmission  of  the  mails  has  made 
it  impossible  to  obtain  such  information  as  is  necessary  to  present  the 
necessary  details  at  the  present  time. 

The  object  can,  in  my  judgment,  be  best  accomplished  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  board  of  commissioners,  to  consist  of  three  persons, 
who  shall  make  a  personal  examination  of  the  country,  and  select 
stntable  locations  for  the  residence  of  the  Indians,  and  have  authority 
to  purchase  such  claims  or  individual  rights  as  may  interfere  with 
their  occupation. 
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Considerable  difficulty  has  been  created  in  Colorado  and  Washing- 
ton with  the  tribes  in  those  Territories  by  the  great  increase  of 
immigration,  attracted  by  newly  discovered  gold  mines.  The  Indi- 
ans claim  that  the  land  belongs  to  them,  while  the  miners,  in  search 
of  new  veins,  are  disposed  to  pay  but  little  respect  to  their  claims. 
A  sufficient  extent  of  country  should  be  assigned  to  the  Indians,  and 
they  should  be  protected  in  its  enjoyment. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  many  serious  difficulties  grow  out  of  the 
practice  of  permitting  traders  to  sell  goods  and  other  property  to  the 
Indians  on  credit.  The  profits  which  are  made  by  the  traders  mfght 
be  saved  for  the  Indians.  It  seems  to  me  expedient  for  Congress  to 
provide  by  law  for  the  purchase  of  such  goods,  agricultural  imple- 
ments, stock,  and  other  articles  as  the  Indians  need,  to  be  paid  for 
from  the  sums  provided  by  treaties  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians.  These 
should  be  placed  in  charge  of  a  storekeeper,  under  the  control  of  the 
agent,  and  should  be  delivered  to  the  Indians  as  their  necessities  may 
require,  charging  them  only  their  cost  and  transportation.  All  con- 
tracts with  them  should  be  prohibited,  and  all  promises  or  obligations 
made  by  them  should  be  declared  void.  A  radical  change  in  the 
mode  of  treatment  of  the  Indians  should,  in  my  judgment,  be 
adopted.  Instead  of  being  treated  as  independent  nations  they 
should  be  regarded  as  wards  of  the  government,  entitled  to  its  foster- 
ing care  and  protection.  Suitable  districts  of  country  should  be 
assigned  to  them  for  their  homes,  and  the  government  should  supply 
them,  through  its  own  agents,  with  such  articles  as  they  use,  until  they 
can  be  instructed  to  earn  their  subsistence  by  their  labor. 

PATENT  OFFICE. 

The  business  of  this  bureau  has  exhibited  increased  activity  the 
past  year.  During  the  year  from  October  1,  1861,  to  September  30, 
18C[2,  there  were  received  5,302  applications  for  patents,  of  which 
3,522  were  granted.  In  the  same  time  811  caveats  were  filed,  and 
29  applications  for  extensions  were  received,  of  which  18  were 
granted.  Seven  hundred  patents  remain  in  the  office  awaiting  the 
pajrment  of  the  fee  which  is  due  on  delivery.  The  law  specifies  no 
time  within  which  patents  must  be  taken  from  the  office.  This  causes 
a  large  accumulation  for  an  indefinite  period.  The  law  should  be 
amended  in  such  manner  as  to  require  the  applicants  to  take  the 
patents  and  pay  the  fees  within  a  specified  time ;  or,  upon  failure  to 
do  so,  to  forfeit  their  right  to  the  patent,  as  well  as  the  fees  paid. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  patent  fund  on  the 
Ist  of  October,  1861,  was  $16,750  27.  From  that  date  until  October 
1,  1862,  there  were  received  in  payment  of  patent  fees  $163,405  34; 
appropriated  by  Congress,  $50,855  49.  During  the  same  period  there 
was  expended  $182,853  89,  leaving  to  the  credit  of  the  patent  fund 
on  the  Ist  of  October,  1862,  $48,157  21. 

The  large  model  rooms  of  the  Patent  Office  have  been  for  son» 
time  past  occupied  as  a  hospital  for  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  They 
are  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose,  being  very  commodious  and 
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well  ventilated.  They  contain  at  this  time  over  800  patients.  The 
use  of  these  rooms  for  hospital  purposes  has  been  the  cause  of  much 
inconvenience  to  the  Patent  OfBce,  and  to  every  other  bureau  in  the 
department.  This  inconvenience  has,  however,  been  cheerfully  sub- 
mitted to,  in  view  of  the  benefits  conferred  upon  the  suffering  soldiers. 

The  Commissioner  has  asked  for  an  appropriation  for  putting  up 
model  cases  in  the  north  wing,  and  for  additional  improvements  in 
the  large  hall  in  the  south  wing.  These  improvements  are  demanded 
by  the  increasing  business  of  the  office,  and  the  application  of  the 
Cooamissioner  is  commended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. 

A  balance  of  |5,720  04  has  been  found  due  to  Henry  S.  Davis  for  the 
erection  of  model  cases  in  the  west  wing. 

The  balance  of  appropriation  made  for  that  object,  and  which  was 
sufficient  to  meet  this  demand,  was  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  he  now  applied.  An  appropriation  to  meet  the 
claim,  which  is  justly  due,  is  respectfully  recommended. 

PENSIONS. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  presents  in  detail  the 
operations  of  the  Pension  bureau  during  the  past  year. 

The  number  of  pensioners  of  every  class  in  the  loyal  States  on  the 
30th  June,  1862,  was  8,159,  requiring  the  sura  of  $752,711  71  to  pay 
their  pensions.  The  amount  actually  paid  the  past  year,  including 
expenses  of  agencies  and  arrears  of  pensions,  was  $782,161  41. 

It  is  ascertained,  from  the  latest  information,  that  there  were 
2,073  pensioners  in  the  disloyal  States,  whose  pensions  amounted  to 
$168,364  98.  The  entire  amount  of  pensions  paid  in  those  States,  in 
1861,  accounted  for,  was  $8,223  35. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  there  remained  in  the  hands  of 
pension  agents  in  the  disloyal  States  $23,627  56.  Of  this  sum 
$15,535  29  have  been  properly  accounted  for  at  different  points 
taken  and  held  by  the  federal  forces  at  which  pension  agencies  wero 
located. 

An  examination  of  the  statistics  furnished  by  the  records  of  the 
Pension  Office  shows  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  pensioners,  since 
1861,  of  477.  The  aggregate  payments  in  that  year  to  pensioner? 
was  $1,072,461  55.  For  the  present  year  the  amount  due  to  pen- 
sioners is  $790,384  76,  being  $282,077  79  less  than  was  paid  the 
previous  year. 

The  number  of  bounty-land  warrants  issued  in  1861  was  5,341, 
granting  834,720  acres.  For  the  present  year  but  1,636  warranto 
were  issued,  granting  257,860  acres,  being  a  decrease  of  3,705  war« 
rants,  and  of  576, 860  acres  of  land. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  there  have  been  granted 
for  naval  and  military  services  65, 801,862  acres  of  the  public  domain, 
which,  if  estimated  at  $1  25  per  acre,  amounts  to  $82,257,327  50; 
and  the  aggregate  amount  of  money  expended  by  the  government  in 
the  payment  of  army  and  navy  pensions,  since  its  organization,  is 
ascertained  to  be  $90,668,521  06. 
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The  general  pension  act  passed  by  Congress  at  its  last  session,  and 
approved  on  the  14th  July,  1862,  has  largely  increased  the  business 
of  the  Pension  Office,  and  will  add  materially  to  the  expenditures  on 
behalf  of  the  pension  list.  The  law  embraces  in  its  terms  every 
branch  of  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  since 
the  4th  March,  1861,  and  humanely  provides  for  two  classes  of  pen- 
sioners hitherto  not  recognized,  viz :  mothers  and  sisters,  dependent 
for  support  upon  officers  or  soldiers,  and  the  pensions  to  disabled 
seamen,  and  to  widows  and  minor  children  of  persons  in  both  the 
army  and  navy,  are  increased. 

The  Commissioner  states  that  ^*  these  facts,  in  addition  to  the  con- 
t^ideration  of  the  great  numbers  now  employed  in  the  army  and  navy, 
have  led  to  apprehensions,  in  some  quarters,  of  an  extravagant,  if  not 
insupportable,  annual  burden  resulting  from  this  law,  in  itself  cer- 
tainly no  more  liberal  than  simple  justice  demands  towards  the  armed 
defenders  of  the  country  in  this  day  of  trial.  From  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  data  upon  which  estimates  may  be  based,  it  is  my  con- 
viction— always  supposing  the  results  of  the  war  to  be  commensurate 
with  what  may  reasonably  be  expected  from  the  means  employed — 
that  the  total  annual  sum  required  to  carry  out  this  law  will  in  no 
year  exceed  $7,000,000.'' 

Tho  number  of  applications  for  army  invalid  pensions  under  this 
act  was,  to  November  16,  4,411.     The  number  of  applications  of 
widows  (army)  under  this  law  to  the  same  date  was  5,161;  of  mothers, 
901;  of  mipor  children,  20;  and  of  sisters,  10. 

In  the  navy  branch  there  were  filed  previous  to  November  16,  163 
applications  for  invalid  pensions,  116  for  widows,  20  for  mothers,  and 
3  in  behalf  of  minor  children.  Making  the  total  number  of  applica- 
tions growing  out  of  the  present  war  10,804. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  pension  act  of  July  14,  1862,  made  it 
the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  to  designate  physicians 
and  surgeons  to  make  biennial  examinations  of  pensioners,  as  required 
by  the  act  of  March  3,  1869,  and  Vlso  to  examine  applicants  for  in- 
valid pensions  under  the  late  act.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty 
the  Commissioner  has  selected  persons  in  the  various  States  with  ref- 
erence to  their  professional  skill  and  integrity  of  character.  It  is 
believed  that  the  benefits  designed  by  this  provision  of  the  law  will 
be  fully  realized,  and  the  greatly  augmented  labors  imposed  upon  the 
Pension  bureau  will  be  performed  with  little  difficulty  if  the  zealous 
co-operation  of  these  officers  is  obtained. 

The  act  of  July  14,  1862,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  special 
agent  of  the  Pension  Office  to  assist  in  the  detection  of  frauds  against 
the  pension  laws,  omitted  to  make  appropriation  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  service  required  by  the  law,  and  I  have  there- 
fore submitted  an  estimate  of  the  amount  that  will  be  necessary  for 
that  purpose. 

The  Commissioner  alludes  to  '*  certain  erroneous  impressions  which 
have  prevailed  in  some  quarters"  of  the  existence  of  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  ready  transaction  of.  business  in  the  prosecution  of  just 
claims  for  pensions;  and  that  officer  clearly  explains,  for  the  informa- 
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tion  of  all  parties,  the  forms  prescribed  for  the  convenience  of  appli- 
cants under  the  various  pension  laws,  and  shows  that  any  one  of  or- 
dinary intelligence  can,  by  following  the  instructions  of  the  bureau, 
secure  the  admission  of  his  claim  without  difficulty. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  prescribing  a  mode 
of  authenticating  pension  claims,  which  shall  be  sufficiently  liberal  to 
claimants,  and,  at  the  same  time  protect  the  government  against 
frauds. 

To  require  all  applications  to  be  authenticated  before  a  court  of 
record  causes  much  trouble,  and,  in  many  cases,  unreasonable  expense 
to  the  applicants.  If  the  authentication  before  any  person  author- 
ized to  administer  oaths  shall  be  admitted  as  sufficient,  experience 
has  demonstrated  that  the  government  is  exposed  to  gross  frauds. 
Large  sums  have  been  obtained  from  the  treasury  upon  fraudulent 
certificates  of  justices  of  the  peace  and  notaries. 

To  remedy  these  evils,  it  is  recommended  that  the  department  be 
authorized  to  appoint  pension  commissiouers,  who  shall  be  authorized 
to  receive  applications,  administer  the  necessary  oaths,  and  certify 
the  papers  to  the  Pension  Office,  lender  proper  regulations.  The 
commissioners  should  receive  from  the  applicants  reasonable  fees  for 
their  services,  and  the  pension  certificates  should  be  forwarded  to 
them  to  be  delivered  to  the  pensioners.  A  commissioner  may  be 
appointed  in  each  county  where  it  is  probable  any  applicants  for 
pensions  reside. 

The  adoption,  of  a  system  like  this  would  protect  applicants  for 
pensions  from  the  unjust  charges  which,  in  many  cases,  are  now  made 
by  agents  and  attorneys. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  invited  to*  the  accompanying  able 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

THE  EIGHTH  GENBUB. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  state^  that  the  taking  of  the  census  had 
been  completed,  and  that  the  returns  were  being  tabulated  aa  fast  as 
circumstances  would  admit.  Since  that  period  I  communicated  to 
Congress,  at  the  last  session,  a  report  of  the  Superintendent,  which 
embraced  a  narrative  account  of  the  progress  and  condition  of  our 
population,  agriculture,  manufactures,  internal  improvements,  bank- 
ing institutions,  <&c.,  <&c.,  illustrative  of  the  tabular  statements  which 
accompanied  the  report,  and  of  others  not  ready  for  publication. 

In  pursuance  of  resolutions  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  respect- 
ively, this  report  has  been  printed,  and  appears  to  have  been  favor- 
ably received.  The  work  in  its  now  detailed  form  is  being  prepared 
with  all  the  rapidity  consistent  with  correctness,  an^  it  will  devolve 
upon  Congress  to  direct  its  publication  in  such  manner  as  to  insure 
its  greatest  utility.  Much  of  the  work  is  now  ready  for  the  press, 
and  no  pains  will  be  spared  to  have  the  whole  completed  at  the 
earliest  moment  possible. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  country  it  is  difficult  to  state  what 
sum  may  be  required  to  complete  payments  to  the  marshals  and  as- 
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eistants,  or  such  ofth  em  as  should  be  compensated,  and  to  complete 
the  work.  There  remains  due  and  unpaid  to  marshals  and  assistants 
the  sum  of  $223,980,  being  for  the  most  part  due  officers  in  the 
insarrectioDary  States,  and  which  was  withheld  on  account  of  the 
known  disloyalty  of  some,  the  uncertainty  which  existed  respecting 
others,  and  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  the  information  necessary  to 
enable  the  Superintendent  to  arrive  at  satisfactory  conclusions. 

The  expenses  of  compiling  the  census  have  been  increased  by  the 
demands  which  have  been  made  by  other  departments  for  clerical 
assistance,  and  the  calls  for  information  by  Congress  and  the  depart- 
ments, which  have,  at  times,  necessarily  diverted  many  clerks  on  the 
census  from  their  ordinary  duties.  While  the  law  of  February  22, 
1862,  makes  this  office,  in  a  measure,  subordinate  to  the  War  De- 
partment, for  which  it  has  performed  much  service,  it  has  seen  proper 
to  assign  a  portion  of  its  clerks,  in  moments  of  pressure,  to  other 
branches  of  government.  For  these  reasons,  and  on  account  of  the 
great  increase  of  population  and  number  of  farms,  enlarged  area, 
multiplied  manufactures,  and  augmentation  of  numerous  other  inter- 
ests, all  involving  increased  expenditure  under  the  law,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  make  some  additional  appropriation  to  complete  the 
compilation  of  the  census,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  the  sum  of 
$50,000  as  requisite  for  that  purpose,  leaving  it  to  Congress  hereafter 
to  provide  for  the  claims  of  the  census  takers  in  the  insurrectionary 
States. 

On  this  service,  at  the  present  time,  one  hundred  and  ten  persons 
are  employed,  including  clerks,  laborers,  messengers,  and  watchmen. 

The  appropriations  heretofore  made  to  this  service 
amount  to - • .     $1,627,000  00 

Of  which  there  has  been  paid  i;o  mar- 
shals and  their  assistants $1,064,432  03 

For  clerk  hire  and  contingencies  •  •  •  422, 934  20 

1,487,366  23 


Leaving  unexpended  on  the  30th  September 139, 633  77 


I  have  heretofore  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  bureau  of 
statistics  in  connexion  with  this  office,  and  the  experience  of  each 
year  confirms  my  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  measure. 

AFRICAN  SLAVE  TBADE. 

Continued  efforts  have  been  made,  with  much  success,  during  the 
past  year  to  suppress  the  African  slave  trade.  Several  convictions 
have  been  obtained  of  prominent  persons  engaged  in  fitting  out  ves« 
sels  for  this  traffic,  and  the  lesson  has  been  impressively  taught  that 
it  cannot  longer  be  prosecuted  with  impunity. 

The  recent  treaty  made  with  Great  Britain  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade  will  do  much  to  accomplish  the  object  desired. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  the  suppression 

9 2 


18  fiEPOBT  OF  THE  8ECBETABT  OF    THE  INTERIOR. 

of  the  Blave  trade  made  two  years  ago,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  any 
ordinary  expenditures  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  and  no  additional 
appropriation  is  recommended. 

UNITSD  STATES  COUBTS. 

The  expenses  of  the  United  States  courts  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1862,  were  $523,662  02,  being  $204,337  59  less 
than  the  expenses  of  the  previous  year. 

The  expenses  of  the  several  districts  were  as  follows : 

California,  northern  district $13, 610  08 

California,  southern  district ,  1,381  66 

Colorado  Territory 19,418  09 

Connecticut 3,721  70 

Columbia,  District  of,  (including  expenses  of  Supreme 

Court,) 67,135  30 

Delaware 404  62 

Florida,  southern  district 1,616  65 

Illinois,  northern  district 15,343  50 

Illinois,  southern  district  •  •  • 21,563  21 

Indiana 9, 164  74 

Iowa 10,471  09 

Kansas 12,860  81 

Kentucky . . .  ^ 4,854  05 

Maine 9,682  58 

Maryland 26,901  67 

Massachusetts 36,417  87 

Michigan 18,256  16 

Minnesota 6,200  47 

Missouri,  eastern  district •, 18,684  06 

Nebraska  Territory 8, 104  70 

New  Hampshire 1,975  78 

New  Jersey 5, 125  11 

New  York,  northern  district 44,406  70 

New  York,  southern  district 66, 238  47 

Ohio,  northern  district 8,949  30 

Ohio,  southern  district 15,912  56 

Pennsylvania,  eastern  district 20, 194  46 

Pennsylvania,  western  district 16,019  94 

Rhode  Island 8,871  71 

Vermont • 1,298  31 

Virginia,  western  district.- •  • 21,991  43 

Washington  Territory 733  11 

Wisconsin 6,016  13 

Making  a  total  of ^ 523,662  02 


■^ 


The  principal  cause  of  the  decrease  of  expenses  is  the  suspension 
of  the  courts  in  the  insurrectionary  States. 

It  has  been  the  practice  heretofore  in  many  of  the  districts  to  sum- 
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mon  a  much  larger  nnfliber  of  jurors  than  was  necesaarj  to  transact 
the  business.  Congress  bas  provided  the  mode  of  selecting  jurors, 
but  has  placed  no  limit  upon  the  number. 

In  order  to  lessen  the  unnecessary  expenses  thus  created,  an  order 
was  issued  by  this  department,  directing  the  marshals  to  limit  their 
estimates  for  jurors  to  eighteen  grand  and  twenty-four  fietit  jurors, 
which  are  believed  to  be  sufficient  for  the  transaction  of  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  courts. 

The  marshals  in  most  of  the  districts  have  readily  conformed  to  this 
order,  and  a  large  saving  of  expense  has  been  the  result.  In  a  few 
of  the  districts  the  courts  have  denied  the  power  of  the  department 
to  limit  the  number  of  jurors,  and  have  instructed  the  marshals  to 
snmmon  a  larger  number  than  the  regulation  contemplates. 

There  is  a  constant  tendency  to  increase  the  expenses  of  the  courts, 
which  can  only  be  checked  by  vigilance  on  the  part  of  those  upon 
whom  the  law  has  devolved  the  duty  of  auditing  the  accounts.  An 
unlimited  power  to  summon  jurors  is  subject  to  abuse,  and  should  not 
be  allowed  to  exist.  To  remedy  the  evil,  it  is  recommended  that 
Congress  shall  limit  the  number  to  be  summoned  to  attend  any  term 
of  the  court  to  eighteen  grand  and  twenty-four  petit  jurors,  unless 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall,  upon  the  application  of  the  district 
attorney,  for  special  reasons,  authorize  a  larger  number. 

A  saving  in  the  expense  of  keeping  prisoners  convicted  of  a  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  may  be  made  by  conferring 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  the  power  to  designate  the  prisons 
in  which  they  shall  be  confined.  Under  the  existing  law  the  court 
is  required  to  sentence  prisoners  to  confinement  in  the  State  peni- 
tentiary of  the  district  in  which  the  conviction  occurs.  No  limita- 
tion is  placed  upon  the  prices  to  be  paid  for  subsistence,  and  the 
government  is  compelled  to  pay  whatever  the  officers  of  the  prison 
may  see  proper  to  charge.  In  many  of  the  States  there  are  prisons 
controlled  by  cities  or  counties  in  every  respect  equal  to  the  State 
penitentiaries,  and  in  which  the  prisoners  are  profitably  employed  in 
mechanical  labor.  If  the  power  should  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  contract  for  the  keeping  of  United  States  prisoners 
in  any  suitable  prison  in  the  State,  competition  would  be  excited,  and 
a  large  reduction  would  be  made  of  the  present  rates  of  subsistence. 

A  large  expense  for  keeping  prisoners  is  created  in  the  Territories 
from  the  want  of  suitable  prisons.  Guards  are  employed  to  pre- 
vent their  escape,  and  frequently  as  much  as  four  dollars  a  day  is 
paid  for  guarding  a  single  prisoner  during  the  whole  term  of  his  im- 
prisonment. This  expense  may  be  obviated  by  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  to  direct  that  United  States  prisoners  convicted 
in  a  Territory  in  which  there  is  no  suitable  prison  be  sent  for  confine- 
ment to  a  penitentiary  in  one  of  the  nearest  States. 

Daring  the  last  session  of  Congress  there  was  considerable  discus- 
Bion  upon  the  propriety  of  changing  the  law  fixing  the  compensation 
of  district  attorneys.  As  the  question  was  not  finaUy  disposed  of,  I 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  present  a  statement  of  the  compensation* 
received  from  the  government  by  those  officers  during  the  nscal  year 
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ending  June  30,  1862,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  shown  by  the  record 
of  the  settlement  of  their  accounts: 

California,  northern  district,  the  compensation  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney  for  the  last  half  of  1861  was $1,870  00 

No  settlement  has  been  made  for  the  first  half  of  1862, 
but,  supposing  his  fees  to  be  equal  to  the  preceding  six 

months,  his  compensation  for  the  year  was 3,740  00 

California,  southern  district,  returned  only  from  February 

4,  1862,  at  $1,050;  whole  amount  estimated 2,500  00 

Colorado 2,408  13 

Connecticut 836  58 

Columbia,  District  of,  first  half  of  1862,  (2,275;  last  half 

estimated  at  same,  making 4,550  00 

Dakota  Territory 569  49 

Delaware,  last  half  of  1861,  $130;  estimated  at  same  for 

first  half  of  1862-.   - 260  00 

Florida,  northern  district 1, 111  10 

HHnois,  northern  district * 2, 055  00 

Illinois,  southern  district 2,320  85 

Indiana 1,934  00 

Iowa 1,188  00 

Kansas 1,807  33 

Kentucky 689  80 

Maine 2,673  00 

Maryland 3,791  12 

Massachusetts 4,740  40 

Michigan 2,549  66 

Minnesota 1,413  40 

Missouri,  eastern  district,  for  last  half  of  1861,  $1,049  96; 

estimate  same  for  first  half  of  1862 2,099  92 

"Missouri,  western  district • 171  44 

Nebraska  Territory 760  00 

"Nevada  Territory,  last  half  of  1861,  $578;  estimate  same 

for  first  half  of  1862 1,156  00 

New  Hampshire 444  51 

"New  Jersey 929  20 

New  York,  northern  district,  whole  amount  of  fees, 
$8,966  68,  from  which  are  paid  assistants  and  ofBce  ex- 
penses, leaving 6,000  00 

New  York,  southern  district  gross  fees,  $18,407  33.    The 

attorney's  salary  is  fixed  by  law  at 6,000  00 

Ohio,  northern  district 1,877  69 

Ohio,  southern  district 2,320  91 

Pennsylvania,  eastern  district,  last  half  of  1861,  $1,761  26; 

estimate  same  for  first  half  of  1862,  making 3,523  52 

Pennsylvania,  western  district *• 1, 77i  23 

Rhode  Island 879  00 

Vermont 183  40 

Virginia,  western  district 1,807  64 

Washington  Territory 2,043  00 

Wisconsin • • 882  50 
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The  fee  bill  of  1853  allows  to  district  attorneys  in  criminal  suits 
tried  by  a  jury  a  counsel  fee  not  exceeding  $30  where  conviction  is 
had.  No  provision  is  made  for  the  allowance  of  a  similar  fee  in  civil 
cases,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  law  be  so  amended  as  to  au- 
thorize such  allowance  to  be  made  upon  a  certificate  of  the  judge 
before  whom  the  cause  is  tried.  Civil  cases  frequently  consume 
several  days  in  the  trials,  and  no  compensation  is  allowed  to  the  dis- 
trict attorney  under  existing  laws  except  a  docket  fee  of  $20. 

PUBLIC  BUILDIXGS. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  exhibits,  in 
detail,  the  condition  of  the  buildings  and  grounds  under  his  charge. 

The  large  number  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  demanding  attention 
at  this  point  rendered  it  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Surgeon 
Oeneral,  to  occupy  the  Capitol  as  a  hospital  during  a  portion  of  the 
time  since  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  it  was  taken  possession 
of  for  that  purpose  by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

More  than  the  ordinary  expenditures  for  cleaning  and  repairs  have 
been  rendered  necessary  by  this  occupation  of  the  building. 

The  outside  painting  of  the  old  Capitol,  authorized  by  Congress  at 
its  last  session,  has  been  completed,  and  has  greatly  improved  its 
^pearance.  The  army  bakery  which  had  been  erected  in  the  base- 
ment has  been  removed. 

Any  appropriation  of  the  Capitol  to  military  uses  must  necessarily 
cause  injury  to  the  building  and  defacement  of  the  expensive  deco- 
rations by  which  it  is  ornamented.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  Con- 
gress should  provide  by  law  against  its  future  occupation  for  any 
other  than  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  erected . 

The  Long  Bridge  over  the  Potomac  river  has  been  used  as  a  rail- 
road bridge  during  the  past  year,  and  has  been  kept  in  repair  by  the 
War  Department  at  a  very  great  expense.  The  structure  is  too  weak 
to  sustain  the  weight  of  heavy  trains,  and  has  several  times  given 
way  under  their  pressure.  The  ordinary  travel  over  the  bridge  has 
been  entirely  suspended  by  a  recent  order  of  the  War  Department, 
to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  community. 

To  obviate  these  difficulties,  the  Alexandria,  Washington,  and 
Georgetown  Railroad  Company  propose  to  construct  a  new  bridge 
by  the  side  of,  and  connected  with,  the.  present  structure,  to  be 
occupied  exclusively  by  the  railroad  track.  The  construction  of 
such  an  additional  bridge,  while  it  would  increase  the  capacity  of  the 
road  to  facilitate  the  transportation  required  by  the  government, 
would  greatly  promote  the  convenience  of  the  public  by  leaving  the 
old  bridge  open  for  ordinary  travel. 

It  is  desirable  that  Congress  shall,  as  early  as  possible,  authorize 
the  company  to  construct  the  additional  bridge  proposed. 

The  road  from  the  Navy  Yard  Bridge  to  the  Insane  Asylum  needs 
additional  repairs.  The  extensive  injury  to  this  road,  caused  by 
government  transportation,  has  rendered  necessary  a  larger  expend- 
iture than  that  authorized  by  Congress  for  the  repair  of  this  and 
another  road  leading  from  the  bridge. 
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A  new  jail  and  penitentiary  are  much  needed.  These  may  be  con* 
strncted  together  at  much  less  cost  than  would  be  required  to 
construct  them  separately. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  Patent  OflBce  building  remains  un- 
finished. The  estimated  cost  of  completing  it  is  $60,000,  and  an  ap- 
propriation for  that  purpose  is  recommended.  This  would  complete 
the  construction  of  the  building. 

CAPITOL  EXTENSION  AND  THE  NEW  DOME. 

By  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  April  16,  1862,  this 
department  was  charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  Capitol  exten- 
sion  and  the  erection  of  the  new  dome.  The  prosecution  of  these 
works  had  been  suspended  since  the  15th  of  May,  1861.  The  joint 
resolution  provided  that  no  money  theretofore  appropriated  should 
be  expended  on  the  Capitol,  except  so  much  as  was  necessary  to  pro* 
tect  the  building  from  injury  by  the  elements  and  to  complete  the 
dome. 

To  carry  out  the  intention  of  Congress,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  prosecute  the  work  on  the  two  eastern  entrances  of  the  Capitol 
extension,  for  the  purpose  of  affording,  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible, 
permanent  protection  to  the  eastern  front,  and  the  extensive  founda- 
tions that  had  been  laid  for  the  steps  and  cheek  blocks  ;  to  complete 
the  porticoes  of  the  connecting  corridors,  so  that  the  roofing  might 
be  speedily  finished,  and  thus  remove  a  prolific  source  of  deteriora- 
tion to  the  building  ;  to  afibrd  such  temporary  protection  to  the 
upper  surfaces  of  the  exposed  walls  of  the  building  as  might  be  found 
to  be  expedient,  in  view  of  the  length  of  time  that  would  necessarily 
elapse  before  the  work  could  be  completed,  and  to  finish  the  granite 
steps  of  the  basement. 

The  work  has  been  steadily  prosecuted  in  accordance  with  this 
plan.  The  porticoes  of  the  two  eastern  corridors  have  been  finished, 
and  it  is  expected  that  those  on  the  western  front  will  be  completed 
and  the  roof  laid  over  them  before  the  close  of  the  season.  The 
massive  entrances  to  the  eastern  porticoes  are  more  than  half  com- 
pleted ;  the  steps  of  the  western  arcades  are  finished,  and  the  tempo- 
rary protection  to  the  exposed  walls  of  the  building,  recommended 
by  the  architect,  has  been  afibrded. 

The  amount  of  available  appropriation,  when  the  work  was  re- 
sumed under  the  supervision  of  this  department,  was  $356, 107  24* 
Of  this  there  has  been  expended,  up  to  October  31,  1862,  $99,099  09, 
leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $257,008  15.  This  sum  will  be 
sufficient  to  continue  the  wbrk  until  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal 
year.  An  appropriation  of  $500,000  will  be  necessary  for  the  next 
fiscal  year. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  all  the  appropriations  made  for  the  Cap- 
itol extension  is  $6,283,621  74.  It  is  estimated  by  the  architect  that 
additional  appropriations,  to  the  amount  of  $600,000,  will  be  required 
to  complete  the  work.  This  will  make  the  entire  cost  of  the  Capitol 
extension,  when  completed,  $6,883,621  74. 
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HSW  DOICS. 

The  work  on  the  new  iron  dome  has  progressed  with  great  rapidity. 
The  principal  frame  of  the  structure  is  now  completed ;  the  ribs  of 
the  cupola  have  been  put  in  place,  and  the  workmen  are  engaged  in 
setting  the  plates  which  constitute  the  outer  covering,  all  of  which 
will  be  finished  before  the  close  of  the  year.  This  will  leave  nothing 
to  be  done  to  complete  the  exterior  but  the  construction  of  the  tholus, 
or  lantern,  upon  the  top  of  which  is  to  be  placed  the  statue  of  Free- 
dom, which  is  intended  as  the  crowning  feature  of  the  dome,  and  the 
placing  of  the  ornaments  on  the  upper  windows  and  around  the  spring 
of  the  cupola. 

The  present  height  of  the  iron  work  above  the  basement  floor  of 
the  Capitol  is  215  feet,  and  the  height  of  the  portion  yet  to  be  con- 
structed, including  the  crowning  statue,  is  71  feet  3  inches,  making 
the  entire  elevation,  when  completed,  286  feet  3  inches. 

The  original  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  dome  was  $945,000,  The 
whole  amount  appropriated  by  Congress,  up  to  the  present  time,  is 
$700,000.  The  expenditures,  from  the  commencement  of  the  work 
to  the  suspension,  in  May,  1861,  were  $561,140  79,  and  since  the 
resumption  of  the  work,  under  the  supervision  of  this  department, 
to  October  31, 1862,  $56,867  49,  making  an  aggregate  of  (618,008  28, 
leaving  a  balance  of  appropriation,  at  that  date,  of  $81,991  72. 

It  is  estimated  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $200, 000  will  be 
necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  work.  This  will  make  the  aggre- 
gate cost  $900, 000,  being  $45, 000  less  than  the  original  estimate. 

POTOMAC  WATER  WORKS. 

On  the  15th  of  July  last  the  supervision  of  this  work  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  War  Department  to  this  department,  under  the  au- 
thority of  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress.  The  work  was  suspended 
in  the  spring  of  1861,  and  was  not  resumed  until  after  its  transfer  to 
this  department  Since  that  time  the  work  has  been  in  progress, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  it  may  be  completed  by  the  1st  of  July,  1863, 

The  supply  of  water,  at  present,  is  obtained  from  Bock  creek,  and 
is  found  to  be  entirely  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  the  public 
buildings  and  the  wants  of  the  citizens.  During  the  extreme  dry 
weather  of  the  present  fall  it  has  been  necessary  to  observe  the 
strictest  economy  in  the  use  of  the  water,  and  to  suspend  the  high 
service  supply  of  Georgetown.  A  full  supply  of  water  cannot  be 
obtained  until  the  connexion  with  the  Potomac  river  shall  be  com- 
pleted. When  this  shall  be  effected  an  abundant  supply  of  pure 
and  wholesome  water  will  be  furnished,  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  de- 
mands of  the  public  buildings  and  the  citizens  of  Washington  and 
Georgetown,  with  any  amount  of  population  those  cities  are  likely 
to  acquire. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the 
work  is  $2,900,000.  There  had  been  expended,  previous  to  the 
transfer  of  the  work  to  this  department,  $2,675,832  53,  leaving  a 
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balance  of  $224, 167  47.  Of  this  sum  there  was  expended,  under  the 
direction  of  this  department,  prior  to  October  1,  1862,  $9,215  80. 
The  balance  then  remaining  on  hand  of  $214,951  67  is  estimated  to 
be  sufficient  to  complete  the  work,  so  far  as  to  procure  a  full  supplj 
of  water  from  the  Potomac,  sufficient  to  meet  every  requisition.  . 

It  is  proposed  by  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work  to  constmct 
a  dam  from  the  Maryland  shore  to  Conn's  island,  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  omitting  for  the  present  the  construction  of  that  part  of  the 
dam  embraced  in  the  plan  of  General  Meigs,  which  was  designed  to 
connect  the  island  with  the  Virginia  bank  of  the  river.  The  dam  on 
the  Maryland  side  of  the  island,  it  is  believed,  will  supply  the  conduit 
with  sufficient  water  to  meet  the  largest  demands  of  the  community 
for  many  years. 

Should  an  additional  supply  be  hereafter  required  it  can  be 
obtained  by  the  construction  of  the  dam  on  the  other  side  of  the 
island,  according  to  the  original  plan.  All  the  work,  which  will  be 
done  under  the  direction  of  W.  R.  Hutton,  esq.,  the  present  engineer, 
will  be  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of  General  Meigs,  which  have 
received  the  sanction  of  Congress. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  will  be  required  for  superintendence 
and  repairs  of  the  aqueduct  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1864. 

THE  PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

The  public  printing  during  the  last  year  has  been  much  greater 
than  during  any  preceding  year.  This  increase  has  been  occasioned 
not  only  by  the  unusual  quantity  ordered  by  Congress  at  the  last 
session,  but  by  the  immense  number  of  blanks  required  by  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments,  and  by  the  new  bureau  of  Internal  Rev- 
enue. 

The  government  printing  office  has  been  managed  with  the  utmost 
regard  to  economy  practicable;  and  the  cost  of  the  printing  to  the 
government  has  been  the  pay  of  the  workmen  employed  and  the  cost 
of  the  materials  used,  thus  saving  the  large  profits  heretofore  made 
by  t^e  public  printer  under  the  former  system  of  doing  the  public 
work. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing,  giving  in 
detail  the  amount  of  printing  done,  will  show  that  the  interest  of  the 
government  has  been  greatly  promoted  by  the  adoption  of  the  present 
mode  of  executing  it. 

WASHINGTON  AND  GEORGETOWN  BAILBOAD. 

This  important  work  has  been  completed  in  a  substantial  manner, 
and  is  now  in  successful  operation.  The  several  branches  of  the 
road  were  completed  and  put  in  operation  within  the  periods  desg* 
nated  by  Congress.  The  advantages  anticipated  from  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road  have  been  fully  realized,  and  the  large  number  of 
passengers  with  which  the  cars  are  daily  thronged  furnish  ample 
evidence  of  their  appreciation  by  the   community.      The  railroad 
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company  is  required  to  keep  in  rnpair  eighteen  feet  of  Pennsylvania 
avenue.  The  remainder  of  the  street,  relieved  of  the  heavy  omni- 
buses,  when  put  in  good  order,  can  be  kept  in  repair  for  much  less 
than  the  amount  heretofore  expended  for  that  purpose. 

HOSPITAL  FOB  THE  INSANE. 

The  duties  devolved  upon  this  institution  have  been  discharged 
daring  the  past  year  with  great  fidelity  and  success. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1861,  there  were  under  treatment  180 
patients — 108  males  and  72  females.  During  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1862,  there  have  been  admitted  :  from  the  army,  139  ;  from  the 
navy,  15  ;  from  civil  life,  18  males  and  12  females,  and  from  the 
soldiers'  home,  1 — making  a  total  of  185. 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  during  the  year  was  :  recov- 
ered, 95  males  and  8  females  ;  improved,  15  males  and  1  female  ; 
died,  24  males  and  10  females — making  a  total  of  153. 

There  remained  in  the  institution  June  30,  1862  :  from  the  army, 
75  ;  from  the  navy,  15  ;  from  civil  life,  56  males  and  65  females,  and 
one  from  the  soldiers'  home — ^making  a  total  of  212. 

During  the  past  year  important  improvements  have  been  made  for 
the  introduction  of  water  to  the  building,  which  have  cost  about 
$3,000.  The  superintendent  has  completed  these  improvements  from 
the  ordinary  funds,  without  asking  any  special  appropriation. 

The  constantly  increasing  number  of  patients  in  this  institution 
will  require  increased  appropriations  for  their  support.  The  benefits 
conferred  upon  that  unfortunate  class  of  the  community  who  have 
such  strong  claims  upon  the  sympathy  and  benevolence  of  the  country, 
as  well  as  the  excellent  management  of  the  institution,  should  com- 
mend it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

For  more  specific  information  reference  is  made  to  the  accompany- 
ing report  of  Dr.  Nichols,  the  superintendent. 

COLTJMBIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB  AND  THE  BLIND. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  this  institution  on  the  1st  of  July,  1861, 
was  thirty-five.  During  the  last  fiscal  year  six  were  received  and 
three  withdrew,  leaving,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1862,  thirty-eight. 

The  new  building,  for  which  an  appropriation  was  made  by  Oon- 
gross  at  its  last  seasioui  is  now  rapidly  approaching  completion.  The 
directors  request  an  appropriation  to  furnish  the  building  with  gas 
and  beating  apparatus.  Estimates  for  these  improvements  will  be 
found  in  the  accompanying  reports.  They  are  much  needed,  and  are 
commended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

Some  additional  facilities  are  desired  by  the  directors  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  pupils  in  the  mechanical  arts,  and  also  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  extension  of  the  grounds  connected  with  the  institution. 
The  propriety  of  making  the  appropriations  requested  must  be  de- 
termined by  Congress. 
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HETBOPOLITAK  POUCS. 

The  police  force  consists  of  1  eaperintendent,  10  sergeants,  and 
150  patrolmen;  121  are  on  duty  in  the  City  of  Washington,  19  in 
Georgetown,  and  20  in  the  county  of  Washington  ;  139  are  on  foot, 
and  21  are  mounted. 

The  population  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  shown  by  the  cen* 
sus  of  1860,  is  75,080.  The  large  number  of  transient  residents  in 
the  district  during  the  past  year  has  swelled  the  population,  daring 
that  period,  to  near,  if  not  quite,  100,000. 

The  present  police  force  is  inadequate  to  the  complete  protection 
of  so  large  a  population,  especially  at  a  time  when  so  many  causes 
exist  tending  to  breaches  of  the  peace  and  yiolation  of  law.  The 
police  board  of  commissioners  recommend  an  increase  of  the  number 
to  300.  For  the  reasons  in  detail  upon  which  this  recommendation  is 
based  reference  is  made  to  the  report  of  the  board  accompanying 
this  report. 

The  board  of  police  earnestly  recommend  an  increase  of  salaries. 
The  present  compensation  is,  for  the  sergeants,  $600,  and  for  the  pa* 
trolmen,  $480  per  annum.  This  is  below  the  rate  of  compensation 
paid  other  officers  of  the  government  whose  duties  are  less  laborious 
and  responsible  than  those  of  the  police. 

The  police  of  the  Capitol  receive  $1, 100,  messengers  in  the  several 
departments,  $840,  assistant  messengers,  $700,  and  the  watchmen 
and  laborers  of  the  department,  $600  per  annum. 

The  propriety  of  increasing  the  compensation,  as  recommended  by 
the  board,  must  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  Congress. 

An  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  authorized  the  police  board 
to  designate  magistrates  in  the  several  wards,  before  whom  offenders 
should  be  taken  for  examination  and  trial.  No  provision  was  made 
for  the  payment  of  the  magistrates  thus  designated  ;  and,  as  the  fees 
which  they  may  be  able  to  collect  do  not  constitute  an  adequate 
compensation  for  the  duties  imposed,  they  decline  their  performance, 
and  thus  the  object  of  the  law  has  wholly  failed. 

The  present  mode  of  trying  criminals  for  petty  offences  is  very- 
defective,  and  is  attended  with  great  expense.  In  most  of  the  cases 
the  magistrates  have  no  final  jurisdiction,  and  can  only  commit  the 
offenders  for  trial  by  the  criminal  court.  If  the  defendants  are  una- 
ble to  procure  bail  they  are  committed  to  jail,  and  subsisted  at  the 
expense  of  the  government  until  their  cases  can  be  finally  decided. 
A  grand  jury,  as  well  as  a  petit  jury,  must  then  pass  upon  them,  in* 
volving  great  expense  and  delay  in  disposing  of  trivial  cases,  which 
should  be  determined  in  a  summary  maimer. 

These  evils  might  be  removed  and  the  expense  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  criminal  laws  greatly  diminished  by  the  creation  of  a  police 
court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  consisting  of  a  single  judge,  and 
having  final  jurisdiction  of  all  offences  of  a  less  grade  than  felony.  The 
court  should  be  kept  open  every  day  except  Sundays,  and  such  otheer 
days  as  are  not  devoted  to  public  business.     Courts  of  this  character 
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have  been  found  necessary  in  all  the  large  cities  of  the  States,  and 
might  be  introduced  here  with  great  benefit  to  the  peace  of  the  Dis- 
trict and  economy  to  the  government. 
The  subject  is  recommended  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 

PBNITENTIABY. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  Congress  the  accumulation  of  arms  and 
ammunition  at  the  arsenal  in  this  city  rendered  additional  buildings 
indispensable  for  their  preservation.  Upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  an  order  was  made  by  the  President,  on  the 
19th  day  of  September  last,  to  remove  the  prisoners  and  surrender 
the  penitentiary  buildings  to  the  War  Department,  to  be  used  as  an 
arsenal.  In  compliance  with  this  order  I  made  arrangements  with 
Amos  Pilsbury,  esq.,  superintendent  of  a  penitentiary  at  Albany,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  to  receive  the  prisoners  and  subsist  them  until 
the  expiration  of  their  several  terms  of  service,  or  until  Congress 
shall  make  some  provision  for  their  confinement  elsewhere. 

In  accordance  with  this  arrangement  the  prisoners  were  carried 
in  a  transport  vessel  furnished  by  the  War  Department  directly  from 
Washington  to  Albany,  and  were  safely  delivered  into  the  custody  of 
the  warden. 

Since  the  prisoners  were  sent  to  Albany  Dr.  John  B.  Blake,  one 
of  the  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  by 
my  request  visited  Albany  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  personal 
examination  of  the  prison  and  the  condition  of  the  prisoners.  He 
reported  that  the  prison  was  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  constructed,  and  was  admirably  conducted.  He  says  :  *^The 
most  striking  feature  of  the  establishment  is  the  entire  cleanliness  of 
every  department,  and  of  the  convicts  themselves.  On  entering  the 
workshops  the  impression  is  produced  that  they  are  neat  manufac- 
turing establishments  filled  with  industrious  artisans  who  are  working 
for  wages,  instead  of  from  compulsion  and  as  a  punishment." 

*^  Strict  attention  is  paid  to  the  sanitary,  moral,  and  religious 
condition  of  the  prisoners.  Sickness  is  of  very  rare  occurrence;  but 
when  a  convict  complains  of  being  indisposed,  he  is  immediately 
removed  to  a  comfortable  hospital  in  the  building,  where  he  receives 
the  attention  of  a  skilful  physician." 

The  convicts  are  all  employed  in  the  business  of  shoemaking.  The 
number  of  convicts  sent  to  Albany  was  131.  The  cost  of  their  sub- 
sistence there  will  be  $1  25  each,  per  week.  The  expense  of  sup- 
porting them  at  Albany  will  be  less  than  the  cost  of  sustaining  the 
penitentiary  in  the  District. 

The  number  of  convicts  in  the  penitentiary  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1861,  was  158.  Between  that  period  and  the  1st  of  October,  1862, 
there  were  received  174,  of  which  102  were  soldiers  who  were  con- 
victed of  various  military  ofiences  by  courts-martial.  These  were 
pardoned  by  the  President,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  at  the  last  session.  The  whole  number  of  prisoners 
disposed  of  during  the  last  year  was  201,  of  which  71  were  discharged 
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by  expiration  of  sentence,  128  were  pardoned  by  the  President,  1 
escaped,  and  1  was  transferred  to  the  Insane  Asylum,  leaving  131  ou 
the  1st  of  October,  1862,  which  was  the  number  transferred  to  tho 
prison  at  Albany. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  law  shall  be  passed  by  Congress  sanc- 
tioning the  transfer  of  the  prisoners,  and  authorizing  the  confinement 
in  the  penitentiary  at  Albany,  or  in  some  other  prison  out  of  the  Dis- 
trict, all  persons  who  may  be  convicted  in  the  District,  until  a  suitable 
prison  shall  be  erected. 

The  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  penitentiary  of  the  Dis- 
trict for  the  present  fiscal  year  amount  to  $30,123  75.  An  appro- 
priation of  $20,000  is  recommended  for  the  next  year  for  the  support 
of  the  prisoners  transferred  to  Albany,  and  for  the  removal  and  sup- 
port  of  such  as  may  be  hereafter  convicted.  A  small  sum  of  money, 
not  less  than  $10,  should  be  given  to  each  prisoner  when  he  leaves 
the  prison,  to  enable  him  to  reach  the  place  to  which  he  may  desire 
to  go.  The  appropriation  asked  for  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  this 
expenditure,  and  to  support  at  least  175  convicts  at  Albany,  including 
the  cost  of  their  transportation. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  evidences  of  increasing  prosperity 
which  are  visible  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  should  be  the 
policy  of  Congress  to  give  encouragement  to  the  enterprise  which 
produces  this  prosperity,  and,  by  liberal  le^slation,  to  advance  the 
growth  and  improvement  of  the  capital  of  the  nation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CALEB  B.  SMITH, 

Secretary. 
The  President. 
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THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  'I:HE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 


General  Land  Office,  November  29,  1S62. 

Sir:  PmsiiaDt  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  adopted 
OR  the  28th  Febmazy,  1855, 1  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  an  abstract 
of  the  annual  report  of  this  office  for  the  year  1862,  and  bearing  even  date  with 
this.    The  report  shows— 

1.  Total  area  of  the  public  lands,  surveyed,  offered,  uno£fered,  and  unsold  on 

.  30th  September,  1862. 

2.  The  area  surveyed  during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1862. 

3.  The  area  surveyed  during  the  quarter  ending  30th  September,  1862. 

4.  The  area  disposed  of  during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1862,  and  the 

quarter  ending  30th  September,  1862,  for  cash,  by  location  with  bounty 
land  warrants ;  also  for  railroads  and  swamp  grants  for  same  periods. 

5.  Proclamations  of  pubHc  sales  in  October,  1862,  in  Wisconsm  and  Oregon. 

6.  Area  surveyed  in  Washington  Territory  ready  for  market,  to  be  submitted 

for  proclamation  when  advices  are  received  as  to  suitable  time  for 
holdmg  public  sale. 

7.  Aggregate  issues  of  warrants  and  acres  covered  thereby  under  bounty 

knd   laws   of  1847,  1850,   1852,  and   1855,  from  commencement  to 
30th  of  September,  1862. 

8.  Whole  area  in  acres  of  military  claims  under  revolutionary,  war  of  1812, 

and  other  acts  to  30th  September,  1862. 

9.  Aggregate  area  of  lands  certified  to  States  under  railroad  grants  of  1856 

and  1857. 

10.  Aggregate  area  of  lands  certified  to  States  under  swamp  grants  of  1849 

and  1850 — principles  of  adjudication. 

11.  Homestead  circular  issued. 

12.  Agricultural  college  law  considered. 

13.  Extension  of  Des  Moines  river  grant  of  1846  by  recent  act  and  resolution 

of  Congress. 

14.  Pre-emptions  on  home  reservation  of  the  Winnebagoes  in  Blue  Earth  re- 

gion, Minnesota,  steps  taken  in  regard  to  same. 

15.  Public  surveys  treated  of  in  reference  to  Illinois,  Missouri,  Louisiana,  Flo- 

rida* Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Dakota,  Colorado, 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Nevada,  New  Mexico— consolidation  of 
mirveying  districts  of  Utah  with  Colorado,  and  Nevada  with  CalifoiTiia — 
cost  of  survey  of  private  titles  in  Galifomia  and  New  Mexico— timber  pro- 
tection. 

16.  Donations  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  measures  to  expedite  survey  of 

them. 

17.  Pre-emption  modification  as  to  Colorado,  and  general  modification  sug- 

geatea  as  to  continuance  of  settlement. 
IS.  Pacific  railway  considered— questions  which  have  arisen  in  connexion  with 
the  grant  treated  of. 
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19.  Goal — ^useful  metals  in  the  region  traversed  bj  the  projected  road. 

20.  The  auriferous  region  specially  considered — ^its  great  extent  and  wealth. 

21.  Geological  and  mmeralogical  explorations  suggested,  and  a  moderate  ap- 

propriation to  that  end  recommended. 

22.  Tables  and  statements  submitted,  exhibiting  details. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  EDMUNDS,  Cammiuianer. 
Hon.  Caleb  B.  Smith, 

Secretary  of  the  LUerior. 


General  Land  Office,  Nmsemher  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  During  the  past  year,  the  surveying  system  of  the  public  lands,  under 
limited  estimates  and  appropriations,  has  been  in  operation  in  Wisconsin,  Min- 
nesota, Dakota,  Nebraska,  ICansas,  New  Mexico,  Colorada,  California,  Oregon, 
Washington,  Nevada,  besides  including  surveying  office-work  for  Iowa,  Illinois, 
and  Missouri. 
On  the  30th  September,  1861,  there  was  of  public  lands  on  hand  surveyed, 

offered^  unoffered,  and  ujuold,  as  per  la^t  report,  the 

quantitv  of 134,218,330.89  acres. 

Deduct  tne  quantity  disposed  of  during  the  quarter 

ending  30th  September,  1861,  of 185,869.87     •• 

Leaves  on  the  30th  June,  1861,  surveyed,  offered,  un- 
offered, and  unsold,  the  qiiantity  of 134,032,461.02     *« 

To  this  add  lands  returned  as  surveyed   during  the 

year  endmg  30th  June,  1862 2,673,131.32     " 

Also  those  returned  as  surveyed  in  quarter  ending  30th 

September,  1862 461,936.09     " 

Making  a  total  of 137,167.528.43     " 

Less  the  quantity  disposed  of  during  the  five  quarters 

ending  30th  September,  1862,  as  hereinafter  indicated, 

of 2,024,529.43     " 

Leaving  surveyed,  offered,  unoffered,  and  undisposed 

of  on  the  30th  September,  1862,  the  quantity  of 135,142,999.00     " 

This  aggregate  consists  of — 

Unoffered  lands 51,223,349.38     " 

Offered  lands 83,919,649.68     " 

Including  the  lands  in  California   referred  to  in  the      ===: 

report  of  1861  as  then  under  proclamation. 
During  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1862, 

there  were  disposed  of  for  cash 144,849.97     " 

Amounting  to $125,048  30 

Located  with  bounty  land  warrants 611,826.84     " 

Certified  under  railroad  grants  to  Iowa  and 

Michigan 597,129.10     " 

Approved  and  certified    during   same  as 

swamp  land 24,116.09     *' 

Making  an  aggregate,  during  the  year  end- 

hig  30th  June,  1862,  of 1,377,922.00     «* 
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Bfonglit  forward tl25,048  30         1,377,922.00  acres. 

Darii^  the  qnarter  ending  30th  September, 
1862,  there  were  sold  fw  caah,  (part  esti- 
maled) 9,408.68    « 

For 12,427  96 

Located  by  bounty  land  warrants,  (part 
estimated) 100,228.93    " 

Certified  nnder  raiLroad  grants  to  Wiscon- 
sin and  MinnesoU 536,769.82    «< 

Approved  in  same  quarter  as  swamp  lands . .  200.00    ** 

Total  quantity  disposed  of  in  the  five  quar- 

ten  ending  30th  September,  1862 2,024,529.43     " 

Aggregate  cash  receipts  during  the  same 

period 137,476  26 


PUBLIC  SALR8. 

On  the  28th  May,  1862,  the  President's  prochunation  was  issued  for  sales  in 
Oregon,  to  take  place  in  October,  1862,  embracing  4,422,700.98  acres. 

And  on  30th  May,  1862,  a  proclamation  was  issued  for  a  sale  in  Wisconsin, 
also  to  take  phice  in  October,  1862,  for  834,263  acres. 

Making  an  aggregate  proclaimed  since  last  report  of  5,256,963.98  acres. 

There  are  now  about  2|  millions  of  acres  in  Washington  Territory  surveyed 
and  ready  for  market,  which  it  is  proposed  to  recommend  for  proclamation  as 
Boon  as  the  requisite  information,  which  has  been  called  for,  is  had  as  to  the 
most  suitable  period  for  public  sale. 

Under  the  bounty  land  laws  of  1847,  1850,  1852,  and  1855,  there  have  been 
insued  since  the  commencement  of  operations  to  the  30th  September,  1862, 
the  aggregate  number  of  warrants,  537,471,  covering  58,876,430  acres. 

On  the  30th  September,  1862,  there  were  of  those,  outstanding  and  unsatisfied 
65,913  warrants,  covering  7,123,380  acres. 

Numerous  bounty  land  cases  have  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  office, 
in  which  individuals  have  placed  their  warrants  in  the  hands  of  agents  or  at- 
torneys, with  power  to  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  same,  and  thereafter,  upon 
Dot  having  the  proceeds  accounted  for  by  such  agents,  the  principals  interpose 
caveats  to  arrest  the  issue  of  patents.  The  purchasers  in  such  cases  derive 
title  from  attorneys  in  fact,  acting  under  competent  authority  to  sell,  and  whose 
neglect  to  band  over  the  proceeds  of  sale  should  not  afiect  the  title  of  their 
vendees  to  the  property  sold  and  delivered  in  pursuance  of  authority  from  the 
principals.  The  latter  took  the  risk  of  the  good  faith  of  their  agents,  and  not 
the  vendees,  so  far  as  the  agents  accounting  for  the  funds  they  received  is  con- 
cerned. The  caveator's  remedy  under  such  circumstances  is  aeainst  the  default- 
iog  .gent.  «x.d  hence,  where  JdgnmenU  of  wamuits  retumed'Tre  found  regular 
in  form,  and  the  bonajide  character  of  the  purchase  undisputed,  the  decision  of 
tbis  office  requires  the  patents  to  issue  to  tne  assignees  as  innocent  purchasers. 
Yet  where  parties  desire  to  litigate  the  matter,  time  is  allowed  them  to  do  so ; 
this  office  in  such  class  of  cases  awaiting  the  result  of  the  judicial  proceedings 
before  issuing  the  patents. 

RBVOLUTIONABY  BOUNTY  LAND  SCRIP. 

By  the  act  ai  Congress  approved  August  31,  1852,  in  consideration  of  the 
ocflsioo  by  Virginia  of  the  '*  Northwestern  Territory,''  and  of  the  grant  of  the 
nnappnmriated  lands  in  the  Virginia  military  district,  Ohio,  the  United  States 
promiM  to  satisfy  in  scrip  all  outstanding  warrants  or  parts  of  warrants  is- 
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sued  or  allowed  hy  the  State  of  Vir^ia  prior  to  the  Ist  of  March,  1852.  Under 
this  act,  up  to  the  let  of  October,  1861,  there  had  been  iflsned  938,054  acres. 
Daring  the  current  year,  owing  to  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  countiy,  and 
the  fact  that  most  of  the  outstanding  claims  of  this  class  were  owned  bj  parties 
residing  in  Virginia,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Louisiana,  only  4,342 
acres  haye  been  issued,  making,  since  the  passage  of  the  law,  a  total  scrip  issue 
of  942,396  acres. 

No  new  claims  for  scrip  haye  been  presented  during  the  past  jear. 

The  warrants  now  on  nle  under  the  said  act  of  August  31,  1852,  call  for  the 
issue  of  scrip  to  the  amount  of  149,014  acres  in  suspense  for  causes  which  can 
be  relieyed  only  by  the  claimants  themselyes,  eyexy  perfected  case  haying  been 
satisfied. 

It  is  estimated  that  100,000  acres  of  scrip,  if  authorized,  would  fully  satisfy 
all  and  eyeiy  outstanding  and  unsatisfied  warrant  of  the  class  in  question  not 
yet  filed  in  this  office. 

UNITED  STATES  REyOLUTIONARY  BOUNTY  LAND  SCRIP,  ACT  OF  MAY  30,  1830. 

Warrants  are  now  on  file  in  this  office  calling  for  600  acres  granted  by  the 
general  goyemment  for  seryices  in  the  war  of  the  reyolution,  but  the  same  stand 
suspend^  for  defects  existing  in  the  proofs  of  heirship  and  assignments. 

It  is  belieyed  that  yery  few,  if  any,  of  these  warrants  are  outstanding,  their 
issue  haying  been  inhibited  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  22,  1860. 

WAR  OF  1812  AND  REYOLUTIONARY  WAR. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  8,  1854,  the  further  issue  is  prohibited 
of  warrants  of  either  of  these  classes  after  June  25,  1858. 

It  is  proyided  by  the  act  of  June  23,  18G0,  that  such  of  these  wairanta  as 
were  outstanding  and  unsatisfied  could  not  be  located  after  the  23d  day  ofJune^ 
1863.  As  these  warrants  are  of  equal  yalidity  with  those  granted  under  sub- 
sequent acts,  beinff  for  a  Jive  yeart*  service,  or  during  the  war,  the  restriction 
should  be  repealed,  as  heretofore  recommended  in  the  annual  reports  of  this  office. 

There  are  many  of  these  war  of  1812  warrants  outstanding  and  unsatisfied. 

YIRGINIA  MILITARY  DISTRICT,  OHIO. 

By  a  decree  of  cession  of  date  December  9,  1852,  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  by  her  constituted  authorities,  conyeyed  to  the  United  States  all  the 
unappropriated  land  embraced  in  said  district,  lying  between  the  Little  Miami 
and  Sciota  riyers,  northwest  of  the  riyer  Ohio,  in  consideration  of  the  passage 
by  Congress  of  the  scrip  act  of  August  31,  1852.  This  grant  is  estimated  to 
embrace  some  40,000  acres.  Seyenteen  patents  for  lands  in  this  district  haye 
been  issued  during  the  past  year,  calling  for  2,331  acres,  and  numerous  casee 
are  on  file  in  which  patents  are  applied  for,  but  suspended  until  defects  existing 
in  the  papers  shall  be  remedied. 

The  residuum  of  lands  in  the  Virginia  military  district  consists  of  small, 
irregular,  fractional  parcels,  which  haye  neyer  been  restored  to  the^nass  of  tho 
public  domain.  It  nas  been  repeatedly  recommended  that  some  disposition 
should  be  made  of  them,  either  for  public  beneficial  purposes,  or  allowing  the 
same  to  be  located  with  Virginia  military  warrants,  or  granting  the  ri^t  to 
adjacent  proprietors  of  those  yacant  lands  to  purchase  for  cash,  at  fair  yaluation. 
Claimants  for  lands  in  this  district  were  allowed,  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1855» 
until  the  3d  of  March,  1857,  to  make  and  return  their  suryeys  and  warrants,  or 
certified  copies  of  warrants,  to  the  Greneral  Land  Office,  upon  which  entries  bad 
been  made  prior  to  January  1,  1852;  otherwise  no  patents  for  them  could 
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iesiie.  As  there  are  nomeroas  valid  locations  and  entries  made  in  said  district 
ptior  to  said  Ist  of  January,  1852,  which  have  not  been  surveyed,  and  as  the 
ovneiB  and  holders  thereof  cannot  obtain  a  legal  title  except  nrom  the  United 
8tAteB»  (which  was  then  only  a  tmstee  for  Virginia,  having  no  fee  in  the  title,) 
and  88  these  parties  have  a  just  right  to  the  possession  of  the  premises  in  ques- 
tion, it  is  submitted  that  a  law  should  be  passed,  authorizing  the  consummation 
of  such  titles  bj  patent. 

On  account  or  revolutionaiy  military  claim  for  services  in  the  war  of  1812 
with  Great  Britain,  for  Canadian  volunteers,  and  for  land  claims  under  the 
bounty  land  laws  of  1847,  1850, 1852,  and  1855,  there  have  been  granted,  since 
the  commencement  of  operations  to  the  30th  of  September,  1862,  an  aggregate 
of  64,883,265  acres. 

RAILROAD  GRANTS. 

By  approved  lists,  conveying  title  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  August  3,  1854, 
there  have  been  certified  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862 — 

To  the  State  of  Iowa 108,362.29  acres. 

To  the  State  of  Michigan 488,766.81     " 

Making  in  the  aggregate 597,129.10     " 


No  approvals  have  been  certified  for  Iowa  or  Michigan  in  the  Quarter  ending 
September  30,  1862.  Ldsfe  of  railroad  lands  were,  however,  maae  up  in  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  as  follows : 

For  Wisconsin 342,252.05  acres. 

For  Minnesota 194,517.77     " 


536,769.82     " 


Under  the  railroad  grants  by  acts  of  1856  and  1857,  the  following  quantities 
have  been  certified  to  the  several  States  as  hereinafter  mentioned : 

Iowa 2,539,903.29  acres. 

WiBcoDsin 553,315.05  " 

Minne^ta 1,085,293.67  '* 

iCchina 2,082.494.23  " 

Floric^,  (same  as  last  report) 1,759,160.00  " 

Alabama 1,868,275.00  " 

HlMissippi 171,550.00  •* 

Louisiana 1,072,405.45  " 

Making  a  total  of 11,132,396.69     " 


CHANGE  OF  MARQUETTE  RAILROAD  ROUTE. 

By  the  joint  resolution  No.  38,  apnroved  July  5,  1862,  relative  to  the  rail- 
road grant  of  1856  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  authority  is  given  to  change  the 
route  from  Marquette  to  the  Wisconsin  State  line,  which  terminated  on  Brul^ 
river,  in  township  42  north,  of  range  35  west,  to  a  new  location  from  the  ''Town- 
ship of  Marquette,"  upon  any  eligible  route,  to  a  point  on  the  Wisconsin  State 
Une  near  the  mouth  of  the  Menomonee  river,  touching  at  favorable  points  oa 
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Oreen  bay.  Representations  have  been  made  to  this  office  that  the  State  legis- 
lature has  confinned  the  grant  in  a  new  companj,  called  the  "Peninsular  Rail- 
road Company,"  and  application  has  been  tnade  for  a  withdrawal  of  the  land 
upon  the  route,  as  near  as  may  be  marked  out  on  the  connected  plat  of  the 
upper  peninsula,  as  preliminary  to  filing  an  authenticated  map  of  actual  survey 
of  the  route. 

In  order  to  enable  the  department  to  comply  with  the  application,  the  State's 
relinquishment,  with  that  of  the  railroad  company,  has  been  required  for  the 
161,104.33  acres  of  land  which,  under  the  original  grant  of  1856,  had  been 
approved  to  Michigan,  along  the  line  from  Marquette  to  the  Wisconsin  State 
line,  together  with  the  application  of  the  governor  of  the  State  designating  the 
line  according  to  which  the  withdrawal  is  desired.  When  these  prerequisites 
shall  have  been  complied  with,  the  withdrawal  will  be  promptly  ordered. 

CHANGE   OP   RAILROAD   ROUTES   IN   WISCONSIN    AND   NEW    ROAD    AUTHORIZED. 

The  resolution  of  Congress  approved  April  25,  1862,  in  explanation  of  and 
in  addition  to  the  act  of  June  3,  1856,  granting  lands  to  Wisconsin  for  railroad 
purposes,  authorizes  the  line  or  route  of  the  railroad  *'fTom  Fond  du  Lac,  north- 
erly to  the  State  line,''  to  be  changed,  and  located  within  ranges  16  to  23,  in- 
clusive, east,  '*  without  forfeiture  to  said  State  or  it«  assignees  of  any  rights  or 
benefits  under  said  act,  (1856,)  or  exemption  from  any  of  the  conditions  or  obli- 
gations imposed  thereby;"  one  of  the  conditions  or  obligations  of  the  act  of 
1856  being  that  the  above  road  shall  be  completed  within  ten  years  from  the 
date  of  the  grant,  otherwise  the  lands  granted  along  that  part  of  the  road  not 
completed  shall  revert  to  the  United  States. 

By  the  second  section  of  this  resolution  a  further  grant  is  made  to  the  State 
for  this  road,  not,  however,  to  exceed  eighty  acres,  which  is  to  be  selected  in  the 
Fort  Howard  military  reservation,  but  excluding  the  fort ;  provided  that  part 
of  the  road  between  Appleton  and  Green  Bay  is  constructed  and  in  running 
order  within  three  years  mm  the  date  of  this  gi-ant. 

By  the  third  section  the  even  sections  brought  within  the  six  miles  of  the 
new  line  of  road  are  to  be  increased  to  $2  50  per  acre,  and  all  purchasers  at  the 
increased  price,  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  within  six  milet«  of  the  original  ronte, 
and  not  within  the  six  miles  of  the  new  line,  can  either  change  their  locations 
upon  the  line  first  established  to  the  new  line,  or  enter,  without  fiirthcr  pay- 
ment, at  the  Menasha  land  office,  an  additional  quantity  of  $1  25  land  equal 
to  the  quantity  entered  at  $2  50  per  acre. 

By  the  fourth  section  the  lands  increased  to  $2  50  per  acre  by  act  1866, 
along  the  route  on  which  no  road  is  to  be  constructed,  are  reduced  to  $1  25  per 
acre. 

The  resolution  introduces  a  new  principle  in  this :  The  State  had  accepted 
the  grant  and  assigned  it  to  a  company,  under  which  assignment  the  company 
surveyed  and  located  the  road  in  1857,  and  a  map  was  filed  in  this  office,  which 
was  accepted  by  the  department.  Under  this  action  of  the  State,  the  railroad 
company,  and  the  department,  a  part  of  the  lands  along  the  route,  as  thus 
located  within  the  six  and  fifteen  mile  limits,  amounting  to  211,063  acres,  wa^, 
in  1859,  certified  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for  this-  road,  and  now  the  effect  of 
this  legislation  will  be  that  the  State  will  hold  the  lands  on  the  old  route  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  the  road  on  a  new  and  difi^rent  route. 

CHANGE  OP  RAILROAD  ROUTBS  IN  MINNESOTA. 

The  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  July  12,  1862,  authorizes  the 
State  of  Minnesota  to  change  the  line  of  certain  branch  railroads.  The  line 
thus  changed  is  the  road  by  grant  of  act  3d  March,  1857,  via  St.  Cloud  and 
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Crow  Wing,  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Red  River  of  the  North.  By  this- 
reji»olutioii  tlie  road  above  mentioned  is  to  stop  at  the  intersection  of  the  tenth 
standard  parallel  with  the  fourth  guide  meridian,  and  in  lieu  of  the  grant  above 
that  point,  a  new  grant  is  made  for  a  road  to  commence  at  any  poin^  on  the  line 
of  said  branch  road  between  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  and  Crow  Wing,  and 
thence  run  in  a  northeasterly  direction  to  the  waters  of  Jjaku  Superior.  When- 
ever the  State  of  Minnesota  shall  file  in  this  office  an  acceptance  of  the  above 
grant,  the  lands  north  of  the  intersection  mentioned  will  be  dealt  with  as  other 
public  lands.  All  the  lands  due  the  State  of  Minnesota  for  this  road,  (under 
act  1857,)  branch  line  of  the  St  Paul  and  Pacific,  up  to  Crow  Wing,  have  been 
certified  to  the  State,  amounting  to  393,235.46  acres.  The  resolution  is  silent 
as  to  the  period  within  which  the  road  is  to  be  completed,  but  the  original  grant 
by  act  of  3d  March,  1857,  limits  the  time  to  ten  years  from  that  date. 

SWAMP  AXD  OVERFLOWED  LANDS. 

This  class  of  lands,  by  the  act  of  2d  March,  1849,  is  granted  to  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  by  the  subsequent  general  law  of  September  28,  1850,  all  the 
States  at  t^at  date  became  the  recipients  of  the  same  description  of  lands  within 
their  respective  limits.  The  act  of  12th  March,  1860,  extends  the  grant  to 
yfinnesota  and  Oregon,  and  at  the  same  time  declares  the  principle  that  all  lands 
sold  or  disposed  of  by  the  general  government  are  exempt  from  the  operations 
of  the  law. 

The  act  of  2d  March,  1855,  provided  indemnity  to  the  States  for  lands  of 
this  class  disposed  of  by  the  United  States,  on  presentation  of  proof  that  the 
tracts  are  really  swamp  and  overflowed  within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  This 
law  wa«  limited  in  its  effect  to  tracts  duly  reported  as  swamp  prior  to  its  date, 
and  ita  proviBiong  were  extended  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1857,  af^er  which  date 
the  States  have  no  claim  for  indemnity  for  lands  entered  since  the  3d  March, 
1857.  Bat  in  cases  of  sales  for  cash,  and  locations  for  military  warrants  made 
since  the  period  covered  by  this  act,  recourse  is  had  to  the  field-notes  of  the  sur- 
veys, and  where  they  do  not  clearly  establish  the  swampy  and  worthless  condi- 
tion of  the  lands,  the  claim  as  swamp  is  rejected,  and  patents  are  issued  to  the 
purchasers  or  locators. 

The  tables  appended  hereto  will  show  the  progress  made  in  the  adjustment 
of  these  interests. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  have  been  approved  and  certified  to  the  State 
authorities,  during  the  period  of  this  report,  24,316.09  acres;  that  there  have 
been  patented,  within  the  same  time,  645,759.33  acres. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  has  been  prepared  for  approval  a  list  hi  the  Fort 
Dodge  district,  Iowa,  embracing  162,462.82  acres  not  yet  finally  acted  upon, 
in  view  of  the  principles  enunciated  as  to  proof  m  the  decision  of  the  depart- 
ment dated  the  27th  June,  1862.    The  State  of  California  has  not  yet  reported, . 
through  the  surveyor  general,  any  lands  as  selections  under  the  law. 

No  swamp  claims  have  been  received  from  Minnesota,  but  instructions,  aa 
hereinafter  stated,  have  been  issued  to  enable  the  State  to  avail  herself  of  the 
benefits  of  the  law.  Oregon  has  not  yet  advised  this  office  of  the  system  she 
ifill  accept  in  segr^ating  the  swamp  from  dry  lands. 

On  the  11th  October  last,  in  a  communication  from  this  office  to  the  Secretary-, 
the  whole  question  respecting  swamp  lands  was  reviewed,  in  connexion  with  the 
eabjeet  of  mdemnity  under  the  act  of  March  2,  1855.  The  propositions  then 
eahmitted  by  thi»  office  to  the  Secretary  for  consideration  were  to  the  following 


l0t.  That  the  grants  take  hold  of  those  lands  which,  by  reason  of  their 
twampy  ebameter  and  liability  to  overflow,  are  worthless  in  their  natural  com"' 
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tion,  and  whereon  crops  cannot  be  raised  without  reclamation  bj  leveee  and 
drains. 

The  overflow  mast  be  of  such  nature  as  would  totally  destroy  crops  and 
prevent  the  raising  of  the  same,  without  artificial  means,  by  levees,  &c.,  such  as 
are  found  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

2d.  That  lands  covered  by  shallow  lakes  or  ponds,  which  may  become  dry 
by  evaporation  or  other  natural  causes,  are  excluded  from  the  operation  of  these 
laws.    The  ruling  of  the  department  of  the  25th  April,  however,  made  no  modi- 
-  fication  in  the  pre-existing  svstem,  but  required  that  the  proof,  under  the  act  of 
J1855,  for  indemnity,  should  be  the  testimony  of  the  person  who  entered  the 
^land,  and  that  the  testimony  also  of  the  present  occupant  should  in  all  cases  be 
<  required,  or  some  good  excuse  furnished  for  not  producing  it ;  that  the  affidavits 
:  should  state  yoerte,  and  the  particular  knowledge  of  the  deponent,  upon  which 
'this  office  was  to  form  its  conclusions,  holding  that  a  case  made  upon  the  testi- 
mony of  less  than  two  reputable  witnesses  should  not  be  regarded,  and  they 
should  in  all  cases  be  of  such  character,  and  have  such  means  of  knowledge, 
as  to  satisfy  this  office  that  the  best  evidence  had  been  produced,  and  that  the 
lands  were  unfit  for  cultivation  within  the  definition  given  in  the  circular  of  the 
21st  November,  1850.  , 

This  ruling,  however,  was  held  not  to  be  retractive  in  the  case* then  made  up, 
and  embraced  in  report  No.  13,392,  for  $6,006  93,  for  indemnity  in  Iowa. 
This  report  was  accordingly  approved,  and  on  its  return  here  was  sent  to  the 
proper  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  for  final  settlement. 

Subsequent  to  the  ruling  of  the  25th  April,  1862,  by  the  department,  the 

claims  for  indemnity  on  account  of  sales  by  the  United  States  of  alleged  swamp 

lands  in  Louisa  and  Fremont  counties,  Iowa,  were  called  up  at  this  office,  and 

reports  upon  the  same  were  submitted,  under  date  of  the  9th  May  and  12th 

•  June,  1862.     Those  reports  were  followed  by  the  Secretary's  communication  of 

'the  27th  June,  1862,  pursuant  to  which  the  general  instructions  of  the  30tli  of 

wthe  same  month  were  drawn  up  and  despatched  by  tliis  office,  laying  down  the 

ibllgwing  principles,  which  now  control  the  whole  swamp  interests  in  the  several 

States  entitled: 

1st.  Testimony  iji  support  of  such  indenmity  awards  must  be  the  affidavit's 
of  at  least  two  disinterested  and  respectable  persons,  who  have  a  personcd  and 
exact  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  land  claimed,  in  its  smallest  subdivi- 
sions, as  it  existed  at  the  date  of  the  swamp  grant  of  September  28,  1850, 
which  affidavits  must  state  the  cause  of  swamp  or  overflow,  designating  the 
proportion  of  each  tract  that  is  claimed  to  be  swamp,  and  unfit  for  cultivation 
in  its  natural  condition,  with  a  description  of  the  timber,  and  the  shrubs  or 
plants  growing  on  the  tract,  the  character  and  extent  of  the  means  employed  in 
levees,  embankments,  or  drains,  in  order  to  make  the  land  purchased  as  arable 
really  inhabitable  as  such,  the  contiguity  of  the  premises  to  rivers,  watercourses, 
or  lakes,  with  a  general  description  of  the  surrounding  tracts ;  whether  the  land 
is  subject  to  ovemow,  and  at  what  seasons,  and  the  extent;  and  whether,  by  the 
: removal  of  the  timber,  or  by  ploughing,  the  water  disappears  without  ditchea  or 
vdraining. 

2d.  The  proof  should  be  the  affidavit  of  the  person  who  purchased  the  tract 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  the  affidavit  of  the  present  occupant.  * 

Where  the  original  purchaser  is  not  a  resident  of  the  State,  or  had  uo 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  land  in  1850,  or  at  the  date  of  purchase,  or 
when  the  occupant  is  in  like  manner  uninformed,  or  the  tract  is  unoccupied,  the 
facts  may  be  established  by  two  respectable  and  disinterested  persons  resident 
nearest  the  premises ;  and  in  such  cases  the  State  agent  must  nle  with  the  tes- 
timony his  own  affidavit  to  the  effect  of  the  absence,  want  of  information  of  thv 
principal  witnesses,  or  of  the  non-occupancy  of  the  land,  and  that  the  per8oni» 
whose  testimony  is  presented  are  the  nearest  well-informed  residents  to  the 
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Bwamp,  and  are  respectable,  credible,  and  disinterested  witnesses.    The  decision 
of  the  department,  pursuant  upon  which  these  instructions  were  issued,  indicates 
a  just  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  claims  set  up  hy  the  States  under 
the  indemnity  provisions  of  the  act  of  1855. 

SWAMP   INDEMNITY. 

Under  the  act  of  2d  March,  1855,  for  the  time  covered  hy  this  report,  there 
has  been  allowed,  as  indemnity,  in  cash,  to  Iowa,  as  stated,  (6,006  93. 

There  have  been  examined,  briefed,  and  otherwise  prepared  for  reference  to 
the  Secretary,  seventy-three  cases  of  applications  for  indemnity,  divided  as 
herein  below  stated: 

For  Illinois,  cash $38,388  00 

For  Iowa»  cash 65,286  00 

Total 103,674  00 


For  Illinois,  land,  acres 280,503 

For  Iowa,  land,  acres ^ 50,896 

Total  acres 331,399 


Further  action  on  these  cases  is  deferred,  under  the  decision  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  27th  June,  1862.  These,  and  all  other  claims  of  the  same  nature,  rest- 
ing upon  old  proof  on  our  files,  it  is  proposed  to  return  to  the  State  authorities 
for  further  testimony,  in  accordance  with  the  said  decision,  and  the  principles 
laid  down  pursuant  to  the  same  in  the  instructions  of  30th  June,  1862. 

The  labor  in  the  preparation  of  this  work  was  extensive,  requiring  the  closest 
scrutiny  of  the  files  and  records  in  order  to  a  correct  statement  of  the  amount 
to  be  awarded. 

On  the  25th  October,  1861,  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  under  the  swamp 
law,  to  101,181.22  acres,  situated  in  the  Council  Bluffs,  Fort  Des  Moines,  ana 
Sioux  City  districts,  was  rejected,  these  lands  having  been  ascertained,  under 
the  Secretary's  decision  of  8th  February,  1860,  to  be  dry  lands,  and  therefore 
not  subjc^ct  to  such  claim.  They  being  within  the  limits  of  the  railroad  grant 
of  May  15,  1856,  have  been  certified  to  the  State  as  railroad  tracts. 

The  anthorities  of  the  State  were  advised  of  the  rejection  on  the  10th  March 
la^t,  and  linte  of  the  tracts  were  fomished  them,  as  well  as  the  local  land  officers 
of  the  Beveral  districts,  shovring  the  award  of  these  lands  to  the  State  of  Iowa 
onder  the  railroad  grant. 

The  governor  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  having  advised  this  office  that  the 
legislature  of  the  State  had  agreed  to  abide  by  the  indications  of  the  field-notes 
of  the  Bnrveys  in  accepting  uie  mmt  of  March  12,  1860,  instructions  were,  on 
the  23d  June  last,  address^  to  tibe  surveyor  general,  detailing  the  action  to  be 
taken  bjr  him  in  canyin^  out  the  provisions  of  the  law,  said  instructions  having 
fiwt  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  following  are  the  rules  prescribed  for  the  Minnesota  adjustment,  beine 
in  coincidence  with  the  principles  as  hereinbefore  indicated  in  the  aforesaid 
geneml  inBtmctionfl  of  30th  June  last,  to  wit : 

1st.  By  Uie  act  of  September  28,  1850,  (United  States  Statutes  at  Large, 
▼ol.  9.  page  519,)  **  the  whole  of  those  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  made  unfit 
thereby  for  cultivation"  are  donated  to  enable  the  States  "to  construct  the 
necessary  levees  and  drains  to  reclaim  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  therein;" 
aod  this  act  requires  "that,  in  making  out  a  list  and  plats  of  the  land  aforesaid^. 
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all  legal  subdivisions  the  greater  part  of  which  h  "  wet  and  unfit  for  cultiva- 
tion" shall  be  included  in  said  list  and  plats ;  but  where  the  greater  part  of  a 
subdivision  is  not  of  that  character,  the  whole  of  it  shall  be  excluded  there- 
from." 

2d.  The  subdivisions  here  referred  to  are  *' quarter-quarter  sections,**  or  other 
equivalent  legal  subdivisions,  designated  on  the  plats  as  lots. 

3d.  In  regard  to  the  grant  of  September  28,  1850,  which  is  cumulative  of  the 
grant  of  2d  March,  1849,  (the  latter  only  applicable  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,) 
it  has  been  decided  that  said  act  of  1850  donates  only  such  land  as,  by  reason 
of  its  swampy  character  and  liability  to  overflow,  is  worthless  in  its  natural 
condition,  and  whereon  crops  cannot  be  raised  without  reclamation  by  levees 
and  drains.  A  periodical  or  casual  overflow,  temporary  in  its  effects,  does  not 
bring  the  land  within  the  purview  of  the  law.  Tne  surveyor  general  has  been 
instructed  to  take  care,  therefore,  in  making  selections  from  the  field-notes,  .to 
bear  in  mind  the  necessity  of  being  satisfied  therefrom  that  each  tract  is  worth- 
iess  in  its  natural  condition;  that,  in  fact,  it  requires  levees  and  drains  to  reclaim 
and  make  the  same  available  as  arable  land;  otherwise  the  grant  does  not 
embrace  it.  Where  the  field-notes  are  silent  as  to  the  swampy  and  worthless 
eondition  of  a  tract,  of  course  such  tract  is  not  within  the  grant  Where  the 
field-notes  are  not  conclusive  in  every  case,  the  iopography  of  the  country  must 
•be  considered  by  examination  of  the  maps  and  plats ;  and  in  making  selections 
the  surveyor  general  is  required  in  each  case  to  designate  the  cause  rendering 
the  land  swamp  or  overflowed  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  Congress,  so  that 
when  the  selections  are  revised  here,  and  brought  to  the  test  of  the  field-notes 
and  maps  of  the  department,  we  may  be  able  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  as 
to  the  correctness  of  the  selections. 

4th.  All  tracts  of  land  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  have 
reserved,  sold,  or  disposed  of  prior  to  the  confirmation  of  title  to  be  made  under 
the  acthority  of  said  act,  are  to  be  held  as  excepted  from  the  operations  of  the 
law. — (See  act  of  March  12,  1860.) 

The  surveyor  general  was  further  instructed  to  proceed,  with  a  view  to 
swamp  selections,  in  strict  accordance  with  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  fore- 
going, and  directed  care^Uy  to  examine  the  held-notes  of  the  surveys  of  all 
townships  where  the  plats  have  been  approved,  critically  selecting  each  tract, 
and  in  adjudicating  its  character,  where  found  by  him  to  be  swamp,  to  record 
his  judgment  on  the  swamp  lists  by  land  districts,  and  in  regular  order  of  sec- 
tions and  townships,  in  accordance  with  forms  prescribed. 

5th.  While  examining  the  field-notes  he  should  have  the  plats  of  the  town- 
ships open  before  him,  and  maps  of  the  region  of  country,  that  he  may  readily 
see  the  course  and  extent  of  the  rivers,  and  be  thus  aided  in  arriving  at  a  correct 
and  satisfactory  judgment  as  to  the  character  of  each  tract. 

6th.  The  surveyor  general  will  retain  one  of  the  lists  for  his  files,  furnishing  a 
duplicate  to  this  office  and  triplicate  to  the  local  land  officers  of  the  proper  dis- 
trict, with  instructions  to  them  to  note  the  selections  on  their  tract  books,  in  red 
ink,  making  opposite  theroto  the  note  **  swamp  land  selection,  act  September  28, 
1850,  extended  to  Minnesota  by  act  of  March  12,  I860;"  and  in  sending  ou 
the  duplicate  to  this  office,  the  fact  should  be  stated  that  the  triplicate  had  been 
sent  with  the  instructions  suggested. 

7th.  He  should  also  instruct  the  local  officers  to  make  on  tlieir  plats  some 

-convenient  mark  of  reference  to  a  similar  note,  made  on  the  margin  thereof,  in 

order  that  the  plats  may  not  be  mutilated.     That  the  surveyor  general  would 

at  the  same  time  instruct  them  to  withhold  from  sale,  or  other  disposition,  tdl 

^the   tracts   described,  unless   they   are   otherwise   specially  directed   by  this 

-office. 

8th.  As  rapidly  as  the  surveys  are  made  and  completed,  and  the  plats  ap- 
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proved,  be  will  continue  his  reporte  of  the  lands  in  the  same  manner  and 
form,  and  in  strict  accordance  witn  the  foregoing  requirements. 

These  instructions  were  succeeded  bj  the  views  respecting  the  importance  of 
a  close  observance  of  the  principles  set  out;  in  which  the  surveyor  general  was 
advised  that  the  duty  enjoined  upon  him  by  law  and  those  instructions  is  a 
delicate  and  highly  responsible  one,  requiring  him  to  pass  upon  very  large  and 
important  interests,  in  which  the  United  States  and  the  State  are  seriously  con- 
cerned ;  that  in  an  ordinary  pre-emption  claim  the  formalities  are  precise— the 
case  exacting  scrupulous  care  and  solemn  adjudication  by  the  register  and  re- 
eeiver  before  even  the  hardy  pioneer  can  secure  his  claim  by  purchase  or  loca- 
tion; and  all  these  preliminaries  are  required  to  be  reviewed  and  passed  upon  by 
the  supervising  authorities  of  the  department. 

Equally  so,  then,  in  care,  formality,  and  deliberate  adjudication,  is  it  expected 
of  the  surveyor  general  to  act  in  the  preliminary  proceedings,  sO  that  error, 
wrong,  or  injustice  may  be  avoided  in  segregating  the  swamp,  overflowed,  or 
worthless  tracts,  in  their  natural  condition,  from  lands  not  of  that  character, 
which  latter  the  United  States  hold  for  disposal  to  our  citizens ;  that  it  is  his 
bnsinesB  and  ours  to  see  that  the  scales  of  justice  are  perfectly  balanced  in  this 
business;  »o  that,  whilst  the  State  shall  receive  every  acre  of  the  swamp  lands 
clearly  within  the  grant,  the  United  States  shall  concede  nothing  beyond  its 
strict  legal  requiremenfs. 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  state  here  that,  under  the  regulations  which 
have  been  adopted,  nrst  with  respect  to  California,  then  to  all  the  States  claim- 
mg  land  under  the  grant  of  1850,  and  finallv  to  Minnesota  under  the  act  of 
Maich  12, 1860,  this  office  has  become  satisfied  that  twenty  millions  of  acres  of 
the  choieest  public  lands  which  had  been  claimed  as  swamp  are  found  to  be  of 
a  contmry  character,  and  that  the  material  wealth  of  the  general  government 
has  to  that  extent  been  enhanced. 

This  i»  a  subject  of  especial  satisfaction,  (resulting  as  it  does  from  a  just  ad- 
ministration of  the  law,)  in  view  of  the  great  expenditure  of  means  used  to 
ffapprei«8  the  insurrection  in  the  States  in  rebellion  against  the  constituted 
authority  of  the  government. 

The  aggregate  quantity  of  swamp  lands  which  has  been  approved  to  the 
several  States,  the  beneficiaries  under  the  grants  of  1849  and  1850,  from  the 
eemmencement  of  operations  to  September  30,  1862,  is  44,498,351.02  acres. 

The  homestead  measure,  which,  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  20, 
1S62,  operates  generallv  upon  the  whole  surface  of  the  public  domain,  has  been 
carefully  examined,  and  a  circular  letter  of  instructions  prepared  to  the  United 
States  district  land  offices,  in  order  to  give  proper  effect  to  the  law  and  facilitate 
operations  under  the  same. 

The  agricultural  college  law,  of  July  2,  1862,  is  examined.  No  notice  has 
jet  been  received  of  the  acceptance  of  the  grant  by  the  legislature  of  any  State 
except  Iowa.  According  to  tbe  seventh  condition  of  the  5th  section,  such  ac- 
ceptance must  be  expressed  within  two  years  to  entitle  a  State  to  the  benefit  of 
the  law. 

The  department  is  prepared  promptly  to  put  in  operation  the  machinery  neces- 
sary to  give  proi>er  effect  to  the  statute. 

The  Iowa  De*  Moines  river  grant  of  1846,  as  enlarged  by  the  operation  and 
effect  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  12th  July,  1862,  has  been  under  con- 
sideratioti  at  this  office,  in  connexion  with  the  joint  resolution  No.  11,  approved 
2d  March,  1861,  to  "  grant  titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Iowa."  That  resolu- 
tion relinquished  the  title  of  the  United  States  in  those  lands  between  the  Rac- 
coon fork  and  the  Iowa  northern  boundary,  which  had  been  certified  to  the 
State,  and  which  Iowa  liad  disposed  of  to  bona  fide  purchasers. 

The  said  act  of  12th  July,  1862,  excluding  those  sales,  gives  the  section  "  in 
pbce"  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  within  five  miles  of  the  Des  Moines,  above  the  fork 
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to  said  northern  boundary,  and,  where  any  of  said  lands  have  been  diBposed  of 
by  the  United  States,  gives  indemnity  to  the  State  in  new  selections,  including 
other  lands  for  those  granted  to  the  State  for  railroad  purposes  by  act  of  15th 
M^,  1856. 

buch  are  the  principles  upon  which  an  adjustmeot  of  the  interests  involved 
is  proposed  to  be  made  by  this  office. 


PRB-BMPTION  ON  THE  HOME  RESERVATION  OP  THE  WINNBBAGOES  IN  THE  BLUB 

EARTH  REGION  IN  THE  STATE  OP  MINNESOTA. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  14,  1862,  provision  is  made  for  an 
examination  and  report  in  regard  to  the  claims  arising  under  this  law.  Instruc- 
tions, with  a  view  to  a  thorough  examination  of  all  such  claims,  have  been  des- 
patched to  the  proper  district  land  offices,  and  as  soon  as  the  requisite  returns 
shall  have  been  made,  the  report  and  testimony  will  be  promptly  submitted  for 
the  consideration  and  action  of  Congress. 


PROGRESS   OP  THE   PUBLIC   SURVEYS — ILLINOIS   AND   MISSOURI. 

The  office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  at  St.  Louis,  has 
been  continued  in  operation  with  a  view  to  the  completion  of  the  surveying 
archives,  and  placing  th^n  in  a  condition  for  transfer  to  the  State  authorities 
upon  the  discontinuance  of  the  surveyor  general's  office. 

In  winding  up  the  surveying  service,  which  the  surveyor  seneral  thought 
could  have  been  completed  on  £e  30th  June  last,  numerous  deficiencies  in  the 
surveying  records  were  discovered,  requiring  time  to  supply  them  before  the 
transfer  of  the  original  papers. 

In  the  mean  time,  occasional  fragmentary  surveys  have  been  called  for  by 
parties  under  existing  laws,  and  the  surveyor  general  has  been  instructed  to  ex- 
ecute them. 

Expecting  an  earlier  closing  of  that  office  than  has  been  found  practicable,  no 
estimato  was  submitted  for  the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  for  the  fis- 
cal vear  ending  June  30,  1863,  and  as  the  office  will  remain  open  to  Slst  De- 
cember next,  an  appropriation  is  requisite  for  the  surveyor  general's  salary  for 
the  first  six  months  of  the  present  nscal  year,  amounting  to  $1,000,  for  which 
a  deficiency  estimate  was  submitted  on  the  16th  October  last. 

When  that  surveying  department  is  closed,  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  office  to 
place  the  archives  in  the  custody  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis  for 
ultimate  delivery  to  the  authorities  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  upon  the  passage  by 
the  legislatures  of  those  States  of  the  necessary  acts  of  acceptance,  which  the 
laws  of  Congress  stipulate  as  a  necessary  prerequisite  to  transfer  of  the  surveying 
records. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  surveying  operations  in  this  State  were  interrupted  on  the  6th  February, 
1861,  by  the  surveyor  general's  delivery  of  the  archives  and  other  evidences  of 
the  surveys,  both  of  public  lands  and  private  claims,  to  the  insurrectionary  au- 
thorities. 

PLORIDA. 

The  surveying  service  was  arrested  on  the  10th  January,  1861,  when  the 
surveyor  general  of  that  surveying  district  reported  he  had  placed  the  records 
of  his  office  under  the  control  of  the  State  autnorities. 
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Should  our  sorvejing  BjBtem  be  I'eetored  during  the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  it 
would  mainlyr  for  the  present,  be  directed  to  a  proper  arrangement  of  the 
archjTes. 

IOWA. 

The  BurveTing  operations  in  the  field  have  been  closed,  and  the  office- work 
connected  with  the  surveying  service  has  been  completed.  The  papers  con- 
nected with  the  public  surveys  of  that  State  are,  therefore,  in  a  conaition  for 
delivery  to  the  State  authorities  whenever  the  necessary  law  shall  have  been 
passed  by  the  legislature,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  January  12, 
1840,  and  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  January  22, 1853,  directing  that  the  sur- 
veying archives  ''shall  in  no  case  hereafter  be  turned  Sver  to  the  authorities  of 
any  State,  until  such  State  shall  have  provided  by  law  for  the  reception  and 
safe-keeping  of  the  same  as  public  recoras,  and  for  the  allowance  of  hee  access 
to  the  same  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States." 

WISCONSIN. 

In  this  State,  during  the  past  year,  there  have  been  subdivided  twenty-four 
townahipB  on  the  upper  waters  of  Wisconsin  river,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
mouth  of  Montreal  river,  adjoining  the  fourth  principal  meridian,  equal  to  1,641 
lineal  mileB  of  subdivisional  survey,  and  227  mUes  of  township  lines.  Ten 
townshipB  have  also  been  subdivided,  and  the  returns  platted,  situated  partly 
on  the  apper  part  of  Montreal  river,  east  of  the  meridian,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bad  river,  west  of  the  meridian. 

Contracts,  likewise,  have  been  made  this  season,  to  the  extent  of  the  appropria- 
tion, for  the  Bubdivision  of  sixteen  whole  and,  fractional  townships  in  the  country 
between  Lac  Flambeau  and  Wisconsin  river,  adjacent  to  the  boundary  between 
Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  east  of  the  source  of  Montreal  river. 

Upon  the  completion  of  existing  contracts,  there  will  remain  seventy-two 
whole  and  fractional  townflhips  to  be  subdivided,  of  which  the  exterior  lines 
have  been  surveyed ;  also  forty  townships  the  exteriors  and  subdivisional  sur- 
veys of  which  are  yet  to  be  made ;  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  one  hundred 
and  twelve  whole  and  fractional  townshipB  yet  to  be  surveyed  before  the  field- 
work  is  completed  in  WiBconsin. 

The  surveyor  general's  CBtimates  of  $13,000  have  been  reduced  by  this  office 
to  $9,000,  for  the  service  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  to  be  applied  towanlf^ 
dosing  the  field-work  in  the  State. 

'Hie  aggregate  lands  surveyed  in  Wisconsin,  from  the  organization  of  the  dis- 
trict up  to  January  30,  1862,  is  32,072,699.98  acres,  and  in  Iowa,  where  the 
surveys  have  been  completed,  amount  to  35,757,894.38  acres. 

MINNESOTA. 

The  surveyor  general  of  Minnesota  reports  the  whole  of  the  field-work  con- 
tracted for  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  and  remaining  unfinished 
at  the  date  of  his  last  annual  report,  as  having  been  completed,  and  the  plats 
and  tnuiscripts  of  field-notes  transmitted  to  the  general  and  district  land  offices, 
respectively. 

Two  contracts  have  been  made,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  whole  sum 
(five  thousand  dollars)  appropriated  for  continuing  the  public  surveys  during 
the  year  1862,  but  the  Indian  disturbances  in  that  State  have  prevented  the 
deputies  from  proceeding  with  the  work.  The  surveyor  general,  however,  has 
extended  their  contracts  until  the  surveys  may  be  prosecuted  with  safety. 

JE»/iiiMi/e#w*-SubBequent  events  induce  the  surveyor  general  to  modify  the 
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estimate  made  in  his  report  dated  the  9th  day  of  August  last,  for  continuing  the 
public  surveys  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30»  1864,  changing  the  amount 
from  fifty-five  thousand  and  eight  dollars  to  forty-five  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars. 

For  reasons  elsewhere  indicated  in  a  similar  connexion,  this  office  recommends 
a  reduced  estimate  of  nine  thousand  dollars  for  field  operations  in  the  State,  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1864. 

Proposed  survey  of  pine  lands, — The  surveyor  general  alludes  to  the  recom- 
mendation in  his  report  of  the  9th  August  last,  to  extend  the  public  survejrs 
over  the  pine  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  as  a  means  of  protecting 
the  valuable  timber  in  (hat  region  ^m  unlawful  depredations,  and,  with  that 
in  view,  ui^es  the  appropriation  he  has  submitted. 

Area  of  State  and  extent  of  surveys. — ^The  estimated  area  of  the  State  is 
83,531  square  miles,  or  53,459,840  acres. 

The  total  number  of  acres  of  land  surveyed,  from  the  commencement  to  June 
30,  1862,  is  reported  to  be  21,641,345.80,  as  follows  : 

Public  lands,  20,384,162.54  acres. 

Indian  reservations,  1,257,061.77  acres. 

Military  reservations,  50.14  acres. 

Light-house  reservations,  71.35  acres. 

Ofike-toork. — ^There  have  been  selected  and  listed  253,127.99  acres,  as 
swamp. 

88  plats  of  townships  have  been  constnicted  and  transmitted  to  the  proper 
offices. 

322  miles  of  standard  parallel  .and  township  lines  have  been  platted  and 
transmitted. 

The  original  notes  of  1,710  miles  of  subdivisional  surveys,  including  332 
miles  of  meanders,  have  been  examined  and  platted ;  also  contents  of  fractional 
lots ;  calculated  and  noted  and  1,276  pages  of  field-notes,  and  2,585  pages  of 
records  have  been  transcribed. 

The  timber  depredations  in  the  surveying  districts  which  embrace  Wis- 
consiu,  Minnesota,  and  more  distant  sections,  have  engaged  the  attention  of  this 
office  with  a  view  to  arrest  the  mischief.  The  results,  under  the  existing 
system  of  repression,  have  been  generally  satisfactory,  and  without  expense  to 
the  public  treasury,  the  cost  having  been  paid  out  of  the  fund  arising  from  the 
sale  of  timber, 

KANSAS    AND    NEBRASKA. 

There  have  been  surveyed  in  Kansas,  during  the  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1862,  an  extent  of  1,220  lineal  miles,  embracing  an  area  of  460,422  acres, 
and  in  Nebraska  947  miles,  covering  202,664  acres. 

Surveying  contracts  have  been  made  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  to  the 
extent  of  the  $10,000  appropriation,  one-half  having  been  assigned  fpr  field 
operations  to  Kansas,  and  another  moiety  to  Nebraska. 

Partial  returns  have  been  made  to  this  office  of  the  subdivisional  work  on  the 
Saline  fork  of  the  Smoky  Hill  fork,  also  of  standard  and  township  lines 
south  of  Fort  Kearney,  between  the  Republican  and  Solomon  forks. 

The  surveys  in  Nebraska  are  situated  in  the  valleys  of  Platte  and  Loup  fork, 
south  of  Pawnee  reservation.  The  surveyor  general  reports  a  list  of  selections 
by  the  governor  of  Kansas  for  twelve  salt  springs,  under  the  third  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  admitting  Kansas  into  the  Union,  amounting  to  46,106  acres ; 
also  a  list  of  saline  lands  to  be  reserved  from  sale,  selected  from  the  field«notes, 
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embracing  an  area  in  Kansae  of  15,841.01  acres,  and  in  the  Territory  of  Ne- 
bra^ika,  17,665.61  acres. 

For  the  ftirther  extension  of  the  public  surveys  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  the 
surveyor  general,  for  reasons  stated  in  his  report,  submits  an  estimate  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864 : 

For  surveys  in  Kansas 872,  348 

For  dur\'ey8  in  Nebraska 69,  076 

Total : 141,  424 

Which  has  been  reduced  by  this  office  to  the  restricted  scale  determined  upon 
by  the  department  in  view  of  our  financial  exigencies. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  12th  June,  1858,  prohibits  the  sale  of  aban- 
doned military  sites,  except  as  to  Florida.  The  surveyor  general  refers  to  the 
extensive  military  reservation  at  Fort  Childs,  now  Fort  Kearney,  suggesting  a 
modification  of  the  said  act,  with  a  view  to  the  sale,  as  other  public  lands,  of 
part  of  said  reserve.  That  officer  presents  the  further  consideration  that  the 
reserve  is  an  impediment  to  the  location,  upon  the  most  direct  route,  of  the  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  and  Sioux  City  branches  of  the  Pacific  raOroad.  Should  such  diffi- 
culty arise  as  to  the  road,  upon  the  matter  being  presented  to  this  department 
it  will  be  dealt  with  upon  proper  principles. 

In  regard  to  the  general  suggestions  as  to  the  modification  of  the  said  act  of 
12th  June,  1858,  with  a  view  to  all  reserves,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  other  pub- 
lic lands,  this  office  is  not  at  the  present  time  prepared  to  make  a  recom- 
mendation. 

The  lands  surveyed  since  the  opening  of  the  surveying  district,  to  the  30th 
June,  1862,  is  reported  to  be  as  follows  : 

In  Kimsas,  of  the  public  lands 15,  898,  667.19  acres. 

In  Nebraska 10,  968,  905.96     " 


ToUl 26,  867,  573.15 


<< 


To  which  may  be  added  the  surveys,  under  the  direction  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  Indian  office,  of  military  reservation  and  Indian  lands. 


DAKOTA    TERRITORY. 

The  riun-eys  of  the  public  lands  in  this  Territory  have  been  extended  chiefly 
north  of  the  Missouri  river,  from  its  confluence  with  the  Big  Sioux  river  on  the 
ea*t  to  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  the  Niobrara,  embracing  the  valleys  of  Big 
Sioux,  Missouri,  Vermillion,  and  Dakota,  to  an  extent  of  1,520  lineal  miles,  in- 
cluding an  area  of  512,144  acres  of  agricultural  lands. 

The  surveyor  general  reports  considerable  progress  in  the  survey  during  the 
present  fiscal  year,  under  contracts  entered  into  to  the  full  extent  of  the  appro- 
priation of  $5,000.  The  fields  of  operation  are  along  the  Big  Sioux,  opposite 
the  northwestern  part  of  Iowa,  and  in  the  country  lying  between  the  jPonca, 
Yankton,  and  Fort  Bandall  reservations. 

The  land  office  for  the  district  of  Yanckton  having  been  organized,  those  duties 
which  had  been  temporarily  devolved  on  the  surveyor  general  during  the  last 
year  were  txtmekimA  by  that  officer,  on  16th  July,  1862,  to  the  register  and 
reeeiyer  al  Vermillion. 

The  wmnmoT  gesenl  reports  a  steady  immigration  to  Dakota  of  practical 
who  BATe  been  making  permanent  improvements  in  various  portions  of 
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the  Territory.  The  country  about  Sioux  Falls  City  on  the  Big  Sioux  river  and 
its  valley  is  described  as  very  fertile,  possessing  the  best  water  power  in  the 
Territory,  and  a  large  number  of  pre-emptions,  it  is  represented,  are  taken  by 
actual  settlers,  and  that  measures  are  on  foot  to  secure  further  immigration  into 
the  valley. 

In  view  of  expected  increase  in  settlements,  the  surveyor  general  submits  an 
estimate  for  continuing  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  in  his  district,  of  $39,948, 
with  an  addition,  as  a  special  appropriation,  of  $4,000,  to  commence  a  geological, 
in  connexion  with  the  linear,  survey,  there  being  a  proviso  in  the  deficiency  ap- 
propriation  act  of  2 1st  July,  1852,  that  "  there  shall  be  no  further  geological 
survey  by  the  government  unless  hereafter  authorized  by  law."  The  pecuniary 
exigencies  of  the  times,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  have,  however,  restrained 
this  office  from  doing  more  at  present  than  submitting  a  small  estimate  for  ex- 
tending surveys. 

COLORADO. 

No  specific  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress  for  sun'eying  in  Colorado 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862.  The  department,  however^  appor- 
tioned the  sum  of  $9,000  for  the  service  in  the  Territory,  out  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  that  year  for  the  districts  from  which  the  Colorado  was  constituted. 
The  surveyor  general  reports  that  258  miles  of  standard  lines  and  287  miles 
of  township  lines  have  been  surveyed  under  that  apportionment.  He  further 
states  that  54  miles  of  standard  and  114  miles  of  township  lines  have  been 
completed  and  returned,  and  420  mOes  of  subdivisional  worV  are  in  progress, 
under  contracts  made  under  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  continuing  the  pub- 
lic surveys  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1863. 

That  officer  submits  the  sum  of  $24,400  as  the  estimate,  contingently,  for  sur- 
veys for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864,  which  is  reduced  in  our  estimates  to 
$10,000. 

No  estimate  is  submitted  for  Utah,  there  having  been  already  surveyed 
2,500,000  acres  in  that  Territory,  and  no  land  district  yet  oiganized. 

Natural  resources, — ^The  surveyor  general  submits  an  interesting  report  of  the 
natural  resources  of  this  Territory,  llie  gold  product  is  reported  as  no  longer  an 
experiment;  claims  are  being  worked  at  a  depth  of  two  hundred  feet ;  the  deeper 
the  lodes  are  worked,  the  richer  the  quartz.  The  principal  gold-bearing  region, 
as  at  present  discovered,  extends  fi*om  the  vicinity  of  Long's  Peak,  in  a  southwest- 
erly direction,  to  the  heads  of  San  Juan  river.  The  product  of  the  mines  the  last 
year  was  about  $5,000,000.  The  gold  yield  for  the  present  year,  it  is  estimated, 
will  reach  $10,000,000.  Lead,  iron,  and  coal  are  also  found  to  exist  in  con- 
siderable quantities  in  the  mountains.  The  surveyor  general  thinks  a  scientific 
geological  survey  of  the  Territory  is  needed.  The  valleys  of  the  mountain 
streams,  in  which  the  supply  of  water  is  constant,  are  fertile,  and  adapted  to 
agricultural  purposes.  The  surveyor  general  reports  that  there  are  many  stock 
ranches  in  the  valleys,  and  that  little  attention  is  paid  to  raising  crops,  by 
reason  of  the  shortness  of  the  crop-growing  season. 

On  the  Huerferno  and  Arkansas  rivers  are  the  most  extensive  grain-growing 
farms  east  of  the  mountains.  On  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  tributaries  is  a  large 
population,  mostly  Mexican,  engaged  in  agricultural  and  pastoral  pursuits. 

CALIPORMA  AND  NEVADA. 

The  whole  number  of  acres  of  publiclands  surveyed  and  returned  to  this  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  is,  in  CaJifoniia,  106,118.29  acres ;  in 
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Nevada  Territory,  147,584  acres ;  total,  253,702.29  acres.  There  have  also 
been  surveyed  and  returned,  for  the  same  period,  private  land  claims  in 
Calilbmia  amounting  to  389,181.86  acres.  The  number  of  acres  of  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  California  surveyed  and  returned  for  the  Quarter  ending 
September  30,  1862,  is  194,869.66  acres.  The  surveyor  general  presents  the 
following  estimates  for  continuiDg  the  public  surveys  in  that  surveying  district 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864,  to  wit :  for  California,  $150,000 ;  for 
Nevada,  $100,000. 

This  office,  however,  looking  to  the  state  of  the  treasury,  submits  a  reduced 
estimate  of  $25,000  for  continuing  the  surveys — $15,000  for  California  and 
$10,000  for  Nevada — ^for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864,  believing  such 
amount  adequate  to  the  present  exigencies  of  the  surveying  district. 

OREGON. 

In  this  State  the  surveys  have  progressed  to  the  extent  of  the  means  pro- 
vided, the  field  operations  havine  been  confined,  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains, 
to  the  valleys  of  Des  Chutes  ana  Umatilla  rivers,  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia 
river.  The  surveyor  general  reports  the  existence  of  rich  and  extensive  gold 
mines  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Oregon,  and  that  the  country  surrounding  the 
mines  is  adapted  to  agricultural  purposes  ;  that  the  extension  of  the  lines  of  the 
public  surveys  is  ui^ntly  required  in  the  valleys  of  Walla- Walla,  Umatilla, 
Grand  Bonde,  Powder,  Burnt,  and  John  Day's  rivers.  He  therefore  submits  an 
estimate  of  $28,056  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  which  is  reduced  to  $10,000,  re- 
garded by  this  office  as  adequate  to  public  exigencies. 

The  surve3ing  service  in  Oregon  is  reported  as  embracing  four  hundred  and 
forty-eight  whole  and  fractional  townships,  equal  to  6,219,681.62  acres,  of  which 
the  surveys  of  donation  claims,  at  the  expense  of  donees,  amount  to  1,357,087.30 
acres,  and  public  lands  to  4,835,700.78  acres,  the  latter  including  donation 
claims  taken  by  legal  subdivisions. 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

The  surveyor  general  states  that  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
survey  of  donation  claims  and  their  examination  in  his  office,  but  very  limited 
progress  in  public  surveys  during  the  fiscal  year,  owing  to  alleged  inadequacy 
of  the  price  allowed  by  law,  which  is  not  exceeding  $8  per  lineal  mile.  That 
officer  recommends  an  increase  in  the  per  mileage  to  $12  for  section  and  town- 
ship lines,  and  $16  per  mile  for  standard  lines  toest  of  the  Cascade  mountains, 
and  that  the  maximum  price  per  mile  east  of  those  mountains  be  $8  for  section 
and  township  lines,  and  $12  for  standard  lines.  The  surveyor  general  further 
represents  that,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  the  unsurveyed  portion 
of  the  district  lying  west  of  the  mountains,  owing  to  dense  and  tangled  under- 
growth, and  yet  very  desirable  for  farming  purposes  when  cleared,  cannot  be 
surveyed  even  at  the  price  of  $12  and  $20  per  mile. 

The  same  officer  refers  to  the  excitement  prevailing  in  that  Territory  conse- 
quent upon  the  late  discoveries  of  valuable  gold  mines  on  the  Salmon,  Clear- 
water, Bitter  Boot,  and  other  rivers  in  the  eastern  portion  of  Washington  Terri- 
tory, and  to  an  influx  of  twenty  thousand  persons  engaged  in  developing  the 
mineral  wealth  of  the  country ;  and,  with  these  facts  in  view,  submits  estimates 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864,  for  ^ve  hundred  miles  of  standard 
lines,  at  an  average  of  $16  per  mile,  equal  to  $8,000  ;  for  three  thousand  miles 
of  township  and  subdivisional  lines,  at  $10  per  mile,  equal  to  $30,000 ;  amount- 
ing  in  the  aggr^ate  to  $38,000. 

1^606  estimatea  hare  been  reduced  by  this  office  to  $10,000,  with  the  purpose 
of  Hmitiiig  the  proposed  sphere  of  operations,  and  of  so  directing  the  surveys  as 
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to  reach  the  distant  settlements  near  Forts  Golville  and  Okinakane,  at  the  same 
time  restricting  the  cost  to  the  legal  rate  of  the  88  maximum  per  mile,  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  office,  will  be  found  fairly  remunerative  for  the  purpose  when 
the  present  temporary  influences  upon  cost  of  labor  shall  have  subsided. 

In  the  mean  time  and  at  present  we  have  on  hand,  duly  surveyed,  and  not 
yet  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  in  the  Territory,  the  quantity  of  2,803,457.78 
acres.  Should  the  estimates  proposed  by  the  Commissioner  be  made  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864,  the  quantity  of  surveyed  lands  would  be 
increased  to  3,400,000  acres,  with  hitherto  very  inconsiderable  demands  for 
purchase  or  location. 

The  surveys  of  tbe  public  lands  in  Washington  Territory  have  reached 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  46th  degree  of  north  latitude,  which  constitutes  the 
boundary  between  that  Territory  and  Oregon,  not  yet  defined  by  landmarks. 

The  surveyor  general  invites  attention  to  the  necessity  of  surveying  and 
marking  that  boundary,  in  order  to  avoid  infringing  upon  the  Oregon  jurisdic- 
tion, and  thus  extend  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys  over  the  valley  of  WalU- 
Walla,  which  contains  large  and  flourishing  settlements.  Regarding  the  proper 
time  as  arrived  for  the  survey  of  the  boundary — ^for  which  an  appropriation  of 
$4,500  was  made  by  Congress  June  25, 1860 — ^it  is  proposed,  under  tne  author- 
ity of  the  department,  as  signified  in  letter  of  June  13,  1861,  to  take  measures 
with  a  view  to  contract  with  a  person  possessed  of  requisite  scientific  and  pro- 
fessional skill  for  the  work  during  the  next  spring,  tne  boundary  in  question 
requiring  astronomical  determinations  of  the  intersection  points  of  the  46th 
degree  north  latitude  with  the  middle  channel  of  the  Columbia  river,  or  the 
middle  of  the  widest  channel  thereof,  on  the  west  terminus,  and  with  tbe  middle 
of  the  main  channel  of  Shoshonee  or  Snake  river  on  the  east,  at  a  distance  of 
about  ninety  miles  apart. 

The  annexed  official  report  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  surveyor  general's  oflice 
of  Washington  Territory  embodies  important  information  as  to  the  value  and 
extent  of  the  gold  discoveries  and  agricultural  capacities  of  the  country. 

NEW   MEXICO. 

The  surveys  of  the  public  lands  and  confirmed  private  claims  in  New  Mexico 
during  the  past  fiscal  year  have  not  only  been  delayed  by  difficulties  attending 
the  identification  of  the  true  limits  of  private  claims  in  the  field,  owing  to  vag^e 
descriptions  in  the  grants,  but  seriously  interrupted  by  Indian  hostilities  and 
the  incursion  of  the  rebel  troops,  occasioning  the  removal  for  safety  of  the  sur- 
veying archives  to  Fort  Union. 

The  result  is,  that  although  $8,000  worth  of  service  had  been  contracted  for, 
(the  whole  amount  assigned  to  New  Mexico,)  field-work  is  reported  as  executed 
only  to  the  extent  of  $3,700.  The  balance  of  the  contract,  which  stipulated 
mainly  the  survey  of  private  claims,  having  expired  by  limitation,  its  renewal, 
though  solicited  by  the  contractors,  could  not  be  autnorized  by  this  office,  in 
view  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  2,  1862,  requiring  the  owners  of  such 
titles  to  pay  for  the  survey  of  their  claims.  In  order  that  the  government  may 
have  the  means  of  determining,  in  New  Mexico,  what  is  claimed  as  private 
property,  under  valid  titles  from  the  governments  of  Spain  and  Mexico,  and 
thus  avoid  interference  therewith  in  the  sun'ey  and  disposal  of  the  public  lands, 
it  is  recommended,  first,  that  claimants  be  required  to  &\^  the  evidence  of  their 
claims  with  the  surveyor  general  within  a  limited  period,  on  penalty  of  for- 
feiture, and  that  measures  be  prescribed  by  law  for  a  prompt  and  final  adjudica- 
tion of  all  such  claims. 

The  surveys  in  the  Territory  during  the  last  year  cover  23,024  acres  of  public 
lands,  and  168,747  acres  of  confirmed  private  titles. 

The  aggregate  surveys  in  New  Mexico  since  the  organization  of  the  district 
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to  June  30,  1862,  is  4,617,812  acres,  of  which  2,293,142  acres  are  public  land, 
and  2^4,670  acres  are  covered  by  confirmed  grants. 

The  aurvejing  service  in  the  Territorj,  in  consequence  of  Indian  hostilities, 
will  be  confined  to  the  office-work  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  and  hence  no 
estimate  is  submitted  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  the  amount  of  $5,000  appro- 
priated for  the  past  being  deemed  adequate  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  mineral  wealth  of  the  Territory  is  reported  to  be  immense,  both  in 
precioiiB  and  useful  metals. 

The  Utah  surve3ing  district  has  been  consolidated  with  Colorado,  and  Nevada 
with  California,  the  necessary  transfer  of  archives  having  been  effected. 

By  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  20,  1862,  reducing 
the  ezpensea  of  survey  and  sale  of  the  public  lands,  the  cost  of  survey  and 
platdng  of  "private  land  claims''  is  transferred  from  the  government  to  the 
ownen  of  sucn  titles  where  the  same  is  properly  referable ;  the  sums  heretofore 
expended  out  of  the  public  treasury  in  California  and  Mexico  alone  having 
reached  an  aggregate  of  S178,769  09,  of  which  $157,899  06  was  expended  in 
the  Ibnner,  and  $20,870  03  in  the  latter  surveying  district.  As  the  surveying 
appropriations  are  relieved  from  the  expense  of  the  survey  of  individual  titles, 
in^tmctionB  have  been  despatched  to  the  proper  surveying  districts  to  apply  the 
whole  surveying  appropriations  by  act  of  March  1,  1862,  to  the  survey  of  the 
public  lands. 

EXAMINATION  OP  SURVEYS. 

Some  years  aeo  a  practice  grew  up  of  making  general  examinations  of  sur- 
veys in  Uie  field.  When  a  contract  was  entered  into  between  the  surveyor 
genezal  and  a  deputy  surveyor,  an  express  stipulation  was  inserted  that  a  per- 
centage should  be  retained,  to  be  applied  to  inspection  of  the  surveys  in  the 
field,  the  excess,  if  any,  of  the  retained  percentage  over  cost  of  examination  to 
be  returned  to  contractor. 

The  excellent  theory  of  this  rule  was  not  realized  in  practice.  It  was  found 
that  such  inspections  became  more  a  matter  of  form  thcui  substance,  and  as  no 
really  beneficial  result  followed,  the  system,  after  fair  trial,  was  discontinued. 
The  only  authority  now  existing  for  such  examinations  is  that  delegated  by  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  3d  March,  1853. — (Statutes,  volume  10,  page  248.) 

By  the  tenth  section  of  that  act  it  is  declared  the  ''  duty  of  each  of  the  re- 
eipective  surveyors  general  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  is 
compatible  with  the  desk  duties  of  his  office,  occasionaUy  to  inspect  the  survey- 
ing operations  while  in  progress  in  the  field  sufficiently  to  satisfy  himself,  from 
actual  examuiation,  of  the  fidelity  of  the  execution  of  the  work  according  to 
contract,  and  the  actual  and  necessary  expenses  incurred  by  him  while  so  en- 
gaged "  should  be  allowed ;  "  and  where  it  is  incompatible  with  his  other  duties 
for  a  surveyor  general  to  devote  the  time  necessary  to  make  a  personal  inspec- 
tion of  the  work  in  progress,  then  he  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
depute  a  confidential  agent  to  make  such  examination,  and  the  actual  and  neces- 
iaiy  expenses  of  such  person  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  that  service,  and 
five  dollars  per  day  during  the  examination  in  the  field :  Pravidedt  That  such 
examination  shall  not  be  protracted  beyond  thirty  days,  and  in  no  case  longer 
than  is  actually  necessary ;  and  when  a  surveyor  general,  or  any  person  em- 
ployed  in  his  office  at  a  regular  salary,  shall  be  engaged  in  such  special  service, 
he  or  they  shall  only  receive  his  necessary  expenses  in  addition  to  his  regular 
«aiary."  The  security  of  the  government  for  good  field-work  is  only  to  be 
found  in  the  high  professional  ability  and  integrity  of  the  deputy  surveyors,  and 
hence  the  established  rules  of  the  department  forbid  surveyors  general  employ- 
ing any  other  than  campeUnt  and  reliable  men. 

To  preirent  abuses  consequent  upon  regarding  said  act  of  1853  as  authority 
for  mwing  field  examinations  of  all  surveys,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  thus 
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uimecessarilj  taxing  the  public  treasuiy,  the  fixed  policy  of  the  office  requires 
the  surveyors  general  in  field  examinatiooB  to  be  confined  to  eases  where  thejr 
have  good  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  work  executed  under  the  con- 
tracts and  instructions  which  they  may  have  given.  These  offieen  are  forbidden 
to  approve  the  plats  or  certify  for  payment  any  work  of  this  class,  the  oomeet- 
ness  of  which  may  be  doubted  or  drawn  in  question,  until  after  it  shall  have 
been  tested  in  the  field,  and,  if  faulty,  correctea  at  the  expense  of  the  contnustor. 
In  presenting  accounts  for  expenses  incurred  under  the  authority  of  the  said 
act,  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  field  inspection  are  required  to  be  Mtis- 
factorily  shown  as  essential  preliminaries  to  the  approval  ana  payment  of  ac* 
counts  for  such  service. 

DONATION  CLAIMS  IN  OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON. 

In  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  27th  September,  1850, 
creating  **  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands  in  Oregon,  and  to 
provide  for  the  survey,  and  to  make  donations  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands**' 
it  is  stipulated,  in  regard  to  settlements  of  donees,  that  they  shall  be  taken  in  a 
compact  form,  and,  when  practicable,  by  legal  subdivisions,  but  when  that  cannot 
be  done  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general  to  survey  and  mark  each 
claim,  with  the  boundaries  as  claimed,  <*  at  the  request  and  expense  of  the 
claimant." 

To  accomplish  this  desirable  result,  so  long  delayed  by  the  neglect  of  claim- 
ants to  come  forward  and  pay  for  their  surveys,  as  the  law  requires,  where 
special  survey  is  necessary,  instructions  have  been  despatched  by  this  office  to 
the  surveyors  general  of  Oregon  and  Washington,  directing  them  to  proceed  at 
once  to  make  out  a  complete  schedule  of  all  unturveyed  confirmca  donation 
claims,  designating  the  number  and  date  of-  notification,  name  of  donee,  and 
locality,  as  near  as  may  be.  The  schedules  to  be  arranged  in  two  classes.  The 
first  class  to  embrace  such  claims  as  are  situated  in  townships  in  which  the  sub- 
divisional  surveys  have  been  made. 

To  this  end  tiey  have  been  directed  to  cause  a  notice  in  writing  to  be  served 
upon  each  claimant,  calling  upon  him,  if  he  desires  a  specific  survey  to  be  made 
of  his  claim,  to  furnish  data  showing  its  locality,  in  connexion  with  the  lines  of 
the  public  surveys,  and  pay,  as  the  law  requires,  the  cost  of  such  survey;  or,  if 
he  is  willing  to  take  his  claim  according  to  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys,  to 
designate,  in  compact  form,  his  location,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
others.  The  instructions  require  a  period  to  be  fixed  from  the  date  of  notice, 
with  the  stipulation  that  unless  the  call  is  complied  with  at  or  before  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  it  will  be  presumed  the  claimant  assents  to  the  designation  anil 
setting  apart  by  the  surveyor  general  according  to  the  lines  of  the  public  sur- 
veys of  the  particular  tract,  to  satisfy  the  claim  upon  the  best  aata  he  may  have 
on  hand ;  and  all  such  designations,  whether  by  the  donees  themselves  or  by 
the  surveying  department,  the  surveyors  general  are  required  promptly  to  report 
to  this  and  the  local  land  office,  that  the  tracts  so  selected  and  designated  may 
be  respected  and  treated  as  the  property  of  said  donees. 

Second  class, — To  embrace  such  confirmed  unsurveyed  donations  as  arc  situ- 
ated in  townships  in  which  the  subdivisional  work  has  not  been  executed. 

When,  in  the  regular  progress  of  surveys,  the  localities  are  reached  in  which 
there  are  such  claims,  the  surveyors  general  are  directed  to  furnish  the  deputy 
with  a  copy  of  the  schedule  exhibiting  this  class,  with  approximate  data  as  to 
the  locality  of  each  claim,  and  to.  order  such  deputy  to  call  upon  the  claimants, 
on  the  spot,  to  establish  their  lines  and  pay  the  cost  of  survey,  according  to  the 
rate  allowed  by  law  ;  the  deputy  thereupon  being  required  to  execute  Uie  sur- 
vey, in  compact  form,  and  make  special  return  in  each  case,  besides  ftilly  repre* 
senting  the  same  in  his  sworn  fiela-notes  of  the  general  survey. 


SSPOST  OF  THE  SECBETABT  OF  THE  DTTEBIOR.      49 

Pre^mpHimg.'^^'Bj  the  act  of  Gongresfl  i^iproved  Jane  2,  1862,  establishing 
a  land  office  in  Colorado,  and  for  other  parposee,  the  public  lands  in  that  Terri- 
tory are  made  liable  to  the  pre-emption  act  of  September  4,  184) ,  with  a  pro- 
viso **  that  when  nnsnnrcyed  lands  are  claimed  by  pre-emption  notice  of  the 
specific  tracts  claimed  shall  be  filed  within  six  months  after  the  survey  has  been 
made  ni  the  field/'  and  payment  to  be  made  within  twelve  months  after  notice. 

It  18  recommended  that  the  7th  section  of  the  general  law,  approved  May  30, 
1862,  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  survey  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
United  States,  be  made  applicable  to  Colorado,  so  that  the  pre-emption  declara- 
tkma  shall  be  filed  within  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  reception  of  the 
township  plats  at  the  district  office;  and  further,  that  the  requirements  as  to 
time  of  payment,  in  the  14th  and  15th  sections  of  the  act  of  September  4, 
1841,  shall  be  declared  applicable  to  Colorado. 

In  this  connexion  it  is  suggested  also  whether  the  spirit  of  the  pre-emption 
privilege  would  not  be  sustained  by  further  legislation,  fixing  a  specific  period 
lor  actnml  settlement  and  cultivation  which  shall  be  required  of  a  party  oefore 
an  actual  pra-emption  entiy  is  admissible. 

THE  PACIFIC  RAILWAY. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1,  1862,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Pacific,  a  grant  of  land  is 
made,  excduding  mineral,  of  eveiy  alternate  odd  numbered  section,  to  the  amount 
of  five  alternate  sections  per  mile,  on  each  side  of  the  route. 

In  regard  to  the  Missouri,  or  eastern  division  of  the  road,  the  agent  of  the 
Leavenworth,  Pawnee,  and  Western  Railroad  Company  of  Kansas  filed  in  July 
last  in  this  office  a  map  and  diagram  of  the  probable  route  of  the  road  west  of 
the  towB  of  Lawrence,  in  that  State,  from  a  point  on  the  left  bank  of  Kansas 
river,  opposite  said  town,  west,  along  the  left  bank  of  said  river  to  the  left  bank 
of  the  Republican  Fork;  thence  along  the  left  bank  of  that  Fork  to  the  100th 
meridian  of  longitude  west  from  Greenwich,  and  instructions  under  date  of  July 
17.  1862,  were  despatched  accordingly  to  the  proper  officers  in  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  to  make  the  requisite  withdrawal  of  public  lands  along  the  route, 
within  15  miles  thereof,  under  the  requirements  of  the  7th  section  of  said  act 
of  July  1,  1862. 

Id  regard  to  the  Pacific  portion,  the  agents  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  have  likewise  filed  in  this  office  a  map  and  diagram,  designating  the 
pmbable  route  of  said  road  east  from  a  point  at  the  Sacramento  river,  near  the 
mouth  of  tlie  American  river,  in  California;  thence  in  a  northeasterly  direction 
to  tbe  big  bend  of  the  Truckee  river,  in  Nevada  Territory.  Instructions  were 
th(*refure  addressed,  2d  August  last,  to  the  register  and  receiver  at  Marysville, 
California,  to  make  the  necessary  withdrawals. 

A  Question  has  been  raised  in  connexion  with  the  withdrawals  in  the  Junc- 
tion City  district,  as  to  whether  those  withdrawals  should  embrace  the  even 
numbered  or  non-granted  sections,  and  whether  such  ev^i  numbered  sections 
itiiould  not  be  relieved  from  withdrawal  and  laid  open  to  pre-emption,  sale,  and 
location. 

The  subject  was  considered  in  instructions  bearing  date  September  12,  1862, 
for  the  government  of  the  register  and  receiver,  as  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  and  approved  by  him  on  September  24,  1862. 

The  principles  laid  down  in  those  instructions  protect,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of 
March  27, 18b4,pre-emptors  upon  either  the  odd  or  ei:en  numbered  sections  who 
had  actually  settled  thereon  be/ore  the  receipt  at  the  district  land  office  of  the 
order  of  witMrawaJf  and  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  March  3,  1853,  recognize 
the  right  of  pre-emption  settlement  upon  the  eten  numbered  sections,  even  sub- 
s^^uen^io  the  reception  of  said  order,  where  such  settlements  are  made  prior  to 
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the  ''final  allotment  of  tbe  alternate  eeetions  to  tbe  Tailmada/'  bat  at  die  en- 
banoed  minunnm  of  $2  60  per  aere,  as  stipulated  in  said  act  of  1853. 

In  Tiew  of  the  3d  and  7th  sections  of  said  act  <!i  Jnly  1,  1862,  it  is  held, 
however^  that  this  office  has  not  the  power  to  lay  open  to  ordinary  sale  or  locii- 
tion  the  even  nnmbered  sections,  without  the  fbrther  orders  of  Oongress. 

In  passing  from  the  consideration  of  the  preliminary  questions  winch  hare 
arisen  in  connexion  with  the  Pacific  route,  the  importance  of  which  to  the  prt>»- 
perity  of  the  country  cannot  be  over  estimated,  it  will  be  found  that  Got^^^s 
has  dealt  with  the  measure  in  a  corresponding  spirit  of  liberaii^,  as  the  giant, 
which  awards  to  the  work  "  an  amount  of  five  alternate  sections  per  mile  on  each 
side  of  said  road,"  thus  concedes  a  belt  of  6,400  acres  for  every  mile  of  its 
length,  embracing  some  fifteen  and  a  half  millions  of  acres. 

That  measure,  with  our  existing  thirty  thousand  miles  of  lailway  now  spread- 
ing firom  the  Atlantic  beyond  the  Mississippi,  will  form  a  great  continental  sys- 
tem, reaching  from  ocean  to  ocean,  eyentually  intersecting  every  political  snbdi- 
vision  of  the  United  States,  thereby  giving  impetus  to  domestic  trade  and 
intercourse,  opening  new  fields  of  labor  and  prosperity  within  our  limits,  whilst 
our  wealth  will  be  increased  by  the  rich  eastern  trade,  through  oiur  mereantile 
marine  on  the  Pacific,  with  China,  Japan,  and  distant  India. 

The  advantages  of  the  Pacific  railway  will  be  felt,  not  merely  in  carrying 
with  its  progress  at  an  early  period  extensive  lines  of  settlement,  thereby  sub* 
jeeting  to  the  toil  of  the  husbandman,  with  coTrenponding  rewards,  plains  over 
which  the  Indian  and  bufb^lo  now  roam,  thus  strengthening  the  foundations  of 
the  republic,  but  it  will  bring  to  light  and  develop  the  mineral  interests  now  held 
as  a  proprietary  right  by  the  nation  in  the  public  domain. 

Among  these,  coal  is  found  in  great  variety  and  abundance  between  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  the  Pacific.  That  important  element,  so  essential  for  domestic, 
mechanical,  and  navigation  purposes,  a£fecting  our  vast  internal  intercourse  and 
trade  and  our  external  commerce,  is  of  course  a  very  prominent  subject  of  interost 
to  our  people.  The  extent  of  the  twelve  coal  bearing  States  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi holds  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  immense  coal  fields  west  of  that  region, 
as  we  have  information  reporting  the  existence  of  coal  in  Dakota,  Kansas,  Ne* 
braska,  Colorado,  Utah,  Nevada,  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington.  Infor- 
mation horn  official  sources  in  California  refers  to  the  Mount  Diablo  coal  mines 
as  situated  in  township  2  north,  ranges  1  and  2  east,  and  the  Corral  coal  mines 
as  located  in  township  3  south,  ranges  3  and  4  east. 

From  another  source  it  is  stated  that  the  principal  coal  vein  is  located  about 
one  mile  east  from  Mount  Diablo,  in  a  low  range  of  hills,  about  six  miles  due 
south  from  New  York;  thence  running  east  six  miles;  thence  with  the  course  of 
the  hills,  due  south,  some  twelve  miles,  to  Corral  Hollow,  near  Livermore's  Base. 
As  far  as  prospected,  the  vein  appears  to  be  some  five  feet  in  thiclftiess.  The 
coal  is  being  taken  out  in  large  quantities,  and  is  readily  sold  at  tl2  per  too. 
Parties  are  engaged  in  prospecting  for  coal  west  of  Mount  Diablo,  and  there  are 
indications  of  coal  in  all  that  region  of  country. 

A  railroad,  about  six  miles  long,  is  projected  from  the  San  Joaquin,  extending 
south  towards  the  Mount  Diablo,  for  the  transportation  of  coal  nom  the  minea 
there,  designated  as  the  Pittsburg,  Union,  and  Eureka. 

Discoveries  of  coal  have  been  made  at  Bellingham  bay,  Washington  Terri* 
tory.  This  coal  contains  a  very  large  amount  of  oxygen,  and  but  little  hydro* 
carbon ;  so  much  so  that  it  gives  off  comparatively  but  little  combustible  lumi- 
nous gas  or  smoke,  and  appears  to  be  almost  as  difficult  of  ignition  as  eani- 
anthracite.  It  is  regarded  as  a  fuel  superior  to  any  tertiaxy  lignite,  approAehine 
the  composition  of  the  coal  of  the  western  States,  taking  a  high  rank  as  a  fuel 
in  comparison  with  ordinary  lignites. 

Then  there  are  the  Willamette  river  and  Cape  Flattery  coals,  belonging  to 
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the  lignite  type,  and  senriceable  for  the  emclting  of  iron  and  for  ordinary  fuel, 
some  of  the  Cape  Flattery  coal  being  i-eported  as  pretty  good  for  steamboats. 

In  Nevada  good  coal  has  been  discovered  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dayton, 
formerly  Chinatown,  and  superior  specimens  have  reached  here  from  Colorado, 
showing  the  wealth  of  that  Territory  in  this  great  industrial  agent 

But  the  necessities  of  the  times  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  ren- 
der specially  attractive  the  gold  fields  of  the  public  domain. 

The  great  auriferous  region  of  the  United  States  on  the  western  portion  of 
the  continent  stretches  from  the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude  and  Puget  sound 
to  the  31^  30^'  parallel,  and  from  the  102d  degree  of  longitude  west  of  Green- 
wich to  the  Pacific  ocean,  embracing  portions  of  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Colorado, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  with  Arizona,  Utah,  Nevada,  California,  Oregon,  and  Wash- 
ington Territory. 

It  may  be  designated  as  comprising  17  degrees  of  latitude,  or  a  breadth  of 
1,100  miles  from  north  to  south»  and  of  nearly  equal  longitudinal  extension, 
making  an  area  of  more  than  a  million  of  square  miles. 

This  vast  region  is  traversed  from  north  to  south,  first,  on  the  Pacific  side,  by 
he  Sierra  Nevada  and  the  Cascade  mountains,  then  by  the  Blue  and  Humboldt; 
on  the  east,  by  the  double  ranges  of  the  Bocky  mountains,  embracing  the 
Waeatch,  the  Wind  river  chain,  and  the  Sierra  Madrc,  stretching  longitudinally 
and  in  lateral  spurs,  crossed,  and  linked  together  by  intervening  ridges,  con- 
necting the  whole  system  by  five  principal  ranges,  dividing  the  country  into  an 
equal  number  of  basins,  each  being  nearly  surrounded  by  mountains  and  watered 
by  mountain  streams  and  snows,  thereby  interspersing  this  immense  territory 
with  bodies  of  agricultural  lands,  equal  to  the  support  not  only  of  miners  but  of 
a  dense  population. 

These  mountains  are  litcrallv  stocked  with  mineral,  gold  and  silver  being 
interspersed  in  profusion  over  this  immense  surface,  and  daily  brought  to  light 
by  new  discoveries.  The  precious  metals  are  found  imbedded  in  mountains  of 
quarts,  rich  washings  marking  the  pathway  of  rivers  and  Hoods. 

Besides  their  wealth  in  gold,  no  part  of  the  world  is  so  rich  in  silver  mines 
as  Nevadaa  and  New  Mexico,  yet  these  may  be  estimated  as  only  in  proportion 
to  the  gold  fields,  which  are  in  process  of  development  with  amazing  results. 
The  recent  discoveries  in  the  Colorado,  or  southern  portion  of  California,  and  in 
the  region  stretching  thence  away  up  to  and  north  of  the  Salmon  river  in  Wash- 
ingtcm  Territory,  are  every  day  stimulating  the  mining  enterprise  of  our  people. 

Prior  to  the  gold  discoveries  in  1848,  at  Sutter's  race,  in  California,  the  gold 
product  of  the  world  was  only  an  annual  average  of  18  millions. 

In  1853  the  yield  of  California  was  $70,000,000,  about  four  times  the  aggre- 
gate gold  product  of  the  world  prior  to  1848,  and  that  sum  may  be  set  down  as 
the  present  average  from  that  State  alone.  If  we  compare  the  known  gold 
fields  elsewhere  in  our  public  domain  with  the  yield  of  California,  we  would 
have,  if  an  equal  ratio  of  labor  was  applied,  an  annual  value  of  between  three 
and  four  hundred  millions.  That  an  adequate  amount  of  labor  to  this  end  will 
be  at  hand  when  peace  returns  is  not  to  be  doubted,  not  only  as  coming  in  part 
from  our  citizens  now  in  ordinary  pursuits,  but  from  the  million  and  a  half  of 
men  now  in  arms  who  are  to  be  restored  to  civil  avocations.  These  fields  of 
labor  will  not  only  solve  the  difficulty  of  returning  without  distiurbance  this 

rtion  of  our  people  to  peaceful  employment,  but  they  will  Ornish  incentives 
effort  and  toil  to  the  restless  and  adventurous,  under  the  protection  and  in- 
dneements  of  wise  legislation. 

£Ten  in  the  distant  Territory  of  Washington,  the  extreme  mosaic  block  of 
the  Union,  the  product  of  the  Salmon  river  mines  has  been  estimated  at  twenty 
mUlions  the  present  year,  the  developments  there,  too,  having  been  made  under 
tfvj  dkadvantage :  first,  in  a  season  of  unusual  severity,  with  deep  snow ; 
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next,  in  restricted  facilities  of  travel  into  the  interior,  and  with  inadequate  labor, 
and  in  times  of  domestic  turmoil. 

An  immense  revenue  may  readily  be  obtained  by  subjecting  the  public  mines 
either  to  lease,  under  quarterly  payments,  or  quarterly  tax,  as  seignorage,  upon 
the  actual  product,  under  a  well  regulated  and  efficient  system,  which  would 
stimulate  the  energies  of  miners  and  capitalists  by  securing  to  such  classes  an 
undisputed  interest  in  localities  so  specified,  and  when  the  conditions  as  to  pay- 
ment for  the  usufruct  are  complied  with,  for  unlimited  periods,  and,  whilst 
effecting  this  with  beneficial  results  to  them,  would  relieve  the  necessities  of  the 
republic. 
The  whole  amount  of  our  national  debt,  as  reported,  was,  on 

the  27th  of  October,  1862 $680,  000,  000 

Assuming,  according  to  present  average  expenditure,  the  ac- 
cruing liabilities  from  that  date  to  the  1st  July,  1863,  as.  300,  000,  000 

The  national  debt  on  the  commencement  of  the  next  fiscal 

year  would  be 980,  000,  000 

Ij€S9  revenue  from  direct  tax  in*  the  eight 
months  to  elapse  between  the  present 
date,  the  next  fiscal  year  may  be  set 
down  at $150,  000,  000 

From  imports  for  same  period,  according 

to  present  receipts,  would  be 42,  000,  000 

192,  000.  000 


Total  debt  on  1st  July,  1803,  say 788,  000.  000 


The  average  rate  of  interest  now  of  4^  per  cent,  would  amount  on  that  sum 
annually  to  thirty-five  and  a  half  millions ;  a  tax  of  some  8  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  yield  of  the  mines  would,  upon  the  maturity  of  a  proper  mining  system, 
and  when  the  same  shall  eventually  go  into  full  operation,  pay  off  this  interest, 
enable  the  government  to  reduce  by  at  least  two-thirds  the  existing  direct  tax, 
and  from  the  residue  and  imposts  have  an  annual  income  sufficient  to  support 
the  government,  and  provide  a  fund  for  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  public 
debt,  and  restore  the  currency  to  a  metallic  basis. 

In  order  that  the  facts  more  in  detail  may  be  understood,  upon  which  rests 
the  judgment  of  this  office  as  submitted  in  the  foregoing,  the  lollowing  is  pre- 
sente  d : 

The  usual  size  of  a  mining  claim  in  the  quartz  region  is  100  feet  on  the  Hue 
of  the  lode  or  vein,  and  100  feet  on  each  side,  equal  to  an  area  of  20,000  squaro 
feet  or  say  1,200  claims  to  the  square  mile.  Allow  that  only  one  hundredth 
part  of  the  mountain  surface  is  occupied  by  paying  leads  or  veins  and  there  will 
be  space  for  3,600,000  claims.  But  Governor  Evens,  of  Colorado,  estimates  tbe 
already  discovered  gold  bearing  region  of  that  Territory  as  affording  ample  room 
for  800,000  claims,  and  states  that  new  discoveries  are  daily  increasing  this  area. 
A  glance  at  the  map  is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  mineral  region  of  Colorado 
occupies  less  than  one-sixth  of  the  whole  extent  under  consideration ;  but  assumo 
it  to  be  one-sixth,  and  there  will  be  ample  extent  on  this  basis  for  4,800,000 
claims,  which,  if  worked,  would  give  employment  to  20,000,000  of  men  Quartz 
that  yields  $12  per  ton  will  pay  in  favorable  localities,  but  there  are  many  veins 
now  worked  that  yield  from  $20  to  $500  per  ton,  and  some  that  yield  from  $o00 
to  $2,000  per  ton,  varying  in  different  parts  of  the  same  lode.  Some  of  the 
recent  discoveries  are  estimated  as  high  as  $20,000  per  ton,  but  these  liave  not 
been  worked. 

In  addition  to  the  deposits  of  gold  and  silver,  above  especially  alluded  to, 
various  sections  of  this  whole  region  are  rich  in  precious  stones,  marble,  gi^'psuniv 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  8ECBETABY  OF  THE  INTERIOR.      53 

salt,  tin,  qnickBilver,  aspbaltum,  coal,  iron,  copper,  and  lead — mineral  and  me- 
dicinal, thennal  and  cold  springs  and  streams. 

None  of  these  mines  have  been  worked  for  a  great  length  of  time,  except  the 
placers  of  California,  and  mnch  the  largest  portion  of  them  are  comparatively 
recent  discoveries,  yet  it  has  been  fully  demonstrated  that  the  deeper  the  mine 
is  worked  the  richer  is  the  ore  or  rock.  Mines  that  barely  paid  at  the  surface 
are  yielding  enormous  profits  at  a  depth  of  150  to  200  feet.  And  when  the 
geological  formation  of  this  region  is  carefully  considered  it  will  be  conceded 
fiiat  even  the  precious  metals  must  be  found  in  masses  and  in  position  if  a  suf- 
ficient depth  shall  be  reached. 

The  above  estimate  of  the  extent  of  the  mines  may  seem  extravagant,  but  it 
is  believed  experience  will  demonstrate  that  the  estimate  is  too  low.  Notnow, 
nor  for  many  years  to  come,  because  the  population  is  not  there,  but  as  fast  as 
the  population  does  reach  that  region  the  correctness  of  these  conclusions,  it  is 
believed,  will  be  vindicated. 

Within  the  last  eighteen  months  more  has  been  done  to  establish  the  position 
assumed  than  all  the  discoveries  previously  made.  The  coming  year  and  a  half 
will  do  Btill  more. 

llie  yield  of  the  precious  metals  alone  of  this  region  will  not  fall  below 
8100,000,000  the  present  year,  and  it  will  augment  with  the  increase  of  popula- 
tiun  for  centuries  to  come. 

The  value  of  these  mines  is  absolutely  incalculable — ^to  the  government  they 
may  be  made  to  yield,  in  revenue,  just  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men  em- 
ployed in  working  them.  This  year  they  should  yield  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
and  would  do  so  under  the  operations  of  a  well  matured  system.  But  to  es- 
tablish a  jnBt  system  of  revenue  from  the  mines  is  a  work  of  time.  It  cannot  be 
done  at  once  without  a  shock  to  the  mining  interest.  It  should  be  done  gradu- 
ally and  adapted  to  the  peculiarities  of  locality  and  population. 

Within  ten  years  the  annual  product  of  these  mines  will  reach  two  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  precious  metals  alone,  and  in  coal,  iron,  tin,  lead,  quick- 
rilver,  and  copper,  half  that  sum,  which  should  give  a  revenue  of  $25,000,000; 
and  so.  progressing  to  a  distant  future,  they  may  be  made  a  rich  source  of  in- 
creasing revenue  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  government,  and  relieve  the  nation 
from  the  burden  of  direct  taxation.  The  experience  of  miners  in  those  districts 
which  have  been  successfully  worked  has  demonstrated  the  propriety,  and,  I 
may  add,  the  necessity  of  dividing  the  mineral  lands  into  small  parcels,  or  claims, 
9f  they  are  denominated  in  the  language  of  the  country,  varying  from  one 
hundred  to  twenty  thousand  square  feet,  their  size  being  deteimined  by  the 
ch.iracter  of  the  mines  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  district  in  which  they  may 
bf'  »itaated,  assigning  to  the  first  discoverer  two  claims,  or  a  double  allotment. 
The  eagerness  with  which  these  locations  are  sought  carries  the  explorer  far  in 
advance  of  the  public  surveys,  thereby  defying  the  preparation  of  the  ground 
by  that  means  either  for  sale  or  allotment,  in  any  form  now  known  to  the  laws, 
and  creating  a  necessity  for  adapting  the  proposed  system  to  the  state  of  things 
which  may  exist  when  the  government  shall  take  cognizance  of  the  localities  for 
the  purpose  of  sale  or  taxation,  so  that  existing  and  heretofore  recognized  rights 
may  not  be  rudely  disturbed  nor  the  industry  of  the  miner  paralyzed,  or  his  in- 
vestment of  capital  rendered  insecure.  It  must  be  readily  seen  that  no  system 
for  the  sale  of  these  lands  can  be  devised  which  can  be  adapted  to  all  these  cir- 
cumitances;  and  if  it  could,  no  equitable  minimum  that  would  afford  adequate 
imnaneration  to  the  government  can  possibly  be  determined  upon  in  advance  of 
actual  mining  operations.  Miners  would  not  purchase  at  all  save  at  a  nominal 
price  until  the  value  of  the  location  should  be  fully  ascertained,  and  when  so 
a«certained,  they  wotdd  not  consent,  nor  would  it  be  just,  to  put  them  in  compe- 
tition with  capitalists  who  have  risked  nothing  in  the  exploration.  Even  if 
sales  could  be  effected  they  would  cover  so  small  a  proportion  of  the  general 
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surface  tbat,  at  any  minimum  whicb  would  be  jnst  to  existing  interests  and  give 
promise  of  sales  in  new  localities,  the  amount  realized  to  the  government  would 
be  but  nominal  and  irrregulart  forming  no  basis  for  permanent  revenue ;  afford- 
ing no  certainty  that  any  sum  beyond  the  expenses  of  survey  would  be  realisEed, 
and  no  adequate  compensation  to  our  people  for  the  surrender  of  the  right  of  free 
occupation  which  they  have  heretofore  enjoyed,  and  which  their  interest  and 
that  of  the  government  alike  demand  shall  be  retained  as  a  common  and  per^ 
petual  inheritance. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  of  which  the  proper  limits  of  this  report  will  not 
permit  a  recital,  this  office  canaot  recommend  any  measure  for  the  seUe  of  ^e 
mineral  lands;  but  would  advise  the  retention  of  the  fee  in  the  United  Sttties, 
and  that  they  be  held  open  to  the  free  occupation  of  tSl  our  people,  subject  only 
to  a  nominal  annual  license,  and  such  monthly,  quarterly,  or  annual  moderate 
percentage  upon  the  product  as  shall  be  prescnbea  by  law.  A  limitation  as  to 
the  quantity  which  may  be  held  by  any  person  is  also  advised,  with  the  gtiaran- 
tec  that  such  quantity  may  be  retained  so  long  as  the  location  shall  be  occupied, 
worked,  and  payments  dtdy  made  to  the  government. 

This  plan  presents  no  obstacles  to  the  complete  recognition  and  protection  of 
existing  interests,  or  to  the  advance  of  the  mining  population  beyond  the  lines  of 
public  surveys  or  exploration,  and  yet  affords  ample  guarantees  for  the  invest- 
ment of  capital  and  labor  upon  any  portion  of  these  lands,  with  a  permanent 
hasis  for  revenue,  which  wOl  be  enlarged  precisely  in  the  ratio  of  the  improve- 
ments in  the  process  and  machinery  applicable  to  this  branch  of  industxy  and 
the  increase  of  the  mining  population. 

The  immense  mineral  interests  under  consideration  suggest  a  recommendation, 
now  submitted,  of  an  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  a 
geological  and  nuneral  exploration. 

THB  SURVBYINU  ESTIMATES. 

The  estimates  for  the  extension  of  the  public  surveys  within  the  fiscal  year 
1864,  though  nearly  double  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  preceding  year,  are 
yet  considerably  less  than  one-fifth  the  aggregate  recommended  by  the  several 
surveyors  general. 

The  policy  governing  the  department  in  this  regard  is,  that  during  the  ex- 
isting disturbances  in  the  country,  and  the  consequent  extraordinary  demands 
upon  the  treasury,  no  greater  sum  should  be  asked  for  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  pressing  necessities  of  our  advancing  population,  and  preserve 
the  public  faith  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  sur\'ey8  along  the  line  of  the  Pa- 
cific railroad.  The  increased  estimates  for  the  surveying  districts  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  California,  and  Nevada,  are  made  with  special 
reference  to  tlie  progress  of  settlements  on  the  route  of  this  great  proposed  con- 
tinental thoroughfare,  and  in  anticipation  of  demands  upon  the  department,  in 
pursuance  of  the  obligations  to  survey  and  set  off  the  granted  lands  contained 
in  the  7th  section  of  the  act  providing  for  the  construction  of  said  road.  The 
sums  named  for  these  surveying  districts  respectively  are  believed  to  be  the 
lowest  with  which  the  department  can  be  enabled  to  meet  the  actual  calls  that 
will  follow  the  progress  of  this  improvement. 

The  recent  discoveries  of  rich  and  extensive  gold  fields  in  Oregon  and  in  Wash- 
ington Territory  are  rapidly  filling  the  interior  of  those  districts  with  an  enter- 
prising  population,  whose  wants  will  soon  demand  an  extension  of  the  public 
surveys,  and  the  advantages  incident  thereto,  over  a  considerable  poison  of  the 
country  between  the  Cascade  and  Rocky  mountains.  And  such  is  the  nres  ent 
and  prospective  movement  of  population  in  that  direction  that  but  for  otner  and 
pressing  necessities  upon  the  finances  of  the  country  much  larger  sums  tliaa 
those  named  would  have  been  recommended* 


BEPOST  OF  THE  SECBETABT  OF  THE    INTEBIOS*  55 

The  BrnaU  aiea  as  jet  brought  within  the  liijes  of  BorveyB  in  Dakota,  ita 
navigahle  Btreams,  rich  soil,  salubriooB  climate,  and  proximity  to  the  great  flood 
of  weatwaitl  emigration,  augmented  bj  the  beneficent  provisionB  of  the  home- 
stead  law.  jnatifj  the  increased  estimate  for  that  survejmg  district. 

In  WiflconBin  and  MinncBota  the  extension  of  snryejs  at  this  time  is  desirable* 
fT^^y  M.*rtf  of  protecting  and  rendering  available  to  the  treasury  the 
Talnable  public  tunber  of  that  region. 

The  snggested  appropriation  of  $10,000,  for  an  exploration  of  the  great  inte- 
rior and  western  mineral  region,  rests  nnon  no  organic  law,  and  is,  therefore, 
iubmitttid,  upon  the  fiictB  and  promises  neroinbeforo  recited,  to  the  cmlightened 
judgment  of  Congress  as  to  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  affording  governmental 
aid  in  the  development  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  public  domain.  The  ac- 
compan3ring  tabkB,  statements,  and  maps,  according  to  schedule  herewith,  ex- 
hibit details  of  operations  under  the  land  system. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  K  EPMUNPS,  Commisiumer 

Hon.  Calbb  B.  Smith, 

Secrciary  oftkc  hUerior. 
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REPORT 


Of 


THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 


Dbpartmbnt  of  thb  Intbriob» 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  November  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  amiual  report  for  the  current  jear.  The 
detaOs  of  the  present  condition  of  most  of  the  Indian  nations  and  tribes' within 
our  borders,  tneir  wants,  prospects,  and  the  advancement  made  by  them  in 
dviliaation,  as  also  of  the  operations  of  the  various  superintendents,  agents,  and 
employes  located  among  them,  may  be  learned  from  the  accompanying  papeni. 

Having  in  my  last  annual  report  treated,  at  considerable  length,  of  the  loca- 
tion, condition,  and  wants  of  the  various  superintendencies,  I  shall,  upon  this 
occasion,  confine  myself  chiefly  to  those  which,  in  my  judgment,  demand  spe- 
cial consideration. 

Another  year  has  but  served  to  strengthen  my  conviction  that  the  policy,  re- 
cently adopted,  of  confining  the  Indians  to  reservations,  and,  from  time  to  time, 
as  they  are  gradually  taught  and  become  accustomed  to  the  idea  of  individual 

Sroperty,  allotting  to  them  lands  to  be  held  in  severalty,  is  the  best  method  yet 
evised  for  their  reclamation  and  advancement  in  civilization.  The  sucoesefal 
working  of  this  policy  is  not,  however,  unattended  with  difficulties  and  embar- 
rassments, arising  chiefly  from  the  contact  of  the  red  and  white  races.  This  is 
especially  the  case  in  relation  to  Indians  whose  reservations  are  located  within 
the  limits  of  States. 

In  very  many  instances  the  reservation  is  entirely  surrounded  by  white  set- 
tlements, and  however  much  the  fact  is  to  be  regretted,  it  is,  nevertheless,  almost 
nvariably  true  that  the  tracts  of  land  still  remaining  in  the  possession  of  the 
Indians,  small  and  insignificant  as  they  are  when  compared  with  the  broad  do- 
main of  which  they  were  once  the  undisputed  masters,  are  the  objects  of  the 
cupidity  of  their  white  neighbors ;  they  are  regarded  as  intruders,  and  are  sub 
ject  to  wrongs,  insults,  and  petty  annoyances,  which,  though  they  may  be 
trifling  in  detail,  are,  in  the  aggregate,  exceedingly  onerous  and  hard  to  be 
borne. 

They  find  themselves  in  the  pathway  of  a  race  they  are  wholly  unable  to  stay, 
and  on  whose  sense  of  justice  tney  can  alone  rely  for  a  redress  of  their  real  or 
imaginary  grievances.  Surrounded  by  this  race,  compelled  hy  inevitable  neces- 
sity to  abandon  all  their  former  modes  of  gaining  a  livelihood,  and  starting  a«t 
in  pursuits  which  to  them  are  new  and  untried  experiments,  they  are  brought  ia 
active  competition  with  their  superiors  in  intelligence  and  those  acquirements, 
which  we  consider  so  essential  to  success.  In  addition  to  these  disadvantages 
they  find  themselves  amenable  to  a  system  of  local  and  federal  laws,  as  well  aa 
their  treaty  stipulations,  all  of  which  are  to  the  vast  majority  of  them  wholly 
unintelligible.  If  a  white  man  does  them  an  injury,  redress  is  often  beyond  th«ir 
reach ;  or,  if  obtained,  is  only  had  after  delays  and  vexations  which  are  theu- 
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selves  cruel  injustice.  If  one  of  their  number  commits  a  crime,  punishment  is 
sure  and  swif^  and  oftentimes  is  visited  upon  the  whole  tribe.  Under  these  cir- 
cnmsCanceSy  it  is  not  surprising  that  very  many  of  them  regard  their  future 
prospects  as  utterly  hopeless,  and  consequently  cannot  be  induced  to  abandon 
their  vicious  and  idle  habits.  It  is  gratifying  that  so  many  of  them  are  steadily 
and  successfully  acquiring  the  arts  of  civilization,  and  becoming  useful  members 
and,  in  some  instances,  ornaments  of  society. 

Very  much  of  the  evil  attendant  upon  the  location  of  Indians  within  the 
limits  of  States  might  be  obviated,  if  some  plan  could  be  devised  whereby  a 
more  hearty  co-operation  with  government  on  the  part  of  the  States  might  be 
secured.  It  being  a  demonstrated  fact  that  Indians  are  capable  of  attaining  a 
hi^  degree  of  civilization,  it  follows  that  the  time  will  arrive,  as  in  the  case  of 
some  of  the  tribes  it  has  doubtless  now  arrived,  when  the  peculiar  relations  ex- 
isting between  them  and  the  federal  government  may  cease,  without  detriment  to 
their  interests  or  those  of  the  community  or  State  in  which  they  are  located ;  in 
other  words,  that  the  time  will  come  when,  in  justice  to  them  and  to  ourselves,  their 
relations  to  the  general  government  should  be  identical  with  those  of  the  citizens  of 
the  various  States.  In  this  view,  a  more  generous  legislation  on  the  part  of 
most  of  the  States  within  whose  limits  Indians  are  located,  looking  to  a  gradual 
removal  of  the  disabilities  under  which  they  labor,  and  their  ultimate  admission 
to  all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  as  from  time  to  time  the  improvement  and  ad- 
vaneement  made  by  a  given  tribe  may  warrant,  is  earnestly  to  be  desired,  and 
would,  I  doubt  not,  prove  a  powerful  incentive  to  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dians themselves. 

Having  premised  this  much,  I  will  now  present  such  information  and  sugges- 
tions, in  relation  to  the  various  superintendencies,  as  are  deemed,  important. 

NORTHERN  SUPBRINTENDBNCY. 

The  condition  of  Indian  affietirs  within  this  superintendency  is  most  deplorable 
and  unfortunate.  As  is  generally  known,  it  has  been  the  scene  of  the  most 
atrocious  and  horrible  outbreaks  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  Indian  history. 
The  eveata  are  of  too  recent  occurrence  to  justify  me  in  an  attempt  to  elucidate 
aad  explain  all  the  causes  which  led  to  the  disastrous  state  of  affairs  now  exist- 
mg;  and  unfortunately  I  have  not  as  yet  received  the  annual  report  of  Mr.  Gal- 
bnith,  the  agent  in  cnarge  of  the  Sioux,  (by  whom  the  most  formidable  out- 
rages were  perpetrated,)  and  can  glean  but  little  definite  information  from  the 
report  of  Superintendent  Thompson. 

For  several*  years  it  has  been  known  that  much  ill  feeling  existed  towards  the 
whites  on  the  part  of  portions  of  the  different  bands  of  Sioux  who  were  parties 
to  the  treaty  of  1851.  They  are  divided  into  two  classes :  the  Farmer  and  the 
Blanket  Indians.  The  former  have  heretofore  been  quiet  and  peaceable,  dis- 
posed to  acquire  the  arts  of  civilization,  and,  in  many  instances,  have  adopted 
oar  coetume  and  methods  of  gaining  a  livelihood.  The  latter  are  wild  and  tur- 
bulent, pertinacious  in  adhering  to  their  savage  customs,  and  have  committed 
many  depredations  upon  the  whites  in  their  vicinity. 

The  payment  of  claims  arising  in  consequence  of  these  depredations  has, 
under  the  law,  been  made  from  the  annuities  of  the  tribe,  which  have  thereby 
been  dtuiinished  to  the  same  extent.  The  disaffected  could  not,  or  would  not, 
uadentsuid  why  the  amount  of  their  annuities  jwas  diminished,  and  each  annual 
payment  has  only  served  to  add  to  the  disaffection,  which,  during  several  of  the 
past  years,  has  been  so  great  as  to  require  the  presence  of  troops  at  the  time  of 
payment  in  order  to  preserve  the  peace  and  prevent  an  open  rupture.  So  vio- 
lent was  the  demeanor  of  the  disaffected  Indians  at  the  last  annual  payment, 
and  so  threatening  the  attitude  they  had  since  assumed,  that,  upon  the  earnest 
r«prcacatatioa  and  solicitation  of  Superintendnet  Thompson,  it  was  deemed  ab- 
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Bolutelj  essential  to  the  preservation  of  peace  that  the  full  amount  of  their  axK 
nuities,  without  any  deauction  on  account  of  depredation  claims,  which  had 
heen  paid  therefrom,  should  be  paid  them  during  tne  past  season ;  and  for  this 
purpose  it  was  necessary  to  use  a  portion  of  the  appropriation  made  for  their 
use  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1863,  and  to  pos^one  the  usual  time 
of  payment  until  that  appropriation  became  available. 

About  the  usual  time  of  the  annual  payment,  the  Sisseton  and  WahpetoA 
bands,  and  a  few  lodges  of  the  Yanctonnais,  assembled  at  the  agency,  wkhout 
previous  notice  from  the  agent  of  his  readiness  to  make  the  payment,  (whick 
notice  it  has  been  the  uniform  practice  to  give,)  and  in  a  threatening  manner  de* 
mauded  their  annuities.  It  was  with  the  greatest  difficultv,  and  not  until  a  de- 
tachment of  troops  had  arrived  from  the  neighboring  J^ort.  Ridgely,  and  the 
agent  had  given  the  most  positive  assurances  that  payment  should  soon  be  madet > 
that  they  were  finally  induced  to  refrain  from  violence,  and  agreed  to  return  to 
their  homes  and  there  remain  until  notified  by  the  agent  of  his  readiness  to 
make  their  payment. 

Affairs  remained  in  this  position  until  Sunday,  the  17th  of  August  last,  when 
five  persons  were  murdered  at  Acton,  in  Meeker  county,  at  least  thirty  milee 
distant  from  the  agency.  This  act,  according  to  a  report  made  by  Lieutenant 
Governor  Donnelly  to  Governor  Ramsey,  (which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  in- 
corporate among  uie  accompanying  papers,)  was  probably  "  one  of  those  aeci- 
dental  outrages  at  any  time  to  be  anticipated  on  the  remote  frontier.  It  fell« 
however,  like  a  spark  of  fire,  upon  a  mass  of  discontent,  long  accumulated  and 
ready  for  it.*'  And  now  followed  a  series  of  cruel  murders,  characterised  by 
every  species  of  savage  atrocity  and  barbarity  known  to  Indian  war&re* 
Neither  age,  sex,  nor  condition  was  spared.  It  is  estimated  that  from  eigkt 
hundred  to  one  thousand  quiet,  inoffensive,  and  unarmed  settlers  fell  victims  to 
savage  fury  ere  the  bloody  work  of  death  waa  stayed.  The  thriving  town  of 
New  Ulm,  containing  from  1,500  to  2,000  inhabitants,  was  almost  destroyed. 
Fort  Ridgely  was  attacked  and  closely  besieged  for  several  days,  and  was  only 
saved  by  the  most  heroic  and  unfaltering  bravery  on  the  part  of  its  little  band 
of  defenders  until  it  was  relieved  by  troops  raised,  armed,  and  sent  forward  to 
their  relief.  Meantime  the  utmost  consternation  and  alarm  prevailed  throughout 
the  entire  community.  Thousands  of  happy  homes  were  abandoned,  the  whole 
frontier  was  given  up  to  be  plundered  and  burned  by  the  remorseless  savage,  and 
every  avenue  leading  to  the  more  densely  populated  portions  of  the  State  waa 
crowded  with  the  now  homeless  and  impoverisned  fugitives.  While  the  terrible 
excitement  occasioned  by  this  unexpected  outbreak  on  the  part  of  the  Sioux,  in 
the  western  part  of  the  State,  was  still  at  its  height,  it  was  still  further  increased 
by  the  most  startling  reports  horn  the  Chippewas,  who  reside  in  the  northern 
portion  thereof.  From  these  reports  it  became  the  universal  belief  that  a  pre- 
concerted and  general  uprising  of  all  the  Indians  of  the  State  was  at  hand» 
and  that  the  State,  already  drained  by  the  calls  of  the  government  of  a  large 
portion  of  its  able-bodied  citizens,  and  without  any  preparation,  was  to  become 
the  arena  of  a  most  formidable  Indian  war. 

Having  been  in  the  midst  of  the  Chippewa  difficulties,  and  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  measures  which  led  to  their  aajustment,  I  am  the  better  prepared  to 
make  a  detailed  and  more  satisfactory  statement  in  relation  thereto,  and  for  this 
reason  must  be  excused  if  I  appear  to  give  an  undue  prominence  to  tlie  less  prom- 
inent difficulties. 

An  appropriation  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  the  purpose  of 
negotiating  a  treaty  with  the  Chippewas  of  Red  Lake  and  Red  River  of  the 
North,  in  order  to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  free  and  sale 
navigation  of  that  river.  Superintendent  Thompson  and  myself  having  been 
designated  by  you  to  effect  tills  negotiation,  I  Idt  this  city  in  August  iaat«  in 
'  company  with  A.  S.  H.  White,  esq.,  of  the  Interior  Department,  and  prooev*ded 
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to  St.  Paul,  in  Minnesota ;  at  which  point  it  had  heen  prearran^^  that  we 
shonld  meet  Snporintendent  Thompson.  On  arriving  at  St.  Paul  we  found 
everything  in  readiness  for  our  contemplated  journey  to  the  Red  river  country. 
We  accordhigly  proceeded,  and  arrived  at  St.  Cloud  on  the  19th  day  of  August. 
At  this  point  we  met  Sergeant  Tracy,  who  had  been  despatched  to  St.  Paul  by 
Captain  Hall,  the  commandant  at  Fort  Ripley,  to  procure  troops  to  strengthen 
the  fort  and  protect  the  settlements  in  its  vicinity  from  an  apprehended  attack  by 
the  C*hippewas  of  the  Mississippi,  under  the  lead  of  their  chief,  Holc-in-the-day. 

I  learned  from  Sergeant  Tracy  that  the  Indians,  instigated  by  Hole-in-the- 
day,  had  commenced  depredations  by  stealing  and  killing  the  cattle  belonging  to 
their  agency,  and  by  making  se^^eral  persons  prisoners ;  that  in  consequence 
of  this  demonstration,  and  threats  against  his  life.  Agent  Walker  had  sent  a 
messenger  to  Fort  Ripley  for  troops  to  protect  the  agency  and  its  employt^s;  that, 
in  compliance  with  this  request,  some  twenty -five  troops  had  been  sent  from  the 
fort  to  Crow  Wing,  where  they  met  Agent  Walker,  who  requested  them  to  ar- 
rest the  chief,  as  a  necessary  measure  to  prevent  a  general  outbreak ;  and  that 
in  endeavoring  to  comply  with  this  request,  the  troops  had  been  discovered  by 
Hole-in-the-day,  who  immediately  fled  to  his  house,  situated  upon  the  river  some 
two  miles  above,  and  embarking  with  his  wives  in  canoes,  had  well  nigh  gained 
the  opposite  bank  before  the  arrival  of  the  troops.  He  refused  to  comply  with 
their  demand  that  he  should  return,  and  on  gaining  the  opposite  shore  turned 
and  fired  upon  them.  This  fire  was  promptly  returned,  but  with  no  other  effect 
than  to  exasperate  Hole-in-the-day.  Ample  evidence  is  in  my  possession 
showing  that  he  immediately  sent  runners  to  all  the  bands  of  the  Chippewas, 
advising  them  that  war  had  begun,  that  their  chief  had  been  fired  upon  by 
United  States  troops,  and  that  they  must  at  once  kill  all  the  whites  upon  tho 
various  reservations,  seize  the  property  of  the  traders  and  others,  and  join  him 
at  his  camp  at  Gull  lake.  At  this  juncture  Sergeant  Tracy  had  been  des- 
patched from  Fort  Ripley  to  Governor  Ramsey  for  troops. 

Upon  receiving  this  information,  I  determined  to  send  a  messenger  to  tho 
agency,  distant  from  St.  Cloud  about  sixty-five  miles,  that  I  might  learn  the 
full  extent  of  the  difiiculty.  Tho  m<»ssenger  was  met  by  Agent  Walker  and 
his  family,  who  were  fleeing  from  the  agency.  The  agent  was  so  much  excited 
that  upon  his  arrival  at  St.  Cloud  I  could  obtain  no  reliable  information  from 
him  as  to  the  &inse  of  the  outbreak.  His  fears  for  the  safety  of  his  family  and 
self  had  evidently  affected  his  mind.  He  believed  that  there  was  a  general  and 
preconcerted  rising  of  all  the  Indians  of  the  country ;  which  belief  was  strength- 
ened by  hearing  of  the  outrages  then  being  committed  by  the  Sioux.  Fully 
persuaded  that  we  were  surrounded  by  Indians,  he  started  from  St.  Cloud  for 
St.  Paul,  warning  the  people  along  his  route  to  flee  from  the  country ;  and  a 
few  days  afterwards  was  found  dead  some  distance  from  the  road.  He  had  evi- 
dently  become  deranged  and  committed  suicide. 

About  this  time  a  messenger  reached  us  from  Fort  liidgely,  via  St.  Paul,  who 
had  been  sent  forward  to  warn  us  of  the  terrible  outbreak  of  the  Sioux,  and  that 
a  party  of  them  had  started  across  the  country  to  intercept  us  and,  as  they  said, 
recover  their  money,  with  which  they  professed  to  believe  we  intended  to  make 
a  treaty  with  their  ancient  enemies ;  and  also  intending  to  possess  themselves  of 
the  goods  and  provisions  with  our  train.  Senator  Wilkinson  and  Mr.  Nicolay, 
secretary  to  the  President,  had  joined  our  party  at  St.  Paul.  Upon  consultation 
with  them  and  others  of  the  party,  it  was  thought  best  to  return  to  St.  Paul  to 
advise  with  the  governor,  and,  if  possible,  assist  in  putting  an  end  to  the  Sioux 
nuuaacree,  and  also  obtain  from  him  an  escort  sufficiently  strong  to  enable 
QB  smfely  to  proceed  upon  our  mission  to  the  Red  river,  which  up  to  this  time 
had  not  been  abandoned.  Directions  were  immediately  sent  to  the  parties  in 
of  the  goods,  provisions,  and  cattle  to  proceed  to  Fort  Abercrombie,  and 
await  a  reasonable  time  for  further  orders,  which  failing  to  receive,  they 
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were  directed  to  deliver  the  property  in  their  charge  to  the  commandant  of  die 
fort  A  letter  was  aleo  despatched  to  Mr.  Kittson,  directing  him  to  notify  the 
Indians  assembled  at  the  treaty  ground  on  Bed  liver  that  we  should  probably 
be  detained  some  two  weeks. 

These  arrangements  completed,  we  returned  to.  St.  Paul,  where  we  learned 
that  the  Sioux  outbreak  was  much  more  formidable  than  we  had  supposed,  and 
that  all  hopes  of  an  amicable  adjustment  had  ended.  Troops  were  being 
promptly  forwarded  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  settlements  and  the  relief 
of  Fort  Bidgely.  Believing  now  that  the  danger  of  further  trouble  with  the 
Chippewas  was  imminent,  I  requested  Governor  Ramsey  to  send  two  additional 
companies  of  infantry  (one  being  already  en  ramie)  to  Fort  Ripley.  This  r^ 
quest  was  at  once  complied  with,  and  two  companies,  one  under  Captain  Burt» 
the  other  under  Captain  Libby,  were  placed  under  my  command.  Meantime 
I  received  a  message  from  Hole-in-the-oay,  through  Mr.  Sweet,  of  Sauk  Rapids» 
to  the  effect  that  he  desired  an  interview.  I  also  learned  from  Mr.  Sweet,  who 
had  visited  the  Chippewa  camp  at  Gull  lake,  that  Hole-in-the-day  had  there 
assembled  about  three  hundred  armed  warriors  and  was  ready  to  attack  the 
settlements,  but  would  wait  three  days  for  an  interview  with  me,  that,  if  pos- 
sible, the  existing  troubles  might  be  settled  by  negotiation.  The  two  companies 
placed  under  my  command  had  but  just  arrived  at  Fort  Snelling;  one  of  them 
was  that  day  mustered  into  service;  neither  had  received  arms,  tents,  clothing,  or 
camp  equipage ;  and  yet  so  efficient  were  the  services  of  Mr.  Chute,  who  had 
been  appointed  by  the  governor  as  quartermaster  to  the  expedition,  and  so 
prompt  were  the  officers  and  men,  that  one  company  started  the  day  the  order 
was  issued  and  the  other  early  the  next  morning,  and  both  arrived  at  Fort  Rip- 
ley in  several  hours  less  than  three  days,  having  marched  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles. 

I  was  accompanied  by,  and  received  valuable  aid  from,  a  company  of  mounted 
volunteers,  organized  with  the  approbation  of  Governor  Ramsey,  and  led  by 
Senator  Wilkinson. 

On  arriving  at  the  fort,  twelve  miles  distant  from  the  agency,  I  notified  Hole- 
in-the-day  that  I  was  ready  to  hold  a  council  with  him  and  the  chiefs  who  were 
with  him,  and  to  hear  their  complaints.  I  was  promised  an  answer  the  following 
day.  I  found  at  the  fort  "  Bad  Boy,''  a  chief  the  Mississippi  band  of  Chip- 
pewas, and  his  family ;  alBo  Mr.  Johnston,  an  educated  Indian  minister.  Theso 
Indians,  having  refused  to  participate  in  the  wicked  schemes  of  fiole-in-the-day, 
had  been  compelled  to  flee  for  their  lives.  I  also  found  at  the  fort  several  of 
the  agency  employes,  who,  after  being  robbed,  had  been  driven  from  the  reser- 
vations. From  these  Indians  and  employes  I  learned  that  the  Pillager  and 
Otter- tail  Lake  bands  had  promptly  repaired  to  the  camp  of  Hole-in-the-day 
upon  receiving  his  summons.  The  Pillagers  had  made  prisoners  of  the  whites 
and  some  half-breed  employes  upon  their  reservation.  The  Ottei^tails  had 
driven  all  the  whites  from  the  settlement,  destroyed  the  land  office,  breaking 
open  the  aafe,  and  scattering  the  papers  to  the  winds,  and  both  bands  had  seiaed 
everything  they  could  find,  robbing  stores,  shops,  dwellings,  and  schools,  and 
destroying  everything  they  could  not  use.  The  prisoners,  after  being  taken  to 
the  camp  at  Gull  lake,  had  been  liberated  through  the  influence  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  Pillagers.  There  were,  at  the  camp  at  Gull  lake,  at  least  three  hundred 
warriors,  who  were  being  supplied  with  provisions  from  the  agency,  and  who 
pretended  that  they  were  waiting  for  the  commissioner,  and  only  demanded  that 
charges  preferred  against  their  late  agent  should  be  investigated. 

I  also  learned,  while  at  the  fort,  that  the  Mille  Lac,  and,  perhaps,  the  Sandy 
Lake  and  Pokagema  bands,  h&d  not  yet  joined  Hole-in-the-day.  With  a  view 
to  detach  these  bands  from  his  interest,  Messrs.  Whitehead  and  Howard  were 
despatched  with  a  message  to  them,  advising  them  of  my  presence  in  the 
country,  and  that  I  desired  to  hold  a  council  with  them  at  the  fort.    Thla  mea- 
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mgc  had  the  desired  effect,  and  resulted  in  a  conncil  with  the  chiefs  and  some 
fiftv  or  sixty  of  the  headmen  of  the  Mille  Lac  hand.  At  this  council  the 
entire  strength  of  these  bands  was  alienated  from  Hole-in-the-daj,  and  their 
friendship  and  good  will  secured.  I  feel  confident  that  this  diversion  of  nearly 
one-half  the  followers  upon  whom  Hole-in-the-day  doubtless  relied,  went  far  in 
enabling  us  finally  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  Chippewa  difficulties  without  a 
lefport  to  arms. 

The  day  following  ray  message  to  Hole-in-thc-day,  he  sent  me  word  that  he 
would  not  meet  me  at  the  fort;  and,  upon  being  requested  by  Mr.  Morrill,  (whom 
I  had  appointed  special  agent,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  late  Agent  Walker,) 
to  name  a  time  and  place  of  meeting,  refused  to  reply.  Judge  Cooper,  of  St. 
Paul,  a  special  friend  and  attorney  of  Hole-in-the-aay,  was  in  the  vicinity  at 
his  request.  I  requested  him  to  visit  the  Indian  camp,  hoping  that,  through  his 
intimacy  with  the  chief,  I  might  be  able  to  effect  a  council  and  settlement  with- 
out further  difficulty.  The  judge  had  preceded  me  to  the  reserve,  had  met  the 
chef  in  consultation,  and  I  was  led  by  him  to  believe  that  the  Indians  were 
very  penitent,  and  anxious  for  an  adjustment  of  the  difficulties.  He  wns  per- 
mittea  to  pass  freely  to  and  Arom  the  Indian  camp  during  eight  days,  but  effected 
no  meeting,  although  several  were  appointed.  That  it  was  a  mistake  to  allow 
any  one,  except  the  officers  of  the  government,  to  visit  the  Indian  camp,  I  have 
very  little  doubt.  After  Judge  Cooper  left  for  home,  Superintendent  Thomp- 
son, who  had  all  along  rendered  me  efficient  aid,  visited  the  hostile  camp  and 
met  Hole-in-the-day,  who  informed  him  that  they  cared  nothing  about  the  in- 
vestigation spoken  of,  but  that  they  wanted  another  treaty,  providing  for  their 
removal  from  the  vicinity  of  the  whites,  and  that  he,  the  cniefs  with  him,  and  a 
few  others,  not  exceeding  thirty  or  forty  in  number,  would  meet  me  in  council 
at  Crow  Wing  the  next  day.  To  this  I  assented.  I  had  previously  placed 
one  company  of  the  troops  at  my  disposal  at  the  agency  and  another  at  Crow 
Wing.     The  other  was  stationed  at  the  fort. 

Some  days  prior  to  the  proposed  meeting  at  Crow  Wing  Hole-in-the-day  had 
moved  his  camp  to  a  point  about  two  miles  distant  from  that  place,  on  the  road 
leading  to  the  agency.  Soon  after  arriving  at  Crow  Wing  next  morning,  more 
than  double  the  number  of  Indians  that  it  had  been  agreed  should  visit  the 
council  ground  were  seen  coming  very  slowly  down  the  bank  of  the  river,  in 
order,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  some  two  hundred  of  their  number,  who 
had  crossed  the  river  above,  might  come  around  through  the  brush,  and  thus 
surround  us.  When  it  was  discovered  that  the  entire  body  of  Indians  were  thus 
posted,  and  that  they  were  all  armed  and  painted  for  war,  it  became  evident  that 
Hole-in-the-day  was  acting  treacherously.  The  Indians  had  taken  possession  of 
the  road  leading  into  the  town,  and  had  made  prisoners  of  two  citizens.  Hole- 
in-the-day  now  approached  the  council  ground,  with  about  eighty  of  his  followers. 
Of  course  no  good  results  could  be  expected  from  a  council  held  under  these 
threatening  circumstances ;  but  to  gain  time  I  resolved  to  proceed.  Captain 
Libby's  company,  which  was  stationed  at  this  point,  was  cautiously  put  under 
arms.  The  citizens  of  the  town  and  other  whites  in  attendance  were  on  the  alert 
and  well  armed.  If  the  council  could  be  prolonged  until  the  middle  of  the  after- 
noon, troops  would  arrive  from  the  fort,  (for  which  we  sent  a  messenger  in  dis- 
guse  thnmgh  the  Indian  lines,)  and  we  would  thus  be  able  to  make  a  fair  show 
for  successful  resistance,  in  case  of  an  attack.  I  first  demanded  of  Hole-in-the- 
day  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  the  opening  of  the  road,  and  that  he  should 
withdraw  his  warriors  from  the  brush  surrounding  the  town.  After  considerable 
parley,  he  consented  to  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  and  that  citizens,  and  none 
others,  might  pass  along  the  road.  We  then  p'roceeded  with  the  council,  but 
arrived  at  no  satisfactory  result.  Hole-in -tluv-day  made  no  charges  against  the 
government  or  its  agents.  He  complained  that  troops  had  been  sent  against  him, 
that  he  had  been  fired  upon,  and  stated  that  for  this  reason  his  people  had  taken 
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arms.  Dorine;  the  council  he  was  insolent,  defidat,  and  disrespectfbl.  At  tt^ 
close  he  statea  that  it  would  require  several  days  to  settle  the  difficulty;  aud 
thereupon  it  was  agreed  that  we  should  again  meet  for  council  on  the  fouowiug 
day.  The  Indians  were  then  withdrawn  from  around  us,  and  we  returned  to 
the  fort,  meeting  our  re-enforcements  on  the  way.  It  is  perhaps  fortunate  that 
they  did  not  arrive  before  the  conclusion  of  the  council. 

Being  satisfied  that  the  troops  at  my  disposal  were  not  sufficient  to  guard  tli« 
fort,  the  agency,  and  settlements,  sliould  hostilities  commence,  a  messenger  was 
at  once  sent  to  Governor  Hamsey,  with  a  statement  of  our  proceedings  and  a 
request  for  additional  forces.  The  next  day— having  meantime  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  guard  against  being  again  surrounded— we  repaired  to  Grow  Wing, 
according  to  agreement.  A  messenger  that  I  had  that  morning  sent  to  the 
agency  was  seized  on  his  return  by  the  Indians,  robbed  of  his  horse,  and  com* 
pelled  to  return  on  foot.  I  also  learned  that  the  Indians  still  held  as  prisoner 
the  wife  of  one  of  the  government  employes.  I  then  sent  a  note  to  Holc^in-tfae- 
day,  demanding  the  release  of  the  prisoner  and  the  return  of  the  horse  previous 
to  the  holding  of  any  ^rther  communications..  This  demand  was  peremptorily 
refused.  After  another  unsuccessful  effort  to  procure  a  council,  we  returned  to 
the  fort.  That  day  I  learned,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  by  the  procurement 
of  Hole-in-the-day,  that  he  would  accept  ten  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  goodss, 
which  he  believed  to  be  at  my  disposal,  as  a  condition  of  laying  down  his  arms 
and  agreeing  to  maintain  the  peace.  Of  course  no  such  proposition  could  bo 
entertained;  but  it  satisfied  me  that,  whatever  might  have  been  the  original 
intention  of  Hole-in-the-day,  it  was  now  simply  an  attempt  to  levy  black-mail. 
That  all  hopes  of  success  in  this  project  might  be  at  once  abandoned,  it  was 
deemed  best  that  I  should  return  to  St.  Paul.  I  accordingly  turned  over  to 
Gaptain  Hall  the  command  of  the  troops;  gave  the  necessary  instructions  to 
Agent  Morrill ;  and  sent  a  letter  to  Hole-in-the-day,  informing  him  of  my  intended 
departure,  and  that  no  further  attempt  would  be  made  to  negotiate  with  htm  or 
his  people.  I  also  notified  him  that  if  his  camp  was  immediately  broken  up,  and 
the  stolen  goods  restored,  and  his  warriors  peaceably  and  quietly  dispersed  to 
their  homes,  rations  would  be  issued  to  those  living  at  a  distance,  and  that  if 
this  proposition  was  not  accepted  unconditionally,  military  foroe  would  be 
employed  against  him. 

On  the  12th  dav  of  September  I  left  for  St.  Paul.  Along  the  route  as  £ftr  as 
St.  Glond  I  found  the  utmost  excitement  in  consequence  of  an  apprehended 
attack.  Farms,  crops,  houses,  and  furniture  were  in  many  instances  abandoned ; 
the  villages  were  fortified,  and  every  preparation  being  made  for  defence.  We 
did  aU  in  our  power  to  reassure  the  people,  informing  them  of  the  measures  taken 
for  defence  at  the  fort  and  adjacent  settlements,  and  of  the  change  of  purpose 
which  we  believed  had  been  made  by  Hole-in-the-day,  and,  further,  that  we  had 
but  little  doubt  that  when  he  should  learn  of  my  departure,  and  that  consequently 
no  hope  remained  that  he  could  extort  from  the  government  payment  for  good 
behavior,  he  would  either  submit  unconditionally  or  be  compelled  thereto  by  his 
people.     The  sequel  proved  that  we  were  entirely  correct 

The  message  that  I  had  left  for  Hole-in-the-day  was  that  day  delivered  to  him, 
and  the  other  chiefs  assembled  in  council,  by  Agent  Morrill.  That  night  the 
Indians  must  determine  the  question  of  peace  or  war.  Until  that  time  rations 
had  been  issued  to  them  to  prevent  them  from  robbing  settlers.  These  rations 
would  now  be  stopped,  unless  they  at  once  disbanded.  The  council  was  long 
and  stormy.  Hole-in-the-day  advised  an  attack  upon  the  agency.  Big  Dog 
and  Buffalo,  old  chiefs  of  the  Pillagers,  counselled  peace.  The  council  ended 
without  an  agreement;  and  m^he  night  a  majority  of  the  Indians  abandoned 
Hole-in-the>aay,  came  to  the  agency,  surrendered  the  stolen  property  in  their 

Sssession,  received  the  promised  rations,  and  started  to  their  homes.    The  next 
J  Hole-in-the-day,  finding  himself  abandoned  by  a  minority  of  his  peoplis 
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eame  htunbly  to  the  agency  and  surrendered  the  stolen  property  in  his  possession. 
Thus  the  enture  and  unconditional  submission  of  the  Indians  was  obtained.  And 
h  would  have  been  well  if  this  satisfactory  condition  of  afiPairs  had  been  suffered 
to  renuuQ  unmolested.  Unfortunately,  however,  as  I  believe,  Governor  Ramsey 
thought  proper  to  refer  my  letter  to  the  legislature  for  its  action,  instead  of  sending 
forward  troops,  as  I  had  requested.  The  legislature  appointed  a  conmiission  to 
proceed  to  the  Chippewa  agency  to  negotiate  a  peace.  This  action,  as  I  have  no 
doubt,  was  induced  by  misrepresentations,  made  by  parties  for  interested  motives. 

On  our  return  we  met  this  commission,  accompanied  by  the  governor,  at  Anoka. 
They  were  advised  that  it  was  believed  that  the  Indians  had  already  submitted ; 
that  it  was  deemed  important  that  no  further  attempt  at  negotiation  should  be 
made,  except  through  the  medium  of  the  agent,  and  that  no  good  would  result 
tnm  again  assembling  the  Indians.  I  informed  the  commissioners  that  I 
would  consent  to  no  terms  other  than  unconditional  submission  to  the  existing 
laws  and  treaties,  and  that  I  believed  any  other  settlement  with  Hole-in-thc-day 
was  only  preparing  the  way  for  future  raids  and  further  efforts  on  his  part  to 
extort  money  from  the  government.  I  withheld  permission  for  the  commissioners 
to  go  upon  the  reserve,  for  the  reason  that  the  attorney  of  llole-in-the-day  was 
at  its  head ;  but  in  consideration  of  the  terrible  excitement,  and  fearing  that  the 
leaAt  future  outbreak  on  the  part  of  the  Chippewas  would  result  in  the  depopu- 
lation of  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  I  authorized  the  governor  to  hold  a  coun- 
cil with  the  Indians,  promising  to  co-operate  with  him  iu  any  measures  calculated 
to  secure  peace. 

The  governor  and  commissioners  were  met,  between  St.  Cloud  and  Fort 
Ripley,  by  a  messenger  bringing  the  glad  tidings  that  the  Indians  had  sub- 
mitted and  were  en  route  for  their  homes.  On  arriving  at  the  fort.  Captain  Uall 
informed  them  that  he  had  been  present  at  the  councils  with  the  agent ;  that 
the  Indians  had  disbanded,  and  exhibited  to  them  the  war-club  of  Hole-in-the- 
day,  which  had  been  surrendered  to  him  by  the  chief  as  an  evidence  of  his  sub- 
mission. 1  can  conceive  of  no  reason  for  disturbing  this  state  of  affairs.  Run- 
ners, however,  were  despatched  at  midnight,  and  the  Indians  recalled.  A  council 
was  held  and  the  form  of  a  treaty  (to  be  found  with  the  accompanying  papers) 
negotiated.  It  is  evident  that  the  terms  of  this  negotiation  cannot  be  accepted 
by  the  government,  and  that,  in  its  present  form,  it  ought  not  to  be  ratified.  The 
fint  article  provides  that  the  leaders  of  this  outbreak  shall  be  exonerated  from 
panishment.  To  this  I  do  not  strenuously  object,  as  their  punishment  is,  per- 
haps, in  this  instance,  not  necessary  to  secure  future  peace.  The  second  article 
is  grossly  unjust  to  the  white  settlers,  who,  in  many  instances,  have,  by  these 
depredations,  lost  all  their  possessions.  The  third  article  contains  provisions 
wholly  at  variance  with  precedent  and  law,  inasmuch  as  it  provides  for  an  in- 
Testigation  of  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Indians,  and  of  their  complaints 
against  the  government,  by  a  commission  entirely  independent  of  th<^  Interior 
Department,  either  in  its  appointment  or  in  a  supervision  and  concurrence  in  its 
finding.  That  the  government  is  prepared  thus  to  surrender  its  legitimate  and 
constitutional  control  of  Indian  affairs,  I  am  unprepared  to  believe.  For  my 
views  as  to  the  extent  to  which  I  consider  this  treaty  binding  upon  this  depait- 
ment,  I  respectfully  refer  to  my  letter  to  General  Pope,  to  be  found  among  the 
aecompauying  papers. 

These- troubles,  which  I  feel  that  I  have  very  imperfectly  described,  (and  more  ' 
especially  so  as  to  the  Sioux,)  have  naturally  produced  the  most  intense  excite- 
ment in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Minnesota,  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  add  much 
to  the  difficulty  of  a  proper  adjustment.  No  language  can  describe  the  enormity 
of  the  crimes  committed  by  the  Sioux ;  and  no  one  will  deny  that  swift  and 
condign  punishment  should  be  melted  out  to  the  wicked  perpetrators  of  those 
crimes,  and  the  most  ample  security  provided  against  their  repetition.  Happily 
VB  hiiTe  now  within  the  State  ample  means  to  enforce  any  line  of  policy 
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may  choose  to  adopt.  For  the  time  the  managemeut  of  the  Sioux  is  confided 
to  the  military  authorities  under  the  direction  of  the  War  Department.  I  have 
already  called  your  attention  to  the  decision  of  a  court-martial,  convened  by 
General  Pope,  to  try  a  large  number  oi  the  warriors  engaged  in  the  massacres, 
who  have  voluntarily,  as  I  understand,  surrendered,  by  which  over  three  hun- 
dred  of  the  number  have  been  condemned  to  death.  I  cannot  refrain  from  the 
expression  of  an  opinion  that  the  execution  of  this  sentence  would  partake  more 
of  the  character  of  revenge  than  of  punishment  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
these  savages,  still  red  with  the  blood  of  our  slaughtered  kinsmen,  have  volun- 
tarily surrendered  as  prisoners,  and  that  we  shall  never  be  justified  in  judging^ 
them  by  our  standard  of  morals.  They  are  savages,  far  beneath  us  in  both 
moral  and  intellectual  culture.  Their  chiefs  and  head  men  wield  an  influence 
over  them  which  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  understand  or  appreciate.  Upon  their  leadere 
rests  the  burden  of  their  guilt,  and  upon  those  leaders  the  weight  of  punishment 
should  fall.  I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  death  penalty,  visit^  upon  the  fiends 
who  instigated  and  procured  the  commission  of  these  dark  and  bloody  crimct^, 
and  a  milder  form  of  punishment  for  those  who,  it  may  be,  were  their  willing 
tools,  will  be  found  as  effectual  in  preventing  their  repetition,  and  far  more  in 
accordance  with  the  demands  of  justice  and  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

I  find  that  I  have  already  extended  my  remarks  in  relation  to  this  supcrin- 
tendency  to  a  much  greater  length  than  I  had  intended,  and  shall  close  with  a 
very  brief  allusion  to  the  other  Indians  within  its  limits. 

The  Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior,  although  intimately  related  with  those  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  very  much  under  the  influence  of  Hole-in-the-day,  I  am 
gratified  to  state,  have  maintained  their  usual  quiet  and  friendly  relations,  and 
have  made  a  commendable  degree  of  improvement  during  the  past  year. 
It  was  at  one  time  greatly  feared  that  they  would  join  in  the  wickod 
schemes  of  Hole-in-the-day ;  but  by  the  influence  of  Agent  Webb,  and  othcre, 
in  whom  they  have  confidence,  and  especially  of  Senators  Kice  and  Wade,  who 
were  fortunately  in  their  neighborhood  at  the  time  of  the  apprehended  danger* 
they  were  restrained. 

For  reasons  already  stated,  the  attempt  to  negotiate  a  treaty  witJi  the  Chip- 
pewas of  Pembina  and  Red  Lake  failed.  The  Indians  assembled  at  the  point 
agreed  upon  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  treaty,  and  there  remained  nntil 
they  had  consumed  all  the  provisions  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  all  they 
could  procure.  They  then  seized  about  $25,000  worth  of  goods,  mostly  the 
property,  it  is  said,  of  British  subjects,  with  which  Mr.  Kittson,  already  meu- 
tioned,  happened  to  be  passing  through  the  country.  They  stated,  at  the  timo. 
of  this  seizure,  that  they  still  desired  to  treat  with  the  United  States,  and  were 
willing  to  pay  for  the  goods  they  had  appropriated  whenever  a  treaty  was  roado, 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  temper  of  these  Indians  is  such  that  travel  through  their 
country  will  no  longer  be  safe  until  a  treaty  is  negotiated,  or  a  line  of  forts  oa- 
tablished  along  the  Red  River  of  the  North,  with  forces  sufficient  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  adjacent  country.  Superintendent  Thompson  recommends  that 
their  chiefs  and  head  men  be  summoned  to  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
treaty.     In  this  recommendation  I  entirely  concur. 

'The  condition  of  the  Winnebagoes  is  peculiar.  I  am  ftilly  satisfied  that, 
while  it  may  be  true  that  a  few  of  their  number  were  engaged  in  the  atrocitie8 
of  the  Sioux,  the  tribe,  as  such,  is  no  more  justly  responsible  for  their  acti*  thaa 
our  government  would  be  for  those  of  a  pirate  who  might  happen  to  have  btren 
bom  upon  our  territory.  Notwithstanding  this,  from  all  I  can  leam,  the  exas- 
peration of  the  people  of  Minnesota  appears  to  be  nearly  aa  great  towards  tliem> 
Indians  as  towards  the  Sioux.  They  demand  that  the  Winnebagoes  as  well  a^ 
the  Sioux  shall  be  removed  from  the  limits  of  the  State.  The  Winnebagoes  are 
unwilling  to  remove.  So  exasperated  are  the  people  that  they  only  leave  tln^ir 
reservation  at  the  imminent  risk  of  their  lives.    The  lands  which,  under  llieir 
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treaty,  are  to  be  sold  to  procure  means  to  supply  agricultural  implements,  have 
been  iritlibeld  from  market  on  account  of  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  coun- 
trr.  Hence  they  have  not  been  supplied  with  the  necessary  implements,  and 
have  not  been  able  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  to  a  very  great  extent 
muat  rely  upon  the  chase  for  fooa.  Game  upon  their  reservation  is  well  nigh 
fxhatuted,  thdr  arms  have  been  taken  from  them,  and,  unless  their  wants  are 
rapplied,  they  must  suffer  for  food.  The  least  depredation  on  the  part  of  any 
one  of  their  number,  it  is  feared,  would  expose  the  whole  tribe  to  an  assault  from 
the  whites,  which  would  be  inevitably  attended  with  deplorable  results.  Under 
these  circumstances  measures  must  be  taken  to  provide  for  their  subsistence^ 
until  some  line  of  policy  can  be  adopted  which  will  be  alike  just  to  them  and 
to  the  whites. 

It  would  have  been  fortunate  if  some  territory  had  been  reserved  in  the 
northwest,  as  is  the  case  in  the  southwest,  upon  which  these  and  all  other  tribes 
of  that  State  could  be  congregated.  There  is,  however,  no  unorganized  terri- 
tory remaining,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  any  of 
the  organized  territories  will  only  serve  to  postpone  a  difficulty  which  must  at 
la^t  be  met,  and  will  entail  upon  some  future  State  the  same  troubles  now  ex- 
iting m  Minnesota. 

I  trust  that,  when  time  shall  have  elapsed  sufficient  for  full  consideration  of 
the  Bubject,  some  policy  will  be  devised  whereby  all  conflicting  interests  may 
be  reconciled,  and  shall  always  be  found  ready  to  co-operate  in  any  measures 
which  promise  to  secure  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  our  fellow-citizens  of  Min- 
ne»>ta,  and  which  are  just  towards  the  Indians. 

I  should  be  derelict  in  duty  if  I  failed  to  close  this  part  of  my  report  without 
urging  the  immediate  and  pressing  necessity  for  action  in  behalf  of  those  per- 
Hm*  who  have  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  depredations  committed  by  the 
Indians  of  this  euperintendency.  We  may  not  compensate  the  loss  of  parents, 
children,  husbands,  wives,  and  friends ;  the  breaking  up  of  happy  homes  and  the 
imUmt  destruction  of  life,  long  hopes  and  aspirations,  but  tne  little  remaining 
m  our  power  should  therefore  be  the  more  promptly  and  cheerfully  done. 

An  investigation  of  the  claims  of  the  surviving  sufferers  should  be  instituted 
with  the  least  possible  delay.  Many  of  them  have  been  reduced  from  circum* 
itances  of  comfort  and  plenty  to  abject  want.  To  all  of  this  class  delay  in  pay- 
iog  their  jnat  demands  is  an  injustice. 

That  the  Sioux  have  clearly  forfeited  all  claims  upon  government  under  their 
trpnties  is  unquestionable.  I  therefore  recommend  that  their  available  annui- 
ti(^,  Ro  far  as  applicable  after  the  payment  of  the  legitimate  claims  of  the  agency, 
shall  be  diverted  to  the  payment  of  these  claims.  This  fund  will,  however,  be 
wholly  inadequate;  and  in  behalf  of  the  sufferers  I  desire  to  make  an  earnest 
appeal  to  Congress  for  a  prompt  appropriation  of  an  amount  sufficient*  to  com- 
pensate all  pecuniary  losses. 

CENTRAL  SUPERINTENDENCY. 

Every  vanety  of  Indian  life,  from  that  of  the  wild  and  untutored  savage  to 
that  of  the  modt  civilized  and  intelligent  of  their  race,  is  to  be  found  within  this 
supcrintendency.  This  diversity  is  exhibited  in  the  comparative  wealth  of  the 
tnW,  in  their  costumes  and  pursuits,  in  their  habitations,  their  provisions  for 
ii)e  edocatioD  and  religious  culture  of  their  youth,  and,  in  short,  in  everything 
that  distinguiahes  civilized  from  savage  life. 

During  the  paet  year  most  of  the  tribes  have  made  very  considerable  improve- 
ment. Health  has  been  good,  and  those  of  them  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
FnitiR  have  generally  been  rewarded  for  their  labor  by  bountiful  crops,  which, 
with  their  annuities,  will  amply  supply  the  wants  of  the  coming  winter.  With 
the  exception  of  some  difficalties  of  a  hostile  character  between  the  Pawnees  and 
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BioBX,  which,  at  the  time,  produced  great  consternation  among  the  frontier  set 
tlements,  the  tribes  have  been  at  peace,  and  their  nniversal  loyalty  and  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  the  government  is  very  gratifying.  As  an  instance  of  their 
loyalty  I  will  mention  this  fact :  Of  two  hundred  and  one  Delawares,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty -five,  one  hundred  and  seventy  have  volunteered, 
and  are  now  in  the  militaiy  service  of  the  United  States.  It  is  doubtful  if  any 
conmiunity  can  show  a  larger  proportion  of  volunteers  than  this.  Other  tribes 
have  likewise  shown  a  commendable  zeal  in  furnishing  volunteers,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that,  if  necessary,  several  thousand  excellent  soldiers  could  be  added, 
without  difficulty,  to  the  Union  army  from  the  Indians  of  this  supcrintendency. 
Several  of  the  tribes  have  manual  labor  schools  in  successful  operation,  of  which 
those  of  the  Pottawatomies  and  Delawares  deserve  especial  mention.  It  can* 
not  be  doubted  that  these  schools  are  exerting  a  powerful  influence,  and  will 
prove  most  efficient  auxiliaries  in  advancing  the  best  interests  of  the  Indians. 

Since  my  first  annual  report  lands  have  been  allotted  in  severalty  to  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes,  and  to  the  Kaws,  as  provided  by  their  respective  treaties.  The  allot- 
ment to  the  Delawares  has  also  oeen  completed.  A  treaty  has  been  concluded 
with  the  Pottawatomies  and  Ottawas,  providing  for  a  similar  allotment  to  such 
members  of  those  tribes  as  may  desire  it.  The  necessary  preliminary  surveys 
are  nearly  completed,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  an  early  allotment  of 
the  lands.  Thus,  one  by  one,  the  tribes  are  abandoning  the  custom  of  holding 
their  lands  in  common,  and  are  becoming  individual  owners  of  the  soil — a  step 
which  I  regard  as  the  roost  important  in  their  progress  towards  civilization.  A 
treaty  has  also  been  negotiated  with  the  Kickapoos,  providing  for  an  allotment 
to  the  members  of  that  tribe,  and  is  awaiting  the  constitutional  action  of  the 
Senate.  I  desire,  also,  to  call  your  attention  to  treaties  negotiated  with  the 
lowas,  and  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Missouri,  and  also  with  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  of  the  Mississippi,  now  pending  before  the  Senate,  in  the  hope  that  the 
attention  of  that  body  will  be  durected  to  the  subject,  and  its  early  and  favorable 
consideration  had  in  the  premises. 

A  fruitful  source  of  difficulty,  and  one  which  detracts  very  much  from  the 
success  of  our  Indian  policy,  is  found  in  the  fact  that  most  of  the  reservations 
within  this  superintendency  are  surrounded  by  white  settlements ;  and  it  has 
heretofore  been  found  impossible  to  prevent  the  pernicious  effects  arising  from 
the  intercourse  of  vicious  whites  with  the  Indians.  To  remedy  this  it  has  been 
suggested  that  the  various  tribes  should  be  removed  to  the  Indian  country  im- 
mediately south  of  Kansas.  This  suggestion  is  heartily  approved  by  the  whites 
and  by  many  of  the  Indians,  and,  under  favorable  circumstances,  I  should  have 
no  hesitation  in  recommending  its  adoption.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  tribes  of  the  Indian  country  have,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  com- 
promised their  rights  under  existing  treaties,  and  that  upon  the  restoration  of 
our  authority  their  treaty  relations  will  require  readjustment,  not  only  to  pro- 
vide for  the  punishment  of  those  who  have  aided  the  rebellion,  but  also  to  se- 
cure the  rights  of  those  who  have  remained  loyal.  This  will  present  a  favorable 
opportunity  for  providing  homes  for  such  of  the  tribes  and  portions  of  tribes  of 
the  central  superintendency  as  may  desire  to  emigrate  to  that  country.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  misunderstood  upon  this  point,  either  as  to  the  action  which 
should  be  had  in  relation  to  the  tribes  of  the  central  or  those  of  the  southem 
superintendency.  Those  of  the  central  superintendency  who  desire  to  renuiin 
there  should  be  permitted  to  do  so,  without  molestation  in  any  form  whatever.  ' 
Most,  if  not  all,  of  them  hold  their  lands  by  the  most  indisputable  of  titles  and 
by  the  most  solemn  forms,  and  upon  every  proper  occasion  have  received  the  "^ 
plighted  fiiith  of  our  people  that  they  shiJl  remain  forever  unmolested  in  their  "^ 
possession.  For  these  possessions  they  have  surrendered  rights  elsewhere^  ^ 
which  we  have  always  acknowledged  to  have  been  justly  theirs,  and  a  full  and  ** 
fair  equivalent  for  all  they  have  received.    Any  action  therefore  on  oar  part        ^ 
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wbicli  does  not  leave  them  perfectly  free  to  elect  whether  they  will  remain 
where  they  now  are  or  seek  new  homes,  and  that  does  not  secure  to  them  ample 
remuneration  for  their  present  possessions,  and  the  quiet  and  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  their  new  homes,  in  the  event  that  they  shall  elect  to  emigrate,  will  be  a 
wanton  and  disgraceful  breach  of  national  faith,  and  all  the  more  so  because  of 
their  undoubted  loyalty  and  their  physical  inability  to  resist  any  policy  we  may 
•eek  to  force  upon  them. 

With  the  tribes  of  the  southern  superintendency  the  circumstances  are  dif- 
ferent. They  occupy  one  of  the  most  desirable  portions  of  the  American  conti- 
nent, sufficiently  ample  in  extent  to  afford  a  home  and  country,  not  only  for 
them,  but  also  for  all  those  tribes  who  will  probably  desire  to  share  it  with  them. 
Besides  this,  no  considerable  number  of  whites  are  now  there.  Here,  then,  is  a 
country  which,  by  judicious,  just,  and  forbearing  action  on  our  part,  may  .be 
made  a  happy  home  for  a  large  portion  of  our  Indians,  and  where  we  have  reason 
to  believe  they  may  successfully  solve  the  problem  of  Indian  civilization.  As 
above  remarked,  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  tribes  now  there  have,  in  a  greater  or 
leas  degree,  compromised  their  rights  under  existing  treaties.  To  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  they  have  participated  in  the  great  rebellion  with  which  we  are  now 
straggling.  When  the  rebellion  is  subdued  it  will  be  no  easy  task  to  re-adjust 
oar  relations  with  this  people.  In  doing  this  two  prominent  facts  must  be  borne 
in  mind :  first,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  all  our  forces  were 
withdrawn  from  them,  and  many  of  them,  doubtless,  forced  to  join  hands  with 
the  rebels;  and,  secondly,  that  thousands  of  them  have  been  driven  into  exile, 
and  endured  untold  sufferings,  because  of  their  unwavering  loyalty  to  us  and 
their  fidelity  to  their  treaty  stipulations.  To  restore  these  fugitives  to  their 
homes,  to  reinstate  them  in  their  former  possessions,  is  plainly  our  duty.  To 
devise  a  policy  which  shall  discriminate  between  those  who  are  willingly  traitors 
and  those  made  so  by  circumstances  will  require  careful  thought  and  delibera- 
tion. I  invoke  for  the  whole  subject  the  careful  consideration  of  Congress,  and 
tlie  adoption  of  such  measures  as,  in  its  wisdom,  it  may  seem  to  demand. 

SOUTHERN  SUPERINTENDBNCY. 

Referring  to  my  last  annual  report,  it  will  be  seen  that,  at  that  date,  we  were 
in  possession  of  but  little  accurate  information  in  relation  to  the  Indians  of  this 
superintendency. 

Owing  to  the  rebellion,  neither  the  superintendent  nor  any  of  the  agents  (ex- 
cepting the  agent  for  the  Neosho  ngcncy)  had  been  able  to  repair  to  their  respec- 
tive posts  of  duty.  It  was  believed,  however,  that  a  strong  Union  sentiment 
existed  amongst  the  various  tribes,  which  only  needed  military  force  sufficient  to 
protect  the  loyal  to  secure  its  development.  What  was  then  believed  has  since 
been  demonstrated  in  the  strongest  possible  manner.  In  no  part  of  the  country 
have  the  sufferings  and  privations  endured,  and  the  sacrifices  made  by  loyal 
citizens,  on  account  of  their  fidelity  to  their  country,  exceeded  those  of  the  loyal 
Ibdians  of  this  superintendency. 

Among  the  earliest  efforts  of  the  seceded  States  was  an  endeavor  to  sever  the 
allegiance  of  the  Indians  to  the  government,  and  secure  their  co-operation.  The 
Cut  that  the  agents  first  appointed  by  the  present  administration  to  reside  with 
them  all  prov^  traitors  to  their  trust  rendered  this  effort  partially  successful. 
Every  species  of  fraud  and  deception  was  resorted  to  to  mislead  them.  They 
were  gravely  told  that  the  government  was  at  an  end ;  that  they  would  never  be 
paid  their  annuities;  that  this  city  bad  been  captured;  that  the  United  States 
government  was  overthrown;  and,  in  short,  that  their  only  hope  for  the  security 
lemlting  from  a  firm  and  stable  government  lay  in  joining  their  fortunes  with 
the  80-called  Southern  Confederacy. 

The  withdrawal  of  our  troops  from  their  country,  the  complete  internip 
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communication,  and  the  aflsurances  made  by  traitorous  agents,  gave  an  atr  of 
plausibility  to  these  ridiculous  stories,  and  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  powerful 
secession  party  in  their  midst.  As  has  been  the  case  in  all  other  localities  so  it 
was  here ;  the  secessionists  were  violent  and  aggressive,  and  hesitated  not  in 
resorting  to  cruel  and  forcible  means  to  crush  out  every  sentiment  of  loyalty* 
For  many  months  the  loyal  party  steadily  resisted  the  tide  of  treason  setting  in 
upon  them,  and  at  length  were  compelled  to  resort  to  arms  in  defence  of  their 
persons  and  property.  In  December  last,  I  learned  that  a  very  considerable 
force  of  Indian  warriors,  composed  of  Creeks,  Beminoles,  and  a  few  members  of 
all  the  other  tribes,  except,  perhaps,  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  had  twice 
met  in  battle  and  defeated  the  rebel  forces,  who  are  represented  to  have  greatly 
exceeded  them  in  numbers  and  in  military  equipments.    About  this  time,  in  conn 

?liance  with  repeated  suggestions  from  this  office,  it  was  determined  by  the  War 
)epartment  to  organize  and  send  into  the  Indian  country  a  force,  composed  in 
part  of  4,000  volunteers,  to  be  raised  from  amongst  the  loyal  Indians  of  the 
central  superintendency,  to  protect  the  loyal  Indians,  and  enforce  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  government  in  the  Indian  territory;  and  orders  were 
accordingly  issued  to  that  effect  to  Major  General  Hunter,  then  in  command  of 
the  military  department  embracing  that  country.  In  compliance  with  instnie* 
tions  received  from  you  I  repaired  to  Kansas,  in  January  last,  for  the  purpose 
of  rendering  General  Hunter  such  assistance  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  above 
mentioned  as  might  be  in  my  power.  On  arriving  in  Kansas  I  learned  from 
Greneral  Hunter  that  the  rebels»  being  largely  re*enforced  by  troops  from  Texas, 
had  fought  a  third  battle  with  the  loyal  Indians,  resulting  in  the  defeat  and 
complete  overthrow  of  the  latter,  who,  with  their  old  men,  women,  and  children, 
had  been  compelled  to  flee  for  their  lives  from  the  country,  and  to  the  number 
of  from  6,000  to  8,000,  under  the  lead  of  0-potb-lo-yo-ho-lo,  a  very  aged  and 
influential  Greek,  had  taken  refuge  near  the  southern  border  of  Kansas,  and  were 
being  fed  from  stores  provided  for  the  army  of  General  Hunter,  who,  upon  learn* 
ing  their  disastrous  condition,  instantly  detailed  officers  to  go  to  their  assistance, 
and  was  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  alleviate  theu:  sufferings.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  give  an  adequate  description  of  the  suffering  endured  by  these 
people  during  their  flight,  and  for  several  weeks  after  their  arrival.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  they  were  collected  for  the  journey,  with  scarcely  a  moment 
for  preparation,  amid  the  confusion  and  dismay  of  an  overwhelming  defeat;  that 
their  enemies  were  close  upon  them,  flushed  with  victory,  maddened  by  recent 
defeats,  and  under  their  well  known  code  of  warfare  would  spare  neither  age  nor 
sex,  it  may  well  be  believed  that  their  preparations  for  the  journey  were  wholly 
inadequate.  It  was  in  the  dead  of  winter,  the  ground  covered  with  ice  and  snow, 
and  the  weather  most  intensely  cold.  Without  shelter,  without  adequate  clothing', 
and  almost  destitute  of  food,  a  famishing,  freezing  multitude  of  fugitives,  they 
arrived  in  Kansas  entirely  unexpectedly,  and  where  not  the  slightest  preparation 
had  been  made  to  alleviate  their  sufferings  or  provide  for  their  wants.  Within 
two  months  after  their  arrival  two  hundred  and  forty  of  the  Greeks  alone  died, 
in  consequence  of  I  heir  exposure  and  want.  Over  a  hundred  frosted  limbs  were 
amputated  within  a  like  period  of  time.  From  these  facts  some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  intensity  of  their  sufferings. 

On  the  6th  of  February  I  was  informed  by  General  Hunter  that  he  could  not 
furnish  provisions  for  these  people  beyond  the  15th  of  that  month,  and  that  it 
was  beyond  his  power  to  furnish  them  even  a  moderate  supply  of  tents  and 
clothing.  About  the  same  time  I  also  learned  by  telegraph  mm  you  that  the 
military  expedition  to  the  Indian  country  had  been  postponed.  There  was  no 
money  at  my  disposal  legitimately  applicable  to  providing  for  the  wants  of  these 
suffering  people.  There  could  be  no  aelay.  I  must  act,  and  that  at  once.  With 
your  approbation,  I  determined  to  purchase,  upon  credit,  such  supplies  as  their 
most  pressing  necessities  seemed  to  require,  and  for  that  purpose  appointed  a 


BEPORT  OF  THE  8ECRETABY  OF  THE  INTERIOR.      69 

ipeeul  agent,  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  the  necessary  purchases  for  food, 
Nothing,  and  shelter,  and  delivering  the  same  to  Superintendent  Coffin,  who,  with 
the  agents  of  his  superintendency,  had,  with  commendable  alacrity,  repaired  to 
the  assistance  of  the  iugitiyes.  Congress  at  once  authorized  the  annuities  due 
to  se^pal  of  the  tribes  of  the  southern  superintendency  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  expenses  thus  incurred ;  and  from  the  ftmds  thus  provided 
the  fugitives  have  continued  to  be  subsisted. 

The  military  expedition  already  mentioned  was  not  entirely  abandoned.  It 
was  deemed  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  these  ftigitives  should  be  returned 
to  their  homes,  and  there  protected,  in  time  to  raise  crops  during  the  past  season, 
and  no  effort  on  the  part  of  this  office  was  omitted  to  accomplish  that  result. 
An  order  was  procured  from  the  War  Department  directing  General  Halleck, 
then  in  command  of  the  western  military  department,  to  detail  two  regiments  of 
white  troops,  who,  together  with  two  thousand  armed  Indians,  were  intended  as 
a  foree  to  accomplish  the  purpose  above  indicated.  The  arms,  with  suitable 
ammunition,  were  obtained  from  the  War  Department,  and  delivered  to  Super- 
iatendent  Coffin,  for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  as  early  as  the  16th  of  April  last, 
bat  in  consequence  of  various  delays  (the  cause  of  which  is  not  fully  under- 
stood) the  expedition  was  not  prepfu*ed  to  march  until  near  the  1st  of  July  last. 
About  this  time  the  expedition  started,  and  penetrated  the  country  as  far  as 
Taleqoah.  I  am  not  in  possession  of  information  sufficiently  accurate  to  at- 
tempt a  detailed  account  of  its  operations.  It  is  understood  that,  in  consequence 
of  unfortunate  difficulties  amongst  the  officers  of  the  accompanying  white 
troops,  a  retreat  became  necessary.  For  such  information  as  I  have  in  rela- 
tion to  this  whole  subject,  I  refer  to  the  accompanying  papers  relating  thereto. 

As  was  anticipated,  a  strone  Union  sentiment  was  found  to  exist  among  the 
Indians  remaining  in  the  Indian  country.  This  was  promptly  manifested  by 
the  secession  of  an  entire  regiment  of  Cherokees  to  our  forces.  These  volun- 
teers are  still  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  having  accompanied  their 
brethren  on  the  retreat  just  mentioned.  By  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  accom- 
panied by  so  many  of  their  warriors  and  braves,  the  Union  fiimilies  would  be 
left  at  the  mercy  of  their  inveterate  foes,  who  would  not  be  slow  to  wreak  ven- 
geance upon  them  for  their  loyalty,  and  thus  a  second  flight  of  destitute  men, 
women,  and  children  became  necessary  from  that  unfortunate  country,  and  has 
added  nearly  two  thousand  to  the  number  now  being  fed  and  cared  for  in  the 
south  of  Kansas.  This  retreat  was,  in  all  respects,  unfortunate,  and  its  neces- 
sity most  keenly  regretted  and  deplored  by  the  loyal  Indians. 

It  is  due  to  the  men  composing  the  Indian  regiments  of  this  expedition  to 
state  that  all  accounts  concur  in  awarding  the  highest  praise  to  their  soldierly 
bearing  in  battles,  in  camp,  and  upon  Sie  march.  Tney  are  represented  as 
obedient,  hardy,  and  brave,  and  an  honor  to  their  race. 

A  second  campaign  into  the  Indian  country  is  in  progress,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  it  will  prove  more  successful  than  the  fonner,  and  will 
molt  in  the  restoration  of  the  national  authority,  and  in  enabling  these  dis- 
tressed fugitives  to  return  very  shortly  to  their  homes.  It  may,  however,  be 
foand  best  that  they  should  remain  in  their  present  location  until  spring,  on 
aeconnt  of  the  difficulty  of  transporting  provisions  so  great  a  distance  during 
the  winter,  and  the  suspension  of  river  navigation,  it  being  understood  that,  in 
eonaequenoe  of  a  severe  drought  in  that  country,  the  crops  of  last  season  were 
▼eiy  short,  and  that  the  country  has  been  desolated  by  the  ravages  of  the 
rebels,  so  that  after  their  return  they  will  require  assistance  until  they  shall 
hare  had  time  to  provide  for  their  wants. 

The  expense  incurred  in  aiding  the  refugees  has  thus  far  amounted  to  about 
aoe  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  dollars,  which,  as  elsewhere  stated,  has 
been  paid  from  the  annuities  withheld  from  southern  tribes,  on  account  of  their 
participation  in  the  rebellion.    As  this  fund  is  not  conunon  to  the  tribes,  some 
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of  them  having  no  interest  therein*  and  inasmuch  as,  by  the  respective  treaties 
under  which  it  accrues»  (which,  so  far  as  the  loyal  Indians  are  concerned,  must 
remain  practicably  valid,)  it  is  not  applicable  to  the  purpose  of  subsistence,  this 
account,  upon  the  restoration  of  order,  will  require  careful  scrutiny,  and  addi- 
tional legislation  will  probably  be  necessary  to  secure  a  just  settlement^  the 
same  as  between  the  different  tribes. 

In  concluding  this  subject  I  feel  that  my  duty  would  be  veiy  imperfectly 
done  should  I  fail  to  ask  for  these  loyal,  suffering,  and  destitute  Indians  the 
most  generous  and  ample  legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress.  In  view  of  their 
unhesitating  loyalty,  the  unparalleled  sufferings  they  have  endured,  and  the 
immense  sacrifices  they  have  made,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  Congress  will, 
upon  proper  representations,  authorize  the  negotiation  of  such  new  treaties  with 
them  as  will  reinstate  them  in  their  homes,  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  restore 
them  their  possessions,  and  at  the  same  time  provide  for  the  punishment  ol 
those  of  their  race  who  shall  be  found  guilty  of  instigating  and  promoting 
treason. 

DAKOTA  aUPfiaiNTBNDBNCY. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Sioux  our  relations  with  the  Indians  of  this  super- 
in  tendency  remain  friendly.  The  principal  tribes  within  its  limits  are  the  Sioux, 
Poncas,  GroB  Ventres,  Mandans,  Arickarees,  Assinaboins,  Blackfeet,  and  Crows. 
The  only  tribes  with  which  we  have  treaties,  other  than  of  amity,  are  the  Black- 
feet,  the  Yancton  Sioux,  and  the  Poncas,  each  of  which  are  located  upon  reser- 
vations. Under  the  efficient  management  of  Agents  Burleigh  and  Hofftnan,  the 
Yanctons  and  Poncas  are  rapidly  improving  their  condition.  Each  of  the  seven 
bands  composing  the  Yanctons  have  now  a  good  farm  under  cultivation,  upon 
which  good  crops  have  been  raised  during  the  past  season,  mainly  by  Indian 
labor.  These  Indians  are  fast  learning  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  agri- 
culture as  a  means  of  subsistence,  and  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  wiUiin 
a  few  years,  by  judicious  management,  they  will  be  prepared  to  receive  and  hold 
their  lands  in  severalty,  and  thenceforth  need  but  little  of  the  supervisory  care 
of  the  government. 

Upon  the  Poncas  reservation  some  five  hundred  acres  of  land  are  in  cultiva- 
tion, a  fair  crop  has  been  raised  during  the  past  season,  the  Indians  have 
been  successful  in  their  hunts,  and  ample  preparations  have  been  made  to  supply 
their  wants  during  the  coming  winter.  Very  considerable  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  agency  buildings;  the  chiefs  have  comfortable  houses;  many  of  the 
Indians  are  beginning  to  build;  their  school  building  will  soon  be  completed  and 
their  school  in  operation;  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  affairs  of  the  tribe  were 
never  in  a  more  promising  condition 

The  reports  of  Agents  Latta  and  Reed,  to  be  found  among  the  accompanying 
papers,  present,  in  detail,  much  interesting  information  concerning  all  the  other 
tribes  of  the  superintendency.  It  will  be  seen  that,  with  the  exception  of  varioua 
bands  of  Sioux,  the  time  has  fully  arrived  when  it  is  not  only  practicable  but 
very  desirable  that  treaties  should  be  made  with  these  various  tribes  of  Indians. 
They  are  an  intelligent  and  friendly  people,  well  disposed  toward  the  white  man» 
anxious  to  enter  into  more  intimate  relations  with  the  government,  and  affording 
abundant  evidence  of  their  capacity  to  rapidly  attain  a  respectable  knowledge  or 
the  arts  of  civilization.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  Yanctons  and  Poncaa 
have  been  upon  their  reservations  but  three  years,  prior  to  which  their  condition 
was  similar  to  that  of  the  other  tribes  of  Dakota,  and  their  present  is  contrasted  with 
their  former  condition,  the  great  advantages  of  the  reservation  system  are  at  onee 
apparent.  I  feel  well  assured  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Sioux,  treatiea 
might  easily  be  negotiated  with  all  the  tribes  of  tnis  superintendency,  which 
would  be  alike  beneficial  to  the  Indians  and  the  white  settlers.    The  Territory 
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is  but  recently  organized  and  as  jet  but  spareely  settled.  At  present,  suitable 
reservutions  upon  wbich  to  concentrate  the  Indians  maj  easily  be  obtained.  A 
few  years  hence  the  presence  of  settlers  will  render  it  more  difficult.    By  acting 

Srottiptly  we  may  not  only  obtain  locations  best  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  In- 
ians,  but  shall  also  avoid  the  vexations  and  trouble  always  attendant  upon  an 
attempt  to  appropriate  to  Indian  purposes  any  part  of  the  public  domain  upon 
li^hich  our  own  people  have  settled. 

The  Sionx  of  Dakota,  who  must  not  be  confounded  with  those  of  Minnesota, 
number  some  thirteen  thousand.  They  are  among  the  most  warlike  and  pow- 
erful of  the  tribes  of  the  continent.  They  abound  in  everything  which  consti- 
tutes the  wealth  of  wild  Indians ;  have  an  abundance  of  horses ;  are  expert  riders ; 
and  if  once  engaged  in  actual  hostilities  with  the  whites  would  be  found  capable 
of  inflicting  an  immense  amount  of  damage  upon  the  frontier  settlements,  and  in 
a  conntry  like  theirs  exceedingly  troublesome  to  subdue. 

The  defiant  and  independent  attitude  they  have  assumed  during  the  past  sea^ 
son  towards  the  whites,  and  especially  towards  their  agent,  warns  us  that  not 
a  moment  should  be  lost  in  making  preparation  to  prevent,  and,  if  need  be,  resist 
and  punish  any  hostile  demonstration  they  may  make.  They  have  totally  re- 
pudiated their  treaty  obligations,  and,  in  my  judgment,  there  is  an  abundance  of 
reason  to  apprehend  that  they  will  engage  in  hostilities  next  spring.  Like  the 
southern  rebels,  these  savage  secessionists  tolerate  no  opposition  in  their  un- 
friendly attitude  toward  the  whites.  Last  spring  Agent  Latta  found  between 
two  and  three  thousand  of  these  people,  being  portions  of  seven  different  bands, 
assembled  at  St.  Pierre  to  meet  him.  When  it  was  ascertained  that  he  was  un- 
accompanied by  military  force.  Big  Head,  a  chief  of  the  Yanctons,  and  his  party 
refused  to  hold  council  with  the  agent.  The  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  other 
portions  of  bands,  after  much  hesitation,  consented  to  hold  a  "  talk."  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  Agent  Latta's  entire  report  is  among  the  accompanying 
papers,  I  deem  it  proper  to  here  insert  an  extract  therefrom,  giving  the  substance 
of  this  talk  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  that,  so  far  as  is  in  my  power,  I  may  ob- 
tain for  it  that  attention  which  its  importance  seems  to  demand.  The  following 
is  the  extract: 

"  They  stated  that  they  regretted  to  see  me  without  a  military  force  to  pro- 
tect them  from  that  portion  of  their  several  bands  who  were  hostile  to  the  gov- 
ernment, and  to  them  who  were  friends  to  the  white  man  and  desired  to  live  in 
friendly  relations  with  this  government,  and  fulfil  their  treaty  stipulations ;  that 
General  Harney,  at  Pierre,  in  1856,  had  promised  them  aid ;  that  they  were 
greatly  in  the  minority  ;  that  that  portion  of  their  people  opposed  to  the  govern- 
ment were  more  hostile  than  ever  before ;  that  they  had,  year  after  year,  been 
promised  the  fulfilment  of  this  pledge ;  but  since  none  had  come  they  must  liow 
break  off  their  friendly  relations  and  rejoin  their  respective  bands,  as  they  could 
hold  out  no  longer ;  that  their  lives  and  property  were  threatened  in  case  they 
accepted  any  more  goods  from  the  government;  that  the  small  amopnt  of  annui- 
ties given  them  did  not  give  satisfaction ;  it  created  discord  rather  than  harmony, 
nor  woald  it  justify  them  to  come  so  far  to  receive  it;  that  they  had  been  friends 
to  the  government  and  to  all  the  white  men ;  had  lived  up  to  their  pledges  made 
at  Laramie  in  1851,  as  far  as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances,  and  still  de- 
sired to  do  so,  but  must  henceforth  be  excused,  unless  their  "Great  Father" 
would  aid  them.  They  requested  me  to  bring  no  more  goods  under  the  Fort 
Laramie  treaty,  nor  would  they  receive  those  present."  With  the  exception  of 
the  chief.  Bear's  Rib,  they  actually  refused  to  receive  the  presents  with  which 
Agent  Latta  was  provided,  and  which  he  then  offered  them.  Af^r  much  par- 
ley. Bear's  Rib  consented  to  receive  that  portion  of  the  goods  designed  for  his 
people^  stating  at  the  same  time  that  he  thereby  endangered  not  only  his  own 
life  bat  also  the  lives  of  all  his  followers,  and  requesting  that  no  more  goods  1>^ 
bmnght  uiileea  they  could  have  protection.    A  few  dajB  after  this  the 
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justified  the  caution  of  the  other  chiefs,  and  proved  that  the  appreheneions  of 
Bear's  Bib  were  not  unfounded.  A  party  of  Sioux  came  in  from  the  prairie8» 
assaulted  and  killed  Bear's  Rib  and  several  of  his  followers,  compelling  the 
others,  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  to  scatter  and  flee  for  their  lives. 
Not  content  with  thus  repressing  every  manifestation  among  their  own  people 
of  friendly  feeling  towards  the  government,  tliese  savages  have  also  become  the 
terror  and  scourge  of  all  the  lesser  tribes  of  the  upper  Missouri  who  dare  to 
remain  on  friendly  terms  with  the  United  States.  All  these  lesser  tribes  repre- 
sent to  our  agents  that,  because  of  their  adherence  to  their  treaty  stipulationfl. 
they  have  made  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  Sioux,  and  are  in  extreme  danger. 
Many  of  them  dare  not  resort  to  their  common  hunting  grounds,  and  are  hence 
deprived  of  their  usual  supplies,  and  must  suffer  much  for  want  of  food.  Theee 
tribes  all  unite  in  an  earnest  appeal  for  that  protection  to  which,  under  their 
treaties,  they  are  entitled,  and  I  am  not  without  apprehension  that,  in  case  pro- 
tection is  mu<^h  longer  withheld,  they  may  be  compelled,  in  order  to  save  their 
lives,  to  repudiate  their  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  as,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, some  of  our  citizens  have  been  compelled  to  do  in  other  parts  of  the 
country. 

Governor  Jayne,  who  is  ex  officio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  fox  the 
Territory,  all  our  agents,  all  the  friendly  tribes,  and  all  the  Sioux  who  remain 
friendly,  unite  in  representing  the  dancer  of  hostilities  in  the  spring.  Being 
thus  warned,  from  so  many  sources,  of  the  impending  danger,  I  trust  that  the 
necessary  measures  will  be  taken  to  avert  from  Dakota  the  enactment  of  such 
bloody  scenes  as  have  recently  been  witnessed  in  the  neighboring  State  of  Min- 
nesota;  and  am  the  more  solicitous  that  ample  and  seasonable  preparations  may 
be  made  to  meet  the  danger  because  I  believe  by  such  preparation  the  proba- 
bility is  that  hostilities  wHl  be  prevented,  and  our  authority  over  the  hoatile 
Indians  of  Dakota  re-established  without  a  resort  to  actual  force. 

As  a  possible  indication  of  the  cause  of  our  difficulties  with  the  Sioux  of 
Dakota,  1  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  a  communication  from  the  Hon.  J.  R. 
Giddings  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  one  from  the  Reverend  Father  De  Smidt 
to  this  department,  both  of  which  are  among  the  accompanying  papers. 

UTAH    SUPERINTBNDENCY. 

Our  relations  with  the  Indians  of  this  superintendency  are  still  in  an  unsatis- 
factory condition.  But  little  progress  has  been  made  in  subjecting  the  Indians 
to  the  policy  we  have  adopted  for  their  government. 

The  efforts  of  the  superintendent  and  agents  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  Indians  are  very  much  restricted  for  want  of  adequate  means,  and  I  have 
but  little  doubt  that  many  of  the  depredations  committea  by  Indians  are  induced 
by  want  and  privation.  Another  cause  for  the  restless  and  rebellious  spirit 
manifested  by  the  Indians  is  attributed  to  an  unwarrantable  interference,  on  the 
part  of  the  Mormons,  with  the  legitimate  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  soper- 
intendent  and  agents. 

By  far  the  most  numerous,  powerful,  and  troublesome  Indians  within  the 
Territory  are  the  Shoshones  or  Snakes.  These  Indians  roam  over  the  northern 
part  of  the  Territory,  along  the  line  of  the  oveiland  emigrant  and  mail  route, 
and  have  created  serious  disturbances  during  the  past  season.  Vaat  numbers  of 
horses,  cattle,  and  mules  have  been  stolen,  and  large  amounts  of  property  de« 
stroyed,  and  in  some  instances  lives  have  been  lost* 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  an  appropriation  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
negotiating  treaties  with  these  Indians.  A  commission  has  been  appointed  to 
effect  this  negotiation,  consisting  of  Superintendent  Doty,  Agent  ManOf  and 
Henry  Martin,  esq.  But,  owing  to  the  remoteness  of  the  country,  the  difficulty 
of  transportation,  and  the  lateness  of  the  season  at  which  they  must  nf^^'^     '^"^ 
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commence  prepaiationg,  it  is  donbtful  if  thej  will  be  able  to  effect  a  negotiation 
iu  time  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate  during  its  approaching  session. 
This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  there  can  be  no  reasonable  prospect  of  quiet 
within  the  Territory  while  the  present  relations  of  the  government  with  the 
Indians  continue. 

Serious  apprehensions  were  entertained,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer 
and  earlj  in  autumn,  that  a  general  uprising  of  the  Indians  of  the  plains  was 
imminent.  From  the  nature  of  the  information  received,  it  was  deemed  proper 
that  a  notice  should  be  given,  warning  those  contemplating  the  crossing  of  the 
piaiiu  bj  the  overland  mail  ronte  of  the  danger.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
a  despatch  was  received  from  Salt  Lake,  dated  26th  August  last,  directed  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  infoiming  him  that  an  outbreak  on  the  part  of  the  Indians 
east  of  the  Missouri  river  was  at  hand.  That  this  despatch  should  be  dated 
almost  contemporaneously  with  the  bloody  scenes  enacted  in  Minnesota  would 
eeem  to  indicate  that  the  wild  and  disaffected  Indians  of  the  country,  however 
widely  separated,  are  well  informed  as  to  contemplated  movements  on  the  part 
of  any  of  the  tribes.  I  think  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  emissaries  of 
the  rebellion  have,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  endeavored  to  bring  about  a 
general  war  with  the  Indians,  and  that  to  these  wicked  schemes  much  of  the 
onnsoal  disquietude  and  hostility  of  the  Indians  is  to  be  attributed. 

As  stated  in  my  last  annual  report,  the  farms  and  reservations  of  Utah  were 
foand  almost  destroyed  at  the  incoming  of  the  present  administration,  the  former 
agi*nt6  having  deemed  it  indispensable  to  strip  them  of  everything  of  value  in 
order  to  prevent  famine  among  the  Indians.  Phe  meogreness  of  the  appropri- 
ations made  for  the  Indian  service  of  the  Territory  has  made  it  impossible  for 
the  present  officers  to  restore  these  farms  and  reservations  to  a  productive  con- 
dition. The  game  of  the  country  is  well  nigh  exhausted.  The  Indian  service 
in  Utah  cannot  be  otherwise  than  discreditable  to  the  government,  unless  Con- 
ptBi  shall,  by  liberal  appropriations,  enable  our  agents  to  conduct  their  opera- 
tions upon  a  scale  in  some  measure  corresponding  with  the  absolute  necessities 
of  the  Indians  under  their  charge. 

We  have  no  report  from  the  superintendent  of  Nevada.  From  the  latest 
mtelligence  received  from  that  Territory,  the  remarks  in  relation  to  Utah  are 
believed  to  be  applicable  thereto. 

I  respectfully  ask  attention  to  the  remarks  upon  this  subject  contained  in  my 
first  annual  report. 

COLOBADO  SUPBRINTBNDENCV. 

No  serious  outbreak  of  the  Indians  has  occurred  within  this  superintendency 
doting  the  past  year ;  but  most  of  the*  Indians  have  manifested  a  restless  dispo- 
nooQ,  and  naye  been  much  inclined  to  conunit  depredations  upon  the  white 
^tlers.  It  is  believed  that  the  timely  preparation  of  the  government  and  the 
^i?ihuit  care  of  the  superintendent  and  agents  have  done  much  to  prevent 
di^turbanoes. 

The  principal  tribes  are  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes,  the  Utahs  and  Co 
Baaiiches.  An  endeavor  on  the  part  of  Superintendent  £vans  to  put  an  end  to 
hostilitiee  which  for  many  years  have  existed  between  the  Cheyennes  and  Ara- 
pahoes on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Utahs  on  the  other,  has  been  regarded  by  the 
fonD«r  as  aa  unwarrantable  interference,  and  is  one  cause  of  difficulties  with 
•one  of  the  eliieis  of  thoee  tribes.  The  disaffected  chiefs  have,  however,  prem- 
ie to  respect  the  wishes  of  the  superintendent,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  will 
ot^eainon  no  further  trouble. 

Another  diaturbing  element  consists  in  the  fact  that  one  or  two  of  the  bands 
^ere  not  represented  at  the  making  of  the  recent  treaty  with  the  Cheyennes 
and  Arapahoes,  who,  consequently,  still  claim  the  right  to  roam  throughout  the 
^muxj  ooee  claimed  by  that  nation.    Although  provision  is  made  by  the 
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treaty  for  hands  not  parties  thereto  to  hecome  snch,  it  is  hclieved  that  their  con- 
currence in  the  treaty  can  more  easily  be  obtained  by  direct  negotiations  with 
them  for  that  purpose. 

With  the  Utahs,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches,  we  have  no  tfeatiw.  The  Utabs, 
according  to  Surperinteudent  Evans's  report,  occnpy  from  65,000  to  70, 000 
square  miles,  being  all  that  part  of  Colorado  Territory  lying  west  of  the  Cordil* 
leras,  or  snowy  range  of  mountains.  They  number  some  ten  thousand  souls, 
and  are  wild,  warlike,  and  independent  Roaming  over  and  claiming  a  country 
so  vast,  and  finding  that  each  year  is  adding  to  the  number  of  white  settlers, 
whom  they  regard  as  intruders,  there  is  constant  danger  of  collisions,  which 
may  result  in  general  hostilities,  proving  alike  disastrous  to  the  Indians  and  the 
whites.  In  this  view  it  is  of  great  importance  that  provision  should  at  once  be 
made  for  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  with  these  people,  so  that  their  rights  may 
be  ascertained,  and  their  duties  and  relations  toward  the  government  may  be 
dearly  defined.  I  called  attention  to  this  subject  in  my  first  annual  report.  I 
again  urge  its  consideration,  and  prompt  and  appropriate  action  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  as  being  of  the  utmost  importance. 

About  thirteen  thousand  square  miles  of  the  southern  portion  of  Colorado, 
and  probably  a  much  larger  extent  of  the  neighboring  States  of  Kansas  and 
Texas,  and  Territory  of  New  Mexico  and  the  "  Indian  country,"  are  occupied 
by  the  Kioways  and  Comanchcs.  The  same  general  remarks  made  in  reference 
to  the  Utahs  as  to  the  immediate  and  urgent  necessity  of  treaty  negotiations 
are  applicable  to  these  Indians.  They  are  numerous,  intelligent,  and  warlike. 
They  are  represented  as  being  exceedingly  anxious  to  enter  into  treaty  relations 
with  the  United  States,  and  thereby  secure  for  themselves  a  settled  place  of 
habitation.  No  doubts  are  entertained  as  to  the  practicability  and  comparative 
facility  of  converting  those  wild,  nomadic,  and  almost  lawless  Indians  into  quiet 
and  orderly  people  by  timely  and  judicious  action  on  our  part.  The  country 
they  inhabit  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  the  purposes  of  pastoral  life,  for  which  the 
Indians  are  by  habit  well  adapted. 

If  these  suggestions  shall  be  considered,  and  receive  the  favorable  action  of 
Congress,  I  am  confident  that  but  few  years  will  elapse  until  Indian  affairs  in 
Colorado  will  be  reduced  to  system  and  order,  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
citizens  of  the  Territory  made  permanent,  and  the  citizens,  as  well  as  the  In* 
dians,  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  those  blessings  which  result  from  a  just  and 
firm  administration  of  law, 

8UPBRINTBNDBNCY  OF   NBW  MEXICO. 

Most  of  the  time  during  the  past  year  all  that  portion  of  this  superinte&dency 
known  as  Arizonia  has  been  in  the  occupation  of  the  rebels,  and,  consequently, 
to  that  extent  our  communication  with  the  Indians  thereof  has  been  intemiptcvL 

The  Indians  occupying  this  portion  of  the  superinteudency  are  the  Apaches, 
PimoB,  Papagos.  and  the  Aiaricopas.  The  three  last  named  are  known  under 
the  general  term  Pueblos,  and,  in  the  estimation  of  Superintendent  Collins,  are 
much  more  than  semi-civilized.  Their  loyalty  is  unquestionable.  They  stand 
as  a  barrier  between  the  frontier  sentlements  and  the  wild  tribes,  and  in  this 
respect  are  of  signal  service  to  the  whites.  So  great  is  the  confidence  reposed 
in  them  that  the  military  authorities  of  the  Territory  have  presented  them  with 
one  hundred  muskets  and  ten  thousand  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  would  wil- 
lingly have  increased  the  amount  had  the  arms  and  ammunition  been  at  their 
disposal.  To  appreciate  justly  their  loyalty,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
for  more  than  a  year  they  were  subjected  to  the  influences  of  the  rebels,  and 
entirely  cut  off  from  communication  with  us.  They  are  even  now  successful 
agriculturists,  and  were  able  to  sell  to  Grcneral  Carlton's  command,  when  on  its 
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m}  from  Galiforaia,  moTe  than  one  million  pounds  of  wheat,  being  the  fmrplns 
of  tkeir  last  jear's  crop.  I  entertain  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  hj  judicious 
action  oo  oar  part*  these  Indians  will  in  a  few  years  attain  that  degree  of  sue* 
ce»  in  the  arts  of  civilization  which  will  relieve  the  government  from  the  neces* 
sity  of  anj  forther  special  care  in  relation  to  their  welfare. 

The  Apaches  are  wild,  hostile,  and  barbarous.  They  number  about  eight 
thousand,  and,  considering  the  exposed  condition  of  the  country,  are  a  truly 
fonnidable  foe.  While  it  is  not  known  that  the  authorities  of  the  rebellious  States 
have  Baceeeded  in  forming  treaty  relations  with  them,  it  is  quite  evident  they 
have  done  nothing  to  restrain  the  outrages  of  these  savages,  it  evidently  being 
their  policy  to  encourage  rapine  and  murder  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  rather 
than  provoke  their  hostility  towards  themselves. 

The  immunity  from  chastisement  they  have  thus  enjoyed  has  rendered  them 
httolent  and  defiant.  They  have  indulged  in  all  manner  of  outrage,  not  hesitat- 
ing ever  at  the  murder  of  defenceless  women  and  children.  There  should  not 
be  A  momeBt  of  unnecessary  delay  in  strengthening  the  military  force  of  New 
Mexico,  so  that  not  only  these,  but  all  other  hostile  tribes  therein  maybe  chastised 
and  reduced  to  subjection. 

Equally  powerful  and  hostile*  and  even  more  dreaded  than  the  Apaches,  am 
the  Narajoes.  During  the 'past  four  years  they  have  been  a  continual  scourge 
to  the  people  of  New  Mexico,  and  have  committed  innumerable  depredations 
upon  their  settlements.  There  is  absolutely  no  security,  except  armed  force,  in 
any  part  of  the  lai^e  region  of  country  through  which  they  roam ;  and  the  last 
has  proved  even  more  disastrous  than  former  years.  Aside  from  the  Apaches 
and  Nftvajoes,  it  is  believed  that  but  little  trouble  would  be  experienced  in  pre- 
»m*iBg  peace  and  quiet  with  the  many  tribes  and  bands  of  this  superintendency. 
With  the  Apaches  and  Navajoes  the  task  will  be  more  difficult.  The  govern- 
amt  has  so  long  delayed  the  adoption  of  some  efficient  policy,  that  they  have 
become  insolent  and  defiant,  construing  our  forbearance  as  an  evidence  of  weak- 
Bew.  There  is  no  evidence  that  these  powerful  tribes  are  in  league  with  the 
Sionz  of  the  north,  but  it  is  known  that  they  are  well  informed  as  to  all  their 
movements,  and  from  the  well  known  character  of  Indians  having  a  common 
«Bany.  it  is  easv  to  perceive  that  a  delay  in  adopting  some  efficient  policy,  whereby 
tbe  hostile  Imlians  of  this  supcrintendency  shall  be  reduced  to  subjection,  and 
a  permanent  peace  be  established,  may  result  in  formidable  an^  dangerous  com- 
binations that  will  vastly  increase  the  magnitude  of  the  present  evils,  and  the 
difimky  and  expense  of  securing  peace  and  safety  for  our  frontier  settlements. 

The  idea  of  exterminating  all  these  Indians  is  at  once  so  revolting  and  bar- 
barons  that  it  cannot  for  a  moment  be  entertained.  They  must  then,  by  some 
Bipanii,  be  provided  for.  New  settlements  of  whites  are  springing  up  throughout 
the  country,  and  the  game  upon  which  the  Indians  once  relied  is  rapidly  dis- 
■ppearing.  It  is«  impossible  that  they  should  at  once  forget  the  training  of  ages, 
^  adopt  the  white  man's  arts,  so  as  to  gain  even  a  scant  and  precarious  living 
thfrehy;  and,  were  it  otherwise,  they  have  no  settled  home  and  habitation  where 
*ho«e  arts  could  be  exercised.  As  the  whites  advance  the  only  means  by  which 
the  wild  Indians  can  sustain  life  diminish.  It  is  doubtful,  even  now,  if  game 
*  oot  80  scarce  in  New  Mexico  that,  should  the  wild  Indians  wholly  abstain 
^  plunder  a  single  season,  the  result  would  be  starvation.  That  such  would 
be  the  result  a  few  years  hence  cannot  be  doubted. 

If,  then,  the  Indians  are  not  to  be  exterminated  by  violent  means,  or  by  the 
•tiQ  more  revolting  method  of  starvation,  nor  yet  by  a  combination  of  both,  we 
Btist  make  some  other  provision  for  them.  That  they  cannot  be  permitted  to 
f<wm  unmolested  throngn  the  country,  and  could  not  live  if  they  were,  is  per- 
Mr  evident.  It,  therefore,  fi>llows  that  they  must  be  concentrated,  and  must 
bave  an  established  home.  Even  these  will  not  enable  them  to  live;  they  must 
be  taught  the  means  of  obtaining  a  living,  andi  meanwhile,  must  receive  assist- 
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ance.  Whether  this  is  accomplished  hj  means  of  direct  appropriations  of  money 
by  Congress,  or  by  means  of  treaties,  based  upon  a  recognition  of  their  absoluto 
right  to  occupy  the  land  upon  which  nature  has  placed  them,  the  cost  will  be 
precisely  the  same.  This  being  the  case,  and  there  being  so  many  weighty  and 
evident  reasons  why  the  latter  method  should  be  preferred,  it  seems  preposter- 
ous that,  with  per^ct  freedom  of  choice,  we  should  hesitate,  simply  becau^ 
Mexico,  from  whom  we  acquired  the  territory,  did  not  recognize  any  right  of 
the  Indians  in  the  soil ;  and  it  is  the  more  strange  because  it  is  a  reversal  of  all 
our  own  precedents.  I  treated  upon  this  subject  at  considerable  length  in  mj 
first  annual  report ;  I  again  allude  to  it  because  each  year  of  delay  is  disastrous  to 
the  whites  as  well  as  the  Indians,  and  because  there  is  no  feature  of  our  Indian 
relations  that  more  imperatively  demands  the  immediate  consideration  and  action 
of  Congress. 

Very  many  of  the  citizens  of  New  Mexico  have  claims  for  indemnity  for  losses 
occasioned  by  depredations  committed  upon  them  by  Indians.  For  want  of 
appropriate  action  on  the  part  of  Congress,  I  am  unable  to  adjust  these  claim9t 
and  it  is  a  source  of  bitter  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  sufferers,  and  of  serious 
embarrassment  to  our  officers  within  that  Territory.  I  trust  the  approaching  Con- 
gress will  not  fail  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  enable  the  legitimate  claunantB 
to  obtain  their  just  dues. 

OREGON. 

During  the  past  year  our  relations  with  the  Indians  of  Oregon  have  remained 
peaceable,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  serious  diaturb* 
ance  in  the  future. 

Very  full  and  circumstantial  reports  have  been  received  from  the  Buperin- 
tendent,  agents,  and  agency  employes,  from  which  it  will  appear  that  our 
operations  are  rapidly  becoming  systematized ;  and  while  it  is  true  that  no  very 
marked  advance  during  the  year  is  exhibited,  as  to  the  Indians  of  either  of  the 
agencies,  it  is  evident  that  a  gradual  and  sure  advance  is  being  made  at  most  of 
them.  In  relation  to  the  Indians  at  Grand  Ronde  agency,  the  superintendent  is 
of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  fully  arrived  when  an  allotment  of  landB,  to  be 
held  in  severalty,  to  very  many  of  them  will  be  attended  with  the  best  of 
results. 

Great  dissatisfaction  exists  among  many  of  the  tribes  upon  tlie  reservations 
because  of  the  failure  of  the  Senate  to  ratify  the  treaties  negotiated  with  them  a 
few  years  since.  They  have  assembled  upon  reservations  in  good  faith,  and,  as 
they  supposed,  in  conformity  to  treaty  stipulations,  and  now  find  that  they  do 
not  receive  the  benefits  which  they  were  led  to  expect.  This  is  especially  true  in 
relation  to  those  of  the  Siletz  agency.  The  Indians  are  becoming  discouraged^ 
and  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  verv  many  of  them  are  prevented  from  retomiiig 
to  their  former  habits.  Superintendent  Rector  well  remarks,  in  this  connexion^ 
that  "  to  compel  even  Indians  to  remain  on  a  reservation  without  food  and  clothes, 
or  even  the  means  of  obtaining  them,  is  unjust  and  inhuman."  To  remedy  thia 
evil  new  treaties  should  be  negotiated  as  soon  aa  practicable,  freed  from  the  ob- 
jections which  prevented  the  ratification  of  those  formerly  negotiated,  or  Congress 
should  make  appropriations  sufficient  to  place  all  the  Indians  of  the  superintend- 
ency  thus  situated  upon  an  equal  footing  with  those  with  whom  treaties  hare 
been  consummated. 

Owing  to  the  unparalleled  severity  of  the  last  winter,  and  the  backwardncas  of 
the  spring,  much  suffering  was  experienced  by  the  Indians ;  large  numbers  of 
their  horses  and  much  of  the  stock  belonging  to  the  agencies  perished ;  and,  in 
some  instances,  agents  were  compelled  to  issue  to  the  Indians  grain  and  seeds 
which  had  been  intended  for  planting  and  sowing  in  the  spring  to  prevent 
starvation.    This  seed  could  not,  in  some  instances,  be  replaced  at  the  proper 
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time,  and  consequentlj  tbe  amount  planted  was  less  than  was  intended,  and  the 
yield  will  also  he  less  than  usual,  and  some  assistance  may  be  necessary  during 
the  coming  winter  in  supplying  the  deficiency. 

In  general,  however,  trie  crops  of  the  season  just  passed  promised  at  last 
advices  an  abundant  yield,  ana  if  well  secured  will  afford  the  means  for  the 
comfortable  subsistence  of  all  the  Indians  now  upon  reservations. 

But  little  progress  has  been  made  in  education.  Only  two  schools  were  in 
operation  during  the  past  season,  one  at  the  Warm  Springs  reservation,  the 
other  at  Grand  Ronde.  I  am  well  at«sured  that  but  little  good  is  to  result  from 
money  expended  for  the  education  of  Indian  children  until  suitable  buildings, 
with  the  necessary  grounds  attached,  shall  be  provided  for  manual  labor  schools* 
at  which  the  children  shall  be  almost  wholly  withdrawn  from  the  influence  and 
example  of  their  parents,  and  shall  be  subsisted  at  the  school  and  taught  habits 
of  industry,  as  well  as  the  primary  branches  of  education. 

WASHINGTON   SUPERINTBNDENCY. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  superintendent  and  agents  of  this  superintendency 
have  not  been  received;  hence  I  am  unable  to  present  in  detail  the  condition  of 
the  Indians  within  its  limits.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  while  many  of  the 
tribes  arc  friendly,  there  is  more  reason  to  apprehend  difficulties  with  some  of 
those  within  this  Territory  than  from  any  others  upon  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  nego- 
tiating a  treaty  with  the  Nez  Perci:s  was  made  so  late  in  the  season  that,  not< 
withstanding  the  fact  that  conmiissioners  were  prom])tly  appointed  and  the  ne- 
cessary funds  forwarded  for  the  purpose  of  such  negotiation,  I  am  iufonned  by 
Superintendent  Hale  that  the  commissioners  may  not  be  able  to  enter  upon  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  until  next  spring,  when  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  a 
treaty  will  be  negotiated  which  will  secure  peace  between  the  Nez  Perces  and 
the  crowds  of  whites  who  have  gone  upon  their  reservation  in  search  of  the  gold 
which  there  abounds. 

It  will  be  observed,  by  a  perusal  of  some  of  the  papers  accompanying  this 
report,  that  complaints  are  made  with  regard  to  the  large;  arrearages  of  the  Indian 
service  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  and  the  delay  attending  their  settlement.  I 
submit  a  few  facts,  the  simple  statement  of  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  regarded 
as  a  sufficient  answer  to  these  complaints. 

The  outstanding  liabilities  for  the  Indian  service  in  Oregon  and  Washington, 
so  far  a»  can  be  determined  from  the  very  imperfect  returns  furnished  this  office, 
amount  to  8201,186  57,  of  which  nearly  four-fifths  accrued  during  the  last  ad- 
ministration. 

The  delay  in  the  settlement  of  these  liabilities  may  be  attributed  to  various 
causes,  ai^ide  from  the  important  fact  that  less  than  one-half  of  the  above  amount 
has  been  foru-arded  to  this  office  for  examination  and  settlement. 

The  changes  consequent  upon  the  going  out  of  the  late  administration  in- 
duced many  holders  of  certified  vouchers  to  forward  them  to  the  department  for 
eeltlement.  In  many  instances  but  one  of  a  triplicate  or  quadruplicate  set  of 
vouchers  are  forwarded,  and  papers,  such  as  bills  of  lading,  contnicts,  &c.,  re- 
ferred to  on  the  face  of  the  voucher,  arc  withheld.  An  error  of  this  kind 
involves  d«*lay,  it  being  the  rule  of  the  office  that  all  papers  belonging  to  or  re- 
lating to  claims  or  accounts  should  be  submitted  before  settlement  can  be  had. 

The  neglect  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  agents  to  triinsmit  a  statement  of  their 
outstanding  liabilities,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  contribut<*s  to  the 
delay  in  their  settlement.  In  many  instances  the  first  intinuition  that  the  office 
reeeivee  of  the  indebtedness  is  the  appearance  of  the  agent's  certified  voucher 
for  the  amount,  without  explanation  of  any  kind  toudiing  the  transaction  creating 
tke  liability. 
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Many  vovchen  vere  and  are  transmitted  to  this  office  in  adiwiee  of  the 
aunt's  accounts  for  the  quarter  in  which  they  were  issued. 

The  delay  on  the  part  of  some  and  the  neglect  of  other  agents  to  render  and 
forward  their  final  accounts,  together  with  the  fact  that  much  of  this  indebted- 
ness has  been  incurred  in  disregard  of  the  instructions  of  this  office,  and  with  a 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  agents  that  the  funds  under  many  of  the  heads  of 
appropriation  were  already  exhausted,  has  been  and  still  is  an  element  of  delay. 
-  The  outstanding  liabilities  of  the  Indian  service  for  Oregon  and  Washington 
created  during  the  present  administration  have  been,  in  a  great  measure,  un- 
avoidable. The  necessary  changes  in  the  superin  tendency  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory, and  amongst  the  agents  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  have  contributed 
largely  to  this  result 

The  appointment  of  a  superintendent,  and  the  filing  of  his  bond,  consumes 
from  sixty  to  ninety  days.  Until  the  bond  is  filed  the  office  cannot  place  any 
funds  to  the  credit  of  the  superintendent.  Pending  the  filing  of  the  bond  a  re* 
moval  and  consequent  appointment  of  another  superintendent,  as  was  the  case 
in  Washington,  involves  a  repetition  of  the  delay.  The  funds  being  thus  with- 
held, the  agents  are  obliged  to  create  an  indebtednees  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  their  agencies. 

To  obviate  this  difficulty  it  is  suggested  that  legislation  be  had  by  Congress, 
creating  depositories  in  those  Territories,  so  that  moneys  intended  for  disburse- 
ment there  can  be  paid  upon  the  presentation  of  the  bond  of  the  proper  offict^r. 

CALIFORNU  8UPEBINTBNDRNCY, 

The  condition  of  the  Indians  in  California  is  one  of  peculiar  hardship,  and  I 
know  of  no  people  who  have  more  righteous  claims  upon  the  justice  and  liber- 
ality of  the  American  people.  Owing  to  the  discovery  of  its  mines,  the  fertility 
of  its  soil,  and  the  salubrity  of  its  climate,  that  State  within  a  few  years  past 
became  the  recipient  of  a  tide  of  emigration  almost  unexampled  in  hiatory. 
Down  to  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  this  emigration  nature  supplied  till 
the  wants  of  the  Indians  in  profusion.  They  lived  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest 
abundance,  and  were  free,  contented,  and  happy.  The  emigration  began*  and 
every  part  of  the  State  was  overrun,  as  it  were,  in  a  day.  All,  or  nearly  so,  of 
the  fertile  valleys  were  seized ;  the  mountain  gulches  and  ravines  were  filled 
with  miners ;  and  without  the  slightest  recognition  of  the  Indians'  rights,  they 
were  dispossessed  of  their  homes,  their  hunting  grounds,  their  fisheries,  and,  to 
a  great  extent,  of  the  productions  of  the  earth.  From  a  position  of  independ- 
ence they  were  at  once  reduced  to  the  most  abject  dependence.  With  no  one  of 
the  many  tribes  of  the  State  is  there  an  existing  treaty.  Despoiled  by  irrei«istl- 
ble  force  of  the  land  of  their  fathers;  with  no  country  on  earth  to  which  they 
can  migrate ;  in  the  midst  of  a  people  witii  whom  they  cannot  assimilate,  they 
have  no  recognized  claims  upon  the  government,  and  are  almost  compelled  to 
become  vagabonds — to  steal  or  to  staroe.  They  are  not  even  unmolested  upon 
the  scanty  reservations  we  set  apart  for  their  use.  Upon  one  pretext  or  anothert 
even  these  are  invaded  by  the  whites,  and  it  is  literally  true  that  there  is  no 
place  where  the  Indian  can  experience  that  feeling  of  security  which  is  the  effect 
of  just  and  wholesome  laws,  or  where  he  can  plant  with  any  assurance  that  he 
shall  reap  the  fruits  of  his  labor.  The  great  error  in  our  relations  with  the 
California  Indians  consists,  as  I  conceive,  in  our  refusal  to  recognise  thebr  q«u- 
fructuary  right  in  the  soil,  and  treat  with  them  for  its  extinguishment;  thereby 
providing  for  them  means  of  subsistence  until  such  time  as  they  shaU  be  edu- 
cated to  conform  to  the  widely  altered  circumstances  by  which  they  are  sur- 
rounded. It  is  now  perhaps  too  late  to  correct  this  error  by  making  treaties, 
lUQd  it  only  remains  for  us  to  do  voluntarily  that  justice  which  we  have  refused 
to  acknowledge  in  the  form  of  treaty  obligations. 
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When  the  incalcolable  value  of  Califomiai  with  its  seven  or  eight  hundred 
miles  of  eea-coast  and  ita  untold  millions  of  we«^th»  10  considered*  how  small, 
ID  oomnarison,  is  the  value  of  such  appropriations  as  would  be  sufficient  to 
afford  the  Indians  every  aid  and  facility  for  the  attainment  of  comfortable  homes 
and  the  simple  arts  of  civilisuition  necessary  to  their  subsistence  I  And  when  it 
ii  also  considered  that  these  people  were  in  the  almost  nndij^puted  possession  of 
this  beantiM  domain,  surely  we,  who  have  deprived  them  of  their  possessions, 
ought  not  to  withhold  the  little  which,  by  every  consideration  of  humanity  and 
josdce,  they  may  so  imperatively  and  rightfully  demand. 

A  proviso  was  added  to  the  appropriation  made  by  Congress  at  its  last  session 
for  the  Indian  service  in  this  State,  authorizing  and  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  **  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  Indian  reservations 
ID  California  to  two  in  number;  the  proper  places  for  the  same;  the  probable 
expense  thereof;  the  propriety  of  disposing  of  any  of  the  reservations,  and  the 
Talae  thereof,  and  of  the  property  thereon ;  of  the  manner  and  terms  of  such 
disposal ;  and  in  what  manner,  in  hiA  jud^ent,  the  expense  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment in  that  State  can  be  reduced  and  its  system  :«implified,  without  injury 
to  the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  next  regular  session  of  Congress."  That 
the  information  sought  by  this  proviso  might  be  obtained,  I  directed  the  super- 
iiiU^ndittg  agents  fur  the  northern  and  southern  districts,  shortly  after  the  ad- 
joumioeut  of  the  last  Congress,  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  various  sub- 
jects embraced  therein.  The  report  of  Superintending  Agent  Hanson  will  be 
iuund  among  the  accompanying  papers ;  that  of  Superintending  Agent  Went- 
worth  is  not  yet  received. 

1  entirely  concur  in  the  views  expressed  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Hanson  as  to 
the  vants  of  the  northern  district.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  no  one  location, 
vitliin  his  knowledge,  sufficient  in  extent  to  accommodate  the  Indians  of  this 
district.  Two  reservations  are  therefore  imperatively  demanded.  Were  it  other- 
^tw,  I  should  deem  the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Hanson  as  to  the  disparity  in 
the  tastea,  habits,  and  pursuits  of  the  Indians  of  the  coast  and  those  of  the  inte- 
rior, conclusive  as  to  the  propriety  of  two  reservations.  I  also  feel  well  assured 
tluu  bis  recommendations  as  to  the  sale  of  the  Klamath,  the  Mendocino,  and 
Nome  lAcke  reservations ;  the  purchase  of  such  settlers'  claims,  within  the 
Bmiib  River  and  Round  Valley  reservations,  as  may  be  found  just ;  the  removal 
of  all  whites  therefrom,  and  the  enlargement  of  their  limits,  should  be  adopted 
ai  once.  If  these  suggestions  shall  receive  the  early  and  favorable  considera- 
tuia  of  Congress,  I  have  the  utmost  confidence  that  they  will  be  attended  with 
tbe  most  gratifying  results,  as  all  our  accomits  agree  that  the  Indians  of  this 
district,  and,  indeed,  of  the  State  at  large,  possess,  in  an  unusual  degree,  the 
capacity  of  speedily  acquiring  the  arts  of  civilization  and  becoming  self-sup- 
porting. 

Whether  it  shall  be  found  expedient  to  establish  one  or  more  reservations 
vitkio  the  limits  of  the  southern  district,  there  should  be  no  delay  in  securing 
tbe  titles  to  such  as  may  be  found  necessary,  as  delay  not  only  increases  the 
difficulties  of  procuring  suitable  locations,  but  also  serves  to  enhance  the  value 
of  filch  desirable  lands  as  may  be  found  to  belong  to  white  settlers.  Very  many 
of  the  Indians  of  the  southern  district  are  already  well  advanced  in  civilization. 
This  is  especially  theicase  with  those  in  that  portion  of  the  district  extending 
can  and  west  from  the  Mojave  to  the  Colorado  river,  and  to  the  Pacific  coast, 
aad  southwardly  to  the  boundary  of  the  State.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  system 
i»T  ihe  management  of  our  Indian  relations  with  California  should  differ  from 
that  of  other  States  and  of  the  Territories.  We  have  now  ttoo  superintending 
^t9Uf  both  residing  in  San  Francisco,  and  both  necessarily  requiring  offices 
Ukd  clerks.  Their  duties,  I  have  no  doubt,  may  be  as  efficiently  discharged  by 
a  Miperintendent,  with  but  little,  if  any,  additional  expense  to  that  incurred  by 
each  of  the  superintending  agents ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  case  two  rcserva- 
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tions  are  established  in  what  is  now  the  northern  district,  and  a  Buitable  nnin- 
ber  in  the  southern,  and  agents  appointed  to  reside  upon  the  several  reservations, 
with  the  necessary  number  of  empioy(^8,  we  shall  not  only  secure  the  advantage 
of  uniformity  in  the  system  adopted  for  the  management  of  Indian  affairs,  but 
shall  also  greatly  reduce  the  expenses  now  incurred  in  that  State,  and  better 
subserve  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  Indians. 

MICHIGAN   AGENCY. 

Under  this  head  are  embraced  all  the  Indians  residing  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan. No  material  change  has  taken  place  during  the  pa^t  year.  The  agent  can 
wield  but  little  influence  among  these  Indians,  owing  to  the  fact  that  their  reser- 
vations are  remote  from  the  agency  and  from  each  other.  The  Indians  number 
about  eight  thousand,  and  are  divided  into  numerous  small  bands,  locatc'd  in 
various  parts  of  the  State,  requiring  of  the  agent  a  journey  of  some  two  thou- 
sand miles  in  order  to  visit  them  all  and  make  their  annual  payments.  If,  upon 
investigation,  it  should  be  found  practicable  to  locate  all  these  Indians  upon  a 
single  suitable  reservation,  it  would,  I  doubt  not,  be  attended  with  most  bene- 
ficial  results. 

The  agent  could  then  reside  with  the  Indians,  and  they  be  under  his  personal 
care  and  supervision,  and  reap  the  advantages  of  his  example  and  instructions. 
I  believe  this  change  would  be  found  practicable,  and  am  confident  that  tho 
present  possessions  of  the  Indians  would  oe  found  sufficient  to  procure  for  them 
a  new  location,  and  establish  them  in  much  more  comfortable  and  promising 
circumstances  than  those  by  which  they  are  now  surrounded. 

As  situated  at  present,  but  little  progress  is  being  made,  either  in  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children  or  in  agriculture. 

Within  the  limits  of  the  agency  there  are  some  twenty-seven  schools,  at  which 
the  aggregate  attendance  has  been  but  six  hundred  and  twenty-four.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  teachers  employed  discharge  their  duties  with  commendable 
fidelity,  but  the  result  of  their  labors  is  not  such  as  might  easily  be  attained, 
with  far  less  expenditure,  if  the  Indians  were  concentrated  so  that  the  number 
of  schools  might  be  reduced,  and  a  more  regular  attendance  on  the  part  of  tlie 
scholars  be  secured. 

The  recent  law  of  Congress  providing  for  the  punishment  of  persons  selling 
intoxicating  liquors  to  the  Indians  is  having  a  salutary  effect  in  this  as  well  a» 
other  localities,  and  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  more  intelligent  of  the  In- 
dians and  the  more  respectable  of  the  whites. 

No  doubts  are  entertained  as  to  the  loyalty  of  the  Indians  of  this  agency. 

GRBBN   BAY   AGBNCY. 

The  Indians  of  ihis  agency  consist  of  the  Stockbridges  and  Munsees,  tlie 
Oneidas,  and  the  Menomonees. 

The  suggestions  made  with  reference  to  the  Michigan  agency,  with  but  slight 
modifications,  are  appropriate  to  the  Indians  of  this  agency.  Judging  by  the 
report  of  Agent  Davis,  I  am  satisfied  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  Indians 
under  his  charge  would  be  vastly  benefited  if  located  upon  a  single  reservation, 
and  assigned  a  proper  quantity  of  land  to  be  held  in  severalty.  Their  knowl- 
edge of  the  arts  of  ci\alization,  and  the  extent  to  which  they  have  engaged  in 
industrial  pursuits,  are  such  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  stimulus  arising  from  tbo 
individual  ownership  of  land  and  other  property  would  be  to  them  of  incnlcii- 
lable  benefit,  and  would  prove,  within  a  few  years,  more  effectual  in  elevating, 
civilizing,  and  in  all  respects  improving  their  condition  than  any  and  all  the 
means  hitherto  employed. 

The  report  of  ^ent  Davis  is  veiy  elaborate,  and  presents  much  detailed  and 
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mtereflting  information  in  relation  to  all  tbe  tribes  under  his  charge.  The  infor- 
BOtioQ  he  famiBhes  in  relation  to  the  machinations  of  the  rebels  among  the 
Indians  is  of  much  interest. 

NBW  YORK    AGBNCY. 

The  Indians  of  New  York  still  maintain  their  advanced  position  in  relation 
to  aU  the  Indian  nations.  With  them  the  question  of  Indian  civilization  has 
been  suooessfbllj  solved.  They  have  their  churches  and  schools ;  their  houses 
lie  neat  and  comfortable ;  they  are  successfully  engaged  in  agriculture ;  and  in 
aD  their  surroondinga  thrift  and  comfort  are  to  be  observed. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  as  a  community,  they  are  veil  qualified  to  take 
ehai^ge  of  and  successfully  manage  their  own  domestic  and  financial  concerns, 
and  that,  aside  from  our  treaty  stipulations,  no  good  reason  exists  why  the  gov- 
onment  may  not  now  surrenaer  to  them  the  trusts  it  has  so  long  held  and  exer- 
dsei  in  their  behalf. 

With  a  view  to  such  action,  I  respectfully  recommend  to  and  ui^  upon  your 
eonsideradon  the  propriety  of  requesting  firom  Gongress  authority  to  make  the 
aeoesssry  negotiationB  and  settlements. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Tonawanda  band  of  Senecas,  these  Indians  have 
▼oy  considerable  unadjusted  claims  against  the  United  States,  arising  under  the 
vrovisions  and  stipuhitions  of  the  Buflblo  Creek  treaty  of  January  15,  1838. 
tinder  the  provisions  of  this  treatv  it  was  contemplated  that  the  entire  body  of 
these  Indians  would  emigrate  to  the  then  Indian  territory  west  of  the  State  ot 
Hi«8(mri,  where  a  tract  of  land  equal  to  one  million  eight  hundred  and  twenty* 
four  thousand  acres,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  for  each  individual,  was 
set  apart  for  their  use  in  consideration  of  a  cession  to  the  United  States  of  their 
dainis  to  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  then  Territory  of  Wis- 
conein. 

By  far  the  larger  portion  of  the  Indians  remained  in  the  State'  of  New  York. 
That  such  Indians  have  a  just  claim  against  the  United  States  on  account  of 
the  cession  of  Wisconsin  lands  has  been  expressly  recognized  by  a  settle- 
ment and  adjustment  made  with  a  portion  of  their  number,  viz :  the  Tonawanda 
hand  of  Senecas,  under  a  treaty  made  with  said  band  in  1857. 

Many  of  the  Indians  removed  to  the  then  territory  west  of  Missouri,  as  con- 
templated by  the  treaty  of  1838,  and  some  of  them  have  received  the  lands  to 
which,  under  said  treaty,  they  were  entitled,  but  it  is  alleged  that  many  of  those 
vho  so  removed  failed  to  receive  their  dues  under  the  treaty,  and  are  sufFering 
extreme  poverty,  being  compelled  to  subsist  mainly  by  the  charities  of  the 
tribes  there  residing.  Very  many  complaints  have  been  received  at  this  office 
npon  this  subject,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  some  instances  they  are  founded  in 
jnstiee.  I  respectfully  suggest  legislative  action,  on  the  part  of  Gongress,  upon 
this  subject,  with  a  view  to  a  final  adjustment  of  all  the  claims  of  the  New 
York  Indians,  and  trust  that  such  legislation  will  include  not  only  the  claims  of 
those  ftiU  residing  in  New  York,  but  also  the  claims  of  those  who  emigrated  to 
Kansas  under  the  treaty  of  1838. 

In  my  last  annual  iieport  I  recommended  that  measures  be  adopted  by  Con- 
greas  to  insure  to  the  Indians  the  value  of  the  bonds  abstracted  from  the  custody 
of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  as  shown  in  a  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  (No.  78,  thirty-sixth  Congress,  second 
ieseion,)  and,  further,  that  a  law  be  enacted  granting  power  to  the  Secretary  of 
/the  Interior  to  dispose  of  all  the  State  stocks  then  held  in  trust  by  the  govern- 
»ent«  and  that  the  amount  expended  in  their  purchase  be  reimbursed  to  the 
Indians  by  an  investment  in  stocks  of  the  United  States  for  their  benefit. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  1862,  Congress  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  place  upon  the  books  of  the  treasury,  to  the  credit  of  each  of  the  Indian 
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tribes  intereBted  in  the  abstracted  bonds,  (excepting  the  Cherokees  and  Potta- 
watomies,)  the  amounts  orijrinaJly  inyestea  in  said  Donds  for  them  respectivelj, 
and  appropriated  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  same»  at  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  from  the  date  of  the  last  payment  until  the  first  day  of  July, 
1862,  and  provided  for  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the  several  amounts  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  semi-annually. 

I  now  recommend  that  measures  be  adopted  by  Congress  to  reimburse  the 
Cherokees  and  Pottawatomies  for  their  interest  in  the  said  abstracted 
bonds. 

To  prevent  fhrther  loss  from  the  abstraction  of  bonds,  and  to  insure  to  the 
Indians  the  payment  of  the  interest  promptly  as  it  may  become  due,  I  recom- 
mend that  measures  be  adopted  by  Conmss  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  deposit  all  State  stocks  now  held  by  him  in  trust  for  Indian  tribes 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  he  be  authorised  to  enter  upon 
the  books  of  his  department,  to  the  credit  of  the  proper  tribes,  the  amount 
originally  invested  in  said  bonds,  and  that  provision  oe  made  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest. 

For  information  as  to  the  present  condition  of  the  "trust  fhnd'*  held  by  you 
on  account  of  various  Indian  tribes,  I  refer  you  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gtoddard 
(the  clerk  in  charge  of  that  branch  of  business)  and  to  the  tabular  statements 
accompanying  it. 

The  accompanying  tabular  statement,  indicating  the  schools,  population,  and 
wealth  of  the  different  Indian  tribes  which  are  in  direct  connexion  with  the 
government,  comprises  all  the  information  received  at  this  office  relating 
mereto. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  P.  DOLE, 

CommUnoner, 

Hon.  Calbb  B.  Smith, 

Sedretary  cf  the  LUeriar, 
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REPORT 

ov 

THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PENSIONS. 


Pension  Oppicb,  November  15,  1862. 

SiB:  The  fonowmg  report  of  the  transactions  of  this  bnrean  during  the  past 
jear  is  respectftillj  submitted. 

ARMY  PENSIONS. 

The  number  of  original  applications  for  army  invalid  pensions  granted  daring 
the  jear  ending  June  30,  1862,  was  335.  There  were  33  of  the  same  class 
whose  pensions  were  increased.  The  whole  number  of  army  inyalids  on  the 
pension  roll  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  (in  the  loyal  States)  3,878.  The 
jearly  amount  required  to  pay  these  pensions  is  $349,026  50.  The  aggregate 
Bum  actually  paid  to  army  invalid  pensioners  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1S62,  was  $299,830  53.  The  number  of  army  invalids  .enrolled  on  the  pension 
list  in  the  disloyal  States  is  848,  calling  for  an  annual  aggregate  of  $71,811. 
The  total  amount  of  invalid  pensions  paid  in  these  States  in  1861,  according  to 
accounts  rendered,  was  $1,376  95. 

The  whole  number  of  original  applications  in  behalf  of  revolutionary  soldiers 
admitted  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  was  six.  There  were  eight  of 
this  class  whose  pensions  were  increased.  The  aggregate  number  of  revolu- 
tionary soldiers  wnose  names  were  on  the  pension  list  in  the  loyal  States  at  the 
above  date  was  30,  with  a  total  annual  payment  of  $1,760  87.  The  amount 
paid  during  the  year,  including  all  arrears,  and  also  the  expenses  of  the  several 
pension  agencies  chargeable  to  the  revolutionary  appropriation,  was  $36,661  07. 
Of  the  whole  number  of  revolutionary  soldiers  on  the  pension  list  at  the  close 
of  the  previous  fiscal  year,  nineteen,  or  nearly  two-fifths  of  all  in  the  loyal 
States,  had  died  before  the  30th  of  June  last.  The  number  on  the  pension  rolls 
of  the  disloyal  States,  making  no  deduction  for  deaths,  (as  none  had  been  re- 
ported,) was  14.  The  annual  amount  of  their  pensions  would  be  only  $734  81. 
The  accounts  rendered  of  payments  to  them  in  1861  show  a  total  of  $77  16. 
Of  the  surviving  revolutionary  soldiers  drawing  pensions  in  the  loyal  States, 
9  are  in  New  l^rk,  5  in  Maine,  3  in  Massachusetts,  3  in  Ohio,  2  in  Michigan^ 
1  in  New  Hampshire,  1  in  Vermont,  1  in  Connecticut,  1  in  Kentucky,  1  in  In« 
&na,  1  in  Missouri,  1  in  Virginia,  (Western,)  and  1  in  Wisconsin. 

Original  applications  of  widows  of  revolutionaiy  soldiers,  to  the  number  of 
25,  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  pensions  of  eight  were  increased. 
There  were  at  the  close  of  the  year  1,850  pensioners  of  this  class  on  the  rolls 
of  the  loyal  States,  and  the  yearly  aggregate  of  their  pensions  is  $146,609  19. 
The  amount  actually  paid  them  during  the  year,  including  arrears,  was 
tl88,594  55.  Of  this  class  of  pensioners  there  were,  at  the  li^t  reports,  538 
on  the  rolls  of  the  disloyal  States,  with  a  yearly  amount  of  pensions  equal  to 
138.834  17.  Accounts  have  been  rendered  of  payments  to  these  pensioners, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1861,  to  the  amount  of  $230  28. 

The  number  of  original  applications  under  the  acts  granting  half  pay  to 
widows  and  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  admitted  during  the 
jear  was  153.  The  number  whose  pensions  were  increased  was  68.  There 
vm  of  dds  class  on  the  pension  list  in  the  loyal  States,  on  the  30th  of  Juqs 
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last,  1,485.    The  aggregate  amount  of  their  pensions  is  (129,384.    The  whole 
Bom  paid  them  during  the  year  was  $148,334  86. 

The  number  of  widows  and  orphans  on  the  armj  pension  rolls  in  the  disloyal 
States,  at  the  date  of  the  last  reports  made,  was  593,  and  the  jearlj  aggregate 
of  their  pensions  $40,776.  The  amount  paid  them  in  1861,  so  far  as  reported* 
was  $1,008  20. 

MATY  PENSIONS. 

The  number  of  original  applications  for  navy  invalid  pensions  granted  during 
the  year  was  78.  The  whole  numher  of  widows'  applications  for  navy  half 
pay,  admitted  during  the  same  period,  was  49.  No  pension  of  either  class  has 
been  increased. 

The  total  number  of  navy  pensioners  in  the  loyal  States  at  the  close  of  the 
year  was  916.  The  yearly  amount  of  their  pensions  is  $125,931  15.  The 
sum  paid  to  the^e  pensioners  during  the  year  was  $108,740  40.  There  were, 
at  the  date  of  the  last  reports  made  to  this  office,  80  navy  pensioners  on  the 
rolls  in  the  disloyal  States,  with  an  annual  aggregate  of  $16,209.  The  accounts 
rendered  of  payments  to  these  pensioners  in  1861  show  that  they  have  received 
the  sum  of  $5,530  76  out  of  moneys  in  the  hands  of  agents  in  the  disloyad 
States  supplied  during  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

GRAND   TOTAL. 

The  whole  number  of  pensioners  of  every  kind  in  the  loyal  States  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1862,  was  8,159.  The  annual  amount  payable  to  these  pen- 
sioners  is  $752,711  71.  The  total  amount  actually  paid  during  the  year,  in- 
cluding arrears  and  expenses  of  agencies,  was  $782,161  41. 

In  the  disloyal  States  there  were  2,073  pensioners,  as  appears  from  the  latest 
reports,  calling  for  a  yearly  amount  of  $168,364  98.  The  total  amount  of  pay- 
ments in  these  States  in  1861,  as  accounted  for,  was  $8,223  35. 

FUNDS   AT   PENSION   AOBNCIB8. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  pension  agents  in  the 
loyal  States  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  $150,802  76.  At  the  same  date 
there  remained  unaccounted  for  in  the  hands  of  pension  agents  in  the  disloyal 
States  the  total  sum  of  $23,627  56.  This  balance,  however,  is  presumed  to 
have  been  mostly  paid  over  to  pensioners  in  those  States,  in  a  lawful  manner, 
before  the  actual  commencement  of  rebel  hostilities.  Since  my  last  annual  re- 
port several  important  points  at  which  pension  agencies  had  been  located  have 
been  taken  possession  of  by  our  armed  forces,  and  I  have  secured  in  these  in- 
stances, so  far  as  possible,  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  agencies  in  oues- 
tion.  From  the  agencies  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  New 
Orleans,  Lousiana,  the  total  amount  of  $15,535  29  has  been  adjusted  by  the 
transmission  of  vouchers  showing  legal  and  proper  payments,  or  by  refunding. 
Having  taken  measures  to  secure  a  like  settlement  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  I 
learned  that  the  agent  there,  and  one  of  his  sureties,  had  left  the  place,  the 
former  taking  with  him  all  the  hooks  and  papers  of  the  agency.  I  was  about 
instituting  proceedings  to  close  up  the  accounts  of  the  agencies  at  Jacksonville* 
Florida,  and  Jackson,  Tennessee,  when  a  change  in  the  state  of  military  afiTaira 
in  those  districts  prevented  further  action.  From  intelligence  received  pre« 
viously  to  the  final  outbreak  of  hostilities,  and  from  the  known  condition  of  the 
several  agencies,  it  is  believed  that  the  only  real  delinquencies  of  any  consider- 
able amount  in  the  disloyal  States  will  be  within  the  following  estimates :  Ala- 
bama, $5,000;  Arkansas,  $3,600;  Virginia,  $1,000;  Tennessee,  $700;  North 
Carolina,  $500;  total,  $10,800.  Whether  any  part  of  this  amount  may  be  re- 
covered, in  restoring  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  in  those 
States,  remains  to  be  seen. 
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COMPARISON   WITH  THE   PREVIOUS   YEAR. 

A  eomparison  of  the  foregoing  etatistics  with  those  of  my  last  annual  report 
gives  the  following  results  : 


Whole  numher  of  pensions 

Total  jearlj  amount 

Aggregate  payments 


1861. 


10,  709 

$957,772  08 

1,072,461  55 


1862. 


10,  232 

$921,076  69 

790,384  76 


Decrease. 


477 
$36,705  39 
282,077  79 


STATISTICAL    TABLES. 

I  transmit  herewith,  as  part  of  my  report,  sundry  tahular  statements,  exhihit- 
ing  more  in  detail  the  aftairs  embraced  in  the  preceding  abstract.  The  table 
marked  A  shows,  by  States,  the  number  of  original  applications  for  army  pen- 
sions of  the  several  classes  admitted  during  the  year,  and  the  annual  amount  of 
the  same,  tog^her  with  the  number  of  army  pensions  increased.  That  marked 
B  gives,  in  like  manner,  the  amount  of  arrearages  of  army  pensions  admitted, 
payable  at  the  date  of  issuing  the  pension  certificates.  Table  C  exhibits  the 
amounts  paid  for  army  pensions,  of  each  class,  at  the  agencies  in  the  several 
States,  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  D  shows  the  amount  of  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  each  agent  for  paying  army  pensions,  June  30,  1862.  E  gives  the  number 
and  yearly  amount  of  army  pensions  on  the  rolls  of  each  State  at  the  dose  of 
the  year.     Table  F  presents  similar  details  in  regard  to  navy  pensions. 

BOUNTY    LAND. 

The  number  of  bounty  land  warrants  of  the  several  denominations  issued, 
and  the  number  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  thus  granted,  during  the  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1862,  will  appear  in  detail  from  the  following  statement : 

Under  the  Mexican  war  act  of  February  11,  1847,  there  Wv.>i'e  issued — 

15  warrants  for  160  acres  each,  making 2,  400  acres. 

1  warrant  for  40  acres 40     " 

Total. .  16  warrants,  granting 2,  440  acres. 

Under  the  bounty  land  act  of  September  28,  1850,  there  were  issued — 

1  warrant  for  160  acres 160  acres. 

2  warrants  for  40  acres  each,  making 80     " 

Total..     3  warrants,  granting 240     " 

Under  the  bounty  land  act  of  March  3,  1855,  and  the  supplementary  act  of 
May  14,  1856,  there  were  issued — 

1,  544  warrants  for  160  acres  each,  making 247,  040  acres. 

58           "            120           "           "           6,960     " 

14           "             80          "           "          1,120     " 

1           "             60          "          "          60     " 

Total..   1,  617  warrants,  granting 255, 180     " 
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The  whole  nnmber  of  warrantB  issued  dnrmg  the  rear  was  1,636,  for  an  ag^ 
gate  quantity  of  land  equal  to  257,860  acres.  In  this  branch  of  the  office  there 
has  been  a  decided  diminution  of  business,  compared  with  even  the  moderate 
amount  of  last  year.  From  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  latest  bounty  land  act,  it  is  fiiir  to  presume  that  very  few  meritorious 
claims  of  this  kind  remain  which  have  not  oeen  presented  for  adjudication. 
The  number  of  original  applications  during  the  year  have  been  veir  few,  and 
of  the  cases  suspended,  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  tueir  allow- 
ance, it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any  large  proportion  can  be  sustained  by  the 
required  proof,  hitherto  unattainable.  The  following  statement  shows  the  rela- 
tive number  and  amount  of  bounty  land  issues  during  the  latet  two  years : 


I 

1861. 

1862. 

Decrease. 

Whole  number  of  warrants  issued 

Whole  number  of  acres  granted 

5,341 
834,  720 

1.636 
257,  860 

3,705 
576,860 

WHOLB  AMOUNT  OP  PENSIONS  AND  BOUNTY  LANDS. 

The  whole  number  of  acres  of  land  granted  for  military  and  naval  service, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  is  65,801,862.  Estimated  at  $1  25  an 
acre,  the  aggregate  value  of  this  government  bounty  is  $82,252,327  50.  The 
aggregate  amount  of  money  paid  by  the  United  States  government  to  army  and 
navy  pensioners  since  its  organization  is  $90,668,521  06.  Total  amount  in  pea- 
sions  and  bounty  land,  $172,920,848  56. 


THE  NEW  PENSION  ACT. 

Congress  at  its  late  session  having  passed  a  general  pension  act,  approved  by 
the  Executive  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1862,  my  attention  was  at  once  directed 
to  the  preparation  of  forms  and  instructions,  and  to  the  organization  of  the 
clerical  force  oi  me  office  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  a  prompt  execution  of  the 
law.  Liberal  in  its  terms,  and  embracing  every  branch  of  the  military  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  since  March  4,  1861,  a  large  increase  of  the 
business  of  this  bureau  has  naturally  resulted,  with  the  prospect  of  a  very  ma- 
terial addition  to  the  expenditures  on  behalf  of  the  pension  list.  Two  classes  of 
pensioners,  hitherto  unluiown  in  our  legislation — ^mothers  and  sisters,  dependent 
upon  a  deceased  officer  or  soldier  for  support — are  humanely  provided  for  by  this 
law,  while  the  pensions  to  other  classes,  and  particularly  to  disabled  seamen  of 
the  navy,  and  to  widows  and  minor  children  on  behalf  of  both  branches  of  the 
service,  are  largely  increased.  These  facts,  in  addition  to  the  consideration  of 
the  great  numbers  now  employed  in  the  army  and  navy,  have  led  to  apprehen- 
sions in  some  quarters  of  an  extravagant,  if  not  insupportable,  annual  burden 
resulting  from  this  law,  in  itself  certainly  no  more  liberal  than  simple  justice 
demands  towards  the  armed  defenders  of  the  country  in  this  day  of  its  trial. 
From  the  outset  it  has  been  my  conviction,  always  supposing  the  results  of  the 
war  to  be  commensurate  with  what  may  reasonably  be  expected  from  the  means 
employed,  that  the  total  annual  sum  required  to  carry  out  this  law  will  in  no 
year  exceed  $7,000,000.  The  estimates  submitted  for  the  next  fiscal  year, 
indeed,  call  for  a  somewhat  larger  amount;  but  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that, 
the  present  law  dating  invalid  pensions  from  the  day  of  the  soldier's  discharge, 
and  widows'  pensions  from  the  date  of  their  husbands'  death,  there  will  be,  in 
the  aggregate,  a  large  amount  of  arrearages  (in  some  cases  a  full  year's  pension) 
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to  be  proylded  for  at  the  first  payment  after  the  certificate  is  issued.  To  meet 
this  extraordinary  demand  a  sufficient  appropriation,  over  and  above  the  annual 
aggregate,  is  believed  to  have  been  asked. 

Without  formally  reporting  details  of  the  transactions  of  this  office,  under  the 
new  law,  for  the  ftagment  of  a  year  that  has  transpired,  it  is  but  just  to  submit 
a  general  statement,  showing  what  number  of  applications  have  been  received 
during  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  how  many  claims  have 
been  allowed. 

The  whole  number  of  applications  for  army  invalid  pensions,  under  the  act 
of  July  14,  1862,  was,  to  November  15,  4,411 ;  of  this  number  478  have  been 
admitted.  The  whole  number  of  applications  of  widows  (army)  under  this  law, 
to  the  same  date,  was  5,161;  of  mothers,  901;  of  minor  children,  20;  and  of 
sisters,  10.  Only  a  small  portion  of  these  applications  have  been  returned  from 
the  Adjutant  Greneral's  office,  to  which,  after  being  registered,  acknowledged,  and 
briefed,  they  were  sent  for  the  necessary  indorsement  as  to  the  service  and  death 
of  the  party  on  whose  account  a  pension  is  claimed.  But  125  of  these  claims  had 
been  admitted  on  the  15th  instant. 

In  the  navy  branch  163  invalid  applications  had  been  filed  at  the  above  date, 
of  which  61  were  allowed,  and  102  suspended  or  not  acted  on;  115  widows' 
applications,  of  which  21  were  allowed;  20  applications  of  mothers,  and  3  in  be- 
half of  minor  children. 

The  necessary  preparations  having  been  completed,  all  the  cases  not  yet  dis- 
posed of  will  be  taken  up  in  turn  and  acted  on  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  a  considerable  percentage  of  applications  will  not 
he  found  allowable  on  examination ;  it  is  also  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  total 
number  of  applications,  on  account  of  the  present  war,  (10,804,)  includes  a  large 
proportion  of  all  the  supposed  cases  for  pension  that  have  arisen  during  a  period 
of  hostilities  extending  over  more  than  eighteen  months.  The  number  of  soldiers 
discharged  on  a  certificate  of  disability  is  by  no  means  a  measure  of  the  number 
that  are  entitled  to  receive  invalid  pensions ;  the  latter  class,  in  fact,  includes 
but  a  small  proportion  of  the  former.  Of  the  thousands  who  die  on  the  battle- 
field, or  in  the  hospitals,  it  will  probably  be  found  that  the  larger  number  leave 
neither  widows  nor  dependent  relatives  entitled  to  receive  a  pension  under  the 
late  act. 

PENSION  EXAMINING  SURGEONS. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  pension  act  of  July  14,  1862 
it  baa  become  my  duty  to  designate  suitable  physicians  and  surgeons  to  make 
the  biennial  examinations  of  pensioners  required  by  an  act  approved  March  3, 
1859,  and  also  of  applicants  for  invalid  pensions  under  the  first-named  act  In 
doing  so  regard  has  been  had  not  only  to  the  professional  skill  and  standing  of 
the  persons  selected,  but  also  to  their  integrity  and  impartiality  in  rendering  a 
just  verdict  on  the  cases  coming  before  them.  It  is  my  confident  belief  that  this 
provision  of  the  new  law  will  be  productive  of  very  material  benefits.  The  evils 
that  have  arisen  from  the  former  practice  of  accepting  the  certificates  of  two 
physicians  in  civil  life,  whoever  they  might  be,  and  whatever  their  fitness  for 
the  important  work,  provided  they  were  formally  certified  to  be  respectable  in 
their  profession,  have  long  been  manifest.  I  am  deeply  conscious  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  arduous  labors  devolved  upon  this  office  by  the  late  pension  act  will 
depend,  to  a  great  degree,  on  the  intelligent,  faithful,  and  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  officers  thus  selected. 

The  number  and  locations  of  examining  surgeons  having  been  left  to  my  dis- 
oetion,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  I  have  designed  to  make  appointments  only 
where  the  convenience  of  applicants  seemed  to  require  such  an  officer,  and  that 
it  has  not  been  thought  best  to  appoint  such  examiners  where  the  constant  and 
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ready  attention  of  regular  army  Burgeons  could  be  relied  on.  To  these  offieen 
I  have,  in  many  cases,  been  under  great  obligations  for  their  prompt  response 
and  faithful  attention  to  calls  of  tms  kind,  and  in  particular  (aside  from  the 
Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States  armj  and  his  immediate  assistants)  to  Dr. 
E.  8.  Satterlee,  of  New  York  city,  and  to  Dr.  George  E.  Cooper,  of  Philadel- 
phia. The  augmented  duties  more  particularly  devolved  upon  these  Beveral 
officers,  and  the  greatly  increased  number  of  discharged  soldiers  applying  for 
pensions,  have  seemed  to  render  it  expedient  to  relieve  those  officers,  at  least  in 
part,  by  appointments  of  special  examining  surgeons  in  their  respective  localities. 
The  following  list  comprises  the  appointments  which  have  thus  far  been  made 
in  the  several  States : 

MAINE. 

Ralph  K.  Jones Bangor. 

Alonzo  Garcelon Lewiston. 

John  Robbins,  jr Norridgewock. 

William  C.  Robinson Portland. 

Theodore  H.  Jewett South  Berwick. 

William  A.  Rust South  Paris. 

Alden  Blossom Boothbay. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Benjamin  S.  Warren Concord. 

James  H.  Wheeler Dover. 

William  G.  Perry Exeter. 

William  D.  Buck Manchester. 

Edward  Spalding Nashua. 

VERMONT. 

Hiram  H.  Atwater Burlington. 

Marcus  0.  Porter ; Middlebury. 

Chauncey  W.  Rublee Montpelier. 

Horace  Powers Morrisville. 

George  L.  Ames Manchester. 

Cyrus  Porter Rutland. 

Selim  Newell St.  Johnsbury. 

Samuel  Nichols Bellows  Falls. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

George  Stevens  Jones Boston. 

Foster  Hooper Fall  River. 

Charles  L.  Fisk,  jr Greenfield. 

Nathan  Allen Lowell. 

W.  H.  Burleigh Lawrence. 

Samuel  A.  Fisk Northampton. 

John  H.  Mackie New  Bedford. 

Oliver  S.  Root  Pittsfield. 

Oramel  Martin Worcester. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Theo.  C.  Dunn Newport. 

Charles  G.  McKnight Providence. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Robert  F.  Brown Danbnry. 

Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth Hartford. 
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Hemy  Pierpont New  Haven. 

Robert  McGurdy  Lord New  London. 

NEW  YORK. 

John  S.  Delavan Albany. 

William  Noble Albion. 

Sdward  Hall Auburn. 

Hondo  N.  Loomis Buffalo. 

Horace  Lathrop Gooperstown. 

Fnuiklin  Goodyear Cortland  Village. 

Addison  Ely ; Carmel. 

John  K.  Stancbfield Elmira. 

Morgan  Snyder Fort  Plain. 

Hazard  A.  Potter Q^neva. 

WiDiam  P.  Townsend Grosben. 

Jnlins  A.  Skilton Itbaca. 

Abram  Hann Little  Falls. 

Nelson  Peck Lyons. 

Geoige  F.  Woodward,  16  West  23d  street New  York  city. 

Wniiam  M.  Cbamberlam,  116  West  34tb  street New  York  city. 

Charles  C.  P.  Clark Oswego. 

Harrey  F.  Montgomery Rochester. 

Samuel  O.  Scndder Rome. 

John  F.  Trowbridge Syracuse. 

WOliam  8.  Searle Troy. 

B.  Day Utica. 

McNutt Warrensburg. 

Edward  S.  Lansing Watertown. 

Geoige  B.  Upham Yonkers. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Silaa  L.  Condict Jersey  City. 

Zachariah  Bead Mount  Holly. 

J.  Henry  Clark Newark. 

Charles  Hodge,  jr Trenton. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Samoel  T.  Charlton Harrisburg. 

Crawford  Irrin Hollidaysburg. 

John  Lowman Johnstown. 

Josiah  £.  Stevenson Kittaning. 

A.  Jackson  Carpenter Lancaster. 

George  McCook Pittsburg. 

Wilson  Jewell,  420  N.  6th  street Philadelphia. 

W.  H  GiUmgham,  127  N.  13th  street Philadelphia. 

James  Cnmmiskey,  631  Spruce  street Philadelphia. 

J.  K.  Lee Philadelphia,  (West) 

Peter  B-  Wagenseller Sclin's  Grove. 

Charles  Marr Scranton. 

Hugh  Campbell Uniontown. 

Horace  P  Moody Wilkesbarre. 

John  S.  Crawford Williamsport. 

William  8.  Boland York. 

-      DELAWARE. 

Jump. , Dover. 

F.  HYHaon Wilmington. 
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MARYLAND. 

Thonuus  Eling  Oarroll • Cambridge. 

VIRGIXIA. 

James  Putnej ' Kanawha  Saline. 

John  C.  Hupp Wheeling. 

OHIO. 

William  Blackstone Athens. 

William  D.  Scarff Bellefontaine. 

James  H.  Oliver GincinnatL 

Samuel  M.  Smith Columbus. 

G.  C.  E.  Weber Cleveknd. 

Jared  Dunbar Cambridge. 

Lorenzo  M.  Whiting Canton. 

Adams  Jewett Dayton. 

Thomas  W.  Gordon Georgetown. 

James  Robertson. Hanoverton. 

Francis  D.  Morris Hamilton. 

Philip  M.  Wagenhals Lancaster. 

£.  C.  Beckwith Marietta. 

William  Loughridge Mansfield. 

B.  W.  Pumphrey Mount  Vernon. 

William  G.  Smith New  Philadelphia. 

William  Crawford Napoleon. 

Eli  Mygatt Poland. 

A.  H.  Agard Sandusky. 

Robert  Bodgers Springfield. 

Alexander  Hewetson • St.  Clainville. 

W.  C.  Daniels Toledo. 

Joseph  S.  Carter Urbana. 

Leigh  McClung Xenia. 

KENTUCKY. 

J.  J.  Temple • Covington.  * 

Thomas  W.  Colescott Louis-Hlle. 

INDIANA. 

James  F.  Dodds Bloomineton. 

William  Dickey CentreviUe. 

Harvey  Pettibone Crown  Point. 

David  H.  Heniy Elkhart. 

Benjamin  S.  Woodworth Fort  Wayne. 

M.  M.  Latta Goshen. 

John  W.  Moodey , Greensburg. 

G^rge  W.  Mears IndianapoMs. 

W,  F.  CoUum Jeffersonville. 

Myron  H.  Harding Lawrencebuig. 

Thomas  Chesnnt Lafiiyette. 

Josiah  G.  Hendricks Madison. 

John  C.  Helm  Muncie. 

Thomas  T.  Butler Noblesville. 

John  H.  Constant Peru. 

John  W.  Crooks Bockport. 


KEPORT  OP  THE   SECRETABT  OP    THE   INTERIOR.  91 

Eliaa  FiBher Bichmond. 

William  A.  Pugh Ruahville. 

Daniel  Dajton South  Bend. 

George  W.  Clippinger Terre  Haute. 

James  C.  Burt Vernon. 

S.  C.  Whiting Vincennes. 

E.  S.  Galea Vevay. 

William  T.  C.  Comett   Versailles. 

ILLINOIS. 

A.  B.  McCheeney. . .  • Alton. 

Eli  K.  Crothers Bloomington. 

Isaiah  P.  Lynn Chicago. 

James  Bunoe Gralesbnrg. 

Henry  Jones Jacksonville. 

I.  M.  Lewis    Marion. 

D.  W.  Hunt Mound  City, 

Edward  Dickinson • Peoria. 

Joeeph  Bobbins Quincy . 

Benjamin  S.  Cory ; . . .  Waukegan. 

G.  P.  Wood Washington. 

MISSOURI. 

James  B.  Colegrore St.  Louis. 

Julian  Bates St.  Ferdinand. 

IOWA. 

Preston  8.  Lake Bellevue. 

R.  S.  Lewis Dubuque. 

Isaac  Windle * Des  Moines. 

E.  8.  Barrows   Davenport. 

Freeman  Knowles Keokuk. 

Wellington  Bird Mount  Pleasant. 

Cliariea  Beardsley Oskaloosa. 

MICHIGAN. 

Addison  Bassett Centreville. 

Erastus  R.  Ellis Grand  Rapids. 

Hmner  0.  Hitcheock Kalamazoo. 

Joseph  B.  HuB Lansing. 

WISCONSIN. 

William  W.  Walker Fond  du  Lac. 

Ljman  J.  Barrows Janesville. 

John  Gridley Kenosha. 

Joseph  Hobmns Madison. 

Junes  Diefendozf Milwaukee. 

Phflo  R.  Hoy Racine . 

MINNESOTA. 

WiDiam  A.  Pemdman Minneapolis. 

E.  C.  Cross Rochester. 

fittnoel  WiUey St.  Paul. 

John  D.  Ford Winona. 
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KANSAS. 

S.  B.  Prentiss Lawrence. 

Selden  W.  Jones Leavenworth. 

D.  W.  Stormont Topeka. 

RBVOLVTIONABY   ARRBARS. 

An  act  of  Congress,  approved  April  2,  1862,  limits  the  allowance  of  pension 
claims  based  upon  revofationary  service  to  the  parties  who  rendered  the  same* 
or  to  their  wiaows,  and  excludes  all  heirs  of  either  from  anv  claim  on  their 
behalf  to  any  arrears,  unless  the  right  to  such  pension  was  "  established  "  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  proper  claimants.  In  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney General,  as  to  the  proper  construction  of  tliis  statute,  and  with  your  order, 
adopting  this  decision  in  the  practice  of  the  department,  all  claims  of  this  char* 
acter — some  of  them  for  very  large  amounts — ^have  been  rejected  by  this  office. 
Under  the  operation  of  this  law,  very  few  new  demands  will  be  made  upon  the 
revolutionary  pension  fund,  and  the  payments  of  this  dass  of  claims  will  each 
year  materiidly  diminish. 

PROSECUTION   OP  PRAUOS. 

The  pension  act  of  July  14,  1862,  authorized  the  appointment  (by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior)  of  "  a  special  agent  for  the  pension  office  to  assist  in  the 
detection  of  frauds  against  the  pension  laws,  to  cause  persons  committing  such 
frauds  to  be  prosecuted,  and  to  discharge  such  other  duties  as  the  said  Secretary 
may  require  him  to  perform."  It  is  hoped  that  an  appropriation  to  cany  oat 
this  purpose  (presumed  to  have  been  accidentally  omitted  at  the  late  seasion  of 
Congress)  wm  early  be  made  at  the  approaching  session.  Experience  ha» 
shown  the  necessity  of  such  an  instrumentality,  and  that  the  government  can 
only  be  protected,  under  the  greatly  increased  demands  now  made  through  this 
office,  by  the  prompt  prosecution  and  punishment  of  the  offences  in  question. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  at  different  times  detailed  clerks  employed  in 
this  office  to  the  work  which  will  devolve  more  exclusively  upon  the  contem- 
plated special  agent.  Their  efforts  have  been  attended  with  general  success, 
and  several  convictions  of  guilty  parties  have  been  obtained.  Constant  vigilance 
has  been  exercised  in  adjudicating  claims  in  order  to  prevent  any  improper  al- 
lowances, and  without  undue  hindrance  or  prejudice,  as  I  trust,  to  genuine  and 
meritorious  claims.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  detect,  in  advance,  any  intended 
frauds,  so  far  as  possible,  and  rather  to  enforce  the  statute  against  the  attempt, 
than  to  apply  the  imperfect  remedy  usually  remaining  after  the  final  consura- 
mation. 

ADJUDICATION   OP   PENSION  CLAIMS. 

In  this  connexion  it  seems  proper  to  refer  to  certain  erroneous  impressions 
which  have  prevailed  in  some  quarters  as  to  the  existence  of  serious  obst«cle^, 
and  the  interposition  of  needless  and  burdensome  formalities,  in  the  prosecution 
of  a  just  claim  for  a  pension.  So  far  are  all  such  representations  from  bein^ 
correct,  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  any  claimant  of  ordinarv  intelligence 
and  education  can,  on  applying  directly  to  this  office  for  forms  and  instnietione 
suited  to  the  particular  case,  establish  his  claim,  and  secure  its  prompt  admis- 
sion, without  any  other  aid  than  that  which  will  readily  be  given  him  by  tbc 
magistrate  before  whom  his  declaration  is  to  be  executed.  Nothing  is  required 
of  the  claimant  which  is  not  necessary  and,  in  most  instances,  conveniently 
attainable. 

The  applicant  for  an  invalid  pension,  for  example,  if  a  private  soldier,  must 
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(1)  state,  under  oath,  the  company  and  regiment  in  which  he  served,  and  the 
timet  place,  and  manner  in  which  he  incurred  the  disahility  on  account  of  which 
he  claims  a  pension ;  also  fnmishing  proof,  hj  two  witnesses,  that  the  claimant 
is  the  identical  person  he  represents  himself  to  be.  If  the  papers  for  his  dis- 
ehaige  have  been  made  out  as  required  by  the  army  regulations,  this,  in  most 
cases,  is  all  that  will  be  needed  on  his  part  to  secure  the  allowance  of  a  well- 
founded  claim.  The  certificate  of  his  commanding  officer,  and  that  of  the 
raxigeon  who  attended  him,  furnishing  together  the  best  evidence  as  to  the  nature, 
origin,  and  degree  of  his  disability,  are  transmitted  to  this  office  by  the  adjutant 
general,  without  any  intervention  of  the  applicant.  But  if,  for  any  reason, 
these  certificates  are  wanting,  or  not  satisfactory,  then,  on  a  call  from  this  office, 
iie  applicant  muat  (2)  furnish  the  certificate  of  some  commissioned  officer  of  his 
company,  if  possible,  and  if  not,  the  affidavits  of  two  non-commissioned  officers 
or  privates,  who  were  in  service  with  him,  confirming  his  own  allegations  in 
regard  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  incurring  his  disability,  showing  the 
same  to  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  line  of  duty; 
and  he  must  also  be  examined  by  a  surgeon,  authorized  to  make  such  examina- 
tion, as  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his  disability,  whose  certificate  will  be 
transmitted  to  this  office.  Without  this  amount  of  proof  it  is  clear  that  no 
claim  can  properly  be  admitted.  Nor  is  there  often  any  difficulty  in  procuring 
Rich  proof,  in  exact  accordance  with  prescribed  forms,  if  the  case  is  a  just  and 
honest  one. 

So,  too,  of  a  widow's  application  for  pension.  A  declaration  setting  forth  the 
Benrice  of  her  deceased  husband,  and  otner  requisite  facts  within  her  own  imme- 
diate knowledge,  as  specified  in  the  printed  instructions,  has  only  to  be  accom- 
panied by  proof  of  her  identity,  of  her  marriage,  and  of  the  death  of  her  hus- 
pand  bj  reason  of  some  injuzy  or  disease  resulting  from  his  service,  and  incurred 
in  the  line  of  his  duty,  to  secure  a  favorable  consideration  of  her  claim.  The 
time,  place,  and  cause  of  the  husband's  death  is  usually  shown  by  the  records 
of  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  (and  obtained  without  any  instrumentality  of 
the  applicant,)  leaving  for  her  to  prove  merely  that  she  is  the  person  she  repre- 
lents  herself  to  be,  and  the  fact  of  her  marriage  to  the  deceasea. 

One  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  satisfactorily  and  promptly  establishing 
a  pension  claim  would  be  removed  by  the  appointment  or  designation,  in  con- 
Tenient  localities  throughout  the  country,  of  particular  magistrates  in  whom 
entire  and  unhesitating  confidence  can  be  placed,  before  whom  the  declarationa 
and  other  necessary  papers  of  pension  claimants  shall  be  executed. 

The  rules  and  usases  of  the  office,  for  fifty  years  or  more,  required  these 
papens  to  be  executed  before  a  court  of  record,  or  before  some  person  specially 
eonunissioned  by  such  court  for  that  pm*pose.  A  brief  experience  in  so  far  vary- 
ing these  rules  as  to  allow  declarations  to  be  taken  (indiscriminately)  before  any 
person  authorized  to  administer  oaths  for  general  purposes,  has  shown  this  prac- 
tice to  be  an  unsafe  one,  and  has  resulted  in  the  perpetration  of  frauds,  either 
hj  collneion  between  unscrupulous  parties,  or  through  the  ignorance  and  negli- 
gence of  many  magistrates  of  an  inferior  grade.  In  consequence,  this  office, 
nnder  jour  approval  and  direction,  has  returned  substantially  to  the  former 
uage,  reottiring  declarations  to  be  made  before  some  officer  of  a  court  of  record. 

With  the  amount  of  business  now  to  be  transacted,  however,  it  has  not  always 
heen  possible  to  secure  the  attention  of  judges,  occupied  as  they  are  with  other 
dsties,  to  the  performance  of  these  additional  labors.  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
cQggest  the  consideration  of  a  suitable  rcmedv  for  the  evils  indicated,  in  the 
hope  ihat  some  provision  may  be  made  for  the  aesignation  or  appointment  of  an 
officer  having  power  to  administer  oaths,  in  such  localities  as  convenience  may 
i^rct  who«e  duty  it  shall  be  to  execute  the  declaration  and  other  papers 
oweswiry  to  be  filed  in  prosecuting  pension  claims ;  such  officer  to  receive  a 
limited  fee.  to  be  paid  by  the  claimant,  and  to  act  under  such  instructions  as  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Interior,  or  the  GommuBioiier  <tf  PensioiiBt  with  hki  approval* 
may  prescribe. 

PAYMENT  OP  PENSIONS. 

M7  attention  has  been  eamestl j  given  to  certain  evils  arising  from  the  present 
mode  of  paying  pensions.  The  process  is  such  as  to  need,  in  most  cases,  the 
intervention  of  an  attorney  or  agent  in  preparing  the  required  papers,  to  enable 
the  pensioner  to  draw  the  small  snm,  semi-annnally,  due  him.  At  beet  tbeso 
steps  involve  no  little  expense,  as  compared  with  the  amount  to  be  reoerved,  and 
often  they  have  led  to  exorbitant  charges  on  the  part  of  the  intermediate  per- 
son. As  a  resnlt  of  the  present  system,  the  pension  certificate  is  often  leu  in 
other  hands  than  those  of  the  rightful  possessor,  who  is  led  to  believe  that  the 
complicated  formalities  attending  the  drawing  of  his  pension  are  such  that  the 
certmeate  can  be  of  no  use  to  him  without  the  aid  of  its  custodian,  and  that, 
too,  at  a  cost  materially  reducing  the  semi-annual  stipend  intended  for  the  pen- 
sioner's exclusive  benefit.  It  is  my  belief  that,  even  without  additional  legisla- 
tion, a  more  satisfiictory  mode,  not  unlike  that  pursued  in  paying  soldiers  in  the 
field,  or  at  a  military  post,  may  be  adopted,  to  the  great  relief  of  pensioners,  as 
well  as  of  disbursing  agents,  and  equally  satisfactory  to  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  The  subject  is  especially  commended  to  your 
attention  at  this  time,  in  order  that  any  action  of  Congress  deemed  desirable 
may  be  suggested,  as  you  shall  think  expedient.  With  the  large  number  to  Le 
added  to  the  pension  list,  it  appears  to  me  that  some  change,  introducing  a  simpler 
system,  is  urgently  demanded. 

PBBSBNT  ORQANIZATION. 

The  number  of  clerks  authorized  by  law  to  be  employed  in  this  office  is  bey 
lieved  to  be  adequate,  under  suitable  organization,  to  insure  an  early  decision 
upon  all  claims  present^ed,  when  sustained  by  the  necessary  proof.  Looking 
forward  to  a  greatly  increased  amount  of  business  for  the  coming  year,  it  is  my 
hope  and  purpose  that  every  application  shall  receive  a  fair,  speedy,  and  impAr- 
tial  determination,  and  that  the  new  pension  act,  with  all  others,  the  enforcemf  mt 
of  which  specially  belongs  to  this  bureau,  shall  be  so  executed  as  to  render  the.^e 
laws  as  beneficent  in  their  effect  as  they  are  in  design. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfblly,  yours,     

JOS£PH  H.  BARIIETT,  Cammusumcr. 
Hon.  Caleb  B.  Smith, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior • 
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REPORT 


or  TH* 


COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 


Opficb  ov  thb  Commissionbb  of  Public  Buildings, 
Capitol  of  the  United  States,  Wa$hington,  October  29,  1862. 

Sis  :  Ib  eonfonnit7  irith  the  requirement  of  the  15th  section  of  the  act  of 
Gongrew  of  August  4,  1854,  "making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic ezpenseB  of  the  goyemment  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1855, 
ind  for  other  purposes,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

To  the  report  made  by  me  last  year,  under  date  of  November  8,  1861,  there 
VIS  appended  a  tabular  statement,  showing  the  expenditures  of  my  immediate 
predecessor,  W.  S.  Wood,  esq.,  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the  close  of 
his  official  labors,  and  the  expenditures  made  by  me  from  the  day  I  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  Office,  up  to  the  31st  of  October,  1861.  I 
bave  prepared  a  tabular  statement  to  accompany  this  report,  showing  the  balances 
of  af^nropriation  remaining  on  the  1st  of  November,  together  with  some  appro* 
pnatbns  for  deficiencies  made  prior  to  June  1,  and  the  money  paid  out,  with 
the  expenditures  up  to  June  31,  1862,  and  the  balances  then  due  me  by  the 
United  States,  and  those  due  from  me  to  the  United  States.  I  have  thought  it 
best  to  bring  this  statement  up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  so  that  the  next  re- 
port of  the  Conunissioner  may  embrace  the  next  fiscal  year,  it  having  been  found 
▼ery  inconvenient  to  run  the  statements  from  one  year  into  another. 

I  will,  however,  state  in  this  report  what  has  been  done  on  the  several  build- 
ings,  works,  &c^  intrusted  to  my  immediate  supervision  and  care,  and  make  such 
nggestions  as  may  occur  to  me  in  regard  to  further  improvements. 


THB  CAPITOL. 

In  my  annual  report  of  last  year  I  called  attentioB  to  the  fiict  that  the  oUl 
partion  of  the  Capitol  was  very  much  in  want  of  a  thorough  painting  on  the  outside, 
ad  reeommeiidea  an  appropriation  of  ei^t  thousand  dollars,  based  on  an  esti* 
■He  made  by  Mr.  James  Oalway,  a  master  painter,  which  was  submitted  witk 
ay  report  The  aporepriatioB  was  made  and  the  building  has  been  painted  fat 
the  sam  appropriarted  in  a  very  thorough  and  workmanlike  manner. 

The  interior  of  the  building  was  then  in  great  need  of  casual  repairs  on  the 
naide,  in  oonsequenoe  of  its  oceupancy  by  troops,  and  by  the  military  gen«»tty, 
tbe  pieoedine  spring.  An  appropriation  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  dolkns 
Via  made,  whi^  was  expended  in  repairing,  cleaning,  and  painting,  and  it  was 
|beB  anpposed  that,  with  the  ordinary  appropriation,  the  Capitol  could  be  kept 
B  proper  order ;  but,  on  the  3l8t  day  of  August  last,  I  received  an  order,  of 
raah  dbe  loUowiBg  is  a  copy : 
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"Hbadquartbrs  Military  District  op  Washington, 

*'  Washington,  D.  C,  August  31,  1862. 

"  Special  orders.  No,  177. — Extract. 

'*  1.  The  following  buildlDgs  and  premises  will  be  taken  possession  of  forth- 
with for  hospital  purposes,  viz : 

"  The  Capitol. 

•  ••  ••••• 

vBy  command  of  Brigadier  General  Wadsworth. 

"JOHN  P.  SHERBURNE, 

"  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
"  Mr.  French,  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings.** 

In  conformity  with  this  order  the  Capitol  was  taken  military  possession  oft 
fifteen  hundred  beds  were  placed  in  it,  occupying  nearly  all  parts  of  it,  and 
there  were,  in  September,  between  eleven  and  twelve  hundred  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  in  the  building.  Sentinels  were  stationed  at  every  door,  and  the  entire 
building  became  so  obnoxious  to  the  senses  that  the  regular  civil  employes  in 
the  building  were  very  much  annoyed,  and  some  of  them  were  obliged  to  leave 
the  building.  The  Capitol  was  thus  occupied  until  about  the  middle  of  October, 
when  the  patients  were  removed.  It  then  became  necessary  again  to  go  over 
the  entire  ouilding  and  cleanse  it  as  thoroughly  as  possible.  In  consequence  of 
this  necessity,  and  of  the  vast  increase  of  visitors,  1  have  added  to  the  ordinary 
appropriation  for  casual  repairs,  &c.,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  which  I 
hope  may  be  granted. 

The  army  bakeries,  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  and  ordered  by  Congress  to 
be  removed,  were,  after  considerable  correspondence,  finally  removed,  by  the 
military  authorities,  by  special  order  of  the  President,  in  October,  and  I  am  now 
exerting  all  possible  energy  to  have  the  tpreck  of  rooms  occupied  by  them  re- 
stored to  order  and  made  habitable  by  the  time  Congress  assembles. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Capitol  may  hereafter  be  left  to  its  legitimate  uses,  and 
not  be  defaced  and  disfigui^  by  military  occupation. 

THE   president's   HOUSE. 

I  Stated  in  my  last  report  that  on  entering  on  the  duties  of  this  office  in  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  I  found  the  appropriation  for  annual  repairs,  &c.,  of  the  Prcsi* 
dent's  House  entirely  expended  and  a  considerable  debt  incurred.  I  asked  for 
the  usual  annual  appropriation  of  $6,000,  and  estimated  for  sundry  deficiencies. 
Congress  appropriated  only  $5,000,  instead  of  the  sum  asked.  They  Appro- 
priated to  meet  the  deficiencies,  and  they  have  been  met,  so  far  as  the  appro- 
priations made  would  meet  them, 

I  also  reported  that  the  house  was  in  excellent  order,  and  I  supposed  it  was, 
as  the  Potomac  water  had  just  been  introduced,  and  everything  was  reported  to 
me  as  right,  and,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  all  was  in  as  good  order  as  could  be  de- 
sired. But,  in  the  course  of  the  winter  and  spring,  it  was  found  that  the  water 
arrangements  were  defective,  and  it  became  necessary  to  repair  and  rearrange 
them  to  make  the  house  comfortable  to  the  inmates.  It  being  a  necessity,  I  had 
it  done  at  considerable  expense.  Expenditures  at  that  place  were  so  pressed 
upon  me  that  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  was  exhausted  several  months  ago. 
and  I  have  been  compelled  to  do  work  there  on  credit,  or  have  the  family  actu- 
ally suffer  for  want  of  the  common  comforts  of  life. 

I  hope  that  Congress  will  appropriate  the  sum  for  which  I  have  estimated 
this  year,  viz :  $6,000,  and  also  for  the  actual  deficiency  of  $1,000,  arising  iu 
consequence  of  the  short  appropriation  last  year. 
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THB  POTOMAC  AND  EASTERN  BRANCH   BRIDGES  AND  ROADS  APPURTENANT 

THERETO. 

There  is  now  no  one  thing  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings  that  so  much  requires  the  earnest  attention  of  Congress  as  the 
Potomac  or  Long  Bridge.  For  more  than  a  year  past,  this  structure  has  been 
undex^oing  almost  constant  repairs  under  the  supervision  of  the  War  Depart- 
mcntt  which  has  assumed  the  control  of  it  as  a  jnilUary  nccessitj/.  It  is  a 
miseralile  weak  structure  at  the  best*  and  having  within  the  year  past  been  con- 
verted into  a  railroad  bridge,  the  common  travel  over  it  h«is  been  considerably 
restricted.  It  is  now  dangerous  to  travellers  as  a  common  thoroughfare,  in  con- 
sH|ueDco  of  its  occupancy  by  a  railroad,  and  it  is  dangerous  in  itself,  as  being 
too  weak  for  a  railroad  bridge.  It  is  liable,  as  experience  has  shown,  to  be 
broken  down  at  any  moment. 

A  proposition  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  by  the  Alexandria, 
Waidkington,  and  Georgetown  Kailroad  Company^  who  own  the  franchise  of  the 
mad  at  each  end,  vnih.  said  bridge  to  erect  an  additional  bridge  alongside 
of  the  present  structure,  to  be  exclusively  used  for  a  railroad  track,  thus  re- 
moving the  track  from  the  present  bridge,  and  adding  to  it  ipuch  strength  to 
w\»i  the  winter  and  spring  freshets,  by  which  it  has  so  oflen  been  damaged, 
and  in  consequence  of  which  the  navio^ation  of  the  river  and  the  travel  across 
the  bridge  have  been  interrupted.  A  bill  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
granting  the  right  to  that  company  for  which  they  asked,  but  the  Senate  did  not 
act  up>n  it.  It  was  regarded  by  me  as  a  most  favorable  proposition,  and  I 
uiged  Its  passage.  There  is  no  doubt  that  something  should  be  done  to  insure 
the  safe  crossing  of  the  Potomac  between  Washington  and  the  Virginia  shore 
at  all  iimest  it  being,  perhaps,  the  most  important  thoroughfare  between  the  east 
and  west  hanks  of  the  Potomac  in  existence,  and  one  growing  in  importance 
daily.  As  this  bridge  is  placed  by  law  under  the  supervision  and  care  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  I  shall,  I  trust,  be  excused  for  thus  urging 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  it. 

llic  bridges  across  the  Eastern  Branch  have  been  kept  in  repair.  The  upper 
bridge  has  needed  but  little,  but  the  Navy  Yard  bridge  has  been  badly  injured 
twice  daring  the  past  summer  by  the  collision  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  gov- 
ernment with  it,  and  it  has  required  considerable  repair.  In  my  estimates  I 
have  asked  for  appropriations  to  erect  a  wing  wall  deemed  important  for  the 
fiecttrity  of  the  Navy  Yard  bridge,  and  also  for  one  for  the  repair  of  the  keeper's 
house,  which  is  now  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition,  in  consequence  of  the  occu- 
pancy of  it  by  BoldierSy  placed  there  to  guard  the  bridge. 

(Jne  of  the  roads  appurtenant  to  the  Navy  Yard  bridge  has  been  thoroughly 
repaired*  and  is  now  in  as  good  condition  as  any  road  in  the  District.  It  was 
supposed  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  made  at  the  extra  session  of  the  37th 
CoQgresa  would  be  suflkient  to  repair  both  the  roads  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  constant  passing  over  the  road  on 
vhich  repairs  had  been  commenced  by  long  trains  of  army  wagons,  it  was  so 
cat  to  pieces  that  it  required  the  balance  of  the  appropriation,  which  I  intended 
Ut  use  on  the  other  road,  to  repair  the  damage.  I  have  therefore  asked  for  a 
farther  appropriation  to  enable  me  to  complete  the  repairs  of  the  important  road 
leading  to  tbe  Insane  Asylum,  now  in  constant  use  by  the  government* 

PENNSYLVANIA  ATBNUB. 

This  grand  thoroughfare  has  been  very  much  improved  during  the  past  year 
by  the  expenditure  of  the  money  appropriated  by  Congress  for  its  improvement. 
I  have  caused  it  to  be  expended  as  judiciously  as  possible  all  along  the  road, 
frcrra  Georgetown  to  its  intersection  with  12th  street  east     Congress,  at  its  last 
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session,  chartered  the  Washington  and  Greorgetown  Railroad  Company,  and 
bound  the  company  to  keep  their  tracks,  and  for  the  space  of  two  feet  beyond 
the  outer  rail  thereof,  and  also  the  space  between  the  tracks,  at  all  times  well 

Eaved  and  in  good  order  without  expense  to  the  United  States.  The  company 
as  laid  its  tracks  along  Pennsylvania  avenue  in  a  faithful  and  workmanlike 
manner.  They  occupy  fourteen  feet  one  inch  from  outside  to  outside,  aiid  the 
addition  of  the  two  feet  on  each  side  makes  the  space  to  be  kept  in  repair  by 
the  railroad  company  eighteen  feet  one  inch.  The  building  of  this  road  Las  re- 
lieved the  avenue  of  the  immense  wear  and  tear  consequent  upon  its  cons? taut 
use  by  a  line  of  omnibuses,  and  were  the  carriage  way  put  in  complete  order,  it 
would  require  but  trifling  expenditure  for  several  years  to  keep  it  so.  As  it 
now  is  it  will  require  continual  patching,  and  cannot  be  made  a  first  rate  road 
even  at  that,  while  the  expense,  for  a  series  of  years,  will  be  more  than  would  a 
single  outlay  of  a  considerable  sum  to  put  the  whole  road  in  good  order  at  once. 
In  my  report  of  last  year  I  called  attention  to  a  specimen  of  Belgian  pnvr^ 
ment  laid  down  at  the  intersection  of  Seventh  street  with  the  avenue.  I'hat 
pavement  was  laid  down  several  years  ago,  and  is  now  in  every  respect  in  as 
good  order  as  it  was  on  the  day  it  was  finished.  There  can  he  no  doubt  that 
were  Pennsylvania  avenue  paved  throughout  with  that  material,  and  in  the 
manner  it  is  there  laid  down,  it  would  hai'dly  require  repairs  for  a  long  series 
of  years.  My  own  opinion  is  that  it  would  last  out  many  generations  of  man- 
kind.  As  I  said  last  year,  "  the  expense  would  be  large  at  the  beginning,  bnt 
in  view  of  the  permanence  of  the  material  it  would,  in  the  end,  be  a  matter  of 
great  economy." 

The  road  across  Rock  creek  has  been  built  within  the  past  year  on  the  aque- 
duct pipes  which  span  the  ravine,  and  has  been  for  some  time  passable  for  the 
railroaa  cars  and  for  common  travel.  It  is  a  very  great  improvement,  and 
renders  the  travel  between  the  two  District  cities  much  more  pleasant  than 
formerly. 

THE   WASHINGTON   INFIRMARY. 

The  walls  of  the  burnt  building  on  Judiciary  square  were,  under  a  joint 
resolution  of  Congress,  approved  January  18,  1862,  sold  at  public  auction,  and 
removed  by  the  purchasers.  The  ruins  were  sold  for  $1,066  42,  which  sum, 
except  a  balance  of  $95,  was  expended  in  taking  care  of  the  property  prior  to 
its  sale  and  in  sundry  improvements  contemplated  by  the  resolution  ii^t^lf. 
The  accounts  for  which  have  all  been  submitted  to  the  Treasury  and  adjusted. 

PAUPKR    PATIENTS. 

In  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  Infinnary,  where,  by  law,  paupor 
patients  entitled  to  the  charity  so  liberally  bestowed  by  Congress  were  author- 
ized to  be  sent  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  it  became  necess^ary 
to  select  some  other  place,  and  a  clause  in  the  appropriation  act  of  Mai-^ch  1, 
1862,  making  the  appropriation,  provides  that  tlie  Commissioner  shall  select  the 
medical  institution  to  which  they  are  to  be  sent.  In  conformity  with  this  law  1 
selected  the  Douglas  Hospital,  to  which  I  have  sent  more  than  one  hunrlrt'd 
pauper  patients  since  the  passage  of  that  law,  where  they  have  been  caret u  11  v 
nursed  and  attended  to  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory.  There  is  prolmlil V 
no  charity  appropriated  by  Congress  where  so  small  aa  amount  of  inonfV 
relieves  or  alleviates  so  much  suffering.  If  a  thousand  blessings  invoked  upon 
the  donors  from  the  Great  Giver  of  All  Good  can  be  of  any  avail,  then  are  ilify 
blessed. 
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A   NEW  JAIL   AND  EXTENSION   OF    THE   COURT-HOUSE. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  I  called  attention,  as  emphatically  as  possible,  to 
the  great  importance  of  the  erection  of  a  new  jail,  and  the  extension  of  the 
coort-house,  in  the  Citj  Hall,  belonging  to  the  United  States.  I  quoted  at 
mnch  length  from  a  report  of  one  of  my  predecessors,  John  B.  Blake,  esq.,  who 
had  ably  urged  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  importance  of  the  subject.  I 
can  now  only  refer  to  that  report  and  add  that  eacn  year  gives  additional  evi- 
dence of  the  necessity  of  having  a  new  jail.  The  plans  and  estimates  of  accom- 
plif*hed  architects  have  been  submitted  to  Congress,  and  in  my  regular  annual 
estimates*  I  have  brought  the  subject  again  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 

Another  very  strong  inducement  for  the  erection  of  a  new  jail  at  this  time 
exists  in  the  fact  that  the  penitentiary  in  this  District  has  been  taken  military 
possession  of  recently  as  a  necessity,  and  all  the  prisoners  therein  confined  have 
been  transferred  to  a  prison  in  New  .York.  It  can  hardly  be  possible  that  this 
District,  with  its  increasing  population,  and  under  all  the  circumstances  now 
Eurronnding  it,  increasing  the  tendency  to  crime,  can  be  left  for  any  length  of 
time  withoat  a  penitentiary,  and  by  erecting  a  penitentiary  and  jail  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  connexion  with  each  other,  there  will  be  great  economy  and  con- 
venience compared  with  what  it  would  cost  to  erect  them  either  separately  or  at 
different  times.  It  is  hoped  that  this  suggestion  will  at  least  have  due  consid- 
eration. 

A   NEW   ROAD  TO   THE   INSANE   ASYLUM. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  I  took  occasion  to  suggest  some  ideas  in  favor  of  a 
new  road  to  the  Insane  Asylum.  I  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  subject 
again.  Since  my  last  report  that  asylum  has  become  of  vastly  more  impor- 
tance to  the  government  than  it  was  before,  in  consequence  of  a  large  portion 
of  it  having  been  devoted  to  hospital  purposes.  Officers  and  soldiers  of  our 
anny,  from  the  general  to  the  private,  have  been  there  cordially  received  and 
nursed  and  taken  care  of  in  a  manner  reflecting  the  highest  credit  upon  the 
bunmnity  and  medical  and  surgical  capacity  of  the  accomplished  gentleman 
who  has  it  in  charge,  and  his  assistants. 

Qnodne  from  my  report  of  last  year,  I  will  leave  the  matter,  with  the  expres- 
sion of  a  nope  that  Congress  will  give  it  a  favorable  consideration : 

**In  my  personal  supervision  of  the  repair  of  the  roads  appurtenant  to  the 
Navy  Yard  bridge,  my  attention  was  called  to  that  portion  of  the  road  from  the 
bridge  to  the  Insane  Asylum,  which  is  beyond  the  terminus  of  the  road  legiti- 
mately under  the  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings.  That 
road  is  xery  hilly,  and  the  approach  to  the  asylum  is  tedious  and  difficult.  By 
making  a  new  road  on  the  hill-side,  the  distance  may  be  considerably  shortened, 
and  the  road  be  so  constructed  as  to  present  a  gradual  inclination  from  the  point 
where  it  leaves  the  present  road  to  the  asylum  gate,  an  inclination  up  which 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  hauling  a  load  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  sur- 
mount the  present  steep  hill  with  without  more  than  doubling  the  ascending 
power  used  on  the  new  road. 

**  The  Insane  Asylum  is  now  one  of  the  most  imposing  buildings  belonging  to 
the  government.  It  has  been  built  at  a  large  expense,  although,  considering  its 
vastuess,  and  appropriate,  thorough,  and  elegant  finish,  with  more  economy  than 
any  other  public  building  in  the  District.  It  is  alike  honorable  and  creditable 
t»  the  generosity  and  sympathy  for  suffering  humanity  of  an  enlightened  and 
Mtemal  government.  The  nation  has  done  on  admirable  deed  in  erecting  it. 
It  is  daily  growing  in  importance,  and  communication  with  it  will  soon  be,l  f  it 
a  not  now,  constant.    To  make  that  commimication  as  easy  as  possible  the 
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approacbes  to  it  Bhould  be  placed  in  tbe  best  poasible  condition,  and  tbis  ean  be 
done  at  a  comparatively  trifling  expense. 

"  I  Bnbmit  herewitb  a  survey  of  the  road  as  it  now  is,  with  one  of  the  contem- 
plated new  road,  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  making  it,  and  hope  Congress 
may  be  induced  to  add  this  much  to  the  noble  charity  they  have  already  given/* 

THE   PATENT  OFFICE   BUILDING. 

An  appropriation  of  $15,000  was  made  last  March  (see  Laws,  vol.  12,  p.  368) 
"for  completing  the  work  on  the  Patent  Office  building,  so  far  as  to  preserve 
the  materials  already  prepared."  About  $9,«500  of  this  sum  has  already  been 
judiciously  expended,  and  the  remainder  will  be  expended  during  the  year. 
8ixty  thousand  dollars  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  complete  the  building  accord* 
ing  to  the  plan  of  the  architect.  This  sum  I  have  estimated  for  in  my  annual 
estimates,  and  I  hope  it  may  have  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress.  Tiie 
Patent  Office  buildiug  is  among  the  noblest  and  most  imposing  specimens  of 
architecture  in  the  city  of  Washington.  Three  sides  of  the  building  are  already 
finished,  with  their  porticos ;  that  on  the  south  front  being  an  exact  copy  of 
the  Parthenon  at  Athens,  and  those  on  the  east  and  west  being  faithful  repre- 
sentations of  the  porticos  of  the  temple  of  Theseus.  It  is  therefore  very  de- 
sirable that  the  portico  on  the  fourth  side  should  be  completed,  whTch  will  hm&h 
the  building. 

THE   WASHINGTON   CANAL. 

In  my  last  report  I  alluded  to  the  very  filthy  condition  of  the  Washington 
canal,  and  made  some  suggestions  as  to  the  best  method,  in  my  judgment,  ol 
improving  it.  Nothing  has  been  done,  and  the  offensive  condition  of  the  canal 
is  by  no  means  improved  with  the  year  that  has  since  passed  away.  Referring 
to  my  report  of  last  year,  and  expressing  an  ardent  nope  that  Congress  will 
take  the  matter  into  consideration,  I  leave  it. 

THE  EXTENSION  OF  THE  CAPITOL  GROUNDS. 

I  last  year  called  special  attention  to  the  extension  of  the  grounds  around  the 
Capitol.  Congress  having  taken  no  definite  action  on  that  subject,  I  consider 
it  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  again  mentioned  in  this  report.  All  I  can  add 
to  what  I  last  year  said  is,  that  the  reasons  then  given  are  as  strong,  and  I  be- 
lieve of  more  strength  now  than  they  were  one  year  ago.    They  are  as  follows : 

"This  is  a  subject  of  great  importance,  both  to  the  government  and  the  indi- 
viduals who  own  the  grounds  proposed  to  be  purchased.  It  is  evident  to  e%'ery 
one  that,  when  the  extension  of  tne  Capitol  is  completed,  the  present  grounds 
on  the  north  and  south  must  be  enlarged.  Many  propositions  of  enlargement 
have  been  made,  and  in  June,  1860,  a  section  was  added  to  the  civil  appropria> 
tion  act,  authorizing  the  ascertainment  of  the  cash  value  of  certain  described 
real  estate,  being  that  which  it  was  considered  absolutely  necessary  to  include 
in  the  Capitol  grounds.  Nine  citizens  were  appointed  to  appraise  the  cash  value 
of  the  real  estate  described,  and  after  a  careful  investigation  of  the  whole  nuitter, 
the  Commissioner  reported  the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  property  described  4i« 
$417,694  90.  The  district  attorney,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  in  faiji 
report  to  Congress,  in  February  last,  says : 

" '  It  may  not  be  considered  inappropriate  to  say  that  very  many  of  the  par- 
ties interested  consider  that  they  are  justly  entitled  to  a  settlement  of  this  matter 
at  this  session  of  Congress,  as  it  has  been  in  suspense  many  years.  They  com> 
plain  that  they  cannot  rent  their  property  for  any  fixed  considerable  period  of 
time,  and  that  they  feel  unwilling  to  improve  vacant  ground  or  add  to  present 
improvements  in  this  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  when  the  government  may  tliink 
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proper  to  take  it,  and  at  wliat  price.' — (Senate  Mis.  Doc.  No.  17,  36th  Gong . 
2d  8e»ioD.) 

''There  is  one  view  of  this  matter  worthy  of  consideration  at  the  presecf* 
time.  It  IS  well  known  that  the  goYemment  now  holds  much  private  property 
under  lease,  or  agreement,  for  army  uses,  for  which  it  is  paying  high  rents.  If 
the  present  unfortunate  war  continues,  many  more  private  buildings  mu»t  neces- 
BarOj  be  occupied.  The  real  estate  which  the  government  proposes  to  purchase 
for  the  extension  of  the  Capitol  grounds  has  upon  it  quite  a  large  number  of 
rabstantial  brick  buildings  that  would  make  excellent  hospitals  or  quarters  for 
troops,  and  were  they  now  in  the  possession  of  the  government  much  of  the 
enormous  rent  now  paid  would  be  saved  by  the  use  of  these  buildings.  I  know 
€ff  at  least  thirty  buildings  on  the  appraised  property  suitable*  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  that  would,  in  ordinary  times,  rent  for  the  interest  on  the  sum  at 
which  the  entire  property  is  appraised,  and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  the  gov- 
rrmnent  oould  not,  at  this  moment,  obtain  equal  accommodations  for  twice  that 
snm.  If  I  am  correct  in  this  opinion,  certainly  a  wiser  investment  of  so  much 
conld  not  be  made  at  the  present  time.  If  it  is  conceded  that  the  government 
tausi  at  some  time  become  possessed  of  the  property,  now  is  the  time  to  purchase 
it,  for  it  never  can  be  purchased  cheaper,  and  it  never  can  be  used  more  advan- 
tageously; and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  owners  would  be  glad  to  take  gov- 
ernment securities,  on  any  time  that  the  United  States  might  please  to  fix,  in 
payment." 

CONCLUSION. 

I  have,  I  believe,  brought  attention  to  everything  within  my  official  jurisdic- 
tion worthy  of  the  special  attention  of  Congress,  and  now  respectfully  submit 
the  game. 

B.  B.  FRENCH, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings, 
Hon.  Calbb  B.  Smith, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
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StatemcfU  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  under  the  direction  of  the  Commu- 
sioner  of  Public  Buildings,  from  November  1, 1861,  to  Junt  30,  1862. 


Heada  of  anffopriatioiw. 


Clerk  to  the  OommiMloDer  nf  Public  Bnildion 

McMerirer  to  ibe  ConmiMioner  of  Pabllc  Btuldingt 

Lnboier  in  cbarfe  of  tbe  waier-cloeeiB 

Public  gardener 

Poorlieeper  at  the  Piaeident's  Houae 

▲spisunt  doorlieeper  at  the  President*!  Houee.. 

Two  nif  ht  wmebmen  at  the  Pre«ident'e  Hoiue 

Fumaee  keeper  at  the  Preiiidi*iit'«  Hofue 

Keeper  of  the  western  late,  Capitol • 

Two  day  watchmen,  Capitol 

NiRbt  watchman,  public  stables  ...  

Twenty- two  laborers  on  the  public  grounds 

Brawkeepers  at  the  Piitoroac  bridge.... 

Drawkeepera  at  the  Bastern  Branch  bridge. 

Washington  Enflrmary ...••. • 

Manure  Tor  the  public  gmands • 

Hire  of  carts  on  the  punlic  grounds............. 

Purchaiie  and  repair  of  tools,  &c. 

Trees  and  tree  boxes,  Ac... 

Wateliman,  reservation  Mo.  9. 

Annual  repairs  of  the  Capitol 

Annual  repairs  of  the  President's  House........ .....  «... 

Giadingand  gravelling  B  street  south .*.. 

Grounds  south  of  the  I'rewident's  House » 

Lighting  the  President's  House,  Capitol,  k.e 

Fuel  (in  part)  for  the  P^e^ident*s  House 

Repairs  of  furnaces  under  Senate  Ohamber,  he 

Rppairs  of  water  pipes.... 

City  lott 

Oontlngent  eipensea 

RffumUhing  President's  House 

For  constructing  the  cellar  of  the  north  fh>nt  of  Post  Office 
building  and  north  front  of  Patent  Office  building 

J£nst  wingot  Patent  Office  building. 

West  wina  of  Patent  Office  building 

Repairs  of  the  Potomac.  Navy  Ywrd, and  Upper  bridges,  Ac. 

Reservntion  No.  S  and  Lafsyette  square .... 

Repairs  of  Pennsylvtnia  avenue • 

Coal  and  fireman  for  fhmaces,  k.e 

I  Converting  old  Senate  chamber  into  a  court-rnora ....  .... 

Fitting  up  rooms  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  Sic. 

Repairs  of  present  Long  Bridge  across  the  Potomac. ...... 

Introducing  Potomac  water  Into  the  President's  House.... 

For  the  sale  of  the  ruins  of  the  Washington  Infirmary 

For  the  illumination  of  the  public  buildings. 

iieficiency  on  account  of  papering  and  painting  the  Presi- 
dent's House  in  the  autumn  of  1861 ,...  .... 

Paintinff  the  interior  of  the  Capitol 

ReiiiovRl  of  old  furnaces  under  the  Library  of  Congress.... 

To  payT.  h.  P.  Berry  .*(  per  cent,  on  f8,7o8  10 

To  pa;r  the  bill  of  W.  H.  Carryl  8i  Bm 

Cleaning  out  sewer  traps  on  Pennsylvania  n venue ........ 

Repairs  of  fences  around  the  Smithsonian  grounds 

Removal  of  snow 

Deficiency  for  keeping  three  Aimaces  nine  months  under 
the  old  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

To  pay  P.  Ii  T  Berry  for  gmnite  work, north  front  of  Po»i 
Office  building 

To  replace  the  thin  glass  in  the  rr>of  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress with  glass  of  a  proper  thickness,  lie 

For  completing  the  work  on  the  Patent  Office  building,  to 
fhr  as  to  preserve  the  materials,  kc. 
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EEPORT 


OFTHI 


ARCHITECT  OF  THE  CAPITOL  EXTEISIOI. 


Architect's  Office,  United  States  Capitol, 

Washington^  D,  C,  November  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  lay  before  70a  the  following  report  of  the  state  and 

Srogreee  of  the  works  of  the  United  States  Capitol  extension  and  the  new  dome 
uring  the  past  year : 

Thede  works  were  suspended  on  the  15th  of  May,  1861,  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  under  whose  jurisdiction  they  were  then  being  prosecuted.  On 
the  lOtli  of  April,  1862,  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress  was  approved  by  the 
President,  transferring  the  control  of  them  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior; 
and  CD  the  30th  of  the  same  month  the  work  was  resumed  under  the  limitations 
and  conditions  of  the  said  resolution  of  transfer,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

**  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  supervision  of  the  Capitol 
extension  and  the  erection  of  the  new  dome  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  trans- 
frrred  from  the  War  Department  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  And  all 
unexpended  money  which  has  been  heretofore  appropriated,  and  all  money 
which  may  be  hereafter  appropriated  for  either  of  the  improvements  heretofore 
mentioned,  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior :  Provided,  That  no  money  heretofore  appropriated  sliall  be 
expended  upon  the  Capitol  until  authorized  by  Congress,  except  so  much  as  is 
Qecc£«ary  to  protect  the  building  from  injury  by  the  elements  and  to  complete 
ibc  dome.     Approved  April  16,  1862.*' 

My  instructions  from  tlie  department,  in  view  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  were 
to  prosecute  the  work  on  the  two  eastern  entrances  of  the  Capitol  extension,  for 
Uie  purpose  of  affording,  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  permanent  protection  to 
the  eastern  front,  and  the  extensive  foundations  that  had  been  previously  laid 
for  the, steps  and  cheek  blocks;  to  finish  the  colonnades  of  the  connecting  corri- 
iorf>,  eo  as  to  admit  of  the  completion  of  the  roof  and  gutters  of  the  same,  and 
Uiu^  remove  a  prolific  source  of  deterioration  to  the  building;  to  afford  such 
tf^mporary  protection  to  the  upper  surfaces  of  all  the  exposed  walls  as  might  be 
fovaii  necessary,  in  view  of  the  length  of  time  that  will  unavoidably  elapse  be- 
f»re  the  work  can  be  completed;  to  finish  the  granite  steps  of  the  basement; 
and  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  new  dome  as  rapidly  as  might  be 
consistent  with  a  proper  execution  of  the  work. 

The  following  exhibits  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  accordance  with 
these  instructions : 

the   CAPITOL  EXTENSION. 

The^rr  monolithic  columns  "^hich  remained  to  complete  the  colonnades  of 
tlie  connecting  corridors  have  been  set;  the  entablatures  and  marble  ceilings  of 
the  two  colonnades  on  the  eastern  front  have  been  finished,  and  those  on  the 
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western  front  are  so  far  advanced  as  to  lead  me  to  bope  that  thej  may  be  con* 
pleted  and  the  roof  laid  over  them  before  the  close  of  the  seajson. 

The  delay  in  this  portion  of  the  work  has  been  occasioned  by  the  want  of 
f>ome  of  the  ceiling  pieces  which  were  not  quarried  at  the  time  the  order  wa« 
given  to  resume  operations,  and  which  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  obtain 
as  rapidly  as  they  were  required. 

It  should  be  remarked  that  the  suspension  of  the  work  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  rebellion  caused  a  total  suspension  of  operations  at  the  quarries;  it  was 
therefore  a  work  of  time  to  reorganize  tlie  forces  and  to  get  the  quarries  in 
proper  working  order.  Much  delay  has  also  been  caused  by  the  scarcity  of 
such  vessels  as  are  adapted  to  convey  the  marble  from  the  depot  at  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut,  to  Washington,  the  most  of  these  vessels  being  directly  or  indi- 
rectly in  the  employ  of  government.  The  contractors  have  now,  however,  over- 
come these  difficulties,  and  the  delivery  of  the  marble  hereafter  will  no  doubt  be 
quite  up  tx)  our  requirements.  A  very  large  cargo  is  now  being  unloaded  at  the 
wharf  in  Washington,  another  cargo  is  hourly  expected,  and  a  third  is  now  being 
shipped  at  Bridgeport,  all  containing  blocks  which  are  most  needed  for  the  por- 
tions of  the  work  now  in  progress. 

The  steps,  cheek  blocks,  and  carriage  ways  of  the  two  eastern  entrances  arc 
more  than  half  completed,  and  a  large  quantity  of  marble  is  wrought  for  the 
remainder.  In  these  portions  of  the  work  2,151  lineal  feet  of  steps  and  plat- 
forms have  been  set,  and  in  the  cheek  blocks  and  carriage  ways  about  16,500 
cubic  feet  of  marble,  all  of  which  has  been  done  in  the  most  accurate  and  work- 
manlike manner. 

The  granite  steps  of  the  western  arcades  have  all  been  permanently  laid  since 
the  resumption  of  the  work,  and  the  flagging  for  the  terraces  over  the  vaults  be- 
tween the  old  and  the  new  buildings  is  in  progress. 

The  process  of  cleaning  the  exterior  marble  work  has  been  commenced,  and 
it  is  found  that  the  portions  of  the  building  which  were  first  constnicted  ore  en- 
tirely free  from  stains  and  defacement,  and  are  as  pure  and  beautiful  as  when 
they  came  from  the  hands  of  the  workmen.  The  stains  which  marred  the  ap- 
pearance of  some  of  the  stones  shortly  after  they  were  laid  have  all  bleached 
out,  and  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  every  block  of  marble  in  the  building 
would  have  eventually  been  free  from  discoloration  had  not  the  use  of  asphaltum 
been  subsequently  resorted  to.  All  the  stones  that  were  laid  during  the  later 
years  of  the  progress  of  the  work  were  thickly  coated  on  their  backs  and  beds 
with  that  substance,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  a  permanent  discoloration  will  be 
the  result.  Besides  the  staining  of  the  surface,  the  asphaltum  is  found  to  exude 
from  many  of  the  joints,  all  of  which  will,  however,  be  cleaned  off  and  securely 
calked,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  a  few  years  the  asphaltum  will  harden  and 
this  cause  of  defacement  be  thus  abated.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  sncli 
a  substance  should  have  been  so  la^nshly  used  in  a  white  marble  building,  and  it 
is  proper  for  me  to  say  th«nt  its  application  to  the  marble  of  the  Capitol  extension 
never  met  my  approbation,  and  that  its  use  has  been  entirely  abandoned  since 
the  resumption  of  the  work. 

The  stones  which  were  defaced  and  mutilated  during  the  suspension  of  the 
work  by  evil-disposed  persons  or  by  accident  are  being  repaired  by  days*  work- 
men.    The  cost  of  these  repairs,  to  October  31,  1862,  amounts  to  $770. 

The  top  of  the  walls,  which  remain  exposed  to  the  weather,  have  been  covered 
with  tin,  laid  on  a  sheathing  of  rough  boards,  and  such  conductors  and  gutters 
have  been  made  as  were  found  to  be  necessary  to  prevent  any  further  deteriora- 
tion of  the  building,  or  defacement  of  the  interior  stucco  embellishments,  uutil 
the  porticos  can  be  constructed  and  the  roof  properly  finished.  This  tcunporary 
roofing  has  cost  $6^1  75. 

Nothing  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  towards  the  completion  of  the 
interior  of  the  building,  except  the  prosecution  of  the  painting  on  the  wall  of  tliti 
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▼estem  stairway  of  the  aoatb  wing,  entitled  ''Western  Emigration/'  by  Mr.  E. 
Leatze.  The  proviso  attached  to  the  law  transferring  the  works  of  the  Capitol 
extoision  and  new  dome  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  arrested  the  execu- 
doa  of  this  picture ;  but  it  was  afterwards  authorized  bjr  a  law  of  Congress, 
approved  Jalj  5,  1862,  and  it  is  now  completed,  with  the  exception  of  an 
elaborate  pictorial  border  which  surrounds  it.  This  ^ will  be  finished  and  the 
scaffolding  removed  during  the  present  month.  The  cost  of  this  painting  will 
be  $20,000.  of  which  $11,000  have  abeady  been  paid. 

The  picture  of  the  "  Storming  of  Chepultepec,"  painted  on  canvas,  bj  Mr. 
James  Walker,  and  intended  for  the  room  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  finished  and  ready  for  delivery  at  the  time 
of  the  suspension  of  the  work,  and  $2,120  had  previously  been  paid  upon  it  by 
ihe  government.  It  has  since  been  delivered,  and  Mr.  Walker  has  been  paid 
the  baUince  of  his  cLum.    The  whole  cost  of  the  picture  was  $6,000. 

At  the  last  advices  from  Home  the  plaster  models  for  the  bronze  valves  of  one 
of  the  eastern  front  doors  were  completed ;  but  the  models  for  the  valves  of  the 
other  door  had  not  been  commenced,  nor  had  anything  been  done  in  reference  to 
ihcm  beyond  the  studies  and  sketches  which  were  completed  before  the  death  of 
Mr.  Cxuwford.  An  agreement  exists  with  Mr.  F.  Yon  MuUer,  at  Munich,  to 
caet  these  calves^  in  bronze,  for  $10,500 ;  but  none  of  the  models  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  foundery,  and  no  payment  has  yet  been  made  by  the  govern- 
ment on  account  of  them. 

The  bronze  door  ordered  of  Mr.  Randolph  JElogers  was  completed  more  than 
a  year  ago,  and  remains  at  Munich,  awaiting  the  orders  of  the  government.  The 
nun  of  $16,429  has  been  paid  on  account  of  it,  and  it  will  reqmre  about  $12,000 
to  pay  the  balance  due  upon  it,  including  interest,  storage,  and  other  expenses, 
to  thia  date. 

This  door  is  composed  entirely  of  bronze,  back  and  front,  and  is  said  to  be  the 
only  work  of  the  kind  in  the  world  which  is  thus  constructed;  its  weight  is 
^OpOOO  pounds.  The  leading  subject  of  its  embellishments  is  the  history  of 
Columbus.  It  has  two  valves^  with  four  panels  in  each  valve,  and  one  scmi- 
circuUr  panel  over  the  transom.  The  first  panel  (beginning  at  the  bottom  of  the 
left  hand  valve)  contains  a  scene  representing  Columbus  before  the  council  of 
&ibmanca;  the  second  pane],  his  leaving  the  convent  of  La  Eabida;  the  third 
IMnel,  his  audience  before  Ferdinand  and  Isabella;  the  fourth  panel,  his  departure 
from  Palos ;  the  semicircular  panel  over  the  transom  represents  his  first  landing 
it  San  Salvador;  the  fiflh  panel,  his  first  encounter  with  the  Indians  on  the 
l^Lind  of  Hispaniola;  the  sixth  panel,  his  triumphal  entry  into  Barcelona;  the 
Kene  in  the  seventh  panel  represents  him  a  prisoner  in  chains  about  to  be  sent 
bock  to  Spain;  and  the  eighth  panel  contains  a  scene  representing  his  death. 
Thrre  are  sixteen  small  niches  in  the  border  or  frame  around  the  door,  in  which 
ve  sixteen  statuettes  representing  distinguished  contemporaries  of  Columbus, 
lad  between  the  panels  are  heads  representing  historians  who  have  written  on 
liiB  voyages  from  his  own  time  down  to  the  present  day,  ending  with  Irving  and 
Preecott  Crowning  the  door  is  a  bust  of  Columbus.  The  ornaments  are  chiefly 
eohlematic  of  conquest  and  navigation. 

This  door  was  originally  intended  to  be  put  up  between  the  old  Hall  of  Repre- 
s^'ntatives  and  the  corridor  leading  to  the  south  wing.  My  own  opinion  is,  that 
this  would  not  be  a  suitable  place  for  it,  as  there  is  nothing  in  the  location  that 
fcipures  such  a  door,  nor  is  there  any  reason  why  an  opening  so  entirely  sub- 
iimisate  and  unimportant  in  the  design  of  the  building  should  be  embellished 
^  00  magnificent  and  expensive  a  work  of  art.  The  door  which  closes  this 
opening  should  correspond  with  the  main  entrance  door  of  the  present  Hall  of 
Representatives  which  stands  opposite  to  it.  Besides,  were  Mr.  Rogers's  door 
mx  up  in  this  passage  it  could  never  be  decn  to  any  advantage;  it  would  stand 
21  the  eommon  thoroughfare  through  the  building,  and,  consequently,  it  could 
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neyer  remain  closed  during  the  sessionB  of  GongreBS;  iU  valves  wonld  necee* 
sariljr  be  always  folded  back  into  the  jambs,  thos  sacrificing  the  whole  effect  of 
the  composition.  In  view  of  these  considerations,  I  respectfully  recommend  that 
this  door  be  placed  in  the  eastern  front  of  the  centre  building,  and  be  made  to 
constitute  the  principal  entrance  to  the  Capitol.  In  this  situation  its  elaboratf^ 
decorations  would  be  seen  to  advantage,  having  the  full  benefit  of  light  and 
shade,  and  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  its  occasionally  remaining  closed. 

Elaborate  decorations  have  been  commenced  and  left  in  an  unfiniBhed  state  in 
the  anteroom  of  th(3  Senate,  in  the  Senate  post  office,  in  the  room  occupied  by 
the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Senate,  and  in  the  post  office  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. These  portions  of  the  building  have  consequently  a  very  unaightly 
appearance.  I  would,  therefore,  respectftiUy  suggest  that  the  decorations  which 
have  thus  been  commenced  be  completed,  with  such  modificationa  in  the  original 
designs  as  may  be  consistent  with  what  has  already  been  executed. 

I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  or  expedient  at  the  present  time  to  commence 
the  decorations  of  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  anv  of  the  rooms  or  passagei^  that 
are  not  already  in  progress.  These  may  be  deferred  to  more  peaceful  time:>. 
My  only  desire  is,  in  reference  to  the  decorative  painting,  to  complete  that  which 
has  been  begun,  and  to  repair  that  which  has  been  defaced. 

There  arc  now  on  the  grounds  of  the  Capitol,  and  on  the  surrounding  streets 
and  avenues,  1,160  blocks  of  un wrought  marble,  containing  in  the  aggn*gate 
about  70,000  cubic  feet,  which  have  been  inspected  and  approved  for  the  several 
parts  of  the  work,  each  piece  having  been  quarried  for  a  specific  place  iu  the 
building.     These  have  all  been  paid  for  by  the  government. 

There  are  also  613  blocks  of  marble,  containing  in  the  aggregate  41,620  cubic 
feet,  which  have  been  found,  upon  inspection,  to  be  iusumcient  in  size  for  the 
portions  of  the  work  for  which  they  were  intended,  or  which  are  in  some  other 
wav  partially  defective.  These  blocks  have  from  time  to  time  been  suspended, 
and  remain  unpaid  for.  A  portion  of  them  may,  however,  be  brought  into  the 
work  at  reduced  dimensions. 

Besides  these,  there  are  132  blocks  of  marble,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
3,080  cubic  feet,  which  have  been  condemned,  and  which  should  be  removd  from 
the  grounds  by  the  contractors  without  delay. 

There  are  1,012  blocks  of  wrought  marble  on  the  ground,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  47,300  cubic  feet,  the  application  of  which  will  be  as  follows : 

For  the  eastern  porticos 7,  500  cubic  feet. 

For  the  north  and  south  porticos 23,  600 

For  the  western  porticos 11,  500 

For  the  connecting  corridors 1,  600 

For  the  eastern  steps,  cheek  blocks,  &c 3, 100 

The  marble  yet  required  to  complete  the  work,  in  addition  to  what  has  already 
been  received,  amounts  to  1,100  blocks,  containing  in  the  aggregate  58,600  cubic 
feet.  This  quantity  will,  however,  be  reduced  by  whatever  amount  of  suspend  rd 
stone  there  may  be  now  on  the  ground  which  may  hereafter  be  applied  to  the 
work  at  reduced  dimensions,  as  before  stated. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  report  Jive  monolithic  shafts  for  the  columns  of  the 
eastern  porticos  have  been  delivered,  making  in  all  29  of  these  shafts  now  uu 
the  ground  and  in  the  building,  leaving  5  of  the  original  order  of  34  yet  to  be 
delivered.  On  the  2d  of  July  last  26  more  were  ordered,  by  direction  of  the 
department,  making  in  all  60  shafts  for  which  orders  have  been  issued,  that  beiiij^ 
the  number  required  for  the  two  eastern  porticos  and  the  connecting  corridors. 
There  are  now  at  the  quarries  in  Baltimore  county,  Maryland,  several  of  tho^^e 
monoliths,  ready  for  delivery,  but  which  have  been  detained  by  the  continued 
occupation  of  the  railroad  by  the  government.  The  contractors  aASure  me  that» 
iihould  they  be  able  to  obtain  from  the  railroad  company  the  ordinary  facililieii 


u 
« 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  8ECBETABT  OF  THE  INTEBIOB.     107 

for  tmisportatioii,  thej  will  have  no  difficulty  in  filling  this  order  hj  the  Ist  of 
JoIt,  1863. 

Tne  northern,  southern,  and  weetem  porticos  will  require  40  more  of  these 
ffliafb,  which  the  contractors  are  willing  to  obligate  themselves  to  deliver  bj  the 
ist  of  Jannarj,  1864,  provided  thej  receive  an  earlj  order  for  them,  that  they 
maj  be  enabled  to  make  preparations  during  the  winter  for  more  extensive 
opmtions  in  the  quarries.  As  a  large  quantity  of  the  marble  required  in  these 
porticos  is  already  wrought,  and  as  no  effectual  and  permanent  protection  can 
be  afforded  to  the  building  against  the  action  of  the  elements  until  they  are  con- 
Btrocted,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  balance  of  the  aforesaid  monolitbic 
shafts  be  ordered  immediately,  and  that  the  work  on  all  the  porticos  be  prose- 
cuted as  rapidly  as  possible. 

There  are  remaining  on  the  grounds  and  in  the  shops  of  the  Capitol  the  fol- 
lowing quantities  of  variegated  and  fancy  marble,  none  of  which  will  be  required 
for  the  work: 

Of  variegated  Tennessee  marble,  138  blocks,  containing  in  the  aggregate 
1,995  cubic  feet,  the  cost  of  which  was  about $11,  000 

Of  sawed  remnants  of  the  same,  about  1,105  cubic  feet,  the  cost  of  which, 
in  the  rough,  was  about '. 6,  000 

Of  Potomac  marble,  15  pieces,  containing  in  the  aggregate^  119  cubic 
feet,  the  cost  of  which  was 476 

Of  green  serpentine,  called  Vermont  verd-antique  marble,8  02  cubic  feet, 
and  8  column  shafts,  the  aggregate  cost  of  which  was 5,  334 

Of  Italian  marble,  in  sawed  remnants,  about  2,600  cubic  feet,  the  aggre- 
gate cost  of  which  was  about 7, 150 

ALio,  remnants  of  other  fancy  marbles,  which  have  cost  about 600 

Making  an  aggregate  of  about 30,  660 


All  of  these  marbles  should  be  disposed  of  as  soon  as  fair  prices  can  be 
obtained  for  them,  not  only  on  account  of  the  large  simi  of  money  that  is  thus 
withdrawn  from  the  fands  of  the  Capitol,  but  also  in  consideration  of  the  deteriora- 
tion they  are  suffering  and  the  space  they  occupy  on  the  public  grounds. 

The  marble  delivered  by  the  contractors  from  the  quarries  at  Lee,  Mass.,  from 
September  30,  1861,  to  October  31,  1862,  and  which  has  been  approved  for 
the  work,  amounts  to  11,914  cubic  feet.  There  have  been  paid  to  the  said  con- 
tractors for  marble  during  the  same  period  the  sum  of  $22,974  63. 

The  whole  quantity  of  marble  received  and  approved  from  the  commence- 
tnent  of  the  work  to  October  31,  1862,  with  the  cost  of  the  same,  is  as  follows : 

For  the  exterior, 

447,5169  cubic  feet,  from  Lee,  Mass.,  costmg 6788,  705  13 

29  monolithic  shafts,  from  Baltimore  county,  costing 40, 600  00 

For  the  interior. 

28.474  cubic  feet,  from  Italy,  costing 79,  660  00 

9.S30  cubic  feet,  from  Tennessee,  costing 66,  021  97 

15,409^  cubic  feet,  from  Lee,  Mass.,  costing 2^8,  716  31 

22  iDonolithie  shafts,  for  the  south  wing,  costing 4,  400  00 

^02  cubic  feet  of  Vermont  serpentine,  costing 3,  208  00 

8  colmnn  shafts  of  the  same,  costing 2, 126  00 

1194  cubic  feet  of  Potomac  marble,  costing- .  - 476  66 

^4|  cubic  feet  of  Vermont  marble,  costing 553  25 
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S5^  cubic  feet  of  marble,  from  the  Levant,  coBting tl76  6G 

15,611  lineal  feet  of  marble  skirting,  extending  around  all  the 
halls  and  rooms  throughout  the  Capitol  extension,  costing. .  14,  397  07 

Total 1,029,041  05 


The  amount  paid  for  cutting  and  setting  marble  during  die  past  year  is 
$26,361  51,  making  the  total  amount  paid  for  this  branch  of  labor,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  work  to  October  31,  1862,  $1,373,749  12. 

The  number  of  bricks  delivered  during  the  year  amounts  to  80,607,  the  ap- 
plication of  which  has  been  chieiiy  to  the  foundations  of  the  steps  and  the 
filling  in  on  the  top  of  the  connecting  corridors.  Their  aggregate  cost  is 
$685  66.  The  total  number  of  bricks  received  at  the  building,  horn  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work  to  October  31, 1862,  amounts  to  19,403,799. 

There  have  been  received  during  the  year  300  barrels  of  hydraulic  cement, 
all  of  which  have  been  applied  to  the  work.  The  whole  number  of  barrels  of 
cement  which  have  been  used  in  the  building,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
work  to  October  31,  1862,  amounts  to  46,941. 

The  application  and  cost  of  labor  on  the  Capitol  extension,  from  September 
30, 1861,  to  October  31, 1862,  has  been  as  follows: 

Days.  AggrtgaU  eo^L 

Clerks 314  $1,227  10 

Foremen 291J  1,184  38 

Marble-cutters 458|  1,131  73 

Carpenters 457^  1,022  56 

Bricklayers 49l|  1,301  04 

Coppersmiths 170  394  77 

Pksterers 34 J  76  00 

Smiths 42l|  890  38 

Smiths*  helpers 222|  277  59 

Finishers 122  344  27 

Enginemen 128  306  67 

Photographers 177  660  64 

Teamsters 2, 753|  3,777  12 

Laborers 2, 305  2. 926  49 

Watchmen 2, 585J  5, 165  54 

Messengers 408J  682  61 

Total ll,341i  21.369  39 

CagJi  account  of  the  Capitol  extension* 

Amount  available,  September  30, 1861 $356, 107  24 

Amount  expended  from  September  30, 186 1,  to  October  31, 1862,         99,  099  09 

Leaving,   on  the   3l6t  of  October,    1862,   an  unexpended 

balance  of 257,  008  15 


All  of  which  wQl  be  expended  by  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 
An  appropriation  will  be  required  for  the  next  fiscal  year  of  $500,000. 
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THE  NEW  DOME. 

The  progreaa  of  tliis  work  dming  the  past  jear  bas  been  constant  and  satis- 
httmj.  At  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  the  work  in  May,  1861,  the  con- 
tractoiB  bad  above  1,300,000  pounds  of  iron  castings  on  the  ground,  prepared 
to  be  put  in  place ;  and  although  they  were  directed  to  suspend  operations,  and 
were  notified  that  if  they  proceeded  they  would  do  it  at  their  own  expense  and 
mk,  they  concluded  to  go  on,  at  least  with  the  putting  up  of  the  material  on 
the  ground,  trusting  for  the  future  to  the  justice  of  the  government.  This  was 
alike  creditable  to  their  perseverance  and  to  their  patriotism.  They  have  thus 
prevented  the  sound  of  the  hammer  from  being  stopped  on  the  national  Capi- 
tol ft  single  moment  during  all  our  civil  troubles. 

The  principal  frame  of  the  structure  is  now  completed,  the  ribs  of  the  cupola 
hftve  been  put  in  place,  and  the  workmen  are  engaged  in  setting  the  plates  which 
constitute  the  outer  covering,  all  of  which  will  be  finished  before  the  close  of 
the  present  year.  This  will  leave  nothing  to  be  done  to  complete  the  exterior 
bat  the  construction  of  the  tholust  or  lantern,  and  the  placing  of  the  ornaments 
on  the  upper  windows,  and  around  the  spring  of  the  cupola.  These  ornaments 
ire  now  being  cast. 

The  most  of  the  castings  for  the  inner  dome,  or  ceiling  of  the  rotunda,  are 
made  and  ready  for  shipment.  As  soon  as  they  arrive  an  additional  gang  of 
workmen  will  be  forwarded  from  the  foundery  to  commence  putting  them  in 
place. 

The  present  height  of  the  iron  work  above  the  basement  floor  of  the  Capitol 
»  215  feet,  and  the  height  of  the  portion  yet  to  be  constructed,  including  the 
crowning  statue,  is  71  feet  3  inches. 

The  amount  of  iron  which  has  been  delivered  at  the  work  from  September 
30, 1861,  to  October  31,  1862,  is  207,017  pounds ;  and  during  the  same  period 
about  1,185,000  pounds  have  been  put  up. 

The  total  quantity  of  iron  received  from  the  beginning  of  the  work  to  Octo- 
ber 31, 1862,  is  7,536,907  pounds,  and  it  will  require  about  767,500  pounds  more 
to  complete  it. 

Thc«to/««  of  Freedom^  which  is  intended  as  the  crowning  feature  of  the  dome, 
is  completed,  and  removed  to  the  grounds  east  of  the  Capitol,  where  it  has  been 
placed  on  a  temporary  pedestal,  in  order  that  the  public  may  have  an  opportu- 
uty  to  examine  it  before  it  ia  raised  to  its  destined  position.  This  statue  is  19 
feet  6  inches  in  height,  and  weighs  14,985  pounds.  It  is  composed  entirely  of 
bronze,  and  is  constructed  in  five  sections,  the  weight  of  the  heaviest  of  which  is 
4.740  pounds.  When  it  is  put  in  its  place,  the  screw  bolts,  which  now  disfigure 
it,  will  be  removed,  and  the  entire  statue  will  be  washed  with  an  acid  which  will 
cu2«c  a  slight  oxydation,  and  thus  produce  a  rich  and  uniform  bronze  tint  which 
will  never  change. 

lliere  have  been  expended  on  account  of  this  statue  the  sum  of  $23,796  82, 
the  detaik  of  which  are  as  follows : 

P«d  T.  Crawford  for  phister  model $3,  000  00 

Paid  Chirk  Mills  for  services,  rent  of  foundery,  and  labor 9,  800  00 

PakTfbr  labor  to  May  15, 1861 4,  812  36 

Paid  for  hauling 141  07 

Paid  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co.  for  tin 570  00 

Paid  the  Hevier  Copper  Company  for  copper 3,  328  70 

Paid  Morgan  &  Rinehart  for  plaster 52!>  00 

Paid  John  McClelland  for  uron  castings 302  95 

Paid  for  old  scrap  copper 500  00 
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Paid  for  coal,  wood,  nails,  oil,  alcohol,  sand,  buckets,  brashes, 

lumber,  crucibles,  &c.,  &c $628  75 

Paid  for  removing  the  statue  from  the  founder^,  and  putting  it  up 

upon  the  grounds  east  of  the  Gapit-ol .*  187  99 

Making  the  total  cost  to  this  date 23,  796  82 

# 

The  whole  amount  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  dome,  up  to 

the  present  time,  is $700,  000  00 

The  expenditures  from  the  commencement  of  the  work  to  October 

31,  1862,  amounts  to 608, 008  28 

Leaving  a  balance  of  appropriation  available  at  the  above  date  of      91,  991  72 
All  of  which  will  be  expended  during  the  present  fiscal  year. 

An  appropriation  will  be  required  for  the  next  fiscal  year  of  $200,000,  which 
will  complete  the  work.  The  original  estimate  was  $945,000  •  I  find,  however, 
that  by  careful  study  in  the  details  of  the  design,  I  have  been  able  greatly  to 
reduce  the  weight  of  the  structure,  and  thus  to  bring  the  entire  cost,  including 
the  expensive  crowning  statue,  to  about  $900,000. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  U.  WALTER, 
ArcJiitect  United  States  Capitol  Extension,  ifc. 
Hon.  Caleb  B.  Smith, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

o  This  estimate  will  be  found  in  Miscellaneous  Document  No.  65,  HooBe  of  Bepreeenta- 
tiveis,  31th  Congr.Bd,  Ist  sewion,  page  4. 
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SFPERINTExNDENT  OF  THE  WASHINGTON  AQUEDUCT. 


Washington  Aqueduct  Office, 

November  10,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  eubmit  the  following  report  of  operations  on  the 
Wasbington  aqueduct  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1862. 

The  work  was  placed  under  the  direction  of  your  department  by  the  joint 
resolation  of  June  18,  1862,  and  the  actual  transfer  was  made  by  the  War 
Dc'partmcnt  on  the  15th  of  July. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  of  the  chief  engineer  all  operations  had 
Wn  gnsjpended  except  upon  the  bridge  crossing  Rock  creek,  which  was  expected 
to  have  been  ready  for  use  on  the  1st  of  January  last. 

The  condition  of  the  works  at  the  date  of  the  transfer  is  therefore  shown  by 
that  report,  except  the  bridge,  which  had  been  completed  in  the  meantime. 

On  the  22d  of  July  letters  were  addressed  to  all  contractors  for  unfinished 
▼ork,  calling  upon  them  to  signify  their  readiness  to  resume  operations.  Most 
of  them  complied,  though  some  few  declined  or  failed  to  answer. 

Proposals  were  then  invited  fordoing  the  work  and  furnishing  the  material  neces- 
sary to  the  completion  of  the  aqueduct;  contracts  were  made,  and  most  of  them 
are  now  in  process  of  execution  for  furnishing  brick,  sand,  and  cement  for  com- 
pletion of  distributing  reservoir,  the  auxiliary  gate-house,  and  part  of  Potomac 
dam. 

The  following  are  the  principal  works  requiring  notice : 

SENECA  QUARRY. 

The  damage  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
Ws,  have  prevented  the  delivery  of  dimension  stone  from  Seneca  quarry, 
and  thus  delayed  the  completion  of  some  structures  of  minor  importance.  A 
force  is  now  engaged  there,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  to  avoid  further 
difficulty  from  this  source. 

POTOMAC  DAM. 

The  question  of  land  damages  and  water  rights  remains  unsettled.  A  juiy, 
rammoned  in  September  to  condemn  the  hind,  was  not  able  to  assemble  on 
account  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country.  A  contract  has,  however,  been 
iDade  for  completing  that  portion  between  Conn's  island  and  the  Maryland 
(iKfre,  but  notlung  done  there  beyond  the  preparation  of  foundation  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  masonry. 

The  gate-house  is  completed  so  far  as  to  be  ready  for  the  entablature  and 
dome,  which  can  be  finished  in  a  short  time  next  spring. 
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Tunnel  No.  1  requires  a  good  deal  of  trimming  and  the  removal  of  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  loose  rock. 

No.  3  needs  also  some  excavation  and  a  portion  of  tbe  bottom  to  be  levelled 
up  with  spalls.     They  will  be  completed  during  the  winter  months. 

At  Cabin  John  bridge  (Union  arch)  the  basin  has  been  cleared  of  the  mud 
and  wasli  with  which  it  had  become  filled  during  the  suspension.  The  scaffold 
has  been  repaired  and  braced,  derricks  rigged,  stone  cut,  and  masonry  cgmmcnced. 
The  relieving  arches  of  the  abutments  have  been  turned,  tliose  of  spandrils  are 
partly  done,  and  masonry  of  side  walls  carried  up.  Now  that  stone  can  be  pro- 
cured from  the  quarry  the  work  will  progress  rapidly. 

A  portion  of  the  conduit  which,  for  special  reasons,  was  built  before  the  high 
embankment  on  which  it  rests  had  settled,  has  been  so  much  deformed  and 
cracked  by  the  settlement  as  to  require  partial  rebuilding.  This  is  now  in 
progress. 

WASTE  WEIR  NO.  2. 

The  arching  of  the  drif):  has  been  extended  fifty  feet,  and  the  eastern  side 
wall  prolonged  to  the  chamber,  rendered  expedient  by  the  sliding  of  the  rock  on 
that  side. 

It  has  also  been  found  necessary  to  arch  a  portion  of  tunnel  No.  4,  (i-csorvoir 
tunnel,)  and  desirable  that  it  should  be  lined  throughout.  Although  the  rock  in 
which  it  is  pierced  is  very  hard,  it  is  full  of  straight  joints,  and  large  falls  have 
occurred  in  parts  where  they  were  least  expected. 

DISTRIBUTING  RESERVOIR. 

The  contract  for.this  work  was  awarded  to  S.  L.  Rodgers  &  Co. ;  oi>eratinn« 
were  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  and  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  towards  completing  the  embankments. 

Nothing  has  been  done  with  the  masonry  structures  about  this  resei-voir  for 
want  of  stone  from  Seneca  quarry.  Every  preparation  is  made  to  complete 
them  as  soon  as  practicable. 

HIGH   SERVICE   RESERVOIR. 

The  clay  puddle  of  the  bottom  of  this  reservoir  not  proving  entirely  water-tight, 
it  is  now  being  covered  with  layera  of  concrete  and  paving.  Nothing  has  boeu 
done  to  the  dome. 

Rock  Greek  bridge  was  completed  at  the  date  of  the  transfer  to  the  Interiot 
Department.  Since  that  time  the  embankments  at  the  ends  have  been  made, 
and  the  bridge  is  now  in  use. 

Though  considerably  worn  by  the  sediments  in  the  water,  the  pumping  engin(3 
has  performed  the  duty  required  of  it. 

The  conduit  line  has  been  inspected,  and  found  in  good  condition.  The  tun« 
nels,  except  No.  4.  mentioned  above,  are  free  from  falls,  and  seem  to  require  no 
further  masonry  lining  at  present.  The  effect  of  the  water  upon  them,  when 
introduced,  cannot  be  stated  in  advance.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  no  fur 
ther  expenditure  will  be  necessary. 

The  pipe  line  has  been  free  from  serious  casualties,  and  no  interruption  ol 
supply  in  the  main  lines  has  been  necessary.  The  consumption  of  water, 
especially  for  army  purposes,  being  very  great  during  the  unusual  dry  wcathei 
of  the  summer  and  fall,  the  surface  of  the  receiving  reservoir  fell  about  eight 
feet  below  its  normal  height.  Every  possible  precaution  was  taken  to  eecunS 
economy  in  the  use  of  the  water,  and  although  it  has  been  bo  low  as  to  oecasioi 
serious  inconvenience,  and  to  require  the  suspension  of  the  high  service  supph 
of  Georgetown,  it  has  not  entirely  failed.  The  October  rains  have  now  removiNi 
all  grounds  for  apprehension. 

1  he  date  of  completion  of  the  aqueduct  depends  upon  the  amount  of  worl 
to  be  done  on  Cabin  John  bridge.    All  the  other  structures,  being  light,  cai 
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readily  be  finiBbed  before  it.  I  estimate  that  this  will  be  sufficiently  advanced 
At  least  to  permit  the  passage  of  the  water  from  the  Potomac  bj  the  end  of 
May,  1863,  bat  that  the  whole  of  that  season  will  be  expended  in  finishing  up 
the  varioas  parts  and  putting  them  in  ^  permanently  secure  condition. 

The  following  is  a  condensed  statement  of  the  vaiious  appropriations  for  the 
aquednct,  and  the  progress  of  the  work  under  each  : 

In  1852  Congress  appropriated  $5,000  for  the  necessary  surveys,  project8» 
and  estimates,  for  determining  the  best  means  of  affording  the  cities  of  W ash- 
infrton  and  Greorgetown  an  unfeuling  and  abundant  supply  of  good,  wholesome 
water. 

On  the  .Id  November,  1852,  Lieutenant  Meigs  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
rtirveyi",  and  on  the  12th  February,  1853,  he  reported  on  tnree  sources  of  supply. 
These  were : 

First.  The  stream  called  Bock  creek,  which  could  be  introduced  by  a  dam 
and  conduit  by  its  natural  flow. 

Second,  The  Potomac  at  the  Little  Falls,  six  miles  above  Georgetown,  which 
would  require  a  dam  and  canal,  or  race,  with  pumping  machinery  to  raise  the 
warrr  to  reservoirs  at  a  sufficient  height  to  supply  the  cities. 

Third.  The  Great  Falls  of  the  Potomac,  foiurteeu  miles  above  Washington, 
where  the  level  of  the  river  is  such  as  to  allow  of  the  water  being  taken  by  a 
dam  and  conduit,  by  its  natural  flow,  to  reservoirs  near  Georgetown,  whence, 
»ith  a  head  of  145  feet  above  tide,  it  can  be  conveyed  by  iron  pipes  to  all  the 
pablic  buildings. 

These  plans  are  fully  described,  and  their  relative  merits  discussed,  in  Sen. 
Ex.  Doc.  No.  48, 32d  Cong.,  2d  Sess.,  and  in  H.  R.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  82,  34th  Cong., 
UtSess. 

March  3,  1853,  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  was  made  for  bringing  water 
into  the  city  of  Washington,  upon  such  plan  as  the  President  might  approve. 

The  Great  Falls  project,  with  a  nine  feet  conduit,  having  been  adopted,  the 
nrc«»iMary  purveys  were  made  during  the  summer ;  lands  were  condemned  ;  and 
in  November,  1853,  ground  was  broken  and  the  work  commenced. 

During  1853— '54  the  connexion  with  the  river  under  the  canal  was  made ; 
tonnels  I,  2,  and  3  were  commenced,  and  450  feet  pierced ;  a  small  portion  of 
Wck  conduit  was  built ;  all  the  lands  required  in  Maryland,  except  Conn's 
i*Uncl,  at  Great  Falls,  were  condemned;  preparations  made  for  a  vigorous 
pTovecntion  of  the  work ;  and  the  whole  plans,  location,  and  details  revised  and 
jajToved, 

11i<'re  being  no  appropriation  in  1 854,  the  work  was  suspended  until  March 
*.  lHo5,  when  $250,000  was  voted.  With  this  most  of  the  lands  between 
*irp4t  Falls  and  the  District  of  Columbia  were  procured ;  827  feet  were  pierced 
in  foar  tunnels ;  1,800  feet  of  conduit  built ;  13  culverts  nearly  completed ;  the 
fmbankmouts  over  them  and  most  of  the  other  culverts  in  Maryland  begun ; 
tkf  crossing  under  the  canal  at  the  Great  Falls  was  also  completed,  and  the 
c^  restored  to  its  full  dimensions. 

Iq  1856  the  work  was  again  suspended,  the  appropriation  of  $250,000  being 
to  nifot  existing  liabilities,  and  pieserve  the  works  already  done  from  iiijury. 

March  3,  1857,  appropriation  of  $1,000,000.  Moat  of  the  lands  in  the  Dis- 
^  of  Columbia  were  purchased ;  contracts  made  for  the  grading  and  conduit 
"f  ail  the  sections  except  Nos.  1  and  2,  which  were  built  bj  days'  work ;  the 
'firing  reservoir,  arch  stones  of  Cabin  John  bridge  and  12-inch  pipes,  bridges 
^^  I  and  2  were  nearly  finished ;  Nos.  3  and  4  were  commencea,  and  their 
toQiuiations  and  centres  prepared ;  6,104  feet  of  conduit  were  built  this  year, 
'^'Mi  feet  of  tunnels  pierced,  and  the  Potomac  dam  commenced. 

Daring  the  winter  of  1857-'58  a  large  quantity  of  stone  was  quarried  and 
<^M^tea  along  the  conduit,  and  other  preparations  made  for  its  rapid  prosecu- 
*«  in  the  spring. 

8 8 
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Appropriation,  June  12,  1858 :  New  appropmtion,  $800,000 ;  reappropria< 
tion  of  balance  of  appropriation  of  1856,  for  existing  liabilities,  $184,963  01. 

The  remainder  of  the  lands  needed  in  the  District  was  procured ;  twenty- 
eight  contracts  were  made  for  the  completion  of  the  varioas  works  and  for  fur- 
nishing  the  necessary  materials ;  all  the  culverts  were  completed ;  the  conduit 
generidlj  finished ;  bridges  Nos.  3  and  5  completed,  except  coping  the  former ; 
bridge  No.  4,  Cabin  John,  commenced,  and  the  granite  arph  keyed ;  a  part  of 
the  rubble  arch  was  built  in  the  spring  of  1859,  and  Rock  creek  bridge  well 
advanced;  the  tunnels,  except  No.  1,  were  finished;  waste  weirs  Nos.  1  and 
3  completed,  and  No.  2  sufficiently  so  for  use ;  12-inch  main  pipes  laid,  and  the 
laying  of  the  30-inch  main  commenced. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  the  receiving  reservoir  being  finished,  the  sluice- 
gate was  closed ;  on  the  8th  of  December,  1858,  the  water  rose  to  the  bottom 
of  conduit,  and,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1859,  was  introduced  into  the  pipe^ 
supplying  the  cities. 

In  the  summer  of  1858  a  jury  was  summoned  to  assess  the  value  of  a  portion 
of  Conn's  island,  at  Great  Falls,  required  for  the  construction  of  the  Potomac 
dam.  Their  verdict  amounted  to  $150,000.  An  appeal  was  taken  by  the 
United  States  to  the  circuit  court  of  Montgomery  county,  by  which  the  inquisi- 
tion was  set  aside  as  founded  on  gross  mistakes  both  as  to  law  and  facts. 

In  the  spring  of  1859  the  work  was  again  suspended  for  want  of  funds. 

June,  1860,  appropriation  $500,000,  "  to  be  expended  according  to  the  plane 
and  estimates  of  Captain  Meigs,  and  under  his  superintendence." 

July  17, 1860,  Captain  (now  General)  Benham  was  appointed  chief  engineer, 
and  in  December  of  the  same  year  he  was  succeeded  by  Lieutenant  (Captain) 
Morton.  On  the  22d  of  February,  1861,  General  Meigs  resumed  the  charge  of 
the  aqueduct. 

Work  had  been  recommenced  in  the  fall  of  1860,  and  during  the  spring  ot 
1861  was  brought  generally  to  its  present  condition. 

Of  the  $500,000  last  appropriated,  there  had  been  expended  under  Captain 
Benham  $98,345  11;  under  Lieutenant  Morton,  $55,441  40;  under  General 
Meigs,  $122,046  02;  leaving  a  balance  of  $224,167  47,  of  which  there  ww 
authorized  to  be  paid  by  joint  resolution  of  June  14,  1862,  $5,585  84,  being 
debts  contracted  by  General  Benham  and  Lieutenant  Morton,  and  unpaid  hy 
them  while  in  charge  of  the  work ;  besides  which,  other  bills,  amounting  to 
$424  77  and  $6,010  61,  were,  transferred  to  the  Interior  Department  for  pay- 
ment, leaving  the  amount  fairly  applicable  for  expenditures  under  that  depart- 
ment $218,156  86. 

Estimate  of  cost  of  completing  the  aqueduct, 

Potomac  dam  to  Conn's  island $16.  000 

Conduit  head  and  feeder 1.  S27 

Gate-house  at  Great  Falls 3,  731 

Tunnel  No.  1 2,  500 

Tunnel  No.  3 150 

Conduit,  various  detached  portions 5,  34^ 

Bridge  No.  1 450 

Bridge  No.  2 , 1,  950 

Bridge  No.  3 / 7,  600 

Bridge  No.  4,  Cabin  Jcihn 58, 330 

Tunnel  No.  4,  arching 1,  700 

Waste  weir  No.  2 1,  421 

Gate-house,  receiving  reservoir 303 

Distributing  reservoir 30»  499 

Structures  about  distributing  reservoir 20,  688 
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High  service  reservoir $8>  190 

Lands  and  law  expenses 19,  350 

Engineering,  superintendence  and  repairs 20,  015 

Contingencies*  10  per  cent 20,  000 


220,  008 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  Potomac  dam  is  estimated  as  extending  to  Conn's 
island,  or  across  the  Maryland  channel  only.  The  reasons  for  this  are  given  in 
a  special  report  on  the  subject  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A. 

Sumtnary  of  appraprtatums  and  expenditures. 

Appropriations  of  1853 $100,  000  00 

"  1854  (none.) 

1855 250,  000  00 

*'  1856  for  existing  liabilities,  and  to  preserve 

the  work  already  done  from  injury 250,  000  00 

1857 1,  000,  000  00 

1858 800,  000  00 

1859  (none.) 

1860 500,  000  00 


Total  appropriation 2,  900,  000  00 

Expended  to  September  30,  1853 814,  986  70 

1854 83,620  41 

1855 103,602  36 

1856 153,156  08, 

1857 220  209  19 

1858 1,182,292  81 

1859 642,130  40 

1860 24,725  37 

1861  (none.) 

t^y  General  Benham $98,  345  11 

By  lieutenant  Morton 55,  441  40 

By  General  Meigs 81,  802  61 

235,589  12 

Expended  to  June  17,  1862 15,  520  09 

2,  675,  832  53? 

Amoont  transferred  to  the  Interior  Department 224, 167  47 

To  which  must  be  added  the  amount  of  certain  bills  in  favor 
of  the  aqueduct,  also  transferred 3,  444  85 

Total  amount  transferred 227,  612  32^ 

Expended  from  June  17  to  September  30,  1862 9,  215  80- 

On  hand  October  1, 1862 218,  396  52 

Probable  amount  to  be  expended  to  June  30,  1863 218,  396  52 


Amoont  required  for  superintendence  and  repair  of  tbe  finished 

aqnednct  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864 810,  000  00 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  R.  BUTTON, 
Superintendent  and  Chief  Engineer. 
Hon.  Calbb  B.  Smith, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
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A. 

Office  of  the  Washington  Aqueduct, 

November  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  jour  request  to  ascertain  if  the  cost  of  completing 
the  aqueduct  could  be  made  to  come  within  the  amount  already  appropriated,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report : 

That  the  only  work,  upon  which  any  considerable  saving  can  be  effected  \% 
the  dam  at  the  Great  Falls. 

The  construction  of  a  dam  entirely  across  the  river  to  the  Virginia  shore  ifl 
necessary  to  divert  into  the  aqueduct  the  whole  quantity  which  it  was  intended 
to  supply.  But  this  amount  ( 68,000,000  gallons  per  day)  being  very  much  in 
excess  of  the  present  wants  of  the  government  and  the  two  cities,  the  subject 
has  been  re-examined  with  a  view  to  the  present  introduction  of  a  smaller  quan- 
tity knd  at  less  cost,  on  a  plan  which  will  still  permit  the  works  to  be  made 
available  to  their  full  extent  whenever  it  may  be  necessary. 

A  supply  of  40,000,000  gallons  per  day,  which  will  be  more  than  sufficient 
for  many  years,  will  be  afforded  by  the  conduit  running  five  feet  deep,  and  thi^ 
depth  can  be  obtained  by  a  dam  across  the  Maryland  channel  only,  having  iti^ 
western  abutment  on  Conn's  island.  The  quantity  of  water  flowing  in  this 
channel  during  the  excessively  dry  weather  of  September  was  ascertained  to  he 
about  9,000,000  gallons  per  day  at  a  time  when  the  river  was  lower  than  it  had 
been  for  many  years.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  and  in  ordinary  sea- 
sons the  flow  is  much  larger,  quite  as  much  indeed  as  would  be  needed ;  and 
the  full  quantity  mentioned  above  can  be  provided  for  all  seasons  at  trifling 
expense  by  enlarging  the  channel  near  the  head  of  the  island. 

Having  ascertained  that  a  good  supply  could  be  obtained  in  this  manner,  and 
the  balance  of  appropriation  on  hand  being  insufficient  for  the  completion  of 
the  entire  dam,  it  was  determined  to  construct  at  present  only  the  portion  ex- 
tending to  the  island ;  the  remainder  to  be  built  whenever  Congress  shall  ap« 
propriate  the  necessary  amount,  either  at  the  approaching  session,  or  when  the 
fiill  supply  of  water  may  be  required. 

It  is  essential,  however,  to  the  success  of  this  partial  plan,  that  the  style  of 
the  work  should  be  changed  so  far  as  to  execute  in  masonry,  instead  of  looe^e 
stone,  the  portion  to  be  built.  When  the  supply  of  water  is  small  we  must  be 
able  to  take  the  whole  of  it. 

The  completion  of  the  entire  dam  on  the  plan  originally  contemplated  will 
require  a  further  appropriation  of  $60,000. 

All  which  is  respectiully  submitted. 

WM.  R.  HUTTON, 
Chief  Engineer  and  Superintendent, 

Hon.  Caleb  B.  Smith, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
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AND 
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OPTHB 
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Officers  of  the  Government  Hospital  for  ike  Insane. 

VISITORS. 

1.  Eev.  P.  D.  OuRLBY,  D.  D.,  President  of  the  Board. 

2.  Jacob  Oidbon,  Esq. 

3.  William  Whblan,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  N. 

4.  Robert  C.  Wood,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  A. 

5.  John  B.  Blake,  M.  D. 

6.  Richard  Wallach,  Esq. 

7.  Hbnry  Addison,  Esq. 

8.  William  Gunton,  Esq. 

9.  Samuel  McKbnny,  Esq. 

medical  officers. 

C.  H.  NicHoiiS,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Superintendent  and  ex  officio  Secretary  of 
tie  Board. 
Bbla  N-  Stevbns,  a.  H.,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Physician. 
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OOVBRNMBNT  HOSPITAL  FOR  THB  InSANB, 

October  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved  March  3, 
1855,  organizing  this  institution,  we  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  yon  our  seventh 
.annual  report. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  house  on  the  30th  of  June,  1861,  was  : 

From  the  army,  white  males 25 

From  the  navy,  white  males 10 

From  the  navy,  colored  males 1 

—  11 
From  the  revenue  cutter  service,  white  male 1 

—    37 

From  civil  life,  white  males 62 

From  civil  life,  white  females 56 

—  118 

From  civil  life,  colored  males 5 

From  civil  life,  colored  females 16 

—  21 
139 

From  the  Soldiers'  Home,  white  males 4 

Males,  108;  females,  72.    Total 180 


The  number  of  admissions  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  was : 

From  the  army,  white  males 139 

From  the  navy,  white  males 15 

—  164 

From  civil  life,  white  males 14 

From  civil  life,  white  females 8 

—  22 

From  civil  life,  colored  males 4 

From  civil  life,  colored  females 4 

—  8 
30 

From  Soldiers'  Home,  white  male 1 

Males,  173;  females,  12.    Total 185 


The  number  of  patients  in  the  course  of  the  year  1861-'62,  was : 

From  the  army,  white  males 164 

From  the  navy,  white  males 25 

From  the  navy,  colored  male 1 

—  26 
From  the  revenue  cutter  service,  white  male 1 

—  191 

From  civil  life,  white  males 76 

From  civil  life,  white  females 64 

—  140 
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From  civil  life,  colored  males 9 

From  civil  life,  colored  females ^ 20 

—  29 
169 

Prom  Soldiers'  Home,  white  males 5 

Males,  281 ;  females,  84.     Total 365 

There  was  no  discharge  and  readmission  of  the  same  person  in  the  coarse  of 
the  jear.    The  number  of  persons  and  cases  treated  was  therefore  equal. 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  in  the  course  of  the  year  ending  June  30» 
IS62,  was : 

■ 

Recovered,  from  the  armj,  white  nudes 72 

Recovered,  from  the  navy,  white  males 8 

Recovered,  from  the  revenue  cutter  service,  white  nude 1 

—  81 

Recovered,  from  civil  life,  white  males 10 

Recovered,  from  civil  life,  white  females 7 

—  17 

Recovered,  from  civil  life,  colored  male 1 

Recovered,  from  civil  life,  colored  female 1 

—  2 

—  19 
Recovered,  from  the  Soldiers'  Home,  white  males 3 

—  103 

Improved,  from  the  army,  white  males 6 

Improved,  from  the  navy,  white  male 1 

—  7 

Improved,  from  civil  life,  white  males 8 

Improved,  from  civil  life,  white  female 1 

—  9 

—  16 
Died,  from  the  army,  white  males 11 

Died,  from  the  navy,  white  males 2 

—  13 
Died,  from  civil  life,  white  males 6 

Died,  from  civil  life,  white  females 7 

—  13 

Died,  from  civil  life,  ooloredmales 4 

Died,  from  civil  life,  colored  females 3 

—  7 

—  20 
Died,  from  the  Soldiers'  Home,  white  male 1 

—  34 

Males,  134;  females,  19.     Total 153 


The  number  of  patients  remaining  in  the  house  on  the  30th  of  June,  1862, 
was: 

From  the  army,  white  males 75 

From  the  navy,  white  nudes 14 

From  the  navy,  colored  male 1 

—     15 

—    90 


120 


REPOHT   OF   THE   8ECRETABT   OF    THE   INTERIOR. 


From  civil  life,  white  males 52 

From  civil  life,  white  females 49 

—  101 

From  civil  life,  colored  males 4 

From  civil  life,  colored  females 16 

—  20 
121 

From  the  Soldiers'  Home,  white  male 1 

Males,  147 ;  females,  65.     Total 212 


The  following  table  expresses,  as  nearly  as  we  are  able,  the  mental  and  physi- 
cal condition  and  the  duration  of  the  disease  at  the  time  of  death  of  those  who 
died  in  the  coarse  of  the  year : 


Physical  condition. 


Chronic,  organic,  or  functional 
degeneration  of  the  hrain, 
irregular    in    character    and 

extent 

Ditto,  with  epilepsy 

Ditto,  with  serous  apoplexy 

Ditto,  with  dysentery 

Ditto,  with  chorea 

Ditto,  with  patalym  generdU 

Ditto,  with  marasmus 

Ditto,  with  hematemesis 

Ditto,  with  abscess  of  brain 

Ditto,  with  atrophy  of  heart 

Ditto,  with  fracture  neck  of  femur 
Ditto,  with  exhaustion  mania. .. 
Typhoid  fever,  in  a  low  stage  of 
which  they  were  admitted 

Total 


o 
2; 


6 
10 
3 
3 
2 
i 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


34 


Mental  condition. 


Febrile  mania.... 
Periodical  mania  . 
Chronic  mania  ... 
Acute  dementia  .. 
Chronic  dementia. 
Senile  dementia  .. 


Total. 


S 


o 

SB 


3 
1 
1 
2 
26 
1 


34 


Duration  of  men- 
tal disease. 


2 


month  . 

months. 

months. 

year  -  . . 

years. . . 

years... 

years... 

years... 
8  years.., 
12  years.. 
15  years.. 
17  years.. 


1 
3 
6 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


0 

4 

S 
6 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 


Total. 


34 


The  next  table  shows  the  length  of  time  the  persons  received  into  the  instita- 
tion  in  the  course  of  the  year  had  been  insane  at  the  time  of  admission : 

Three  months,  from  the  army,  white  males 135 

Three  months,  from  the  navy,  white  males 14 

Three  months,  from  civil  life,  white  males 8 

Three  months,  from  civil  life,  white  females 4 

Three  months,  frY)m  civil  life,  colored  males 2 

Three  months,  from  civil  life,  colored  females 3 

Three  months,  from  the  Soldiers'  Home,  white  male 1 

167 

Six  months,  frt)m  civil  life,  white  male 1 

Six  months,  frt)m  dvil  life,  colored  male 1 

2 

One  year,  from  the  army,  white  males 4 

One  year,  from  the  navy,  white  male 1 
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One  year,  from  civil  life,  white  nude .'....       1 

One  year,  from  civil  life,  colored  male 1 

7 

Two  years,  fiH>m  civil  life,  white  male 1 

Two  yean,  from  civil  life,  white  female 1 

2 

Three  years,  from  civil  life,  white  female 1 

Six  years,  from  civil  life,  white  males 2 

Ten  years,  frt)m  civil  life,  white  male 1 

Ten  years,  fix)m  civil  life,  white  female 1 

2 

Fifteen  years,  from  civil  life,  white  female 1 

Fifteen  years,  from  civil  life,  colored  female 1 


185 


This  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  time  of  life  at  which  the  624  persons 
treated,  since  the  opening  of  the  institution,  became  insane.: 


Under  10  years 12 

Between  10  and  15  years 6 

Between  15  and  20  years 30 

Between  20  and  25  years 105 

Between  25  and  30  years 173 

Between  30  and  35  years 103 

Between  35  and  40  years 76 

Between  40  and  45  years 33 

And  the  following  table  shows  their  nativity : 

NATIVE   BORN. 

District  of  Columbia 125 

Maryland 61 

Virginia 46 

New  York 27 

Pennsylvania    23 

MsMachusetts 12 

Maine 9 

Ohio 6 

New  Hampshire 3 

Vennont 2 

Tennessee 2 

Rhode  Island 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Georgia 

Connecticut 

Wisconsin 

Kentncky 

North  Carolina 

Choctaw  Nation 

New  Jersey 

Mififloari 

Alabama 

Mississippi .... 

329 


Between  45  and  50  years 30 

Between  50  and  60  years 20 

Between  60  and  70  years 13 

Between  70  and  80  years 10 

Unknown 13 


624 


FOREIGN    BORN. 

Ireland 167 

Germany 55 

England 10 

France 8 

Scotland 5 

Russia 3 

Spain 2 

Sweden "^ 

Poland 2 

Canada  

Austria 

Buenos  Ayres 

Costa  Rica 

Nova  Scotia 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Sicily 

Unknown 33 


295 


624 
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The  form  of  disease  under  which  the  patients,  received  since  the  house  was 
opened,  labored  at  the  time  of  admission,  is  next  shown. 

Gases  of  not  more  than  one  year's  standing  are  classed  as  acute,  all  others  as 
ckronic. 

Mania. 

Acute,  simple 266 

Acute,  epileptic 7 

Acute,  paralytic 3 

Acute,  nomicidal 2 

Acute,  hysterical 2 

Acute,  puerperal 4 

Acute,  suicidal 1 

Acute,  erotic 1 

Acute,  febrile* 5 

291 

Chronic,  simple 59 

Chronic,  epileptic 3 

Chronic,  paralytic 2 

Chronic,  puerperal 4 

Chronic,  periodical 3 

71 

Monomania, 

Acute,  simple 3 

Chronic,  simple 14 


Melancholia. 

Acute,  simple 40 

Acute,  suicidal 1 

Chronic,  simple 25 


17 


66 


33 


Dementia* 

Acute,  simple 31 

'Acute,  epileptic 1 

Acute,  paralytic 1 

Chronic,  simple 123 

Chronic,  general  paralysis 1 

Chronic,  epileptic 24 

oTwo  of  these  cases  were,  ia  the  report  for  1860-'61,  styled  **mamaea2  ddkrium*'  in  the 
table  showing  the  condition  at  the  time  of  death  of  those  who  died,  and  $mpU  aaUe  mania 
in  the  table  corresponding  with  this.  We  have  ventured  to  add  this  sub-class  to  those  pre- 
viously reported,  because  it  renders  the  tables  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph  mon' 
consistent  with  each  other,  and  we  think  a  more  clear  and  just  conception  of  the  real  8tate 
of  the  cases  intended  to  be  included  in  it  is  conveyed  by  aMxing  the  qualifying  term  /ebnle 
to  a  primary  form  of  mental  derangement,  than  by  continuing  the  use  uf  terms  «hich  afford 
no  knowledge  of  the  physical  condition,  and  but  an  indefinite  one  of  the  state  of  the  mind. 
These  cases  of  febrile  mania  were  all  laboring  under  idiopathic  fever  at  the  time  of  ad  mis* 
sion.  That  is  certain.  Whether  the  mental  disturbance  was  of  that  prolonged  and  inde- 
pendent character  which  is  termed  insanity  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  decide,  inasmuclias 
all  the  cases  now  reported  under  this  head  died  either  from  the  fever  with  which  they  were 
admitted,  or  its  ttqwdoi.  Had  they  recovered  from  the  fever  we  think  the  mental  would 
have  outlasted  the  physical  disorder,  as,  in  the  experience  of  the  writer,  it  has  often  doue 
in  cases  which  were  similar,  in  every  feature,  except  in  duration  and  event. 
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Chronic,  paraljtic 9 

Obronic,  senile 7 

164 

Whole  number  of  cases  treated 642 

Number  of  readnuBsionB 18 

Nrnnber  of  persons  treated 624 

There  were  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  year,  of  independent  or   pay  pa- 
tients     18  males,  5  females  23 

Receired  during  tbe  year 8     "        0       "  8 

Total 26     "        5       "  31 

Diiicharged  during  tbe  year 17     "        1       "  18 

Remaining  at  tbe  end  of  tbe  year 9     "        4       "  13 

Public  patients  at  tbe  end  of  the  year,  from  tbe  army 76 

Public  patients  at  tbe  end  of  tbe  year,  from  tbe  navy 15 

Public  patients  at  the  end  of  tbe  year,  from  civil  life 108 

212 


We  present  no  table  of  assigned  causes  of  insanity,  because  tbe  medical  officers 
<^f  the  army,  which,  it  will  be  seen,  furnished  three-fourths  of  tbe  admissions  during 
the  jear  1861— *62,  almost  uniformly  disobey  that  article  of  the  regulations  which 
mfuires  that  a  ''history  of  the  cases"  should  be  sent  with  insane  soldiers,  and 
tbe  person,  conomonly  a  soldier,  detailed  to  accompany  an  insane  comrade  to  the 
hospital,  has  usuallv  been  as  unacquainted  with  the  history  of  the  mental  dis- 
order under  which  his  charge  labored,  as  is  a  trooper  with  the  past  history  of 
the  horse  that  is  allotted  him  by  bis  quartermaster. 

It  is  certain  that  the  case  is  in  most  instances  recent,  and  we  in  time  learn 
the  leading  circumstances  of  the  man's  civil  history,  either  from  the  patient  him- 
wlf  or  from  bis  relatives. 

We  do  not,  however,  regard  as  uninteresting  or  unimportant  the  tables  of  as- 
nped  causes  of  mental  derangement  which  we  find  in  the  report  of  many  of  our 
State  institutions  for  tbe  insane.  Those  tables,  if  they  do  not  always  express 
•U  the  circumstances,  nor  even  tbe  most  important  one  which  culminated  in  in- 
•^ity,  do,  it  seems  to  us,  throw  much  interesting  light,  both  upon  the  history 
And  habits  of  the  individual,  and  upon  the  religious,  social,  and  industrial  habits 
«nd  tendencies  of  communities.  They  also  reveal  the  topographical  and  climatic 
influences  which  so  sensibly  affect  the  positive  health  and  pathological  tendcn- 
cift*  of  settled  populations. 

The  preceding  is  a  history  of  the  institution  for  the  year  1861-'62,  presented 
m  %  tabular  form  as  usual.  Those  tables  which  are  purely  arithmetical,  such 
w  those  stating  tbe  number  of  tbe  admissions  of  persons  from  each  of  tbe  several 
clw^es  received,  tbe  discbarges  and  the  deaths,  are  absolutely  correct,  and  have 
ill  the  value  that  belongs  to  such  information ;  but  it  is  not  claimed  for  those 
tables  which  express  the  opinions  of  ourselves  or  others  in  an  arithmetical  form, 
I'uch  as  the  nnmber  of  recoveries  and  tbe  condition  in  which  death  took  place, 
that  they  are  more  than  approximations  to  the  absolute  truth.  The  degree  of 
>Qch  approximation,  and  the  value  of  such  information  in  solving  the  problems 
"f  life  and  disease,  will,  of  course,  depend  upon  the  judgment  and  honesty  of 
th**  per^n  or  persons  whose  opinions  are  thus  expressed. 

In  tbe  cases  before  us  we  have  honestly  endeavored  to  express  the  truth  as 
It  ^tood  in  our  own  minds.     Several  patients,  whose  condition  was  more  doubt- 
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ful  than  the  rest,  though  reported  well  when  discharged,  have  been  carried  into 
the  column  of  the  improved  in  making  up  this  report,  and  we  believe  that  all 
those  classed  among  the  recoveries  had  reached  their  respective  normal  condi- 
tions of  mind  and  health. 

The  usefulness,  then,  of  the  institution  during  the  past  year  is  indicated  by 
the  tabular  statements  already  given  of  the  movements  of  the  personnel  of  the 
household;  \t^ progress,  by  comparing  the  past  with  the  immediately  preceding 
year,  which  shows  that  the  admissions  in  1861-'62  were  nearly  and  the  recovt^ 
ries  more  than  double  those,  respectively,  of  1860-'61.  The  general  health  of 
the  household  has  been  at  all  times  good.  The  recoveries  were  67-h  per  wnt.. 
and  the  deaths  22+  per  cent,  of  the  discharges,  including  deaths.  Tliei»e  arr 
thought  to  be  highly  favorable  ratios,  when  the  fact  is  considered  that  the  in- 
sanity in  a  large  proportion  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (139)  cashes 
received  from  the  army  was  occasioned  by  a  combination  of  cetiological  agen- 
cies which,  operating  upon  susceptible  constitutions,  had  greatly  depressed  tb*» 
vital  powers,  or  given  rise  to  active  bodily  disease. 

Hydraulic  works,  includuig  the  erection  of  a  substantial  stone  and  brick  pomp 
and  boiler  house  and  smoke  stack  at  the  river;  the  remodelling  and  setting  uf 
two  old  boilers  on  hand ;  the  purchase,  modification  to  suit  the  great  height  to 
which  the  water  had  to  be  raised,  and  setting  of  a  first  class  No.  7  Woodward 
8t«am  pump;  the  purchase  and  laying  of  two  thousand  feet  of  6-inch  heavy  \ro\\ 
pipe,  and  two  Meigs's  combined  hydrants  and  hose  plugs,  and  one  Thompi«ouV 
separate  hose  plug,  have  been  established  in  the  course  of  the  year  under  review 
for  raising  water  from  the  Anacostia  river  to  the  iron  tanks  in  the  attics  of  thr 
hospital  edihce,  at  a  cost  of  about  three  thousand  dollars,  ($3,000,)  which  ha^ 
been  defrayed  from  the  moneys  received  for  the  support  of  the  institution. 
These  works  are  in  every  part  strong  and  durable,  and  will  raise,  with  all  ease, 
six  thousand  (6,000)  imperial  gallons  of  water  an  hour,  through  two  thoiL9and 
(2,000)  running  feet  of  6-inch  pipe,  which  rises  from  the  foot  valve  in  the  rivtT 
to  the  points  of  discharge  into  the  tanks,  two  hundred  and  twenty  (220)  feet,  or 
against  a  pressure  of  nearly  one  hundred  (100)  pounos  to  the  square  inch. 

The  previous  source  of  supply  was  a  spring  of  most  excellent  water,  which 
furnished  an  average  of  about  twelve  thousand  (12,000)  gallons  in  twenty-four 
(24)  hours.  This  amount  of  water,  though  inadequate,  met  most  of  the  presiding 
wants  of  the  hospital,  till  our  household  proper  became  suddenly  increased  by 
the  war,  and  we  had  connected  to  the  establishment  two  temporary  general 
hospitals  containing  together  three  hundred  (300)  beds.  Then  the  old  supply 
seemed  only  to  mock  our  needs,  and  the  necessity  for  greatly  increasing  it  be- 
came immediate  and  absolute,  both  on  account  of  the  health  and  comfoil  of  the 
patients  and  the  safety  of  the  buildings. 

The  vast  amount  of  water  needed  will  be  understood  when  it  is  stated  that  it  i* 
required  daily  for  cooking  for  a  household  altogether  of  upwards  of  six  hundred 
(600)  persons;  for  the  personal  ablutions  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  (550)  invalids; 
for  cleansing  thirty-five  (35)  water-closets;  for  cooling  and  washing  the  gas  as  it  ir 
made;  for  making  steam  in  a  forty  (40)  horse  boiler;  for  washing  from  (2.000 
to  2,500)  two  thousand  to  twenty-five  hundred  dozen  garments  each  week ;  in 
part  for  the  use  of  fifty  (50)  horses,  oxen,  and  cows,  and  one  hundred  (100) 
hogs,  and  for  the  heating  apparatus  in  winter.  Having  felt  the  danger  and  in- 
convenience which  attend  the  want  of  it,  we  think  that  the  power  to  comman^^. 
at  all  times  and  in  every  emergency,  all  the  water  that  can  possibly  be  needed,  \^ 
to-day  more  highly  appreciated  by  our  whole  houseliold,  and  especially  by  tho:»p 
who  are  and  feel  responsible  for  its  health  and  safety,  tJiau  all  the  other  special 
comforts  and  facilities  of  the  establishment. 

The  general  and  quarantine  naval  hospitals,  with  seventy  (70)  beds,  in  char^* 
of  Surgeon  N.  Pinkney,  of  the  navy,  and  the  general  army  hospital,  with  two 
hundred  and  fifty  (250)  beds,  in  charge  of  the  medical  ofBcf'rs  of  the  govemmeat 
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hospital  for  the  insane,  both  of  which  were  noticed  in  our  last  report,  have  been 
in  sQcee&efal  operation  during  all  the  past  year. 

The  farm  and  garden  of  the  hospital  steadily  improve  in  productiveness,  and 
continae  to  afford  a  large  field  for  the  appropriate  occupation  of  the  insane. 
One  thousand  cords  of  stable  manure  have,  during  the  past  year,  been  drawn 
horn  town,  and  about  the  same  amount  made  in  the  stables  of  the  hospital,  and 
wc  are  at  this  time  engaged  in  attaching  the  proper  pumps  to  one  of  our  engines 
and  in  laying  the  requisite  pipe  to  raise  all  the  drainage  of  the  house,  stable, 
and  laondry,  and  distribute  it  over  the  fields  under  cultivation.  We  hope  to  be 
able  in  our  next,  or  some  future  report,  to  state  the  results  of  a  thorough  system 
of  iuigadon  with  liquid  manures. 

For  the  support  of  the  hospital  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864, 
Vf  wtimate  that  fifty  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($50,500)  will  be  needed, 
tDd  recommend  that  that  sum  be  asked  of  Congress.  At  a  cost  of  two  hundred 
dollars  ($200)  which  has  been  the  basis  of  all  former  estimates  for  the  board, 
clothing,  medicines,  medical  attendance  and  nursing,  of  each  patient  for  an  en- 
tire year,  the  estimate  we  submit  provides,  besides  $500  for  books  and  incidental 
expenses,  for  the  maintenance  of  an  average  through  the  year  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  (250)  patients,  which  is  the  exact  number  in  the  house  supported  by 
the  government  at  the  actual  date  of  this  writing — ^November  1,  1862 — though 
it  will  be  seven  (7)  months  before  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  in  question. 
There  were  two  hundred  and  twelve  (212)  public  and  private  patients  in  the 
houise  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  there  are  now  of  both 
chfH^B  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  (258)  inmates,  which  is  an  uicrease  of  more 
than  21  per  cent,  in  five  (5)  months.  Should  the  rate  of  increase  continue  the 
«UDe  for  the  next  thirteen  (13)  months,  or  to  the  middle  of  the  next  fiscal  year, 
whin  the  average  of  that  year  should  be  reached,  we  should  then  have  under 
Inanncnl  no  less  than  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  (331)  patients,  more  than 
ihnie  hundred  (300)  of  whom  would  probably  be  chargeable  to  the  government. 
We  earnestly  hope  that  the  deplorable  war  the  government  is  still  compelled  to 
wag<»  will  cease  in  less  than  a  twelve-month,  and  with  it  the  occasion  for  the 
Immenee  army  which  so  rapidly  multiplies  the  inmates  of  the  institution  under 
our  charge ;  but  no  contingency  that  we  can  anticipate  seems  to  us  at  all  likely 
to  reduce  the  number  of  them  below  that  we  are  now  struggling  to  maintain 
with  really  inadequate  means. 


Claftified  abstract  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  hospital  during  the 

year  ending  June  30,  1862. 


RBCBIPTS. 


Wived  balance  from  last  year $463  49 

Received  allowance  of  previously  disallowed  item,  of 25  94 

R^eived  firom  United  States  treasury 40.  500  00 

Received  from  private  patients 4,  596  83 

Received  from  naval  hospital 3,  971  94 

Received  from  Colonel  D.  H.  Rucker,  for  cargo  of  coal  seized  for 

iwe  of  the  United  States  army 559  00 

R*lance  due  the  superintendent  from  the  United  States 1, 653  66 

51,  770  86 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Expended  for  flour S2,  470  92 

meats,  including  hams 4,  971  68 

butter 3,  646  50 

groceries  and  ice 8,  220  35 

potatoes 321  58 

fuel  and  lights 4,  230   18 

dry  goods 2,  948  62 

furniture,  glass,  china,  hardware 1,  752  86 

medicines  and  liquors 706  61 

boots,  shoes,  hats,  caps  and  clothing,  ordered  ....  804  14 

farming  implements,  seeds,  manure,  &c 1,  131   04 

hay,  oats,  straw,  &c.,  for  feed 1,  100  12 

horse  and  ox  shoeing    1 18  55 

repairs  and  improvements 2,  929  09 

stock 300  00 

repairs  to  wagons,  carriages,  and  harnesses 524  00 

postage 54  22 

salaries  and  wages 13,  095   44 

books,  stationery,  and  printing 479  98 

freights  . . .' 1, 115  62 

eloped  patients    5  00 

money  returned  to  private  patients 336  83 

miscellaneous 507  53 


51,770  86 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  receipts  from  all  sources  last  year  amounted  to 
$50,117  20,  and  the  expenditures  to  $51,770  86,  which  left  a  balance  due  to 
the  superintendent  and  disbursing  agent  of  $1,653  66.  We  hope,  by  the  prac- 
tice of  the  most  rigid  economy  through  the  current  year,  to  remove  that  indebt- 
edness occasioned  by  the  extraordinary  expenditures  for  an  additional  supply 
of  water,  and  do  not  present  it  as  a  deficiency. 

We  have  to  record  the  decease  since  the  preparation  of  the  last  annual  report 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Bohrer,  a  member  of  this  board  from  its  organization  in  1855 
to  the  day  of  his  death,  and  its  first  president.  Dr.  Bohrer's  venerable  age,  hiai 
learning,  high  character,  and  personal  courtesy,  rendered  him  a  much-re8pcct(*d 
and  instructive  associate,  whose  loss  we,  as  a  board,  sincerely  feel  and  lament. 
His  death  is  also  felt  by  the  institution  under  our  care,  whose  usefulness  to  the 
afflicted  class  of  our  fellow  beings,  for  whose  especial  benefit  it  was  established 
by  a  liberal  and  beneficent  government,  he  zealously  endeavored  to  promote  by 
every  suitable  means  in  his  power. 

Dr.  Stevens,  the  assistant  physician,  has  been  devoted  and  efficient  in  the 
discharge  of  the  varied  and  responsible  duties  assigned  him  during  the  past 
year  of  very  extraordinary  care  and  labor. 

Mr.  Kellogg,  the  clerk  of  the  hospital,  and  most  of  the  other  assistants,  at- 
tendants and  servants,  deserve  mention  for  industry,  kindness  to  the  patients, 
and  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  the  institution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  D.  GURLEY,  President. 
C.  H.  NICHOLS.  Secretary. 

Hon.  Caleb  B.  Smith, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Near  Washington,  D.  C,  October  1,  1862. 

SiB:  At  the  second  session  of  the  thirty-seventh  Congress,  besides  an  ap- 
proprUtion  for  the  support  of  the  hospital,  there  were  appropriated — 

''  For  finishing,  furnishing,  heating,  and  lighting  of  additional  accommodations 
in  the  east  wing,  five  thousand  dollars,  ($5,000 ;")  and 

**For  improvements  of  the  grounds  about  the  hospital  and  farms,  two  thousand 
doIUre.  ($2,000.") 

These  two  small  appropriations  are  not  yet  wholly  expended,  though  work 
has  been  going  on  under  both  of  them  most  of  the  time  since  the  beginning  of 
the  current  fiscal  year.  It  has  been  my  effort,  in  preparing  additional  accom- 
modations for  the  insane  in  the  east  wing,  to  avoid  any  abridgment  of  the  room 
temporarily  aUotted  to  sick  and  wounded  soldiers ;  and  in  improving  the  grounds, 
the  effbrt  has  been  made  to  do  most  of  the  work  with  the  farm  hands  and  teams 
in  the  intervals  between  the  seeding,  cultivation,  and  gathering  of  crops.  That 
these  efforts  have  been  successful,  is  shown,  perhaps,  by  the  fact  that  the 
accommodations  for  the  sick  of  the  army  were  increased  one-fourth  in  the  course 
of  the  last  sunmier,  partly  by  devoting  additional  room  in  the  hospital  edifice 
to  the  soldiers,  and  partly  by  pitching  some  hospital  tents  in  the  grounds  for  the 
shelter  of  convalescents,  and  that  the  farm  was  more  thoroughly  cultivated  and 
more  prodactive  than  ever  before,  with  rather  less  than  the  average  amount  of 
hired  labor. 

1  respectfully  recommend  that  five  thousand  dollars,  (85,000,)  the  same  small 
^um  that  was  asked  and  granted  last  year,  be  again  asked  to  enable  the  super- 
intendent to  continue  to  fit  up  and  put  in  fiill  readiness  for  occupancy  the  new 
parts  of  the  house,  as  they  are  required  for  the  accommodation  of  the  insane. 

1  aleo  reconunend  that  two  thousand  dollars  ($2,000)  be  asked  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  machine  room,  and  for  machinery  therefor.  The  room  and  appliances 
in  view  are  required  both  to  facilitate  the  necessary  repairs  and  improvements 
in  and  about  the  institution,  and  to  meet  a  pressing  need  of  room  and  means  to 
tmjploy  the  inmates  of  the  hospital  in  inclement  weather. 

The  recommendation  of  an  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000) 
for  tlie  continuation  of  the  wall  enclosing  the  grounds  has  been  approved  both 
t'V  yonr  predecessor  and  yourself,  but  the  item  was  thrown  out  both  years  by 
I  ho  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  it  was  not  thought  expedient  in  the 
*tate  of  the  country  and  treasury  to  ask  Congress  to  overrule  the  decision  of 
■h(*  committee.  Having  confidence  in  the  public  spirit  and  liberality  of  the 
rr>Qimittee,  I  really  think  it  would  not  have  refused  this  appropmtion  had  it 
understood  the  importance  of  the  completion  of  the  wall  to  the  convenience  and 
Q'^'fidness  of  the  institution  whose  character  and  functions  I  am  sure  they  duly 
appreciate. 

The  incompletion  of  the  wall  abridges  the  practical  liberty  of  the  inmates  of 
thf  hoepital,  and  renders  what  liberty  is  necessarily  allowed  a  greater  or  less 
publicity,  which  is  painful  to  every  proper  sensibility.  Besides,  the  oflicers 
*hf/i«e  time  and  energies  are  all  required  in  more  legitimate  channels,  are  con- 
■^^antlj  harassed  by  the  liability  to  escapes,  which  are  inevitably  somewhat 
fr»*Quent. 

f  again  recommend  this  appropriation,  and  if  it  be  approved  by  you,  indulge 
the  hope  that  Congress  will  not  again  refuse  it. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  NICHOLS, 
Superintendent  of  Construction, 

Hon.  Calbb  B.  Smith, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
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REPORT 


or 


THE   COLUMBIA  INSTITUTION 

FOB 

THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB  AND  THE  BLIND. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


Patron* — ^Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 

President, — Hon.  Amos  Kendall. 

Secretary, — ^William  Sticknby. 

Treasurer, — George  W.  Riggs,  Jr. 

Directors, — William  H.  Eoes,  Jambs  0.  McGuire,  Judson  Mitchell. 

David  A.  Hall,  Rev.  Byron  Sunderland,  D.  D. 
Superintendent, — Edward  M.  Gallaudet,  M.  A. 
Instructors  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. — Jambs  Denison,  P.  B.,  Melville 

Ballard,  Peter  Baumgras. 
Instructress  of  the  Blind, — Miss  Mary  T.  G.  Gordon. 
Attending  Physician, — ^N.  S.  Lincoln,  M.  D. 
Matron, — Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Gallaudet. 
Assistant  Matron. — Mrs.  Sophia  G.  Hunter. 
Master  of  the  Cabinet  Shop. — John  R.  Wright. 


Columbia  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and 

Dumb  and  the  Blind,  November  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  the  progress  of  this  institution  during  the 
year  ending  with  the  30th  June,  1862. 

The  number  of  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  pupils  receiving  instruction  on 

the  Ist  of  July,  1861,  was ._. 35 

Received  during  the  last  year 6 

Total 41 

Left  during  the  year 3 

Remaining  on  the  Ist  July,  1862 3S 

Of  these  6  were  blind,  and  32  deaf  and  dumb. 

There  has  been  no  death  among  the  pupils  of  the  institution  since  its  estab- 
lishment. 
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The  ordinaiy  receipts  and  expenditnrea  of  the  infititution  were,  during  the 
last  year,  as  follows,  viz : 

Received,  as  per  treaanrer's  accoont,  marked  A,  attached  to  this  re- 
port, from  private  subscriptions $400  00 

Received  from  United  States  for  maintenance  and  tuition  of  pupils.  3,  746  60 

Received  from  same  for  salaries  and  incidental  expenses 3,  000  00 

Received  from  the  State  of  Maryland 1,  530  93 

Received  from  paying  pupils 17/>  29 

Received  for  stove  sold 10  67 

8,863  49 

Expended,  as  per  treasurer's  account 20  18 

Expended,  as  per  superintendent's  account 8,  588  39 

Total 8,  608  57 


For  details  of  expenditures  see  treasurer's  account,  aforesaid,  and  superin- 
tendent'ts  account,  marked  B  1. 

The  terms  on  which  the  funds  of  the  Washington  Manual  Labor  School  and 
Male  Orphan  Asylum  were  turned  over  to  this  institution  require  that  they  shall 
be  accounted  for  separately. 

Happy  to  have  some  means,  however  limited,  to  instruct  a  portion  of  our 
pnpild  in  some  kind  of  manual  labor,  without  which  their  mental  culture  will  be 
comparatively  of  little  use  to  them,  the  board  of  directors  directed  the  superin- 
tendent to  establish  a  shop  and  employ  a  competent  teacher  to  instruct  such  of 
the  male  pupils  as  could  be  accommodated  and  showed  an  aptitude  to  learn  the 
art  and  trade  of  cabinet-making.  He  accordingly  rented  a  building  near  the  in- 
stitution, and  successfully  carried  into  effect  the  instructions  of  the  board. 

The  treasurer's  account,  marked  C,  shows  that  the  cash  which  originally 
came  into  his  hands  amounted  to  $623  48,  of  which  $600  were  invested  in 
United  States  treasury  notes,  which  were  afterwards  sold  at  an  advance,  and  the 
proceeds,  with  other  smaller  sums,  amounting  in  all  to  $764  23,  were,  with  the 
exception  of  $14  23,  turned  over  to  the  superintendent. 

The  superintendent's  account,  marked  B  2,  shows  for  what  objects  this 
money  was  expended. 

It  vill  be  seen  by  the  treasurer's  account  that  $129  90  had  been  received  into 
the  treasury  on  account  of  the  shop,  which,  however,  had  been  returned  into 
the  bosiness  through  the  superintendent.  It  was  not  expected  that  this  opera- 
tion vottld  prove  pecuniarily  profitable,  but  the  remarkable  progress  made  by 
the  pupils  sinc«  its  commencement  induces  the  hope  that  it  may  be  made  self- 
eii5taming. 

ImmoJiately  after  the  grant  by  Congress,  at  their  last  session,  of  nine  thou- 
f^  dollars  to  extend  and  improve  the  buildings  belonging  to  the  institution, 
fteps  were  taken  to  carry  into  effect  their  benevolent  design. 

The  superintendent  was  appointed  disbursing  agent  of  the  government,  under 
^nitable  bonds,  to  draw  from  the  treasury  and  apply  the  moneys  appropriated, 
oot  only  f«r  these  purposes  but  for  payment  of  salaries  and  incidental  expenses. 
Only  81,900  of  the  building  fund  was  drawn  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July  last, 
ud  the  account  of  the  superintendent  and  agent,  marked  B  3,  shows  for  what 
^^*6es  $1,367  25  of  that  sum  was  expended,  leaving  $532  75  on  hand. 

All  the  superintendent's  accounts  have  been  kept  with  remarkable  accuracy 
^  rendered  with  great  promptitude. 

It  ha«  been  a  leading  principle  in  the  management  of  this  institution  to  incur 
«*>  rei^poneibility  predicated  on  future  grants  of  aid  from  Congress.     Our  plans 
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of  improvement,  as  well  as  management,  hare  been  Garefollj  limited  to  the  means 
alreaaj  procared,  bo  that  we  have  no  occasion  to  ask  either  from  public  or  pri- 
yate  charitj  for  moneys  to  pay  debts  or  complete  unfinished  bnildiii^.  To 
show  that  charity  has  not  b^towed  her  gifb  in  yain  upon  this  histitution,  we 
confidently  appeal  to  the  report  of  the  examining  committee,  hereto  attached, 
marked  l3,  as  well  as  to  similar  reports  of  former  years.  But  we  cannot  do 
these  children  of  misfortune  the  gooa  we  would,  for  want  of  additional  grounds 
for  cultivation  and  more  extensive  and  convenient  shops  for  the  exercise  of  xDe- 
chanical  talent.  Nor  have  we  in  our  buildings  the  conveniences  of  water  and 
gas  enjoyed  by  other  institutions  of  like  character,  and,  wherever  accessible,  now 
deemed  almost  indispensable  in  private  dwellings. 

I  cannot,  in  justice  to  our  superintendent  and  his  assistants,  and  the  teacher? 
in  the  institution,  omit  paying  a  just  tribute  to  their  talents,  industry,  fidelity, 
and  skill,  which  have  so  soon  raised  it  from  humble  be^nnings  to  an  elevated 
position  among  the  charities  of  the  country.  It  was  deemed  by  the  board  of 
directors  due  to  our  superintendent,  on  account  of  his  eminent  services  and  signal 
success,  to  raise  his  salary,  out  of  the  means  furnished  by  Congress  at  their  Li5t 
session,  from  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  to  fifteen  hundred. 

For  a  more  detailed  exposition  of  the  progress  of  the  institution,  its  condition 
and  wants,  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  superintendent's  report,  hereto  annexed t 
marked  B. 
•    By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

AMOS  KENDALL,  PrenSent. 

Hon.  G.  B.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTEKDENT. 

To  thepreMtdemt  and  directora  of  the  Columbia  Institution  for  the  Instruction 

of  the  Detifand  Dumb  and  the  Blind. 

Gbxtlbmbk  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  progress  made  in  the  institation 
imder  jour  direction  daring  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862. 

The  admisaions  to  the  institution  within  the  year  were  six.  Three  pupils 
left  OS,  and  the  numher  enrolled  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  thirty*eight.  The 
whole  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  institution  since  July  1, 1861,  is 
forty-one.  Deaf  mutefr— nudes,  21 ;  females,  14 ;  total,  35.  Blind — ^males,  3 ; 
£eBale«.  3;  total,  6. 

For  details  of  disborsements  I  refer  to  the  seyeral  accounts  attached  to  and 
fonning  a  port  of  this  report. 

A  kuid  Providence  has  granted  us  continued  health  for  another  twelvemonth, 
tod  DO  death  has  occurred  among  our  pupils. 

In  August*  1861,  our  school  building  was  used  as  a  hospital  by  a  regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  troops  under  Colonel  Samuel  Black.  This  occurred  during 
oor  vacation,  and  we  were  thus  enabled  to  furnish  beds  and  bedding,  besides  a 
eomfortable  shelter,  to  some  thirty-five  sick  soldiers,  without  serious  inconve- 
nience to  the  institation.  One  of  these  died ;  the  rest  recovered  and  were  re- 
moved before  the  opening  of  our  term  in  September.  It  was  a  source  of  grati- 
ncation  to  the  officers  and  pupils  remaining  in  the  institution  to  be  able  to 
reeeive  and  care  for  those  who  were  voluntarily  defending  our  city  and  sustain- 
ing the  government  from  which  this  institution  receives  its  support. 

The  corps  of  instructors  and  officers  has  remained  unchanged.  The  school 
exerdses  have  been  conducted  as  usual,  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils  has  been, 
in  most  cases,  satisfactory.  An  examination  was  conducted  on  Monday,  June 
30, 1862,  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Samson,  D.  D.,  John  P.  Ingle,  esq.,  and  B.  B.  French, 
esq.,  the  results  of  which  appear  in  the  report. 

Beference  was  made  a  year  ago  to  the  fact  that  our  male  pupils  were  in  great 
need  of  instruction  in  useful  labor.  This  want  has  been  partly  met  by  the 
establishment  of  a  cabinet  shop.  The  cost  of  fitting  up  the  shop  and  purchasing 
tbe  necessaiy  tools  was  defrayed  out  of  the  manual  labor  fund.  The  building 
oeeapied  does  not  belong  to  the  institution,  and  is  but  poorly  adapted  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  used.  A  new  building,  capable  of  accommodating  ehops 
whore  several  branches  of  industry  n^ight  be  taught,  would  cost  but  a  few 
tiioaMnd  dollars,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  appropriation  may  soon  be  ob- 
tttDfd  to  provide  for  its  erection. 

The  cabinet  shop  is  conducted  by  Mr.  John  B.  Wright,  a  native  of  Wash- 
in^n.  The  aptitude  with  which  the  boys  learn  the  use  of  tools  is  gratifying, 
while  the  good  workmanship  displayed  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture  has  been 
a  matter  of  surprise,  in  view  of  the  brief  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
'hop  was  opened.  The  importance  of  this  branch  of  instruction  for  the  deaf 
<nd  domb  boys  cannot  be  overestimated,  for  by  means  of  it  they  are  fitted,  on 
Ifring  the  institution,  to  become  journeymen  in  their  trade,  and  so  command 
it  onoe  the  means  of  subsistence. 

Congress  was  pleased,  at  its  last  session,  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  nine  thou- 
*ttd  dollars  for  the  erection,  furnishing,  and  fitting  up  two  additions  to  the 
hvildtQgs  of  the  institution.  One  of  these  additions,  located  in  the  rear  of  the 
school  building,  has  been  completed,  at  a  cost  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-five 
^Qars.  It  is  built  of  wood,  is  thirty-six  feet  by  eighteen,  and  two  stories  high, 
tl  eoataioa  a  chapel  below,  capable  of  seating  seventy-five  persons,  and  a  dor- 
^tory  above,  which  will  accomodate  fourteen  boys.  A  front  addition  to  the 
•lia  building  is  now  in  process  of  construction,  and  is  expected  to  be  completed 
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in  November.    It  is  baOt  of  pressed  brick  and  dressed  brown  freestone ;  it  is 
four  stories  high,  and  fifty-six  feet  front  by  twentj^eight  in  deptb. 

Tbese  additions  will  iiimisb  twelve  new  rooms,  and  enable  us  to  receive  twenty 
more  pupils,  besides  providing  hospital  rooms  and  a  chapel,  a  new  dining-room 
and  a  library,  which  were  much  needed  with  our  present  number  of  pupils. 

The  designs  and  plans  for  the  front  building  were  prepared  by  Mr.  Emil  S. 
Friedrich,  architect,  and  reflect  great  credit  upon  him  for  their  beauty  and 
adaptation  to  the  purposes  desired.  The  contracts  for  both  these  additions 
were  given  to  Mr.  James  G.  Naylor,  of  Washington,  and  it  is  but  justice  to  him 
to  say  that  the  materials  furnished  thus  far  have  been  fully  equal  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  contracts,  and  the  work  has  progressed  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
llie  main  building,  when  completed,  will  be  an  ornament  to  the  city  and  a 
monument  of  the  benevolence  of  our  national  legislature  to  a  class  of  persons 
too  long  neglected  in  this  District. 

Provision  should  be  made  for  the  heating  and  lighting  of  the  institution  in  a 
more  systematic  manner  than  that  at  present  pursued.  A  decided  preference  is 
given  in  public  institutions  generally  to  steam  apparatus  for  heating,  and  to  ga« 
for  lighting  large  buildings,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  means  may  soon  be  pro- 
vided for  these  important  improvemente. 

I  would  again  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  need,  now 
become  pressing,  of  enlarged  grounds  for  the  use  of  the  institution.  Oar  garden 
spot  is  limited,  and  falls  very  far  short  of  suppl3ring  our  table  with  vegetables. 
We  need  pasturing  for  cows,  more  room  for  playgrounds  for  our  pupils,  and 
space  for  the  further  enlargement  of  our  buildings  that  are  likely  to  become 
necessary  within  a  few  years. 

Five  years  have  passed  since  the  school  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupiL^. 
As  within  this  brief  period  it  has,  from  a  small  and  doubtful  beginning,  become 
established  as  a  permanent  and  successful  institution  of  learning,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  review  the  history  of  these  years  and  note  the  progress  made  in  this 
newly  cultivated  field  of  benevolence. 

An  act  of  Congress  was  approved  on  February  16,  1857,  incorporating  this 
institution,  and  providing  in  part  for  its  support  by  allowing  a  hundred  and  fiffy 
dollars  per  annum  for  each  poor  child  received  from  the  District.  Under  this 
act  a  board  of  directors  was  appointed,  and  it  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  the 
friends  of  the  institution  note  me  fact  that  the  board  has  remained  unchanged 
up  to  the  present  time. 

On  the  18th  of  June  following,  the  institution,  in  charge  of  the  present  super- 
intendent, was  opened  with  five  deaf  mutes  pupils  in  attendance.  This  niunber 
was  soon  increased  to  twelve,  and  four  blina  children  were  also  admitted  within 
a  few  weeks. 

Two  buildings,  separated  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  were  occupied. 
One,  used  as  a  school  building,  had  been  presented  to  the  institution,  together 
with  two  acres  of  ground,  by  our  honored  president,  lilr.  Kendall.  The  other 
was  a  hired  house,  where  the  superintendent,  teachers,  and  pupils  resided. 

The  pupils  entered  at  once  upon  their  studies,  and  made  very  satisfactory 
progress.  In  February,  1 858,  an  exhibition  was  given  of  their  improvement  in 
the  old  representatives  hall  in  the  Capitol,  which  called  forth  a  large  assembly, 
and  was  regarded  with  much  interest  by  those  present. 

.  On  the  29th  of  May,  1858,  Congress  made  an  annual  allowance  for  five  yean 
of  three  thousand  dollars  to  pay  the  salaries,  and  meet  the  incidental  expenses  of 
the  iuHtitution. 

Twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  was  received  from  private  subscriptions, 
and  thus  the  institution  closed  its  first  year  free  from  debt,  and  with  a  surpiof 
on  hand  of  about  three  hundred  dollars. 

During  the  second  year  the  institution  was  much  enlarged,  through  the 
liberality  of  its  president.    A  brick  house  containing  nineteen  rooms  was 
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erected,  adjoining  the  school  bailding,  at  a  cost  of  over  seven  thousand  dollars, 
a&d  presented  to  the  institution  by  Mr.  Kendall. 

Daring  the  third  year  the  number  of  pupils  increased  to  thirty,  and  provision, 
WW  laade  by  the  legislature  of  Maryland  for  the  education  here  of  a  number  of 
beneficiaries. 

A  fund  of  about  four  thousand  dollars  was  also  made  over  to  the  institution 
bj  tlie  Washington  Manual  Labor  School  aud  Male  Orphan  Asylum  Society, 
lliid  association  was  formed  a  number  of  years  since,  with  a  view  of  furnishing 
in^tniction  in  useful  labor  to  the  poor  boys  of  the  District.  The  institution, 
however,  through  lack  of  sufficient  means,  was  never  put  in  operation,  and  its 
tnulees  felt  that  the  transfer  of  its  funds  to  this  institution,  for  the  purpose  of 
giTii]g  instruction  in  manual  labor  to  the  deaf  and  blind  of  the  District,  would 
be  no  diversion  from  the  original  intention  of  the  donors. 

Daring  the  fourth  year  the  number  of  pupils  increased  to  forty-one. 

Intftmctions  in  drawing  for  the  deaf  mutes  were  commenced  within  this  year, 
tnd  in  all  the  branches  of  study  pursued  very  excellent  advances  were  made 
by  the  pupils. 

In  Maich,  1862,  an  important  act  passed  Congress  concerning  the  institu- 
tion. 

Besides  the  appropriation  of  nine  thousand  dollars  for  the  erection  of  the  ad- 
ditions to  our  biuldings  referred  to  in  another  part  of  this  report,  an  annual  al- 
lovaoce  for  an  indefinite  period  was  made  of  forty-four  hundred  dollars,  for  sala- 
ries and  incidental  expenses.  By  these  provisions,  the  continued  support  of  the 
institution  iSf  humanly  speaking,  secured,  and  the  education  of  deaf  mutes  and 
the  blind  in  the  District  of  Columbia  permanently  provided  for. 

While  Congress  has  aided  the  institution  to  a  most  laudable  degree,  private 
beaerolence  has  been  prompt  to  assist  and  sustain  the  enterprise  from  the  be- 
ginning. The  entire  cost  of  furnishing  and  fitting  up  the  buildmgs,  when  the  in- 
ititution  was  opened,  was  defrayed  by  private  subscription.  Buildings  and 
groonds  to  the  value  of  ten  thousand  and  six  hundred  dollars  ($10,600) 
'vere  provided  by  the  bounty  of  Mr.  Kendall  alone,  and  during  these  five  years, 
the  whole  amount  received  by  the  institution  firom  private  sources  is  eighteen 
thottMad  nine  hundred,  and  twenty-five  dollars,  (t  18,925.) 

The  institution,  so  far  as  it  concerns  the  ordinary  education  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  the  blind  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  now  be  considered,  with 
bat  few  exceptions,  complete ;  and  those  who  have  fostered  and  aided  it  may 
well  feel  satisfied  with  the  results  of  their  labor.  But  there  is  yet  much  to  be 
tecompiished  in  the  institution  before  it  will  reach  the  point  aimed  at  in  its 
organization. 

A  great  want  has  existed  amone  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  our  country  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  which  is  yet  unsuppBed. 

State  institutions  have  been  multiplied  till  throughout  almost  the  entire  coun- 
trj  provision  has  been  made  for  the  free  education  of  those  who  have  been  de- 
prived of  one  or  more  of  their  senses.  But  in  these  institutions  the  term  of 
itody  is  generally  limited  to  a  period  sufficient  only  to  afford  the  pupil  a  com- 
iBon  school  education,  and  while  high  schools,  free  academies,  colleges,  and  uni- 
TfTsities  have  been  established  for  the  improvement  of  those  possessed  of  all 
tbrir  faculties,  nothing,  on  any  considerable  scale,  has  been  done  in  this  direc- 
tion for  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

In  several  of  the  larger  and  older  institutions  '*  high  classes"  have  within  a 
few  years  been  organized ;  and  these  have  afforded  opportunities  for  advance- 
iBent  not  hitherto  possessed  by  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

The  smallnesa  of  the  numbers  necessarily  forming  such  classes,  however, 

rtes  much  against  their  successful  progress ;  and  although  desirable,  in  the 
ce  of  other  advantages,  they  by  no  means  afford  the  deaf  and  dumb  what  the 
''high  school"  or  college  furnishes  those  who  hear  and  speak. 
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Well-educated  deaf  mutes  are,  and  will  continue  to  be,  needed  as  teacben 
throughout  the  country ;  and  as  the  fact  is  demonstrated  bj  the  census  returns 
that  the  number  of  deaf  mutes  increases  proportionably  with  the  popalation  of 
the  country,  it  behooves  the  philanthropist  and  the  statesman  to  provide  for  the 
future  needs  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  people. 

No  greater  boon  could  be  given  them  than  a  college  where  those  possessing 
the  requisite  amount  of  intellect  might  press  forward  their  education  to  a  point 
which  would  enable  them  to  conduct  the  education  of  their  fellows  in  misfortune, 
and  to  engage  in  many  pursuits  from  which  they  are  now  (from  simple  lack  of 
culture)  necessarily  debarred. 

The  peculiar  organization  of  this  institution  affords  an  opportunity  for  the 
location  of  a  collegiate  department  with  fewer  difficulties  in  the  way  than  exist  in 
other  institutions. 

Congress  has  liberally  enacted  that  its  beneiSciaries  may  remain  in  school  so 
long  as  they  can  be  instructed  with  profit  to  themselves.  As  soon,  therefore,  as 
our  pupils  have  mastered  the  usual  elementary  studies,  we  ought  regularly  to 
conduct  through  a  college  course  those  who  possess  the  requisite  mental 
capacity. 

An  institution  like  this,  situated  at  the  federal  metropolis,  should  he  more 
than  a  local  school :  it  should  exert  a  national  influence,  and  impart  benefits  to 
the  whole  community.  This  desirable  end  would  be  most  happily  attained  if 
a  college  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  should  be  here  established,  which  could  receive 
and  educate  on  moderate  terms  those  frt>m  all  parts  of  the  land  fitted  to  enjoy 
its  instructions.  Until  this  proposed  feature  of  our  institution  is  realised,  our  labors 
will  be  incomplete,  our  duty  to  those  conmiitted  to  our  charge  but  partially  per* 
formed,  and  the  expectations  of  deaf  mutes  and  their  friends  throughout  the 
country  be  unfrilfiUed. 

All  which  is  respectfrdly  submitted. 

£.  M.  GALLAUDET,  Superintendent. 

Washington,  October  31,  186«. 


BEPORT  OF  THE  SECBETAfiT   OF    THE   INTEBIOS.  135 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  OOMMmEE« 

To  the  board  of  dxrtcAort  of  ike  Oofvmhia  hutitMium  for  ike  Deaf  and  Dumh 

and  the  Blind. 

Gbntlbmkn:  The  ezaminiiig  committee  would  respectfully  submit  to  you  the 
report  of  their  third  annual  visit  to  the  institution  over  wnose  interests  7011 
preside. 

The  Annual  examinations  were  passed  with  increasing  credit  to  teachers  and 
pnpOs;  every  added  year  of  instruction  showing  more  the  value  of  that 
thorooghness  which  must  characterize  successful  instruction  of  those  deprived 
of  one  of  their  senses.  The  department  for  deaf  mutes  consists  of  two  classes. 
The  feeond  of  these  classes,  consisting  of  the  pupils  least  advanced,  embraces 
three  divisions.  The  tuition  of  this  cuiss  is  still  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Melville 
Ballard.  This  class  is  naturally  the  one  which  taxes  most  the  patience  and 
energy  of  the  principal  as  well  as  of  the  teacher.  The  effort  to  awaken  the 
first  impression  in  the  mind  of  any  child  is  greater  than  to  add  new  impressions 
to  those  already  formed ;  this  work  is  greater  with  children  lacking  one  of  the 
two  senses — sight  and  hearing — through  which  all  intellectual  impressions  comet 
aod  it  is  the  greatest  of  all  when  imbecility  or  partial  idiotcy,  as  often  occurs, 
\k  added  to  the  loss  of  hearing.  The  proficiency  of  this  class,  as  compared  with 
kpt  year,  could  be  distinctly  marked,  and  brought  great  credit  to  their  instructor. 

The  first  class  consists  of  two  divisions,  and  is  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  James 
Deni^n.  As  Mr.  Denison  had  been  called  to  New  England  a  day  or  two  pre- 
Tioiu  to  the  close  of  the  session  by  the  death  of  a  child,  the  examination  was 
condacted  by  Mrs.  Hunter,  the  sister  of  Mr.  Gallaudet,  the  principal,  who,  in 
addition  to  her  duties  as  assistant  matron,  has  been  employed  to  supply  tem- 
pofuily  the  place  of  either  of  the  instructors  in  case  of  sickness  or  necessary 
alwence.  It  was  in  this  class,  composed  as  it  is  of  the  most  advanced  pupils, 
that  the  greateat  advancement  during  the  year  was  expected.  Their  progress 
was  eoeh  as  to  justify  the  hope  that  the  wish  of  the  trustees  may  yet  be  accom- 
plished, and  a  class  for  advanced  or  collegiate  instruction  may,  at  no  distant 
day,  be  secured  from  the  pupils  of  this  and  other  institutioiLS. 

SDeeimens  of  composition  prepared  by  the  pupils  are  appended  to  this  report. 

Toe  examination  of  the  blmd,  whose  instruction  has  been  conducted  a  second 
year  by  Miss  Mazy  T.  6.  Gh>rdon,  showed  a  marked  improvement  during  the 
jear.  This  was  especially  manifest  in  the  readiness  and  intelligence  9f  the 
pQpilfl  in  arithmetical  calculations  and  in  history.  Though  this  department  has 
a  imaller  number  of  pupils,  and  is  composed  of  but  one  class,  conducted  by  a 
female  teacher,  it  is  equally  as  important  and  promising  as  the  department  for 
the  deaf  mutes. 

Tour  eommittee  found  occasion  to  conmiend  in  their  last  report  the  proficiency 
of  the  blind  in  music,  and  to  speak  of  the  importance  of  this  accomplishment. 
Dot  only  as  a  source  of  most  exquisite  pleasure  to  those  deprived  of  all  the  plea- 
fores  of  sight,  but  also  as  a  means  of  livelihood  to  the  pupil  in  future  years.  They 
have  now  to  express  their  gratification  that  a  similar  source  of  delight  and  profit 
has  been  furnished  to  the  deaf  mutes,  who  are  deprived  of  all  of  the  pleasures 
of  hearing.  The  art  of  drawing,  the  first  and  fundamental  one  of  the  fine  arts 
addreaaing  the  eye,  has  been  most  successfidly  taught  during  the  year  by  Mr. 
Peter  Bramgras.  Mr.  Baumgras  is  a  graduate  of  the  Academy  of  Art  at 
Honieh,  in  his  native  province  of  Bavaria,  one  of  the  best  institutions  of  the 
kind  in  the  world ;  he  has  won  the  esteem  of  many  in  New  York,  Washington, 
u^  other  ctties  and  sections  of  our  country  by  his  culture  and  urbanity  as  a 
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gentleman  no  less  than  hj  bis  gcniiiB  and  Bnccees  as  an  artist.  His  natient 
ti  del  it  J  and  aptness  as  an  instructor  have  found  a  field  of  trial  to  test  tnem  in 
training  deaf  mutes  to  such  skill  in  drawing.  Some  of  the  heads  and  landi^cape 
sketches  executed  by  his  pupils  would  do  credit  to  the  best  pupils  who,  having 
all  their  senses,  can  be  instructed  by  the  oral  teaching  in  addition  to  the  practiciu 
guidance  of  their  instnictor.  The  progress  of  some  of  these  pupils  gives  promiw 
that  they  may  hereafter  be  sought  as  draughtsmen,  in  the  large  field,  both  private 
and  public,  now  in  our  city  and  country  for  proficients  in  dnnfiang,  by  the  topo- 
graphical and  architectural  as  well  as  the  patent  bureaus  and  ag(*ncic3. 

lour  committee  cannot  but  express  their  gratification  at  the  success  of  the 
workshop  for  cabinet  manufacture,  a  new  feature  of  the  institution,  introduced 
the  past  year.  Tlie  expenses  of  the  shop  were  incurred  and  have  been  met 
through  tlio  transfer,  by  act  of  Congress,  of  the  funds  of  the  Washington  Manual 
Labor  School,  an  organization  formed  to  give  employ  to  indigent  youth,  which 
funds  had  lain  idle  for  years  from  the  want  of  an  object  on  which  to  be  expended. 
The  cabinet  shop  has  been  under  the  care  of  Mr.  John  R.  Wright,  a  native  of 
tlie  District  of  Columbia,  whose  success  with  his  cliarge  is  witnessed  by  the 
hrgc  collection  of  articles  of  house  furniture  made  and  finished  by  the  pupils 
of  themselves  after  a  few  months  of  instruction.  Some  of  these  articles  were 
pronounced  by  judges  of  such  work  as  worthy  of  a  thoroughly  trained  journey- 
man. 

The  committee  were  gratified  to  see  their  recommendation  of  last  year,  as  to 
an  extension  of  the  institute  buildings,  so  responded  to  by  the  efforts  of  the 
directors  and  the  munificence  of  Congress.  The  fine  fnuit,  with  its  ample  rooms 
behind,  now  being  added  to  the  main  building,  reared  as  it  is  through  an  appro- 
priation by  Congress  amid  the  burdens  of  war,  will  be  a  monument  of  the 
appreciation  by  the  United  States  government  of  the  enlightcrned  charity  which 
has  founded  the  Columbia  Institute. 

In  c<mclusion,  your  committee  would  commend  the  practical  skill  and  enerpr 
displayed  by  Mr.  Gallaudet,  the  principal,  in  the  varied  duties  which  the  infancy 
of  such  an  institution  imposes  on  its  head.  This  characteristic,  added  to  that  of 
the  patient  toil  demanded  in  the  instruction  and  discipline,  gives  the  i*un»:»l 
promise^  of  future  and  eminent  usefulness  to  the  institution  over  which  y«mr 
choice  has  placed  him. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Washi.ngton,  D.  C,  Jjr/y  2,  1862. 


GEORGK  W.  SAMSOX. 
JOHN  P.  IN(;LE. 
B.  B.  FRENCH. 


SPECIMENS  OF  COMPOSITION  IJV  TUE  DEAF  MUTE  PUPILS. 

A  letter  to  General  Rribcrt  Anderson, 

Washinotox,  June  1.3,  1862. 

My  Dear  Friend,  Valiant  General  Anderson  :  Now  1  proceed  n-ith  a 
letter  to  you.  It  is  evening.  Just  now  it  rained  hard  for  some  minutes.  Now 
there  is  a  fair  sky.  The  roads  are  not  muddy.  Does  it  rain  in  your  country 
liko  our  country]  How  are  you  this  evening?  I  know  that  you  have  lieei 
sick,  because  the  very  loud  noise  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter  made  your  head 
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painfoL  I  remember  you  since  the  battle  occurred  in  Fort  Sumter.  Will  70a 
occnpj  Fort  Sumter  when  our  troops  drive  the  rebels  out  of  it  ?  Will  your 
old  0oldiers  occupy  it  with  youl  If  you  are  in  Sumter,  1  wish  to  aid  you  for 
a  long  time.  I  know  that  you  were  not  defeated  by  the  rebels,  because  the 
rebel  anny  was  rery  enormous.  I  call  them  a  big  lion  who  can  defeat  a  little 
dog. 

All  the  people  in  the  world  know  that  valiant  troops  are  under  you. 

When  you  and  your  troops  left  Sumter  the  rebels  did  not  make  them  prisoners. 
I  know  that  the  rebels  honored  you  and  your  brave  troops.  But  our  troops 
have  never  let  the  rebels  be  free  since  Sumter  occurred.  When  you  left  Sumter, 
in  some  days  General  Beauregard  began  to  feel  angry  that  he  had  permitted 
jou  and  your  troops  to  be  free.     I  am  glad,  for  you  are  saved  from  captivity. 

I  despiae  General  Beauregard  because  he  broke  his  promise  to  let  you  leave 
Somter  after  four  days.     In  two  days  he  fired  his  cannon  balls  against  Sumter. 

One  of  your  ofiScers,  who  first  fired  against  the  rebel  batteries,  became  general 
of  a  brigade,  which  is»  I  think,  in  Virginia.     His  name  is  General  Doubleday. 

I  am  deaf  and  dumb.  My  classmates  are  deaf  mutes,  who  are  for  the  Union. 
One  of  them  ia  Captain  J.  H.,  who  teaches  us  to  drill. 

I  am  first  lieutenant  and  L.  is  second  lieutenant.  The  boys  are  twenty  and 
the  girls  are  abont  eighteen. 

We  live  in  the  Columbia  Institution,  at  Kendall  Green,  D.  C. 

The  boys  wish  to  join  the  army  of  the  United  States.  When  you  are  in 
Sumter  again,  in  the  night  I  will  cidl  all  the  boys  to  march  along  the  roads  in 
Kendall  Green  with  a  box,  which  will  be  illuminated  in  honor  of  you. 

I  hear  that  you  keep  your  old  stars  and  stripes  that  waved  above  Sumter. 
They  will  be  put  above  Sumter  again.  Perhaps,  in  some  years,  I  will  visit 
Sumter  with  a  new  Union  flag,  and  I  will  put  it  above  it  forever. 

I  have  done  my  letter. 
Your  affectionate  friend, 

JOHN  Q . 


THE  STARS. 

What  glistening  little  golden  stones  are  seen  coming  in  our  presence ! 

The  sun  has  just  gone  to  bed,  and  his  children  are  busy  now  giving  us  faint 
pale  light.  They  are  innumerable ;  superior  to  the  number  of  the  people  of  the 
earth.  How  I  look  at  them  before  I  go  to  sleep  to  rest  my  limbs !  and  they 
vatch  over  me  like  guardian  angels.  When  I  look  at  one  of  them,  I  fimcy  it  to 
be  Anna's  star,  and  dream  of  her  as  I  gaze  lovingly  on  it ;  and  it  is  like  a 
plrasant  vision. 

In  this  fanciful  vision  I  sometimes  dream,  not  in  a  sleep,  that  when  her  face 
i#  pale  like  snow,  shone  upon  by  something  invisible,  I  think  that  the  moon  and 
(tars  innile  on  her  with  their  cool  beams  on  her  cold  countenance.  Many  a 
fimple  child  looks  on  the  stars  and  fancies  that  his  dear  parents,  whom  he  nas 
i«>:tt,  have  gone,  each  to  one  of  the  stars. 

The  sun  sits  in  his  throne  of  inestimable  glory,  and  he  shares  his  self-iUu- 
nnuated  light  with  Queen  Moon,  and  they  are  surrounded  by  countless  millions 
of  itara. 

The  stars  are  mentioned  in  the  New  Testament 

The  stazti  are  now  shining  over  Anna's  grave,  where  she  now  rests  in  peace. 
&v«trt  Test!  her  rest  is  strewed  with  fragrant  flowers.  Like  the  stars,  which  we 
look  with  love  npon,  that  pass  away  one  after  anotlier  till  we  see  none,  our 
triend^  one  after  one,  go  down  to  their  grave  of  rest  till  we  see  them  no  more. 
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Bnt  oh !  in  Heayen  our  eyes  meet  them  again  with  gladness.  So  we  shall  see 
them  face  to  face,  at  the  last  daj,  when  Jesus  shall  cidl  us  from  the  dead. 

At  the  daj  of  resurrection  we  shall  see  Him  sitting  on  the  throne  of  ^lory  at 
the  right  hand.  He  shall  divide  the  righteous  on  the  right  hand  from  the  wicked 
on  the  left. 

Who  will  not  want  to  be  at  the  right  hand  at  the  day  of  judgment? 

ANNE  S . 


THE  STORY  OF  WILLIAM  TBLL. 


A  great  many  years  ago  Switzerland  was  conquered  and  oppressed  bj  the 
Austrians  for  a  considerable  time.  The  Duke  of  Austria  was  named  Albert. 
He  was  much  rejoiced  at  getting  possession  of  Switzerland,  and  added  it  to  hb 
empire.  The  Emperor  sent  some  of  his  fayorite  men  to  be  rulers  oyer  the 
mountainous  country.  The  rulers  were  tyrants,  and  oppressed  the  people  all 
their  lives  in  yery  cruel  and  wicked  ways. 

The  people  in  Switzerland  were  much  dissatisfied  with  the  oppressive  govern- 
ment of  the  Austrians,  and  took  counsel  secretly  among  themselves  to  revolt 
against  it.  They  completed  their  plans  of  saving  their  unhappy  country  from 
the  oppressors. 

Wnile  one  of  the  tyrants  ruled  over  the  country — ^his  name  was  Geslcr;  he 
was  a  wicked  man,  and  he  used  to  send  his  soldiers  to  take  away  property  and 
cattle  from  farmers,  or  to  expel  the  farmers  from  their  homes — ^the  soldiers  saw 
a  yoke  of  nice  fat  oxen  ploughing  in  a  field,  and  were  tormented  with  a  desire 
to  kill  the  oxen  and  then  eat  the  flesh.  But  the  farmer,  who  was  ploughtog 
with  the  oxen,  saw  them,  and  privately  escaped  from  them  into  a  mountain. 
His  name  was  Arnold. 

Some  of  the  soldiers  entered  the  house  and  saw  Arnold's  old  father,  and 
treated  him  badly.  They  took  an  iron  stick,  and  then  put  it  into  a  fiery  stovtf ; 
they  heated  it  red,  and  then  put  it  into  the  old  father's  eyes.  The  sight  of  the 
old  man  was  extin^ished.  He  trusted  in  his  tme  God,  and  used  to  epeak, 
hoping  Switzerland  would  soon  be  independent  of  the  Austrian  government. 

Some  of  the  people,  who  were  patriots,  escaped  from  their  homes,  and  lived 
on  the  mountains.  They  found  William  Tell  among  them,  and  made  him  a 
captain  to  fight  for  their  freedom. 

William  Tell  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age  when  he  left  his  home  with  Li« 
beautiful  young  child,  and  started  on  foot  to  the  capital,  where  Gesler  lired  and 
ruled  the  country. 

Gesler  set  his  cap  on  a  pole,  in  honor  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  So  he 
ordered  thepeople  to  bow  down  to  pay  the  cap  much  respect.  All  the  p€K>plc 
did  so  but  William  Tell,  and  passed  by  the  pole.  Gresler  noticed  his  behavior, 
and  it  made  him  very  angry  with  William  Tell.  Then  he  sent  some  soldicm  to 
take  Tell  for  punishment.  Gesler  spoke,  scolding  him  with  anger ;  but  Tell  felt 
no  dismay,  and  made  a  firm  reply  to  him.  He  told  Gesler  that  he  liked  to  obey 
the  Emperor  of  Austria  well,  but  he  did  not  approve  of  Gesler  according  to  his 
actions.  Then  Gesler  held  his  peace  and  formed  his  plans  to  kill  him.  He 
ordered  the  child  of  William  Tell  to  stand  by  a  large  tree.  The  child's  face 
was  covered  with  a  handkerchief,  and  he  stood  still.  An  apple  was  set  on  his^ 
head.  Then  William  Tell  was  forced  to  shoot  an  arrow  into  the  apple  over  the 
child.  Before  going  to  shoot  he  knelt  down  and  pi^yed  to  God  to  nelp  him  to 
send  the  arrow  to  the  apple  and  not  hit  the  child.  Then  he  shot  at  the  apple 
without  hurting  the  child.    The  child  was  released  from  danger  and  again  de* 
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lirered  to  IfVUUam.    Bnt  soon  afterwards  Tell  was  arrested  again  and  taken  to 
prison,  where  he  was  confined  for  a  long  while. 

Then  Greeler  and  his  soldiers  took  him  across  a  lake.  While  they  were  all  in 
the  boat,  in  the  middle  of  the  lake,  the  clouds  became  black,  and  the  wind  blew 
the  boat  about  the  waters.  Gresler  and  the  soldiers  were  much  frightened,  and 
none  of  them  could  steer  the  boat  towards  the  shore. 

William  Tell  was  an  excellent  boatman,  and,  released  from  being  bound  with 
fetten,  he  steered  the  boat  through  the  waves,  and  immediately  leaped  from  it. 
He  poshed  it  away  from  the  shore  with  his  right  leg.  Gesler  and  the  soldiers 
were  much  troubled,  and  several  lost  their  lives.  The  others  made  some  at- 
tempts to  steer  the  boat  immediately  to  reach  the  shore  safely,  but  they  could 
not  do  80.  When  they  were  coming  towards  the  shore.  Tell  took  aim  at  Gesler 
and  dischaiged  a  sharp-pointed  arrow  into  his  body.  Gesler's  body  was  hit  and 
he  shed  much  blood  in  tne  boat,  and  finally  he  died. 

The  news  came  among  the  people,  and  they  were  much  rejoiced  at  their  free- 
dom when  Gresler  died  of  the  wound. 

The  Austrians  used  to  wage  mauy  wars  with  the  people,  who  were  commanded 
bj.  William  Tell.  Tell  made  many  successful  conquests  over  the  Austrians, 
and  dmve  them  out  of  his  native  country.     Switzerland  made  peace  with  Austria. 

Some  years  afterwards,  it  was  a  very  warm  day,  and  the  sun  wanned  the  ice 
among  the  mountains,  and  the  ice  melted  and  was  made  into  water.  It  suddenly 
fell  down  into  a  river,  and  the  river  was  overflowed  with  water.  The  waters 
waved  terribly  up  and  down  along  the  river. 

William  Tell  saw  a  little  girl  falling  into  the  river  and  floating  on  it  He 
nffihed  with  anxious  courage  to  save  her  from  the  river,  and  dived  into  the 
waters.  He  swam  against  the  waves  and  endeavored  earnestly  to  catch  the 
girl  and  bring  her  in  safety.  But  the  waves  advanced  furiously  on  him.  He 
began  to  grow  tired  of  swimming,  and  finally  was  drowned. 

The  people  shed  many  tears,  and  mourned  for  the  brave  hero  because  he  lost 
his  Kfe  in  tne  river. 

A  small  monument  was  erected  on  the  coast  where  Tell  had  formerly  tried  to 
«ave  the  giri's  life. 

TeQ  was  long  remembered. 

JAMES  H 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Jamea  C.  McGuire $100 

William  H.  Edes 100 

William  W.  Corcoran 100 

Gtor^  W.  Biggs,  jr 100 

DONATIONS. 

6«orge  W.  Keating:  Throe  turkeys  at  Thanksgiving,  1861 ;  three  barrels  of 
apples. 

Name$  and  residence  qfjmpUs. 

DBAP  MUTBS. 

Nanev  A«  Batt,  Georgetown,  D.  G. 
R.  Afien  Beedle,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Jnlius  Bisaett,  Sandv  Hook,  Maryland. 
David  Blair,  Clear  Spring,  Maryland. 
William  Blood,  Wasnington  county,  D.  C. 
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Jolin  L.  Brewer,  Georgetown,  D.  O. 
Marietta  Ghambere,  Fort  McHeniy,  Maryland. 
Robert  8.  Oollms,  Georgetown,  D.  C. 
Florence  L.  Dammam,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
John  Fogerty,  Washington,  D.  0. 
James  Henry,  Washington  county,  D.  0. 
Charles  A.  Hnghes,  Washington,  D,  C. 
Hannah  M.  Hughes,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Mary  M.  Ijams,  Ijamsville,  Maryland. 
Richard  P.  Ijams,  Ijamsville,  Maryland. 
Gonrad  lugledeign,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Annie  Jenkins,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Andrew  J.  Lambdin,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Joseph  H.  Linton,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Margaret  Maher,  Bciltimore,  Maryland. 
Mary  B.  Nailor,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Virginia  A.  Patterson,  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware. 
Ann  Eliza  Paul,  Georgetown,  D.  G. 
Anna  A.  Peabody,  Washington,  D.  G. 
William  Peacock,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
John  Quinn,  Washington  county,  D.  G. 
Emma  J.  Speak,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Aaron  B.  Showman,  Rohrersyille,  Maryland. 
Ann  Szymanoskie,  Washington  county,  D.  G. 
Thomas  J.  Sprague,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Henry  G.  Wentz,  Union  M.  H.,  Maryland. 
Joseph  White,  Washington,  D.  G. 
John  Williams,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Isaac  Winn,  Washington  county,  D.  G. 

BLIND. 

Bridget  Broan,  Georgetown,  D.  G. 
Mary  M.  Donaldson,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Eliza  A.  Gibbons,  Washington,  D.  G. 
John  T.  Gilman,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Daniel  O'Gonner,  jr.,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Francis  T.  Seyes,  Georgetown,  D.  G. 

REGULATIONS. 

I.  The  academic  year  is  divided  into  two  terms— the  first  beginning  on  the 
second  Thursday  in  September,  and  closing  on  the  24th  of  December ;  the  sec* 
ond  beginning  the  2d  of  January,  and  closing  the  first  Wednesday  in  July. 

II.  The  vacations  are  from  the  24th  of  December  to  the  2d  of  January,  and 
from  the  first  Wednesday  in  July  to  the  second  Thursday  in  September. 

III.  There  are  holidays  at  Thanksgiving,  at  Easter,  and  the  Fourth  of  July. 

IV.  The  pupils  may  visit  their  homes  during  the  regular  vacations  and  at 
the  above-named  holidays,  but  at  no  other  times,  unless  for  some  special  urgent 
reason,  and  then  only  by  permission  of  the  superintendent. 

Y.  The  bills  for  the  maintenance  and  tuition  of  pupils  supported  by  their 
friends  must  be  paid  semi-annually  in  advance. 

YI.  The  charge  for  pay  pupils  is  $150  each  per  annum.  This  sum  covers 
all  expenses  except  clothing. 

YII.  The  government  of  the  United  States  defrays  the  expenses  of  those 
who  reside  in  the  District  of  Golumbia,  or  whose  parents  are  in  the  anny  or 
navy,  provided  they  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  education. 
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VIII.  Tbe  State  of  Maiyland  provides  for  the  education  in  this  institution  of 
deaf  mntes  whose  parents  are  in  poor  circumstances,  when  the  applicants  are 
under  twentj-one  years  of  age,  have  been  residents  of  the  State  for  two  years 
prior  to  the  date  of  application,  and  are  of  good  mental  capacity. 

Persons  in  Maiylanid  desiring  to  secure  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  above 
referred  to  are  requested  to  address  the  superintendent  of  the  institution. 

IX.  It  is  expected  that  the  friends  of  the  pupils  will  provide  them  with  cloth- 
ing* and  it  is  important  that  upon  entering  or  returning  to  the  institution  they 
should  be  supplied  with  a  sufficient  amount  for  an  entire  year.  All  clothing 
should  be  plainly  marked  with  the  owner's  name. 

An  exception  to  the  above  regulations  is  made  in  the  case  of  indigent  pupils 
^m  Maryland,  who  are  clothed  bv  the  institution. 

X.  All  letters  concerning  pupils  or  applications  for  admission  should  be  ad« 
dressed  to  the  superintendent. 
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REPORT 

or 

THE  BOARD  OF  METROPOLITAN  POLICE, 


The  Board  of  Police  consista  of — 

Commusianers, 

Zbnas  G.  Bobbins,  President 
Joseph  F.  Bbown,  Treasurer. 
Gbobge  S.  Gideon, 
William  H.  Tbnnby, 

Saylbs  J.  BOWEN, 

And  Mayors  of  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Gbobgetown. 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Police, 
Thomas  A.  Lazenby. 

Property  clerk  of  the  police  district. 
Gbobub  B.  Hebbick. 

Superintendent  of  Police, 
William  B.  Webb. 

To  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior: 

The  board  of  police  for  the  metropolitan  police  district  of  the  District  of 
Oolmnbia  begs  leave  to  submit  its  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  police 
within  the  said  police  district,  in  accordance  with  the  twentj-fourth  section  of 
the  act  approved  the  Cth  day  of  August,  1861. 

The  police  force  consists  of  1  superintendent,  10  sergeants,  150  patrolmen ; 
of  these,  121  are  on  duty  in  the  city  of  Washington,  19  in  Georgetown,  and 
twenty  in  the  county  of  Washington;  one  hundred  and  thirty >nine  men  are  on 
foot,  and  twenty-one  mounted. 

The  board  has  found  it  necessary  to  designate  in  several  of  the  precincts 
certain  of  the  men  to  do  duty  as  subordinate  officers,  under  the  name  of  rounds- 
men; these  are  twelve  in  number;  the  details  for  special  duty,  which  will  be 
explained  hereafter,  amount  in  all  to  eleven ;  the  absence,  from  various  caase^, 
such  as  sickness,  absence  with  leave,  absence  without  leave,  suspensions,  &c., 
will  average  at  least  six,  so  that~the  actual  condition  of  the  force  may  be  stated 
thus: 

Officers, 

Superintendent 1 

Sergeants ! , . .  • 10 

Boundsmen , 122 

—     23 
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DetaO 11 

Abeenoes 6 

Patrol 121 


161 


It  will  tbtis  be  seen  that  the  entire  number  of  men  on  patrol  in  the  whole 
di«trict  18  one  hundred  and  twenty-one.  The  population  of  the  District,  as 
«hown  hy  the  census  of  1860,  is  75,080 ;  and  comparing  the  population  with 
the  number  of  officers  as  shown  bj  the  last  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
id  one  policeman  to  eyeiy  625  inhabitants.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  during  the 
past  vear  there  has  been  an  average  population  of  one  hundred  thousand  people, 
exclusive  of  soldiers,  at  least,  and  sometimes  largely  more,  within  the  police 
district,  so  that  there  has  really  been  not  more  than  one  policeman  to  every 
1,000  of  the  population.  And  just  here  it  may  be  well  to  note  that  this  popu- 
lation is  not  only  transient  in  its  character,  but  largely  composed  of  the  very 
wont  and  most  disorderly  class  of  residents  from  other  cities.  It  is  estimated 
that  a  fair  proportion  is  one  police  officer  to  everv  500  inhabitants,  but  this 
estimate  is  made  for  densely  peopled  communities,  and  would  be  no  fair  criterion 
for  a  district  in  which  the  population  is  spread  out  and  scattered  as  within  this 
metropolitan  district. 

The  great  object  of  a  police  force  must  be  the  prevention  of  crime;  and  this 
object  can  only  be  gained  in  proportion  as  the  district  is  carefully  patrolled  and 
guarded  in  every  part  by  the  frequent,  almost  constant,  presence  of  the  officers, 
and  to  this  end  a  large  force  is  needed.  As  the  result  of  experience,  the  board 
is  satisfied  that,  to  be  as  thoroughly  guarded  by  police  as  it  should  be,  the 
police  district  should  have  at  least  three  hundred  officers.  Of  course,  this  force 
could  be  decreased  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  case  warranted  it.  In  this 
connexion  the  board  is  enabled  to  fiiniish  some  statistical  information  touching 
the  city  of  Washington,  at  least,  that  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  necessity  to 
which  they  refer.  In  the  city  of  Washington  there  are  127  streets  and  cross- 
streets,  measuring  ^^Of^  miles,  and,  together  with  the  alleys,  307^\{^  miles; 
die  building  squares,  as  numbered  on  the  surveyor's  plat,  are  1,170,  i^ording 
capacity  for  a  population  of  389,456  persons.  Besides  this,  there  are  within 
the  limits  of  the  city  public  grounds  and  reservations  covering  an  urea  about 
oDe^foorth  as  great  as  tiiat  of  the  building  squares  already  referred  to.  Taking 
this  data*  then,  and  making  such  an  arrangement  of  the  beats  of  the  police 
officers  as  experience  teaches  is  the  best  to  secure  a  guard,  it  will  be  round, 
after  making  due  allowances  for  the  unimproved  or  open  portions  of  the  city, 
that  tiie  city  alone  will  require  at  least  545  police  officers,  and  that  then  each 
officer  will  have  a  beat  over  half  a  mile  in  length.  But  when  it  is  considered 
that  in  all  these  calculations  allowances  must  be  made  for  sickness,  absences 
firom  other  causes,  double  beats,  where  it  would  be  dangerous  to  send  one  man 
alooe,  and  details,  it  will  be  found  that  the  average  beat  will  become  much 
laxg^r,  and  in  the  end  it  will  be  found  that,  even  with  a  so  largely  increased 
force,  the  city  alone  would  not  be  overstocked  with  policemen.  The  board  does 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  recommending  any  so  expensive  an  experiment  as 
that  indicated :  it  only  desires  to  show,  by  contrast,  how  very  much  below  the 
nal  wants  of  the  district  the  present  force  is,  with  the  hope  that  the  legislature 
oav  be  induced  to  do  something  towards  supplying  the  deficiency.  At  present, 
it  M  estimated  that  each  patrolman  must  guard  about  four  miles  of  territory, 
vnffidently  inhabited  to  require  constant  vigilance;  of  course,  this  is  simply 
inpoesible,  and  it  is  not  attempted.  The  best  is  done  that  can  be  under  the 
omanstances,  and  the  work  of  the  police  for  the  year,  as  shown  by  the 
tiUes  annexed,  is  herewith  submitted. 


144     REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  INTERIOR, 

The  government  employs  in  the  various  departments  and  public  buildings 
between  ninety-five  and  one  hundred  watchmen  and  police  officers,  at  a  cost  of 
from  sixty  to  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  This  force  is  entirely  independent 
of  the  metropolitan  police,  and  has  no  connexion  therewith,  and  the  board  is  not 
advised  what  arrests,  if  any,  are  made  by  the  men  thus  employed,  or  under 
what  regulations  they  are  controlled;  of  this,  however,  it  is  satisfied  that  both  the 
number  employed  and  the  amount  expended  in  their  support  are  such  as  to 
merit  some  supervision  of  their  labors.  It  is  reepectfulty  suggested  that  it 
might  be  well  to  inquire  whether  the  duties  devolved  upon  this  class  of  officers 
cruld  not  be  better  performed  under  such  discipline  and  regulations  aa  the  board 
of  police  has  adopted  for  the  government  of  its  force. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of  all  the  officers  of  the  government  the  policeman  is 
the  worst  paid.  This  is  due,  in  some  measure,  to  the  fact  that  his  office  has 
been  heretofore,  in  the  community,  held  in  somewhat  low  estimation.  In  other 
communities  a  most  remarkable  reform  in  public  sentiment,  in  this  respect,  has 
taken  place,  and  it  is  time  we  had  felt  something  of  it  here.  That  reform  i» 
based  upon  the  recognition  on  all  hands  of  the  met  that,  since  the  livcA  and 
property  of  the  whole  community  are  in  a  most  especial  manner  intrusted  to  the 
poljce  officer,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  conseouence  that  that  officer  should  be 
worthy  of  the  trust  so  imposed  upon  him.  To  the  police  officer,  at  all  freo^ons, 
but  most  particularly  at  night,  when  we  are  asleep,  we  intrust  the  guardiaa«»hip 
of  our  property  and  the  protection  of  our  lives;  indeed,  in  proportion  as  the  city 
is  well  guarded  by  policemen  do  we  feel  safe.  It  needs  no  argument,  then,  to 
demonstrate  that  it  is  better  to  intrust  this  guardianship  to  a  man  of  respect- 
ability, integrity,  honesty,  and  worth,  than  to  one  who  is  out  little,  if  any,  above 
or  superior  to  the  thief  or  murderer  against  whom  we  desire  protection.  Nor  15 
this  all:  the  office  of  policeman  is  surrounded  with  temptations,  against  which  Le 
must  be  proof,  or  he  becomes  from  his  very  position  the  worst  enemy  of  tho 
community.  Besides,  the  police  officer  is  to  be  ever  vigilant  and  on  the  alert;  he 
must  face  every  danger,  even  though  his  life  be  threatened,  as  it  is  at  almost 
every  turn;  and  all  this,  too,  at  the  risk  of  losing  the  place  he  holds  if  he  fail^  to 
do  his  whole  duty.  It  must  be  evident  that  there  is  but  one  way  in  which  the 
services  of  good  men,  men  proper  for  such  positions,  can  be  obtained.  The  office 
must  be  worthy  of  their  acceptance,  or,  in  other  words,  the  pay  attached  to  it 
must  be  such  as  to  secure  good  men,  and  retain  them  when  once  secured.  In 
the  outset  the  board  of  police  had  the  good  fortune,  as  far  as  the  interest  of  the 

Solice  force  was  concerned,  to  find  such  a  condition  of  affairs  that  they  had  no 
ifficulty  in  obtaining  good  men,  and  all  their  appointments*  since  have  been  of 
the  same  character — a  fact  that  all  acknowledge  is  due  to  the  circum^tauce» 
surrounding  the  country,  rather  than  to  the  eligibility  of  the  officers  thems^crlve^. 
This  does  not  change  the  principle,  however,  and  there  is  no  saying  how  soon  a 
change  in  affairs  may  drive  the  board  of  police  back  to  a  choice  of  men,  such  a^  it 
must  be  compelled  to  make  for  the  office  as  it  stands.  The  government  pays  tho 
police  officer  of  the  Capitol  1 1,100  per  year;  a  watchman  in  a  department,  fnim 
$550  to  $600;  a  messenger,  $840;  assistant  messenger,  $700;  laborers,  $(>00; 
and  lamplighters,  $600.  The  metropolitan  police  officers  are  paid — ^the  serjjf'ant. 
$600;  and  the  patrolman,  $480;  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  here  that  the  spr;^ant, 
who  is  the  officer  in  command  of  the  police  precinct,  is,  by  the  vexy  nature  «it* 
things,  compelled  to  keep  careful  records  and  make  regular  reports  at  frequent 
intervals  of  anything  that  takes  place  in  his  precinct.  No  comment  is  needed 
upon  this  state  of  things.  Unless  it  can  be  made  e%ident  that  the  intert»f:t« 
intrusted  to  him,  or  work  done  by  him,  is  more  insignificant  than  that  oi  the 
other  officers  mentioned,  it  is  a  simple  act  of  injustice  to  make  the  distiuctiMO 
against  the  policeman. 

The  annexed  tables  show  the  number  of  arrests  made  durmg  the  year,  witl» 
theur  various  classifications,  and  such  particulars  with  reference  to  the  property 
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recoveied  and  other  work  done  by  the  police  force  as  the  imperfect  working  of 
ft  !>j8tem  so  entirely  new  and  untried  as  the  present  renders  it  possible  to  exhibit. 
From  the  nature  of  things,  ther:$  has  been  a  much  larger  amount  of  crime 
and  disorder  in  the  District  during  the  past  than  in  any  former  year,  but  the 
board  is  satisfied  that  this  has  been  greatly  less  than  it  would  have  been  without 
the  presence  of  the  police  force.  Indeed,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  city 
lias  really  been  more  quiet,  due  allowance  being  made  for  surrounding  circum- 
stances, than  the  most  sanguine  of  our  citizens  could  have  hoped. 

The  disciplme  of  the  force  has  been  maintained  by  pursuing  a  rigid  course  of 
inrestigation  into  eyeiy  act  of  misconduct  charged  against  the  officers.  In  cases 
of  offences  committed  by  officers,  both  the  law  and  the  regulations  make  provision 
for  a  fair  trial  after  notice  to  the  officer,  allowing  him  sufficient  time  to  prepare 
his  defence.  One  hundred  and  four  cases  have  been  tried  by  the  board  during 
the  year,  with  the  following  result:  In  thirteen  cases  the  police  officer  has  been 
disimiMed,  in  thirty-eight  reprimanded,  and  in  nine  fined;  in  thirty-nine  cases  the 
complaint  has  been  dismissed,  and  in  five  cases  the  officer  has  resigned  pending 
the  charge.  The  board  has  been  a  good  deal  embarrassed  in  their  action  in  this 
rrgaid,  because  the  insignificance  of  the  pay  of  the  men  already  shown  precludes 
the  possibility  of  imposing  fines  by  way  of  punishment.  The  only  other  reme- 
dies are  dismissal  and  reprimand.  The  latter  has  been  found  of  little  or  no  effect; 
and  in  many  cases  where  a  fine  would  be,  it  is  satisfied,  a  sufficient  remedy,  the 
board  has  been  compelled  to  dismiss  the  officer. 

In  the  original  act  creating  the  police  department,  among  the  duties  of  the 
board  of  police  is  enumerated  the  following :  ''  to  remove  nuisances  existing  in 
the  public  streets,  roads,  alleys,  highways,  and  other  places."  This  very  general 
proviiiion  was  decided  to  mean  simply  the  enforcement  of  such  existing  local  laws 
a8  had  reference  to  the  subject  mentioned,  and  not  that  the  board  of  police  could 
expend  any  portion  of  the  appropriation  made  "  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
act  into  effect,"  in  cleaning  the  streets,  &c.,  of  the  District.  It  must  be  evident, 
however,  that  something  special  was  designed,  and  the  board  at  an  early  period 
tamed  its  attention  to  the  matter  in  question.  A  detail  was  made  of  six  officers, 
the  District  divided  into  sanitary  districts,  and  an  officer  placed  in  chaxge  of 
<^h.  Of  course,  only  such  measures  could  be  taken  as  the  existing  laws  placed 
within  reach  of  the  board,  and  whenever  either  those  laws  were  defective,  or  the 
provisions  made  by  the  corporations  were  insufficient,  it  has  been  impossible  for 
the  board  to  do  anything.  The  annexed  statement  will  show  what  has  been 
done: 

Nature  of  complaint. 

Filthy  alley» 116 

Fikhy  gutters 51 

Tnpft  (rf'  sewers 15 

^taenant  water  in  lots  and  cellars 45 

Bnikeu  and  choked  sewers 7 

Ftml  and  leaking  privies , 67 

Piles  of  rubbish '. 60 

Filthy  slaughter-hoajses 3 

^Hfal  and  filth  in  streets  and  alleys « 137  . 

Filthy  hogpens 60 

I>irty  yai^d 19 

Uaoore  and  ash  heaps 87 

iH'fi'ctive  pavements • 5 

(^tables  and  cowpens  filthy 6 

678 
8 10 
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These  compkints  have  been  attended  to  in  every  instance  hj  nutioes  serred 
by  the  officers  of  the  sanitary  details  under  the  law  controllmg  the  subject, 
and  with  the  result  foUowing : 

Abated  by  citizetis 510 

Abated  by  commissioner  of  improvement  of  the  city 93 

Abated  by  the  government 9 

And  there  remain  requiring  attention  from  the  local  authorities  and  indi- 
viduals    66 


67S 


The  amount  of  fines  collected  of  parties  prosecuted  for  committing  nQis^ancf**^ 
has  been  $103  22.     Besides  the  above,  there  are  reported  from  the  city  of 

Georgetown cases  of  complaint  attended  to  in  that  city,  under  a  set  of  city 

ordinances  differing  entirely  mm  those  controlling  the  city  of  Washington. 
The  foregoing  does  not  include  a  very  large  amount  of  work  done  by  the  rofn, 
of  which  there  is  and  can  be  as  a  matter  of  course  no  record.  With  all  tho 
vigilance,  however,  that  can  be  exercised,  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  one  that 
as  long  as  there  is  comparatively  no  under  drainage  in  the  cities  of  Washin<rton 
and  Georgetown  and  a  most  inadeqiiate  supply  of  water,  the  removal  of  nuisances 
can  be  only  done  approximately,  never  entirely. 

The  above-named  detail  for  sanitary  duty,  together  with  other  details  re- 
quired for  clerk  service  in  the  central  office,  where  by  law  sundry  records  are 
required  to  be  kept,  and  for  the  keeping  of  which  no  clerks  are  provided,  and 
for  other  special  police  duty,  constitute  the  details  mentioned  heretofore. 

The  late  act  of  Congress  makes  provision  for  a  sanitary  company  to  be  se- 
lected from  the  force,  and  will  of  course  make  a  permanent  reduction  in  it? 
members,  but  it  defines  the  duties  of  that  company,  and  to  that  extent  makc^ 
sure  that  which  was  so  indefinite  before,  and  it  is  hoped  will  thereby  render  iLe 
duties  less  difficult  of  performance.  A  detective  corps  has  by  the  same  act 
been  added  to  the  force,  and  a  very  great  improvement  made.  This  force  hw 
been  a  short  time  only  in  operation,  but  has  neverthelesis  already  accomplitfhotl 
much  towards  ridding  the  communitv  of  professional  and  known  thieves. 

The  act  of  Congress  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  corporations  of  Washington 
and  Georgetown  to  provide  suitable  station  houses  and  accommodations  for  the 
police  force.  As  yet  this  has  not  been  done,  the  present  accommodations  being 
very  temporary  and  insufficient.  The  board  has  made  application  to  the  rc^ 
spective  councils,  and  its  communications  are  now  before  these  bodies,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  response  making  some  suitable  provision  will  soon  be  accorded. 

Experience  has  taught  the  board  that  nothing  more  conduces  to  the  proper 
and  perfect  working  of  any  system  of  police  in  a  community  than  subordination 
and  responsibility  to  one  independent  head.  The  experiment  of  the  past  \vat, 
though  made  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  has  proved  that  with  a  board 
of  police,  independent  of  all  popular  control,  and  armed  with  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  when  rigorously  enforced  will  command  obedience  from  all  subor> 
dinates,  a  police  force  can  be  organized  and  maintained,  which  becomes  a  vao^t 
powerfril  engine  for  good,  if  for  no  other  reason,  simply  because  of  the  respect  it 
commands  from  the  community  at  large.  It  is  found  that  everything  dcpt^mU 
upon  the  morale  of  the  officers  composing  the  body  of  police,  and  it  is  out  of  the 
question  to  maintain  this  unless  the  men  are  made  to  understand  and  feel  their 
responsibility  to  a  head  entirely  independent  of  and  beyond  their  control.  Ita; 
it  must  be  evident  that  as  long  as  there  are  in  a  community  several  diffen-nt 
bodies  of  police,  some  irresponsible,  and  others  responsible  to  different  head^ 
there  can  never  be  a  fair  trial  of  that  system  so  generously  furnished  hy  Con- 
gress to  this  police  district.  There  are  in  this  district,  the  growth  of  many  years 
under  an  old  system,  a  large  number  of  men  holding  commbsions  as  constables, 
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•ad  iberehj  clothed  with  fall  police  powere,  who  are  respoMible  to  no  head  and 
entirely  udependent  of  anv  control  on  the  part  of  this  board;  there  is  also  a 
small  body  of  city  pohce  officers  whose  services  are  made  necessary  by  the  pro- 
TOion*  of  the  original  law  creating  the  police  district ;  these  officers  are  respon- 
aibie  to  a  h^  deriving  authority  from  the  city  government,  but  are  independent 
of  the  board  of  pohce;  to  these  classes  may  be  added  the  one  already  referred 
to  AS  having  chwge  of  the  several  departments  and  public  buildings,  who  as 
far  aa  die  board  is  advised,  are  wholly  irresponsible.  What  the  board  would 
respectfully  recommend  is,  that  all  of  these  officers  shall  be  made  in  some  war 
responsible  to  the  board,  so  that  the  board  of  police  shall  be  what  it  was  evi- 
denUy  mtended  to  be,  the  sole  head  of  police  in  this  district.  Besides  this 
recommendation  the  board  would  make  the  following : 

.  'T'^'i*  ^"»«^e  of  the  force  and  a  consequent  reorganiaation,  making  pro- 
vision for  offi^  of  different  grades  other  than  those  now  aUowed  by  kw,  and 
incliiduigm  that  number  a  deputy  superintendent,  or  one  or  more  inspectors  of 
police,  and  the  adoption  of  the  suggestions  made  in  this  report  respiting  the 
pay  of  the  pohce  m  each  of  the  different  grades.  re 

Set»md.  A  provision  for  clerks  sufficient  in  number,  and  the  board  think  there 
Bh<mld  be  at  least  three,  to  prform  the  necessaiy  office-work  of  the  department 

TAtrd.  And  they  would  further  recommend  some  such  legislation  as  will 
either  eMble  the  board  of  noHce  to  appoint  and  control  all  of  the  various  grades 
and  kinda  of  police,  or  officau  having  police  powers  within  the  metropalitan 
Sbe      idlS^  «*■  ^  »^^  ^^^^^  sttct  officers  to  report  and  be  responsible  to 

In  oonnexiwi  with  this  its  annual  exhibit  of  the  c<mdition  of  tiie  police  dis- 
trict, the  board  deem  it  not  amiss  to  invite  attention  to  some  matters  havmg  a 
direct  bearing  upon  the  treatment  of  crime  and  criminals  withm  that  district 
The  condition  of  the  iail  of  the  county  has  been  so  frequently  the  subject  of 
report  and  comment  that  it  is  not  necessary  even  to  refer  to  it  here.  The  board 
^  not  advised  that  there  has  been  any  very  recent  hnprovement  in  its  condition. 
Smcc  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  penitentiary  has  been  taken  by  the  gov- 
erament,  and  is  no  longer  used  as  a  prison.  There  is,  therefore,  really  no  lOaee 
of  confinement  for  crinnnals  m  our  I)istrict,  except  the  jail  refeired^qt  ab^ 
the  condition  of  which  has  been  for  years  the  subject  of  the  most  wmtmt  and 
bitter  abuiie.  Ij  lias  been  suggested  that,  as  the  act  of  Congress  known  as  -  the 
p«ial  code  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  prescribes  as  the  punishment  for  most 
offence*      unpnsonment  and  labor  m  the  penitentiary  for  the  District  of  Colum- 

It  '^  ™r  "^^^  ""^.^^  ^"^  f  pnnishment  is  provided  by  law,  or  some 
other  mode  of  punishment  ordamed,  such  offenders  must  go  unpunished  ths^Z 
being  no  place  known  to  the  Uw  in  which  they  can  be  ^iT  T^ ^^ 
pLicc  of  confinement  for  offenders  agaim^t  the  local  or  cor^ration  Uws  are  ihe 
workhouses  bdoi^ng  to  the  two  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  Th! 
workhoo-e  for  yfashing^n  city  is  attoched  to  aT  forms  pTrtTtle  puWic 
ahnahocae,  and  is  entirely  msu&cient  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  desfmS 
In  Georgetown  the  same  charge  of  insufficiency  may  be  made.  BoSi  oTfi 
building*  were  erected  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  people  some  years  aeo  ani 
«  of  eoorse  nnsuited  to  the  very  much  increased  po^ufation  of  tL  tiiJ^^Not 
to  dwell  opon  this  subject,  it  may  be  safely  said  tbat'^there  is  no  commnity  L 
this  country  so  inadequately  supplied  with  orison  accommodations  as  thKd 
none  m  which  ample  provision  is  more  needed     The  board  refouns  from  makb J 

cl^^^^T^^Ji!  TTiT'  '^'  '"  ""'T^^  ""^^^  '^^  consideration  of 
tonpess  that  it  is  satisfied  the  deficiency  must  be  soon  supplied 

There  la  nothing  so  much  needed  in  the  District,  howevw  as  a  wifArm  i«  ♦!. 

|««eot  .ytem  of  pettycruninal  tribunals,  and  the  tS, VoffenlTfor  tt 

fe-^r  olfencca.    A  number  of  jusfces  of  the  peace,  clothed  with  the  power  „f 

eMBUMUon  into  matteis  of  cnme  and  oommitment  where  the  case  Smuu  to 
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require  further  invcBtigation,  compose  these  trihunals  and  perform  these  duties. 
By  this  means  almost  every  case  of  a  misdemeanor  or  petty  offence,  where  the 
charge  is  made  out,  is  sent  to  the  criminal  court,  ana  that  tribunal  thereby 
burdened  with  an  immense  amount  of  business  that  ought  never  to  find  its  way 
into  a  court  of  such  character.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  government  has  to  pay 
the  greatly  increased  expenses  attending  this  mode  of  trial  of  such  causes,  and 
the  community  is  deprived  of  the  benefit  that  always  arises  from  a  speedy  trial 
and  punishment  of  off<!nderB  against  the  law.  Under  the  present  system  each 
case  must  go  to  a  grand  jury,  and  thence  to  a  petty  jury ;  the  prosecuting 
attorney  must  be  paid  his  legal  fees,  and  each  witness  the  fee  allowed  him  by 
law.  Such  cases  form  the  larger  part  of  the  dockets  of  the  criminal  court,  and 
consequently  of  the  expense  incurred  in  maintaining  that  court.  The  magi»tFate 
having  power  only  to  commit  or  take  bail,  of  course  the  punishment  of  the 
criminal  is  delayed  until  the  cause  can  be  reached  and  tried  in  the  court  to 
which  it  is  sent.  Sometimes  mouths  elapse  before  this  can  be  done,  and  not 
unfrequently  the  witnesses  have  removed  from  the  District ;  and,  again,  some- 
times the  preliminary  confinement  in  jail  is  of  itself  a  greater  punishment  than 
the  law  allots  to  the  offence  committed  by  the  criminal.  But,  worst  of  all,  tha 
punishment  follows  the  crime  so  tardily  that  it  is  deprived  of  all  value  as  a 
wamiug  to  other  offenders.  The  board  is  confident  that  could  such  a  reform  be 
effected  as  would  cause  punishment  to  follow  at  once  the  commission  of  crimr, 
there  would  be  an  immediate  and  permanent  diminution  of  crime  in  this  police 
district.  This  can  only  be  done  by  the  establishment  of  such  courts  for  the 
trial  and  final  adjudication  of  this  class  of  cases  as  exist  in  other  communities. 
Over  these  tribunals  such  men  must  be  selected  to  preside  as  will  conunand  the 
respect  of  the  community ;  and  the  pay  attached  to  their  office  must  also  bo 
sucn  as  will  guarantee  men  of  the  highest  intelligence  and  integrity.  As  long 
us  the  emoluments  of  a  judicial  office  are  derived  from  fees,  there  will,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  be  a  strong  temptation  on  the  part  of  the  officer  holding  the 
position  to  multiply  cases  and  costs;  and,  under  the  present  system,  the  Ixiard 
are  satisfied  that  an  immense  expense  is  incurred  that  wiU  be  saved  by  the 
reform  proposed. 

An  eminent  writer,  treating  of  the  police  and  thieves  of  London,  holds  the 
following  language,  which  is  deemed  so  appropriate  to  the  matter  referred  to 
that  the  board  wUl  be  pardoned  for  quoting  it : 

"  K  the  machinery  for  preventing  and  detecting  crime  has  so  vastly  improved 
within  this  present  century,  the  same  may  be  said  for  the  method  of  dispenning 
justice.  Up  to  as  late  as  1792  the  magistrates  of  Bow  street  (the  first  poli(.-e 
office  as  it  was  then  termed)  were  paid  in  that  most  obnoxious  of  all  modes,  by 
fees,  which  were  oflen  obtained  in  a  manner  so  disgraceful,  that  the  ma^i^traU'S 
got  the  name  of  *  trading  justices'  and  '  basket  justices.'  The  *  basket  justices' 
were  so  called  because  they  allowed  themselves  to  be  bought  over  by  presents 
of  baskets  of  game.  These  enormities  were  so  glaring  that,  according  to  To>iu- 
send,  they  at  last  led  to  the  police  bill  ;*  and  it  was  a  great  blessing  to  the 
public  to  do  away  with  these  men;  for  they  were  nothing  better  than  the 
encouragers  of  blacklegs,  vice,  and  plmidcrers.     There  is  no  doubt  about  it." 

•  •         « r£^Q  police  courts  may  be  likened  to  so  many  shafts  sunk  in  the 
smooth  surface  of  society,  through  which  the  seething  mass  of  dehaachery» 

violence,  and  crime  are  daily  bubbling  up  before  the  public  eye."         •  * 

•  ••••••••  • 

"  With  the  common  people,  with  whom  these  institutions  have  mainl  v  to  deal, 
justice  should  be  dispensea  with  a  regard  to  appearances ;  there  should  be  the 
formality  of  the  superior  courts,  and  somewhat  of  their  show.  A  magistrate 
sitting  in  a  plain  black  dress,  like  an  ordinary  gentleman,  and  a  lawyer  di$* 
pe using  justice  in  his  wig  and  gown,  are  two  very  different  things  to  the  lower 
classes,  whatever  they  may  be  to  educated  persons ;  and  the  want  of  all  officiid 
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coetnme,  and  the  huddled  style  of  doing  business  inseparable  from  the  present 
ooniiiked  space,  is  not  calculated  to  inspire  the  people  with  much  respect.  The 
police  shottldt  at  least,  be  put  upon  a  level  with  the  county  courts.  The  latter 
haye  to  deal  with  less  momentous  interests.  Questions  of  paltry  debt  cannot 
be  pat  ia  comparison  with  questions  involving  die  liberty  of  the  subject ;  the 
power  of  committing  to  prison  for  six  months,  with  hard  labor,  is  far  more  im- 
portant than  that  of  adjudicating  in  money  disputes  under  five  pounds.  It  is 
not  enough  that  justice  is  administered ;  it  is  the  opinion  which  the  people  have 
of  it  that  produces  the  effect ;  and  until  the  judgment  seat  is  rendered  aignified, 
and  those  who  sit  on  it  are  clothed  with  the  habiliments  which  distinguish  the 
nugi^tnite  from  the  man,  the  law,  by  losing  most  of  its  impressiveuess,  will 
lose  its  moral  power  over  delinquents.  The  vulgar  terror  of  punishment  may 
remaiD,  but  the  lesson  which  is  conveyed  to  the  feelings  by  the  solemn  stateli- 
nefls  of  the  tribunal  is  entirely  gone." 

BECAPITULATION. 

The  whole  number,  of  arrests  for  the  year  has  been  22,207.  Of  these,  19,052 
were  males,  3,155  females;  16,417  could  read  and  write,  5,790  could  not  read 
or  write;  8,725  were  married,  13,482  were  single. 

The  offices  may  be  classified  as  follows :  Offences  against  property,  4,968 
malea,  521  females;  offences  against  the  person,  14,133  males,  2,585  females. 


THB  DISPOSITION  OF  CASBS. 

Of  the  cases  reported,  the  following  disposition  has  been  made :  983  sent  to 
jail,  6,071  dismissed,  439  gave  security  to  keep  the  peace,  4,522  were  turned 
over  to  the  military  authorities,  1,521  were  sent  to  the  workhouse,  450  gave  bail 
for  coort,  and  872  cases  were  returned  "  not  disposed  of,"  or  "  held  for  further 
hearing."  Upon  the  morning  reports,  254  cases  were  disposed  of  by  the  inflic- 
tioa  of  some  slight  punishment  at  the  time,  and  are  registered  under  the  head  of 
mi^ellancous. 

Besides  the  above,  fines  have  been  imposed  in  7,095  cases,  amounting,  in  all, 
to  $32,532  46,  as  follows : 

Washington  city,  including  a  portion  of  the  county $27,  750  33 

Georgetown,  including  a  portion  of  the  county 3,  532  13 

For  selling  liq^aor  to  soldiers,  imposed  under  the  act  of  Congress         1,  250  00 

32,532  46 


PROPERTY  RBCOVERBD. 

At  the  organization  of  the  department  it  was  found  impossible  so  to  keep  the 
Twords  of  the  property  recovered  in  various  ways  by  the  force,  as  to  show  with 
the  accuracy  essential  to  a  report  like  this  the  disposition  made  of  that  property. 
Br  the  appointment  of  a  property  clerk,  and  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  reports 
and  reeoros,  that  difficulty  has  l>een  remedied,  and  a  perfect  exhibit  can  now  be 
nade  of  the  disposal  of  every  article  of  property  coming  into  the  hands  of  the 
officers.  But  as,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year,  the  report  in  this  regard 
^uld  necessarily  be  somewhat  indefinite,  it  is  thought  best  simply  to  state  that 
the  whole  amount  of  property  which  has  been  received  into  the  department  and 
^posed  of  in  various  ways  is  $106,761  39. 
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INCIDBNTAL  DUTIES  OF  THB  DBPARTMBNT. 

Under  this  head  are  reported :  3,  250  destitute  persons  ftunisbed  with  lodg- 
ings, 351  sick  and  indigent  assisted,  34  fires  attended,  31  lost  children  returned 
to  their  parents  or  guardians. 

Z.  C.  ROBBINS. 
President  Board  of  Metropolitan  Police, 
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REPORT 


or  THB 


WARDEN   OF   THE   PENITENTIARY. 


Oppicb  of  Inspbctors,  IJ.  S.  Pbnitbntiar  y  for  District  of  Columbia, 

November  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  inmatea  of  the  penitentimy  during  the  past  yeax  have  heen  highlj 
&Tored  with  good  health.  There  have  been  but  few  cases  of  sickness,  and  those 
of  an  unimportant  character.     No  death  has  occurred. 

The  improved  healthiness  of  the  penitentiary  may  be  ascribed  to  two  causes : 
First,  the  draining  of  the  low,  marshy  ground  immediately  east  of  the  building  by 
tbe  present  energetic  commandant  of  the  arsenal ;  and,  secondly,  to  the  cleanly 
condition  of  the  convicts  and  their  apartments,  and  the  entire  freedom  from 
all  impurities  of  the  building  and  grounds.  The  food  is  of  the  cheapest  kind, 
and  with  scarcely  any  variety,  as  required  by  law;  but  it  is  good  and  substan* 
tial,  and  imparts  health  and  strength  to  the  consumer.  Appropriate  means  have 
been  provided  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  convicts,  and  the 
maal  Sabbath  services  have  been  regmarly  continued,  and  elicited  the  most  re- 
Bpectfnl  and  apparently  anxious  attention.  It  may  be  that  these  efforts  to 
awaken  their  consciences,  and  impress  them  with  a  proper  apprehension  of  their 
moral  and  religious  obligations,  have  had  some,  if  not  a  material,  effect  in  pro- 
ducing the  subordination  and  order  that  have  recently  characterized  the  conduct  of 
the  convicts.  They  have  been  obedient  and  manageable,  and  given  but  little,  if 
any,  trouble  to  those  who  superintend  them.  Their  daily  tasks  have  been  per- 
foniied  with  a  light  and  cheerful  spirit,  and  there  has  been  but  little  exhibition 
of  ill-temper  or  dissatisfaction.  The  admirable  discipline  observed  is  calculated 
to  foster  and  promote  this  satisfactory  condition  among  the  convicts;  for,  whilst 
it  B  rigid  and  imperative,  the  sympathetic  claims  of  humanity  are  recognized, 
and  temper  its  ei^orcement  with  such  a  d^ree  of  kindness  as  to  divest  it  of 
^Tf^n  the  semblance  of  harshness.  No  similar  institution  could  be  conducted 
▼ith  more  regularity,  system,  and  order  than  has  of  late  been  preserved  in  this 
eitublishment.  Idleness  has  been  a  stranger  to  it,  and  every  one  has  been  kept 
actively  employed.  Occupation  is  not  only  a  relief  to  those  confined  in  prison, 
hot  prevents  them  from  devising  plans  for  escape  and  exhibiting  a  turbulent  and 
vnndy  spirit.  It  gives  them  industrious  habits,  which,  when  they  are  again 
tamed  loose  upon  the  world,  will  prompt  them  to  rely  upon  their  own  exertions 
for  a  living,  and  not  to  resort  to  dishonest  practices,  which  in  so  many  instances 
hare  branded  them  with  the  infamy  of  a  convict. 

Having  so  recently  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  our  duties  as  inspectors,  we 
are  not  prepared  to  make  any  recommendations  calculated  to  increase  the  revenue 
arinng  mm  the  products  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  or  to  diminish  the  expenses 
<yf  their  support. 


152     REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Material  faaa  greatlj  enhanced  in  value,  bat  labor  does  not  receive  a  correa* 
ponding  remuneration. 

If  there  was  a  just  proportion  between  the  cost  of  material  and  recompen^ 
to,  labor,  the  profits  on  the  products  of  the  penitentiary  would  greatlj  diminish 
its  expense  to  the  government.  Convict  labor  is  vastly  undervidued,  not  merely 
because  of  a  prejudice  in  the  public  mind  against  it,  but  likewise  because  of  the 
comparatively  little  cost  of  supporting  it.  The  products  of  the  penitentxarv, 
therefore,  cannot  be  sold  for  their  intrinsic  worth ;  but  still,  with  this  odds 
against  them,  if  there  was  a  sufficient  demand  to  keep  all  hands  occupied  to 
furnish  a  supply,  the  profits  arising  from  them  would  go  far  towards  relieving 
the  government  from  the  burden  of  its  support.  Of  course,  to  attain  so  desirable 
an  end,  it  would  likewise  be  necessary  to  prevent  all  abuses,  whether  wilful  or 
of  neglect,  and  to  institute  a  rigid  system  of  economy  and  accountability.  We 
are  not  prepared  to  say,  from  the  little  observation  we  have  been  able  to  make 
during  the  brief  period  we  have  had  charge  of  the  penitentiary,  whether  there 
has  been  any  laxity  in  either  respect,  and  we  have  been  unwilling  to  make  any 
changes  until  our  experience  should  enable  us  to  do  so  judiciously,  w^ithout 
incurring  the  risk  of  inflicting  injury  in  our  e£forts  to  accomplish  good.  T*be  act 
pf  Congress  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  government  and  discipline  of  the 
penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  seems  to  have  contemplated  that  it 
should,  if  possible,  sustain  itself,  and  be  a  source  of  profit  to  the  govemmeuL 
This  is  utterlv  impracticable,  as  must  be  obvious  on  me  slightest  refiectioii. 

There  are  but  few  convicts,  on  entering  the  penitentiary,  who  have  trades  or 
other  useful  occupations,  and  even  those  few,  with  but  rare  exceptions,  cannot 
be  made  available,  owing  to  the  description  of  work  that  is  carried  on  in  the 
establishment.  It  follows  as  a  consequence  that  nearly  all  the  convicts  have  to 
undergo  an  apprenticeship  in  acquiring  the  knowledge  that  is  to  render  them 
useful,  and  before  they  attain  that  degree  of  perfection,  about  one-half  of  the 
period  of  their  sentence,  in  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  cases,  has  expin*d. 
In  the  mean  time  they  have  been  an  expense  to  the  penitentiary  without  making 
the  slightest  retuiii,  and  during  the  residue  of  their  service  the  proceeds  of  their 
labor  amount  to  but  little  more  than  the  current  cost  of  their  support.  There 
are  other  causes  that  tend  to  prevent  the  institution  fi*om  being  scLP-sustaining — 
such  as  the  waste  and  destruction  of  material,  which  is  unavoidable  with  perstms 
learning  a  trade,  despite  the  caution  and  vigilance  that  may  be  exercised  over 
them.  So  far  as  our  inquiries  have  extended,  we  have  been  unable  to  Icam  of 
the  existence  of  any  similar  institution  that  is  self-supporting,  and  it  can  scarcely 
be  expected  that  in  this  city  the  penitentiary  would  be  able  to  simport  ittfeff, 
where  there  is  scarcely  any  commerce  and  but  a  poor  market  for  the  purchase 
of  the  material  used  or  the  sale  of  articles  manufactured.  Whilst  it  may  not  be 
made  a  self-supporting  institution,  there  can  be  no  just  reason  why  it  sliould  Iks 
an  expensive  concern  to  the  government.  We  believe,  by  the  adoption  of  propf_*r 
measures,  though  it  may  not  realize  the  original  intention  of  Congress,  tliat  the 
cost  of  its  support  to  the  government  could  be  reduced  to  an  inconsiderable  sum, 
of  which  there  would  be  no  disposition  to  complain. 

During  the  year  ending  September  30,  1861,  the  excess  of  expenditures  over 
the  profits  amounted  to  $16,653  28.  During  the  year  ending  30th  September 
last  the  excess  was  $8,699  06,  showing  a  difference  of  $7,954  22  less  than  the 
preceding  year,  notwithstanding  there  were  one  hundred  and  two  soldiers  im- 
prisoned in  the  penitentiary  under  sentence  of  courts-mai:tial>  who  were  pardoned 
afler  having  been  confined  on  an  average  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-nve  days. 

Their  support  and  clothing  during  tbeir  imprisonment  cost  about  throe  thou* 
sand  dollars,  an  expense  not  properly  chargeable  to  the  penitentiary,  but  which 
it  had  to  bear. 

This  sum,  therefore,-  in  faimeQs,  should  be  deducted  from  the  excess  of  ex- 
penditures for  the  year,  which  would  leave  the  profits  of  the  estabUshmcnl 
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15,699  06  short  of  the  cost  of  its  support  and  maintenance.  In  another  year  it 
»  believed,  bj  pursuing  the  systematic  and  economical  management  observed 
Ust  year,  that  the  profits  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  expenses  excepting 
tlie  compensation  of  officers. 

The  penitentiary  building  and  enclosure  occupies  an  acre  or  two  about  the 
centre  of  the  arsenal  grounds,  and  the  War  Department  for  several  years  has 
Wn  anxious  for  its  removal. 

Owing  to  the  rebellion,  there  has  been  a  necessity  for  the  accumulation  at  the 
arsenal  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  an  almost  unlimited  quantity,  and  there 
were  no  means  of  storing  them  away  in  security.  Hence  it  became  a  military 
necessity  to^take  possession  of  the  penitentiary  for  the  protection  of  this  costly 
and  dangerous  public  property,  and  in  accordance  with  directions  firom  the  War 
Department  the  building  was  vacated  and  turned  over  to  the  commandant  of 
tbe  arsenal. 

The  prisoneFBt  as  you  are  aware,  were  transferred  to  the  penitentiary  near 
Albany,  New  York,  where  it  is  presumed  they  will  remain  until  a  suitable 
bniiding  has  been  provided  for  them  in  this  District. 

The  loss  of  the- DuUding  as  a  penitentiary  is  not  much  to  be  regretted,  as  it 
w»  badly  located  and  unsuited  in  almost  every  respect  for  such  a  purpose. 

We  cannot  permit  ourselves  to  doubt  but  that  Congress  will,  at  an  early 
period  of  the  approaching-session,  make  ample  provision  for  the  erection  of  a  large 
and  oommodiouB  edifice  for  a  penitentiary  on  some  eligible  site,  with  the  neces- 
Bary  workshops,  embracing  the  modem  improvements  for  heating,  lighting,  ven- 
tilating, and  supplying  with  water,  which  conduce  so  much  to  the  safety  of  a 
bniiding  and  the  health  of  its  inmates. 

Tbe  act  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia  (United 
States  Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  4,  fol.  448)  provides  that  all  capital  felonies  and 
crimes,  except  murder,  treason,  and  piracy,  and  other  felonies,  misdemeanors, 
and  ofiiences  for  which  punishments  were  defined  by  law  before  the  passage  of 
tbe  act,  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  and  labor  in  the  penitentiary  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  for  periods  ranging  from  one  to  thirty  years,  and  in  certaiu 
tuWf  on  the  repetition  of  the  offences,  during  their  natural  lives.  Unless  we 
ha?e  a  penitentiary  of  some  description  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  it  appears  to 
n«  that  our  criminal  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  cannot  be  executed.  Some  legis- 
lation will  be  necessary  to  correct  this  perplexing  state  of  things,  even  though 
it  be  temporary,  and  we  trust,  from  the  importance  of  the  subject,  that  Congress 
will  give  it  early  attention. 

We  submit  herewith  the  reports  of  the  officers  of  the  penitentiary,  a  statement 
of  tbe  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  convicts,  all  of 
which  contain  much  interesting  information  in  detail,  and  which  we  are  req^uired 
by  law  to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  GUNTON, 
THOS.  DONOHOE, 
JOHN  B,  BLAKE, 

Inspectors, 

Hon.  Galbb  B.  Smith. 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


United  States  Penitentiary, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  26, 1862. 

Grntlbmbn  :  It  is  now  my  duty  to  make  my  annual  report,  and  I  must  say 
that  I  am  unable  to  make  such  a  report  as  I  anticipated  I  should  be  able  to  do 
<nie  jetr  ago.  From  the  time  that  I  entered,  upon  my  duties  up  to  the  time  I 
>ttde  my  ]«it  report,  I  did  my  best  to  furnish  the  prisoners  with  tools  and  such 
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emplojment  as  I  could  employ  them  at  beat,  thisking  that  bj  a  perfect  BTatcm 
of  DUBineaa  and  judicioas  management  I  ahoald  be  able  to  report  on  thia  daj 
that  for  the  paat  year  this  iuetitution  had  been  a  {self-suataining  one»  excepting 
the  salaries  for  gnards ;  but  for  reasons  beyond  my  control  it  has  not.  The  report 
will  show  how  near.  The  unpleasant  state  of  feeling  that  has  existed  ondl  the 
last  few  months,  and  the  willingness  that  some  have  had  to  annoy  and  embarraM 
me  in  my  business  transactions,  rather  than  aid  me  and  to  inquire  in  a  friendly 
way  into  my  affiiirs,  and  be  willing  to  hear  some  explanations  of  the  outside 
rumors,  preferring  to  take  in  wholesale  to  the  department  and  executive*  has 
made  it  anything  else  but  a  pleasant  place.  The  conduct  of  the  prisoners,  with 
some  few  exceptions,  has  been  good,  and  as  a  general  thing  they  hafb  done  their 
duties  in  the  workshops  in  a  cheerful  and  willing  way.  I  have  made  it  a  point 
in  all  cases,  as  soon  as  prisoners  could  make  good  work,  to  give  them  a  reasona- 
ble task,  and  to  allow  tnem  twenty  cents  per  pair  of  shoes  for  over*work,  if  they 
all  passed  inspection.  This  has  not  only  encouraged  the  well-disposed  to  labor 
harder  than  they  "Otherwise  would,  but  stimulated  the  evil-disposed  to  do  some- 
thing for  themselves,  and  many  have  been  enabled  to  let  their  familiea  draw 
firom  me  this  small  fond,  which  has  helped  them  to  siipport  themselves. 

Although  many  differ  with  me  on  this  point,  yet  I  must  say,  from  my  short 
experience,  there  is  nothing  lost  but  much  to  be  gained  in  being  kind  and  en- 
couraging to  the  prisoners.  Many  of  them  are  kind  and  good-hearted,  but,  in 
some  unguarded  moment,  often  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  they  committed 
some  act  which  disgraced  themselves,  and  to  atone  for  which  they  were  sent  to 
the  penitentiary. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  for  the  past  year  has  been  good,  and,  what  is  very 
remarkable  among  so  many  convicts,  there  has  not  one  died  in  the  prison  since 
I  have  been  connected  with  it. 

As  to  the  cleanliness,  the  general  management,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
institution,  I  hope  the  honorable  board,  although  but  just  entered  upon  their 
duties,  will  paraon  me  in  handing  this  part  of  the  report  over  to  them  to  give  it 
such  weight  as  they  think  it  deserves. 

The  convict  journal  will  show  that  we  have  had  a  large  influx  of  soldier?, 
besides  the  usual  number  from  our  criminal  court.  Over  one  hundred  were 
court-martialled  and  sent  here,  remaining  only  a  trifle  over  four  months,  whc^n 
they  were  pardoned.  The  expense  of  benches,  tools,  and  the  time  of  all  our 
best  workmen  to  instruct  them,  the  waste  of  leather,  and  damage  done  to  sboeB, 
together  with  their  outfit,  have  been  great.  And  this  institution  is  justly  entitled 
to  a  credit  for  boarding,  clothing,  and  guarding  this  class  of  prisoners,  increasing 
our  expenses  to  a  large  amount,  as  the  figures  will  show. 

And  in  conclusion  I  will  say,  that  inasmuch  as  Congress  had  so  kindly  opened 
a  market  at  the  War  Department  for  our  shoes,  and  I  had  just  got  all  other 
kinds  of  boots  and  shoes  removed  from  the  shop,  and  was  concentrating  our 
whole  force  in  the  shoe  shop  in  manufacturing  the  army  shoes,  I  regretted  to 
have  it  broken  up.  Yet  every  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  increase  of  busi- 
ness that  was  crowded  upon  the  arsenal  in  its  limited  capacity  must  at  once 
admit  that  the  penitentiary  was  indispensable  for  its  enlargement.  I  therefore 
yielded  to  the  call  made  upon  me,  and  gave  it  up,  with  all  the  troubles  connected 
with  it,  and  wait  the  pleasure  of  a  wise  Congress  to  take  such  measures  as  they 
minr  think  best. 

With  many  thanks  to  the  honorable  board  of  inspectors  for  the  kind  feeling 
they  have  manifested  towards  me  during  our  short  acquaintance,  I  remain,  sirs 
ycur  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  KING,  Warden. 

Hon.  Board  of  Inspectors. 
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Officb  United  Statbs  Penitentiary,  D.  C^ 

Ocioher  24,  1862. 

Gbntt^bmbn  :  I  liave  tbe  honor  herewitli  to  submit  statements  ezbibiting  the 
financial  operationB  of  this  prison  for  the  fiscal  jear  ending  June  30,  1862,  the 
nature  and  amount  of  expenditures  during  the  business  year  ending  September 
30,  1862,  and  the  number  of  convicts  confined  in  this  prison  October  1,  1861 ; 
the  number  receiTcd,  the  number  discharged  hj  expiration  of  sentence,  the  num- 
ber pardoned,  escaped,  kc^  during  the  year ;  their  sex,  age,  color,  places  of 
ikatiTity,  where  convicted,  crime,  terms  of  sentence,  employment,  &c 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CASTALIO  H08MEB, 
Clerk  United  SUUee  PenkenHary. 
Hon.  BoABD  OF  Inspbctors. 


Washington,  D.  C,  October  24, 1862. 

Gbttlbmbn:  According  to  the  requirements  of  law,  I  make  to  you  this 
annual  report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  United  States  penitentiary  for 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1862. 

The  health  of  the  convicts  during  this  year  has  been  better  than  for  the  year 
previous.  There  have  been  no  contagious  or  epidemic  diseases  among  the  con- 
victs, and  there  has  not  been  the  usual  amount  of  fever  and  ague.  I  am  glad 
to  be  able  to  state  that  no  deaths  have  occurred  among  the  convicts  during  the 
present  jear.  I  attribute  the  general  good  health  of  the  prisoners  to  the  good 
and  bountiful  supply  of  food  and  strict  attention  to  cleanlineBS  of  persons  and 
Of  lis. 

I  am,  yours,  respectfully, 

JNO.  B.  KEASBEY, 
Physician  U.  S.  Penitentiary. 
Hon.  Inspbctobs  U.  8.  Penitentiary. 


Fbmalb  Department  IJ.  S.  Penitentiary,  October  1,  1862. 

Gbntlbmbn  :  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  submit  to  you  a  brief  report  of  the 
affurs  of  this  department  for  the  past  year.  At  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the 
coQvictB  from  this  place  to  Albany  there  were  only  five  females,  all  colored. 
Five  have  been  discharged  and  two  received  during  the  year.  They  were 
Hnployed  at  housekeeping,  washing,  ironing,  and  mending  the  clothing  of  the 
male  convicta. 

Owing  to  the  unusual  number  of  male  convicts  the  cells  of  this  department 
«ere  used  by  them  during  the  winter,  the  females  occupying  the  hospital.  The 
fnaale  department  has  been  painted,  whitewashed,  and  otherways  repaired 
daring  the  summer. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  good,  and  the  physician  has  always  paid 
th«ia  eveiT  attention  when  his  services  were  required. 

Generafiy  the  conduct  of  the  females  has  been  respectful  and  obedient,  but  in 
f«w  cases  wey  have  given  way  to  their  temper  and  become  ungovernable.    At 
^uch  times  I  have  received  assistance  from  the  deputy  warden.    The  guards 
hAve  ever  been  ready  to  render  me  assistance  when  necessary. 
Very  respectftilly, 

S.  L.  KINO,  Matron, 

Hon.  Board  of  Inspectors. 
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Pbnttbntiary  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  October  1,  1862. 

Gentlbmbn  :  In  compliance  with  law,  I  submit  my  annnal  report  of  the 
moral  condition  of  this  prison.  Daring  the  past  jear  I  held  religions  serrices 
in  the  chapel  every  Sabbath,  and  visited  the  convicts  frequently  in  the  shops, 
cells,  and  hospital,  conversing  with  them  personally  on  the  subject  of  their 
reformation.  These  labors  were  attended  with  happy  results ;  many  acknowl- 
edged their  crimes  and  errors,  and  made  sincere  elForts  to  retrieve  their  lo^t 
characters.  The  chapel  to  them  was  a  sacred  place,  and  they  delighted  to 
engage  there  in  divine  worship.  In  short,  the  moral  condition  of  this  peniten- 
tiary is  good. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  SIFES,  Chaplain 

Hon.  BoABO  OF  Insfbctobs. 


REPORT 


OT 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  TEE  NAVY. 


Navy  Department,  December  1,  1862. 

Sis:  It  is  due  to  the  naval  service  that  in  this  report  I  should,  first  of 
all,  recount  to  you,  and  through  you  to  Congress  and  the  country,  the 
operations  and  achievements  of  our  naval  forces  during  the  eventful 
Tear  which  has  elapsed  since  my  last  annual  communication.     Since 
the  commencement  of  our  national  difficulties,  four  powerful  squad- 
rons have  been  collected,  organized,  and  stationed  for  duty  on  our 
maritime  frontier  with  a  rapidity  and  suddenness  which  finds  no  ap- 
proach to  a  parallel  in  previous  naval  history  and  which  it  is  believed 
no  other  country  but  our  own  could  have  achieved.     These  squadrons 
have  been  incessantly  maintaining  a  strict  blockade  of  such  gigantic 
proportions  that  eminent  foreign  statesmen  in  the  highest  scenes  of 
legislation  did  not  hesitate,  at  its  commencement,  publicly  to  denounce 
it  as  ^  a  material  impossibility;"  and  yet  after  this  most  imposing  naval 
undertaking  had  been  for  a  period  of  eighteen  months  in  operation, 
and  after  its  reach  had  been  effectively  extended  along  the  entire 
Bweep  of  our  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts,  from  the  outlet  of  the  Chesa- 
peake to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  the  same  eininent  authorities, 
with  a  list  in  their  hands  of  all  the  vessels  which  had  evaded  or  es- 
caped the  vigilance  of  our  blockading  forces,  could  not  refuse  in  their 
official  statements  to  admit  with  reluctant  candor  that  the  proof  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  was  conspicuous  and  wholly  conclusive, 
and  that  in  no  previous  war  had  the  ports  of  an  enemy's  country  been 
K)  effectually  closed  by  a  naval  force.     But  even  such  testimony  was 
not  needed.     The  proof  of  the  fact  abounds  in  the  current  price  ot 
our  southern  staples  in  the  great  commercial  marts  of  the  world,  and 
more  especially  in  the  whole  industrial  and  commercial  condition  of 
the  insurgent  region.     It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  no  circum- 
stance is  wanting  to  attest  the  magnitude  of  this  greatest  of  all  na- 
val triumphs.     The  industrial  necessities  and  the  commercial  cupidity 
of  all  the  principal  maritime  nations,  armed  and  empowered  as  they 
are  by  the  resources  of  modern  invention,  are  kept  at  bay.     A  mul- 
titude of  island  harbors  under  foreign  jurisdiction,  looking  nearly 
^pon  our  shores  and  affording  the  most  convenient  lurking  places 
from  which  illicit  commerce  may  leap  forth  to  its  prohibited  destina- 
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tion  and  purpose,  are  so  closely  watched  as  to  render  the  peril  of  rII 
such  ventures  far  greater  than  even  their  enormous  gains  when  9uc- 
cessful.  And  finally,  a  vast  line  of  sea-coast  nearly  three  thousand 
miles  in  extent,  much  of  it  with  a  double  shore  and  almost  honey- 
combed with  inlets  and  harbors,  has  been  so  beleaguered  and  locked 
up  that  the  whole  immense  foreign  commerce,  which  was  the  very 
life  of  the  industry  and  opulence  of  the  vast  region  which  it  borders, 
has  practically  ceased  to  exist. 

DISTRIBnTION  OF  THE  FOBCB. 

Some  changes  in  the  command  of  the  squadrons  and  flotillas  have 
taken  place,  and  new  organizations  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  North  Atlantic  squadron,  guarding  the  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  coasts,  continued  in  charge  of  Rear  Admiral  Gloldsborough 
until  the  5th  of  September,  when  he  was  relieved  on  his  own  request 
by  Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  who  has  since  had  that  command. 

In  the  South  Atlantic  squadron,  which  blockades  the  harbors  and 
coasts  of  South  Carolina,  Gleorgia,  and  the  eastern  portion  of  tLe 
Florida  peninsula,  no  change  has  taken  place.  Rear  Admiral  Dti 
Pont,  assigned  to  that  squadron  when  it  was  first  made  a  distinct 
organization,  still  remains  in  active  and  useful  service  on  that  highlt 
interesting  station. 

The  necessity  of  a  division  of  the  Gulf  squadron  having  been  stated 
to  be  necessary  in  my  last  annual  report,  was  consummated  on  the 
2l8t  of  February.  Flag-Officer  McEean  retaining  command  of  the 
eastern  Gulf  squadron,  the  limits  of  which  comprised  the  southern  and 
western  portions  of  the  Florida  peninsula,  commencing  at  Cape  Can- 
averal on  the  eastern  coast,  and  extending  to  Pensacola.  On  the  4th 
of  June  he  was,  on  his  own  application,  in  consequence  of  impaired 
health,  relieved  by  Acting  Rear  Admiral  Lardner.  This  officers 
health  afso  giving  way,  he  was  compelled  to  ask  to  be  relieved,  and 
Commodore  Theodorus  Bailey  has  been  appointed  his  successor. 

The  western  Gulf  squadron  guarded  a  coast  which,  commencing  at 
and  including  Pensacola,  extended  westward  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
was,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  one  of  the  most  important  and  re- 
sponsible commands  ever  intrusted  to  a  naval  officer.  From  the 
harbors  and  rivers  subject  to  that  blockade  there  are  exported  in 
peaceful  times  vast  amounts  of  cotton,  sugar,  and  other  products. 
Within  those  limits  are  the  ocean  outlets  of  the  great  central  valier  of 
the  Union;  and  in  selecting  the  officer  who  should  be  put  in  command 
of  the  squadron,  regard  was  had  to  an  expedition  for  which  the  d<>- 
partment  had  made  extensive  preparation,  and  in  which  the  whole 
government  had  participated,  for  the  capture  of  New  Orleans  and 
reopening  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  After  scrutiny  and 
deliberate  consideration  this  responsible  position  was  intrusted  to 
Captain  D.  G.  Farragut,  in  the  confident  belief  that  his  courage  and 
energy  were  equal  to  the  exigency. 

Besides  these  large  squadrons  on  our  maritime  frontier,  it  became  a 
necessity  at  an  early  period  of  the  insurrection  to  have  an  organised 
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naval  force  on  the  MissisBippi  and  its  tribntaries.  On  the  16th  of 
May,  1861,  Commander  John  Rodgers  was  directed  to  report  to  the 
War  Department,  which  in  the  preliminary  stages  assumed  the  chief 
expense,  for  the  purpose  of  initiating  an  armed  flotilla  on  the  western 
waters,  and  immediately  entered  upon  his  duties.  Proceeding  to  the 
west,  he  purchased  steamers  which,  under  his  supervision,  were  fitted, 
armed,  and  armored  as  gunboats,  and  thus  was  commenced  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Mississippi  flotilla,  which  a  few  months  later  made  itself 
felt  in  a  succession  of  achievements  that  electrified  the  country.  But 
before  Commander  Rodgers  had  an  opportunity  of  completing  his  ar- 
rangements and  taking  his  vessels  into  action,  Captain  A.  H.  Foote 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  flotilla.  The  labors  commenced 
by  Commander  Rodgers  swelled  into  gigantic  proportions  under  Flag- 
Officer  Foote,  whose  energies  and  talents  were  exerted  ia  creating  and 
preparing  that  navy  on  the  western  waters  which  he  soon  made  so 
serviceable  to  the  country.  Painfully  wounded  at  Fort  Donelson,  he 
was  relieved  on  the  9th  of  May  by  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis,  who  was 
soon  after  appointed  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  and  in  October 
relinquished  the  command.  By  order  of  Congress  the  gunboat  fleet 
was  transferred  to  the  navy,  and  now  constitutes  an  important  squad- 
ron, under  the  command  of  Acting  Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  who 
entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  15th  of  October. 

The  active  operations  of  the  Potomac  flotilla  ceased,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, after  the  erection  of  the  extensive  rebel  batteries  on  the  Vir- 
ginia shore,  in  the  autumn  of  1861.  For  several  months  the  com- 
merce on  this  important  avenue  to  the  national  capital  was  almost  en- 
tirely snspended,  though  at  no  time  was  the  passage  of  our  armed 
naval  vessels  prevented.  In  March  the  batteries  were  abandoned 
by  the  insurgents,  and  the  troops  which  garrisoned  them  were  with- 
drawn. The  advance  of  our  army  towards  Richmond  made  the  duty 
on  the  Potomac  comparatively  light  during  the  spriug  and  summer. 
At  present  the  flotilla  is  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Harwood, 
and  is  rendering  good  service  by  checking  illicit  traffic  and  capturing 
many  prisoners  and  no  small  amount  of  property. 

The  transfer  of  the  army  to  the  York  peninsula,  and  its  detention 
before  Richmond,  compelled  the  Navy  Department  to  divert  some  of  its 
gunboats  and  vessels  destined  for  other  service  to  the  waters  of  James 
Slid  York  rivers.  After  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  and  the  concen- 
tration of  the  army  on  James  river,  such  was  the  condition  of  affairs 
that  it  became  necessary  to  organize  the  vessels  which  had  been  re- 
tained to  co-operate  with  and  protect  the  army  into  a  distinct  organ- 
ization. Captain  Charles  Wilkes  was  detailed  for  that  duty  on 
the  6th  of  July,  and  entered  upon  the  work  with  energy ;  but  the 
withdrawal  of  the  army  from  the  peninsuia  in  August  released  the 
vessels  which  bad  been  diverted  from  their  original  destination,  and 
rendered  it  unnecessary  to  continue  an  independent  organization  in 
J^nes  riven  The  flotilla  was  therefore  disbanded  on  the  31st  of 
August. 

The  persistent  and  systematic  attempts  to  violate  our  blockade,  and 
forniah  assiatance  to  the  insurgents  in  defiance  of  our  laws,  made  it 
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necessary  that  specific  and  effective  measures  should  be  adopted  to 
prevent  those  lawless  proceedings.  This  purpose  had  been  inter- 
rupted, and  the  proceedings  to  effect  it  delayed,  in  consequence  of 
the  detention  of  the  army  before  Richmond  during  the  spring  and 
summer,  our  vessels  being  indispensable  auxiliaries  while  the  army 
lingered  on  the  upper  waters  of  James  river.  Immediately  on  being 
liberated,  a  flying  squadron  was  organized  with  a  view  of  sweeping  from 
our  coast  and  the  neighboring  waters  the  lawless  contrabandists  who 
made  it  a  business  to  violate  our  blockade  and  promote  the  efforts  of 
those  who  are  engaged  in  schemes  to  break  up  our  Union  and  sub- 
vert the  government.  The  command  of  this  flying  squadron  has 
been  given  to  Acting  Rear  Admiral  Wilkes,  who  sailed  from  Hampton 
roads  in  the  Wachusett  on  the  24th  of  September. 

NAVAL  EXPEDinONS. 

This  exhibition  of  the  distribution  and  attitude  of  our  naval  force 
naturally  introduces  a  succinct  history  of  that  remarkable  series  of 
naval  expeditions  and  operations  along  our  southern  seaboard  and 
through  the  great  rivers  of  the  central  valley  in  which  the  power  and 
valor  of  our  navy  have  been  so  strikingly  displayed.  These  expedi- 
tions, it  mu^t  be  remembered,  were  undertaken  in  addition  to,  or 
rather  in  aid  of,  the  unrelaxing  labors  of  the  blockade.  They  were 
conceived  and  directed  in  the  policy  early  adopted  aod  uniformly  ad- 
hered to  by  this  department,  of  the  most  active  and  strenuous  prose- 
cution of  the  war  so  long  as  the  war  should  last,  and  whenever  and 
wherever  an  effectual  blow  could  be  struck  against  the  power  or  re- 
sources of  the  rebellion  by  the  naval  force.  In  this  view  this  depart- 
ment has  constantly  sought  the  co-operation  of  the  army  w^hen  such 
co-operation  was  indispensable  to  success,  and  when  such  co-opera- 
tion was  not  indispensable  the  navy  alone  has  acted.  The  result  is 
that  the  Mississippi,  the  main  artery  of  the  great  central  valley  of 
the  Union,  with  its  principal  tributaries  embracing  many  thousand 
miles  of  inland  navigation  which  had  been  interrupted,  is  under  our 
control,  except  at  Vicksburg,  where  the  rebels  still  retain  possession, 
but  from  which,  with  a  co-operating  military  force,  they  can  at  any 
time  be  expelled.  Each  one  of  our  blockading  squadrons  has  secund 
and  holds  a  considerable  portion  of  the  coast  within  their  respective 
limits,  and  in  each  there  is  a  commodious  and  open  port  for  rendezvous, 
refitment,  and  supply,  where  imports  and  exports  may  be  made  under 
the  authority  of  a  collector  duly  appointed  by  the  national  govern- 
ment. Nearly  the  entire  seaboard  of  the  insurgent  region,  in  it^ 
main  points  of  commercial  or  strategic  importance —from  Norfolk  and 
the  outlet  of  the  Chesapeake  through  Roanoke,  Newbern,  and  Beau-j 
fort,  N.  C,  Port  Royal,  Tybee,  Fernaudina,  Key  West,  Pensacola 
to  New  Orleans  and  Galveston — is  practically  in  our  hands,  held  fa>t 
and  irrecoverably  under  the  guns  of  our  navy,  or  else  garrisoned  anji 
governed  by  our  military  force.  But  a  short  time  can  elapse  before  tho 
few  remaining  ports  which  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  insurgent? 
will  be  reduced  to  our  naval  or  military  occupation  and  authority. 
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When  the  insorrection  is  thus  excluded  from  the  coast  there  may  be 
presented  for  decision,  and  its  near  approximation  makes  allusion  to  it 
JQsti6abIe,  the  grave  aud  important  question  whether,  in  so  far  as 
relates  to  all  such  ports  and  places  on  the  insurgent  sea-coast  thus 
actual  ly  held  and  controlled  by  the  national  government  in  time  of 
war  tor  war  purposes,  and  by  the  power  of  war,  it  be  not  our  right  and 
duty  to  dismiss  the  costly  apparatus  and  embarrassing  formalities  and 
rules  of  an  international  blockade  and  to  substitute  in  place  of  it,  within 
all  the  ports  and  places  held  and  occupied  by  our  forces,  our  own 
domestic  authority  to  control  all  trade  therein,  as  we  control  every- 
thing else  there,  and  thus  to  subject  at  such  points  all  commerce, 
eoHstwise  and  foreign,  of  export  or  import,  to  such  conditions  and  re- 
strictions and  regulations,  either  of  admission  or  exclusion  as  a  wise 
war  policy  may  prescribe,  and  a  present  war  power,  afloat  in  the  har- 
bor, or  on  shore  in  a  military  custom-house  may  enforce.  Such  has 
been  the  practice  of  nations  in  times  of  rebellion.  Such  was  our  prac- 
tice in  the  Mexican  ports  which  we  held  during  the  war  with  that 
country.  Should  such  a  policy  be  adopted,  among  other  important 
advantages  resulting  from  it,  would  be  the  release  of  our  fleets  from 
much  of  their  present  harassing  and  exhausting  blockade  duty,  and 
the  immediate  concentration  of  their  activity  in  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  on  the  high  seas  by  the  pursuit  in  augmented  force,  and 
probably  the  speedy  capture  and  punishment,  of  the  marauders  who 
DOW  avail  themselves  of  the  incessant  occupation  of  the  mass  of  our 
naval  force  in  other  scenes  of  action,  for  the  temporary  prosecution  of 
their  piratical  designs. 

NORTH  ATLANTIO   SQUADRON — ROANOKB  ISLAND. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  blockade  constant  annoyance  was  ex- 
perienced from  various  sources  by  means  of  vessels  of  light  draught, 
which  made  ingress  or  egress  through  the  sounds  and  inner  waters 
rm  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  To  gain  possession  of  the  important 
prnnts  within  the  sounds  was  therefore  necessary. 

Early  in  January  a  joint  expedition  of  the  navy  and  army  for  ope- 
rations in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina  moved  from  Hampton  roads, 
^nJer  the  command  of  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough  and  Brigadier 
General  A.  E.  Burnside  respectively. 

The  naval  force,  consisting  of  seventeen  light  draught  vessels  with 
in  armament  of  forty-eight  guns,  most  of  them  of  heavy  calibre,  ar- 
rived at  Hatteras  inlet  on  the  13th  of  January,  and  in  two  days  suc- 
ceeded, though  with  labor  and  difficulty,  in  passing  over  the  bulk- 
head and  through  the  narrow,  shallow,  and  tortuous  channel ;  but 
the  army  transports  were  unable  to  surmount  the  obstacles  and  be 
folly  prepared  for  active  co-operation  until  some  weeks  later.  On 
the  morning  of  the  5th  of  February  the  combined  expedition  pro- 
i*«;eded  towards  Roanoke  island  ;  the  naval  vessels,  placed  by  Flag- 
OflScer  Ooldsborough  under  the  immediate  command  of  Commander 
Stephen  C.  Bowan,  were  formed  in  three  separate  columns,  com- 
maDded,  respectively,  by  Lieutenants  Reed  Werden,  Alexander  Mur- 
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ray,  and  H.  K.  Davenport.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  vewjek 
of  the  insurgents,  eight  in  number,  were  discovered  drawn  up  be- 
hind an  extensive  barricade,  formed  by  a  double  row  of  pilea  and 
sunken  vessels,  stretching  across  the  sound.  At  10.30  the  engaj^e- 
ment  commenced,  and  by  noon  became  general.  By  4  p.  m.  the  bat- 
teries were  temporarily  silenced  and  the  first  landing  of  troops  ef* 
fected.     At  midnight  over  10,000  troops  had  disembarked. 

The  engagement  was  renewed  the  following  morning  and  carried 
on  chiefly  by  the  army  until  1  p.  m.,  when  the  fleet  proceeded  to 
open  a  passage  through  the  obstructions,  which  was  successfully  ac* 
complished  by  5  p.  m.,  and  the  national  flag  was  hoisted  on  Pork 
Point.  Firing  other  of  their  works  and  one  of  their  steamers  were 
the  closing  events  of  the  da}',  the  rebels  yielding  the  island  to  our 
possession. 

Retreating  from  Roanoke  island,  the  rebel  naval  fleet  fled  up  tbej 
sound  and  into  Pasquotank  river,  towards  Elizabeth  City,  Commander 
Rowan  pursuing  them  with  the  flotilla,  anchoring  for  the  night  a  few 
miles  from  Fort  Cobb.  At  8  a.  m.,  February  10,  the  rebel  steamers, 
under  command  of  W.  F.  Lynch,  formerly  of  the  navy,  were  di.*^ 
covered  drawn  up  behind  a  battery  of  four  guns,  supported  bv  -^ 
schooner  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  armed  with  two  heavy  32i 
pounders.  Fire  was  opened  by  the  insurgents  from  the  forts  ud(^ 
steamers  at  long  range.  Commander  Rowan  pushed  on  steadily  un^ 
til  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  when  he  opened  fire  and  dasLe(| 
ahead  at  full  speed.  This  bold  and  wholly  unanticipated  onset  dii>i 
mayed  the  rebels,  who  hastily  abandoned  their  works,  which,  wiil| 
their  entire  fleet,  were  captured  or  destroyed. 

Passing  up  the  river  the  flotilla  took  possession  of  Elizabeth  Cityj 
Lieutenant  Murray  was  despatched  with  a  small  force  to  Edenton,  o| 
which  he  quietly  took  possession,  and  on  returning  from  this  duty  U 
was  sent  to  obstruct  the  Chesapeake  and  Albermarle  canal. 

In  this  expedition  there  were  five  armed  steamers  and  one  scboonei 
destroyed,  and  one  steamer,  the  Ellis,  captured. 

CAPTURE   OP    NBWBERN    AND    WASHINGTON,  N.    C,  AND   CAPITULATIOS  Ol 

FORT  MACON. 

Flag-OflScer  Goldsborough  having  been  recalled  to  Hampton  road? 
a  combined  army  and  naval  expedition,  under  General  Bnrnside  nn 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  left  Hatteras  inlet  and  arrived  at  Slocum 
creek,  the  point  selected  for  the  disembarcation  of  the  troops,  on  tb| 
12th  of  March. 

The  next  morning  the  landing  of  troops  commenced,  the  gunboni 
shelling  the  woods  at  the  point  of  landing  as  the  troops  advanced  o{ 
shore.  At  the  same  time  six  naval  boat  howitzers  with  their  crewj 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  were  landed  to  h»>U 
in  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  works.  About  4  p.  m.  the  first  of  tl^ 
enemy's  batteries  opened  upon  our  boats  and  were  answered  at  Ion 
range,  the  firing  ceasing  at  sundown,  and  the  fleet  anchoring  in 
position  to  cover  the  troops.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  tl 
army  having  engaged  the  enemy  in  force,  Commander  Rowan  move 
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steadily  up  the  river  with  his  fleet,  and  the  insurgents  abandoned  their 
forte  in  succession  nnder  the  pressure  of  the  combined  colomns  mov- 
ing npoD  them.  On  arriving  at  Newbern,  the  rebels  having  fled, 
Commander  Rowan  took  possession  of  the  place,  and  later  in  the  day 
the  army  were  moved  across  the  Trent  and  occupied  the  city. 

The  approach  by  the  river  to  Newbern  was  heavily  obstructed 
with  piles  and  torpedoes,  from  which  the  vessels  sustained  some  in- 
jory,  and  the  passage  was  disputed  by  six  forts,  at  distances  of  from 
half  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  from  each  other,  and  mounting  32 
gtiDB,  ranging  from  32-pounder8  to  80-pound  rifled  cannon. 

Leotenant  McCook  is  reported  as  having  rendered  most  efiective 
service  with  his  naval  battery,  and  Commander  Rowan  bears  cheer- 
M  testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  oflicers  and  men  of  his 
entire  command.  Several  steamers  and  schooners,  large  quantities 
of  pitch  and  turpentine,  and  a  valuable  stock  of  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  fell  into  our  hands  with  the  capture  of  Newbern. 

After  the  fall  of  Newbern  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray  was 
despatched  with  a  naval  column,  accompanied  by  a  detachment  from 
the  army,  to  take  possession  of  Washington,  N.  C.  Forcing  a  pas- 
sage through  the  obstructions  in  the  approach  to  that  place,  he  ar- 
rived there  on  the  2l8t  of  March,  and  it  was  surrendered  to  him 
witbout  resistance. 

The  batteries  on  shore  having,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of 
April,  opened  fire  on  Port  Macon,  Commander  Samuel  Lockwood, 
senior  officer  of  the  blockading  fleet  oflf  Beaufort,  prepared  his  vessels 
for  action  and  proceeded  within  range  of  the  fort.  Fire  was  opened 
from  the  steamers  Daylight,  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  and  the  Chippewa, 
and  the  bark  Oemsbok,  which  was  continued  about  an  hour  and  a 
quarter,  when  they  were  compelled  to  haul  oflF  on  account  of  the 
heavy  gea.  In  the  afternoon  a  flag  of  truce  was  displayed  from  the 
fort,  which,  on  the  next  morning,  surrendered  to  Major  General 
BornHide.  Commander  Lockwood  united  in  signing  the  articles  of 
capitulation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

AFFAIR  AT  WEST  POINT, 

The  arrival  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  York  peninsula 
rendered  it  necessary  to  detail  several  gunboats,  chiefly  from  the^ 
Xorth  Atlantic  squadron,  within  whose  limits  it  is,  to  convoy  the* 
tranftports  and  protect  the  right  flank  of  the  army  on  its  march  along 
^he  York  and  Pamunkey  rivers.  While  on  this  service,  on  the  7th 
of  May,  the  enemy,  in  large  force,  attacked  General  Franklin's  di- 
vision, constituting  the  right  wing  of  the  army  at  West  Point,  the 
janction  of  the  Pamunkey  and  Matapony.  The  assistance  of  the  navy 
*iw  requested  by  General  Franklin,  and  Commander  William  Smith, 
'^nior  officer  of  the  naval  forces  in  York  river,  ordered  the  gunboats 
^achusett,  Maratanza,  and  Sebago  to  the  support  of  General  Frank- 
lin. These  vessels,  taking  a  position  as  near  the  insurgents  as  pos- 
^»We,  opened  upon  them  with  great  effect.  Their  fire  soon  began  to 
*h»cken,  and  they  commenced  their  retreat.  The  aid  rendered  by  our 
^nboats  on  this  occasion  was  most  essential,  enabling  General  Frank- 
u^  to  hold  bis  position  and  to  repel  the  rebels. 
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On  the  15th  of  May  the  Oalena,  Monitor,  Arooetook,  Port  Royal, 
and  Naagatuck,  all  under  command  of  Commander  John  Bodgers, 
ascended  James  river,  with  no  serioas  obstructions  uutil  near 
Ward's  or  Drury's  Bluff,  where  piles  and  sunken  vessels  disputed 
their  further  passage,  and  a  heavy  battery  exposed  the  vessels  to  a 
plunging  fire.  The  Galena  and  Monitor  ran  within  600  yards  of  the 
bluff ;  but  the  latter  was  obliged  to  drop  down  several  hundred  yards, 
as  her  guns  could  not  be  sufficiently  elevated  for  effective  service. 
An  action  of  three  hours'  duration  took  place,  when,  owing  to  a 
scarcity  of  ammunition,  the  vessels  retired  to  City  Point  without 
silencing  the  battery.  The  Naugatuck  was  unfortunately  dissHed 
by  the  bursting  of  her  rifle  gun.  The  men  on  the  vessela  were 
exposed  during  the  contest  to  a  constant  fire  from  sharpshooters 
concealed  in  rifle  pits  on  the  river  bank;  but  officers  and  men  exhib- 
ited great  coolness  and  courage  throughout  the  engagement 

SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

In  my  annual  report  in  December,  1861,  mention  was  made  of  the 
plans  and  investigations  which  had  been  projected  during  the  snmmerl 
preceding  for  seizing  and  holding  some  of  the  important  ports  on  the 
southern  coast,  and  that  the  command  of  the  South  Atlantic  squadroD 
bad  been  given  to  Flag-Officer  DuPont,  chairman  of  the  commissioQ 
which  had  been  selected  by  the  department  to  make  examination  ai)(| 
report  on  this  subject.  I  was  also  enabled  to  communicate  his  Feri 
vices  at  Port  Royal  and  Beaufort,  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  captur^ 
of  Tybee  island,'  at  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  river,  in  November. 

Following  up  these  successes,  and  in  order  to  carry  out  the  original 
purpose  of  his  command,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  maintaining  i 
blockade  of  the  coast,  Flag-Officer  DuPont  and  the  squadron  bec^ra^ 
actively  engaged  in  examining  the  waters  and  islands  on  the  Soull 
Carolina  and  Georgia  coasts,  preparatory  to  their  military  occupBtion 
Expeditions  were  sent  to  St.  Helena,  North  and  South  Edisto,  Warsa^ 
inlet,  Tybee  and  other  islands,  and  other  important  localities.  Thj 
necessity  of  guarding  these  points  until  the  army  was  prepared  tj 
hold  them  employed  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  naval  force  ii 
that  quarter. 

On  the  Ist  of  January  a  force  of  five  gunboats,  under  Commande 
C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  was  detailed  to  co-operate  with  a  column  of  troop^ 
under  Brigadier  General  Stevens,  in  certain  military  operations  in  tt^ 
vicinity  of  Beaufort,  South  Carolina.  The  movements,  both  Da\1 
and  military,  were  conducted  with  success.  The  effective  action  i 
the  navy  on  this  occasion  elicited  from  the  late  gallant  Oenerj 
Stevens  a  very  complimentar}^  acknowledgment,  and  the  entire  ma^ 
agement  of  the  expedition  is  commended  in  high  terms  by  Fia^ 
Officer  DuPont. 

FOBT  PULASKI, 

At  the  commencement  of  the  project  of  cutting  off  communicatiij 
between  Fort  Pulaski  (held  by  the  rebels)  and  Savannah,  and  tl 
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ultimate  reposBession  of  that  fort,  received  consideration  and  was 
prepared  for  by  frequent  and  successful  reconnoissances.  An  ex- 
pedition being  in  the  course  of  preparation  to  capture  Fernandina 
and  other  points  south,  the  occasion  was  not  permitted  to  pass  unim- 
proved of  making  a  reconnoissance  which  woiild  serve  as  a  demonstra- 
tion npon  Savannah  and  cover  up  the  real  purpose,  which  was  an 
attack  OD  Fernandina. 

Accordingly,  on  the  27th  of  January,  a  fleet  of  gunboats  under 
Flag-Captain  Charles  H.  Davis,  and  of  transports  conveying  a  column 
of  troops  under  Brigadier  General  Wright,  entered  Little  Tybee 
river,  and  passed  beyond  the  highlands  of  Wilmington  island.  They 
examined  the  creeks  and  localities,  and  obtained  much  valuable  in- 
formation, so  necessary  to  future  successful  military  operations. 

While  on  this  service  five  steamers,  the  rebel  fleet  of  Commodore 
Tatoall,  made  their  appearance.  Captain  Davis  and  Commander  John 
Bogdera,  who  was  at  anchor  in  Wright  river,  opened  upon  them.  A 
ahort  bat  spirited  engagement  of  less  than  half  an  houl*  followed, 
Trhen  a  part  of  the  rebel  fleet  was  forced  back,  and  the  remainder 
escaped  to  Fort  Pulaski.  The  appearance  of  such  a  force  in  Wil- 
mington and  Warsaw  sounds  created  a  sense  of  alarm  at  Savannah, 
inducing  the  withdrawal  of  troops  from  other  points  in  anticipation 
of  an  attack  on  that  city.  In  the  capture  of  Fort  Pulaski,  a  purely 
military  operation,  which  occurred  some  months  afterwards,  August 
11.  the  navy  bad  the  good  fortune  to  participate,  a  detachment  of 
officers  and  men  from  the  Wabash  serving  in  one  of  the  breaching 
batteries,  and  having  the  management  of  four  rifle  guns  in  battery 
Siffel. 


*■'•? 


KP08SE8SION  OP  PERNANUINA,  ST.  MABT'S,  PORT  CLINCH,  JACKSONVILLE 

ST.  AUGUSTINE,  BRUNSWICK,  ETC. 

The  repossession  and  reoccupation  of  the  eastern  coast  of  Florida 
^^  another  of  the  primary  objects  on  the  part  of  the  South  Atlantic 
organization.  Flag-Officer  DuPont  sailed  from  Port  Royal  in  the 
Wabash  on  the  last  day  of  February,  and  on  the  2d  of  March,  trans- 
ferring his  flag  to  the  Mohican,  entered  Cumberland  sound  in  that 
^wsel,  accompanied  by  18  other  vessels  of  the  navy,  the  armed 
steamer  McGlellan  carrying  a  battalion  of  marines,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Reynolds,  and  several  transports  containing  a  brigade, 
wmmanded  by  Brigadier  General  Wright. 

Tbe  immediate  object  of  this  expedition  was  the  repossession  of 
''>rt  Clinch  and  the  capture  of  Fernandina.  The  insurgents  aban- 
doned their  works  of  defence,  and  rapidly  retreated. 

Commander  Drayton  with  a  division  of  the  force  proceeded  to 
Fernandina,  and  occupied  that  place.  The  flag  was  hoisted  on  Fort 
Clinch,  the  first  of  the  national  forts  seized  by  the  insurgents  on 
wkich  the  ensign  of  the  Union  had  resumed  its  proper  position  since 
the  commencement  of  the  rebellion.  This  fort  and  the  several  bat- 
l^ries  commanding  the  channel  of  approach  to  Fernandina  bore  every 
^cidicatioD  of  preparation  for  a  vigorous  defence,  and  their  abandon- 


166       REPOBT  OF  TIIE  8ECSETABT  OF  THE  NAYT. 

ment  without  an  effort  to  hold  them  was  as  much  of  a  surprise  as  it 
was  doubtless  a  disappointment  to  those  who  had  come  to  capture 
them. 

Commander  G.  B.  P.  Rodgers  with  a  second  division  was  sent  to 
occupy  St.  Mary's.  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens,  in  the 
Ottawa,  pushed  on  from  this  place,  and  encountering  the  rebel  rifle- 
men and  cavalry  on  the  banks  he  soon  dispersed  th^m. 

On  the  7th  of  March  a  small  force  was  sent,  under  Commander 
S.  W.  Godon,  to  hold  Brunswick,  and  about  the  same  time  a  squadnm 
of  light  vessels  was  organized  and  sent  to  Jacksonville,  both  of  which 
places  were  surrendered  without  opposition.  On  the  12th  of  March 
St.  Augustine  surrendered  without  exhibition  of  force — the  citizen* 
raising  the  flag  of  the  Union  with  their  own  hands. 

This  expedition,  organized  chiefly  from  the  forces  which  had  bat 
a  short  time  previous  participated  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Walker 
and  Beauregard  and  Beaufort,  though  carried  through  without  io^fs  of 
life,  was  of  very  considerable  importance.  It  secured  to  us  Fort 
Clinch,  Fernandina,  St.  Mary's,  Cumberland  island  and  sound,  Amelia 
sound,  Jacksonville,  St.  Augustine,  and  Brunswick,  in  reality  the 
coast  and  inland  waters  from  St.  Simon's  southward. 

BTONO  RIVER  AND   MOSQUITO   INLET. 

From  information  derived  chiefly  from  the  contraband  pilot,  Robert 
Small,  who  had  escaped  from  Charleston,  Flag-OflSicer  DuPont,  after 
proper  reconnoissance,  directed  Commander  Marchand  to  cro^  ihe\ 
bar  with  several  gunboats  and  occupy  Stono.  The  river  was  occn- 
pied  as  far  up  as  Legareville,  and  examinations  extended  further,  m 
ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  seizure  of  Stono 
inlet  and  river  secured  an  important  base  for  future  military  opera 
tions,  and  was  virtually  a  turning  of  the  forces  in  Charleston  harbor. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  commanding  tbei 
steamer  Penguin,  and  Acting  Master  Mather,  commanding  the  steatner 
Henry  Andrew,  with  boats'  crews  from  those  vessels,  proceeded  some 
fifteen  or  eighteen  miles  up  one  of  the  lagoons  of  Mosquito  iiileti 
Be  turning,  they  landed,  in  one  of  the  boats,  near  some  earthworks, 
which  had  been  abandoned  or  never  armed,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  deuata 
grove  of  live-oak  and  underbrush.  A  heavy  and  continuous  fire  wafl 
suddenly  opened  upon  them  from  this  cover,  killing  both  of  those 
oflScers  and  six  of  the  boats'  crews,  and  wounding  several  others,, 
two  of  whom  were  made  prisoners.  The  service  thus  lost  two  meri^ 
torious  oflScers,  who  had  volunteered  their  services  to  aid  in  sup- 
pressing the  rebellion. 

EASTERN  GULF  SQUADRON. 

In  January  last  Flag-Officer  McEean  despatched  Commacdel 
Emmons,  with  the  steamer  Hatteras,  to  operate  against  the  rebels  M 
Cedar  Keys.  This  place  was  quite  a  depot,  and  several  vessels  bail 
recently  been  taken  thither  for  safety  and  to  load  with  produce. 

Commander  Emmons  was  entirely  successful,  having  captured  o^ 
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destroyed  aD  the  public  property  in  that  locality,  including  military 
stores,  a  battery  of  two  guns  in  position  on  Sea  Horse  Key,  barracks, 
railroad  depot  and  wharf,  and  several  schooners,  laden  and  all  ready 
to  be  taken  out  as  soon  as  a  favorable  opportunity  should  offer. 

In  the  latter  part  of  March  Commander  H.  8.  Stellwagen,  of  the 
Mercedita,  arrived  off  Appalachicola  with  that  vessel  and  the  Sagamore, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  J.  Drake,  and  organized  a  boat  expedi- 
tion, the  immediate  object  of  which  was  the  capture  of  a  number  of 
ve89<^ls  understood  to  be  at  or  above  that  city. 

He  was  immediately  informed  by  contrabands  that  the  place  had 
been  evacuated  by  the  soldiers,  some  600  in  number,  and  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  citizens,  on  the  appearance  of  the  naval  force. 
To  test  the  truth  of  this,  and  to  accomplish  the  objects  in  view,  on 
the  2d  of  April  six  boats  from  the  Mercedita  and  Saginaw  were  sent, 
under  Lieutenants  Abbott  and  Bigelow,  to  the  city.  No  resistance 
was  offered,  and  the  few  remaining  citizens  came  forward  to  receive 
them.  The  expedition  brought  out  several  vessels,  and  others  had 
to  be  destroyed,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  them  over  the  bar. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  David  Cate,  commanding  the  United 
States  bark  Pursuit,  having  received  information  that  the  rebel 
Meamer  Florida,  which  had  succeeded  in  getting  into  St.  Andrew's, 
wa.s  lying  some  twenty  miles  above  that  town,  determined  to  make 
an  attempt  to  cut  her  out.  A  volunteer  expedition  was  organized, 
and  left  the  vessel  on  the  4th  of  April,  and  on  the  night  of  the  6th 
reached  and  surprised  the  Florida.  The  crew  were  overcome  with 
slight  resistance,  and  the  vessel — a  valuable  side-wheel  steamer  of 
500  tons — with  a  cargo  of  over  200  bales  of  cotton,  was  brought  safely 
out. 

^TSTERN  GULP  SQUADRON — CAPTURE  OP  NEW  ORLEANS  AND  REDUCTION  OP 

ITS  DEFENCES. 

In  the  autumn  of  1861  the  capture  and  occupation  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  and  the  reopening  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
^ere  resolved  upon.  It  was  an  undertaking  of  the  greatest  difficulty 
and  of  the  greatest  importance.  The  city  itself  was  the  largest  and 
wealthiest  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Union,  and  from  its  position 
it  was  the  most  vitally  interesting  in  the  whole  insurrectionary  region. 
It^  defences  had  been  prepared  and  completed  with  the  whole  power, 
•^kill,  and  ingenuity  of  the  insurgents.  Ports  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
situated  in  commanding  positions  to  bar  the  approach  to  the  city  from 
the  Gulf,  had  been  armed  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  guns  of 
loDjr  range  and  heavy  calibre.  A  fleet  of  some  twenty  armed  steamers, 
*ome  of  them  armored,  and  four  powerful  steam  iron-clad  rams^-one 
^'f  them  of  four  thousand  tons,  and  mounting  sixteen  heavy  cannon — 
^^re  prepared  to  co-operate  with  the  fleet,  in  addition  to  chains, 
r:ilV  and  fire-ships,  for  obstructing  the  advance  of  our  attacking 
^orce,  while  an  army  of  several  thousand  men,  under  the  insurgent 
'General  Lovell,  occupied  and  defended  the  city  itself. 

For  the  reduction  of  a  place  thus  fortified  and  defended,  the  com- 
citrcial  and  strategic  importance  of  which  can  hardly  be  overesti- 
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mated,  thorough  and  ample  preparatioDS  were  required  and  were 
carefully  organized;  Besides  the  squadron  that  was  employed  to  en- 
force the  blockade  on  the  western  portions  of  the  Gulf,  a  large  ad- 
ditional  force  of  armed  steamers  and  a  bomb  flotilla  were  ordered  to 
the  expedition. 

The  selection  of  the  oflBcer  who  should  command  the  western  Gulf 
squadron  was  nc/t  made  until  preparations  were  far  advanced  for  the 
important  expedition  that  constituted  the  striking  feature  of  that 
command.  Captain  David  G.  Farragut,  who  received  the  appointmeDt 
of  flag-officer  of  the  western  Gulf  squadron,  entered  with  alacrit), 
zeal,  and  all  the  power  and  efficiency  that  had  been  anticipated  by 
the  department  upon  the  duty  of  completing  the  organization  of  the 
Mississippi  expedition.  He  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  squadron 
composed  of  men  who,  like  himself,  were  undaunted,  resolute,  and 
determined. 

The  flotilla  of  mortar  vessels,  twenty  in  number,  was  added  to  the 
command,  under  the  immediate  direction  and  management  of  Com- 
mander David  D.  Porter.  Resides  skilful  pilots  and  the  oflicerii, 
some  of  whom  were  familiar  with  that  coast  and  the  river  passes, 
the  department  availed  itself  of  the  topographical  and  strategic 
information  furnished  by  the  officers  of  the  Coast  Survey.  Assistant 
F.  H.  Gerdes,  in  charge  of  the  steamer  Sachem,  rendered  the 
squadron  very  essential  service. 

Military  co-operation  being  necessary,  the  War  Department  fur- 
nished an  army  of  eighteen  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Butler,  to  assist  in  the  expedition  and  to  hold  New 
Orleans  after  it  should  be  taken.  There  was  throughout  harmony 
and  mutual  good  feeling  and  co-operation  between  the  naval  and 
military  forces. 

Flag-Officer  Farragut' s  first  orders  bear  date  the  20th  of  January, 
1862.  He  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads  on  the  2d  of  February,  and 
on  the  21st  assumed  the  duties  of  his  command.  Two  months  were 
spent  in  completing  his  preparations,  receiving  his  re-enforcements, 
and  getting  his  vessels  over  the  bars  and  to  the  heads  of  the  passes. 

On  the  16th  of  April  he  gave  orders  to  commence  the  bombard- 
ment of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  by  the  mortar  flotilla.  The 
bombardment  commenced  on  the  18th,  and  was  continued,  with  but 
slight  interruption  or  cessation,  during  six  days  and  nights,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  both  the  forts,  powerful  as  they  were,  and 
desperate  as  was  their  resistance,  had  become  so  weakened  and  the 
garrison  so  demoralized  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  flag-officer,  to 
render  the  passage  of  the  fleet  possible.  Accordingly,  on  the  morn* 
ing  of  the  24th,  the  fleet  was  directed  to  move  forward,  and  the 
vessels  passed  the  forts  under  a  terrific  fire  of  more  than  one  hundred 
guns  that  had  not  been  dismantled  by  the  bombardment,  encounter- 
ing not  only  the  batteries  and  strong  current  of  the  river,  bututeamen*, 
fire-ships,  iron-clads,  rams,  rafts,  chains,  and  every  obstruction  that 
the  ingenuity  and  ability  of  the  insurgents  could  interpose  to  prevent 
thom. 

The  attacking  squadron  was  formed  in  two  columns,  one  under  the 
command  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  and  the  other  under  the  orders  ot 
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Captain  Theodorus  Bailey.  In  this  terrible  conflict,  and  as  the  fleet 
moved  up  the  river  toward  the  city,  it  overcame  and  destroyed  eighteen 
armed  steamers  and  other  vessels  of  the  enemy,  including  three  iron-clad 
rams,  two  of  which,  the  Louisiana  and  the  Manassas,  were  batteries  of 
immense  power.  AH  the  carefully  prepared  obstructions  to  the  navi- 
gatioD  of  the  river  yvere  broken  throngh  or  avoided,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  29th  of  April  Flag-Officer  Parragut  was  enabled  to  announce  to 
the  department  that  the  flag  of  the  Union  again  waved  over  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  and  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  A  great  quantity  of 
arms  and  munitions  were  surrendered  with  the  forces  that  defended 
the  forts,  while  a  vast  destruction  of  property  within  the  city  had  been 
effected  by  the  insurgents  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  our 
baiida.  Nothing  was  wanting  to  compfete  the  grandeur  of  this  most 
triumphant  and  arduous  achievement.  The  capitulation  of  the  city  to 
our  arms,  recklessly  and  persistently  obstructed  by  the  desperation 
of  the  city  authorities,  was  at  last  completed  through  the  judgment, 
patience,  and  resolute  determination  of  our  officers  without  the 
shedding  of  innocent  blood.  The  insurgent  gaiYison,  strong  as  it 
Wii8  in  numbers,  fled  with  precipitation,  and  the  troops  under  Qeneral 
Butler  having  been  securely  landed,  the  custody  of  the  city  was  de- 
li?ered  to  him  and  the  army. 

Thus  the  great  southern  depot  of  the  trade  of  the  immense  central 
valley  of  the  Union  was  once  more  opened  to  commercial  intercourse, 
and  the  emporium  of  that  wealthy  region  was  restored  to  national 
authority;  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  was  under  our  control,  and  an 
outlet  for  the  great  west  to  the  ocean  was  secured,  so  soon  as  the 
squadron,  which  was  ordered  to  proceed  up  the  river,  should  form  a 
junction  with  the  flotilla  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  which 
WHM  to  fight  its  way  down,  aided  by  an  adequate  co-operating  military 
force  to  retain  and  bold  the  important  points  along  its  shores. 

This  great  blow  struck  just  terror  to  the  heart  of  the  whole  re- 
beUioD.  It  was  regarded  everywhere,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as 
the  grandest  achievement  of  the  war,  and  as  one  of  the  most  re* 
markable  triumphs  in  the  whole  history  of  naval  operations.  I  do 
not  attempt,  in  this  place,  to  give  the  details  of  this  expedition,  nor 
to  assign  to  the  different  o£Scers  by  v/hom  it  was  conducted  their 
respective  claims  to  the  praise  and  gratitude  of  their  country.  The 
graphic  narratives  of  the  actors  themselves,  in  their  o£Scial  reports, 
have  been  spread  before  the  country  by  order  of  Congress.  Suffice 
it  DOW  to  say  that  no  terms  of  commendation  can  overstate  the 
merits  of  the  officers  who  achieved  this  great  success,  and  who  have 
been,  themselves,  the  first  and  the  most  earnest  to  commend  the 
▼alor,  the  devotion,  and  the  unsurpassed  skill  of  their  subordinates, 
ftod  of  the  brave  men  under  their  command. 

OPERATIONS   OK  THE   MISSISSIPPI. 

Bear  Admiral  Farragut  despatched  detachments  of  his  squadron 
vp  the  river  to  clear  its  passage  and  capture  and  take  possession  of 
the  principal  places. 
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Commander  Palmer  arrived  off  Baton  Rouge  with  the  IroquoiB'May 
7th,  and  demanded  its  surrender,  the  conditions  to  be  the  same  as 
at  New  Orleans.  The  authorities  declined  to  yield  the  city  volun- 
tarily, and  whilst  pleading  their  defenceless,  condition  were  not  free 
from  a  tone  of  arrogance.  The  next  day  Commander  Palmer  pro- 
ceeded abreast  of  the  arsenal,  landed  a  force  and  took  possession  of 
the  same,  together  with  other  public  property,  and  hoisted  the 
American  flag. 

May  12th  the  Iroquois,  with  other  gunboats,  anchored  off  Natchez, 
the  surrender  of  which  was  also  demanded  by  Commander  Palmer, 
upon  the  same  conditions  as  at  New  Orleans  and  Baton  Ronge, 
that  is,  the  rights  and  property  of  peaceable  citizens  should  be  re- 
spected, all  property  of  the  rebel  government  should  be  given  up, 
and  the  flag  of  the  United  States  should  wave  over  the  city  unmolested 
and  respected.  Although  Commander  Palmer  deferred  taking  pos- 
session of  Natchez — the  place  having  never  been  occupied  as  a 
military  position  nor  the  insurgent  flag  hoisted  officially  over  it — yet 
the  town  was  virtifally  surrendered,  and  the  mayor  issued  his  procla- 
mation enjoining  the  citizens  to  preserve  good  order  and  commit  no 
act  to  provoke  the  displeasure  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Commander  S.  P.  Lee,  commanding  the  advance  of  the  squadron, 
arrived  near  Vicksburg  May  18,  and,  under  orders  from  Plag-Oflicer 
Farragut  and  Major  General  Butler,  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
place  and  its  defences  to  the  lawful  authority  of  the  United  States, 
under  which  private  property  and  personal  rights  would  be  respected. 
The  demand  was  peremptorily  and  defiantly  declined  by  both  the 
civil  and  military  authorities  present,  and  Commander  Lee  asked  the 
removal  of  the  women  and  children  beyond  the  reach  of  harm,  so 
that  it  might  be  at  his  option  to  fire  or  not  fire,  as  he  thought  proper, 
upon  the  defences  of  the  town,  without  causing  the  loss  of  inno- 
cent life. 

Bear  Admiral  Farragut  arrived  a  few  days  afterwards,  accompanied 
by  a  column  of  troops,  under  General  Williams.  Subsequently  an 
additional  naval  ^nd  military  force,  including  the  mortar  flotilla,  was 
brought  up,  and  preparations  were  made  for  passing  and  attacking 
the  batteries.  These  batteries  were  placed  upon  the  heights  of 
Vicksburg,  scarcely  within  the  reach  of  the  guns  of  the  squadron, 
and  were  supported  by  a  large  army  in  the  rear. 

On  the  28th  June  the  mortar  vessels  commenced  the  bombardment. 
The  batteries  were  silenced  by  the  combined  fire  of  the  squadron 
and  flotilla  at  times;  but  there  being  an  insufficient  land  force  to 
co-operate,  after  the  steamers  passed,  the  insurgents  returned  to 
their  guns. 

Returning,  Flag-Officer  Farragut  reached  New  Orleans  July  28tlL, 
and,  leaving  an  adequate  force  at  that  place  and  Baton  Rouge, 
sailed  again,  the  11th  of  August,  for  Ship  island  and  Pensacola. 
The  latter  place  having  been  evacuated  by  the  rebels,  it  has  been 
made  the  depot  of  the  Western  Gulf  squadron.  The  destruction  at 
and  about  the  navy  yard,  which  the  insurgents  seized  during  the  late 
administration,  has  been  very  great.   Some  few  of  the  buildings  remain 
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aninjnred,  and  the  advantages  of  the  place  for  a  depot  were  superior 
to  those  of  Ship  island,  which  had  for  some  time  previous  been  nsed 
for  that  purpose. 

While  the  Essex,  Kineo,  Katahden,  and  Sampter  were  lying  ofT 
Baton  Rouge,  a  vigorous  attack  was  made  by  the  insurgents,  August 
5th,  on  the  command  of  General  Williams,  occupying  that  place,  and 
itg  recapture  attempted  by  a  largely  superior  force,  led  by  General 
Breckinridge,  late  Vice-President.  The  gunboats  were  immediately 
placed  in  position  to  give  assistance,  if  required.  The  relative  posi- 
tions of  the  forces  were  such  that  the  gunboats  could  not,  with  safety, 
be  made  available  to  our  troops  until  late  in  the  day,  when  they 
poured  a  fire  into  the  rebels'  left  wing  which  caused  them  to  with- 
draw in  haste  and  fall  back  several  miles. 

A  simultaneous  attack,  by  land  and  water,  appears  to  have  been 
the  design  of  the  enemy.  The  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  which  was  ta 
have  taken  part  in  it,  remained  a  short  distance  above  Baton  Rouge, 
and  the  next  morning  the  Essex  proceeded  up  the  river  and  en- 
countered her,  and  after  a  short  engagement  the  Arkansas  was 
abandoned  and  blew  up. 

CAPTURE  OP  GALVESTON  AND  OTHER  POINTS  IN  TEXAS. 

About  the  middle  of  September  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W^ 
Kittredge,  commanding  the  United  States  bark  Arthur,  was  sent, 
with  bis  own  vessel  and  the  steamer  Sachem,  by  Bear  Admiral  Far- 
ragut,  to  take  possession  of  Corpus  Ghristi  and  the  adjacent  waters. 
He  succeeded  well,  and  made  several  caiptures,  and  compelled  th& 
rebels  to  burn  many  vessels.  Subsequently,  however,  Acting  Lieu- 
tenant Kittredge,  while  on  shore,  was,  with  his  boat's  crew,  sur- 
prised and  captured. 

A  little  later  Acting  Master  Francis  Crocker  commanding  the 
steamer  Kensington,  with  that  vessel  and  the  schooners  Rachel  Sea- 
man and  Henry  Janes,  captured  the  defences  of  Sabine  City,  and 
took  possession  thereof.  Acting  Master  Crocker  then  proceeded  on 
an  expedition  to  Calcasieu  lake  and  river,  and  succeeded  in  capturing 
and  destroying  several  vessels  of  the  enemy  engaged  in  violating  the 
blockade. 

On  the  4th  of  October  Commander  W.  B.  Benshaw,  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Westfield,  with  that  vessel,  the  Harriet  Lane,  Owasco, 
and  Clifton,  captured  the  defences  of  the  harbor  and  city  of  Galves- 
ton, there  having  been  only  a  feeble  resistance. 

Onr  vessels  and  transports  passing  up  and  down  the  Mississippi 
have  been  annoyed  by  frequent  attacks  from  guerillas  and  concealed 
batteries.  In  many  instances  these  attacks  have  been  made  from 
▼iilages,  the  parties  engaged  in  them  presuming  that  the  fire  would 
not  be  returned  to  endanger  innocent  life.  To  check  the  practice 
it  has  been  necessary,  after  giving  due  notice,  to  fire  upon  and  de- 
stroy, to  some  extent,  the  towns  from  which  the  attacks  were  made. 
This  was  a  punishment  by  no  means  consistent  with  the  feelings  of 
those  inflicting  it,  but  one  that  necessity  demanded.     Natchez,  Grand 
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Gulf,  and  Donaldsonville  have  been  sabjected  to  it.  It  is  not  inap- 
propriate  to  mention  in  this  connexion  that  the  service  has  recently 
suffered  the  loss  of  a  most  promising  and  gallant  young  officer,  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  H.  Swa8e3%  of  the  gunboat  Sciota,  who  was  killed  on 
the  4th  of  October  last,  by  a  shot  from  a  concealed  battery  near 
Donaldsonville,  Louisiana.  Lieutenant  Swasey  had  served  with  dis* 
tinction  as  executive  officer  of  the  Varuna,  in  the  battles  of  the  Mis* 
sissippi,  throngh  which  he  escaped  without  injury,  but  to  lose  bis 
lifb  a  few  months  later  by  the  fire  of  a  hidden  enemy. 

WESTERN  FLOTILLA. 

When  Flag-Officer  Foote  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  and  on  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  assumed  command  of  the  western  flotilla,  the  forces 
consisted  of  three  wooden  vessels  in  commission,  which  had  been 
purchased,  equipped,  and  armed  as  gunboats,  by  Commander  John 
Bodgers  ;  and  there  were  nine  iron -clad  gunboats  and  thirty-eight 
mortar  boats  in  course  of  construction. 

The  service  was  anomalous  in  its  character,  and  there  was  %vith 
many  great  incredulity  as  to  the  utility  and  practicability  of  gun- 
boats in  carrying  on  hostilities  on  the  rivers,  where  it  was  believed 
batteries  on  the  banks  could  prevent  their  passage.  There  were 
also  embarrassments  for  want  of  funds  and  of  material  for  naval  pur- 
poses, there  being  no  navy  yard  or  naval  depot  on  the  western 
waters.  All  these  difficulties  were  met  and  surmounted  by  the  ener- 
getic and  efficient  officer  to  whom  the  duty  was  intrusted,  whose  per- 
severance and  courage  in  overcoming  the  obstacles  that  impeded 
and  retarded  his  operations  in  creating  a  river  navy  were  scarcely 
surpassed  by  the  heroic  qualities  displayed  in  subsequent  well-fought 
actions  on  the  decks  of  the  gunboats  he  had,  under  so  many  dis- 
couragements, prepared. 

GAPTUBE  OF  FOBTS  HEKBT,  DONELSON,  &C. 

It  having  been  ascertained  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  that  the 
stage  of  water  in  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  was  favora- 
ble for  active  operations,  Flag-Officer  Foote,  as  soon  as  four  of  the 
iron-clad  boats  were  ready,  urged  prompt  action,  and  proposed  to 
General  Grant,  commanding  at  Cairo,  a  joint  attack  on  Fort  Henry. 
That  officer,  though  preferring  a  movement  on  the  Cumberland  and 
an  attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  yielded  to  the  proposition  of  the  naval 
commander  on  procuring  the  assent  of  General  Halleck. 

Fort  Henry  was  captured  on  the  6th  of  February.  The  attacking 
force  consisted  of  the  iron-clad  gunboats  Benton,  (flag-ship,)  Com- 
mander R.  N.  Stemble  ;  Essex,  Commander  W.  D.  Porter;  Caron- 
delet.  Commander  Henry  Walke,  and  St.  Louis,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Leonard  Paulding,  forming  the  first  division;  and  the  wooden 
gunboats  Conestoga,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps;  Tyler, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  William  Gwinn,  and  the  Lexington^  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  J.  W.  Shirk,  forming  the  second  division,  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  astern  of  the  first. 
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The  firing  was  commenced  at  1,700  yards  distant  by  the  flag-ship, 
the  others  following  in  succession,  and  continued  while  the  fleet 
steamed  slowly  to  within  600  yards  of  the  fort.  After  a  closely-con- 
tested action  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter  the  colors  of  the  fort  lowered;, 
the  flag  of  the  Union  was  substituted  for  the  emblem  of  secession; 
Geoerui  Tilghman,  his  staff  and  sixty  or  seventy  of  his  men  were  re- 
ceived as  prisoners,  together  with  a  hospital  ship  containing  sixty  in- 
valids, the  fort  and  its  effects,  20  guns,  mostly  of  heavy  calibre,  and 
barracks  and  tents  capable  of  accommodating  quite  an  army,  which 
were  tamed  over  to  General  Grant,  on  his  arrival  an  hour  afterwards, 
with  the  forces  under  his  command.  The  joint  attack  was  to  have  been 
made  by  land  and  water  on  the  enemy's  work,  but  was  frustrated  by 
the  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  which  delayed  the  army  and  deprived 
it  of  the  pleasure  as  well  as  the  glory  of  participating  in  the  capture 
of  Fort  Henry, 

Lieuienant  Commanding  Phelps,  on  an  order  previously  given,  pro- 
ceeded with  the  three  gunboats  up  the  Tennessee  river.  He  ascended 
as  far  as  Florence,  Alabama,  the  foot  of  the  muscle  shoals.  This  ex- 
pedition was  fruitful  in  important  results.  Several  prizes  were  taken — 
one  of  them,  the  fine  steamer  Eastport,  in  the  act  of  being  converted 
iBto  a  gunboat.  Large  quantities  of  stores  were  captured,  and  the  in- 
eurgents  were  lavish  in  destroying  others  to  prevent  them  falling  into 
our  hands  ;  they  also  destroyed  many  of  their  vessels.  This  sudden 
penetration  to  the  very  heart  of  the  insurgents'  country  was  doubtless 
as  unexpected  as  it  was  alarming  and  disastrous  to  them. 

From  Fort  Henry,  the  field  of  his  late  success,  Flag-Oflicer  Foote 
proceeded  with  his  flotilla  to  the  Cumberland  river  to  make  an  attack 
upon  Fort  DoneUon.  On  the  14th  of  February,  with  four  iron-clads 
and  two  wooden  gunboats,  he  engaged  that  fort  and  its  adjacent  water 
batteries.  With  his  reduced  force  he  had  to  contend  against  more 
vigorous  works  than  he  had  met  on  the  6th  at  Fort  Henry.  After  a 
severe  fight  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  during  which  he  was  seriously 
wounded,  and  when  he  was  on  the  point  of  enfilading  the  fort,  and 
the  rebel  fire  had  materially  slackened,  two  of  the  gunboats  were 
disabled  in  their  steering  apparatus,  and  the  remaining  boats  retired 
for  the  night.  The  rebels  were  so  greatly  demoralized  th&t  they  could 
not  be  brought  into  effective  action  on  the  following  day,  which 
resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  insurgents  and  the  surrender  of  Fort 
Donelson  to  the  army  the  next  morning. 

With  two  gunboats  Flag-OflBcer  Foote  proceeded  up  the  Cumber- 
land oil  the  19th  of  February,  and  seized  Glarksville  and  the  three 
fortd  which  defended  the  city  and  river,  and  issued  a  proclamation 
to  the  inhabitants. 

In  view  of  the  panic  which  pervaded  not  only  Glarksville,  but  the 
rebel  army,  which  were  fleeing  to  Nashville,  Flag-Officer  Foote 
pre.^«ed  upon  General  Grant  an  immediate  pursuit,  with  four  thou- 
sand troops,  to  that  place.  Orders  were  received,  however,  from 
the  general-in-chief  of  the  western  department  prohibiting  the  gun- 
boats from  proceeding  higher  up  than  Glarksville. 

lu  consequence  of  these  orders  the  flag-officer  returned  to  Gairo^ 
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^nd  only  two  gunboats  were  with  the  army  when  possession  was  taken 
^f  Nashville  on  the  27th  of  February, 

The  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  are  the  thoroughfaren  and 
•outlets  of  a  rich  agricultural  region,  and  the  elaborate  fortifications 
which  had  been  erected  and  garrisoned  with  a  view  of  controlling 
the  navigation  indicate  the  importance  with  which  the  insurgents 
regarded  them.  The  rapid  clearance  of  both  these  rivers,  and  the 
formidable  character  of  the  gunboats,  which  became  at  once  a  power 
4ind  a  terror  on  the  western  waters,  disconcerted  and  dismayed  the 
rebels.  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  with  Nashville  and  Glarksville, 
■and  other  places,  having  fallen,  the  insurgents  became  alarmed  in 
their  stronghold  at  Columbus,  on  the  Mississippi,  lest  the  possessioti 
of  those  places  should  cut  off  their  communications  with  the  rebel 
army. 

OPERATIONS  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

On  the  4th  of  March  a  force  of  gunboats,  with  transports  conveying 
troops,  moved  upon  Columbus,  but  an  armed  reconnoissance  of  the 
2d  had  so  alarmed  the  garrison  as  to  cause  the  place  to  be  evacuated 
without  delay;  and  when  our  forces  landed,  the  forts,  though  of  great 
strength,  were  unoccupied. 

Keeping  in  view  the  purpose  of  opening  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  Flag-OflBcer  Foote  left  Cairo  on  the  14th  of  March  with  seven 
iron-clads  and  ten  mortar  boats,  and  having  been  joined  by  Colonel 
Buford  with  fifteen  hundred  troops,  at  Columbus,  moved  down  and 
took  possession  of  Hickman.  Arriving  the  next  day  in  the  vicinity 
of  Island  No.  10,  the  mortar  vessels,  in  charge  of  Captain  Maynadier, 
of  the  army,  were  placed  in  position  and  shelled  out  several  encamp- 
ments. 

A  siege  of  twenty-three  days  took  place,  during  which   a   canal 
was  cut  to  admit  the  light  transports  to  reach  the  army  of  General 
Pope,  at  New  Madrid,  below  No.  10,  and  enable  him  to  cross  to  the 
Tennessee  shore.     The  guns  at  No.  1  battery  were  spiked,  and  the 
pelican  dock,  or  New  Orleans  floating  battery,  was  shelled  out  of  the 
channel  that  two  of  the  gunboats  might  run  the  blockade  and  get 
past,  as  they  did  at  night  in  a  heavy  thunder-storm,  under  a  tremen- 
dous fire  from  forty-seven  guns,  aided  by  infantry.     Several  batteries, 
erected  to  prevent  the  army  of  General  Pope  from  crossing,  were  de- 
molished by  these  two  gunboats,  and  the  landing  was  effected.     This 
result  being  accomplished  after  persistent  and  severe  struggles  and 
conflicts,  the  rebel  commander  became  convinced  that  he  could  not  avoid 
defeat  from  a  combined  assault,  and  therefore,  on  the  7th  of  April, 
surrendered  Island  No.  10  to  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces. 
Thus  it  would  appear  that  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry  and  Island 
No.  10  not  a  gun  was  fired  by  the  army  except  from  the  command  ot 
Colonel  Buford,  which,  at  the  latter  place,  co-operated  with  the  navy. 
There   were   eleven  batteries   on   the  island  and  adjacent  shores, 
mounting  upwards  of  seventy-five  guns,  from  32  to  100  pounders. 

One  rebel  gunboat,  four  transports,  and  immense  munitions  of  war 
and  many  prisoners  fell  into  our  hands  by  this  important  capture. 


-J 
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In  pursuance  of  the  first  great  duty  enjoined  upon  him,  that  of  re- 
opeDing  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  Fiag-Officer  Foote  pro- 
ceeded to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Pillow.  Arriving  on  the  12th  of  April, 
he  was  on  the  next  day  joined  by  General  Pope  and  his  army. 

Arrangements  were  promptly  made  by  the  two  commanders  for  an 
immediate  combined  attack  upon  the  fortifications,  with  every  confi* 
deoce  of  success;  bat  just  upon  the  point  of  execution,  an  order  from 
Geoeral  Halleck  for  the  army  to  re -enforce  him  at  Corinth  frustrated 
the  well -matured  plans  that  had  been  made. 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  suffering  from  the  long -neglected  wound  he  re- 
ceived at  Fort  Donelson,  was,  on  the  9th  of  May,  relieved  by  the 
department,  on  the  advice  of  the  surgeons,  of  the  command  of  the 
flotilla,  which  was  transferred  to  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis. 

CAPTURE   OP   FORT  PILLOW   AND   MEtfPHIS. 

The  latter  was  scarcely  introduced  to  his  command  before  he  had 
vigorous  work  to  perform.  On  the  11th  of  May  an  attack,  for  which 
the  rebel  fleet  lying  below  Port  Pillow  had  been  long  preparing,  was 
made  upon  the  flotilla.  This  fleet  of  eight  iron-clad  steamers,  four 
of  tbem  fitted  as  rams,  steamed  up  fully  prepared  for  «n  engagement, 
and  the  flotilla  was  quickly  in  motion  to  receive  them.  An  action  of 
an  boor  at  the  closest  quarters  followed,  at  the  end  of  which  the  ene- 
my retreated  under  the  guns  of  Port  Pillow,  three  of  their  gunboats 
having  been  disabled. 

The  flotilla  occupied  a  nearer  position  to  Fort  Eillow  after  this  en- 
gagement, and  the  ram  fleet  under  Colonel  EUett  joined  Flag-Officer 
Davis,  and  on  the  5th  of  June  Port  Pillow  was  abandpned. 

The  flotilla  moved  down  the  river,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  an- 
chored a  mile  and  a  half  above  Memphis.  The  next  morning  the  rebel 
fleet  of  eight  gunboats  and  rams  was  discovered  opposite  the  city. 
The  flotilla  came  up  with  and  engaged  them.  The  ram  fleet  pressed 
into  action  under  full  steam,  the  gunboats  in  the  meantime  keeping 
op  a  continuous  and  well-directed  fire.  The  rebel  gunboats  General 
Beauregard  and  Little  Rebel  blew  up,  and  the  Queen  of  the  West, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Ellett  in  person,  encountered  the  General 
Lovoll  and  sunk  her.  A  running  fight  followed,  carrying  the  vessels 
^veral  miles  below  Memphis,  and  resulting  in  the  capture  or  destruc- 
tion of  the  entire  rebel  fleet,  except  the  Van  Dorn,  which  succeeded 
in  escaping.  Our  loss  was  trifling.  The  rebels  suffered  severely 
from  the  exploding  and  sinking  of  their  vessels. 

At  the  close  of  the  engagement  Plag- Officer  Davis  returned  to  Mem- 
phiii  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  city,  which  was  complied 
with,  Colonel  Pitch  arriving  at  12  o'clock  from  Port  Pillow  and  taking 
military  possession. 

On  the  29th  of  June  Flag-Officer  Davis  left  Memphis  with  a  part 
of  his  flotilla  and  six  mortar  boats,  and  the  2d  of  July  following 
joined  Rear  Admiral  Parragut  above  Vicksburg,  the  latter  officer, 
with  a  portion  of  his  squadron,  having  arrived  there  a  few  days 
previous.     Demonstrations  were  continued  by  the  combined  squad- 
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rons,  at  intervals,  on  the  defences  of  Yicksburg,  for  some  days,  the 
mortar  vessels  of  each  sqnadron  bombarding  from  both  above  and  below. 

An  expedition  was  sent,  on  the  15th  of  Jaly.  to  procure  informa* 
tion  respecting  the  obstructions  and  defences  of  the  Yazoo,  but  the 
river  was  scarcely  entered  when  the  rebel  iron^clad  ram  Arkansas 
was  encountered,  coming  down.  After  a  severe  fight  with  the 
Carondelet  and  Tyler,  in  which  they  were  partially  disabled,  the 
Arkansas  entered  the  Mississippi,  passed  the  fleets  of  Farragut  and 
Davis,  and  took  refuge  under  the  batteries  at  Yicksburg.  An  at- 
tempt  to  destroy  her,  under  the  guns  of  the  battery,  did  not  Bucceed. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  military  force  to  co-operate  in  the 
reduction  of  Yickshurg,  the  scheme  was  for  the  time  abandoned,  and, 
late  in  July,  Flag-Officer  Davis  withdrew  his  command  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Yazoo.  In  August  a  joint  expedition  was  planned  between 
Flag-Officer  Davis  and  General  Curtis  for  operations  up  the  Yazoo, 
which  was  entirely  successful,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  a  battery 
of  heavy  guns,  field-pieces,  munitions  of  war,  &c. 

June  13th  a  detachment  from  the  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
Commander  A.  H.  Kelty,  with  the  46th  Indiana  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Fitch,  left  Memphis  for  White  river,  their  object  being  to 
form  a  junction  with  General  Curtis. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  they  arrived  at  the  rebel  fortifications 
near  St.  Charles,  Arkansas,  upon  which  an  attack  was  commenced 
by  the  gunboats,  whilst  Colonel  Fitch  landed  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
saulting the  rear.  The  enemy's  first  battery  was  carried  by  the 
gunboats,  and  Colonel  Fitch  gallantly  charged  the  second  battery, 
and  carried  it  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 

The  Mound  City,  in  the  lead,  was  damaged  by  a  shot  which  en- 
tered and  exploded  in  her  steam  drum,  killing  and  wounding  a  large 
portion  of  her  officers  and  men. 

The  gunboats  Tyler,  Lieut.  Com'g  Gwinn,  and  Lexington,  Lieut 
Com'g  James  W.  Shirk,  of  the  western  flotilla,  have  been  most  ac- 
tively and  usefully  employed  on  the  Tennessee  river.  They  have 
generally  preceded  the  march  of  our  army  southward  on  the  line  of 
that  river,  convoying  the  transports,  clearing  the  banks  of  rebel  bat- 
teries, and  frustrating  attempts  of  the  insurgents  to  fortify.  Fre- 
quently under  fire,  and  affording  protection  to  loyal  citizens  and  their 
property  within  their  reach,  these  gunboats  have  made  a  lasting  record 
of  their  services  by  their  participation  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  or 
Pittsburg  Landing.  Finding  our  army  forced  back  towards  the  river 
by  overwhelming  numbers,  those  two  vessels  selected  convenient 
positions  for  shelling  the  rebels,  and  from  3  to  6  p.  m.  were  throw- 
ing shot  and  shell  into  their  ranks  with  effect.  The  Tyler  alone,  on 
this  occasion,  discharged  188  shells. 

VESSELS  ON  FOREIGN  SERVICE. 

Commodore  Montgomery  was  relieved  by  Commodore  Charles  H. 
Bell,  in  the  command  of  the  squadron  on  the  Pacific  station,  on  the 
2d  of  January  last.  The  vessels  composing  the  squadron  are  the 
steam  sloops  Lancaster,  (flag- ship,)  Saranac,  Wyoming,  and  Narra- 
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When  the  insarrection  is  thas  excluded  from  the  coast  there  may  be 
presented  for  decision,  and  its  near  approximation  makes  allusion  to  it 
JQStiG.'ible,  the  grave  and  important  question  whether,  in  so  far  as 
relates  to  all  such  ports  and  places  on  the  insurgent  sea-coast  thus 
actual  ty  held  and  controlled  by  the  national  government  in  time  of 
war  lor  war  purposes,  and  by  the  power  of  war,  it  be  not  our  right  and 
duty  to  dismiss  the  costly  apparatus  and  embarrassing  formalities  and 
rules  of  an  international  blockade  and  to  substitute  in  place  of  it,  within 
all  the  ports  and  places  held  and  occupied  by  our  forces,  our  own 
domestic  authority  to  control  all  trade  therein,  as  we  control  every- 
thJDg  else  there,  and  thus  to  subject  at  such  points  all  commerce, 
coastwise  and  foreign,  of  export  or  import,  to  such  conditions  and  re- 
litrictions  and  regulations,  either  of  admission  or  exclusion  as  a  wise 
war  policy  may  prescribe,  and  a  present  war  power,  afloat  in  the  har- 
bor, or  on  shore  in  a  military  custom-house  may  enforce.  Such  has 
been  the  practice  of  nations  in  times  of  rebellion.  Such  was  our  prac- 
tice in  the  Mexican  ports  which  we  held  during  the  war  with  that 
coontry.  Should  such  a  policy  be  adopted,  among  other  important 
advEDtages  resulting  from  it,  would  be  the  release  of  our  fleets  from 
moch  of  their  present  harassing  and  exhausting  blockade  duty,  and 
the  ioimediate  concentration  of  their  activity  in  the  protection  of  our 
comiuerce  on  the  high  seas  by  the  pursuit  in  augmented  force,  and 
probably  the  speedy  capture  and  punishment,  of  the  marauders  who 
DOW  avail  themselves  of  the  incessant  occupation  of  the  mass  of  our 
naval  force  in  other  scenes  of  action,  for  the  temporary  prosecution  of 
their  piratical  designs. 

NORTH  ATLANTIC   SQUADROy — ROANOKE   ISLAND. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  blockade  constant  annoyance  was  ex- 
perienced from  various  sources  by  means  of  vessels  of  light  draught, 
which  made  ingress  or  egress  through  the  sounds  and  inner  waters 
on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  To  gain  possession  of  the  important 
points  within  the  sounds  was  therefore  necessary. 

Early  in  January  a  joint  expedition  of  the  navy  and  army  for  ope- 
rations in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina  moved  from  Hampton  roads, 
"JoJer  the  command  of  Flag- Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough  and  Brigadier 
^«neral  A.  E.  Burnside  respectively. 

The  naval  force,  consisting  of  seventeen  light  draught  vessels  with 
»p  armament  of  forty-eight  guns,  most  of  them  of  heavy  calibre,  ar- 
nved  at  Hatteras  inlet  on  the  13th  of  January,  and  in  two  days  suc- 
weded,  though  with  labor  and  difficulty,  in  passing  over  the  bulk- 
head and  through  the  narrow,  shallow,  and  tortuous  channel ;  but 
the  army  transports  were  unable  to  surmount  the  obstacles  and  be 
m\y  prepared  for  active  co-operation  until  some  weeks  later.  On 
the  morning  of  the  5th  of  February  the  combined  expedition  pro- 
^^eded  towards  Ronnoke  island  ;  the  naval  vessels,  placed  by  Flag- 
Offirer  Goldsborough  under  the  immediate  command  of  Commander 
^t«pben  C.  Rowan,  were  formed  in  three  separate  columns,  com- 
3winded,  respectively,  by  Lieutenants  Reed  Werden,  Alexander  Mur- 


162  BEPOBT   OF  THE  8BCBETABT  OF   THE  NAVY 

ray,  and  H.  K.  Davenport.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  vessels 
of  the  insnrgents,  eight  in  number,  were  discovered  drawn  up  be- 
hind an  extensive  barricade,  formed  by  a  double  row  of  piles  and 
sunken  vessels,  stretching  across  the  sound.  At  10.30  the  engage- 
ment commenced,  and  by  noon  became  general.  By  4  p.  m.  the  bat- 
teries were  temporarily  silenced  and  the  first  landing  of  troops  ef- 
fected.    At  midnight  over  10,000  troops  had  disembarked. 

The  engagement  was  renewed  the  following  morning  and  carried 
on  chiefly  by  the  army  until  1  p.  m.,  when  the  fleet  proceeded  to 
open  a  passage  through  the  obstructions,  which  was  successfully  ac- 
complished by  5  p.  m.,  and  the  national  flag  was  hoisted  on  Pork 
Point.  Firing  other  of  their  works  and  one  of  their  steamers  were 
the  closing  events  of  the  day,  the  rebels  yielding  the  island  to  our 
possession. 

Retreating  from  Roanoke  island,  the  rebel  naval  fleet  fled  up  the 
sound  and  into  Pasquotank  river,  towards  Elizabeth  City,  Commander 
Rowan  pursuing  them  with  the  flotilla,  anchoring  for  the  night  a  few 
miles  from  Port  Cobb.  At  8  a.  m.,  February  10,  the  rebel  steamers, 
under  command  of  W.  F.  Lynch,  formerly  of  the  navy,  were  dis- 
covered drawn  up  behind  a  battery  of  four  guns,  supported  by  a 
schooner  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  armed  with  two  heavy  32- 
pounders.  Fire  was  opened  by  the  insurgents  from  the  forts  and 
steamers  at  long  range.  Commander  Rowan  pushed  on  steadily  un- 
til within  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  when  he  opened  fire  and  dashed 
ahead  at  full  speed.  This  bold  and  wholly  unanticipated  onset  dis* 
mayed  the  rebels,  who  hastily  abandoned  their  works,  which,  with 
their  entire  fleet,  were  captured  or  destroyed. 

Passing  up  the  river  the  flotilla  took  possession  of  Elizabeth  City. 
Lieutenant  Murray  was  despatched  with  a  small  force  to  Edenton,  ot 
which  he  quietly  took  possession,  and  on  returning  from  this  duty  be 
was  sent  to  obstruct  the  Chesapeake  and  Albermarle  canal. 

In  this  expedition  there  were  five  armed  steamers  and  one  schooner 
destroyed,  and  one  steamer,  the  Ellis,  captured. 

CAPTUBB    OP    NBWBBBN    AND    WASHINGTON,  N.    C,  AND   CAPITULATION    OF 

FORT  MACON. 

Plag-OflScer  Goldsborough  having  been  recalled  to  Hampton  roadie, 
a  combined  army  and  naval  expedition,  under  General  Burnside  and 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  left  Hatteras  inlet  and  arrived  at  Slocum's 
creek,  the  point  selected  for  the  disembarcation  of  the  troops,  on  the 
12th  of  March. 

The  next  morning  the  landing  of  troops  commenced,  the  gunboats 
shelling  the  woods  at  the  point  of  landing  as  the  troops  advanced  ori 
shore.  At  the  same  time  six  naval  boat  howitzers  with  their  cre\V(«, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  were  landed  to  as^^i^i 
in  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  works.  About  4  p.  m.  the  first  of  ih*z 
enemy's  batteries  opened  upon  our  boats  and  were  answered  at  lone 
range,  the  firing  ceasing  at  sundown,  and  the  fleet  anchoring  in  .i 
position  to  cover  the  troops.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  tlic 
army  having  engaged  the  enemy  in  force,  Commander  Rowan  moved 
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steadily  up  the  river  with  his  fleet,  and  the  insurgents  abandpned  their 
forts  in  snccession  under  the  pressure  of  the  combined  columns  mov- 
ing upon  them.  On  arriving  at  Newbern,  the  rebels  having  fled, 
Commander  Rowan  took  possession  of  the  place,  and  later  in  tl^e  day 
the  army  were  moved  across  the  Trent  and  occupied  the  city. 

The  approach  by  the  river  to  Newbern  was  heavily  obstructed 
with  piles  and  torpedoes,  from  which  the  vessels  sustained  some  in- 
jur}', and  the  passage  was  disputed  by  six  forts,  at  distances  of  from 
half  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  from  each  other,  and  mounting  32 
gnns,  ranging  from  32-pounder8  to  80-pound  rifled  cannon. 

L'eotenant  McCook  is  reported  as  having  rendered  most  efiective 
service  with  his  naval  battery,  and  Commander  Rowan  bears  cheer- 
fill  testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
entire  command.  Several  steamers  and  schooners,  large  quantities 
of  pitch  and  turpentine,  and  a  valuable  stock  of  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  fell  into  our  hands  with  the  capture  of  Newbern. 

After  the  fall  of  Newbern  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray  was 
despatched  with  a  naval  column,  accompanied  by  a  detachment  from 
the  army,  to  take  possession  of  Washington,  N.  C.  Forcing  a  pas- 
sage through  the  obstructions  in  the  approach  to  that  place,  he  ar- 
rived there  on  the  21st  of  March,  and  it  was  surrendered  to  him 
without  resistance. 

The  batteries  on  shore  having,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of 
April,  opened  fire  on  Fort  Macon,  Commander  Samuel  Lockwood, 
senior  officer  of  the  blockading  fleet  off  Beaufort,  prepared  his  vessels 
for  action  and  proceeded  within  range  of  the  fort.  Fire  was  opened 
from  the  steamers  Daylight,  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  Chippewa, 
and  the  bark  Gemsbok,  which  was  continued  about  an  hour  and  a 
quarter,  when  they  were  compelled  to  haul  off  on  account  of  the 
iieavy  Hea.  In  the  afternoon  a  flag  of  truce  was  displayed  from  the 
fort,  which,  on  the  next  morning,  surrendered  to  Major  General 
BurDside.  Commander  Lockwood  united  in  signing  the  articles  of 
capitalation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

AFFAIR  AT  WEST   POINT. 

The  arrival  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  York  peninsula 
rendered  it  necessary  to  detail  several  gunboats,  chiefly  from  the 
North  Atlantic  squadron,  within  whose  limits  it  is,  to  convoy  the 
transports  and  protect  the  right  flank  of  the  army  on  its  march  along 
the  York  and  Pamunkey  rivers.  While  on  this  service,  on  the  7th 
of  May,  the  enemy,  in  large  force,  attacked  General  Franklin's  di- 
yibioo,  constituting  the  right  wing  of  the  army  at  West  Point,  the 
JQiiction  of  the  Pamunkey  and  Matapony.  The  assistance  of  the  navy 
was  requested  by  General  Franklin,  and  Commander  William  Smith, 
*enior  officer  of  the  naval  forces  in  York  river,  ordered  the  gunboats 
Wachusett,  Maratanza,  and  Sebago  to  the  support  of  General  Frank- 
lin. These  vessels,  taking  a  position  as  near  the  insurgents  as  pos- 
BiWe,  opened  upon  them  with  great  effect.  Their  fire  soon  began  to 
slacken,  and  they  commenced  their  retreat.  The  aid  rendered  by  our 
^boats  on  this  occasion  was  most  essential,  enabling  General  Frank* 
lin  to  hold  his  position  and  to  repel  the  rebels. 
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On  the  15th  of  May  the  Galena,  Monitor,  Aroostook,  Port  Royal^ 
and  Naugatuck,  all  under  command  of  Commander  John  Rodgers, 
ascended  James  river,  with  no  serious  obstructions  until  near 
Ward*  9  or  Drury's  Bluff,  where  piles  and  sunken  vessels  disputed 
their  further  passage,  and  a  heavy  battery  exposed  the  vessels  to  a 
plunging  fire.  The  Oalena  and  Monitor  ran  within  600  yards  of  the 
bluff;  but  the  latter  was  obliged  to  drop  down  several  hundred  yards, 
as  her  guns  could  not  be  sufficiently  elevated  for  effective  service. 
An  action  of  three  hours'  duration  took  place,  when,  owing  to  a 
scarcity  of  ammunition,  the  vessels  retired  to  City  Point  without 
silencing  the  battery.  The  Naugatuck  was  unfortunately  disabled 
by  the  bursting  of  her  rifle  gun.  The  men  on  the  vessels  were 
exposed  during  the  contest  to  a  constant  fire  from  sharpshooters 
concealed  in  rifle  pits  on  the  river  bank;  but  officers  and  men  exhib- 
ited great  coolness  and  courage  throughout  the  engagement. 

SOUTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

In  my  annual  report  in  December,  1861,  mention  was  made  of  the 
plans  and  investigations  which  had  been  projected  during  the  summer 
preceding  for  seizing  and  holding  some  of  the  important  ports  on  the 
southern  coast,  and  that  the  command  of  the  South  Atlantic  squadron 
had  been  given  to  Flag- Officer  DuPont,  chairman  of  the  commission 
which  had  been  selected  by  the  department  to  make  examination  and 
report  on  this  subject.  I  was  also  enabled  to  communicate  his  ser* 
vices  at  Port  Royal  and  Beaufort,  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  capture 
of  Tybee  island,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  river,  in  November. 

Following  up  these  successes,  and  in  order  to  carry  out  the  original 
purpose  of  his  command,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  maintaining  a 
blockade  of  the  coast,  Flag-Officer  DuPont  and  the  squadron  became 
actively  engaged  in  examining  the  waters  and  islands  on  the  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  coasts,  preparatory  to  their  military  occupation. 
Expeditions  were  sent  to  St.  Helena,  North  and  South  Edisto,  Warsaw 
inlet,  Tybee  and  other  islands,  and  other  important  localities,  l^he 
necessity  of  guarding  these  points  until  the  army  was  prepared  to 
hold  them  employed  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  naval  force  in 
that  quarter. 

On  the  Ist  of  January  a  force  of  five  gunboats,  under  Commander 
C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  was  detailed  to  co-operate  with  a  column  of  troops^ 
under  Brigadier  General  Stevens,  in  certain  military  operations  in  the 
vicinity  of  Beaufort,  South  Carolina.  The  movements,  both  naval 
and  military,  were  conducted  with  success.  The  efiective  action  of 
the  navy  on  this  occasion  elicited  from  the  late  gallant  General 
Stevens  a  very  complimentary  acknowledgment,  and  the  entire  man* 
agement  of  the  expedition  is  commended  in  high  terms  by  Flag- 
Officer  DuPont. 

FOKT  PULASKI. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  project  of  cutting  off  communication 
between  Fort  Pulaski  (held  by  the  rebels)  and  Savannah,  and  the 
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ultimate  repossession  of  that  fort,,  received  consideration  and  was 
prepared  for  by  frequent  and  successful  reconnoissances.  An  ex- 
pedition being  in  the  course  of  preparation  to  capture  Fernandina 
Aui  other  points  south,  the  occasion  was  not  permitted  to  pass  unim- 
proved of  making  a  reconnoissance  which  would  serve  as  a  demonstra- 
tion upon  Savannah  and  cover  up  the  real  purpose,  which  was  an 
attack  on  Fernandina. 

Accordingly,  on  the  27th  of  January,  a  fleet  of  gunboats  under 
Flag-Captain  Charles  H.  Davis,  and  of  transports  conveying  a  column 
of  troops  under  Brigadier  General  Wright,  entered  Little  Tybee 
river,  and  passed  beyond  the  highlands  of  Wilmington  island.  They 
examined  the  creeks  and  localities,  and  obtained  much  valuable  in- 
formation, so  necessary  to  future  successful  military  operations. 

While  on  this  service  five  steamers,  the  rebel  fleet  of  Commodore 
Tatnali,  made  their  appearance.  Captain  Davis  and  Commander  John 
Benders,  who  was  at  anchor  in  Wright  river,  opened  upon  them.  A 
short  but  spirited  engagement  of  less  than  half  an  hour  followed, 
when  a  part  of  the  rebel  fleet  was  forced  back,  and  the  remainder 
escaped  to  Fort  Pulaski.  The  appearance  of  such  a  force  in  Wil- 
mington and  Warsaw  sounds  created  a  sense  of  alarm  at  Savannah, 
indncing  the  withdrawal  of  troops  from  other  points  in  anticipation 
of  an  attack  on  that  city.  In  the  capture  of  Fort  Pulaski,  a  purely 
military  operation,  which  occurred  some  months  afterwards,  August 
11,  the  navy  bad  the  good  fortune  to  participate,  a  detachment  of 
officers  and  men  from  the  Wabash  serving  in  one  of  the  breaching 
batteries,  and  having  the  management  of  four  rifle  guns  in  battery 
Sigel. 

ItEPOfiSESSION  OF   FERKAyDINA,  ST.  MABT'B,  FOBT  CLINCH,  JACKSONVILLE 

ST.  AUGUSTINE,  BRUNSWICK,  ETC. 

The  repossession  and  reoccupation  of  the  eastern  coast  of  Florida 
iras  another  of  the  primary  objects  on  the  part  of  the  South  Atlantic 
organization.  Flag-OflBcer  DuPont  sailed  from  Port  Royal  in  the 
Wabash  on  the  last  day  of  February,  and  on  the  2d  of  March,  trans- 
ferring his  flag  to  the  Mohican,  entered  Cumberland  sound  in  that 
vessel,  accompanied  by  18  other  vessels  of  the  navy,  the  armed 
steamer  McClellan  carrying  a  battalion  of  marines,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Reynolds,  and  several  transports  containing  a  brigade, 
commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Wright. 

The  immediate  object  of  this  expedition  was  the  repossession  of 
Fort  Clinch  and  the  capture  of  Fernandina.  The  insurgents  aban- 
doned their  works  of  defence,  and  rapidly  retreated. 

Commander  Drayton  with  a  division  of  the  force  proceeded  to 
Fernandina,  and  occupied  that  place.  The  flag  was  hoisted  on  Fort 
Clinch,  the  first  of  the  national  forts  seized  by  the  insurgents  on 
which  the  ensign  of  the  Union  had  resumed  its  proper  position  since 
the  commencement  of  the  rebellion.  This  fort  and  the  several  bat- 
teries commanding  the  channel  of  approach  to  Fernandina  bore  every 
indication  of  preparation  for  a  vigorous  defence,  and  their  abandon- 
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When  the  yeeeek  nbir  under  oonetniction  are  oompleted»  the  navy  will  o<m« 
siflt  of — 

8AILIKG  VESSELS. 


Description. 


8hip0*of-the-liDe.... 

Frigates 

Sloope-of-war. 

Brigs 

Sbipe,  inclading  store  and  reoeivini?  vessels 

Schooners .., 

Barks 

Yachts 

Totel 


Number. 


6 

6 
16 

4 
23 
29 
18 

2 


104 


Guns. 


504 

300 

289 

20 

139 

69 

92 

2 


1,415 


Tons. 


16,094 

10,2S7 

14, 305 

999 

18, 087 

5,821 

8,431 

200 


74, 175 


STEAM  VESSELS. 


Description. 


Screw  frigates 

Screw  sloops,  1st  class. .... ...... ......  ....•• .... 

Screw  sloops,  2(1  class. 

Screw  gunboats,  (new) 

Iron-clad  vessels 

Side-wheel  frigates ................... 

Side-wheel  gunboate,  (new)....... .......... 

Side-wheel  gunboats,  (old  navy) 

Screw  steamers,  (purchased) .... ......... 

Side-wheel  steamers,  (purchased) ... ... 

Screw  steamers,  (old  navy) 

Gunboats,  transports,  &c.,  transferred  from  other 
departments 


Total. 


Number. 


5 

6 
21 
27 
64 

4 
39 

5 
63 
63 

6 

40 


323 


Guns. 


228 
133 
167 
108 
261 

49 
296 

11 
215 
250 

27 

108 


1,853 


Tons. 


18, 272 

11,955 
23,99! 
14,033 
59, 808 

8,003 
36.367 

2,190 
23, 490 
38,617 

2,690 

26,544 


265,861 


BECAPirULATION. 


Description. 

Number. 

Guns. 

Tons. 

Sailinsr  vessels ................................ 

104 
823 

1,415 
1,853 

74. 176 

Steam  vessels. ..- 

265,861 

Total.. 

427 

3,268 

340, 036 

IBON-CLAD  VESSELS. 


The  attention  of  this  department  was  turned  to  the  subject  of  iron- 
clad  vessels  immediately  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities  aod 
tiie  adoption  of  measurdb  for  the  enlargement  of  the  navy.    It  was  a 
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«abJ6ct  full  of  difficulty  and  doubt.  ExperimentH  upon  a  large  scale 
of  expense,  both  in  England  and  France,  if  not  resulting*  in  absolute 
failure,  had  achieved  but  a  limited  and  questionable  success.  Yet  it 
was  evident  that  a  new  and  material  element  in  maritime  warfare  was 
developing  itself,  and  demanded  immediate  attention.  In  this  view 
I  recommended  to  Congress,  at  its  extra  session,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1861,  the  whole  subject,  and  asked  authority  to  organize  a  commis- 
sion for  investigation.  Thirty  days  after  this  action  on  my  part, 
Congress  conferred  the  authority  requested,  and  appropriated  fifteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  construction  of  one  or  more  iron- 
clad vessels  upon  such  models  as  should  receive  the  approval  of 
the  department.  On  the  day  after  the  law  had  been  approved  the 
commission  was  constituted,  and  the  department  advertised  for  pro- 
posals. Of  the  various  plans  and  propositions  submitted,  three 
vessels  of  different  models  were  recommended  by  the  board,  which 
received  the  approval  of  the  department.  Contracts  were  forthwith 
made  for  constructing  the  Monitor,  the  Galena,  and  the  Ironsides. 
All  of  these  vessels  are  now  in  the  service.  .  It  was  the  intention  and 
constant  effort  of  the  department  and  the  contractors  that  the  Monitor 
should  be  completed  in  the  month  of  January,  but  there  was  delay  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  an  undertaking  of  such 
novelty  and  magnitude,  and  thero  were  also  some  slight  defects  which 
were,  however,  promptly  remedied,  and  she  left  New  York  early  in 
March,  reaching  Hampton  roads  on  the  night  of  the  eighth. 

Her  arrival,  though  not  as  soon  as  anticipated,  was  most  opportune 
and  important.  For  some  time  the  department  had  heard  with 
great  solicitude  of  the  progress  which  the  insurgents  had  made  in 
armoring  and  equipping  the  large  war  steamer  Merrimack,  which  had 
fallen  into  their  hands  when  Norfolk  was  abandoned.  On  the  after- 
noon of  the  8th  of  March  this  formidable  vessel,  heavily  armored  and 
armed,  and  fully  prepared  to  operate  both  as  a  ram  and  a  war  steamer, 
came  down  the  Elizabeth  river,  accompanied  by  several  smaller 
steamers,  two  of  them  partially  armored,  to  attack  the  vessels  of  the 
blockading  squadron  that  were  in  and  about  Hampton  roads.  When 
the  Merrimack  and  her  attendants  made  their  appearance,  the  Con- 
gress and  the  Cumberland,  two  sailing  vessels,  were  anchored  off  New- 
port News,  and  the  remaining  vessels  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Fortress 
Monroe,  some  six  miles  distant.  The  Minnesota,  the  Roanoke,  and 
the  St.  Lawrence  got  immediately  under  way  and  proceeded  towards 
the  scene  of  action. 

The  Congress,  being  nearest  to  the  Merrimack,  was  the  first  to  re- 
ceive her  fire,  which  was  promptly  returned  by  a  full  broadside,  the 
shots  falling  apparently  harmlessly  off  from  the  armored  side  of  the 
assailant.  Passing  by  the  Congress,  the  Merrimack  dashed  upon  the 
Cumberland,  and  was  received  by  her  with  a  heavy,  well-directed 
and  vigorous  fire,  which,  like  that  of  the  Congress,  produced  unfor- 
tunately but  little  effect.  A  contest  so  unequal  could  not  be  of 
loDg  continuance,  and  it  was  closed  when  the  Merrimack,  availing 
herself  of  her  power  as  a  steam  ram,  ran  furiously  against  the  Cumber- 
iaod,  laying  open  her  wooden  hull,  and  causing  her  almost  imme* 
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diately  to  sink.  As  her  guns  approached  the  water's  edge,  her 
young  commander,  Lieutenant  Morris,  and  the  gallant  crew  8too<) 
firm  at  their  posts,  delivered  a  parting  fire,  and  the  good  ship  went 
down  heroically,  with  her  colors  flying.  Having  thus  destroyed  the 
Cumberland,  the  Merrimack  turned  again  upon  the  Congress,  which 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  engaged  with  the  smaller  rebel  8teainer&, 
and  after  a  heavy  loss,  in  order  to  guard  against  such  a  fate  as  that 
which  had  befallen  the  Cumberland,  had  been  run  aground.  The 
Merrimack  now  selected  a  raking  position  astern  of  the  Congres^s 
while  one  of  the  smaller  steamers  poured  in  a  constant  fire  on  her 
starboard  quarter.  Two  other  steamers  of  the  enemy  also  approache<! 
from  James  river,  firing  upon  the  unfortunate  frigate  with  precision 
and  severe  efiect.  The  guns  of  the  Congress  were  almost  entirely 
disabled,  and  her  gallant  commanding  ofiicer,  Lieutenant  Josepli  B. 
Smith,  had  fallen  at  his  post.  Her  decks  were  strewn  with  the  dend 
and  dying;  the  ship  was  on  fire  in  several  places,  and  not  a  gun  could 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  assailants.  In  this  state  of  things,  and 
with  noefiectual  relief  at  hand,  the  senior  surviving  oflScer,  Lieutenant 
Pendergrast,  felt  it  his  duty  to  save  further  useless  destruction  of 
life  by  hauling  down  his  colors.  This  was  done  about  four  o'clock, 
p.  m.  The  Congress  continued  to  burn  till  about  eight  in  the  even- 
ing,  and  then  blew  up. 

From  the  Congress  the  Merrimack  turned  her  attention  to  the  re- 
maining vessels  of  the  squadron.  The  Roanoke  had  grounded  on 
her  way  to  the  scene  of  the  conflict;  and  although  she  succeeded  in 
getting  off,  her  condition  was  such — her  propeller  being  uselesi^ — 
that  she  took  no  part  in  the  action.  The  St.  Lawrence  also  grounded 
near  the  Minnesota,  and  had  a  short  engagement  with  the  Merri- 
mack, but  suflered  no  serious  injury,  and,  on  getting  afloat,  was  or* 
dered  back  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

The  Minnesota,  which  had  also  got  aground  in  the  shallow  waters 
of  the  channel,  became  the  special  object  of  attack,  and  the  Merri- 
mack, with  the  Yorktown  and  Jamestown,  bore  down  upon  her.  The 
Merrimack  drew  too  much  water  to  approach  very  near;  her  fire  was 
not  therefore  particularly  effective.  The  other  steamers  selected 
their  position,  fired  with  much  accuracy,  and  caused  considerable 
damage  to  the  Minnesota.  She  soon,  however,  succeeded  in  getting 
a  gun  to  bear  on  the  two  smaller  steamers,  and  drove  them  away — 
one,  apparently,  in  a  crippled  condition.  About  7  p.  m.  the  Merri- 
mack also  hauled  ofi*,  and  the  three  stood  towards  Norfolk. 

All  efforts  to  get  the  Minnesota  afloat  during  the  night,  and  into  a 
safe  position,  were  totally  unavailing.  The  morning  was  looked  lor 
with  deep  anxiety,  as  it  would,  in  all  probability,  bring  a  renewed 
attack  from  the  formidable  assailant.  At  this  critical  and  anxious 
moment  the  Monitor,  one  of  the  newly  finished  armored  vessels,  came 
into  Hampton  roads,  from  New  York,  under  the  command  of  Lien- 
tenant  John  L.  Worden,  and  a  little  after  midnight  anchored  alon;^- 
side  the  Minnesota.  At  six  o'  clock  the  next  morning  the  Merrimack, 
as  anticipated,  again  made  her  appearance  and  opened  her  fire  npon 
the  Minnesota.     Promptly  obeying  the  signal  to  attack,  the  Monitor 
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ran  down  past  the  Minnesota  and  laid  herself  close  alongside  the 
Merrimack,  between  that  formidable  vessel  and  the  Minnesota.     The- 
tierce  conflict  between  these  two  iron-clads  lasted  for  several  hours.. 
It  was,  in  appearance,  an  unequal  conflict;  for  the  Merrimack  was  a 
large   and   noble   stracture,  and   the   Monitor   was,  in  comparison, 
dlmo^t  diminutive.     But  the  Monitor  was  strong  in  her  armor,  in  the* 
in^enioud  novelty  of  her  construction,  in  the  large  calibre  of  her  two 
pTUUs,  and  the  valor  and  skill  with  which  she  was  handled.     After 
several  hours  fighting  the  Merrimack  found  herself  overmatched, 
and,  leaving  the  Monitor,  sought  to  renew  the  attack  on  the  Minne- 
<<jta;  but  the  Monitor  again  placed  herself  between  the  two  vessels,. 
<iud  re-opened  her  fire  upon  her  adversary.     At  noon  the  Merrimack,, 
seriously  damaged,  abandoned  the  contest,  and,  with  her  companions, 
retreated  towards  Norfolk. 

Thus  terminated  the  most  remarkable  naval  combat  of  modern 
times,  perhaps  of  any  age.  The  fiercest  and  most  formidable  naval 
am^ault  upon  the  power  of  the  Union  which  has  ever  been  made  by 
the  insurgents  was  heroically  repelled,  and  a  new  era  was  opened  in 
the  history  of  maritime  warfare. 

Before  the  occurrence  of  these  events,  entertaining  a  conviction 
that  at  least  one  of  the  models  of  iron-clad  vessels — that  of  the 
Monitor,  an  original  invention  of  John  Ericsson,  of  New  York — would 
prove  a  successful  experiment,  and  that  it  was  particularly  adapted 
to  our  harbor  and  coast  defence,  and  service  on  the  shallow  waters  of 
oar  seaboard,  I  estimated,  in  my  annual  report,  last  December,  for 
the  immediate  construction  of  twenty  iron-clad  steamers.  The  House 
of  Hepresentatives  promptly  responded  to  this  recommendation,  and 
passed  a  bill  ^^authorizing  and  empowering  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  cause  to  be  constructed,  by  contract  or  otherwise,  as  he 
^hall  deem  best  for  the  public  interest,  not  exceeding  twenty-otie 
iron-clad  steam  gunboats."  The  Senate  delayed  action  on  this  bill 
until  February,  when,  foreseeing  that  the  country  would  suffer  from 
lonirer  inaction,  I  addressed  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of 
the  Senate  on  the  subject,  and  the  result  was  the  immediate  passage 
of  the  bill  which  had  originated  in  the  House  in  December. 

At  the  earliest  practicable  moment  after  the  enactment  of  this  law 
the  department  commenced  entering  into  contracts  for  the  construe- 
tioD  of  armored  vessels,  most  of  them  on  the  plan  of  the  Monitor. 

The  Galena,  a  less  formidable  vessel,  was  for  some  time  under  fire 
from  plunging  shot  at  Drury's  BlulF,  on  James  river.  As  yet  the 
Ironsides,  recently  completed,  has  not  been  tested  in  action, 
bat  it  is  believed  she  will  prove  a  formidable  fighting  vessel. 
That  we  might  be  prepared  for  extraordinary  emergencies,  it  was 
'leemed  advisable  to  put  armature  on  one  of  our  steam  frigates,  and 
the  B^noke  was  selected  for  that  purpose. 

Whatever  success  may  attend  the  large  and  costly  armored  ships 
of  the  Warrior  class,  which  are  being  constructed  by  some  of  the 
maritime  powers  of  Europe  cruising  in  deep  waters,  they  can  scarcely 
i-an^e  alarm  here,  for  we  have  within  the  United  States  few  harbora 
that  are  accessible  to  them,  and  for  those  few  the  goVSernment  can 
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always  be  prepared  whenever  a  foreign  war  i»  imminent.  It  hfii 
been  deemed  advisable,  however,  that  we  should  have  a  few  larg« 
sized  armed  cruisers,  of  great  speed,  for  ocean  service,  as  well  as  of 
the  class  of  smaller  vessels  for  coastwise  and  defensive  operations. 

In  the  construction  of  iron  dads  of  the  Monitor  class,  the  nautical 
<iualities  of  the  vessel  have  not  been  the  governing  object,  for  with 
light  draft  and  heavy  armament,  high  speed  is  not  attainable.  But 
they  are  adapted  to  the  shallow  waters  of  our  coast  and  harbors,  few 
^f  which  are  accessible  to  vessels  of  great  magnitude.  While  the 
larger  armored  vessels,  with  their  heavy  armament,  cannot  nearly 
approach  our  shores,  those  of  the  Monitor  class  can  penetrate  even 
the  inner  waters,  rivers,  harbors,  and  bayous  of  our  extended  double 
•coast. 

YABD  AND  DEPOT  FOB  AN  IBON-CLAD  NAVY. 

In  March  last,  and  again  in  June,  I  invited  the  attention  of  the 
naval  committees  of  Congress  to  the  importance  of  taking  prompt 
preliminary  measures  for  establishing  a  navy  yard,  including  foou- 
-deries,  shops,  and  docks,  adapted  to  the  growing  wants  of  the  scrviw 
and  the  country.  It  was  not  that  we  needed  an  additional  navy 
yard,  but  that  we  required  one  of  a  different  character,  in  many 
respects,  from  any  that  we  possess. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  possessing,  somewhere  in  this  country, 
-a  navy  and  dock  yard  for  the  purposes  of  an  iron  navy,  the  suggej*- 
tions  of  the  department  received  the  favorable  consideration  ot 
Congress.  The  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  commercial  centre  of  ih<? 
iron  and  coal  regions,  became  interested  in  the  question  and  wad 
induced  to  make  a  free  offer  of  League  island,  a  body  of  land  of  about 
«ix  hundred  acres  near  the  confluence  of  the  Delaware  and  SchuyiiwiU 
rivers,  to  the  United  States  for  naval  purposes.  In  consequence  of 
this  liberal  offer,  Congress  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
receive  and  accept  League  island :  provided,  however,  that  it  shoQld 
not  be  accepted  until  the  title  shall  be  perfect  to  low-watar  mark, 
nor  if,  upon  a  more  thorough  examination  and  survey  of  the  premises 
iy  a  competent  board  of  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  he  shall  discover  that  the  public  interests  will  not  be  pro- 
moted by  acquiring  the  title  as  aforesaid;  that  the  board  to  be  ap- 
pointed shall,  before  proceeding  to  any  decision  of  the  questloa^ 
referred  to  them,  make  a  survey  and  examination  of  the  harbor  of 
New  London,  in  Connecticut,  and  its  surroundings,  with  refereace  tc 
its  fitness  for  a  naval  depot  and  navy  yard;  and  that  they  also  m^^*^ 
the  same  investigation  in  regard  to  the  waters  of  Narraganset  bay. 

Pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress  above  referreJ 
to,  I  appointed,  on  the  I2th  of  August,  a  board  of  officers  consist* 
ingof  Bear  Admiral  Stringham,  Commodores  Van  Brunt  and  Gardner, 
and  Captain  Marston,  of  the  navy,  Professor  Bache.  and  Engineer 
Sanger,  to  make  the  required  examination,  and  report.  The  boarJ 
was  assiduously  engaged  for  over  two  months  upon  the  duty  assigned 
it,  and  after  completing  the  survey  and  examination,  revised  their 
labor;  and,  upon  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject,  the  members  unaoi* 
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DOQsly  rejected  any  proposition  for  the  contemplated  navy  yard  on 
the  waters  of  Narraganset  bay.  In  regard  to  the  two  other  locations, 
League  island  and  New  London,  and  which  is  best  adapted  to  the 
purposes  of  sach  a  navy  yard  and  depot  as  is  contemplated  by  the 
Liw.  the  board  was  divided  in  opinion,  and  presented  majority  and 
minority  reports.  The.majority,  comprising  four  members,  award  to 
New  London  the  preference  over  League  island  for  a  navy  yard.  The 
minority  as  fully  and  emphatically  give  their  preference  to  League 
isUnd  as  possessing  important  requisites  which  the  other  does  not, 
and  as  being  better  adapted  to  the  special  wants  of  the  government 
I  and  the  objects  of  the  law  authorizing  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mUdioQ. 

Without  attempting,  in  this  place,  to  analyze  these  voluminous 
reports,  or  to  reproduce  the  arguments  adduced  by  each,  I  have 
considered  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  Con- 
j^ress,  and  to  reiterate  my  opinion  in  favor  of  a  new  yard  and  depot 
better  adapted  to  the  construction  of  iron  vessels  and  iron-clad  ves- 
»elti  than  any  we  now  have,  and  where  this  description  of  vessels  may 
be  repaired,  or,  in  time  of  peace,  laid  up  in  ordinary.  In  selecting 
the  site  for  such  a  navy  yard  there  are  two  essential  and  controlling 
considerations  that  must  govern.  One  is  the  very  great  advantage 
(if  not  absolute  necessity)  of  fresh  water  over  salt  water  for  the 
preservation  of  iron  vessels.  The  other  is,  security  from  an  attack 
by  a  foreign  enemy.  These  two  primary  qualities  are  to  be  had  at 
I^a^e  island.  Iron  and  coal  are  also  in  close  proximity  to  that 
location. 

New  London  baa  a  commodious  harbor,  and,  were  it  less  exposed, 
Mne  good  qualities  for  a  navy  yard,  provided  it  be  the  intention  of 
Congress  to  establish  another  similar  to  those  we  now  have  for  the 
construction  of  wooden  vessels.  For  an  iron  navy,  and  for  iron  pur- 
poi^.  I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  any  advantages  over  Brooklyn,  or 
Cbarlestown,  or  Portsmouth,  and  if  not  Congress  must  determine 
whether  another  such  yard  shall  be  established.  The  department  has 
ooUuggested  or  contemplated  the  acquisition  of  a  yard  and  depot  of 
that  description,  but  called  attention  to  the  growing  necessity  of  an 
^tablisbment  for  an  iron  navy.  The  law,  while  requiring  an  exam- 
ination of  other  places  by  a  board,  authorizes  no  action  by  the 
<iepartment  for  the  acceptance  of  any  other  than  League  island,,  and 
I  do  Dot,  therefore,  propose  to  canvass  the  merits  or  demerits  of  New 
London  or  Narraganset  bay. 

League  island  has  the  requisite  of  fresh  water,  which  is  indispen- 
iiLlft  lor  an  iron  navy  yard;  and  is  remote  from  the  sea,  which  renders 
i^  a  place  of  security.  The  objections  to  it  are  its  low  alluvial  soil, 
tue  cost  of  raising  it  to  a  proper  grade,  the  depth  it  will  be  necessary 
^>  peiietarate  before  reaching  safe  bottom,  ^nd  the  expense  of  piling, 
'^n  which  to  erect  superstructures.  These  are  weighty  objections, 
•>hd  it  will  require  no  inconsiderable  expenditure  to  overcome  them, 
lu  addition  to  those  above  enumerated  is  the  fact  that  the  navigation 
u^  the  Delaware  river  is  sometimes  obstructed  by  ice,  and  injury  is 
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sometimes  caused  by  floating  ice;  but  there  is  uo  river  east  or  north 
of  it  where  the  objection  is  not  much  greater. 

In  regard  to  the  location  of  naval  depots  and  the  necesj^ity  of 
having  them  secure  from  foreign  enemies,  I  cannot  more  distinctly 
and  clearly  present  what  are  the  requisites  than  by  quoting  from  the 
report  of  a  very  able  board  of  eminent  oflScers  and  engineers  on 
sea-coast  defences,  made  in  1820: 

••Security  against  an  attack  by  sea  or  land  is  undoubtedly  the  fir-t 
condition  required;  for  the  destruction  of  an  establishment  of  thi^ 
nature  involves  with  it  the  destruction  of  all  those  elements  of  a  navu) 
force  which  have  been  collected  a  long  time  beforehand  during  peace, 
to  the  incalculable  loss  of  the  public.  Such  a  misfortune  must  bt^ 
severely  felt  during  the  whole  course  of  a  war,  and  cannot  well  h(^ 
repaired  whilst  it  continues.  This  indispensable  quality  (security) 
must  be  obtained,  as  well  as  localities  will  admit,  without  having  n^* 
course  to  artificial  fortifications;  for  these  must  be  very  costlvr  anJ 
if  that  expense  can  be  avoided,  the  same  sums  will  be  much  more 
advantageously  laid  out  in  improving  and  aggrandizing  the  establish- 
tnents  of  the  depot.  Thus,  if  equal  in  other  respects,  a  place  v^ho^t^ 
site  is  naturally  strong,  and  whose  position  with  respect  to  the  genv- 
ral  frontier  is  well  covered,  should  be  preferred  to  another  that  re- 
quires to  be  fortified." 

The  great '  essential  here  specified,  of  security  from  attack  by  a 
foreign  enemy,  appertains  to  League  island,  which  has,  in  that  re- 
spect, strong  topographical  advantages.  Its  interior  location  migbt 
have  constituted  an  objection  at  a  former  period,  when  only  sailing 
vessels  were  in  the  naval  service;  but  the  introduction  of  8team  hui 
wrought  a  revolution  in  this  respect,  rendering  the  movements  of  our 
war  vessels  independent  of  wind  and  tide.  Immediate  contiguity  to 
the  ocean  is  no  longer  deemed  an  advantage,  but  a  disadvantajre. 
Steam,  rified  cannon,  and  modern  improvement  in  ordnance,  have 
rendered  harbors  and  depots  immediately  on  the  seaboard  insecun*. 
In  a  recent  debate  in  the  British  Parliament,  it  was  emphatically 
urged  that  Portsmouth  and  its  immense  and  costly  works  must  l^'i 
abandoned,  for  the  reason  that  a  naval  depot  should  not  be  witbin 
the  range  of  fire  or  six  miles  of  an  attacking  force.  If,  then,  frt-j* 
water  be  indispensable  for  a  navy  yard  for  the  construction,  repair, 
and  dockage  of  iron  vessels,  and  vessels  that  are  clad  with  iron,  tborn 
is  no  position  east  of  the  Delaware  where  the  difficulties  from  ice  dt> 
not  exceed  those  urged  against  League  island,  nor  has  any  place  beeu 
proposed  that  presents  equal  advantages,  or  is  so  secure  from  an  at* 
tack.  While  there  are  some  obvious  and  admitted  objections  t*' 
League  island,  no  place  has  been  proposed  that  combines  so  many 
advantages,  unless  it  be  the  contracted  and  altogether  inadequate 
yard  at  Philadelphia.  That  yard  may  perhaps  be  extended  so  a^  to 
double  its  present  capacity,  but,  besides  involving  a  large  expendi- 
ture, it  would  then  be  insufficient  for  our  future  iron  navy. 

The  occupation  of  League  island  wawld  not  increase  the  number  •>/ 
navy  yards  that  we  now  have,  for,  when  once  in  operation,  the  di** 
continuance  of  the  present  site  at  Philadelphia  would  take  place  a.^  ^i 
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matter  of  course,  and  the  avails  could  be,  and  doubtless  would  be, 
diverted  to  the  improvement  of  the  new  location;  whereas,  the  adop- 
tion of  any  other  site  would  be  the  addition  of  another  navy  yard 
similar  in  character  to  those  we  now  have,  which  is  not  required. 

The  conflicting  reports,  and  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  law  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  receive  and  accept  League 
i>land,  have  occasioned  embarrassment,  and  I  have  therefore  deemed 
it  respectful*  to  delay  action  until  Congress  should  convene.  As 
ueither  the  harbor  of  New  London  nor  the  waters  of  Narraganset 
hdj  are  adapted  to  the  purposes  and  wants  of  an  iron  navy,  whatever 
may  be  their  advantages  in  other  respects,  and  as  League  island  has 
tbe  requisites  of  fresh  water,  security  from  external  enemies,  and 
proximity  to  iron  and  coal,  I  propose  to  receive  and  accept  for  the 
government  the  munificent  donation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  un- 
\t^^  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct. 

MATERIAL. 

The  time  has  arrived  when,  in  order  to  maintain  ourselves  and  our 
tnie  position  as  a  nation,  we  must  have  a  formidable  navy,  not  only 
uf  li^ht  draught  vessels  to  guard  our  extensive  and  shallow  coast,  but' 
ODe  that  with  vessels  always  ready  for  the  service,  and  of  sufficient 
size  to  give  them  speed,  can  seek  and  meet  an  enemy  on  the  ocean. 
Ill  order  to  obtain  the  enormous  steam  power  essential  to  great  speed, 
ve  must  have  vessels  of  the  greatest  magnitude. 

Vessels  of  wood  will  always  be  built;  but  the  causes  that  have 
«»perated  to  retard  the  introduction  of  iron  vessels  are  disappearing. 
The  working  of  iron  has  been  much  simplified;  its  application  facili- 
t:ited;  new  tools  and  machinery  for  working  it  are  constantly  being 
iDTented  and  improved;  artisans  skilled  in  its  manufacture  are  becom- 
ini:  more  common,  and  the  material  more  easily  wrought. 

The  progress  of  events  renders  it  certain  that  iron  will  hereafter 
enter  largely  into  the  structure  of  vessels  for  marine  service,  although 
it  will  never  entirely  supersede  wood.  Our  country  produces  the 
material  in  abundance,  and  we  have  no  occasion  to  seek  it  from 
abroad.  While  our  forests  are  disappearing,  inexhaustible  resources 
in  iron  are  being  developed.  That  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  be  prepared  to  meet  some  change  in  the  material  and 
structure  of  our  naval  vessels  need  not  be  repeated.  It  must  pro- 
^de  the  necessary  yards  and  establishments  for  each,  and  have  them 
properly  located,  in  which  to  build  its  ships-of-war,  and  at  least  one 
of  them  should  be  specially  adapted  to  iron.  No  private  establish- 
ment can  undertake  such  heavy  work  as  the  government  requires  for 
its  armor  and  steam  purposes.  Possessing  advantages  that  no  other 
&atioD  enjoys,  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  them.  Our  iron  and  coal 
•ire  fonnd  in  the  same  region,  and  we  have  fresh  water  rivers  in 
which  iron  vessels  can  be  docked  and  kept  clean,  and  from  which  all 
enemies  can  be  excluded. 

In  the  construction  of  th#  iron  and  iron-clad  vessels  which  the 
department  has  now  in  progress  every  effort  has  been  made  to  have 
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them  promptly  completed.  It  is  believed  that  nearly  every  rolling- 
mill  has  been  engaged  that  is  able  to  do  the  work;  and  yet  thive 
vessels  are  several  months  behind  the  time  within  which  thev  were 
to  have  been  completed.  The  department  is  convinced  that  the  con- 
tractors have  done  their  best;  and  yet  it  is  with  great  difficulty  thiit 
these  comparatively  small  vessels  and  the  moderate  sized  iron  required 
can  be  procured  for  them  as  soon  as  wanted,  so  much  does  the  de- 
mand exceed  the  capabilities  of  the  mills  to  supply.  These  facts 
demonstrate  the  necessity  for  public  works  where  vessels  of  great 
magnitude  are  to  be  constructed.  Had  the  government  been  pre- 
pared for  this  heavy  work,  much  of  the  delay  which  has  embarrasned 
naval  operations  might  have  been  avoided.  Private  establishments 
would  have  been  relieved,  and  enabled  to  furnish  a  larger  quantity 
within  the  scope  of  their  own  manufacture. 

It  is  as  important  that  the  government  should  build  its  own  ships 
of  iron  as  of  wood.  If  the  apparent  cost  in  either  case  is  greater. 
the  actual  value  is  also  greater.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  tLutj 
the  material,  whether  of  iron  or  wood,  should  be  of  the  best  quality;: 
and  as  regards  iron,  this  can  be  insured  and  made  certain  only  by  m 
being  received  and  reworked  at  government  establishments.  Tbe 
large  quantities  required  will  always  enable  the  government  to  par- 
chase  on  economical  terms.  It  is  well  understood  that  the  qualitiea 
of  iron  vary  greatly,  and  the  use  of  inferior  kinds  will  be  both  inju- 
rious and  expensive.  Experiments  with  shot  in  target  practice 
demonstrate  that  some  qualities  have  much  greater  powers  of  resist- 
ance than  others,  and  are  therefore  better  for  armature.  Otbei^ 
qualities  may  better  resist  corrosion,  and  be  more  suitable  to  thvi 
action  of  sea  water,  and  still  others  may  be  adapted  to  the  internal! 
parts  exposed  to  difierent  chemical  action.  These  qualities  and  de- 
nominations will  be  ascertained  by  observations  and  tests  that  tiiH 
government  can  alone  well  make  and  faithfully  apply  in  the  construc- 
tion of  its  war  vessels.  Contractors  and  private  establishments  >villi 
not  be  equally  vigilant  and  careful  in  making  the  proper  selection^ 
and  assortings. 

An  establishment  such  as  the  department  has  in  view,  and  ba^ 
heretofore  recommended,  will  enable  the  government  to  have  all  tht^ 
advantages  of  the  best  and  most  suitable  descriptions  in  the  con* 
struction  of  vessels  of  iron  and  of  iron  armature.  Steam  machinery, 
anchors,  chain  cables,  and  heavy  iron  work  for  the  naval  service, 
would  be  manufactured  at  the  same  establishment  to  advantage. 

The  necessity  of  such  a  dock-yard  and  establishment  is  becomin^l 
t'O  important  that  I  deem  it  proper  again  to  present  the  subject  ta 
the  consideration  of  Congress.  As  yet  we  have  but  few  iron  vessels. 
and  these  chiefly  of  foreign  construction;  but  we  have  built  and  are 
building  iron-clad  vessels  at  private  establishments — not  one  at  oar 
public  yards. 

In  sustaining  our  position  as  a  naval  power  we  must  be  prepared! 
for  reverses  that  may  befall  us  in  batlle  or  by  calamities  incident  tij 
ocean  service.  A  wise  precaution  will  always  provide  a  reserve  of 
ships  to  take  the  place  of  those  that  may  be  injured  or  destroyed. 
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Teiuels  ehoald  be  in  different  stages  of  progress  of  constmction, 
thereby  giving  constcmt  employment  to  a  certain  number  of  skilful 
mechanics.     Stores  of  material  can  well  be  accumulated  in  days  of 
peace  for  the  emergencies  of  war. 

Snch  was  the  former  policy  of  the  government,  and  for  many  years 
an  annual  appropriation  was  made  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
navv.  Under  this  policy  there  were  in  times  of  peace  large  accu- 
malations  of  material  at  the  different  yards.  It  was  from  the  stock 
thng  collected  and  seasdned  that  our  vessels  were  mainly  built. 

Gnidually  this  policy  was  changed.  Successive  administrations, 
with  a  view  to  the  appearance  of  economy  and  a  show  of  small 
expenditure,  restricted  the  estimates  for  supplies  to  amounts  barely 
^nfficient  to  keep  its  few  ships  afloat. 

The  war  found  us  literally  destitute  of  materials  in  our  navy  yards, 
as  well  as  with  but  few  ships  to  sustain  the  national  integrity.  From. 
mi.<iaken  economy,  or  from  design,  the  government  was,  in  its  need, 
deficient  in  ships  and  destitute  of  material  for  their  construction^ 
No  alternative  was  left,  when  resistance  was  made,  but  for  the  de- 
partment to  build  its  vessels  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  of  such 
limber  as  could,  in  the  great  haste  and  emergency,  be  procured.  As- 
a  consequence,  vessels  that  should  have  lasted  for  years  will  soon 
perifeh,  and  must  in  the  meantime  involve  heavy  expense  for  neces- 
sary repairs  in  order  to  keep  them  afloat. 

Ab  vessels  of  wood  will  always  be  used  to  some  extent  for  naval 
purposes,  and  as  they  can,  for  the  present  at  least,  l^e  constructed 
more  speedily  than  of  iron,  it  will  be  wise  economy  to  have  a  reason- 
able quantity  of  timber  always  in  store. 

A  special  appropriation  annually  for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  a 
ftock  of  material  must  always  be  advantageous  to  the  government. 
In  that  way  the  navy  can  be  best  and  most  economically  supplied; 
can  make  better  purchases,  and  have  more  time  to  examine  and  test 
the  dsliveries. 

WESTEBN  DEPOT  AND  ESTABLISHMENT. 

It  will  be  advisable  at  an  early  period  to  establish  a  naval  depot  ont 
one  of  the  rivers  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  where  we  now  have 
'it^qoadron  equal  in  numbers  to  the  whole  navy  of  the  United  States* 
It  the  commencement  of  this  administration.  The  want  of  an  estab- 
lishment in  that  quarter,  where  vessels  may  be  constructed,  armed. 
Mid  armored,  equipped,  and  repaired,  has  been  severely  felt,  and  in» 
the  absence  of  such  an  establishment  the  department  has  been  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  expedients  that  may  have  been  sonietimes  disad- 
vantageous. 

For  an  iron  navy  the  great  rivers  of  the  west  are  well  adapted, 
^pd  the  immense  resources  in  iron  and  coal  that  are  distributed 
tiironghout  that  region  indicate  what  must  be  the  undoubted  policy^ 
'^t  tlie  government  at  no  distant  period  in  relation  to  such  an  estab- 
iij«bment.  The  time  may  not  have  arrived  when  the  selection  of  a. 
permanent  location  for  a  navy  yard  and  foundery  shall  be  made,  but 
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it  mast  be  in  the  near  future,  and  until  then  the  department  will  be 
^dependent  in  a  great  degree  on  private  establishments  and  such  tern 
iporary  arrangements  as  can  be  secured. 

HARBOR  DEFENCES. 

A  long  period  of  peace  had  rendered  the  government  inattentiv*- 
to  the  defence  of  the  harbors,  and  under  recent  alarms  the  municipnl 
authorities  of  many  of  our  cities  have  made  application  for  naval  >>.- 
sels  to  protect  them  from  apprehended  danger.  Although  solicitou? 
to  relieve  any  portion  of  our  citizens  even  from  unnecessary  alarm. 
the  department  could  not  furnish  the  force  required  for  every  place 
exposed,  nor  has  it  been  anticipated  that  such  force  would  be  ex- 
pected of  the  navy.  It  has  been  the  understanding  that  the  fortiti- 
cations  were  to  be  relied  upon  as  furnishing  the  required  security 
■while  the  navy  performed  a  diflFerent  service.  No  longer  ago  thsic 
May  last  the  chief  engineer  of  the  War  Department  in  a  commuDira- 
tion  to  Congress  states  that  **a8  a  general  rule,  with  hardly  an  ex- 
<5eption,  the  permanent  defensive  works  of  the  United  States  werr 
designed  to  forbid  the  passage  through  the  waters  subject  to  their 
fire  of  hostile  vessels,  or  to  prevent  the  use  of  such  waters  by  an  ene- 
my in  his  vessels,  or  to  secure  the  use  of  the  waters  for  our  own 
vessels.  So  long  as  these  forts  fulfil  these  conditions  our  fortified 
ports,  navy  yards,  and  harbors  of  refuge  will  be  secure  against  iujnr; 
from  an  enemy's  ships,  and  the  waters  protected  by  them  wiin" 
available  for  the  use  of  our  vessels  and  forbidden  to  those  of  an  ene- 
my. That  is  to  say,  these  forts  are  designed  as  defences  against  bo- 
tile  military  power  afloat.'' 

While  there  may  be  difference  of  opinions  as  to  the  views  lici< 
expressed,  there  is  none  whatever  that  the  fortifications  at  our  pnu 
cipal  ports  should  be,  and  doubtless  are,  adequate  defences  again- 
any  cruiser  or  cruisers  that  may  be  afloat  in  the  cause  of  the  inj^ur 
gents.  It  has  not  therefore  entered  into  the  estimates  and  arranirei 
ments  of  the  Navy  Department  to  furnish  vessels  for  the  defence  •i 
our  ports,  nor  to  detach  them  from  other  imperative  duties  for  tha< 
purpose,  when  other  provisions  have  been  made  by  the  government 
and  have  been  uniformly  relied  upon  for  their  protection. 

DOCKINO. 

Our  facilities  for  docking  ships  are  altogether  inadequate  to  o\\ 
naval  wants,  and  in  a  foreign  war  with  a  formidable  power  our  eoi.i 
dition  would  be  deplorable.  We  have  but  one  dry  dock  at  e;i''li 
naval  station,  and  three  of  our  six  docks  are  of  wood,  being  l"'ijj 
perishable  and  combustible.  The  capacity  of  these  docks  in  lu'^tl 
below  the  size  required  for  some  of  the  vessels  we  are  now  buiMiiu', 
and  such  as  we  must  build  for  the  future.  Other  nations,  tindinij 
themselves  in  a  similar  condition,  are  now  enlarging  their  dry  doik? 
and  we,  having  but  three  permanent  ones,  and  they  designed  /'  i 
vessels  of  less  dimensions  than  some  we  now  build,  should  have  het< 
and  suitable  ones,  and  their  construction  should   be  forthwith  o-n. 
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menced.  Some  of  them  should  be  at  least  550  feet  in  length,  with  a 
breadth  of  80  feet,  to  admit  of  large  increase.  Docks  of  wood  are 
too  perishable,  and  require  greater  depth  of  water  for  heavy  ships 
than  our  harbors  can  furnish. 

The  importance  of  constructing  wet  basins  at  such  of  the  navy 
yards  as  are  sufficiently  capacious  to  admit  of  it,  adverted  to  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  is  commended  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress. 

B£0BGAinZATI0N  OP  THE  DEPARTMENT  AND  THE  NAVY. 

The  act  of  the  5th  of  July  last,  reorganizing  the  Navy  Department, 
creates  three  additional  bureaus.  This  insures  a  much  better  distri- 
botioQ  of  the  labors  and  very  much  simpli6es  and  facilitates  the  busi- 
ness of  the  department.  The  law  has  so  recently  gone  into  operation, 
and  the  officers  have  so  lately  entered  upon  their  duties,  that  the 
results  and  benefits  are  but  partially  developed.  I  am  satisfied,  how- 
ever, even  in  this  early  stage  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  change 
will  be  productive  of  efficiency  and  economy,  and  be  advantageous 
in  every  respect,  while  the  energy  ai)d  talent  of  the  chiefs  who  have 
been  brought  into  the  counsels  of  the  department  will  inspire  it  with 
additional  vigor. 

The  greatly  increased  labor  imposed  upon  the  department  in  con- 
sequence of  the  greatly  increased  force  both  of  men  and  vessels  in 
service,  with  a  vastly  more  active  employment,  calls  for  additional 
rierical  force  in  order  that  justice  may  be  done  to  the  service  and 
the  government. 

By  the  law  of  December  21,  1861,  it  was  enacted  that  any  naval 
officer  whose  name  had  been  borne  on  the  Naval  Register  forty -five 
Tears,  or  who  had  attained  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  shall  be  re- 
tired from  active  8er,vice  and  his  name  be  entered  on  the  retired  list 
of  officers  of  the  grade  to  which  he  belonged.  The  President,  by 
^d  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  was  authorized  to 
detail  retired  officers  to  active  duty  and  might  on  their  receiving  a 
vote  of  thanks  from  Congress,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
President,  be  restored  to  the  active  list,  and  not  otherwise. 

By  the  same  law  the  President  was  authorized  to  select  any  officer 
from  the  grades  of  captain  or  commander  and  assign  him  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  squadron,  with  the  rank  and  title  of  **flag-officer,"  and 
the  officer  thus  assigned  was  to  have  command  in  full  as  if  he  were 
the  senior  officer  of  the  squadron. 

The  officers  of  our  blockading  squadrons  and  of  the  Mississippi 
flotilla  were  recognized  flag-officers  until  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
the  16th  of  July  establishing  the  grade  of  rear  admiral,  when  they 
f^eived  that  appointment. 

The  act  of  July  16,  1862,  '*to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of 
liite  officers  of  the  United  States  navy,"  does  justice  in  conferring 
ranks  and  grades  that  had,  until  that  time,  been  withheld  from  as 
n»eritoriou8  and  gallant  a  class  of  officers  as  ever  devoted  their  days 
^  perilled  their  lives  for  their  country.     Though  the  justice  to 
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which  they  wore  entitled  has  been  long  delayed,  it  was  gracefully  and 
generously  rendered  by  the  present  Congress,  and  has  been  and  is 
appreciated  by  the  brave  men  who  are  its  recipients,  and  by  all  at- 
tached to  the  service,  as  a  just  recognition  of  the  worth  and  ability  of 
the  officers  of  the  American  navy.  It  is  a  gratifying  fact,  also,  that 
'Our  countrymen  have  responded  with  such  unanimity  to  the  action  of 
'Congress,  and  that  the  unworthy  prejudices  against  naval  titles  and 
honors  that  once  existed  have  so  generally  disappeared. 

The  commanders  of  our  squadrons  now  hold  rank  with  those  of 
other  naval  powers  on  the  ocean,  on  distant  service,  and  wherever 
they  carry  our  flag  or  appear  as  the  representatives  of  their  country. 

The  operations  and  working  of  the  law  may  be  improved  and 
modified,  in  some  respects,  without  changing  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  which  are  correct. 

Votes  of  thanks  having  been  rendered  Flag-Officers  L.  M.  Golds- 
borough,  S.  F,  DuPont,  D.  G.  Farragut,  and  A.  H.  Foote,  they  were 
nominated  to  the  Senate  for  the  place  of  rear  admiral  on  the  day 
subsequent  to  the  approval  of  the  act.  At  the  same  time  the  names 
of  Captains  Charles  Stewart,  George  C.  Read,  William  B.  Shubrick, 
Joseph  Smith,  George  W.  Storer,  Francis  H.  Gregory,  Eli  A.  F. 
Lavalette,  Silas  H.  Stringham,  "and  Hiram  Paulding  were  sent  in 
for  confirmation  as  rear  admirals  on  the  retired  list.  The  nomina- 
tions not  having  been  submitted  until  the  closing  hours  of  the  session 
were  not  acted  on  by  the  Senate,  but  the  officers  have  been  continued 
in  the  places  to  which  they  were  promoted.  Officers  commanding 
squadrons,  who,  by  the  act  of  December  last,  were  entitled  to  the 
rank  and  title  of  flag-officers,  have,  since  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  July  16,  been  awarded,  while  on  duty,  the  position  of  acting 
rear  admiral,  thereby  conferring  on  them  rank  corresponding  \rith 
that  of  officers  in  similar  position  in  the  navies  of  other  countries, 
and  relative  rank  with  the  army  oflicers  of  our  own,  when  co-operat- 
ing or  brought  together  on  active  service. 

In  pursuance  of  the  requirements  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  **act 
to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of  line  officers  of  the  United 
States  navy,''  directing  that  the  **  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  ap- 
point an  advisory  board  of  not  less  than  three  officers  senior  to  those 
to  be  reported  upon,  who  shall  carefully  scrutinize  the  active  list  of 
line  officers  above  and  including  the  grade  of  masters  in  the  line  of 
promotion,  and  report  to  him  in  writing  those  who,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  board,  are  worthy  of  promotion,"  I,  on  the  2iid  of  July,  appointed 
Captain  William  li,  Shubrick,  president,  and  Captains  Francis 
Gregory,  E.  A.  F.  Lavalletio,  W.  11.  Gardner,  and  William  W. 
McKean,  as  members  of  the  board. 

This  board  assembled  in  Washington  on  the  24th  July,  and  con- 
cluded their  labors  on  the  5th  of  August.  Notice  was  forthwith 
given  the  officers  whom  they  had  designated  of  their  rank  and  posi- 
tion. The  fifth  section  of  the  law  enacts  that  *'the  officers  recom- 
mended shall  be  immediately  commissioned,''  but  as  the  Senate  wa« 
not  then  in  session,  and  as  ti)e  right  of  selection  and  appointment 
cannot  be  conferred  on  an  advisory  board,  or  by  law  or  congressional 
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action  to  any  other  tribunal  than  is  specified  by  the  Constitution,  the 
names  recommended  will  be  presented  for  nomination  and  confirma- 
tion, subject  to  the  decision  of  the  President  and  Senate  respectively. 

The  law  having  made  no  express  provision  for  officers  not  recom- 
mended by  the  advisory  board,  either  by  promotion  or  retiring  them, 
a  question  arises  as  to  the  disposition  that  is  to  be  made  of  the  officers 
thus  superseded,  for  it  is  presumed  they  are  not  to  be  dismissed, 
although  a  strict  and  literal  compliance  with  the  act  would  seem  to 
require  it.  In  another  respect  the  law  inadvertently  does  injustice 
to  certain  officers  of  the  grade  of  captain,  who,  though  meritorious, 
are  superseded  by  the  act. 

These  and  some  other  defects  and  incongruities  require  remedial 
legislation,  and  I  respectfully  invito  attention  to  them. 

NAVAL  ACADEMY. 

The  largely  increased  number  of  vessels,  and  the  greatly  aug- 
mented force  of  the  navy  in  every  respect,  call  for  an  additional  num- 
ber of  educated  and  properly  disciplined  officers.  But  it  is  well 
known  that,  while  the  demand  for  officers  has  increased,  there  has 
been  a  large  diminution  of  their  nirmber  by  the  desertion  of  those 
who,  at  the  commencement  of  the  insurrection,  left  the  service. 
Efforts  to  supply  the  deficiency,  and  meet  our  necessities  from  the 
Xavri  Academy  as  early  as  possible,  have  been  attended  with  embarrass- 
ment from  legislativH  action  in  regard  to  appointments.  The  school 
itself  has  been  restricted,  not  only  by  its  removal,  but  by  the  failure 
to  complete  the  authorized  number,  in  consequence  of  no  selections 
of  candidates  having  been  made  by  representatives  in  many  of  the 
districts.  * 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  propriety  of  surrendering  to  the  pop- 
ular branch  of  the  legislative  department  of  the  government  appoint- 
ments, or  the  control  of  appointments,  expressly  confided,  in  all  cases, 
by  the  Constitution  to  other  departments  of  the  government,  and 
never  to  either  branch  of  Congress,  or  of  the  policy  of  mingling  the 
legislative  authority  with  executive  duties,  the  practice  of  the  depart- 
ment has  been  to  make  the  rule  of  appointment  accord  with  the  laws 
which  are  enacted.  It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  in  this  place  the 
right  of  Congress  to  prescribe  the  locality  from  which  appointments 
shall  be  made.  As  an  indication  of  a  disposition  that  the  naval  offi- 
cers should  be  distributed  throughout  the  country,  the  Executive  has 
made  it  a  point  to  conform,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  rule  or  regu- 
lation indicated  in  the  several  laws  upon  the  subject.^  In  consequence 
of  the  insurrection,  however,  and  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  several  of 
the  States  to  elect  representatives  to  Congress,  the  number  of  mid- 
shipmen had  become  reduced  at  the  period  when  the  country  required 
an  increase,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  navy  was  thus  impaired  or  dimin- 
ished by  the  rebellion,  for  the  suppression  of  which  its  fullest  power 
was  invoked.  Notwithstanding  the  desire  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of 
Congress,  so  far  as  they  could  practically  be  carried  into  eftect,  it  was 
deemed  unwise  to  permit  those  who  were  waging  war  against  the 
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governmeDt  to  weaken  its  energy  and  impair  its  strength,  or  to  destroy 
or  lessen  our  naval  power  by  permitting  the  insurgents,  throu|i;li 
neglect,  to  reduce  the  numbers  of  so  valuable  an  institution  as  the 
Naval  Academy,  through  a  literal  adherence  to  regulations  of  doubtful 
constitutionality.  Foreseeing  this  state  of  things,  I  have,  in  former 
reports,  suggested  to  Conp:ress  that  the  Executive  should  have  author- 
ity, in  form  of  law  as  well  as  in  fact,  to  select  candidates  for  unrep- 
resented districts  as  well  as  for  districts  whose  representatives  should 
have  made  no  selection. 

When,  therefore,  the  period  approached  for  the  formation  of  ibe 
class  of  the  present  year,  and  there  remained  a  large  number  of 
vacancies  unsupplied,  it  was  concluded  to  fill  up  the  Academy  by  ap- 
pointments for  some  of  the  vacancies  created  by  the  rebellion.  Such  a 
course  of  action,  plainly  demanded  by  the ,  exigencies  of  the  public 
service,  appeared  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  policy  and  spirit  of  the 
act  of  July  16, 1862,  though  some  of  the  provisions  of  that  act,  as  it  wa> 
passed,  appear  to  be  expressed  in  inapt  terms,  and  to  be,  indeed,  U^ 
some  extent,  confused,  if  not  contradictory. 

The  number  of  midshipmen  authorized  by  law  is  515;  the  number 
now  in  the  Academy  is  376,  leaving  139  vacancies,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed, unless  Congress  shall*  otherwise  direct,  to  form  a  second  clai"* 
at  the  half-yearly  examination  in  February  by  appointments  to  all  th*. 
existing  vacancies,  the  representatives  having  an  opportunity  to  select 
candidates  from  their  respective  districts,  the  places  belonging  to 
which  have  been  made  vacant.  During  the  disturbed  and  unsettleJ 
condition  of  the  school  and  the  country,  I  have  been  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  detailing  and  ordering  to  active  duty  some  of  the  offictT.^ 
connected  with  the  institution,  and,  for  the  time  being,  have  selectcJ 
civilians  as  instructors  or  assistant  professors. 

Under  the  extreme  pressure  for  trained  and  educated  naval  officer>, 
the  midshipmen  of  the  two  highest  classes  were  last  year  detached  from 
the  school  and  ordered  into  active  service.  Two  advanced  classes  hav? 
been  formed,  which  are  striving  with  commendable  zeal  to  complete 
their  studies  a  year  within  the  prescribed  period.  Instruction  in 
practical  seamanship  is  continued  during  the  whole  academic  year. 
The  midshipmen  are  all  organized  in  two  ship's  companies,  each  on- 
having  his  station  assigned  him  in  all  movements.  In  addition,  tluy 
are  embarked  every  week  on  board  the  practice  ships  John  Adaw^ 
and  Marion. 

I  earnestly  commend  the  Naval  Academy  to  the  fostering  care  oi 
Congress,  and  reiterate  my  sense  of  its  importance  to  the  efficiency  • 
the  naval  service.  '  Its  cost,  even  upon  a  liberal  scale  of  expenditure. 
would  be  insignificant  as  compared  with  its  usefulness  when  proper!) 
managed. 

PRIZES. 

Persistent  and  systematic  efi'orts  to  evade  the  blockade,  and  t«' 
convey  articles,  contraband  of  war,  to  the  insurgents,  have  led  !•> 
many  captures.  At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  communication,  "'i'' 
hundred  and  fifty-three  vessels  were  reported  to  have  been  seized  J'.^ 
the  blockading  squadrons.     There  have  been  since  captured,  and  ri*- 
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ported  to  the  department,  three  hundred  and  ninety  yeesels  of  all 
descriptions,  making  a  total  of  five  hundred  and  forty-three  vessels 
that  have  been  seized  since  the  blockade  has  been  instituted.  Some 
of  the  vessels  captured  which  were  frail  and  not  calculated  for  a  sea 
Tovage,  were  destroyed,  but  most  of  them,  including  a  number  of 
valuable  steamers,  have  been  sent  in  for  adjudication. 

Some  modifications  of  the  laws  relative  to  proceedings  in  prize 
cases  were  made  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  but  further  legis- 
lation would  seem  to  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the  adjustment  of 
these  cases,  and  insure  the  prompt  distribution  of  prize  money. 

Of  the  large  number  of  vessels  sent  in  for  adjudication,  in  only 
forty-five  have  the  proceedings  been  brought  to  a  close,  and  while 
several  millions  of  dollars  in  amount  have  been  captured,  and  are  in 
process  of  condemnation,  the  amount  yet  ordered  to  be  distributed 
id  but  $554,176  51.  Of  this  sum  $376,595  65  is  under  decrees  of 
the  court  at  Key  Wfest. 

MARINE   CORPS. 

In  submitting  his  annual  report  the  colonel  commandant  of  the 
marine  states  that'the  corps  is  now^ix  hundred  men  short  of  the  com- 
plement, as  exhibited  by  the  general  return,  while,  in  his  opinion,  an 
increase  of  five  hundred  men,  with  a  proportionate  number  of  oflScers, 
is  required. 

There  has  always  been  a  divided  opinion  among  naval  ofiScers  in 
regard  to  maintaining  a  distinct  organization  of  marines  for  service 
on  ships-of-War,  even  before  the  great  change  which  the  service  has 
undergone  by  the  introduction  of  steamers,  with  their  corps  of  engi- 
neers, firemen,  and  attendants.  An  incongruity  attaches  to  the  sys- 
tem, for  the  marines  are  partly  under  the  army  laws  and  regulations, 
and  partly  under  the  naval  code.  On  shore  they  are  paid  by  a  ma- 
rine paymaster,  on  shipboard  by  a  navy  paymaster.  They  are  sub- 
sisted on  the  army  ration  on  shore,  while  on  shipboard  they  have  the 
navy  ration.  Consequently  the  condition  of  the  marines  vary  from 
shore  to  ship,  or  ship  to  shore,  as  they  may  be  employed. 

It  would  be  better  were  the  corps  to  be  permanently  attached  to 
either  the  naval  or  army  service,  instead  of  occupying  an  equivocal 
attitude  as  regards  both. 

The  discipline  and  proficiency  of  the  corps  are  reported  to  be 
fc^tisfactory. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  it  is  due  to  the  corps,  irom  its 
numbers  and  position,  that  the  commander  should  be  made  a  briga- 
dier general,  and  thereby  have  rank  corresponding  with  like  com- 
mands. 

SEAMEN  AND  EMPLOYEES  IN  NAVT  YARDS. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  on  board  ot  our  naval  vessels, 
incloding  receiving  ships  and  recruits,  is  about  28,000;  and  there 
&re  Dot  less  than  12, 000  mechanics  and  laborers  employed  at  the  dif- 
ferent navy  yards  and  naval  stations. 
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It  would  be  diflScult  to  state  the  number  employed  at  private  yard^ 
and  establishments  on  government  work  and  under  contracts  with  the 
department. 

THE  BUREAUS. 

The  reports  of  the  several  bureaus  connected  with  the  department 
exhibit  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  year  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  them  respectively. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  details  specifically 
the  various  changes  that  have  been  made  during  the  past  year  in  the 
diflFerent  navy  yards,  and  gives  his  reasons  at  length  for  not  pur- 
chasing land  on  Seavey's  island,  for  which  a  contingent  appropriation 
was  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  He  also  offers  some  sug- 
gestions relative  to  the  location  of  a  navy  yard  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  country  in  the  construction  of  iron  and  armored  vessels. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  submits  the  usual  static- 
tics  connected  with  his  department.  The  large  expenditure  and  vast 
details  that  devolve  on  this  officer  make  his  duties  at  all  times  ardu- 
ous and  responsible,  and  they  have  been  immensely  increased  by  the 
times,  yet  they  have  been  met  ^nd  discharged  with  unwearied  assi- 
duity. By  the  establishment  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment,  the  labor 
of  the  construction  bureau  will  be  greatly  relieved ;  yet  it  must,  under 
any  circumstances,  be  onerous  and  responsible. 

The  improvements  in  ordnance  equal,  perhaps,  if  they  do  not 
excel,  those  which  are  made  in  armature.  On  this  subject  great 
progress  has  been  made  within  a  few  years,  and  the  theory  and  prac* 
tice,  under  the  direction  of  the  skilful  officer  who  has  given  it  hin 
special  attention,  and  whose  abilities  in  that  capacity  originally  cau.'^ed 
him  to  be  detached  from  active  duty  afloat,  and  whose  great  services 
led  him  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  have 
elevated  the  standard  of  ordnance  in  the  navy. 

Like  every  other  branch  of  the  public  service,  that  of  ordnance 
was  wholly  unprepared  for  the  great  crisis  that  befel  the  country  in 
1861,  and  one  of  the  most  embarrassing  difficulties  at  the  commence- 
ment of  our  national  troubles  was  that  of  procuring  ordnance  a? 
rapidly  as  was  required  for  our  increasing  navy.  To  remedy  the 
deficiencies  and  wants  when  our  vessels  were  multiplying,  we  wea* 
compelled  for  a  time  to  revert  to  old  artillery  which  had  been  di!** 
carded,  and  to  avail  ourselves  of  extraordinary  means  to  meet  the 
then  existing  necessities.  These  difficulties  have  been,  in  a  measure. 
overcome,  and  our  ordnance  is  greatly  improved  and  improving. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  invite  attention  to  the  elaborate  and  ex- 
ceedingly interesting  report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 
and  to  ask  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  to  his  suggestionr^ 
particularly  those  recommending  an  ample  supply  of  munitions  in 
advance  for  the  service. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  transmits  the 
usual  abstracts  and  statements  of  the  operations  of  his  department, 
and  calls  attention  to  the  working,  particularly  in  time  of  war,  of  the 
present  contract  system  as  required  by  law.     In  some  respects  it  maf 
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be  modified  for  the  better,  and  if  the  article  of  bread,  and  perhaps 
other  naval  supplies,  were  taken  from  the  list  of  contract  articles  the 
government  might  be  better  served.  The  chief  of  the  bureau  recom- 
mends the  establishment  of  a  government  bakery,  and  is  of  opinion 
that  a  more  8atisfr.ctory  article  than  is  now  furnished,  and  one  less 
liable  to  deterioration,  would  be  made,  and  with  economy  to  the 
goveroment.  The  change  would  undoubtedly  have  its  advantages, 
and  IB  commended  to  favorable  consi^Jeration.  It  is  also  suggested 
that  owing  to  a  change  in  the  character  of  naval  vessels  the  pay  of 
clerks  to  paymasters  is  wholly  inadequate  and  disproportion  ed  to  the 
salan*  of  other  officers. 

With  the  enlargement?  of  the  naval  force,  a  corresponding  increase 
has  been  required  in  the  medical  department.  The  repof  t  of  the 
chief  of  the  Medical  Bureau  furnishes  the  tisual  items  of  expense 
and  the  statistics  for  the  year  of « the  sick,  killed,  and  wounded.  One 
hundred  and  ninety-two  have  been  killed,  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  wounded,  and  twenty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-one 
have  been  under  treatment.  The  total  number  of  deaths  has  been 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  a  per  centage  of  0.77  to  the 
whole  number  of  cases  treated.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  an 
appropriation  of  $10,000  was  made  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital 
on  Seavey's  Island.  The  sum  is  deemed  inadequate,  and  the  appro- 
priation was  so  connected  with  the  purchase  of  Jaud  that  it  has  been 
anavailable.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  is  desired  for  a  hospital  at 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  disconnected  with  propositions  for  the 
purchase  of  land,  leaving  the  site  to  the  judgment  of  the  depart- 
ment. As  additional  hospital  accommodations  are  urgently  needed, 
I  recommend  the  applications  to  early  and  favorable  consideration. 

The  Bureaus  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting,  Steam  Engineering 
and  Navigation,  having  been  organized  subsequent  to  the  close  of  the 
fccal  year,  have  only  submitted  estimates  for  the  coming  year. 

EXPENSES  AND   ESTIMATES. 

The  appropriations  made  at  the  regular  and  special  sessions  of  Con- 
p-ess  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jtme  30,  1862,  wei'e  $43,615,551  77. 
The  expenses  of  the  department  during  the  same  time  were 
M2,200,529  96— leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $1,415,021  81. 
The  amount  expended  includes  the  payment  for  the  construction  of 
fifty-two  steamers ;  the  purchase,  alterations,  and  armament  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  steamers  and  sailing  vessels;  all  the  charter- 
niouey  paid  by  the  department,  together  with  all  the  increased  ex- 
penises  incident  to  the  enlarged  navy.  The  amount  appropriated  for 
the  current  fiscal  year,  (ending  June  30,  1863,)  is  $52,814,359  07. 
The  estimates  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864, 
MDount  to  $68, 257, 255  01,  viz: 
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Navy  proper $65,096,277  70 

Marine  corps 1,248,417  31 

Navy  yards - • 1,604,123  00 

Hospitals 82,400  00 

Magazines 33,522,00 

Miscellaneous 192, 515  OO 


68,257,255  01 


The  objects  for  which  the  appropriations  are  required  are  given  ii^ 
detail  in  the  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the  bureaus  and  the  commandant 
of  the  marine  corps. 

GOKCLUSION. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  place  before  you  and  the  countrj''  an  exi 
position  of  the  action  of  the  Nav/.  Department,  and  of  the  achieved 
ments  of  the  navy  during  the  past  year.  My  account  is,  I  am  awarej 
necessarily  imperfect,  and  I  therefore  again  refer  for  interesting  an^ 
important  details  to  the  subsidiary  reports  herewith  presented,  whidi 
I  commend  to  the  attention  of  the  government  and  the  country,  li 
what  I  have  written  shall  be  considered  as  attesting  in  any  degrtn^ 
the  foresight  and  energy  of  this  department,  then  I  request  that  d 
generous  measure  of  approbation  may  be  awarded  to  those  by  whouj 
I  have  been  officially  aided.  I  esteem  myself  and  the  country  fortu^ 
nate  in  the  selection  of  those  who  have  been  associated  with  me  i^ 
administering  the  duties  of  this  department.  In  the  Assistant  Sor^ 
retary  I  have  ever  found  an  able,  earnest,  and  efficient  coadjutor^ 
And  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  aid  which  I  have  at  alj 
times  received  from  the  energy,  experience,  and  wise  counsel  of  tl^ 
several  Chiefs  of  Bureaus  in  my  administration  of  our  naval  affairs, 
and  which  have  been  of  the  highest  value  to  the  service  and  th^ 
country. 

But  most  of  all  do  I  commend  to  the  gratitude  and  praise  of  thei^ 
government  and  country  the  officers  and  men  of  the  naval  serviceJ 
In  my  last  annual  report  I  said  that  in  their  hands  the  historic  re^ 
nown  of  the  American  navy  had  been  elevated  and  augmented.! 
Another  y^ar  of  their  heroic  and  triumphant  service  authorizes  ai)(| 
impels  me  now  to  state  that  no  country  ever  owed  a  higher  appreJ 
ciation  to  its  navy  than  is  justly  due  to  ours.  No  choice  of  naval 
officers  for  high  commands  or  important  administrative  positions  w^H 
ever  more  fortunate  or  successful. 

For  myself  I  claim  only  the  merit — which,  being  manifest  official 
obligation,  can  scarcely  be  considered  a  merit — of  having  in  a  con- 
scientious spirit  devoted  in  this  memorable  crisis  of  our  history. 
with  unwearied  and  unceasing  effort,  my  best  powers  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  the  head  of  tbi<« 
department. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy. 
To  the  Pbesident. 
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REPORTS. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Commander  O.  S.  GlusatCt  repcrt  of  the  destruction  of  a  light-shipy  December 

30,  1861. 

•  United  States  Steamer  Mount  Vernon, 

^       Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  31,  1861. 

StE :  I  have  to  report  to  jon  that  having  observed  that  the  rebels  made  use 
of  a  light-ship  (which  was  furmerlj  on  the  Frying-pan  shoals)  as  a  beacon  for 
pidmg  vessels  in  and  out  of  the  harbor,  and  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  us 
bv  hoisting  lights  at  night,  I  determined  to  take  advantage  of  a  hazy  night, 
with  the  wind  off  shore,  to  effect  her  destruction.  I  therefore  sent  the  cutter 
ifij  gig  last  night  at  midnight  to  destroy  her  if  possible.  The  cutter  I  placed 
under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Alick  Allen,  with  Mr.  John  P.  Foote, 
coast  pilot,  and  a  crew  of  five  men,  who  were  aU  well  armed ;  this  boat  was 
ilio  well  supplied  with  combustible  materials  for  the  purpose  of  firing  the  vessel. 
'^^  ^g  ▼M  imder  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Henry  L.  Sturges,  and  had 
a  erev  of  six  men,  who  were  also  well  arm*ed.  •  In  going  in  this  boat  took  the 
lead,  and  while  the  cutter  was  alongside  of  the  light-vessel,  she  lay  off  on  her 
Mra  Teady  to  support  her  in  the  event  of  an  attack  being  made. 

From  the  officers  in  command  of  the  boats  I  gather  the  following  particulars : 
The  boats  pulled  in  together  till  they  got  within  a  short  distance  of  the  light- 
Twsel  on  the  off  side  of  her  from  Fort  Caswell ;  the  cutter  then  pulled  under 
tke  starboard  quarter  of  the  vessel,  and  by  the  assistance  of  a  rope  found  hang- 
ing there,  the  two  officers,  a  boatswain's  mate  and  a.  quartermaster,  climbed  on 
Wrd.  They  found  that  she  was  quite  deserted,  and  that  carpenters  had  recently 
he<m  at  work  on  her  putting  up  additional  berths  and  cutting  gun- ports.  She 
^u  pierced  for  eight  guns — six  broadside  and  two  after  guns — and  had  the  fight- 
ing-bolts in  the  deck,  and  everything  nearly  ready  for  mounting  the  guns.  It 
WM  evidently  intended  to  arm  her  for  harbor  defence.  They  found  large  quan- 
tities of  wood  Ijing  about,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  combustibles  taken  in 
(he  boat,  a  lieap  of  combustible  matter  was  soon  collected,  which,  when  well 
wturated  with  turpentine,  was  set  fire  to.  The  fire  was  discovered  from  the 
^  (which  was  so  near  that  the  voices  of  the  men  giving  the  alarm  were  dis- 
tinctly heard  by  those  on  board  of  the  light-vessel,)  out  no  effort  was  made  to 
a»lc8t  the  boats  until  they  were  out  of  sight.  The  fort  then  opened  fire  from 
her  great  guns  in  the  direction  of  the  boats,  but  they  were  far  removed  from 
^^^nn'a  way,  and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  vessel  bum  to  the  water's 
^^f  and  at  this  time  there  is  not  a  vestige  ofher  to  be  seen  above  the  water. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  in  this  communication  that  every  officer  and  man 
m  thitf  fihip  was  a  volunteer  for  this  expedition.  Much  credit  is  due,  both  to  the 
'^^ers  and  men,  for  the  able  manner  ill  which  they  discharged  their  hazardous 
<intv. 

I  am,  sir,  veiy  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  S.  GLISSON, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Sfc, 


204       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 


Flag-Officer  Goldthoraugh^s  report  qf  arrival  at  Hatteras  inlet  JanMorti  I 

and  qf  vesselt  in  readiness  Jar  service. 

United  Statbs  Flao-Stbambr  Philadelphia, 

Hatteras  Lilet,  January  23,  186^ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  the  department  that  I  arrived  hert'  fn 
Hampton  roads,  in  the  army  transport  Spanlding,  on  the  morning  of  the  I'A 
instant,  just  at  the  commencement  of  a  strong  northeast  gale  of  wind,  whi 
lasted  until  the  mommg  of  the  15th,  when  for  the  first  moment  we  were  enabi 
to  commence  moving  our  naval  vessels  to  a  position  in  the  sound  over  and  b^v'  ] 
the  biflkhead,  where  seventeen  of  them  now  lie,  and  have  been  Ijing  for  s<2tu 
days,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Commander  Rowan,  in  full  readiuij 
for  operations  of  any  sort.  This,  in  effect,  now  gives  us  the  naval  cominan^ 
the  soimd ;  its  military  command  will  be  secured  by  taking  Roanoke  island. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Whitehall,  Perry,  and  Barney,  all  the  ves^n 
intended  to  serve  on  the  expedition  have  safely  arrived.  The  Whitehall, 
trying  to  get  here,  became  so  seriously  disabled  that  she  was  compelled  to  p 
back  into  Hampton  roads,  whence  I  ordered  her  to  Newport  News,  to  rt'm; 
with  the  Congress  and  Cumberland,  whose  mechanics  will  do  everything  lu 
can  to  put  her  in  useful  order.  I  no  longer  look  for  her  services  on  this  exp" 
tion.  In  case  of  an  attack  at  Newport  News,  she  will  be  of  good  service  tL*'{ 
Bhe  is  doubtless  the  worst  sea-boat  of  all  the  ferry-boats  with  which  I  liave  L 
to  do,  and  certainly  the  most  unfortunate. 

Why  the  Perry  and  Barney  have  not  arrived  here,  is  more  than  I  kni'| 
They  ought  to  have  left  Hampton  roads  more  than  a  week  ago.  As  thc^  ^ 
both  armed  with  9-inch  guns,  I  should  greatly  prefer  to  have  their  servic  i 
but,  in  an  onward  movement,  I  shall  not  wait  a  moment  for  them.  l 

General  Bumside  is  here  with  the  most  of  his  vessels  and  all  his  troop?.  I 
reached  this  inlet,  in  the  Picket,  simultaneously  with  my  arrival  in  the  Spaulclh 
Owing  to  various  difficulties  it  was  not  in  his  power,  before  yesterday,  to  niai 
any  rapid  progress  in  getting  his  vessels  over  tne  bulkhead.  Some  of  the  dij 
culties,  I  fear,  will  prove  insuperable,  but  many  of  them  will  be  surmounted 
a  day  or  two.  Then  we  shall  at  once  move  together  to  our  destined  point 
attack. 

The  channel-way  of  this  bulkhead  is  shallow,  narrow,  and  tortuous.  VuA 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  scarcely  an  inch  more  than  7  J  feet  of  w^at 
can  be  found  in  it.  It  was  only  by  the  greatest  exertions  and  perseverancv 
the  part  of  my  officers  and  men,  and  by  turning  every  possible  expedient 
prompt  account,  that  our  vessels  of  the  heaviest  draught  (some  of  them  dmv  .1 
quite  eight  feet)  were  worried  through  this  perplexing  gut;  and  it  was  in  c«i 
tending  with  this  difficult  passage,  with  our  vessels  struggling  along  unavoida^J 
one  by  one,  that  I  first  expected  opposition  from  the  enemy;  but  nothing  o(  ;| 
sort  occurred.  Until  quite  recently  he  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  this  nvisj 
borhood  weekly,  and  amusing  himself  by  keeping  just  out  of  harm's  way  a( 
expending  ammunition  from  rifled  guns  at  the  vessels  in  this  harbor.  Id  i 
instance,  however,  did  any  projectile  of  his  ever  reach  one  of  them.  I  b^ 
occasion  to  send  out  a  steamer  day  before  yesterday  to  ascertain  if  a  certain  lul 
in  the  sound  was  still  in  its  place,  and,  while  engaged  upon  this  service,  .^1 
discovered  two  rebel  stenmers  in  the  distance.  On  the  fact  being  commuui«'U| 
to  Commander  Rowan,  he  instantly  put  after  them  with  several  of  our  steaiuH 
but  they  at  once  took  to  flight,  and  were  too  far  off  to  be  overhauled.  M 
decided  approach  now  to  this  quarter  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  with  alt  tl 
force  he  can  muster,  would,  to  a  moral  certainty,  result  in  his  speedy  capttirc  | 
destruction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  herewith  a  list  of  the  vessels  over  il 
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dkliead,  and  in  readiness  for  operations,  showing  the  names  of  their  com- 
unders,  and  the  character  of  their  armament. 

January  26. — ^Thc  above  was  written  to  go  by  the  Spaulding  on  the  23d,  but 
severe  pJe  of  wind  has  detained  her.  Since  then  the  Commodore  Perry  has 
rrived,  and  General  Bnmside  has  succeeded  in  getting  a  considerable  number 
t  his  vessels  over  the  bulkhead.  Things  now  look  hopeful,  and  I  sincerely 
ra^t  that  we  shall  be  at  the  enemy  very  soon.  The  Commodore  Barney,  I  am 
otoniifid,  was  to  have  sailed  two  hours  or  so  after  the  Perry.  I  therefore  look 
i»r  her  every  moment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Officer y  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

HoiL  GiDBox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Flao-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  January  19,  1862. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  now  over  the  bulkhead  and  in  readiness 
^nr  iervice,  showing  the  names  of  their  commanders  and  the  character  of  their 

innaments : 


5:ime8  of  yeaels. 


1  ^Ursaod  Stripes. 
I.  LouifiaDa  ..•••. 


Names  of  oomtnanders. 


lieiit.  Com'g  Werden ...... . 

Lieut.  Com'g  Murray 


3.HetKl 

4  UDdenrriter 


5  Delaware  .  . 

i.  VaUey  aty. 
'.  Soath6eld.. 
I  Hoochback. 
5.  Hone 

\9  Whitehead . 
H.  Seymour ... 
U.  ^bawsheen  • 

!*■  Lockwood.. 

14.  Cer« 

\y  Patoam.... 

1*  BriDcker 

n  Chanite.... 


Lteut.  Com'g  Davenport 

Lieut.  Com'g  Jeflfers .... 


Lieut.  Com'g  Quackenbush.. 

Lieut  Com'g  Chaplin  ...... 

A.  y.  Lt.  Com'g  Behm 

A.  v.  Lt  Com'g  Colhoun 

Act'g  Master  Hiaya 

Act'g  Master  French  .  . 

Act'g  Master  WelU 

Act'g  Master  Woodward.... 
Act'g  Master  Qraves . . 

ft 

Act'g  Master  McDlarmid  .  .. 

Act'g  Master  Hotchkiss 

Act'g  Master  Giddings .. 

Act'g  Master's  Mate  Boomer. 


Armament. 


4  8-iD.  of  55  cwt. ;  1  20-pdr.  Parrott. 
1  8-in.  of  63  cwt. ;  1 32-pdr.  of  67  cwt. ; 

2  82.pdr8.  of  3  cwt.;  1 12-pdr.  rifled 

Dahlgren 
1  9-in.  of  —  cwt. ;  1  80-pdr.  rifled. 
1  8iD.  of  63  cwt.;  I  80pdr.  rifled ;  1 

12  pdr.   rifled ;    1   12-pdr.   smooth 

bore. 

1  9in.  of  —  cwt.;  1  32  pdr.  of  67  cwt.; 

1  12-pdr.  rifled. 
4  32pdrB.  of  42  cwt. ;  1  12-pdr.  rifled. 
3  9-in. of  —  cwt.;  1  100-pdr.  rifled. 
Do.  do. 

2  9-in.  of  —  cwt. 
1  9-in.  of  —  cwt. 

1  30-pdr.  rifled  ;  1 12-pdr.  rifled. 

2  20-pdr8.  rifled. 

1 80-pdr.  rifled ;  1 12-pdr.  rifled  ;  1 12- 
pdr.  smooth  bore. 
1  30-pdr.  rifled ;  1  32-pdr.  of  33  cwt 
1  20-pdr.  rifled. 
1  30-pdr.  rifled. 
1  32-pdr.  of  67  cwt. 


The  aboTe  force  exhibits  as  follows  : 

U  ^unsof  9-in. 

2  guns,  100-pdr.  rifled. 

3  guos,  80-pdr.  rifled. 

2  guns  of  8-in. ,  63  cwt 

4  KQos  of  8-in.,  65  cwt 

3  guns,  32-pdjs.,  67  cwt. 

lb 


4  guns,  32.pdr8. ,  42  cwt. 
4  guns,  32-pdrB.,  33  cwt 

3  guns,  30-pdr.  rifled. 

4  guns,  20-p<lr.  rifled. 
6  guns,  12-pdr.  rifled. 

2  guns,  12-pdr.  smooth  bore. 


23 
25 


Total....  48  guns. 

L.  m:  GOLDSBOBOUOH,  Fleg-OJUv. 
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Flag-Officer  Goldshoraugh  reports  the  capture  of  Roanoke  island^  N.  C. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  9,  1862. 

Sf  R :  Roanoke  island  is  ours.  Its  military  authorities  struck  to  us  yesterdaj 
Their  means  of  defence  were  truly  formidable,  and  they  were  used  with  i 
determination  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  They  consisted  of  two  elaboratelj  ron 
structed  works,  mounting  together  twenty  guns,  three  of  them  being  100-pounde^ 
rifles ;  four  other  batteries,  mounting  together  twenty  guns,  a  large  proponit)^ 
of  them  being  also  of  lai^ger  calibre,  and  some  of  them  rifled ;  eight  eteamcrF 
mounting  two  guns  each,  and  each  having  a  rifled  gun  with  the  diameter  of  i 
32-pounder;  a  prolonged  obstructipn  of  sunken  yessels  and  piles  to  thwart  onj 
advance;  and,  altogether,  a  body  of  men  numbering  scarcely  less  than  £d 
thousand,  of  whom  three  thousand  are  now  our  prisoners.  The  fighting  coJ 
menced  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  at  about  11  o'clock,  and  was  continm^ 
until  dark.  The  following  morning  it  was  renewed  at  an  early  houi-,  and  il 
lasted  until  well  in  the  af^moon,  when,  by  a  bold  charge  of  our  army,  the  reUj 
flag  was  made  to  succumb,  and  our  own  was  hoisted  everywhere  on  the  iBUoij 
in  its  place.  No  attack  could  have  been  more  completely  executed,  and  it  waj 
carried  out  precisely  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made  before  t6e  exi 
pedition  left  Hatteras  inlet. 

A  detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  the  naval  branch  of  the  expedititi^ 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  department  hereafter. 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  general  order  issued  to-day  to  be  rem 
on  the  quarter-deck  of  each  vessel  belonging  to  that  branch  of  the  expedition. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  9,  1862. 

general  order. 

To  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  engaged  in  the  reduction  of  Roanok 

island : 

Your  efforts  of  yesterday  and  day  before  against  the  enemy  werje  alike  wortbv 
of  yourselves  and  the  sacred  cause  that  your  glorious  flag  upholds. 

I  thank  you  for  them,  and  congratulate  you  upon  the  results  achieved.  N'l 
commander-in-chief  could  have  been  more  gallantly  sustained,  or  could  havtj 
desired  a  more  gratifying  display  of  coolness,  skill,  and  discipline. 

We  have  yet  more  work  of  the  kind  to  accomplish,  and  will  soon  delivcn 
another  blow  to  crush  the  hydra  of  rebellion.  From  what  I  have  already  ynh 
nessed,  I  am  sure  that  you  wiU  do  it  well. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Engagement  off  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  on  the  9th  February,  1862» 
and  destruction  of  enemy's  naval  force  and  battery  on  Cobb's  Point, 

United  States  Flau-Stbambr  Philadelphia, 

Of  Roanoke  Island,  February  10,  1862. 

Sib:  Jaet  as  I  closed  mj  despatch  to  you  of  yesterday  I  receired  reliable  in- 
f<irmatioD  that  the  rebel  steamers  which  escaped  from  here  had  gone  to  Elizabeth 
City,  and  thereupon  I  immediately  ordered  Commander  Bowan  to  take  thirteen 
•'!  oqr  steamers  under  his  command  and  go  in  pursuit  of  them ;  and  also,  if 
practicable,  to  execute  other  important  service,  viz,  the  destruction  up  the  North 
river  of  a  link  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  canal.  He  dashed  off  with  a 
vbnle  heart  at  his  work,  and  the  way  he  has  already  accomplished  the  first  part 
'  f  it  bis  own  preliminary  report,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
(iiclo^e,  will  inform  you.  I  have  decided  to  send  the  Stars  and  Stripes  off  to 
Hampton  roads  to-morrow  morning  to  bring  me  ammunition  from  there  without 
dtlaj-.  Mr.  Van  Brunt,  my  secretary,  will  go  in  her,  and  proceed  to  Washing- 
ion  to  deliver  to  yon  my  despatches  and  two  of  the  rebel  flags  we  have  taken. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Officer t  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Delaware, 

Off  Elizabeth  Cit,y  February  10,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  happiness  to  report  that  I  met  the  enemy  off  this  place  this 
laoming  at  nine  o'clock,  and  after  a  very  sharp  engagement  succeeded  in  destroy- 
ing or  capturing  his  entire  naval  force  and  silencing  and  destroying  his  battery 
••n  Cobb'g  Point.  The  only  vessel  saved  from  destruction  is  the  steamer  Ellis, 
I'lptain  J.  M.  Cook,  who  is  wounded  and  a  prisoner  on  board  this  ship.  I  have 
^'•Aer  prisoners, 

I  am  bappy  to  say  that  our  casualties  are  few,  considering  the  warmth  of  the 
<  iimv*8  fire— say  two  or  three  killed  and  some  wounded. 

I  Knd  the  ElHs  to  you  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Chase,  of  this  ship, 
'<  hom  I  bope  you  will  confirm  in  the  command. 

ITie  conauct  of  the  gallant  men  I  have  the  honor  to  command  is  worthy  of 
•»:1  praise. 

A  detailed  account  will  be  furnished  when  I  have  time. 

I  am  bappy  to  say  that  none  of  the  vessels  are  severely  injured.  I  shall  leave 
^'-nf*  a  small  force,  and  visit  the  canals,  and  take  a  look  into  the  other  places 
'•^  f"r<*  I  return. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commander i  United  States  Navy. 
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Detailed  report  •f  attack  and  capture  of  Roanoke  island^  North  Caroitna, 

February  7  and  8,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Of  Roanoke  Island,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  detailed  report  concerning  the  part  taken  by  some  of  thp 
vessels  belonging  to  the  North  Atlantic  blockading  sqnadron  in  the  engagement 
of  the  7th  and  8  th  instant,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit : 

On  the  28th  ultimo,  all  the  vessels  composing  the  naval  branch  of  our  com- 
bined expedition  intended  hy  my  arrangements  to  participate  in  the  reducti«iTi 
of  Roanoke  island,  and  operate  elsewhere  in  its  vicinities,  were  over  the  bulk- 
head  at  Hatteras  inlet  and  in  readiness  for  service ;  but,  owing  to  circumstanoe* 
already  communicated  to  the  department,  it  was  not  until  the  5th  instant  th^t 
those  composing  the  army  branch  of  it  were  similarly  situated. 

The  naval  vessels  in  view,  all  of  which  were  placed  by  me  under  the  geneml 
command  of  Commander  S.  G.  Rowan,  were  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Reed  Werden ;  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray : 
Hetzel,  Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  K.  Davenport;  Underwriter,  Lieutenam 
Commanding  William  N.  Jeffers;  Delaware,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  V 
Quackenbush;  Commodor  ePerry,  Lieutenent  Commanding  C.  W.  Flusser: 
Valley  City,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Chaplin ;  Commodore  Barney,  Act- 
ing Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  T.  Renshaw ;  Hunchback,  Acting  VolunR'cr 
Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  R.  Colhoun ;  Southfield,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieut^*!!' 
ant  Commanding  C.  F.  W.  Behm ;  Morse,  Acting  Master  Commanding  Pet»  r 
Hayes;  Whitehead,  Acting  iKaster  Commanding  Charles  A.  French;  IjocI- 
wood,  Acting  Master  Commanding  G.  W.  Graves ;  Brincker,  Acting  Ma^tiT 
Commanding  John  £.  Giddings ;  I.  N.  Seymour,  Acting  Master  Commandint: 
F.  S.  Wells ;  Ceres,  Acting  Master  Commanding  John  McDiarmid ;  Putnam. 
Acting  Master  Commanding  W.  J.  Hotchkiss  ;  Shawsheen,  Acting  Master  Com- 
manding Thomaa  G.  Woodward ;  and  Granite,  Actbg  Master's  Mate  Commanfi- 
ing  £.  Boomer. 

During  our  detention  at  the  inlet  we  resorted  to  every  means  in  our  power  tn 
get  accurate  information  of  the  enemy's  position  and  preparation,  and  we  obtaint  d 
enough  to  enable  us  to  arrange  our  programme  of  attack,  which,  in  substance, 
was  as  follows:  The  naval  division  was  to  lead  from  the  time  of  starting  up  f" 
that  of  encountering  the  enemy.  The  marshes,  in  case  of  being  defended  br  a 
battery  and  the  enemy's  vessels,  were  to  be  passed  by  noticing  tbe  former  only 
in  a  transitory  way,  and  by  dashing,  without  delay,  directly  at  the  latter.  <  )o 
approaching  Roanoke  island  sufficiently  near,  the  batteries  at  Pork  and  Saiulj 
Points  (if  any  at  the  latter)  and  the  vessels  of  the  enemy,  if  drawn  up  to  m*^^ 
us,  were  to  be  the  first  objects  assailed  by  the  naval  division,  aided  by  euch 
fighting  vessels,  under  the  general  command  of  Commander  Samuel  F.  iLuuird. 
as  the  army  division  could  a£ford. 

While  this  work  was  going  on  the  army,  under  cover  of  its  own  vessels*  auJ 
six  of  our  armed  launches,  was  to  land  at  Ashby's  harbor,  or,  if  preferable'.  4 
portion  of  it  at  Sandy  Point,  half  a  mile  above.  In  advancing  fn>m  the  iiil^' 
the  vessels  of  both  branches  of  the  expedition  were  to  observe  my  signals. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  necessary  general  signals  for  a  more 
were  thrown  out  from  the  Philadelphia,  and,  as  soon  afterward  as  could  be  ex- 
pected for  so  large  a  number  of  vessels,  all  were  under  way,  with  the  naval  ^^^ 
vision  as  prescribed  arranged  in  three  columns,  commanded,  respectively,  by 
Lieutenants  Commanding  Werden,  Murray,  and  Davenport.  Although  i> 
weather  favored  us,  our  progress  was  unavoidably  slow.  ' 

Apprehending  that  the  buoy  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  Imng  Point  i'hAl 
distant  some  twenty  miles  from  the  inlet,  might  have  wsen  removed,  a  steum^r 
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vith  the  Gnnite  xq  tow,  waa  sent  ahead  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  pbtce  another  abneady  prepared  in  its  stead.  Fortunately,  it  had  not  been 
ifmoTed.  A  flag,  however,  was  placed  upon  it,  a  signal  of  cantion  was  made, 
and  thos  the  shoal,  the  worst  obstruction  in  the  way,  was  safely  aroided  by 
MchandalL 

At  sundown,  having  arrived  off  Stumpy  Point  and  within  ten  miles  of  the 
marehes,  the  whole  force  anchored  by  signal,  each  vessel  occupying  as  nearly 
ft»  practicable,  the  same  relative  position  toward  the  rest  as  she  had  done  in 
Eteammg.  Here  it  was  judged  expedient  to  detail  a  smaU  party  to  visit  a  cer- 
tain bouse  on  the  munland  for  the  purpose  of  securing,  even  forcibly,  the  ser- 
vices of  a  certain  individual,  whose  name  had  been  given  to  us  at  the  inlet.  An 
officer  took  it  in  charge,  and  before  midnight  he  brought  the  man  to  me  on  board 
the  Philadelphia. 

Early  the  next  morning,  accompanied  by  the  chief  of  my  staff  and  fleet,  Gap- 
tun  Commander  Augustus  L.  Case,  Captain's  Clerk  H.  G.  B.  Fisher,  as  sienial 
officer,  with  two  petty  officers  to  assist  him,  and  Lieutenants  Thomas  R.  Robeson 
and  Nathaniel  S.  Barstow,  of  the  army  signal  corps,  with  their  party  of  four 
mrn,  I  changed  my  quarters  temporarily  from  the  Philadelphia  to  the  South- 
field,  and  hoisted  my  flag  on  boara  of  her.  In  a  little  while  afterward  our  whole 
force,  by  signal,  was  again  under  way  with  two  of  our  lighter  draught  steamers,  the 
Cerca  and  Putnam,  a  mile  or  so  in  advance,  in  order  to  detect  either  the  enemy 
himself  or  any  obstructions  he  might  have,  concealed.  The  weather  was  now 
thick  and  threatening,  and,  of  course,  bad  for  distant  discoveries.  About  9 
o'clock,  however,  it  cleared  away  for  a  short  while  in  the  direction  of  Roanoke 
Inland,  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  we  distinctly  recognized  the  enemy's  armed 
and  other  vessels  lying  at  anchor,  apparently  close  in  with  the  shore  between 
Pork  and  Wier  Point;  but  in  an  hour  and  a  half  afterwards,  and  when  within 
&  coQpIe  of  miles  of  the  marshes,  it  again  became  not  only  thick,  but  rainy  and 
"indy,  and  this  induced  us  to  anchor  once  more,  still  observing  the  same  general 
order  of  relative  position  that  we  had  done  the  evening  before.  In  the  course 
f^  the  afternoon  one  of  the  enemy's  steamers  approached  the  marshes  for  the  pur- 
y^f  no  doubt,  of  reconnoitering  our  force.  Bhe  met  with  no  opposition  from  us, 
*w\j  because  we  were  not  unwilling  that  she  should  accomplish  her  wishes. 

ihe  following  morning,  Friday,  February  7,  at  daylight,  the  weather  was 
n^n"  propitious,  and  the  sky  gave  evident  signs  of  a  clear  day.  At  9  o'clock, 
'nd  for  the  third  time  since  leaving  the  iiilet,  the  whole  force  was  put  under 
^aj  hv  another  general  signal.  Besides  the  Ceres  and  Putnam,  the  Underwriter 
*^  was  placed  in  advance,  the  former  two  to  keep  not  more  than  400  yards 
•head  of  the  flag-ship,  and  the  latter,  at  a  proper  time,  to  go  as  much  beyond 
that  distance  aa  might  be  necessary  to  discover,  as  early  as  possible,  if  a  battery 
M  been  erected  on  Sandy  Point.  The  marshes  were  soon  threaded  and  astern 
^^  Of.  Their  passage-way  is  so  narrow  as  not  to  admit  more  than  two  vessels 
liireaat,  and  in  this  order  they  kept  until  it  was  cleared,  and  the  much  wider 
vatcra  of  Groatan  sound  were  reached.  Being  anxious  to  make  a  decided  im- 
pRsaion  upon  the  enemy  early  in  the  contest,  all  the  vessels  with  9-inch  guns 
^^Tt  ordered  to  close  up  around  the  flag-ship.  At  10.30  a  m.,  the  enemy's  ves- 
^'^^t  eight  in  number,  all  being  drawn  up  behind  an  extensive  obstruction  formed 
hy  a  double  row  of  piles  and  sunken  vessels  stretching  well  across  the  sound 
»»*d  between  the  forts  on  Pork  and  Wier  Points,  one  of  them  fired  a  heavy  gun, 
pbably  intended  to  announce,  generally,  that  an  attack  was  just  impending, 
lo  \mi  than  an  hour  afterwards,  the  Underwriter  failing  to  draw  a  reply  to  a 
•Muhe  had  fired,  signaled  "no  battery  on  Sandy  Point."  The  omission  to 
piord  this  ooint  was  favorable  to  the  arrangement  of  landing  the  troops  at 
Mbj>  harbor.  Had  it  been  protected  our  difficulties  would  have  been  mate- 
^^Ij  increased. 

^'ot  long  after  this  announcement,  the  naval  division,  composed  and  com- 
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manded  ae  stated  above,  accompanied,  as  predetermined,  by  tihe  Picket,  Captain! 

Thomas  P.  Ives ;  Huzsar,  Gaptain  Frederick  Crocker ;  Pioneer,  Gaptdn  Cbarles 

£.  Baker ;  Vidette,  Captain  John  L.  Foster ;  Ranger,  Captain  Bamnel  Emers(»o ; 

Lancer,  Captain  M.  B.  Morley;  and  Chassenr,  Captain  «lohn  West,  of  the  annj 

division,  and  keeping  in  close  ordet,  had  approached  the  enemy  near  enough  to 

•be^n  the  attack,  and  to  devote  the  most  of  its  firing  against  the  fort  on  Pruk; 

Point,  not  neglecting,  however,  the  enemy's  vessels,  a  battery  between  Pork  mtl 

Weir  Points,  and  another  on  Redstone  Point,  all  of  which  opened  fire  npon  l^.| 

bnt  the  latter  only  occasionally,  and  without  effect.     By  noon,  onr  vessels  having 

approached  still  nearer,  the  action  became  general  on  their  part  and  that  of  thfi 

enemy.    At  1.30  p.  m.  the  effect  of  onr  firing  caused  the  barracks  behind  tj}*i 

fort  at  Pork  Point  to  burst  into  flames,  and  at  2.15  p.  m.  they  were  bnmii^ 

ftiriously,  entirely  beyond   redemption.    About  this   time  our  vessels  hm:^ 

placed  by  their  respective  commanders  as  advantageously  as   circumstanH 

would  permit,  the  firing  was  the  hottest     Throughout  the  sound  lyme  betw(V'!| 

Boanoke  island  and  the  main  land  the  depth  of  water  at  best  is  but  little,  ami 

the  bottom  everywhere  is  essentially  lumpy  and  irregular.     Even  at  the  distonq 

of  a  mile  and  more  from  the  shore  where  we  had  to  approach,  scarcely  a  gencnl 

depth  at  low  water  of  more  tl^an  seven  feet  is  to  be  round.     With  one  or  tr| 

exceptions,  none  of  our  vessels  drew  less  than  seven  feet,  and  some  of  them  ilrc^ 

rather  more  than  eight.     In  placing  them,  therefore,  so  as  to  make  their  yari^o^ 

guns  to  tell  effectually,  their  several  commanders  had  to  exercise  a  sound  di^ 

cretion,  and  to  keep  in  view  the  consideration  due  to  the  use  of  shells  with  M 

fixed  in  value  as  to  time.     To  have  used,  for  instance,  a  five-seconds  fu^e  i^ 

shelling  uncovered  works  at  a  less  distance  than  about  1,400  yards,  would  nn| 

have  secured  the  best  results.    Toward  3  p.  m.  the  troops,  embarked  on  b^^A 

of  Hght  draught  steamers  and  boats,  started  to  land  at  Aslxby's  harbor.    Tfaj 

place  was  guarded  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  with  a  field  battery,  but  thi 

Delaware,  with  Commander  Rowan  on  board,  and  his  division  flag  at  her  mH 

head,  having  very  judiciously  taken  up  a  flanking  position  to  the  southward  (\ 

Pork  Point,  and  thus,  most  opportunely,  being  near  at  hand,  immediately  turn 

her  guns  toward  the  harbor,  and  with  some  9-inch  shrapnels  soon  cleared  t 

way.    At  4.30  p.  m.  Pork  Point  battery,  and  the  one  next  to  the  northward 

it,  ceased  for  a  while  to  reply  to  our  fire ;  five  of  the  enemy's  steameis,  ap 

rently  injured,  went  back  behind  Weir's  Point,  and  the  first  landing  of  our  tro< 

took  place.    At  5. p.  m.  those  batteries  again  opened  upon  our  vessels,  and  t 

enemy's  steamers  once  more  put  forth  and  opened  upon  us.    In  about  !V 

minutes,  however,  the  latter  were  compelled  a  second  time  to  retire.    One 

them,  the  Curlew,  in  a  disabled  condition,  had  taken  refuge  under  the  battHJ 

on  Redstone  Point.    At  6  p.  m.  the  firing  of  the  enemy  being  only  from  ?<^^ 

Point,  and  at  long  intervals,  darkness  coming  on,  and,  not  wishinfi:  to  va»4 

ammunition,  I  ordered  the  signal  "  cease  firing  "  to  be  made.     In  the  counv  i 

the  afternoon,  our  six  launches,  under  the  command  of  Midshipman  Benjam! 

H.  Porter,  landed  their  howitzers  and  joined  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  con 

manding  the  main  road  and  its  two  forks  during  the  night,  and  assisting  in  Yn*)^ 

active  operations  the  following  morning.     By  midnight  some  10,000  of  M 

troops  had  been  safely  landed  at  Ashby's  harbor,  the  Delaware  having  tak<d 

on  board  from  the  Cossack  some  800,  and  put  them  on  shore  at  10  p.  m,        I 

February  8. — ^As  it  was  arranged  by  General  Bumside  that  his  forces  Am 

move,  at  a  very  early  hour  this  momingi  from  where  they  had  been  landed,  ati 

begin  their  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and,  as  the  direction  they  were  required  \ 

take  would,  in  all  probability,  soon  bring  them  in  the  line  of  fire  oecupiiMi  b 

the  navy,  it  was  agreed  between  us  last  night  that  to-day  the  vessels  fch*>"l 

not  renew  operations  until  I  could  receive  word  from  him  that  their  xeiv^^^ 

would  not  be  destructive  to  both  friends  and  foes.    At  daylight  none  of  tl 

enemy's  vessels,  except  the  Curlew,  could  be  discovered. 
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At  9  a.  m.  ft  oontiaTHniB  firing  in  the  interior  of  the  island  told  ns  that  our 
foites  were  hotlj  engaged  about  midwaj  between  Ashby's  harbor  and  Pork 
Point  batteiyt  and,  as  t£iB  intelligence  also  assured  us  that  our  forces  were  not 
then  in  the  range  of  our  line  of  fire,  our  yessels,  without  waiting  to  hear  from 
General  Bumeide,  at  once  moved  up  to  re-eneage  the  forts.  At  this  woik  they 
continued  until  the  firing  in  the  interior  evidently  slackened.  Then  taking  it 
for  granted  that  onr  troops  were  carrying  everything  before  them,  and  thus  hst 
approaching  the  rear  of  the  batteries,  I  again  ordered  the  signal  "  cease  firing  " 
to  De  made.  At  the  time,  however,  the  work  on  Pork  Point  was  so  redoced  that 
it  did  not  use  but  one  gun  against  us.  Shortly  afterwards,  on  beine  informed 
bj  ODe  of  G^erai  Bnmside's  aids  of  the  actual  state  of  things  on  shore,  I  was 
ittdnoed  to  order  another  demonstration  on  the  part  of  onr  vessels,  but  befose 
firiog  had  generally  commenced  Commander  Bowan  came  on  board  the  South- 
field  just  £rom  General  Bumside,  with  the  su^estion  that  it  would  be  better  to 
desst,  and  accordingly  they  were  recalled. 

At  1  p.  m.,  judging  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  clearing  a  passage  war 
tkoogh  the  obstructions  alluded  to  above,  by  the  accomplishment  ot  which  botli 
ilie  battery  on  Bedstone  Point  and  the  CSurlew  might  be  destroyed,  and  our 
adruce  up  Albemarle  Sound  would  be  secured,  the  Underwriter,  Valley  City, 
Bejnioar,  Lockwood,  Geres,  Shawsheen,  Putnam,  Whitehead,  and  Brincker 
were  ordexed  to  perform  the  service.  By  4  p.  m.  one  of  tiiem  had  overcome  the 
difficulty  for  herself,  and  reached  the  other  side,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  more 
a  sufficient  way  for  all  the  rest  was  opened.  This  important  duty  could  not 
We  been  undertaken  .one  moment  earlier  than  it  was  without  exposing  our 
vessels,  huddled  together,  to  the  converging  and  cross-fire  of  the  four  batteries 
ax  Pork,  Weir's,  and  Redstone  Points,  and  another  one  situated  between  the 
fonner  two.  About  the  same  time  that  our  vessels  succeeded  in  bursting  through 
the  bamcades  the  American  flag  was  hoisted  over  the  battery  at  Pork  Point, 
a&d  ID  a  few  minutes  afterwards  the  enemy  himself  fired  the  works  at  Bedstone 
Pomt,  and  also  the  steamer  Curlew.  Both  blew  up  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eveaing.  These  events  closed  the  struggle,  which  had  now  lasted  throughout 
two  days,  and  were  essentially  the  last  scenes  enacted  in  securing  to  us  complete 
poiflesaion  of  the  island  of  Boanoke. 

A  statement  of  the  casualties  that  occurred  will  accompany  this  communicar 
tioiL  They  amount  in  all  to  six  killed,  seventeen  wounded,  and  two  missing. 
Considering  how  frequently  our  vessels  wete  struck,  it  is  remarkable  that  more 
did  not  tike  place;  and  considering  the  character  of  our  vessels,  it  is  also  remark- 
able that  none  of  them  were  even  put  hors  du  comhatj  except  temporarily. 

It  BOW  remains  for  me  to  discharge  the  gratifying  duty  of  speakuig  of  the  offi- 
cer! and  men  under  my  command  on  the  occasion  in  view.  This,  obviously,  I 
ta&  ooly  do,  as  it  were,  in  a  collective  way;  but  the  reports  of  the  commanding 
vicen  herewith  submitted,  upon  which,  necessarily,  I  have  to  rely,  and  in  which 
1  place  every  confidence,  will  be  found  more  circumstantial.  I  beg  to  commend 
tM  jour  eonaidention  the  commanding  officers  themselves,  who  did  their  part 
cBtinly  to  my  satisfaction,  and,  in  fact,  in  a  most  admiraUie  manner*  The  gen- 
eral order  I  issued  the  day  after  the  surrender,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  my 
^iahiary  report,  was  intended  to  convey  applause  and  my  profound  gratitude 
t^  all  to  whom  it  relates,  and  I  therefore  beg  that  it  may  be  so  regardea  by  the 
^Tj  Department.  I  pray,  too,  that  to  the  bereaved  individuals  whose  support 
•od  comfort  depended  upon  those  who  are  now  among  the  honored  dead  may  be 
(xttoded  the  earliest  fostering  care  that  circumstances  will  permit. 

It  is  reallv  difficult  for  me  to  state  in  adequate  terms  how  largely  I  feel  my- 
irlf  iotiebted  to  Commanders  Bowan  and  Case  for  their  constant  and  signal  ser- 
*iott  thfottghoot,  fit>m  the  very  inception  of  the  expedition  to  the  consummation 
4  the  achievenMsnt  in  view.  They,  hand  in  hand,  with  their  marked  ability 
aad  sound  sense,  and  in  the  absenae  of  all  ordinary  facilities,  brought  about,  at 
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Hampton  Roads,  the  arming,  manning,  and  equipment  of  the  many  vesselfl  sent 
to  us,  from  necessity,  in  an  unprepared  condition;  and  subsequently,  thejboth 
hibored  most  conspicuously  and  faithfully,  in  their  respective  spheres  of  action* 
to  yanquish  difficulties  at  the  inlet  and  the  enemy  at  lioanoke.  In  short,  their 
assistance  to  me  has  been  inyalnable. 

I  am  premised  a  report  by  General  Bumsido  with  regard  to  Midshipmiii 
Porter's  association  with  his  forces,  and  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  hand  I  will  witk 
pleasure  forward  it  to  the  department 

Although  the  Philadelphia  did  not  participate  in  the  action,  because  of  her 
unfitness  for  the  purpose,  still  she  was  eyer  near  at  hand,  in  readiness,  if  neopfl- 
sary,  to  tow  the  disabled,  receive  some  of  the  wounded,  and  furnish  sappliei 
Her  commander.  Acting  Master  Silas  Reynolds,  is  every  way  worthy  of  his  tnist, 

Mr.  Fisher  performed  the  important  duties  of  signal  officer  in  dbe  most  com- 
mendable manner.  Not  only  were  all  the  signals  ordered  promptly  made,  but 
no  mistake  whatever  occurred. 

Lieutenants  Robeson  and  Barstow,  of  the  army,  were  ever  in  place,  and  readj, 
by  means  of  Myers's  system  of  signals,  to  make  known  to  those  not  aoca«touied 
to  our  own  code  whatever  I  wished. 

It  will  afford  me  peculiar  pleasure,  sir,  to  communicate  to  you  in  due  eesMis 
more  particular  information  with  regard  to  the  cases  of  individuals  which  appen 
to  me  to  merit  a  distinct  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag'Officert  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Unitbd  States  Steamer  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Of  Roanoke  hiand,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  instant,  J  have  the  honor  to  submit  tht 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  the  7th  instant 

At  12  o'clock  m.  I  approached  the  shore  as  near  as  the  circnmstanct^^  woal<i 
admit  of.  and  opened  fire  with  one  20-pounder  Parrot  and  two  12-pounder  riil^ 
guns  upon  the  rebel  steamers,  and  with  two  8-inch  guns  upon  the  battery  i»t 
Fork  Point,  using  shell  with  10"  and  15''  fuses  and  hollow  shot,  many  of  tli< 
shell  bursting  in  and  over  the  fort;  while  the  Parrott  and  rifle  guns  did  grKxi 
execution  among  the  rebel  steamers. 

The  action  was  continued  until  6  o'clock  p.  m.,  when,  in  obedience  to  sign&li  1 
ceased  firing,  and  soon  after  anchored  for  the  night. 

I  kept  my  vessel  in  motion  with  great  difficulty,  owing  to  her  groat  dmught  fi 
water,  and  was  aground  twice  during  the  engagement. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report  among  the  officers  and  crew,  and  no  injuries  t< 
the  vessel,  except  shooting  away  a  brace,  although  at  times  the  enemy's  sbol 
and  shell  were  passing  near  and  over  us. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  allude  to  the  coolness  and  good  conduct  of  tiM 
•fficers  and  men  upon  this  occasion. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  gunner's  report  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  WORDEN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GtOLDSborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 
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United  States  Steamer  Louisiana, 
Near  Roanoke  Island,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  tbe  morning  of  the  7th,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  got  underway  with 
the  column  under  mj  command,  and,  in  company  with  the  main  body  of  the 
nATal  forces,  passed  through  the  marshes  without  accident  to  any  vessel,  except 
the  ooe  mider  my  immediate  command,  which  struck  an  obstruction  in  the  channel 
ind  swung  entirely  round,  bearing  her  weight  upon  the  propeller. 

Wliili?t  in  this  position  I  hastened  to  the  advance,  to  sustain  the  flag  officer, 
the  9-inch  gun  vessels. 

When  the  naval  division  of  the  fleet  had  passed,  our  vessel,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Seymour,  was  (with  the  loss  of  a  flange  from  her  propeller)  clear;  and,  to 
the  great  satisfiiction  of  officers  and  crew,  we  overtook  our  position,  and  were 
enabled  to  close  with  the  enemy's  fortifications,  and  share  with  the  other  two 
cofamms  in  a  bombardment,  which  has  ended  in  a  victoiy  creditable  to  our  arms, 
and,  what  is  better,  of  incalculable  benefit  to  our  cause. 

The  Louisiana,  early  in  the  action,  was  set  on  fire  and  otherwise  severely 
injaied  by  the  explosion  of  an  80-pound  rifled  projectile,  fired  firom  the  enemy's 
vorkB  into  her  forehold;  in  six  minutes  from  the  time  she  was  struck  the  fire 
▼as  out,  and  the  ship  re-engaged  the  enemy ;  the  promptitude  and  coolness 
▼ith  which  the  officers  and  men,  under  the  enemy's  fire,  and  amid  so  much  that 
▼aa  combustible  around  them,  went  to  the  duty  of  extinguishing  the  flames 
▼as  extremely  gratifying  to  me,  as  an  exhibition  of  high  discipline ;  it  is  my 
greatest  pleasure  as  weU  as  duty  to  say,  that  during  the  two  days'  action  I 
had  occasion  only  to  admire  the  untiring  patience  and  cheerful  courage  of  both 
officfra  and  crew. 

The  Barney  took  a  position  which  Acting  Lieutenant  Renshaw  thought  most 
itiitable  for  the  efficiency  of  his  9-inch  guns,  and  maintained  it  till  his  shell  were 
expended.    The  fire  of  the  Barney  was  excellent. 

The  Hunchback*  Acting  Lieutenant  Golhoun,  took  a  position  very  near  the 
batteries,  and  sustained  considerable  damage  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which 
£he  18  now  repairing.  During  the  whole  of  the  engagement,  and  in  spite  of  her 
ifljaries,  she  maintained  her  proximity  to  the  enemy,  to  his  great  apparent  em- 
barrassment, and  to  the  admiration  of  the  other  ships. 

The  Seymour  and  Lockwood,  Acting  Masters  Commanding  Wells  and  Graves, 
vere  conspicuously  in  the  foreground  throughout  the  bombardment,  these  gen- 
tlemen meriting  my  entire  satisfaction. 

The  sloop  Granite,  Master's  Mate  Boomer  commanding,  left  me  in  the  early 
pvt  of  the  action,  being  entirely  dependent  on  her  sail,  finally  worked  up  to 
cW  quarters  with  the  enemy,  and  bearing  his  part  gallantly  throughout. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  account  of  the  casualties  in  the  column,  or  full 
expenditure  of  anmiunition,  but  wiU  forward  them  as  supplementary. 

I  send  a  full  account  of  ammunition  expended  on  this  ship,  together  with  the 
Bomber  and  character  of  projectiles  thrown ;  also  a  complete  list  of  officers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MURRAY,  Ckfmmanding  Second  Column. 

Commander  8.  G.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla^  Sfc* 
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LOUISIANA. 


Expended  in  €u:tia»,  February  7  and  8,  1862,  of  Roanoke  Island : 
32  poond  flhell .> . . .       &^  5  seconds. 


Total 


r  9 


20 — 10  seconds. 
28 — 15  seconds. 
68  rifle  shell. 

121 


8-incli  shell ....       6 — 10  seconds. 

28 — 15  seconds. 
Total    34 


14  9-poand  charges  powder...  126 

65  8-ponnd  charges,  powder —  520 

34  4^-poand  chai^ges  powder —  1 53 

68      l-pound  charges  powder 68 


Founds  powder , 867 


25  solid  shot. 

Total  shell  and  shot , IH 

Respectfully,  dec., 

A.  MURRAY, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Second  Column. 


Unitrd  Statbs  Stbambr  Hbtzsl, 

Crodtan  Sound,  N.  d  February  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  heg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Being  at  anchor  in  Pamlico  Sound  above  the  "  Swash",  at  8  a.  m.  of  Thurs- 
day, the  6th  instant,  in  pursuance  of  signal  got  under  waj  and  steamed  slowlj 
up  the  sound,  in  order  of  three  columns,  as  directed. 

At  5.30  p.  m.  "a  strange  steamer"  reported  in  sight.  At  5.55  p^  m.,  in 
obedience  to  order,  came  to  anchor  njear  marshes,  at  lower  end  of  Roanoke 
i^and. 

At  10  a.  m.  of  Friday  the  7th  got  under  way  and  steamed  throug^h  tlif 
marshes,  in  two  columns,  as  directed. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  saw  eight  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  lying  above  a  battery  at 
Fork  Point  on  Boanoke  island,  and  behind  a  line  of  obstructions,  consisting  of 
piles  driven  and  vessels  sunk  across  the  channel,  in  range  of  this  batt«rv. 
Obeyed  signals  to  "  follow  and  engage  the  enemy." 

At  11.38  a.  m.  a  shot  was  fired  from  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats,  ansiirered 
by  one  of  our  vessels.  The  battery  soon  opened,  and  the  order  being  ^ven  to 
"  close  in  upon  the  enemy,"  the  firing  soon  became  general. 

At  1  p.  m.  a  shot  from  one  of  the  guns  carried  away  the  upper  part  of  the 
enemy's  flag  staff,  bringing  his  flag  down  by  the  run ;  it  was  soon  replaced, 
however,  on  a  smaller  staff  on  the  breastwork.  A  1.30  p.  m.  enemy's  quarters 
set  on  fire  by  exploding  shell. 

At  2.10  p.  m.  a  32-pounder  round  shot  struck  us  on  the  water-line,  jast  abaf\ 
the  starboard  wheel,  lodging  in  the  coal  bunker  of  that  side.  Signaled  the  fact 
to  the  flag-ship,  and  withdrew  from  action  to  repair  damages. 

At  2.40  p.  m.,  having  temporarily  repaired  the  injury  sustained,  went  agflin 
in)to  action. 
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At  4.15  p.  m.  a  rifle  shell  from  one  of  tbe  enemy's  vessels  exploded  over  us ; 
snd  one  of  the  fragments  striking  Master's  Mate  Charles  Harris  on  the  head 
killed  him  instantlj. 

At  5.15  p.  tBL  oar  80-pounder  rifled  gnn,  aft,  burst  in  the  act  of  firing  a  solid 
shot,  prostrating  every  man  at  the  piece  and  wounding  six  of  them — three 
wverelv — but,  fortunately,  killing  none.  The  part  forward  of  the  trunnions  fell 
upon  the  deck ;  one-third  of  the  breach  went  overboard,  carrying  away  the  port 
liilirarks;  another  flew  hi^  into  the  ur,  and  fell  into  the  water  just  alongside; 
and  the  remaining  portion,  weighing  about  a  thousand  pounds,  was  driven 
through  the  deck,  breaking  one  of  the  beams,  passed  through  the  magazine  and 
the  d^  below,  and  lodged  upon  the  keelson.  The  magazine  was  set  on  fire,  and 
only  extinguished  in  time  to  avoid  an  explosion  by  the  presence  of  mind, 
promptitiide,  and  intrepidity  of  Lieutenant  Charles  L.  I'Vanklin,  executive 
officer,  whom  I  beg  to  recommend  to  your  especial  consideration  and  that  of 
the  department. 

Reported  accident  to  flag-ship,  and,  at  six  p.  m.,  anchored  beyond  reach  of 
die  enemy's  gons. 

On  Saturday  the  8th,  at  8.30  a.  m.,  went  in  and  reported  to  Commander 
Rowan,  and  at  9  a.  m.  went  alongside  steamer  Philadelphia  and  received  on 
board  carpenters  to  repair  damages  sustained  by  bursting  of  gun. 

Proceeded  thence  to  sloop  Granite,  and  took  from  her  a  long  32-pounder,  with 
ihot  and  sheU ;  left  her.  side  at  3  p.  m.  and  anchored  near  by. 

At  1  p.  m.  Master  Daniels  left  the  ship  for  the  purpose  of  taking  command 
of  patty  with  launch  howitzers,  appointed  to  act  in  concert  with  land  forces. 

At  3.30  p.  m.  the  body  of  Mr.  Harris  was  taken  on  shore  at  Roanoke  island 
and  folemnly  interred.  At  4.30  p.  m.  observed  the  American  flag  flying  over 
tbe  hattery,  the  enemy  having  abandoned  it. 

Where  all  behaved  with  such  coolness,  courage,  and  devotion  in  sustaining 
the  honor  of  oar  flag,  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate;  but  I  cannot  reirain  from 
expressing  my  high  appreciation  of  the  conduct,  both  professional  and  other- 
vi^  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  N.  8.  Campbell,  who,  being  the  first  to  dis- 
torer  the  ship  to  be  on  fire,  sent  the  men  to  the  hose,  directed  the  engineer  to 
tan  on  the  water,  and  then  gave  his  attention  to  the  wounded,  inspiring  the 
men  by  his  coolness. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  P.  Heberdon,  although  quite  unwell,  volun- 
teered to  act  as  signal  officer,  and  to  take  note  of  the  action ;  and  I  must 
Acknowledge  the  fiathful  manner  in  which  he  performed  those  duties.  At  the 
nwment  of  our  gun's  bursting  he  was  standing  near  by,  and,  although  escaping 
QDwoonded,  was  severely  shaken  by  the  concussion. 

The  engineer  department  was  managed  in  a  manner  that  excited  my  warmest 
|wwe. 

In  eondusiony  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  my  officers  and  men 
for  their  conduct  in  the  action. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  surgeon's  report  of  casualties,  and  have  the  honor  to 
Rauin,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient. servant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  8.  0.  Rowan,  U.  S,  N,f 

FlotiUoj  ifc.f  Croatan  Sounds  N,  C, 


United  States  Steamer  Undbbwritbr, 

Of  Roanoke  Island,  February  9,  1862 

Sift:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
^lii«  Tessel  during  the  two  days  preceding  the  capture  of  Roanoke  island  and 
<^<?endent  fortifications. 
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At  10  a.  in.  on  the  7th  I  weighed,  in  obedience  to  your  instracdoiiB,  and  W 
in,  accompanied  by  the  Ceres  on  one  bow  and  the  Putnam  on  the  other,  to 
define  the  limits  of  the  channel  and  pilot  the  fleet.  The  latter  Vjossel  eoon 
grounded  on  the  west  side  of  the  channel,  but  my  pilot  proving  an  excelku^ 
one,  I  kept  in  the  best  water;  and  about  10.30,  on  passing  the  marshes,  discovJ 
ered  the  enemy's  vessels,  which  were  subsequently  found  to  be  drawn  up  bc^hind 
a  barricade  of  sunken  vessels  and  piles,  stretching  entirely  across  the  sound] 
supported  at  each  extremity  by  formidable  batteries.  On  discovering  the  od^ 
vance  of  the  flotilla,  the  rebels  fired  an  alarm  ^un. 

When  distant  about  two  miles  and  a  half,  I  fired  a  shell,  and  subsequeutl^^ 
a  second  one  at  the  fort,  but  did  not  provoke  a  reply.  On  your  coming  up 
abeam,  in  the  Southfield,  the  rebel  vessels  opened  fire,  which  was  deliberately 
returned.  As  the  other  vessels  gradually  came  up,  and  the  channel  widenH 
sufficiently  for  manoeuvenng,  the  action  becam  egeneral  with  vessels  and  fbrtsj 
the  former  retiring  before  us.  , 

As  your  instructions  required  me  to  direct  my  attention  to  the  Tesseb,  1 
moved  up  quite  near  the  barricades,  but  soon  found  that  their  batteries  wcr^ 
carefully  constructed,  and,  as  I  approached,  I  unmasked  gun  after  gun  firing 
through  embrasures,  four  of  which,  I  ascertained,  enfiladed  th^  barricade.  A^ 
it  was  no  part  of  the  plan  of  attack  to  force  the  barricade  before  the  reductiod 
of  the  forts,  or  their  serious  injury,  I  allowed  my  vessel  to  drop  back  with  th(| 
current  to  a  position  where  but  two  guns  bore  upon  her;  these  only  fired  at  M 
occasionally. 

The  vessels,  however,  kept  up  a  continual  fire  on  the  most  advanced  vessel 
on  the  left  of  our  line.  In  return  I  made  the  most  deliberate  firing,  averaging 
a  shot  from  each  of  my  rifled  guns  about  once  in  eight  minutes. 

A  fort  on  Redstone  !roint,  also  one  at  Wier's  Point,  occasionally  fired  a  rifled 
gun  at  us,  but  at  a  range  too  distant  for  any  effect,  except  by  mere  chance. 

About  3  p.  m.,  the  rebel  steamers  being  a  long  distance  off,  I  edged  ovd 
toward  the  battery,  and  fired  a  dozen  8-inch  shells,  most  of  which  made  ^chhj 
practice ;  then  returned  to  my  station,  which  I  retained  until  the  general  »\^ 
to  cease  firing  was  made. 

The  next  morning  I  went  up  and  exchanged  a  few  shot  with  the  battcricij 
but  ceased  upon  the  recall  being  made. 

In  the  afternoon,  with  the  steamers  placed  under  my  orders,  viz:  the  Uudcr^ 
writer.  Valley  City,  Seymour,  Lockwood,  Ceres,  Shawsheen,  Pntnam,  WLirei 
head,  and  Brinker,  I  proceeded  to  the  barricade  for  the  purpose  of  removing  i 
sufficient  number  of  piles  to  allow  the  passage  of  the  vessels  of  the  squad roa. 

The  principal  difficulty  consisted  in  finding  the  channel.  In  doing  this,  tiM 
Putnam  grounded,  and  as  she  was  in  a  most  exposed  position,  if  a  rebel  steamed 
lying  at  lledstone  Point  had  advanced,  I  anchored  and  sent  other  tugs  to  as^i^i 
in  getting  her  off.  In  the  meanwhile  I  sent  boats  to  sound,  and  soon  discovenH] 
several  points  of  passage  practicable  after  removing  a  few  piles. 

The  Ceres,  however,  which  I  had  sent  on  that  duty,  found  a  passage  of  euA' 
cient  width,  between  an  unfinished  row  of  piles  and  a  sunken  schooner.  ^M 
this  fact  being  reported  to  me  I  sent  her,  with  several  of  the  pilots,  to  fA-i 
through  it,  examine  beyond,  and  fix  the  position  of  the  northeast  point  oi 
Falker's  shoal.  She  had  passed  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  the  hxrri^ 
cade  when  I  observed  some  two  hundred  men,  in  squads,  running  down  to  I 
battery  plainly  visible  near  Weir's  Point,  and  I  immediately  recalled  her. 

While  deliberating  on  the  propriety  of  passing  through  the  opening  thui^  ^ 
covered,  and  exposing  the  vessels  to  the  converging  and  cross*fire  of  the  Ui' 
teries  at  Pork,  Weir's,  and  Bedstone  Points,  our  nag  was  seen  entering  tlH 
battery  at  Pork  Point.  I  immediately  got  under  way  and  passed  the  borriouVi 
touching  for  a  short  time  on  a  wreck,  owing  to  one  of  the  other  vessels  gettiti;^ 
athwart  my  bows.    As  soon  as  it  was  perceived  that  we  were  passing-  thi«  i*^" 
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lieade,  the  rebek  fired  the  biulcliDgs,  and  subBeqnently  exploded  the  magazine 
of  the  foit  on  Bedatone  Point;  the  steamer  lying  there  was  also  fired,  showing 
that  she  moat  have  been  disabled  by  onr  fire  of  yesterday.  While  I  was  fast, 
closing  the  passage,  the  Lockwood  cut  the  chain  fastening  two  vessels  together, 
and  floated  one  of  them  out,  thus  clearing  a  passage  for  herself  and  other  ves- 
aels,  and  the  Valley  City  made  a  dash  at  a  row  of  piles  and  forced  a  passage 
between  them« 

By  this  time  it  was  nearly  dark,  and,  a  thick  mist  setting  in,  I  anchored  for 
the  night.  I  have  placed  flags  to  mark  the  openings,  which  are  sufficiently 
vide  for  the  passage  of  any  vessels. 

In  condofiion,  I  have  only  to  testify  to  the  coolness  and  attention  of  both 
oficera  and  men  of  this  vessel,  under  die  difficult  circumstances  of  being  under 
fire  without  being  permitted  to  return  it,  except  at  long  intervals.  I  am  pleased 
to  report  no  caanaltieB. 

Accept  my  congratulations  at  the  complete  success  which  has  been  achieved 
Ij  onr  arms  at  00  small  a  sacrifice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


TJnitbd  States  Steamrr  Delaware, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  9,  1862. 

Sit :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  t^  you  the  following  report : 

On  the  7th  day  of  February,  1862,  at  10  a.  m.,  the  United  States  steamer 
Delaware,  in  obedience  to  a  general  signal  from  the  United  States  fiag-ship 
Sonthfield,  got  under  wav,  and  proceeded  through  the  *'  Marshes"  toward  the 
Uttery  on  Roanoke  island  known  as  ''  Fort  Sullivan,"  or  "  Pork  Point,"  mount- 
ing nine  guns,  which  fort  we  attacked  at  11.30  a.  m.,  and  continued  the  fire, 
gnduaUy  closing  in,  untU  about  3  p.  m.,  when  we  ran  within  a  ship's  length  of 
tbe  shore,  for  the  purpose  of  flanking  the  fort,  from  which  position  we  rendered 
is^iod  service  by  throwing  shell  of  five-second  fuse. 

About  this  time  I  left  the  vessel,  accompanied  by  my  acting  aid.  Acting 
Aniatant  Paymaster  F.  R.  Curtis,  landed  on  Roanoke  island,  distant  some  one 
tlionaand  yards  from  Fort  Sullivan,  and  took  possession  of  a  rebel  tent,  bringing  the 
same  on  board.  After  which,  observing  a  light  draught  army  transport,  con- 
taining United  States  troops,  proceeding  toward  the  shore,  we  ran  down  for  the 
paq)ose  of  covering  their  landing,  which  object  we  fully  accomplished  by 
driving  off  with  shell  a  large  number  of  confederate  troops  secreted  in  the 
Woods  in  dose  proximity  to  our  landing  place. 

At  5.1s  p.  m.  reported  to  the  flag-ship,  and  then  landed  the  51st  Pennsylvania 
T^ment,  suoceeafully  accomplishing  it  by  8  p.  m.,  when  we  hauled  off  and  an- 
chored some  one  hundred  yards  from  the  shore,  remaining  there  during  the 
^y^U  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  troops  that  had  already  landed. 

llie  following  morning,  at  the  request  of  General  Bumside,  sent  Actine 
HaMtea  Chase,  in  command  of  ten  soldiers  of  the  9th  New  Jersey  regiment  and 
two  boats'  erewsy  iu-shore  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  Captain  DeWol^  United  States  army,  and  returned  at  11  a.  m.   After 
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whkb,  and  during  the  afternoon,  lendered  aBsifltance  to  tbe  wounded  on  flhora 
by  eendii^  the  neceesaiy  medical  attendance,  wann  water,  dec 
I  am,  Yery  respectfallj,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QUACKENBUSH, 

LicutauuU  Camnumding, 
Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Com'g  U.  S.  FlotiUa  ui  Pamlico  Sound. 


Unitrd  States  Steamer  Gommodoeb  Pehby, 

Of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  action  at  Roanoke  island  on  the  7th  instant  we  fired  two  shotjj 
at  the  enemy's  steamcrtf  Ht  long  range  at  30  minutes  past  noon,  and  then  cloi>ed 
in  and  opened  fire  on  the  battery. 

At  4p.  m.  ran  ont  of  fire,  loaded  our  rcfmalning  shells,  and  resumed  our  po^i- 
tion.  Fired  during  the  day  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  9-inch  shells  and 
twenty  shrapnels,  at  distances  from  two  to  eight  hundred  yards. 

We  were  hit  by  round  shot  from  the  battery  seven  times,  five  times  in  tlie 
hull.  One  shot  passed  through  the  magazine  and  -through  an  empty  powdvr* 
tank ;  another  went  between  the  engine  and  boiler,  and  through  one  of  tbc 
water-tanks ;  two  shots  struck  the  starboard  wheel.  We  were  not  materiallj 
injured. 

Andrew  Horton,  private,  company  D*  4th  Rhode. Jsland  volunteers,  had  a  l^e 
broken  by  a  splinter.     No  other  casualties.    My  officers  and  men  behaved  will 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 
lAeutenant  Commanding, 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

United  States  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Valley  City, 

Of  Roanoke  Island,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  actioti  taken  br 
this  vessel  in  the  reduction  of  Roanoke  island,  Nortn  Carolina,  on  the  7th  and 
8th  days  of  February,  1862 : 

February  7,  at  9  a.  m.,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  Commander  H.  K. 
Davenport,  commanding  the  third  column,  I  took  a  position  astern  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Putnam,  steaming  along  the  southern  shore  of  Roanoke  island. 

At  meridian,  in  obedience  to  general  signal  "to  close  with  the  enemy,"  I  ran 
this  vessel  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  shore  and  engaged  die  rebel 
battery,  in  company  with  the  United  States  steamers  Commodore  Perry,  Morse, 
Whitehead,  and  Sloop  Blinker. 

On  the  second  exchange  of  the  enemy's  fire  a  round  shot  struck  the  foretnmt 
of  this  vessel,  grazing  it  nearly  to  the  core,  rendering  the  mast,  I  consider, 
unable  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  foresail. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  enemy's  fort  was  set  on  fire  by  the  shells  from  this  and  th<< 
other  vessels  with  whom  we  were  in  company.  At  3  p.  m.  the  flames  within  the 
enemy's  fort  raging  fiercely,  and  their  fire  having  considerably  slack onofl,  I  ran 
this  vessel  a  quarter  of  a  mUe  nearer  shore,  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  of  shMl  ftnd 
round  shot  against  the  fort.  Received  exchanges  of  the  fire  from  two  ^ns  on 
the  eastern  angle  of  the  enemy's  battery. 
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At  4  |i.  in^  the  enonj  keeping  itp  onl j  a  desultory  fire,  continiied  replying 
to  it  until  I  had  expended  all  the  aheUe  I  had  on  board.  I  then  resorted  to 
roond  shot,  and  ooiitinaed  the  fire  nntil  5.30,  vhen,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I 
retired  mat  of  range  and  came  to  anchor,  having  expended  as  follows :  184  $• 
poonddiaiges,  32-poiinder;  99  1-pound  charges,  12-ponnder  rifle  bowitaer ;  99 
6-wcoDd  shells,  32-ponnder;  40  10-second  shells,  32-pounder;  32  15-8econd 
flhells,  32-ponnder;  14  32-poand  solid  shot;  and  105  IS-pound^r  rifle  shells. 

In  the  morning  I  received  from  schooner  Harwood  the  following  supplj  of 
tmmimitiQ«:  300  pounds  cannon  powder;  15  5-second  shells,  32-pounaer;  66 
lO-decond  sheUs,  32-pounder;  5  15-second  shells,  32-pounder;  225  cartridge 
bags;  10  5-second  fuses;  20  Dahlgren  rifle  shells ;.  and  300  friction  tubes. 

I  am  happy  to  repott  ao  casualties  during  the  day  on  board  this  vessel,  the 
oemy's  shot  g^ierally  flying  too  high. 

I  take  pleasure  in  bringing  under  your  notice  thoTery  able  assistance  isn- 
dered  me  by  MastersV  Mates  Benjamin  "Page  and  Charles  .W.CampbelL  and  the 
nnflinching  devotion  to  their  duty  evinced  generally  by  the  other  officers  and 
the  crew  under  my  command  throughout  thia  day.- 

Febniazy  8,  at  10  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal  I  got  this  vessel  under  way, 
stood  in  toward  the  shore  and  again  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  battery,  the  enemy 
retinung  gun  for  gup.  Af^  expendii\g -as  follows:  18  6-pound  charges,  32- 
pODoder;  3  32-pound  solid  shots;  10  10-second  shells,  32-pounder;  6  l^-second 
»lieJI«,  32-pounaer;  and  3  Hotchkiss's  percussion  shells,  in  obedience  to  signal 
from  flag-officer  I  retired  out  of  range.  Steamed  alongside  the  flag-ship  and 
Teceired  orders  to  report  for  duty  to  Captain  Jeffers,  of  the  steamer  Underwriter^ 

Upon  request  of  Captain  Jeffers,  I  despatched  two  boats,  under  charge  of 
Misters'  Mates  Brooks  and  Page,  with  our  pilot,  to  unmask  the  channel,  which 
va£  obstructed  by  a  row  of  pUes,  reaching  from  shore  to  shore.  The  channel 
baving  been  discovered,  got  under  way  in  the  evening  in  company  with  the 
other  vessels;  stood  across  the  piles  and  came  to  anchor  off  the  western  point 
of  Boanoke  island. 

1  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties  on  board  this  vessel  during  this  day. 
I  am,  very  respectftilly ,  fee., 

J.  G.  CHAPLIN,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  8.  G.  Rowan, 

Commamdrng  United  States  JlotHhh 

Albemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina. 


United  States  StbaMbk  Commodore  Barney, 

Roanoke  Island,  February  11,  1862. 

SiB:  Agreeable  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  report 
of  the  action  of  this  vessel  against  the  forts  at  Boanoke  island,  on  Friday,  {he 
■'4  instant. 

la  obedience  to  your  signal  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  for  the  9-inch  guns 
to  advance,  at  10  a.  m.  I  engaged  the  southern  or  lower  battery  with  15-second 
^«.  The  first  two  shots  fell  a  little  short,  when  I  again  advanced,  and  was 
vuccffcffni  in  throwing  my  shells  directly,  as  I  supposed,  into  the  fort.  At  11 
L  hl,  wishing  to  try  the  10-second  fuses,  went  in  still  nearer,  but  got  aground, 
^  before  getting  aifloat»  used  what  10-seeond  fuses  I  had  on  board,  amounting 
t4  Uitrtj,  but  think  the  greater  part  of  them  took  effect  on  the  houses  in  the 
^4r  of  battery,  as  the  flames  soon  burst  out  from  that  quarter.  After  getting 
utto  deep  water  agdn  I  took  position  for  15-second  fuses,  and  it  appeared  that 
^  tbe  aheUs  did  good  execution,  as  I  was  hailed  from  the  steamer  Picket  and 
told  diat  the  shots  ''were  beautifuL"    At  this  time  I  directed  all  the  5-second 
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fasea  to  be  changed  to  15-8econd,  as  I  could  not  get  near  enough  to  nse  the 
former,  and  to  the  best  of  mj  judgment,  out  of  the  entire  number  of  sheik 
thrown,  but  six  fell  outside  the  fort — ^ninety-nine  from  No.  1,  a  forward  gns, 
and  twenty-five  from  No.  2,  an  after  gun,  leaving  six  on  board,  when  it  hm 
grown  BO  dark  that  I  could  scarcely  see  your  general  signal  of  recall.  At  S.lii 
p.  m.  this  vessel  received  one  shot  through  her  upper  works,  and  one  shell  bui? 
on  the  forward  deck,  but  I  am  happj  to  state  that  no  one  was  injured. 

I  would  most  respectfully  testify  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  cn^v 
together  with  the  soldiers  on  board,  and  particularly  to  the  good  shootiug  a^ 
Masters'  Mates  Hill  and  Washburn. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

R.  F.  RENSHAW, 
Acting  Second  Lieutenant  Comnumding. 
Flag-Officer  Gtoldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


TJmtbd  States  Stbambr  Hunchback, 
Croatan  Sound,  North  Carolina,  February  10,  18G2. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  respectfully  submit  the  M 
lowing  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  in  the  engagement  of  the  7ti 
instant  with  the  enemy's  battery  and  gunboats. 

We  went  into  action  about  11  a.  m.,  directing  most  of  our  efforts  agun.^ 
their  gunboats.  They  having  in  a  short  time  withdrawn  from  range  of  oa 
guns,  in  obedience  to  your  signal  I  closed  in  with  the  battey  on  Pork  Poini 
going  as  far  in  as  my  draught  of  water  would  permit.  At  3.30  p.  m.  a  shot  strac^ 
the  engine,  carrying  away  the  top  of  one  of  the  cylinder  guide-rods  and  th< 
spring  bow,  and  disabled  it.  I  then  anchored  and  sprung  on  the  battery,  witi 
which  I  was  engaged  until  nearly  dark,  part  of  the  time  being  under  a  cro#l 
fire  from  the  enemy's  gunboats. 

The  Hunchback  was  struck  by  the  enemy's  shot  eight  times,  one  comiiu 
through  the  hull  just  above  the  water  line.  We  fired  204  shell  and  4  shrapnti 
from  the  three  9-inch  guns,  and  24  solid  shot,  12  percussion,  and  64  paper  aai 
fose  shells,  from  the  100-pounder  rifle.  Though  we  were  in  the  thickest  of  th 
engagement,  no  one  was  hurt. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  under  my  connnnnJ 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  did  their  duty.     No  commander  in  battle  w:^ 
ever  better  supported,  and  they  all  deserve  well  of  their  country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

EDWARD  R.  COLHOUN, 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Gtoldsbobough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  Statbs  Stbambr  Soutbpibld, 

Croaton  Sound,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  thi 
United  States  steamer  Southfield,  under  my  command,  and  honored  by  yonr  pH 
sence  and  flag,  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  fleet,  between  Weir's  Point  and  Pork  P<«in4 
and  on  the  fort  at  Pork  Point  at  11.30  a.  m.,  on  the  7th  instant.  We  continaeJ 
firing  until  sundown,  when  you  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing,  and  we  came  t^ 
an  anchor  in  11  feet.  As  you  were  on  deck  during  the  whole  of  the  en«:A^| 
ment,  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  particularise.    Officers  and  crew  bekarH 
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rell  and  coollj.  Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  valuable  services 
vndered  by  Acting  Master  Richard  Vevers,  my  executive  officer,  who  had 
rhai^  of  the  forward  division  of  guns,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  efficiency 
>f  the  100-pomid  Parrott  rifle  and  No.  2  9-inch  shell  gun.  The  captains  of 
>oth  these  guns  showed  coolness  and  skill,  and  made  some  splendid  shooting. 
Fheir  names  are  John  Johnson  and  Charles  Coleman.  Acting  Master's  Mate 
VV.  F.  Pratt,  who  had  charge  of  the  after  division  and  directed  all  the  firing 
'hfT^  deserves  much  praise.  We  had,  as  gun's  crew,  17  men  of  the  9th  New 
Jervey  regiment,  who  behaved  remarkably  well,  considering  that  they  were  not 
nsed  to  the  handling  of  large  guns.  Mr.  Pratt  made  excellent  shots,  whenever 
be  could  get  the  range  dear  of  other  vessels.  In  &ct,  I  believe  we  never  fired 
I  ehot  over  or  near  any  of  our  own  vessels,  and  the  Southfield  being  very  long, 
ind  often  very  near  the  bottom,  made  her  very  difficult  to  manage. 

Mr.  Hayes,  acting  master  and  pUot,  rendered  me  very  valuable  assistance. 

On  the  8th  we  commenced  firing  on  the  fort  again  at  9.20  a.  m.,  by  joxa 
orders.  Came  to  an  anchor  immediately  after,  in  10  feet  of  water,  and  stopped 
there  till  you  left  us  at  6  p.  m.,  when  the  Philadelphia  came  alongside. 

We  met  with  no  casualties,  and  had  only  one  shot — a  •32-pounder — ^pass 
through  our  upper  works,  and  that  was  about  5  p.  m.,  on  the  7th,  when  we 
vere  in  range  of  the  Hunchback,  which  was  at  anchor  with  a  spring  on  her 
cable.  We  have  received  no  injury  and  have  been  ready  for  service  all  the 
ttme.  The  slight  damage  done  to  the  upper  works  was  repaired  by  a  gang  of 
carpenters  kindly  sent  by  you  on  the  9th. 

Annexed  please  find  account  of  ammimition  received,  expended,  and  on  hand. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  F.  W.  BEHM, 
Acting  Vdunieer  Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 

Flag-officer. 


Unitbd  States  Steamer  Morse, 

Off  Roanoke  Lland,  February  11,  1862. 

Sis:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
fobmit  herewith  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  daring  the 
CDgHgement  on  the  7th  instant. 

At  11.30  a.  m.  I  approached  the  shore  to  within  about  1,500  yards,  and 
opfDcd  fire  with  15"  shells  upon  the  enemy's  steamers,  disabling  the  steamer 
CoHew.  About  the  same  time  I  commenced  firing  with  10''  and  5"  shells  upon 
the  battery  on  Pork  Point,  but  finding  that  the  latter  exploded  short  of  the 
lottery,  I  ran  in  near  enough  to  do  execution.  I  then  continued  firing  until  my 
*M\  were  all  expended.  At  4.30  p.  m.  signaled  to  the  flag-ship  my  want  of 
^ell,  wherenpon  Captain  Case  ordered  me  to  withdraw  and  anchor  for  the 
m?ht. 

1  hsTe  to  report  the  loss  of  one  man — ^Eli  Holden,  (seaman,)  of  New  Bed- 
ford,  Massachusetts — during  the  engagement.  The  vessel,  although  struck  by 
•hot  and  shell,  sustained  no  material  injury.  It  afibrds  me  great  pleasure  to 
<^1  jour  attention  to  the  brave  and  gallant  conduct  of  my  officers  and  crew 
^Qiiog  the  whole  engagement. 

1  herewith  enclose  a  report  of  ammunition  expended.  * 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

PETER  HATES, 
Acting  Master  Commanding, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commamdimg  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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United  Btatba  Stbamsb  Whitbhbad, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  engaged  the  battery  on  the  7th  instant,  at  12  m.,  and  kept  up  a  cod 
tinual  fire  till  5.45  p.  m.,  at  the  distance  of  1,500  yards,  throwing  shell  effect 
ivelj.  I  expendea  during  the  time  ninety-eight  shell,  and  am  happy  to  eaj  ut 
casualties  occurred. 

Hy  officers  and  men  merit  my  warmest  thanks  for  their  promptness  dnriuf 
the  action,  particularly  T.  W.  Cook,  paymaster's  clerk,  who  rendered  importau 
aid  in  attending  to  the  signals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FRENCH. 
Acting  Master  Comnuinding. 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla,  Pamiteo  and  Albemarle  Somnd, 


United  Statbs  Stbamrr  Lockwood, 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C^  February  It,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  action  at  It> 
anoke  island  on  the  7th  instant : 

Commenced  the  engagement  at  12  m.,  and  continued  it  until  six  p.  m ,  witbj 
out  any  casualties.  Total  expenditure  of  ammunition :  86  rounds  12-poauderj 
62  rounds  80-pounder. 

Resumed  the  action  "vnth  the  enemy's  battery  at  nine  a.  m.  on  the  Sth  ii^ 
stant,  which  lasted  about  45  minutes.  No  casualties.  Expended  eight  roundi 
8d-pounder  ammunition. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  mj 
command. 

Very  respectfully,  icc^ 

G.  W.  GRAVES, 
Acting  Master  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Alex.  Murray, 

Commanding  second  eohmn. 


Unitbd  States  Steamer  Henry  Beinkbr, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  tb< 
vessel  under  my  command  in  the  action  off  Rcrainoke  island  on  the  7th  and  Stt 
instant : 

Entered  the  engagement  of  Pork  Point  battery  at  12  m.,  and  continupd  U 
until  3.20  p.  m.,  when  we  were  obliged  to  haul  off  for  want  of  ammunition. 

On  the  Sth,  at  12  m.,  joined  the  fleet  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Jeffers,  and  succeeded  in  forcing  the  barricade. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  my  officers  and  crew  all  behaved  with  the  at< 
most  gallantry  and  coolness. 

No  casualties  occurred,  and  my  vessel  was  not  injwred  by  the  enemy's  fim 
Ammunition  expended,  89  rounds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JNO.  E.  GIDDINGS 

Acting  Master  Commanding* 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  AilatUie  Blockading  Sgmadsvm. 
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United  States  Steamer  J.  N.  Seymoub, 

Croatan  Sounds  February  16,  1862. 

SlB :  In  obedience  to  joux  orders  of  the  10th  instant,  I  herein  have  the 
honor  to  report  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended,  together  with  the  casual- 
to  on  board  this  yeseel  during  the  action  of  the  7th  and  8th  iiistants. 

At  11  o'clock  and  40  miuutee  a.  m.  took  a  position  within  one  and  a  half 
milea  of  the  lower  battery  on  Boanoke  island.  I  opened  fire  with  both  bow 
and  nem  guns,  using  percussion  shell  from  Parrott  gun,  and  shot  and  shell  al- 
tmatelj  in  rifled  howitzer  directing  my  fire  whollj  at  the  barbette  guns  on 
the  southern  extremity  of  the  battery,  keeping  up  a  continuous  fire  until  5.30 
p.  m.,  vheQi  finding  our  ammunitioa  to  be  reduced  to  23  rounds,  having  ex- 
pended 91  rounds  from  30-pounder  Parrott,  and  112  from  rifled  howitzer,  I 
hauled  off  to  procure  a  fresh  supj)ly,  being  detained  until  dark,  in  obtaining  the 
Rime,  bj  which  time  the  firing  on  both  sides  had  ceased.  My  boat,  in  com- 
ptnj  vith  others,  was  ordered  on  picket  duty  near  the  barricade,  extending 
across  the  sound  firom  Roanoke  island  to  the  main  land. 

I  regret  to  add  that  Mr.  Stephen  Mealius,  head  engineer,  was  dan^rously 
Toonded  in  the  hip,  and  Wm.  Singleton,  powder  man,  instantly  killed  by  the 
poemj's  shot  during  the  afternoon.  No  damage  was  done  to  the  vessel,  if  I  ex- 
cept the  joiner-work  and  windows  broken  by  the  concussion  of  our  own  guns, 
wd  a  hawser  cut  in  two  by  an  enemy's  shot. 

Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  at  8.40  a.  m.  got  under  way  and  ran  down  to 
vithm  1,500  yards  of  the  battery,  returning  the  enemy's  fire,   completely 
fileQcing  for  the  time  the  three  barbette  guns  before  mentioned. '  At  10.55  a. 
n.  a  signal  from  the  flag-ship  to  cease  firing.     Hauled  off  and  anchored. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

P.  S.  WELLS, 
Acting  Master  Commanding, 

Flag-Offieer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Comnumding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Unitrd  States  Stbambr  Geres, 
Of  Roanoke  Island,  February  15,  1862. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
nibmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  on  the  7th  and  8th 
ii^tant«,  at  the  attack  on  Roanoke  island : 

AlioDt  10.45  a.  m.,  the  Ceres  in  advance  of  the  right  column,  I  received  per- 
Bouion  from  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan  to  open  fire  with  my  rifled  Parrott 
30-iK)Qnder.  I  inomed lately  commenced  firing ;  found  the  first  shot  fell  short, 
utd  moved  closer  up,  until  I  got  within  range  of  the  enemy's  steamers.  At  11 
^  m.  commenced  finng  at  the  enemy's  steamers  with  the  rifled  30-pounder.  At 
^0  p.  QL  stood  in  toward  the  fort,  until  I  found  I  was  within  range  for  the 
'^•poonder  shell  gun ;  commenced  firing  with  the  ,32  pounder  on  the  fort,  and 
^Dg  on  the  enemy's  steamers  with  the  rifled  gun.  At  four  p.  m.  R.  M.  Cole- 
|<^Dt  master's  mate,  in  command  of  the  32-pounder,  and  Alex.  Hand,  first 
Wer,  were  slightly  wounded  by  the  premature  discharge  of  the  gun,  resulting 
^m  th€  improper  serving  of  the  vent.  Ran  alongside  United  States  steamer 
Htar!>  and  Stripes,  and  hiul  their  wounds  dressed  ;  from  thence  went  alongside 
*t'ire  Bcbooner  Howard  and  received  65  32-pounder  shells  and  two  barrels  of 
[•owder;  mn  in  under  the  guns  of  the  fort  again,  and  again  commenced  firing 
»  before  da  the  fort  and  steamers.  At  five  p.  m.  a  shell  from  the  enemy  struck 
«a  the  upper  deek,  flitting  end  of  the  beams,  going  through  the  lower  deck, 
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burstiDg  tinder  the  boUer,  and  carrying  away  one  of  the  grates  of  the  fiirnacpJ 
About  sundown  signal  was  made,  "  cease  firing."  Stood  out  and  came  to  u^ 
anchor. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JNO.  McDIARMID, 
Acting  Master  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


TJmtbd  States  Steamer  Gen.  Putnam, 

Croatan  Sound,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  M 
submit  the  following  report  of  our  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  7  th  au^ 
8th  instant : 

After  12  o'clock  m.  of  the  7th  I  steamed  up  to  the  right  of  the  squadmij 
and  commenced  firing  upon  the  battery  with  my  20-pounder  Parrott  gun,  u^iiv| 
shrapnel  with  twenty  second  fuses,  bursting  them  directly  over  the  batter^ 
Kept  approaching  the  battery  and  steadily  firing,  changing  the  fuse  to  fift 
seconds,  then  to  ten  seconds,  and  to  five  seconds,  until  within  700  yardB  of  ti 
battery ;  then  with  broadside  to,  keepine  the  boat  in  motion.  I  commenc 
firing  shot  and  shell  from  our  32-pounder,  directing  my  fire  at  the  enemy' 
guns,  continuing  \a  steady  fire  from  both  guns  until  half-past  five  o'clock  p.  m 
The  shots  from  the  enemy's  battery  passed  to  the  right  and  left,  but  mostly  ortj 
our  heads.  For  about  one  hour  we  received  a  cross-fire  from  the  rebel  steamtt^ 
on  our  left.  We  were  once  on  fire  near  the  machinery,  on  the  hurricane  decl^ 
but  it  was  soon  extinguished  and  but  little  damage  done. 

My  powder  being  expended,  I  reported  to  the  commander-in-chief,  who  oij 
dered  me  to  the  schooner  Howard  for  a  supply.  During  the  night  we  made  10^ 
cartridge-bags ;  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  we  filled  them  and  started,  in  coin 
pany  with  the  Underwriter  and  several  other  boats,  to  pass  the  blockade  i\ 
sunken  vessels.  The  battery  opened  fire  upon  us,  which  we  replied  to  for  nearlj 
one  hour,  when  we  were  recalled.  Through  the  whole  engagement  I  am  thankfd 
to  say  that  no  one  was  hurt  on  board  this  vessel. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  ofiicers  and  men  under  my  commnn 

pointed  the  guns  with  great  precision,  doing  much  credit  to  themselves  hd 

hpnor  to  that  glorious  flag  which  waves  so  proudly  over  us. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

WILLIAM  J.  HOTCHKISS. 
Acting  Master  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  .Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Shawsubbn, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  17, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  ch 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  steamer  in  the  bombardment  <i 
Roanoke  island,  on  the  7Ui  and  8th  instant: 

On  the  7th  instant,  at  11.45  a.  m.,  our  first  shell  was  fired,  which  fell  short  o 
the  battery.  Stood  in. until  within  good  range,  when  we  took  a  position  on  cli^ 
front  wing  and  engaged  the  battery,  firing  altematelj  from  both  rifled  g\iiii\ 
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rhis  position  was  maintained  nntil  snnset,  when  the  signal  was  made  on  board 
liie  flag-fihip  to  cease  firing,  we  haying  received  no  material  injury  throughout 
cbe  action.  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  was  ably  sustained  by  all  the  officers  and 
crew  ond^r  my  command. 

A^r  dark  I  was  ordered  to  take  a  position  in  advance  of  the  fleet  to  watch 
MY  movements  of  the  enemy  which  might  take  place  through  the  night. 
Notiiiiig  occurring  worthy  of  note,  at  8.30  a.  m.,  8th  instant,  I  was  ordered  to 
make  another  attack  on  the  battery,  which  attack  lasted  for  an  hour,  when 
»giud  was  made  to  cease  fixnng  and  all  the  gunboats  engaged  tetired  without 
mr  receiving  any  damage.  I  expended,  throughout  the  engagement,  82  rounds 
of  ammunition.  Having  no  shot,  shell  were  used  altogether. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

THOMAS  J.  WOODWARD, 
Acting  Meuter,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


United  States  Sloop  Granite, 

Croatan  Sound,  February  11,  1862. 

Sit ;  I  would  respectfully  report  that  during  the  action  of  the  7th  and   8th 
ia^tant  I  expended  26  five-second  and  4  ten-second  shells,  and  16  solid  shot, 
lod  468  pounds  charges. 
Casualties  none;  injured  none. 

I  am,  very  respect^lly,  &c., 

E.  BOONIER, 
Acting  Maater'M  Mate,  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


United  States  Steamer  Hunchback, 
Off  Roanoke  Island,  N.  C,  February  10,  1862. 

Bit:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  now  suhmit  to  you  a 
3«uiled  account  of  the  operations  of  my  battery  during  the  engagement  with 
tk  rebels  on  Roanoke  island,  February  8,  1862. 

The  officers  of  the  battery  were  as  follows :  Acting  Master  Charles  Daniels, 
^  the  United  States  steamer  Hetzel ;  Lieutenants  Tillotson  and  Hughes,  of  the 
I'nion  eoaat  guard ;  Flag-Officer's  Clerk  Edward  P.  Meeker,  flag-ship  Phila- 
<i<r!phia;  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  B.  Hammond,  United  States  steamer  Dela- 
•we;  Acting  Master's  Mate  Walter  Griffith,  United  States  steamer  Underwriter. 
At  4^  p.  ni.v  February  7,  the  signal  was  made  to  land  the  troops,  and  Brigadier 
'♦•rDeral  Bumside  ordered  me  to  proceed  to  Aehby's  Cove  and  report  to  General 

Tfats  I  immediately  did,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  disembark  the  pieces. 
^  won  as  they  were  landed  I  formed  them  in  "  column^  of  pieces,"  and  ad- 
vtnccd  inland  to  the  fork  of  the  road.  Here  I  stationed  two  of  the  pieces ;  two 
'f  tkf  remaining  pieces  I  stationed  about  half  a  mile  in  advance  on  the  left 
l^rk,  and  the  other  two  about  the  same  distance  in  advance  on  the  right  fork. 
H»  re  we  remained  until  7  a.  m.,  February  8,  when  General  Foster  came  up  with 
k<s  brigade  to  make  the  advance,  and  ordered  me  to  follow  on  after  the  25th 
(fluent  Massachusetts  volunteers. 

We  inunediatcly  manned  the  drag-ropes  and  advanced  about  two  miles,  when 
I  received  an  order  firom  General  Foster  to  bring  the  battery  forward  as  fast  as 
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possible.  I  now  gave  tbe  order  *'Forwfird,  double  qaick,"  and  we  soon  rioted 
tbe  rebel  battery,  whicb  was  situated  so  as  to  rake  a  road  which  crossed  tU 
one  upon  wbicb  we  were  advancing  at  right  angles,  and  was  flanked  on  either 
side  bj  a  very  thick  swamp.  As  soon  as  I  saw  tbe  enemy's  fortification  I 
halted  and  formed  the  pieces  "side  battery,"  with  three  pieces  in  the  road  ap»ii 
which  we  were  advancing  and  three  on  the  right  of  it,  and  opened  fire  on  tN 
enemy  with  grape  and  shell  from  the  rifled  guns,  and  camster,  shrapnel,  sd*! 
shell  from  the  smooth  bore,  doing  good  execution  amongst  the  reserve  in  tb 
rear  of  their  battery. 

As  I  had  received  orders  to  keep  the  artillery  on  a  line  with  the  infantry.  1 
advanced  the  pieces  after  each  fire  until  they  were  in  the  open  space  directly  ) 
front  of  the  rebel  battery,  where  we  made  a  stand  under  a  most  deatmctire  &j 
from  the  rebel  infantry.  The  men,  however,  worked  the  guns  with  great  &A 
ness  and  determination  until  all  but  ten  rounds  for  each  piece  had  been  iinf| 
when,  as  my  orders  were  to  reserve  that  number  of  rounds,  I  ceased  firing:  fo 
a  short  time,  but  commenced  again  firing  once  every  two  minutes  to  scatter  tb 
enemy's  reserve. 

We  had  been  firing  about  three  and  a  half  hours  when  the  fortification  in 
stormed,  and  the  rebels  retreated  towards  Weir's  Point.  As  soon  as  we  rcaicW 
the  rebel  battery  we  started  on  for  Weir's  Point,  but  after  marching  with  tlj 
artOlery  about  two  miles  we  met  Greneral  Foster,  who  told  us  that  the  cncni^ 
had  surrendered,  and  that  we  should  not  be  wanted  any  more.  I  thercf'>< 
started  on  again  for  the  Point,  and  the  next  morning  embarked  the  hatteir  &o 
returned  to  the  flotilla. 

All  praise  is  due  my  officers  and  men  for  their  bravery  and  the  alacritj  an 
coolness  with  which  they  executed  all  of  my  orders.  I  particularly  recomin«*n 
to  your  notice  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  B.  Hammond,  of  the  United  dut^ 
steamer  Delaware,  who,  by  his  coolness  and  intrepidity,  elicited  my  wanuej 
praise.  I  would  also  recommend  to  your  notice  Lieutenants  Tillot«on  lu] 
Hughes,  Union  coast  guard,  who  served  their  pieces  in  the  most  gallant  mauni 
throughout  the  action. 

I  now  most  respectfully  submit  the  above  report  to  your  consideration,  boi»it 
that  the  operations  may  meet  with  your  approval.  I  am  very  sorry  to  repd 
the  following  casualties  in  my  battexy : 

Killed, — John  McCoy  and  John  Doyle,  privates  in  Union  coast  guard;  Jam 
Herbert,  private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers. 

Wounded. — William  Miller,  private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteo] 
seriously;  John  Saddler,  private,  Union  coast  guard,  seriously;  Nathan  Su 
ford  and  David  Lloyd, privates,  Union  coast  guard,  slightly;  Benjamin  Cliot" 
private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers,  slightly. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  H.  PORTER, 

Midshipman  United  States  Nary* 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbgrough. 


LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  AT  BOANOKE  ISLAND. 
UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  HBTZBL. 

Killedj^-^haaieB  Harris,  acting  master's  mate. 

Wounded, — Charles  Clark,  boatswain's  mate,  severely;  Tully  Mcln'?' 
seaman,  slightly;  Joseph  N.  Ingersoll,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  Wi1)i> 
Smith,  ordinary  seaman,  severely ;  Henry  Bryant,  ordinary  seanan,  sligbil 
Heniy  P.  Thompsoo,  ooal-beaver,  slightly. 


BEPORT  OF    THE  SECRETJLRT  OF   THE  NAVY.  227 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  SEYMOUR. 

Kin^d, — John  Singleton,  coal-Heaver. 

Wounded, — Stephen  Mealias,  acting  assistant  engineer,  severely. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MORSE. 

KUled, — EH  Holden,  seaman. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  CERES. 

Wtmnded. — ^R.  M.  Coleman,  acting  master's  mate,  slightly;  Alexander  Ebnd, 
Hdinazy  seaman,  severely. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COMMODORE  PERRY. 

Woimded, — Andrew  Horton,  private  company  D,  4th  regiment  Rhode  Island 
vofamteers,  severely. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  80UTHFIELD. 

Wanded.-^BxSukB  Joy,  signal  qnartermaster,  slightly. 

MIDSHIPMAN  porter's   HOWITZER  BATTERY,  ENGAGED  ON  ROANOKE  ISLAND. 

Killed, — John  McCoy,  private,  Union  coast  goard;  John  Doyle,  private, 
tiniwi  coast  guard ;  James  Herbert,  private,  9th  regiment  N.  J.  volunteers. 

Wounded — John  Saddler,  private,  Union  coast  guard,  severely ;  James  Jack- 
•"0,  OTtvate,  Union  coast  guard,  severely ;  David  Liloyd,  private,  Union  coast 
rifra,  slightly;  Nathan  Stanford,  private.  Union  coast  gnanl,  slightly;  Benjamin 
CKnton,  private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers,  slightly ;  William  Miller, 
private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers,  severely. 

Miuing, — ^Manning  Lyons,  private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers; 
Nsthan  Buckley,  private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers. 

BjKapUuleUion, — ^Killed,  6 ;  wounded,  17 ;  missing,  2. 


^^g'Oficer  GoldihoTougVt  report  of  destruction  of  gutu,  and  capture  and 
parole  of  prisoners,  at  Edenton,  North  Carolina. 

No.  142.]  U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Of  Roanoke  Island,  N.  C.  February  14,  1862. 

^IR:  Since  my  No.  141,  a  column  of  our  vessels  has  visited  Edenton,  and 
4^«troyed  some  eight  guns  there.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  received  the  official  reports 
of  the  transaction.  Others  are  now  engaged  in  obstructing  the  link  of  the  Albe- 
Bflrie  and  Chesapeake  canal,  connecting  Notth  river  with  Currituck  sound,  and 
tltc  work  will  be  done,  if  possible.  There  are,  however,  serious  difficulties  at- 
tending it  I  forward,  herewith,  a  veiy  remarkable  letter  from  Mr.  M.  F.  Maury, 
l«e  of  our  navy,  to  FUg-Officer  Lynch,  which  was  found  among  the  papers  of 
^  Utter  gentleman  when  his  vessel,  the  Sea  Bird,  was  captured  by  our  forces. 
Aecompttaying  it  will  be  found  printed  specifications  of  the  steam  gunboats  to 
whidi  the  letter  alludes. 

The  Ellia,  the  only  vessel  of  the  enemy  in  the  fight  at  Eliiutbeth  City  not 
vHBpletely  destroyed,  is  now  one  of  the  steamers  of  our  forces.  One  of  the 
pua  is  a  rifled  3i^^pounder  of  57  cwt,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  have  projectiles 
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sent  to  me  for  it.  They  are  made,  I  think,  by  otir  army,  and  perhaps  at  Fo; 
Monroe.  We  have  taken  several  of  these  guns,  which  I  propose  to  n^e  on 
our  own  vessels,  and,  therefore,  would  like  to  have  at  least  five  handled  of  th 
projectiles,  and  it  would  be  well,  perhaps,  if  they  could  be  accompanied  br  a 
suitable  number  of  filled  cylinders.  Until  I  receive  a  supply  of  ammunitititj 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  make  any  more  offensive  movements  of  consequent*! 
Albemarle  sound  has  been  well  swept,  and  the  greatest  consternation  prevaiL 
among  the  enemy. 

When  I  come  to  give  you  the  details  of  the  doings  of  the  officers  and  iner 
under  my  command  you  will,  sir,  I  well  know,  be  rejoiced  at  the  dash  and  gul 
lantry  they  have  displayed.  Their  deeds  are  worthy  of  the  best  days  of  auj 
navy  on  earth.  I  am  compelled  to  write  this  despatch  very  hurriedly,  as  I  w.^ 
not  aware,  until  a  few  minutes  Hgo,  that  an  opportunity  offisred  for  sending  com 
munications  north. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary, 

P.  S.^In  our  captures  off  Elizabeth  City  some  39  prisoners,  officers  and  mec 
belonging  to  the  confederate  navy,  were  taken  by  our  vessels.  I  have  pq 
them  all  on  parole,  as .  we  could  not  conveniently  dispose  of  them  other*  vi 
Each,  however,  was  made  to  sign  a  paper  pledging  his  sacred  honor  that,  nnil 
duly  exchanged,  he  would  neither  take  up  arms  against  the  United  States,  s«n 
against  them  in  any  manner  or  way,  nor  divulge  anything  he  may  have  hear 
or  seen  during  his  captivity.  I  sent  to  General  Huger  a  full  account  of  t)^ 
transaction.  "When  I  say  "  all,'*  I  mean  all  that  wished  to  be  released  on  paniW 
Nine  of  the  number  pi-eferred  to  remain  with  us,  and  positively  declinwi  t 
return  again  to  the  rebel  service  or  country.  If  found  reliable,  they  will  k 
shipped  by  us,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  L.  M.  G. 


U.  S.  Flao-Stbamer  Philadelphia, 
Of  Roanoke  Inland,  N.  C„  February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  released  on  parole  the  undermentioned  individual:*,  n 
cently  serving  in  the  confederate  navy,  and  captured  by  vessels  belonging  to  ll 
navy  of  the  United  States.    Each  has  signed  a  paper  worded  as  follows : 

"Off  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina, 
On  hoard  U.  S,  vennel-of-war,  February  12,  1862. 

*<  Belonging  to  the  confederate  States  navy,  and  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war  1^ 
the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  I,  understanding  that  this  paper  is  inteaJtj 
to  release  me  on  parole,  do  hereby  pledge  my  sacred  honor  that,  until  duly  e^ 
changed,  I  will  neither  take  up  arms  against  the  United  States,  serve  agtUiij 
them  in  any  manner  or  way,  nor  divulge,  to  their  prejudice,  anything  1  mi 
have  heard  or  seen  during  my  captivity." 

Their  names  and  rank  are — 

J.  W.  Cooke,  lieutenant  commanding ;  J.  W.  B.  Greenhow,  surgeon ; 
McCarrick,  master  commanding ;  Jerry  Bowden,  colored  boy ;  Stephen  lkAJ*Ic 
seaman;  Thomas  T.  Baum,  ordinary  seaman;  Eames  Williams,  lantL^mnij 
John  Thornton,  ordinary  seaman;  James  Bamett,  seaman;  Iowa  Grt»g^»il 
ordinary  seaman ;  Elias  Williams,  seaman ;  James  A.  Peters,  midshipman :  \ 
P.  Wohmsley,  third  assistant  engineer ;  George  Livingston,  captain's  cIcTk;  M 
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McCarrick,  master's  mate ;  Jobn  W.  Young,  seaman ;  J.  W.  Ballance,  landsman ; 
John  W.  Phillips,  quartermaster ;  Thomas  Johnston,  gunner's  mate ;  John  A. 
Wilson,  seaman ;  William  Mara,  second  class  ^reman ;  James  T.  Sullivan,  ordi- 
nary seaman;  J.  J.  Henderson,  third  assistant  engineer;  Junius  Hanks,  third 
a^m^tant  engineer;  Reuben  Willis,  pilot;  Joseph  F,  Weaver,  carpenter;  Alfred 
Rrid,  officer's  cook ;  Josiah  W.  Butt,  quartermaster ;  Edwin  T.  R,  Jones,  car- 

r Iter's  mate ;  John  W.  Horton,  ship's  cook ;  George  W.  Dowdy,  seaman ;  Jas. 
Day,  seaman ;  William  R.  Scruggs,  second  lieutenant,  company  D.  artilleij 
eorps.  Wise  legion. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  all  of  the  above  obligations,  under  which  they  havo 
lolontarily  placed  themselves,  will  be  religiously  observed;  and  that  no  coun- 
Uaianoe  whatever  will  be  given  to  them  from  any  quarter  to  do  otherwise. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag' Officer  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Major  General  Benjamin  Hugbb,  • 

Commanding  Department,  Sfc.t  Norfolk,  Fa. 

Indorsement  on  the  copy  of  the  above  letter  transmitted  to  the  department. 

I  beg  to  send  this  copy  of  my  communication  to  General  Huger,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  releasing,  on  parole,  the  prisoners  recently  taken  by  us,  to  the  depart- 
ajpnt 

Most  respectfully, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag' Officer. 
Fbbbcary  14, 1862. 

P.  S. — ^E.  Holt  Jones,  assistant  surgeon,  confederate  navy,  has  also  been  simi- 
liriy  released,  he  having  signed  a  paper  precisely  like  the  above.  This  fact,  I 
^•^  to  say  to  the  department,  has  not  yet  been  made  known  to  General  Huger. 
Ih,  Jones  was  released  yesterday,  at  Elizabeth  City,  by  Gonuuander  Rowan, 
ifreeably  to  my  orders.  The  rest  of  the  prisoners  were  released  here,  off 
ii^Doke  Island,  by  me,  they  having  been  sent  to  this  place  for  me  to  dispose 
«i  them  by  Commander  Rowan. 

All  the  prisoners  taken  at  Elizabeth  City  amount,  as  nearly  as  I  can  ascer- 
tain, to  43,  instead  of  39,  as  mentioned  in  my  official  despatch,  of  whom  10  are 
officers.  L.  M.  G. 


I^npatchjrom  Flag- Officer  Goldahorough,  forwarding  offi>cial  account  of  visits 
to  Edenton  and  Currituck  canal,.  North  Carolina. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Of  Roanoke  Island,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  No.  142  I  have  received  the  official  account  of  the  visits  of 
"^  Teasels  to  Edenton,  and  also  to  the  Currituck  canal — the  latter  being  the 
p^'palar  designation  of  the  link  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  connecting 
X^'fth  river  with  Currituck  sound — and  have  the  honor  to  forward  copies  of 
iW  to  you  herewith.  As  you  will  perceive,  sir,  the  obstructions  of  this  link 
»»•"»,  mostly,  the  work  of  the  enemy.  They  are  doubtless*  sufficient  to  stop 
f^fi-ctiwlly  aU  navigation  through  the  Currituck  canal  until  they  be  removed,  to 
^  which  will  require  no  inconsiderable  labor. 
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It  escaped  me  to  mention,  in  my  last  commnnicotion,  that  the  light-hoaM  at 
Gape  HatteraA  may  now  be  lighted  with  perfect  8afetY»  and  I  would  respecti'ally 
Bnggest  that  this  should  be  done  forthwith  by  the  direction  and  agents  of  oor 
Ught-honse  Board. 

I  also  forward  to  yon  herewith  a  number  of  printed  documents  and  mssn- 
script  papers  found  on  board  the  enemy's  flag-steamer  Sea  Bird  at  the  time  of 
her  capture.     Some  of  them,  at  least,  will  be  of  use  to  the  department 

The  names  of  the  men-of-war  yessels  captured  and  destroyed  by  our  veflsok 
since  we  reached  this  island  are  as  follows :  Flag-steamer  Sea  Bird,  destrojed; 
steamer  Forest,  destroyed;  steamer  Curlew,  destroyed;  steamer  Fanny,  d^ 
Btroyed;  steamer  Ellis,  captured;  steamer  Black  Warrior,  destroyed;  and  a  nev 
gunboat  on  the  stocks  at  Elizabeth  City,  also  destroyed— making  seven  ye»»ek 
in  all ;  and  each  of  the  first  six,  I  may  add,  was  remarkably  well  armed  u  i 
gunboat.  All  of  them,  except  the  Onrlew,  were  destroyed  or  captured  in  tk 
attack  at  Elizabeth  City ;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  the  whole  of 
them,  saying,  of  course,  the  one  on  the  stocks,  were  struck  by  oar  projectiles  of 
one  kind  or  another  in  the  course  of  the  engagement  they  had  with  us  off  bere 
on  the  7th  instant.  The  Curlew,  during  tne  engagement  of  the  7th,  was  po 
badly  injured  by  one  of  our  100-pounder  shells  that  she  was  compelled  to  sa'k 
shelter  close  under  Fort  Forrest,  where,  as  soon  as  our  yessels  burst  throogfa 
the  double  row  of  extensiye  obstructions,  (formed  by  piles  and  sunken  vt^seb, 
and  at,  as  we  are  credibly  informed,  a  cost  of  $400,000,)  in  order  to  get  at  ki, 
and  also  attack  the  fort,  she  was  set  on  fire  by  her  own  crew,  and,  almost  simnl' 
taneously,  the  fort,  too,  shared  the  same  fate  from  the  hands  of  those  who  w^n* 
in  it.     In  about  an  hour  afterward,  in  the  dark  of  the  eyening,  both  blew  up. 

May  I  be  permitted  again  to  urge  that  as  many  of  the  new  gunboats  of  ligbt 
draught  as  can  possibly  be  spared  should  be  sent  to  me  at  the  earliest  moment  I 
Those  haying  a  rudder  at  each  end,  and  drawing,  at  most,  not  oyer  eight  feet  of 
water,  are  the  only  ones  suitable  for  our  purposes.  I  should  be  happy  to  be 
permitted  to  assign  commanders  to  them,  after  they  reach  here,  from  among  the 
gallant  and  tried  officers  I  now  haye  with  me,  and  to  transfer  the  individuals 
who  may  bring  them  here  to  the  vacant  commands  that  this  arrangement  vill 
occasion. 

The  best  of  our  yessels  now  here  are  but  exceedingly  frail  affidrs  agaioM 
either  forts  or  batteries  of  consequence,  and  have  to  be  handled  almost  as  care* 
fiilly  as  though  they  represented  baskets  of  eggs.  Several  of  them  alrrady 
require  extensiye  repairs ;  more,  I  fear,  in  some  cases  than  we  can  effect  ber^ 
with  our  own  resources,  which,  howeyer,  shall  be  strained  to  the  utmost.  Thrii 
own  guns  shake  them  so  violently  that  their  much  continued  use  must  result  in 
a  disintegration  of  hulls.  Lighter  guns  would  avaO  nothing  against  tlione  of  tht^ 
enemy,  nearly  all  of  which  are  heavy  and  thoroughly  well  appointed.  Hi«  ft* 
vorite  gun  is  the  32-pounder,  of  fifty-seven  and  sixty-three  hundred  weight, 
beautifully  fortified  at  the  breech  end  by  a  long  and  massive  wrought  in>Q 
cylindricid  ring,  and  so  rifled  in  the  bore  as  to  admit  of  the  use  of  round  chot 
and  grape,  as  well  as  shells,  by  the  simple  interposition  of  a  junk  wad  betweea 
the  cnarge  of  powder  and  the  shot  or  stand  of  grape.  The  range  is  admimbK 
The  charge  he  uses  is  eight  pounds  of  powder,  but  our  impression  is  that  tbt^ 
quality  of  his  powder  is  quite  inferior  to  our  own ;  and,  judging  from  the  ^^ 
ing  of  some  of  it  on  paper,  this  is  certainly  the  case.  All  his  forts  and  yeu^l* 
that  we  have  examined  are  provided  with  these  guns.  Very  wisely,  io  roj 
judgment,  he  does  not  use  the  percussion  ftise;  the  only  one  Uiat  he  dof^  u^^ 
so  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  is  the  ordinary  metallic  time-fuse— precisely  (JV^ 
even  to  the  nm  of  the  screw — ^regulated  in  length  so  as  to  answer  up  to  iwent j- 
^ve  seconds.  In  all  our  attacks  percussion  fuses  have  proved  not  only  worthkffi 
but  dangerous  to  ourselves.    We  have  already  securea  a  number  of  hie  gnns  <« 
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tbe  kind  I  describe.     His  ordnance  arrangements  throughout  exhibit  great  skill 
ud  ingeDuity — admirable  workmanship. 

The  very  dJatorbed  state  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina;  their  great  anxietj 
to  ascertain  the  real  object  of  our  miBsion;  and  the  belief  that  good  will  ensue, 
hare  induced  General  Bumside  and  myself  to  issue  a  proclamation,  a  copy  of 
whkh  will  accompany  thisL 

On  the  18th  instant  I  authorised  Commander  Bowan  to  take  with  him  a  num- 
ber of  our  vessels  and  a  regiment  of  the  army,  proceed  up  the  Chowan  river, 
enter  the  Blackwater  and  Nottoway  rivers,  and  destroy  the  two  bridges  of  the 
Seaboard  and  £oanoke  raib^ad  crossing  these  streams ;  and  yesterday  I  au 
thoriied  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers  to  take  charge  of  an  army  stern-wheel 
susuaeti  with  two  of  our  armed  launches  in  tow,  and  some  three  hundred  of  the 
anny  on  board*  to  proceed  into  Currituck  sound  and  there  destroy  some  import- 
am  ttk  works  in  toe  neighborbood  of  Old  Currituck  inlet.  Both  expeditions 
are  still  absent*  nor  have  I  as  yet  received  any  tidings  from  either  of  them, 
although  momentarily  expecting  to  hear  that  each  has  been  success^.  I  shall 
keep  this  open  to  the  last  moment  of  the  departure  of  the  Baltimore,  under  the 
hope  of  being  enabled  to  inform  you  certainly  of  results. 

FArnanf  21. — ^I  have  heard  from  both  expeditions.  Nothing,  I  believe,  has 
yet  been  done  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  the  objects  proposed.  The  salt 
works  tamed  oat  to  be  a  worthless  concern,  and  they  could  not  be  approached 
bj  the  vessel  we  despatched*  although  she  draws  less  watex  than  anything  we 
bare  on  hand. 

Very  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 


PR0CLAMATI05T. 


RoANOKB  Island,  N.  C,  February  18,  1862. 

The  miision  of  our  joint  expedition  is  not  to  invade  any  of  your  rights,  but 
to  awert  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  to  close  with  you  the  desolating 
war  brought  upon  your  State  by  comparatively  a  few  bad  men  in  your  midst, 
lofloenoed  infinitdy  more  by  the  worst  passions  of  human  nature  than  by  any 
tafaow  of  elevated  reason,  they  are  still  urging  vou  astray  to  gratify  their  unholy 
porposes.  They  impose  upon  your  credulity  by  telling  you  of  wicked  and  even 
diabolical  intentions  on  our  part;  of  our  desire  to  destroy  your  freedom,  demolish 
joar  property,  liberate  your  slaves,  injure  your  women,  and  such  like  enormi- 
tK8;  all  of  which,  we  assure  you*  is  not  only  ridiculous,  but  utterly  and  wilfully 

We  are  Christians  as  well  as  yourselves,  and  we  profess  to  know  full  well 
tnd  to  feel  profoundly  the  sacred  obligations  of  that  character.  No  apprehen- 
*Miu  need  be  entertained  that  the  demands  of  humanity  or  justice  will  be  dis- 
^rded.  We  shall  inflict  no  injury  unless  forced  to  do  so  by  your  own  acts, 
aiui  upon  thia  yon  may  confidently  rely. 

Those  men  are  your  worst  enemies.  l*hey,  in  truth,  have  drawn  you  into 
Joor  present  condition,  and  are  the  real  disturbers  of  your  peace  and  the  hap- 
|»oe«s  of  your  firesides.  We  invite  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Constitution,  and 
m  thai  of  virtuous  loyalty  and  civilization,  to  separate  yourselves  at  once  from 
their  maHgn  influence*  to  return  to  your  allegiance,  and  not  compel  us  to  resort 
farther  to  the  force  under  our  control.    The  government  asks  only  that  its  au- 


232       BEPORT  OF  THE  8ECRETART  OF  THE  KAYT. 

thoritj  may  be  recognized,  and,  we  repeat,  in  no  manner  or  way  does  it  desire 
to  interfere  with  your  laws  constitutionally  established,  your  institutionB  of  anj 
kind  whatever,  your  property  of  any  sort,  or  your  usages  in  any  respect. 

L,  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag- Officer,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadnm. 

A,  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Department  of  North  Carolima. 


United  States  Steamer  LouisiANj^f 
Of  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel,  acoompanifd 
by  the  Underwriter,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffera,  the  Commodore  Penr, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser,  and  the  Lockwood,  Acting  Master  Gnivt!< 
commanding,  to  the  city  of  Edenton,  west  end  of  Albemarle  sound. 

At  half-past  8  o'clock  this  morning  we  arrived  off  the  entrance  to  the  harbor, 
and  after  a  careful  reconnoissance,  we  passed  in,  the  Lockwood  in  the  advHnce. 
to  keep  the  larger  vessels  informed,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  depth  of  wator  iti 
the  channel,  or  of  the  appearance  of  earthworks  on  the  banks.  At  10  o'clock 
we  had  undisturbed  possession  of  the  town ;  part  of  a  flying  artillery  regimenti 
variously  estimated  from  one  hundred  to  three  hundred,  fled  precipitately  with- 
out firing  a  shot.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  also  left,  in  consequence,  I  was  told, 
of  a  vile  rumor  having  been  put  in  circulation  by  the  panic-stricken  enemy  that 
our  havoc  was  indiscriminate  off  Elizabeth.  I  was  happy  in  being  able  tn 
stigmatize  such  a  report  as  it  deserved,  and  to  restore  quiet  to  a  very  excited 
population. 

There  are  no  fortifications  at  or  in  the  water  approaches  to  Edenton.  Xev 
Homblow's  Point  trees  have  been  felled,  possibly  with  a  view  to  the  con- 
struction of  works.  Among  the  results  of  the  expedition  are  the  destruction  of 
eieht  cannon  and  one  schooner  (on  the  stocks)  at  Edenton.  We  captured  two 
schooners  in  the  sound,  one  having  four  thousand  bushels  of  com.  We  aL^n 
took  six  bales  of  cotton  from  the  custom-house  wharf.  There  were  no  public 
stores  in  the  town ;  the  custom-house  was  empty.  We  remained  two  boan* 
abreast  of  the  town,  and  were  visited  by  the  authorities  and  others,  many  of 
whom  professed  sentiments  of  loyalty  to  the  old  Union. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MURRAY, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Second  Column  of  Naval  Division, 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  Albemarle  Sound, 


United  States  Steamer  Underwriter, 

Mouth  of  North  river,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  parting  Company  with  you  at  this  place  yesterday  afternoon  I  pro- 
ceeded in  the  Lockwood,  Acting  Master  Graves,  accompanied  by  the  Shawmhei'Ti 
and  Whitehead,  towing  a  couple  of  schooners,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Albemarle  canal.  I  discovered  two  small  steamers  and  three  scliooners 
about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  up  the  canal,  and  that  the  mouth  of  the  canal  wnd 
obstructed. 

A  picket,  stationed  near  the  mouth,  fired  their  muskets  to  give  the  alarm,  and 
a  large  body  of  men,  whose  muskets  glitt^^d  in  the  sunshine,  got  under  cover 
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of  the  point  wHere  the  vessels  were.  I  immediate]  j  moved  up  within  a  couple 
of  hundred  yards  of  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  until  all  the  vessels  grounded,  and 
ordered  the  Whitehead  to  open  fire  with  her  9-inch  guns.  But  three  shells 
were  fired,  when  the  whole  body  precipitately  fled. 

On  going  on  shore  I  found  that  a  schooner  had  been  sunk  about  fifty  yards 
within  the  mouth,  supported  by  piles,  logs,  &c.,  forming  a  complete  barrier.  I 
advanced  a  picket  of  fifteen  men,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Graves, 
followed  by  the  machinists  of  the  Louisiana,  with  crowbars,  mauls,  &;c.  At  the 
distance  of  half  a  mile  a  second  row  of  piles  had  been  driven ;  they  were  at 
work  on  this  when  we  surprised  them.  The  steamers  and  schooners  had  leflt 
before  we  landed ;  but  a  fine  large  dredging  machine  remained,  and  this  we 
floon  saw  sinking.  This  sunk  diagonally  across  the  canal,  closing  it  entirely 
for  the  passage  of  the  smallest  vessel,  being,  say,  ten  feet  from  one  bank,  and 
six  from  the  other.  The  machinery  was  entirely  destroyed  by  the  working 
party ;  the  hull  above  water  burned  and  entirely  consumed. 

A  resident,  named  Stone,  having  a  store  at  this  point,  was  interrogated,  and 
^ted  that  the  force  seen  was  the  remnant  of  the  Wise  legion,  commanded  by 
Wise  in  person,  and  numbering  six  hundred  men.  Captain  Graves,  with  a  few 
men,  followed  their  rear  guard  to  the  county  bridge.  This  is  the  thoroughfare 
between  Currituck  and  the  upper  counties,  and  there  was  a  batterv  of  three 
^118  placed  to  command  the  canal  and  main  road.  The  guard  had  been  re- 
moved. 

In  their  haste  they  left  the  axes  used  in  destroying  the  dredging  machine, 
Mnne  canteens,  haversacks,  and  clothing.  In  fact,  as  a  contraband  deserter 
from  the  legion  at  Elizabeth  City  told  me,  ''  Ever  since  that  fight  in  western 
Virginia,  in  which  we  lost  five  hundred  men,  we  have  been  running  all  the 
time,  and  now  they  will  never  stop  until  they  get  back  to  Richmond." 

I  completed  the  rebel  work  by  sinking  two  schooners  in  the  mouth  of  the 
ana],  and  burning  all  that  remained  above  water.  The  work  completed,  I 
returned  to  this  anchorage.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Acting  Master  Graves  and 
AanHtant  Engineer  Lay,  acting  chief  of  the  Louisiana,  for  the  complete  manner 
in  which  my  directions  were  carried  out. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLLA.M  N.  JEFFERS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Mubray, 

Senior  Officer  Commanding  Expedition. 


Comnutnder  Itowan*s  report  of^  the  engagement  at  Winton^  North  Carolina^  on 

the  19M  and  20th  February ,  18C2. 

United  States  Steamer  Delaware, 
Oroatan  Sounds  Roanoke  Island^  February  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  left  Croatan  sound  on  the  aft^emoon  of  the  18th  on  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  Chowan  ryv^r.  The  Hunchback  and  Barney,  having  on  board  the  9th 
y^mMit  of  New  York  volunteers,  (Hawkins's  zouaves,)  were  to  follow  as  soon 
&<*  postftble.  The  commanders  of  these  vessels  were  directed  to  rendezvous  off 
Edeoton,  there  to  await  my  arrival. 

I  reached  Elizabeth  City  in  this  ship  at  5  o'clock  the  same  evening,  and, 
^thoQt  anchoring,  ordered  the  force  there,  consisting  of  the  Louisiana,  Perry, 
Mone,  Lockwood,  and  Whitehead,  to  weigh  and  follow  me.  I  stood  up  the 
Moad,  and  at  midnight  found  the  Barney  at  anchor.  The  Hunchback  having 
grooaded  in  the  Croatan  sound,  I  anchored  for  the  night  to  await  her  arrival. 
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On  the  moTDing  of  the  19th  I  moved  the  force  to  the  head  of  the  sound,  and 
sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  to  make  a  reconnoisBance  of  Plymouth  in 
the  Loekwood.    The  Hunchback  came  up  in  the  meantime  and  anchored,     I 
determined  to  leave  the  force  off  the  month  of  the  Roanoke  to  await  Captain 
Murray's  return,  and  started  in  this  vessel,  accompanied  by  the  Perry*  for 
Winton,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  Union  men  said  to  be  in 
arms  at  that  place,  leaving  orders  for  Captain  Murray  to  follow  me  witli  all  the 
vessels  as  soon  as  he  returned.     Being  desirous  of  reaching  Winton  at  an  early 
hour,  I  directed  Captain  Quackenbush  to  go  at  full  speedl    At  4  p.  nu  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  19th  came  in  sight  of  the  wharf  and  houses  at  the  landing  at 
Winton,  the  town  being  hid  by  a  high  bluff  covered  with  oak  trees.     Bang^ing 
up  past  the  wharf  and  bluff,  where  a  negro  woman  stood,  apparently  to  asdore 
us  that  no  danger  need  be  apprehended,  we  were  in  the  aqt  of  letting  go  the 
anchor,  when  suddenly  a  force  consisting  of  the  first  battery  of  North  Carolina 
volunteers  and  a  battery  of  light  artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
W.  T.  Williams,  of  the  first  batt-ery  of  North  Carolina  volunteers,  opened  a  ter^ 
rific  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  on  this  vessel.     Volley  succeeded  volley  in 
rapid  succession,  striking  us  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  times  with  musketry, 
but  his  artillery  overshot  us.    We  were  too  close  under  the  highland  to  return 
the  fire  immediately.   Steamed  ahead  and  turned,  after  some  trouble,  and  opened 
fire  from  our  shell  gun.     The  Perry,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flnsser,  beiiij^  in 
position,  promptly  threw  a  shrapnell  among  the  forces,  which  was  foUowed  by 
this  ship  as  soon  as  Captain  Quackenbush  coiild  extricate  her  from  her  position 
and  turn  the  ship  in  the  narrow  river.     I  ran  down  past  the  enemy,  and  an* 
chored  my  force  about  seven  miles  below  Winton.    Colonel  Hawkina  and  1 
decided  to  return  next  morning  to  Winton.    At  early  daylight  on  the  20th 
moved  up  to  Winton,  the  leading  vessels  threw  a  few  shrapnell  on  shore  to  cover 
the  landing  of  the  troops.     In  a  few  moments  Colonel  Hawkins  had  possession 
of  the  bluff,  supported  by  two  of  our  howitzers.    The  troops  moved  back 
towards  the  town,  and,  meeting  with  no  opposition,  entered  it,  and  destroyed  a 
quantity  of  military  stores,  tents,  arms,  knapsacks,  &c.,  and  the  quarters  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  the  enemy.     1  made  signal  **  embark  troops,"  which  wad 
promptly  complied  with,  and  withdrew  my  force,  bringing  off  a  small  schooner 
found  at  the  wharf,  and  returned  to  this  place,  having  despatched  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Flnsser,  of  the  Perry,  and  the  Whitehead  to  watch  Elizabeth  City. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  showed  their  usual  coolness  on  this  trying 
occasion.  I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice  Mr.  Grabaudan,  my  derk,  acting 
as  aid  and  signal  officer,  who  was  with  Captain  Quackenbush  and  myself  on 
the  upper  deck.  He  is  desirous  of  an  appointment  in  the  marine  corps.  1  he^ 
your  kind  offices  for  him.  I  must  not  forget  to  mention  the  coolness  and  pres- 
ence of  mind  of  the  pilot,  Nasa  Williams,  who,  in  one  of  the  most  exnosed  posi- 
tions in  the  ship,  was  true  to  his  trust,  and  was  found  at  the  wneel  when 
Captain  Quackenbush  went  there  to  give  him  orders.  A  sum  of  money  to  this 
poor  man  would  be  his  best  reward. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  C.  ROWAN, 
Coming  U.  S*  Naval  Flotilla  in  Pandico  Soumi 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GtOLDSborouoh,  ^ 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 
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Captain.  John  MartUnCn  report  of  the  Merrimack^ %  attack  and  the  arrival  of 

the  Monitor. 

UiviTBD  States  Steamer  Eoaivoke, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  jon  that  yesterday  at  one  o'clock  one  of  the 
loftkoQt  TeBseLi  reported,  hy  sisals,  that  the  enemy  was  coming  out     I  im- 
mediately ordered  the  Minnesota  to  get  under  way,  and,  as  soon  as  the  two  tugs 
appoint^  to  tow  this  ship  came  alongside,  I  slipped  our  cable.    The  Merrimack 
was  soon  discorered  passing  out  by  Sewall's  Point,  standing  up  towards  Newport 
News,  accompanied  hy  several  small  gunboats.     £yery  exertion  was  made  by 
us  to  get  all  the  speed  on  the  Boanoke  that  the  two  tugs  were  capable  of  giving 
ber;  but.  In  conseqence  of  our  bad  steerage,  we  did  not  get  ahead  as  rapidly  as 
we  desired  to.    The  Merrimack  went  up  and  immediately  attacked  the  Congress 
and  Cumberland,  but  particularly  the  latter  ship,  which  was  hid  from  us  by  the 
knd.    When  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Fortress  Monroe  the  Minnesota 
grounded.     We  continued  to  stand  on,  and  when  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Cum- 
berland we  saw  that  she  had  careened  over,  apparently  full  of  water.     The 
enemy,  who  had  been  joined  by  two  or  three  steamers  from  the  James  river, 
now  devoted  themselves  exclusively  to  the  Congress,  but  she  being  aground 
emild  brin^  hut  five  guns  to  bear  on  them,  and  at  ten  minutes  before  four  o'clock 
we  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  her  haul  down  her  flag.     I  continued  to  stand 
00  QntQ  we  f^und  ourselves  in  tluee  and  a  half  fathoms  of  water  and  were  on 
the  ground  astern.     Finding  that  we  could  go  no  further,  I  ordered  one  of  the 
tngB  to  tow  us  round,  and  as  soon  as  the  Roanoke's  head  was  pointed  down  the 
bay  and  I  found  she  was  afloat  again,  I  directed  the  tugs  to  go  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Minnesota,  under  the  hope  that,  with  the  assistance  of  the  two  others 
which  had  aooompanied  her,  they  would  be  able  to  get  her  off,  but  up  to  the 
time  that  I  now  write  they  have  not  succeeded  in  doing  so.    At  five  o'clock  the 
higate  St.  Lawrence,  in  tow  of  the  Cambridge,  passed  us,  and  not  long  after  she 
ilso  groondcd,  but  by  the  lud  of  the  Cambridge  she  was  got  afloat  again,  and 
bemg  unable  to  render  any  assistance  to  the  Minnesota,  came  down  the  harbor, 
la  passing  the  batteries  at  Sewall's  Point,  both  going  and  returning,  the  rebels 
opraed  fire  on  us,  which  was  returned  from  our  pivot  guns,  but  the  range  was 
too  gieat  for  them,  whfle  the  enemy's  shot  fell  far  beyond  us.    One  shot  went 
tbrongh  our  foresails,  cutting  away  two  of  our  shrouds,  and  several  shell  burst 
oTer  aod  near  the  ship,  scattering  their  fragments  on  the  deck.     Between  seven 
tod  eight  o'clock  we  discovered  that  the  r^ls  had  set  fire  to  the  Congress,  and 
rhe  Gontinoed  .to  bum  tUl  one  o'clock,  when  she  blew  up.     This  was  a  melan- 
choly satisfiiction  to  me,  for  as  she  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  it 
wte  fax  better  to  have  her  destroyed  than  she  should  be  employed  against  us 
^  some  fbture  day.    It  was  the  impression  of  some  of  my  officers  that  the  rebels 
boLsted  the  French  ^SLg,  but  I  could  not  make  it  out.    At  eight  o'clock  I  heard 
that  the  Monitor  had  arrived,  and  soon  after  Lieutenant  Commanding  Worden 
ttme  on  board,  and  I  immediately  ordered  him  to  go  up  to  the  Minnesota,  hoping 
phe  would  be  able  to  keep  off  an  attack  on  the  Minnesota  till  we  had  got  her 
^oat  again.    This  morning  the  Merrimack  renewed  the  attack  on  the  Minnesota, 
but  6he  found,  no  doubt  greatly  to  her  surprise,  a  new  opponent  in  the  Monitor. 
The  contest  has  been  going  on  during  most  of  the  day  between  these  two  armored 
vessels,  and  most  beautifully  has  the  little  Monitor  sustained  herself,  showing 
bereelf  capable  of  great  endurance.    I  have  not  received  any  official  accounts 
of  the  loss  of  the  Congress  and  Cumberland,  but  no  doubt  shall  do  so,  when  it 
will  he  transmitted  td  you. 

I  should  do  injustice  to  this  military  department  did  I  not  inform  you  that 
every  assistance  was  freely  tendered  to  us,  sending  five  of  their  tugs  to  the 


2  36       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY. 

relief  of  the  Minnesota,  and  offering  all  the  aid  in  their  power.  I  woold  al«o 
beg  leave  to  say  that  Captain  Poor,  of  the  ordnance  department,  kindly  volun- 
teered to  do  duty  temporarily  on  board  this  ship,  and  from  whom  I  hare  received 
much  assistance.  I  aid  hope  to  get  this  off  by  this  day's  mail,  but  I  have  been 
BO  constantly  employed  that  I  fear  I  shall  not  do  so. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MARSTON, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Captain  John  Marston  states  several  omissions  in  former  reports. 

Unitkd  States  Steamer  Roanoke, 

New  York,  March  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  constant  pressure  on  my  mind  for  the  last  few  days  previonB  to  my 
leaving  Hampton  Roads,  caused  by  the  multitudinous  duties  devolving  upon  me, 
led  me  unintentionally  to  omit  reporting  several  things  which  it  was  my  duty  to 
have  informed  you  o^  which  omissions  I  trust  you  will,  under  the  circnmftanceg, 
pardon  and  overlook. 

On  Monday  the  1 0th  instant,  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  the.  tug  Whitehall,  while 
lying  near  the  landing  at  Fortress  Monroe,  caught  fire,  and  was  in  a  few  minutes 
BO  completely  enveloped  in  flames  that  her  commander.  Acting  Master  Balsier, 
and  crew  had  only  time  to  escape,  saving  nothing  but  the  clothes  they  had  on. 
I  had  Acting  Master  Balsier  on  board  and  questioned  him  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
catastrophe,  but  he  could  form  no  idea  as  to  its  origin,  and  only  knew  that  it 
commenced  in  the  fire-room.  The  destruction  of  the  Whitehall  is  not  a  very 
serious  loss  to  the  government,  as  she  was  so  perfectly  rotten  as  to  have  renden^ 
her,  in  my  opinion,  wholly  unworthy  of  repairs.  Acting  Master  Balsier  being 
entirely  destitute  of  clothing,  and  his  services  not  specially  wanted  here  at  thi^ 
time,  I  gave  him  permission  to  go  to  his  home,  as  I  luso  did  to  most  of  the  officers 
of  the  Congress  and  Cumberland,  with  orders  to  report  from  thence  to  you. 

I  also  omitted  to  inform  you  that,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  had  the  Brandy  wine  towed  up  for  safety  to  Annapolis 
by  the  steamer  Mount  Vernon,  the  latter  vessel  to  go  to  Baltimore  and  complete 
her  repairs.  The  Brandywine  also  would  have  gone  to  Baltimore,  but  she  drew 
too  much  water.  Arrangements  were  made  by  me  previous  to  my  sailing  for 
towing  to  Baltimore  the  gunboat  Mystic  and  the  tugs  Dragon  and  Zouave,  all  of 
which,  it  was  thought  by  Mr.  Fox,  had  better  be  sent  immediately  away ;  the 
execution  of  this  I  left  with  Captain  Van  Brunt.  The  coal  ships,  the  hospital 
ship,  and  the  BrazUiera  were  removed  out  of  range  of  the  gxms  of  the  forti'css 
and  safely  anchored  to  the  eastward  of  it. 

For  these  omissions  on  my  part  I  trust  you  will  pardon  me,  for  no  one  but 
myself  can  form  an  idea  of  the  constant  drain  there  was  on  my  energies. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MARSTON,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Captain  Van  Brunt^s  cuxount  of  the  Altnnesota's  engagement  vrith  the  Memmack. 

United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 

March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  at  12.45  p.  m.,  three  small  Bteamers,  in 
appearance,  vere  discovered  rounding  Se wall's  Point,  and  as  soon  as  they  came 
into  fiill  broadside  view  I  was  convinced  that  one  was  the  iron-plated  steam 
batterj  Merrimack,  from  the  large  size  of  her  smoke-pipe.  They  were  heading 
for  Newport  News,  and  I,  in  obedience  to  a  signal  from  the  senior  officer  present, 
Captain  J.Marston,  immediately  called  all  hands,  <*lipped  my  cables,  and  got  under 
way  for  that  point  to  engage  her.  While  rapidly  passing  Sewall's  Point,  the 
reMi  there  opened  fire  upon  us  from  a  rifle  battery,  one  shot  from  which  going 
tiiroog^  and  crippling  my  mainmast.  I  returned  the  fire  with  my  broadside  guns 
and  forecastle  pivot.  We  ran  without  further  difficulty  within  about  one  and  a 
kdf  miles  of  Newport  News  and  there,  unfortunately,  grounded.  The  tide  was 
mnDing  ebb,  and  although  in  the  channel  there  was  not  sufficient  water  for  this 
ih'w,  which  draws  23  feet,  I  knew  that  the  bottom  was  soft  and  lumpy,  and 
endeavored  to  force  the  ship  over,  but  I  found  it  impossible  to  do  so.  At  this 
time  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  Mcijimack  had  passed  the  fngate  Congress 
and  ran  into  the  sloop-of-war  Cumberland,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  after  I  saw 
the  latter  going  down  by  the  head.  The  Merrimack  then  hauled  off,  taking  a 
p():*ition,  and  about  2.30  p.  m.  engaged  the  Congress,  throwing  shot  and  shell 
into  her  witli  terrific  effect,  while  the  shot  from  the  Congress  glanced  from  her 
imn-plated  sloping  sides  without  doing  any  apparent  damage.  At  3.30  p.  m. 
the  Congress  was  compelled  to  haul  down  her  colors.  Of  the  extent  of  her  loss 
and  iojury  you  will  be  informed  from  the  official  report. 

At  four  p.  m.  the  Merrimack,  Jamestown,  and  Patrick  Henry  bore  down 
npon  my  vessel.  Very  fortunately,  the  iron  battery  drew  too  much  water  to 
come  withiu  a  mile  of  us.  She  took  a  position  on  my  starboard  bow,  but  did 
zu>t  fire  with  accuracy,  and  only  one  shot  passed  through  the  ship's  bow.  The 
other  two  steamers  took  their  position  on  my  port  bow  and  stem,  and  their  fire 
did  mo0t  damage  in  killing  and  wounding  men,  inasmuch  as  they  fired  with 
nfied  gnus ;  but  with  the  heavy  gun  that  I  could  bring  to  bear  upon  them,  I 
drove  them  off,  one  of  them  apparently  in  a  crippled  condition.  I  fired  upon 
the  Merrimack  with  my  pivot  10-inch  gun  without  apparent  effect,  and  at  seven 
p.  m.  she  too  hauled  off,  and  all  three  vessels  steamea  toward  Norfolk. 

The  tremendous  firing  of  my  broadside  guns  had  crowded  me  further  upon 
the  mud  bank,  into  which  the  ship  seemed  to  have  made  for  herself  a  cradle. 
From  10  p.  m.,  when  the  tide  commenced  to  run  flood,  until  four  a.  m.  I  had  all 
hands  at  work  with  steam-tugs  and  hawsers,  endeavoring  to  haul  the  ship  off 
thp  hank,  bat  without  avail;  and  as  the  tide  had  then  fallen  considerably,  I  sus- 
pended further  operations  at  that  time.  At  two  a.  m.  the  iron  battery  Monitor, 
<^^omnuinder  Jno.  L.  Worden,  which  had  arrived  the  previous  evening  at  Hamp- 
ton Boadu,  came  alongside  and  reported  for  duty,  and  then  all  on  board  felt 
that  we  had  a  friend  that  would  stand  by  us  in  our  hour  of  trial. 

At  six  a.  m.  the  enemy  again  appeared,  coming  down  from  Craney  island, 
and  I  beat  to  quarters,  but  they  ran  past  my  ship  and  were  heading  for  Fort- 
R*^  Monroe,  and  the  retreat  was  beaten  to  allow  my  men  to  get  something  to 
C4t.  The  Merrimack  ran  down  near  to  the  Rip-Raps,  and  then  turned  into  the 
channel  through  which  I  had  come.  Again  all  hands  were  called  to  quarters, 
and  when  she  approached  within  a  mile  of  us  I  opened  upon  her  with  my  stem 
f^Mf  and  made  signal  to  the  Monitor  to  attack  the  enemy.  She  immediately 
nui  down  in  my  wake,  right  within  range  of  the  Merrimack,  completely  cover- 
ing my  ship  as  far  as  was  possible  with  her  diminutive  dimensions,  and  much 
to  my  astonishment  laid  herself  right  alongside  of  the  Merrimack,  and  the  con- 
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trast  was  tliat  of  a  pigmy  to  a  giant.  Gun  after  gan  was  fired  hy  the  Monitot, 
which  was  returned  with  whole  broadsides  from  tne  rebels,  with  no  more  effect, 
apparently,  than  so  many  pebble  stones  thrown  by  a  child.  After  a  irhOe  they 
commenced  manoevering,  and  we  could  see  the  little  battery  point  her  bow  fttr 
the  rebels,  with  the  intention,  as  I  thought,  of  sending  a  shot  through  her  bow 
port  hole ;  then  she  would  shoot  by  her,  and  rake  her  through  the  stem,  la 
the  meantime  the  rebels  were  pouring  in  broadside  after  broadside,  but  almost 
all  her  shot  flew  over  the  little  submerged  propeller,  and  when  they  strack  the 
borab-proof  tower,  the  shot  glanced  off  without  producing  any  effect,  cle^riy  es^ 
tablishing  the  fact  that  wooden  vessels  cannot  contend  with  iron-clad  ones;  for 
never  before  was  anything  like  it  dreamed  of  by  the  greatest  enthusiast  in  mar- 
itime warfare. 

The  Merrimack,  finding  that  she  could  make  nothing  of  the  Monitor,  turned  her 
attention  once  more  to  me.  In  the  morning  she  had  put  an  11 -inch  shot  under 
my  counter,  near  the  water  line ;  and  now,  on  her  second  approach,  I  opened 
upon  her  with  all  my  broadside  guns  and  10-inch  pivot— a  broadside  which 
would  have  blown  out  of  water  any  timber  built  ship  in  the  world.  She  re- 
turned my  fire  with  her  rifled  bow  gun,  with  a  shell  woich  passed  through  tbr 
chief  engineer's  state  room,  through  the  engineers'  mess  room,  amidships,  and 
burst  in  the  boatswain's  room,  tearing  four  rooms  all  into  one  in  its  passage,  and 
exploding  two  charges  of  powder,  which  set  the  ship  on  fire,  but  it  was  promptly 
extinguished  by  a  party  headed  by  my  first  lieutenant.  Her  second  shell  wetit 
through  the  boiler  of  the  tug-boat  Dragon,  exploding  it,  and  causing  some  con- 
sternation on  boavd  my  ship  for  the  moment,  until  the  matter  was  explained. 
This  time  I  had  concentrated  upon  her  an  incessant  fire  from  my  gnn  deck, 
spar  deck,  and  forecastle  pivot  guns,  and  was  infonoed  by  my  marine  offictT, 
who  was  stationed  on  the  poop,  that  at  least  fifty  solid  shot  struck  her  on  her 
slanting  side  without  producing  any  apparent  effect  By  the  time  she  had  firt-d 
her  third  shell  the  little  Monitor  had  come  down  upon  her,  placing  herself  be- 
tween us,  and  compelled  her  to  change  her  position,  in  doing  which  she 
grounded ;  and  again  I  poured  into  her  all  the  guns  which  could  be  brooght  to 
bear  upon  her.  As  soon  as  she  got  off  she  stood  down  the  bay,  the  little  bat- 
terv  chasing  her  with  all  speed,  when  suddenly  the  Merrimack  turned  around 
and  run  full  speed  into  her  antagonist  For  a  moment  I  was  anxious ;  but  in- 
stantly I  saw  a  shot  plunge  into  the  iron  roof  of  the  Merrimack,  whidi  sorely 
must  have  damaged  her.  For  some  time  after  this  the  rebels  concentrated  their 
whole  battery  upon  the  tower  and  pilot-house  of  the  Monitor,  and  soon  afitrr 
the  latter  stood  down  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  we  thought  it  probable  she  had 
exhausted  her  supply  of  ammunition,  or  sustained  some  injuiy.  Soon  after  the 
Merrimack  and  the  two  other  steamers  headed  for  my  ship,  and  I  then  felt  to  tho 
fullest  extent  my  condition.  I  was  hard  and  immovably  aground,  and  they 
could  take  position  under  my  stern  and  rake  me.  I  had  expended  most  of  my 
solid  shot,  my  ship  was  badly  crippled,  and  my  officers  and  men  were  worn  oot 
with  fatigue,  but  even  in  this  extreme  dilemma  I  determined  never  to  give  up 
the  ship  to  the  rebels,  and,  after  consulting  with  my  officers,  I  ordered  ever^* 
preparation  to  be  made  to  destroy  the  ship  after  all  hope  was  gone  of  saving  h^r. 

On  ascending  the  poop  deck,  I  observed  that  the  enemy's  vessels  had  chanpni 
their  course  and  were  heading  for  Graney  island.  I  then  determined  to  lighten 
the  ship  by  throwing  overboard  my  eight-inch  gims,  hoisting  oat  provieioD*. 
starting  water,  &c.  At  2  p.  m.  I  proceeded  to  make  another  attempt  to  save  th<r 
ship  by  the  use  of  a  number  of  powerful  tugs  and  the  steamer  S.  K.  Spauldiuj?. 
kindly  sent  to  my  assistance  by  Captain  Talraadge,  quartermaster  at  Fortn*»9> 
Monroe,  and  succeeded  in  dragging  her  half  a  mile  distant  and  then  she  wa^ 
immovable,  the  tide  having  fallen.  At  2  o'clock  this  morning  I  succeeded  in 
getting  the  ship  once  more  afloat,  and  am  now  at  anchor  opposite  Fortress  Monix^c- 
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It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  daring  the  whole  of  these  trying  scenes 
the  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  with  great  courage  and  coolness. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  VAN  BRUNT, 
Captain  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Frigaie  Minnesota. 

Hon.  GiDBON  WbI'LBS, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 

March  10,  1862. 

Sib:  I  most  respectfully  offer  the  following  report  of  ammunition  expended 
OD  the  8th  and  9th  instant: 

78  solid  shot,  10-inch.-  180    shell,  9-inch,  15  seconds. 

169  solid  shot,  9-inch.  35    shell,  8-inch,  15  seconds. 

67  shell,  10-inch,  15  seconds.      5,567^  pounds  service  powder. 

1  abo  wish  to  report  to  you  that  the  battery  requires  refitting,  being  rendered 
Q^lese,  locks  and  sights  broken,  breechiugs,  side  tackles,  and  block  straps  cut, 
bli)ck£  destroyed,  rammers  and  sponges  broken,  &c.  With  what  I  have  on 
band  I  can  equip  ten  9-inch  guns,  besides  the  pivot.  The  clevises  on  the  pivot- 
slide  have  been  carried  away,  and  the  slide  itself  requires  overhauling.  Seven 
of  the  gons  of  the  spar  deck  battery  were  thrown  overboard,  also  the  12  pounder 
bott  howitzer.  A  part  of  the  small  arms  are  missing,  also  belts,  cartridge  boxes, 
Kubbards,  and  frogs.  All  the  articles  put  on  board  the  Whitehall  for  safe-keep- 
mg  are  destroyed,  she  having  been  burnt  last  night. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

CHARLES  W.  HORNER,  Gunner. 
Gaptam  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Commanding  Frigate  Minnesota. 


Umtbd  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va,,  March  10,  1862. 

SiH:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
damiges  bustained  by  this  ship  in  hull,  spars,  and  boats,  in  the  engagements  on 
the  8ui  and  9th  instant,  with  the  rebel  steamers  Merrimac,  Yorktown,  and  one 
other,  name  unknown : 

Port  «u2e.— Received  one  shell  on  after  quarter  at  the  water  line,  which  cut 
tltrongh  the  planking;  one  shell  between  main  and  mizzen  ri^^g,  below  air 
poit  line,  which  passed  through  chief  engineer's  jstate-room,  crossing  and  tearing 
op  the  deck  over  the  cockpit  and  striking  the  clamp  and  knee  in  carpenter's 
lUte-room,  where  it  exploded,  carrying  away  the  bcMun,  clamp,  and  knee,  and 
completely  demolishuig  the  bulkheads,  setting  fire  to  the  same,  and  ripping  up 
t^e  deck.  One  shell  passed  through  hammock  netting  abaft  of  main  rigging, 
Hriking  spar  deck  on  starboard  side  and  cutting  through  four  planks,  then  rico* 
dieting,  carrying  away  truck  and  axle  of  gun-carriage  and  wounding  water- 
ways. Two  shells  passed  through  No.  8  port,  carrying  away  planking,  timbers, 
and  deck  clamps,  and  splintering  several  beams  ana  castings.  One  shell  passed 
through  forward  part  of  No.  6  port,  carrying  away  planking,  timber,  and  upper 
till.  Oae  shell  under  fore  rigging,  which  cut  away  sheet  cable,  penetrating 
pUnkiug  timber  and  splintering  deck  damps. 
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Starboard  side. — One  BbcU  carried  away  hammock  nettings  and  gangwar 
boards.  There  are  several  wounds  on  port  side,  received  from  fragments  of  ex- 
ploded shells.  One  shell  passed  through  the  mainmast,  fourteen  feet  above  deck* 
cutting  awaj  one-third  of  the  mast,  and  bursting  some  of  the  iron  bands.  Ou« 
shell  struck  spar  deck  in  starboard  gangway,  cutting  it  up.  One  p&ssed  from 
port  to  starboard  gangway,  forward  of  mainmast,  where  it  exploded,  woundiLg 
two  boats. 

Very  respectfully, 

EB'ZR  THOMPSON, 
Carptnter  United  States  -A^iry. 
Captain  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 


United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  boatswain's  department  was  injuir-d 
to  the  extent  enumerated  below,  while  engaged  with  the  rebels  on  the  8th  and 
9th  instant: 

Port  side  jib  guy  shot  away.  Main  topmast  pendant  shot  aivay. 

Lower  boom  topping  lifts  falls  shot  Forward  guys  of  lower  booms   shot 

away.  away. 

Port  fore-topsail  brace  shot  away.  Shrouds  in  port  main  rigging  shot 

Port  mizzen-topsail  brace  shot  away.  away. 

Port  main  lift  shot  away.  Fore-topmast  staysail  haUiards   shot 

Port  main  topgallant  clewline  shot  away<  away. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  ATKINSON,  BoaUuntin. 
Captain  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 


Report  of  the  killed  and  tcounded. 


ON  the  MINNESOTA. 


Killed. — Alexander  Winslow,  captain  of  maintop ;  Henry  Smith,  coxswain  ; 
Dennis  Harrington,  captain  mizen  top.     Total  3. 

Wounded. — xJohn  Gunn,  quartermaster  i  Henry  Lcland,  quarter  gunner ;  At- 
well  Keen,  landsman,  loss  of  eye;  Ansel  Richards,  seaman;  Samuel  W.  Hiller, 
ordinary  seaman;  Joyce  Moore  and  Eli  Parris,  colored  landsmen — all  seriously  ; 
Charles  Dunlap,  ordinary  seaman ;  Christopher  Sewall,  coal-heaver,  mortally  ; 
Charles  Thompson  and  John  Clark,  seamen ;  Jos.  Augustus,  Seth  Bennett  and 
Samuel  W.  Thomas,  musicians ;  Julius  Bartlett,  quartermaster,  and  Patrick 
Joyce,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly.     Total  16.  i 

ON  THE  ROANOKE,  (as  per  report  of  Surgeon  Gilchrist.) 
Wounded, — John  McDonald,  3d,  seriously. 

ON  THE  CUMBERLAND,  (as  per  report  of  Surgeon  Charles  D.  Martin.) 

Wounded.    Butt  and  John  Grady,  seamen,  John  Bart,  ordinaxy  seaman, 

John  Fitzpatrick,  coal-heaver,  and  Alexander  McFadden,  marine,  seriouslv; 
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Eihrard  Cobb  and  John  Gardner,  qnartermasters ;  John  Devine,  carpenter's 

mate; Stnjyesant,  master;  John  McGinn,  John  Bates,  and  John  fe.  Cav- 

enangh,  ordinaiy  seamen — slightly.    Total,  12. 

With  the  exception  of  the  first,  the  above  are  reported  as  in  the  military  hos- 
pital at  Fortress  Monroe,  as  well  as  the  following,  who  were  on  the  sick  list  pre- 
rioas  to  the  engagement,  viz :  Joseph  Russell,  quartermaster;  Lochlin  Laying- 
Eton  and  James  Benson,  ordinary  seamen. 

Surgeon  Gilchrist,  of  the  Boanoke,  reports  as  wounded  on  the  Cumberland, 
and  now  on  board  the  Roanoke,  John  Stockwell,  boatswain's  mate,  seriously, 
and  T.  Wade,  first-class  boy,  not  seriously. 

ON  THB  OONORBSS,  (as  per  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  D.  Payne.) 

WmmieA. — Surgeon  Edward  Shippen ;  William  McAbee,  boatswain's  mate ; 
George  Webster  and  William  Chapman,  seamen;  Emmanuel  Denovial,  George 
T.  Dean, and  Thomas  Gannon,  ordinary  seamen;  John  Barritts,  Edwin  G.  Pep- 
per, John  Mcdoskey,  Alexander  Johnson,  John  Bushlin,  (ratings  unknown ;) 
reter  Clancy,  marine,  (wounded  in  neck  and  leg;)  James  Goulding;  (wounded 
in  tfcaJp ;)  Stephen  Brinnen  and  Samuel  Furlong,  99th  New  York  volunteers^ 

all  seriously ;   Rhodes,  pilot ;  Jesse  H.  Jewett,  marine ;  Thomas  Serrin, 

(rating  nnlmown ;) ,  ship's  quartermaster,  and  Charles  Tisman,  corpo- 
ral 99th  New  York  volunteers,  (both  of  whom  died  in  a  short  time,) — mortally ; 
Charles  Tiask,  Charles  Wilson,,  John  Cahill,  and  James  McFaden,  seamen ; 
Speocer  Fish,  William  Bangs,  Henry  Millenbrock,  ordinary  seamen;  David  Fer- 
puon,  landsman ;  and  Lawrence  Furlong,  99th  New  York  volunteers— slightly. 
Total,  30. 

Anistant  Surgeon  Payne  makes  the  following  appended  statement :  '<  It  is 
impo»eihle  to  get  at  the  rate  and  nativity  of  many  of  those  who  died  afler  leav- 
ng  the  ship.  The  wounded  were  all  sent  ashore  oefore  the  ship  was  abandoned. 
Instruments,  books,  records,  &c^  of  the  department  were  all  lost." 

ON  THB  WHITEHALL. 

£iZZe«Z.r— Andrew  Nesbit,  third  assistant  engineer,  and  Charles  0*Conner, 
boj,  instantly ;  Robert  Waugh,  seaman,  mortally  wounded,  and  died  in  a  few 
hoitn. 

IToniicZeJ/— ,  assistant  engineer,  slightly,  in  the  face : ,  returned  to 

4aty. 

ON  THB  DRAGON. 

Wounded. — William  Watson,  master  commanding ;  Benjamin  S.  Hungerford,    ' 
Qiurtennaster;  and  Charles  J.  Frieze,  seaman — severely;  Joseph  McDonald, 
firenum,  seriously. 

Sorgeon  E.  Gflchrist  reports,  as  on  board  the  Roanoke,  and  belonging  to  the 
Congress,  Robot  Rogers,  ordinaiy  seaman,  wounded,  not  seriously. 


Captain  Purmance's  r^ort  of  the  Merrimaek^s  attack. 

UNfTBD  States  Frigatb  St.  Lawrence, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  10,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  on  the  6th  instant, 
m  Lynnhaven  bay,  from  New  York.  After  anchoring,  a  strong  gale  from  the 
Qwvest  commenced,  and  continued  through  the  night  and  following  day.   On 

8 16  • 


A 


242       KEPOBT  OF  THE  8ECBETART  OF  THE  KAYT. 

Satnrdaj  the  wind  abated,  and,  wliile  waiting  for  wind  and  tide,  the  Unitt^d 
States  g;unboat  Cambridge  came  alongside  and  reported  that  the  rebel  stetni-ram 
Merrimack,  and  some  side- wheel  steamers  were  engaging  the  frigates  Congress  and 
Cumberland  at  Newport  News.  At  half-past  2,  we  got  under  way  in  tow  of  the 
Cambridge,  and  when  abreast  of  the  rebel  batteiy  at  Sewell's  Point,  the  batiery 
opened  fire,  one  of  the  shells  exploding  under  the  forepart  of  the  St.  Lawrenci\ 
doing,  however,  no  material  injury.  'The  fire  was  returned,  and,  it  is  believi:il, 
with  some  effect.  The  Cumberland  had,  at  this  time,  gone  down,  having  bf^ik 
ran  into  hj  the  Merrimack,  and  the  Congress  had  surrendered,  after  a  terrible 
slaughter  of  her  men,  and  when  rendered  perfectly  powerless  by  the  fire  of  tL 
rebels.  The  Minnesota  was  aground,  and  was  engaging  the  enemy,  whose  furcr 
consisted  of  the  rebel  steam-ram  and  four  or  five  sidchwheel  gunooats.  Wh 
near  the  Minnesota,  the  St.  Lawrence  grounded,  and  at  that  time  opened  fire^  Lu 
her  shot  did  no  execution,  the  armor  of  the  Merrimack  proving  invulnerable  t 
her  comparatively  feeble  projectiles.  Taking  advantage  of  these  portentous  cir 
cumstances,  the  Merrimack  directed  her  attention  to  firing  several  projectiles  \a 
formidable  dimensions ;  one  of  which,  an  80-pound  shell,  penetrated  the  stsu 
board  quarter  about  four  inches  above  the  water-line,  passed  through  the  pantri 
of  the  ward-room,  and  into  the  state-room  of  the  assistant  surgeon,  on  the  pof 
side,  completely  demolishing  the  bulkhead ;  then  struck  against  a  strong  inn 
bar,  which  secured  the  bull's-eye  of  the  port,  and  returned  into  the  ward-nv^u 
expended.  It  fortunately  did  not  explode,  and  no  person  was  injured.  Tht 
damage  done  by  this  one  shot  proved  the  poVer  of  the  projectiles  which  ^h 
employed,  and  readily  explained  the  destruction  of-  our  wooden  and  antiquate 
fiigates. 

Our  position  at  this  time  was  one  of  some  anxiety.  Being  aground,  the  tnj^ 
Young  America  came  alongside  and  got  us  off;  after  which  a  powerful  bniud^ 
side  fi*em  the  spar  and  eun  decks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  then  distant  about  half'  i 
mile,  thrown  into  the  Merrimack,  induced  her  to  withdraw ;  whether  from  ut^ 
cessity  or  discretion  is  not  known :  certainly  no  serious  damage  could  ha\'f\ 
been  done.  After  which  we  proceeded  slowly  to  the  anchorage,  which  wti 
reached  about  —  p.  m. 

The  Merrimack  again  appeared  the  following  morning,  and  snstainedt  f" 
several  hours,  the  consolidated  fire  of  the  Minnesota  and  Monitor,  abaudoitin 
the  conflict  finally,  but  apparently  unharmed.  The  Minnesota  remained  agrouxi 
during  the  night,  was  supplied  with  additional  ammunition,  and  in  the  morniii^' 
when  attacked  by  the  Merrimack,  fought  her  guns  with  an  energy,  ekill,  an 
indomitable  perseverance  worthy  of  the  noble  and  patriotic  cause  she*  wj 
defending.  Unable  to  move,  ^he  was  forced  to  present  ner  fnll  broadside  to  tb 
enemy,  who  remained  at  long  range,  offering  the  smallest  possible  rurface  to  h 
antagonist  The  Monitor,  whose  performance  more  than  equalled  the  high<c 
expectations,  contributed  most  powerfully  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Merrimack 
and  her  earlier  airival  would  have  prevented  the  unfortunate  loss  of  our  tw 
defenceless  frigates.  All  the  officers  and  crew  zealously  and  efficiently  pcr^ 
formed  their  duties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H,  T.  PUBVIANCE,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretar^f  of  the  Navy^ 
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)tm*r  Rcu^ord^t  report  of  the  lou  of  the  Cumberland,  with  lut  of  those  saved, 

FoRTBBSS  HoNROB,  Va.,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  have  to  report  the  loss  of  the  United  States 
hip  Cumberland,  under  mj  command,  on  tne  8th  instantt  at  Newport  News, 
'ifginia.  I  was  on  board  die  United  States  screw  steam-frigate  Roanoke,  hy 
rder  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  member  of  a  court  of  inquiry,  when 
he  Merrimack  came  out  from  Norfolk.  I  immediately  procured  a  horse  and  pro- 
eeded,  with  all  despatch,  to  Newport  News,  where  I  arrived  only  in  time  to  see 
be  Cumberland  sunk  by  being  run  into  by  the  rebel  iron-clad  steamer  Merrimack, 
nido^h  I  eould  not  reach  the  Cumberland  before  the  action  was  over,  I  have 
he  M^ififaction  of  reporting  that  she  was  fought  as  long  as  her  guns  were  above 
rater.    Every  one  on  board  must  have  done  his  duty  nobly. 

1  iGid  with  this  the  report  of  Lieutenant  G^rge  U.  Morns  of  the  action,  he 
Kso^t  in  my  absence,  the  conmianding  officer;  and  also  the  sui^eon's  report  of 
he  woondeid  saved.  The  loss  was  very  large  in  killed,  wounded,  and  drowned; 
IkoQgh  the  number  cannot  be  ascertained,  enough  is  known  to  make  the  loss 
irer  one  hundred.  I  send,  also,  a  list  of  the  men  known  to  have  been  saved ; 
m  have  no  accurate  means  of  giving  the  names  of  those  lost  or  killed,  as  no 
4Ecer  or  man  brought  anything  on  shore  save  what  he  stood  in;  consequently  I 
1(&T«  BO  muster-roll  of  the  crew. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BADFOBD,  Commander. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Seretary  of  the  Navy. 


Newport  Nbws,  March  9,  1862. 

Sib  :  Yesterday  morning  at  9  a.  m.  discovered  two  steamers  at  anchor  off 
Baiibfield  Point,  on  the  left  hand,  or  western,  side  of  the  river,  distant  about 
Mv^  miles.  A  12  m.  discovered  three  vessels,  under  steam,  standing  down 
^  Elizabeth  river  toward  Sewell's  Point  Beat  to  quarters,  double-breeched 
rl»  gons  on  the  main  deck,  and  cleared  ship  for  action.  At  1  p.  m.  the  enemy 
h^mr  in  sight,  gradually  nearing  us — ^the  iron-clad  steamer  Merrimack,  accom- 
panieii  by  two  steam  gunboats;  they  passed  ahead  of  the  Congress  frigate  and 
^o(A  down  toward  us.  We  opened  fire  on  her;  but  she  stood  on  and  struck  us 
•Adirr  the  starboard  fore-channels,  delivering  her  fire  at  the  same  time.  The 
^tmction  was  great.  We  returned  the  fire,  with  solid  shot,  with  alacrity.  At 
^30  the  water  had  gained  on  us,  notwithstanding  the  pumps  were  kept  actively 
rfiplojed,  to  such  a  degree  that,  the  forward  magazine  bemg  drowned,  we  had 
^uie  powder  from  the  after  magazine  for  the  ten-inch  gun.  At  3.35  the  water 
M  n^pn  to  the  main  hatchway,  and  the  ship  canted  to  port,  and  we  delivered  a 
^  rttQg  fire,  each  man  trying  to  save  himself  by  jumping  overboard.  Timely 
Eice  was  given,  and  all  the  wounded  who  could  walk  were  ordered  out  of  the 
'kpit ;  but  those  of  the  wounded  who  bad  been  carried  into  the  sick-bay  and 
the  berthdeck  were  so  mangled  that  it  was  impossible  to  save  them.  It  is 
M)c»ib1e  for  me  to  individualize,  alike,  officers  or  men ;  all  behaved  in  the  most 
tUot  manner.  lieutenant  Selfndge  and  Master  Stuyvesant  were  in  command 
thf  gua^eck  divisioos,  and  they  did  all  that  noble  and  gallant  officers  could 
.  Actbg  Masters  Bandall  and  Kennison,  who  had  cham  each  of  a  pivot 
ibowed  the  most  perfect  coolness,  and  did  all  they  could  to  save  our  noble 
>^p;  l>Qt,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  without  avail.  Among  the  last  to  leave  the  ship 
Soigeon  Martin  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Kershner,  who  did  all  they  could 
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for  the  wounded  piomptly  and  faithfiiUy.  The  warrant  and  steerage  officers 
coold  not  have  been  more  prompt  and  active  than  thej  were  at  their  difierent 
stations.  The  loss  we  sustainea  I  cannot  jet  inform  yon  of,  but  it  has  been 
very  great.  Chaplain  Lenhart  is  missing;  Master's  Mate  John  Harrington  was 
killed.  I  should  judge  that  we  had  lost  upwards  of  one  hundred  men.  1  can 
only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  all  did  their  duty,  and  we  sank  with  the  American 
flag  at  the  peak. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  U.  MOEBIS. 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer » 
Commander  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Skip  Cumberland. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  12,  1B62. 

Sir  :  Owing  to  the  hurried  manner  in  which  my  official  report  to  Captain 
Badford  was  made,  I  omitted  to  mention  to  you  the  ^Jlant  conduct  of  Lieatenajit 
Charles  Haywood,  United  States  marine  corps,  whose  bravery  upon  the  occmsiou 
of  the  fight  with  the  Merrimack  won  my  highest  applause.  May  I  respectfoUy 
ask  that  this  be  appended  to  my  former  report. 

Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  U.  MORRIS, 
lAeutenantt  United  States  I^Tary, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


List  qfoficers  and  men  saved  from  the  Cumberland, 


Name  and  rank. 


William  Badford •••••.oommander... 

George  U.  Morris. .........lleateDant.... 

Thomas  O.  Selfridge do 

M.  S.  Stayvesant,  W master..... 

Wm.  P.Randall..... acting  master. . 

Wm.  W.  KennlKm.. do.. 

Chas.  Hayward  .......... lleut.  marines.. 

Lewis  Smith pilot 

Chas.  Martin.. ••••.••. .....sargeon  .... 

Ekiward  Kershner  ......  assistant  surgeon. 

Edward  B.  Bell  ...... boatswain... 

Eugene  Madk......  .........gunner 

Wm-  M.  Leighton  ....... ...carpenter  ... 

David  Bmoe  •••••. .........sailmaker... 

Henry  Wyman  ••..••••..master's  mate.. 

K  V.  Tyson do 

Chas,  O'Neil do 

Hugh  Nott . . ... ...  .paymaster's  clerk. 

John  L.  Lephart, drowned  ...chaplain.... 
John  M.  Harrington,  killed,  master's  mate. 

Chas.  Bishop yeoman 

John  T.  Kennard— •••.••— .armorer  .... 

John  De  vine.  ......  •....captain's  mate.. 

^eremi»h  D.  Lamprey... boatswain's  mate. 
John  Stockwell. •.....• ..do. ...... 


Name  and  rank. 


Thomas  Taylor...... gnoner^a  mate  , 

Wm.  PendergTMt  ........ship's  oorpoial  . 

John  Gardner,  W  ........quartennaBier. 

Joseph  Russell,  S  ....-.---....do........ 

John  Farrell  ................  do....... 

John  Harrington. ............. do.... ^., 

Arthur  Woods  .............coxawaln..!, 

James  Briscxw  ........... ..do.... 

William  Lewia do ll[ 

William  Reed..'. a4)taiii  top... 

Henry  Campbell  ..............do....  ..] 

James  Robertson. ......... ..,.do....... 

Wm.  Trott do III 

Thos.  Qraham ...captain  forecaatlel 

John  Hooael ......ctfit.  aftorjguard  .<! 

Abmm  Scott  .-.•••........-..do....... 

Robert  Chase  ......•••••.captaia  bold.!] 

John  Stark.... •.,...... ....cooper...., 

Wm.  H.  Rider — .ship's  stewardl^ 

Samuel  Thomas —officeta*  oook..^ 

Wm.  Romley  •......•-..••.Beamaii..«Il 

Francis  Garland  ....—..— ....do ...^. I] 

William  Mack ..do.. 

Edward  Slattery  ..............do^...**" 

Chas  Forrest. ...•.., ........ .do.... 
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Lift  qf  qfieen  and  men  saved  Ji'&tn  the  Cumberland — Continued. 


Kaaia  and  rank. 


Geo.  W.  Chaae  ——-...... ..8e«man....«, 

JuMs  McLellaa do 

Wniiim  Prank do 

John  Here........ ...........do.-.- .... 

Kittkew  Hern^ do 

John  Roedoo... ....... .,,,.. .do........ 

Katbaoiel  McGowao do 

AeeMMher do 

CbiL  HtiiDstie&  —..-.... do 

Henry  J»nnin.— ...... ...... .do.. ...... 

Wa.  gvIIiTan do 

WB.B«Bny do 

dug.  Onrnej ..............do 

John  Thru do 

JiDMg  Wilson do 

John  Leonard  .-..«.  ... .......do.. ...... 

CUcbS.  HndtfOQ do 

6w.  Barns.... .......... .....do.  ....... 

Hchard  Kelly do 

Cbi&Bonz do 

JMn»Doagla«8— -?.......... .do 

John  Giidj. ..do 

John  Bice..........«...ordiiua7  Beaman.. 

John  Morris.. ............. ...do 

(^cvBsilej do 

IBchiel  Plaiety do 

John  Browa,  Is*..... ....do 

Jtmei  Brown,  M  ..-.• do 

Chis.  Williams do 

John  McGlinii,  W do 

JohnColUns,  Sd.. do 

Wn,  H.  HoTtoo do 

Jwaes  Benson,  8 do 

lAQchlin  liWngstoo,  8 do 

iohn  Bates,  W do 

SMhSoUiTan do 

John  Broirn,  M do 

OwW  8.  Hellaktn do 

OBvw  O'Brien do 

fnadk  Corasn do 

Bt«pb«i  M.  Olner - ..do........ 

^Wck  Meade do 

John  Pay ., do 

^f^Um  B.  Cook do 

W  Bennnm..... do 

J»aeiOrecn do 

ft*Hck  McNamara do 

J«8€«  Welsh do 

•^wwwM.  Hayes do 

p*«««ainan * do 

'•«?«  McCnuskcn...^ do 

Aiiirew  Garry * do 

ww»nJ8  Gardner do 

*;j«muh  DeLsney do 

^^.  fiankin .do ^.. 

^'VtMorrissef  ..............do ... 

Morty  Harrington ..do 

JchaCklWian do 

if^Bnn do 


Name  and  rank. 


John  O'Connel  ............landsman..... 

Peter  BuIHyan ..do 

John  Murray.. .............. .do........ 

Edward  Lyons, do ..., 

David  P.  Harlef do , 

Edward  Donlon —-.......do ., 

John  P.  Edgerly..... do 

Wm.  Burk do 

Wm.  Coleman........... do 

John  Whitter do , 

Martin  P.  Backer do , 

Caleb  Meller  ...^ do , 

John  Meller,. ............ ....do. ....... 

Corn's  Harrington  ......... ...do. ....... 

Jeremiah  Butler  ..............do-......, 

Michael  Steefles  ......  ........do.. , 

James  Lewis  ......  ....... ....do.. ...... 

Gteo.  W.  Batt do 

ThoB.  Moore 1st  class  boy 

Wm.  B.  Dalley do 

Daniel  Collins do '. 

Wm.  8.  Stebbins 2d-cla88  boy..., 

Terence  Wade do 

Joshna  Whitehurst ..Sd-class  boy 

James  H.  Boss...... ...... ^...do .... 

Thos.  Sutton do 

Biiward  A.  Cambridge.. do........ 

Walters.  Gray do 

John  Caucannon  ........  .not  specified.  .  . . 

Timothy  Quialen.. ............ do.. ...... 

Thoi.  Davis do 

Barney  Lynch ......do........ 

Wm.  H.  Hogan. •.•.•....... ..do........ 

Michael  Coyne... ............. do.. ...... 

Patrick  Langdon do 

Michael  Graney. ............. .do. ....... 

Jno.  B.  Cavanangh,  W do 

Michael  Bosmessen ..do 

Wm.  Poole ......  ............do........ 

Thos.  Piti^erald do , 

Benj.  8.  Beed do , 

Michael  Donegan  ...... ....... do........ 

John  Creese.. ............. ...do........ 

Chas.  Doyle.. ............... .do. ....... 

Sylvester  D.  Taylor do 

James  Corscader..... do  .......*. 

JnmesSIowey do 

Alex.  Buchanan do........ 

Alex.  Cfiifrey do 

Michael  Sullivan do..-i.... 

Geo,  Roberts..... -...do 

Jno.  Pimentell do 

Wm.  Eiwell Ido 

Patrick  LHUsrhlin do 

Chris'r  M.  Klchol«on do ,.. 

Wm.  A.  Murray..... do 

Jos.  Connason  ................do.. ...... 

Wm.  Anderson ...do 

Andrew  BnlUvan..... .••..... .do , 
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List  of  officers  and  men  saved  Jrom  the  CKM^ZaiuI— C!ontiniied. 


Name  Mid  rank. 


Name  and  vank. 


Wm.  Carroll,  Int.. ..•••••not  specified. ••. 
Jas.  H.  Carroll................  do........ 

Wm.  Carroll,  2d ...........do........ 

Edward  Seares ......  .........do........ 

Bichaid  Sefton......  ....^ do........ 


Owen  M.  Jonee.... .......do........ 

Dennis  Mc^^-arthy  ....... ......do... 

John  H.  Flynn do........ 

Uicbael  Wal»h do 

Frederick  Baker  ..............do........ 

Bobert  Miller ..  ....••....do........ 

lliomas  Malon  ......  .........do........ 

Michael  Connally  . ..do........ 

John  Cartin.... ....... ....... do. ....... 

Tho8.  Comberton.. ...do........ 

Edward  Flynn ...do. ....... 

James  McLaughlin. ...... .....do. ....... 

Corneliu«9  Fitaemmons.. ...... .do. ....... 

Edward  Cobb,  W do 

James  Engan ... ....... do.. ...... 

Simon  White do........ 

John  McCarthy......... ...... do.. ...... 

Geo.  Roach ..  ...........do........ 

Richard  Tobin do , 

Ljrman  F  Dodge ..do....... 

Daniel  O'Neil  I. do 


Chas.  F.  Knight do 

Edward  Bums.. ............. .do.. ...... 

John  Conncl  .................do........ 

Wm. F.  Wiley •....•...•••.... do.... .... 

Isaac  Fortune  ................do........ 

James  Mcintosh do........ 


Daniel  I.  Lynch.... ...... not  speofiad.... 

John  Doyte . •.....••..••. .do.. ...... 

Thomas  Tracy. ............... do.. .. 

Henry  Thomas  ...............do ...... 

James  Cnswell.. ............. .do.... 

Archibald  Wilson  .............do....... 

Henry  Brown  ...•••  .•••••....do........ 

Hiram  Qage ....••.••..••.. do........ 

David  M.  Coleman. .......•••.do.. ...... 

James  Burns  .... ....••...do......... 

John  Larkin ............do........ 

James  Marlow  ........ ....... .do. ....... 

George  Dennis.. .............. do.. ••.... 

Jeremiah  Mahoney.... ...... ..do.. ...... 

Michael  Clohasey  .............do.... .. 

John  Carr  ...................do... 

Chas.  N  Stevens.. ...... ......do.. .. 

Michael  Moriarty  .......... do........ 

Nicholas  Johnson. ............ do.... .... 

John  M}han  ...•......•••. ...do. .... 

Bartholemow  Fleming ..*..... ..do........ 

Comeiins  Sullivan .......do........ 

Jerome  Mason. ............... do........ 

Jas.  F.  Hathaway....... do.. ...... 

George  Senter... ....... ...... do. ....... 

George  W.  Mocomber.... ••.... do.. ...... 

Joe.  G.  Smith  ................do........ 

Frederick  Henderson  .......... do........ 

George  0.  Hall  ....... .....do.. .. 

Thos    S  Peterson do 

Dennis  Kelly.. •......•...•. ..do. •...•.. 


MARINES. 


Sweeney... ............ ....sergeant..., 

Brown.......................do....... 

CsUahan do 

Harris  ........... corporal  .... 

Stevenson... do 

Craig ..............do....... 

Joshlyn.. ............. ....drummer.... 

Baxter fifer , 

Lyons . ..............private..... 

Martin do 

Banker,  2d .....do 

McFadden,  W do 


Deady  ......  ..............priva.te. 

Lanning. ...•..•••.•••....•*.. do... 

Goets  ..................... ..do... 

Daley  ...................... .do... 

Howard  . ................... .do... 

Mnrley  .....••..•••....••....do... 

Learey  ....••••••. •••••.•1... do... 

McCarthy  .  •••....•••••......do... 

Small do... 

Wilkes do... 

O'Connor  ....••..•••••...•••.do... 


Officers  and  men  when  the  action  commenced 


376 


Officers  and  men  when  the  action  was  over 256 


Killed,  drowned,  and  nuBsing 


121 


This  is  a  hirge  nmnher,  and  I  am  in  hopes  more  men  will  be  found. 

WM.  KADFOSD,  Commander. 
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J  Rtpart  of  Lieutenant  Pendergratt,  of  the  Congrew,  toith  casualties  on  that 

vessel. 

United  States  Steam-Frigate  Boanokb, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  11,  1862. 

SiS:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  official  report  of  Lieutenant  Austin 
Pendererast,  of  the  Oongress,  addressed  to  me. 
Veiy  respectfullj,  &c., 

JOHN  MARSTON, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  March  9, 1862. 

Sir  :  Owing  to  the  death  of  my  late  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant  Joseph  B. 
Smith,  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  make  a  report  to  you  of  the  part  which  the 
United  States  frigate  Congress  took  in  the  efforts  of  our  vessels  at  Newport 
Xews  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  rebel  flotilla  on  the  8th  instant.  The  following 
are  the  minutes,  as  near  as  I  can  inform  you : 

At  12.i0  p.  m.  the  Merrimack,  with  three  small  gunboats,  was  seen  steaming 
3ovn  from  iNoifolk.  When  they  had  turned  into  tne  James  river  channel,  and 
had  tpproached  near  enough  to  discover  their  character,  we  cleared  the  ship  for 
action. 

At  2.10  the  Merrimack  opened  fire  with  her  bow  ran,  with  grape,  passing 
05  on  the  starboard  side,  at  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  yards,  receiving 
oar  broadside  and  giving  one  in  return.  After  passing  the  Congress,  she  ran 
into  snd  sank  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  Cumberiand.  The  smaller  vessels 
then  attacked  as,  killing  and  wounding  many  of  our  crew.  Seeing  the  fate  of 
tlic  Cmnberland,  we  set  the  jib  and  topsails,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  tug- 
Wt  Zouave  ran  the  vessel  ashore. 

At  3.30  the  Merrimack  took  a  position  astern  of  us,  at  a  distance  of  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards,  and  raked  us  fore  and  aft  with  shells,  while  one  of  the 
smaller  steamers  kept  up  a  fire  on  our  starboard  quarter.  In  the  meantime  the 
Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  rebel  steamers,  approached  us  from  up 
the  James  river,  firing  with  precision  and  doing  us  great  damage.  Our  two 
itern  guns  were  now  our  only  means  of  defence.  These  were  soon  disabled,  one 
Ifing  dismoiinted  and  the  other  having  its  muzzle  knocked  away.  The  men 
vere  swept  away  firom  them  with  great  rapidity  and  slaughter  by  the  terrible 
fire  of  the  enemy. 

At  about  4.30  p.  m.  I  learned  of  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Smith,  which  hap- 
pened about  ten  minutes  previous.  Seeing  that  our  men  were  being  killed,  witn- 
^  the  prospect  of  any  relief  from  the  Minnesota,  which  vessel  had  run  ashore 
io  attempting  to  get  up  to  us  from  Hampton  roads,  not  being  able  to  bring  a 
fiogle  gun  to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  and  the  ship  being  on  fire  in  several  places, 
ttpOQ  consultation  with  Commander  Wm.  Smith,  we  deemed  it  proper  to  haul 
down  our  colors  without  anv  further  loss  of  life  on  our  part.  We  were  soon 
boarded  by  an  officer  from  the  Merrimack,  who  said  that  he  would  take  charge 
of  the  ship.  He  left  shortly  afterwards,  and  a  small  tug  came  alongside,  whose 
captain  demanded  that  we  should  surrender  and  get  out  of  the  ship,  as  he  in- 
t«oded  to  bum  her  immediatelv.  A  sharp  fire  with  muskets  and  artillery  was 
tnaintained  from  our  troops  ashore  upon  the  tug,  having  the  effect  to  drive  her 
off.   The  Menrimack  again  opened  upon  us,  although  we  had  a  white  flag  at  the 
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p«ak  to  show  that  we  were  out  of  action.  After  having  fired  several  ehells  into 
us,  she  left  us  and  engaged  the  Minnesota  and  the  shore  batteries.  We  took 
the  opportunity  to  man  the  boats  and  send  the  wounded  ashore.  We  th^i  left 
ourselves,  the  ship  being  on  fire  near  the  after  magazine,  and  in  the  sick-bay.  In 
&ct,  the  ship  was  on  fire  from  the  commencement  to  the  end  of  the  actiou,  three 
times  in  the  sick-bay  and  ward-room,  and  twice  in  the  main  hold,  produced  by 
hot  shot  thrown  from  the  Merrimack. 

I  lament  to  record  the  death  of  the  following  officers :  Lieutenant  Josepb  B. 
Smith,  Acting  Master  Thomas  Moore,  and  Pilot  Wm.  fihodes,  wounded,  and 
since  dead.     In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines  performed  their  w^ole  duty  well  and  courageously. 
I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  &c«, 

AUSTIN  PENDERGRAST, 
Lieutenantj  United  States  Nary. 

P.  S. — ^I  will  send  in  a  list  of  the  casualties  and  missing  as  soon  as  I  can 
ascertain  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  PENDERGKAST. 
Captain  Jno.  Marston, 
Senior  Ofictr. 


Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  March  19,  1862. 

Sm :  I  very  respect^ly  submit  the  following  report  of  the  casualties  that 
occurred  on  boara  the  United  States  frigate  Congress  in  the  action  of  the  Stb 
instant,  at  Newport  News : 

Total  number  of  officers  and  men  on  board 434 

Total  number  of  officers  and  men  accounted  for 29S 

Total  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 136 

Total  number  of  wounded  taken  on  shore 26 

Total  number  of  killed  and  missing 110 

Total  number  of  wounded  since  dead 10 


Total  number  of  killed,  missing,  and  died  on  shore 120 


I  regret  exceedingly  to  record  the  death  of  Master's  Mate  Peter  Hargou*.* 
I  a  good,  brave,  and  promisinj 
I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  &c., 


He  was  a  good,  brave,  and  promising  young  officer,  and  is  universally  regretted. 

to  DC, 


Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


AUSTIN  PENDERGRAST, 
Lieutenant,  United  States  Aary. 


<*  Subsequently  ascertained  to  have  been  taken  priaoner. 
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Report  efLiemiemmt  &  D.  Crreene,  executive  qfioer  of  the  Monitor. 

UifiTBD  States  Iron-clad  Steamer  Konitor, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  12,  1862. 

Sir:  laentenaat  CoTnman'ding  Jolm  L.  Worden  having  been  disabled  in  the 
tction  of  the  9th  instant  between  this  vesBel  and  the  rebel  iron-clad  frigate 
Merrimack,  I  submit  to  yon  the  following  report: 

We  airiyed  at  Hampton  roads  at  9  p.  m.  on  the  8th  instant,  and  immediately 
recdved  orders  from  Captain  Marston  to  proceed  to  Newport  News  and  protect 
the  Minnesota  fix>m  the  attack  of  the  Merrimack.  Acting  Maater  Howard  came 
OQ  board  and  Yolonteered  to  act  as  pilot  We  left  ELampton  roads  at  10  p.  m., 
and  reached  the  Minnesota  at  11.30  p.  m.  The  Minnesota  being  aground,  Gap- 
tarn  Worden  sent  me  on  board  of  her  to  inquire  if  we  could  render  her  any 
a^aifitance,  and  to  state  to  Gaptain  Van  Brunt  that  we  should  do  all  in  our  power 
to  nrotect  her  from  the  attack  of  the  Merrimack.  I  then  returned  to  this  vessel* 
and  at  1  a.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  anchored  near  the  Minnesota.  At  4  a.  m., 
iQppoein^  the  Minnesota  to  be  afloat  and  coming  down  upon  us,  got  under  way 
and  stood  out  of  the  channel.  Finding  that  we  were  mistaken,  anchored  again 
at  5^  a.  m. 

At  8  a.  m.  perceived  the  Merrimack  imder  way,  and  standing  towards  the  Min- 
nesota ;  have  up  anchor  and  went  to  quarters.  At  8.45  we  opened  fire  on  the 
Merrimack,  and  continued  the  action  until  11.30  a.  m.,  when  Gaptain  Worden 
▼as  bjured  in  the  eyes  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  from  the  Merrimack  upon  the 
ontside  of  Uie  eye-hole  in  the  pilot-house,  exactly  opposite  his  eye.  Gaptain 
Worden  then  sent  for  me  and  told  me  to  take  charge  of  the  vesseL  We  con- 
tinued the  action  until  12.15  p.  m.,  when  the  Merrimack  retreated  to  Sewell's 
Point,  and  we  went  to  the  Minnesota,  and  remained  by  her  until  she  was  afloat. 
I  am,  sir,  veiT  respectfuBy,  &c., 

S.  D.  GREENE, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Asiistant  Surgeon  LoguCf  of  the  Monitor,  ofcaeualtieeon  that 

vessel. 

United  States  Steamer  Monitor, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  March  11,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  department  the  casualties  that  occurred 

on  board  during  the  action  witn  the  rebel  steamer  Merrimack  on  Sunday,  March 

9.   The  engagement  began  at  8.30  a.  m.,  but  no  injury  was  experienced  by 

^itlier  officers  or  crew  until  10  o'clock.    At  this  hour  precisely  Mr.  Stodder, 

fint  master,  (volunteer,)  was  disabled  by  concussion  of  the  brain  while  engaged 

on  the  lookout  ift  the  turret.    Insensibility  remained  for  about  ten  minutes,  but 

tbe  reaction  following  did  not  run  high  enough  to  require  active  treatment.    Mr. 

fitodder's  injnry  resulted  from  his  knee  coming  in  eontact  with  the  turret  at  the 

ivtant  a  heavy  shot  from  the  Merrimack  struck  it.    About  ten  minutes  later 

P^ter  Treseott,  seaman,  was  sent  down  from  the  turret  suffering  also  from  con* 

ewBwm,  a£  the  brain.    This  injury  did  not  result  in  total  insensibility,  but  the 

circulation  remaining  d^reased  for  some  time,  I  administered  stimulants  in  small 

^Quititiee,  watching  careiiiUy  for  reaction,  and  when  it  was  established,  con- 

tToUed  it  succesaftiUy  by  eold  lesion  to  the  head.     These  were  the  only  acci- 

dcata  that  occurred  until  a  percussion  shell,  near  the  close  of  the  action,  exploded 

^vivt  the  lookout  chink  of  the  pilot-house,  and  resulted  in  severe  injurv  to 

^  eyes  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  L.  Worden,  who  was  stationed  there 
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during  the  engagement.  I  made  an  examination,  and  succeeded  in  rei&OTiiig 
from  the  corneal  conjunction  some  minute  scales  of  iron  and  a  small  quantitj  of 
paint,  forced  bv  the  exploding  shell  from  the  bars  composing  the  pilot-hoose. 
He  was  injurea  also  in  a  small  degree  from  concussion,  bat  this  complication 
required  no  treatment  My  ftirther  treatment  of  Captain  Worden  consisted 
entirely  in  making  cold  applications  to  his  eyes,  which  was  continued  until,  at 
the  solicitations  of  his  friends,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Nayy  Fox  and  Lieu- 
tenant Wise,  United  States  navy,  he  was  remoyed  from  the  Monitor  to  be  taken 
to  Washington.  I  am  pleased  to  report  tLat  on  the  momine  following  the  en- 
gagement, the  injured  parties  remaining  on  board  were  ready  and  reported  for  duty. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  &c.» 

DANIEL  C.  LOGUE. 

Acting  AuUtant  Surgeon. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Lieutenant  (Jommanding  Jeffen^  of  the  Monitor ^  to  Flag-Officer  Goidsborougk. 

United  States  Cased  Battery  Monitor, 

Hampton  Roadt,  March  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry,  I  haye  to  report  that  the  Monitor  expended 
41  solid  cast-iron  shot  in  her  engagement  with  the  Merrimack,  equally  diyided 
between  guns  27  and  28.  On  inspection  of  the  bore  with  a  mirror,  no  trace  of 
injury  can  be  obsenred.  I  haye  no  means  of  examining  the  yent  by  taking  an 
impression.  « 

Unless  absolutely  necessary,  I  shall  fire  no  more  cast-iron  solid  shot,  as  I  am 
satisfied  that  shells  are  not  more  liable  to  fracture.  The  bronze-coated  shot  I 
shall  reserve  for  special  occasion.  The  wrought-iron  shot  I  shall  send  on  shore 
to  remoye  the  temptation  to  fire  them.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Merrimack  cannot 
seriously  injure  the  Monitor,  but  the  .explosion  of  a  gun  might  destroy  the 
turret. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WM.  N.  JEFFERS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding', 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GtOldsboeouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldshorough  forwards  report  of  captU^  of  rebel  hatteriet 
'  on  the  Neuse  river  and  the  occupation  of  Newbem^  North    Carolina^  on 
March  15, 1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

March  17,  1862 — 8^  p.  m, 

I  haye  the  honor  t-o  forward  the  following  highly  important  and  interesting 
despatch  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Nayy  by  Gommander  Haztud.  I 
receiyed  it  a  few  minutes  since,  and  lose  not  a  moment  in  sending  it  to  Baltimore 
by  the  steamer  Commodore,  which  brought  it  to  me  from  &tteraa  ialet,  in 
order  that  it  may  reach  Washington  early  to-morrow  forenoon. 
Most  respectfiilly,  your  yery  obement  seryant* 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Fiag-Offi< 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Newhem,  N,  C,  March  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  all  the  rebel  batteries  upon 
iht  Nenfie  river,  the  complete  defeat  and  rout  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  this 
ricmitj,  and  the  occupation  of  the  citj  of  Newbem  bj  the  combined  forces  of 
the  srmj  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  on  yesterday  (Friday)  at  noon.  The 
inddents  of  the  expedition,  briefly  stated,  are  these : 

The  fleet  onder  my  command,  and  that  of  the  army,  left  Hatteras  inlet  at 
7^0  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  12th  instant,  and  arrived,  without  accident  or 
delay,  at  the  point  which  had  been  selected  for  disembarking  the  troops,  and 
within  sight  of  the  city  of  Newbem,  at  sunset  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
vhere  we  anchored  for  the  night. 

On  Thursday  morning  I  hoisted  my  pennant  on  board  the  steamer  Delaware. 
At  8.30  a.  m.  our  gunboats  commenced  shelling  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
proposed  place  of  landing,  taking  stations  at  intervals  along  the  shore  to  protect 
the  advance  of  the  troops.  At  9.30  a.  m'.  the  troops  commenced  landing,  and 
at  the  same  time  sis  naval  boat  howitzers,  with  their  erews,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  were  put  on  shore  to  assist 
the  attack.  The  army  commenced  to  move  up  tne  beach  at  about  11.30  a.  m., 
the  debarkation  of  troops  still  continuing.  In  the  mean  time  our  vessels  were 
akiwly  moving  up,  throwing  shell  in  the  woods  beyond. 

At  4.15  p.  m.  the  first  of  the  enemy's  batteries  opened  fire  on  the  foremost 
of  our  gunboats,  which  was  returned  by  them  at  long  range.  The  troops  were 
DOW  all  disembarked  and  steadily  advancing  without  resistance.  At  sundown 
the  firing  waa  discontinued,  and  the  fleet  came  to  anchor  in  position  to  cover 
the  troops  on  shore.  At  6.30  a.  m.  Friday,  the  14th  instant,  we  heard  a  con- 
tmuous  firing  of  heavy  guns  and  musketry  inland,  and  immediately  commenced 
throwing  our  shells  in  advance  of  the  position  supposed  to  be  held  by  our 
troops. 

The  fleet  steadily  moved  up  and  gradually  closed  in  towards  the  batteries. 
The  lower  fortifications  were  discovered  to  have  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 
A  boat  was  despatched  to  it  and  the  stars  and  stripes  planted  on  the  ramparts. 
Ab  we  advanced  the  upper  batteries  opened  fire  upon  us.  The  fire  was  returned 
with  effect,  the  magazine  of  one  exploding.  Having  proceeded  in  an  extended 
Hne  as  far  as  the  obstructions  in  the  river  would  permit,  the  signal  was  made  to 
follow  the  movements  of  the  flag-ship,  and  the  whole  fleet  advanced  in  order, 
ooncentrating  our  fire  on  Fort  Thompson,  mounting  thirteen  guns,  on  which 
rated  the  enemy's  land  defences.  The  army  having,  with  great  gallantry, 
driven  them  out  of  these  defences,  the  forts  were  abandoned. 

Several  of  our  f^sels  were  slightlv  injured  in  passing  the  barricades  of  piles 
and  torpedoes  which  had  been  placed  in  the  river.  The  upper  battery  havins 
been  evacuated  on  the  appearance  of  the  combined  forces,  it  was  abandoned 
and  subsequently  blew  up.  We  now  steamed  rapidly  up  to  the  city.  The 
enemy  had  fled,  and  the  place  remained  in  our  possession.  Upon  our  approach 
lereial  points  of  the  city  were  fired  by  the  enemy,  where  stores  had  been  ae- 
comolated.  Two  small  batteries,  constructed  of  cotton  bales  and  mounting  two 
guns  each,  were  also  fired  by  them.  Two  small  steamers  were  captured,  another 
having  been  burned. 

A  krge  raft,  composed  of  barrels  of  pitch  and  bales  of  cotton,  which  had 
been  prenared  to  send  down  upon  the  fleet,  was  fired,  and,  floating  against  the 
iiilroad  nridge,  set  it  on  fire  and  destroyed  it.  In  addition  to  the  prizes,  a 
qoantity  of  cotton,  pitch,  tar,  a  gunboat,  and  another  vessel  on  the  stooLS,  sev- 
eral schooners  afloat,  and  an  unmense  quantity  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
fell  into  our  hands.    At  about  4  p.  m.  I  sent  several  of  our  vessels  to  the  right 
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bank  of  the  Trent  river  to  cany  Qeneral  Foster's  brigade  to  occupy  ttie  tity  ei 
Newbem. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &;c., 

8.  0.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  U.  &  Naval  Force*  in  Pamlico  Sound, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hampton  Road$,  Virginia^ 


Detailed  report  of  attack  upon  Newhem,  North  Carolina^  hy  Commander  S.  C. 

Rowan. 

UnITKD  StaTKS  StMAMBB  PHTLADBLPmA, 

Of  Newbem,  North  CarMna,  March  20,  1862. 

Bib  :  I  beg  leaye  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  the  attack  upon 
Kewbem  ana  its  approaches  : 

I  left  Hatteras  inlet  on  Wednesday,  March  12,  at  7.30  a.  m.,  with  the  follow- 
ing naval  force  under  my  command  :  Philadelphia,  my  flag-ship.  Acting  Masto* 
B.  Beyoolds  commanding;  Stars  and  Stripes,  Lieutenant  Commanding  B. 
Werden  ;  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray ;  Hetzel,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  H.  K.  Davenport;  Delaware,  Lieutenant  Commanding  L.  P. 
Quackenbusn ;  Commodore  Peny,  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Flusser ; 
Valley  City,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Chaplin;  Underwriter,  Lieutenaot 
Commanding  A.  Hopkins ;  Commodore  Barney,  Acting  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing B.  T.  Benshaw ;  Hunchback,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  R.  Col- 
houn ;  Southfield,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  F.  W.  Behm ; 
Morse,  Acting  Master  Commanding  Peter  Hayes ;  Brincker,  Acting  Master  Com- 
manding J.  E.  Giddings ;  and  Lockwood,  Acting  Master  Commanding  G.  W. 
Graves.  By  8  a.  m.  me  naval  fleet,  together  with  the  army  transports,  wen 
steaming  rapidly  up  the  sound. 

At  1  p.  m.  we  made  Brant  island,  distant  about  twelve  mDes.  At  2.10  p.  bl 
the  advance  divisions  of  the  gunboats  having  entered  the  mouth  of  Neuse  nver, 
and  being  some  miles  in  advance  of  the  flag-ship,  I  made  signal  to  stop,  that  the 
fleet  might  be  concentrated.  At  this  time  General  Bumside  came  alongside  the 
flag-ship,  and  requested  that  one  of  our  gunboats  might  be  sent  to  die  mouth  of 
Pamlico  river,  intelligence  having  been  received  that  two  steamers  were  in  that 
river.  To  guard  s^inst  the  possibility  of  an  attempt  by  the  enemy  to  cut  off 
any  of  our  transport  vessels  which  might  remain  unprotected  in  the  rear  of  the 
fleet,  I  despatched  the  Lockwood  to  lay  off  the  mouth  of  that  river  during  the 
night. 

At  3.40  p.  m.,  having  come  up  with  the  advance,  signal  was'  made  to  '*  form 
line  ahead,"  and  the  fleet  again  moved  on,  having  now  fairly  entered  Neuse  river. 
At  5  p.  m.,  the  gunboats  being  now  far  in  advance  of  the  army  transports  and  in 
sight  of  the  obstructions  placed  by  the  enemy  in  the  river  opposite  to  their  ba tteriedi  a 
small  steamer  was  discovered  about  six  miles  ahead,  apparently  reconnoitring. 
The  Delaware  was  despatched  in  pursuit  Failing  to  overtake  the  chase,  but 
having  driven  her  under  the  guns  of  the  batteries,  she  returned.  At  6.10  p.  m. 
the  naval  fleet  came  to  anchor  in  three  columns  off  Slocum's  creek,  the  point  de- 
cided upon  for  the  debarkation  of  troops,  and  about  fifteen  miles  distant  from 
Newbem.  Early  the  following  morning  (13th)  I  hoisted  my  pennant  on  board 
the  Delaware.  The  Stars  and  Stripes  and  Louisiana  were  placed  on  the  we«t 
side  of  the  creek,  and  the  Hetasel  and  Valley  City  on  the  east.  At  about  8  a.ou 
the  troops  started  from  the  transports,  and  at  tne  same  time  the  gunboatSi  sta* 
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tkmed  as  Aore,  opened  with  grape  and  shell  on  the  point  selected  for  landing, 
the  fire  oeadng  as  the  first  biieade  landed.  At  9  a.  m.,  six  naval  boat  howit- 
ten,  commanded,  respectivelj,  By  Acting  Master  C.  H.  Daniels,  United  States 
steams  Hetael ;  Mr.  £.  P.  Meeker,  United  States  steamer  Philadelphia ;  Act- 
ing Master  J.  B.  Hammond,  United  States  steamer  Hetzel ;  Mr.  E.  C.  Gabandan, 
United  States  steamer  Delaware ;  Lieutenant  Tillotson,  Union  Coast  Guard,  and 
Lieiit«nant  J.  W.  B.  Hughes,  Union  Coast  Guard — all  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  K.  8.  McOook,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes— were  landed  to  assist  in  the 
attack. 

The  Perrj  was  moved  up  opposite  the  position  of  the  battery  in  the  interior 
near  the  raihtMd,  with  directions  to  open  nre  and  unmask  it.  The  Southfield 
was  ordered  to  follow  and  take  a  position  near  the  Peny.  The  Underwriter 
▼as  soon  directed  to  join  them  and  use  her  rifle  gun  only.  The  Morse  was 
itationed  a  mile  below  these  vessels,  and  the  Commodore  Perry  and  Hunckback 
below  the  Morse. 

As  soon  as  the  last  brigade  was  embarked  for  landing  I  went  up  the  river 
vith  the  Delawaie  to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  Fort  Dixie.  As  I  approached, 
the  battery  opened  fire,  which  was  returned,  and  the  Perry  coming  up,  a  spirited 
and  very  effective  fire  was  kept  up  by  that  vessel  until  dark,  I  having  returned, 
at  the  request  of  Gresiend  Bumside,  to  communicate  with  him< 

Having  despatched  the  Ddaware  on  special  service,  I  returned  to  the  South- 
field,  after  having  communicated  with  the  general,  and  proceeded  in  that  vessel 
to  the  Perry,  which  vessel  was  ordered  to  cease  firing,  as  the  night  had  set  in 
with  a  heavy  fog.  The  Southfield  and  Lockwood  were  anchored  two  miles  be- 
low Fort  Dixie,  and,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  abreast  of  the  advanced  position 
of  oar  forces,  the  Delaware  joining  me  during  the  night. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  report  of  a  gun,  supposed  to  be 
a  field-piece,  was  heard.  The  Delaware,  Hunckback,  and  Lockwood  were  im- 
niediateiy  ordered  to  get  under  way.  The  fog  being  too  dense  to  signalize,  the 
Lockwood  was  directed  to  trace  the  land  down  and  order  up  the  vessels  that  had 
been  stationed  along  the  shore  from  our  position  -to  the  point  of  debarkation. 
The  Delaware  and  Southfield  were  ordered  to  move  up  and  open  fire  on  Fort  Dixie. 
They  were  soon  joined  by  the  heavy  ships  from  below,  followed  by  the  more  distant 
resaels  that  had  been  guarding  Slocum's  creek.  Receiving  no  response  from  Fort 
Dixie,  a  boat  was  sent  ashore,  and  the  American  flag  raised  on  the  ramparts.  I 
then  passed  on  up  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Ellis,  which  was  returned  until  the 
fort  blew  up.  At  this  time  our  troops  were  pressing  on  the  enemy's  intrench- 
tamU  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Thompson.  I  made  signal  "Advance  in  line  abreast^'' 
closed  nn  toward  the  barriers,  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Thompson  and  in  direc- 
tum of  tne  Boond  of  the  enemy's  fire  in  the  interior.  At  this  juncture  an  officer 
from  General  Bumside  came  down  to  the  beach  and  informed  me  that  our  shells 
vere  foiling  to  the  left  and  near  our  own  troops.  Changed  direction  and  con- 
tinued to  fire,  and  advanced  closed  to  the  barriers. 

Fort  Thompson  having  ceased  to  return  our  fire,  I  made  signal  "  Follow  my 
iDodonSt"  and  advanced  through  the  first  row  of  obstructions  in  *'  line  ahead."  Ab 
^e  passed  the  obstmetions  our  troops  appeared  on  the  ramparts  of  the  fort,  wav- 
ing the  American  flag.  We  threw  a  few  shells  into  Fort  Lane,  but  receiving  no 
rapoDse,  ordered  the  Valley  Oity  to  raise  the  American  flag  on  the  remaining 
felts,  and  passed  rapidly  up  the  river  in  "  line  ahead."  As  we  passed  up,  ana 
on  opening  Trent  river,  two  batteries  were  discovered,  mounting  two  guns  each, 
on  the  wharves  in  front  of  the  city ;  both,  however,  were  deserted.  Passed  up 
the  Nense  river,  and  opened  fire  from  the  Delaware  on  some  steamboats  that 
▼ere  attempting  to  escape  up  the  river,  one  of  them  having  in  tow  a  schooner 
loaded  with  commissary  stores.  One  of  the  steamers  was  run  in  shore  and 
boned ;  the  other  two,  together  with  the  schooner,  w«re  captured. 
At  about  12  m.  I  ran  the  Delaware  alongside  the  wharf,  and  informed  the  in 
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habitants  tliat  we  intended  no  injnty  to  tbe  town.  At  this  time  fiiee  broke  out 
in  several  portions  of  the  cit7,  it  apparently  being  the  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  to  destroy  it.  Fire  was  auo  eommanicated  to  a  floaUng  raft  in  Trent 
river  filled  with  bales  of  cotton  saturated  with  turpentine,  which  had  been  pre^ 
oared  to  send  down  to  the  fleet.  This  drifting  against  the  railroad  bridge,  set 
fire  to  and  burned  it. 

The  Louisiana  and  Barney  were  sent  to  the  Trent  side  of  the  town  in  order 
to  secure  any  public  property  that  might  be  found  there.  Several  hnndred 
stand  of  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war,  and  a  large  amount  of  naval  stores, 
together  with  a  large  three-masted  schooner,  fell  into  our  hands.  At  2  p.  m., 
our  victorious  troops  appearing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Trent,  the  work  of 
transportation  commenced,  and  at  sundown  the  army  was  in  full  occupancy  of 
the  city. 

The  obstructions  in  the  river  were  very  formidable,  and  had  evidently'  been 
prepared  with  great  care.  The  lower  barrier  was  composed  of  a  series  of  piling 
driven  securely  into  the  bottom  and  cut  off  below  the  water;  added  to  this 
was  another  row  of  iron-capped  and  pointed  piles,  inclined  at  an  angle  of  abont 
450  down  the  stream.  Near  these  was  a  row  of  thirty  torpedoes,  containing 
about  200  pounds  of  powder  each,  and  fitted  with  metal  fuzes  connected  with 
spring  percussion  locks,  with  trigger-lines  attached  to  the  pointed  piles.  The 
second  barrier  was  quite  as  formidable  as  the  first,  although  not  so  dangerous. 
This  was  about  a  mue  above  and  abreast  of  Fort  Thompson,  and  consisted  of  a 
line  of  sunken  vessels,  closely  massed,  and  chevaux  dejrisef  leaving  a  very  nar- 
row passage  under  the  battery.  In  passing  through  these  obstructions  the 
Perry  struck  one  of  the  iron  stakes  and  carried  the  head  of  it  off,  sticking  in 
her  bottom.  The  Barney  had  a  hole  six  inches  long  cut  in  her,  and  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  was  also  injured ;  but  fortunately  the  torpedoes  failed  to  serve  the 
enemy's  purpose. 

The  forts,  six  in  number,  (exclusive  of  those  on  the  Trent,)  were  well-eon* 
structed  earthworks,  varying  in  distance  apart  from  one-half  mile  to  one  mile  and 
a  half,  and  mounting,  in  ail,  thirty-two  guns,  ranging  from  32-pounder8  to  80- 
pounders,  rifled,  all  en  barbie,  with  the  exception  of  one  casemated  fort,  moont- 
mg  two  guns. 

I  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant  McCook,  commanding  the  naval 
battery  in  the  battle  of  Newbem.  The  conduct  of  this  officer,  as  also  of  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  guns  and  their  crews,  is^worthy  of  all  praise.  The  list 
of  killed  and  wounded  in  this  little  command,  amounting  to  less  than  50  all  told, 
will  show  that  where  the  hottest  of  the  fire  was  there  they  were.  It  again  be- 
comes my  pleasing  duty  to  bear  testimony  to  the  gallant  bearing  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  different  vessels,  their  officers  and  crews.  I  must  beg  leave  to 
express  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  able  manner  in  which  I  have  been  supported 
by  them.  I  am  happy  to  add  that  no  casualties  occurred  on  board  the  yeesels 
under  my  command  during  the  engagement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  a  ROWAN. 
Commanding  United  SteUes  Naval  Forces,  Sotmde  of  North  Caroiima. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GtOLDSborougb, 

Chmmanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Road*,  Virginia. 


Unitbd  Statbs  Stbambr  PhiladslphiAv 

OJ  Newbem,  N  C,  March  19,  1862. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  battery  under  my  command  during  the  action  near  this  place  on 
the  14th  instant. 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  SECBETABT  OF  THE  NAYT.       255 

In  obedience  to  joor  order  of  the  13th,  I  took  command  of  the  naval  batteiy 
of  six  howitzersi  and  on  the  morning  of  that  day  landed  with  the  advance  of 
the  arm  J  at  Slocnm's  creek.  I  was  placed  in  the  brigade  and  nnder  the  orders 
of  General  Foster,  and  at  onoc  moved  forward  to  join  him.  The  roads  were 
very  heavy,  and  in  some  places  almost  impassable,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
ft^istance  which  was  cheerfully  rendered  me  by  the  army,  the  pieces  conld 
never  have  gone  forward.  We  marched  steadily  forward  till  9  o'clock  at  night, 
and  then  hidted  to  rest.  At  —  a.  m.  of  the-  14th  we  again  moved  forward,  and 
at  3  a«  m.  reported  to  General  Bam  side,  who  ordered  ns  to  halt. 

At  daylight  we  resumed  our  march.  At  about  7  a.  m.  General  Bumside 
f^rdered  me  to  take  a  position  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  enemv's  works.  I  moved 
tbe  battery  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  cleared  space  and  aeploved  it  to  the  left 
of  the  county  road,  opening  nre  at  once  with  shell  and  shrapnel  at  a  distance  of 
about  six  hnndred  yards.  Opposed  te  us  and  behind  the  breastworks  was  a 
battery  of  eleven  field-pieces  (six  of  which  paid  particular  attention  to  us)  and 
a  mimber  of  riflemen,  who  annoyed  us  excessively  whenever  the  smoke  would 
lift  clear  of  our  guns.  In  attempting  to  drive  these  latter  from  the  breastwork 
I  adyanced  the  batteiy  some  distance,  firing  canister,  but  was  compelled  to  fall 
(*ack  to  my  original  position,  after  having  one  gun  disabled,  an  officer  and  several 
men  wounded,  and  one  killed. 

For  an  hour  and  a  half  we  maintained  our  position  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
tbeU,  grape,  and  musketrv,  when  a  gallant  charge  by  our  troops  cleared  the 
foemy  from  the  breastwork.  I  at  once  moved  forward  into  the  work  with  three 
of  my  pieces  and  all  my  remaining  ^munition.  General  Foster  then  ordered 
me  forward  with  a  portion  of  his  l)rigad<\  When  we  had  arrived  within  two 
bundred  yarda  of  the  railroad  a  detached  body  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  sight ; 
the  eune  were  at  once  prepared  for  action,  and  pointed  towara  a  cleared  spot 
oa  the  opposite  side  of  the  railroad,  that  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  making  for. 
Xi  they  came  into  this  open  space  I  gave  the  order  to  fire,  but,  before  the  order 
coold  be  executed.  Acting  Master  Hanmiond  rashly  dashed  forward  in  front  of 
tbe  pxM  and  demanded  their  surrender.  This  demand  they  complied  with,  by 
throwing  down  their  arms  and  holding  up  their  hands  in  token  of  submission. 
Tbe  Diisoners  proved  to  be  Colonel  Averv  and  a  portion  of  his  command,  the 
25tb  North  Carolina  reg^ent ;  they  had  been  driven  from  the  rifle  pits  by  our 
troops,  and  were  endeavoring  to  make  their  escape.  From  this  point  I  was 
oidered  down  the  railroad  to  Newbem.  Obtaining  two  cars,  1  placed  my  guns 
tfpoQ  them,  and  reached  the  burning  bridge  to  find  our  navy  in  possession  of 
tbe  city,  and  the  gunboats  transporting  the  troops  across  the  river. 

Tbe  cheerfulness  with  which  the  brave  men  under  my  command  dragged 
tbeir  guns  through  the  heavy  roads,  part  of  the  time  exposed  to  a  drenching 
nuD,  and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  sustained  the  heavy  fire  of  the 
*iKQj,  is  worthy  of  all  praise.  I  would  especially  call  your  attention  to  the 
jnlbint  conduct  of  Orderly  Sergeant  J.  Meudenhall,-  company  B,  Union  Coast 
iioard ;  Seamen  James  Judge,  George  H.  Mansell,  John  Williams,  Charles  Pat- 
terxm,  and  Ordinary  Seaman  Duncan  Douglass.  These  men,  with  the  excep- 
^a  of  Mendenhall,  acted  as  captains  of  guns,  and,  from  their  intimate  acquaint- 
ftace  nith  the  howitzers,  were  of  gi'eat  service.  The  conduct  of  my  officers  was 
^  tbat  I  could  wish.  Acting  Masters  Daniels  and  Hammond,  of  the  Hetzel, 
codered  me  most  valuable  aid ;  one  gun  in  each  of  their  sections  was  in  charge 
of  £«  P.  Meeker,  of  the  flag-ship,  and  E.  C.  Gabandan,  of  the  Delaware.  To 
tbeir  coolness  and  courage  all  can  testify.  The  gun  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Hn^es,  of  company  B,  union  Coast  Guard,  suffered  severely,  and  was  finally 
<&»aUed.  During  a  portion  of  the  engagement  he  loaded  the  gun  himself,  until 
cvried  awav  wounded.  Mr.  Daniels  made  an  attempt  to  carry  forward  two  of 
tbe  captured  pieces,  but,  after  drag^ng  them  some  distance,  they  stuck  fast  in  the 
o<^    Lieutenant  Tillotson,  of  the  Coast  Guard,  after  firing  away  all  his  am* 
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munition,  left  his  section,  and,  I  liave  since  learned,  was  picked  up  by  the  re* 
treating  enem  j. 

On  going  into  action  I  discovered  that  some  of  the  men  had  stra^led  off 
leaving  me  ahout  fifty  men  to  fight  the  guns.  Among  these,  I  regret  to  report 
the  following  casualties : 

Killed. — Privates  Arthur  McGinnis  and  John  Sheehj,  company  B,  TTnion 
Coast  Guard. 

Wounded. — Second  Lieutenant  T.  W.  B.  Hughes,  Orderly  Sergeant  J.  Men- 
den  hall,  Sergeant  James  C.  Freeman,  Corporal  Thomas  Biley,  and  Privates  J. 
HcDougal,  S.  T.  Fonda,  and  Nicholas  Mertz,  (yet  missing,)  compamy  B,  Union 
Coast  Guard;  Seaman  John  Williams,  Ordinary  Seaman  Jeremiah  Snlliran, 
George  Busliee,  and  Thomas  Sinmions.  Total :  killed,  2 ;  wounded,  11. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  &c., 

E.  SHELDON  McCOOK. 

lAeuUnantt  United  Slates  Navy. 
Commander  S.  C.  Bow  an. 

Commanding  U,  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


Unitbd  States  Stbambr  Philadblphia, 
Of  New6um,  N.  C,  March  18.  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  only  casualties  to  the  forces  under 
your  command  in  the  engagement  at  this  place,  on  the  13th  and  14th  instant, 
occurred  in  the  naval  howitzer  battery,  under  the  comimand  of  Lieutenant  R.  $. 
McCook,  United  States  navy,  co-operating  with  the  forces  on  shore,  and  are  as 
follows,  viz : 

Killed. — Privates  Arthur  McGinniss  and  John  Sheehy,  company  B.  TTnion 
Coast  Guard. 

Wounded. — ^Lieutenant  T,  W.  B.  Hughes,  severely;  Second  Lieutenant  J. 
Mendenhall,  slightly:  Orderly  Sergeant  James  C.  Freeman, 'slightly ;  Sergeant 
Thomas  Riley,  slightly;  Corporal  J.  McDougal,  severely;  Private  S. T.  Fonda, 
slightly;  and  Private  Nicholas  Mertz,  missing— all  of  company  B,  Union  Coast 
Guard.  United  Stated  Steamer  Roanoke :  John  Williams,  seaman,  severely. 
United  States  Steamer  Morse:  Jeremiah  Sullivan,  ordinary  seaman,  silghtly 
United  States  Steamer  Valley  City:  George  Bushee  and  Thomas  Simmons,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  slightly.  Total:  killed,  2;  wounded,  11. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM'L  J.  JONES, 
Assistant  Surgeon^  United  States  Navy. 
Commander  S.  C.  Bowan, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces,  4tc. 


Commodore  Rowan  to  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough  enclosing  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Murray^ s  report  of  visit  to  Washingtonf  North  Carolina. 

United  States  Flao-Stbambr  Pbiladblphia, 

Off^  Neiobem,  North  Carolina,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  returned  from  Washington.  Nortb 
Carolina,  this  morning.  His  report  of  his  visit  to  that  place  is  herewith  enclosed. 
I  have  to  regret  that  the  lens  has  not  yet  been  returned.    The  authorides  adjured 
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Captain  Harraj  that  tlie  kns  was  taken  away  without  their  knowledge  or  con- 
sent yid  carried  to  Tarboro'  in  a  little  steamboat.  I  purpose  holding  the 
aathorities  responsible  for  the  return  of  the  lens  before  I  promise  protection  to 
tbe  inhabitants.  It  may  be  a  matter  of  policy  not  to  enforce  this  demand  if 
ratisfiu^tory  nroof  offers  that  the  authorities  hod  no  knowledge  of  the  removal 
of  the  lens;  but  I  shall,  if  possible,  ascertain  the  guilty  parties,  and  take  all  the 
property  I  can  find  that  will  reimburse  the  government.  I  shall,  of  course, 
confolt  with  Greneral  Bumside  on  this  point. 

The  potidcal  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington  are  divided,  but 
tbe  reception  given  our  people  is  more  hopeful  than  any  we  have  yet  witnessed 
in  these  waters.  The  rabid  secessionists  proclaimed  that  we  intended  to  bum 
the  town,  and  this  fear  alone  may  induce  many  to  seem  what  they  are  not.  I 
Fhull  institute  a  secret  inquiry  into  the  antecedents  of  the  authorities  and  remain- 
in«r  inhabitants,  and  if  1  find  they  are  not  in  reality  what  they  seem,  (good 
Union  men  at  heart,)  I  shall  treat  them  with  less  consideration.  For  the  present 
1  (hall  keep  a  strict  blockade  of  the  river  and  town,  and  shape  my  course  as 
eirtnnwtanccs  may  seem  best  for  the  interest  of  my  government. 

From  the  best  information  obtained,  the  enemy  commenced  dismantling  his 
forts  below  Washington  before  I  reached  here,  and  redoubled  his  haste  on  my 
arriral  in  tiiis  river.  So  far  as  I  can  learn,  nearly  all  the  military  stores  and 
uonitions  were  destroyed  or  carried  off,  and  the  naval  stores  and  cotton  belong- 
mf  to  individuals  burned.  Of  the  two  gunboats  on  the  stocks,  one,  intended 
b)  mount  six  guns,  was  launched  and  carried  up  the  river  out  of  sight,  and  was 
honied  the  night  our  forces  arrived,  as  stated  by  reliable  authority,  The  other 
inmboat  of  less  size  remained  on  the  stocks,  and  was  sawn  in  pieces  by  our 
pc^pk  assisted  by  the  authorities,  to  prevent  her  destruction  by  fire,  which 
voaid  have  endangered  the  town. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  0.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Sound*  of  N,  C, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Oolusborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron,  Hampton  Roads, 


United  States  Steamer  Louisiana, 

Washington,  N.  C,  March  26,  1862. 

^IK :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  20th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  this  place 
wimp  at  the  "obstructions,"  about  five  miles  below,  on  the  morning  of  the 
SI*t,  The  naval  column  consisted  of  this  vessel,  the  Delaware,  Jjieu tenant 
Commanding  Qnackenbush,  and  the  Commodore  Perry,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Hwwr.  "W  e  were  accompanied  to  the  "  obstructions  "  by  the  steamer  Admiral, 
-iny  transport,  with  eight  companies  of  the  24th  regiment  Massachusetts  vol- 
■«it«T»  (Colonel  Stevens)  and  a  small  tug-boat. 

We  met  with  no  resistance,  the  batteries  having  been  abandoned  and  their 
LnDament  removed.  By  blasting  and  other  processes  we  soon  forced  a  channel 
thfonjrh  the  piles,  though  they  had  been  driven  very  deep  (in  triple  rows)  and 
fni  ntf  three  feet  below  the  surface.  At  11  o'clock  a.  m.  we  arrived  abreast  the 
^»»u,  the  Delaware  bringing  from  the  tranpport  the  field  officers,  two  companies, 
'^  the  r^mental  band.  The  authorities,  with  many  of  the  citizens,  met  us  on 
ilifc  wharf,  where  I  briefly  explained  to  them  the  object  of  our  visit.  The  military 
'^i»»u  formed,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  court-house,  where,  with  all  the  ceremonies, 
»»'  hobted  Uie  flag  of  our  Union.  The  troops  returned  to  the  Delaware  with 
onbrokcn  ranks. 
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I  fonnd,  on  fbrther  consultation  with  the  anthoritiet,  on  whom  I  had  made  mj  i 
demand  for  the  restoration  of  the  Hatteras  light  property,  that  onderlTing  an  \ 
apparent  acquiescence  of  the  people  of  the  town  and  neighborhood  in  permitting 
the  building  of  gunboats  and  the  construction  of  batteries  to  repel  the  federi) 
forces,  was  a  deep-rooted  affection  for  the  old  Union  and  not  a  little  animoditj 
to  its  enemies,  the  latter  element  not  beiug  diminished  by  the  importation  ot 
troops  from  a  distant  State.  The  result  of  this  state  of  affairs  was  to  b' 
anticipated — the  abandonment  of  its  defences  bj  the  troops,  followed  bj  tlif 
destruction  of  what  remained  of  confederate  property  by  the  people. 

The  launclied  gunboat  had  been  towed  several  miles  up  the  riyer,  loaded  with 
tuipentine,  and  fired  the  night  of  our  arrival.  A  few  htmdred  bushels  of  meal 
ana  com  left  in  the  commissary  store  was  distributed  to  the  poor  by  my  orders. 
The  most  valuable  part  of  the  Hatteras  light  property,  the  lenseo,  have  been 
taken  to  Tarboro',  but  I  have  hopes  of  their  recovery  through  theinstromentalitr 
of  the  people  of  Washington.  The  rost  of  the  property  is  secured  with  chamiel 
buoys  and  moorings. 

In  addition  to  the  batteries  on  either  side  of  the  '*  obstructions,*'  the  enemy 
had  thrown  up  breastworks  east  of  the  town  and  joining,  extending*  half  a  mile. 
They  also  had  fortified  their  camp,  which  commanded  the  high  road.  Asketrfa 
of  the  river  from  the  ''obstructions"  to  the  bridge  above  the  tovni  ia  enclosed : 
it  includes  all  the  fortifications. — (See  original.)  The  woods  and  swamps  in  th\* 
and  Hyde  county  are  represented  as  being  alive  with  refugees  from  the  draft. 
Many  of  them,  encouraged  by  our  presence,  came  in.  They  are  deep  and  bittt*: 
in  their  denunciations  of  the  secession  heresy,  and  promise  a  regiment  if  called 
upon  to  aid  in  the  restoration  of  the  flag. 

If  this  expedition  has  not  as  yet  been  fruitful  in  profitable  results,  its  future 
promises  well.  The  place  should  not  be  neglected ;  it  could  soon  be  refortified. 
the  guns  being  traceaole  only  as  far  as  Tarboro'.  In  case  our  force  ia  too  limited 
to  permit  of  a  division  for  the  purpose  of  holding  possession,  periodical  \v\u 
at  least  should  be  made.  We  have  been  delayed  two  days  in  consequence  ut 
low  water,  the  Commodore  Perry  being  agrotmd. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  :murbay. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Column* 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  ifc. 


Vessels  freighted  with  prize  naval  stores  captured  at  Newhemt  iV.  C. 

United  States  Steamer  Philadblpbia. 

OffNewhcm,  N.  (7.,  Apnl  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  returning  vessels  freighted  by  me  with  priz 
naval  stores,  which  fell  into  my  hands  when  1  captured  Newbem,  North  CaroliniL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Sff. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Commander  Rotean  to  Flag-Oficer  Goldshorough,-eHcUmng  report  ofhiatiet^ 
ant  Commanding  Murray  as  to  condition  of  affairi  at  Washington,  N.  C. 

IJnitbd  States  Btbambr  Priladblpria, 

Of  Newbem,  N.  C,  April  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  general  has  sent  the  enemy's  wounded  to  Washington.  I  Bent 
the  Albemarle  to  land  them,  bnt,  by  stupidity  or  accident,  Mr.  Chase  ran  bcr 
on  the  piles,  when  she  sank  immediately.  The  Delaware  wajs  fortunately  m 
sight,  and  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  wounded  men,  then  on  board. 

To  guard  against  any  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the  officers  then  in  the 
Pamlico,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  in  the  Louisiana.  The 
condition  of  affairs  in  Washington  may  be  inferred  from  Captain  Murray 'i 
report,  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be/  6cc^ 

S.  C.  ROWAN. 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  dc, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


ITnitbd  Statbs  Stbambr  Louisiana* 

Of  Newbem,  N.  C,  Apnl  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  2d,  (by  some  delay  not  sent  to 
me  until  the  3cl,)  I  proceeded  to  Washington,  Nortn  Carolina,  arriving  at  the 
obstructions  belpw  on  the  evening  of  the  latter  day,  where  I  found  the  Dela- 
ware and  Brincker. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  I  went  up  to  the  town,  in  company  with  the  DcU- 
ware,  and  put  myself  in  communication  with  some  of  our  friends.  I  leamini 
that  Mr.  Respice,  the  mayor,  had  been  taken  out  of  his  bed  the  night  before 
and  carried  off;  that  a  detachment  of  cavalry  was  in  the  neighborhood  for  \hc 
purpose  of  arresting  the  Union  men,  and  in  consequence  most  of  the  respcctablr 
people  had  left  town  for  the  woods,  a  reign  of  terror  prevailing.  The  report 
that  the  confederate  army  was  marching  from  Kiniton  on  Newbem  id  not 
fully  sustained. 

I  returned  over  the  obstructions  before  night,  and  proceeded  to  visit  and 
finally  to  destroy,  by  "  blasting"  and  "  fire,"  a  fortification  partially  ma^kd. 
which  up  to  the  present  time  had  escaped  our  observation.  It  was  a  formidiible 
affair,  with  barrack  accommodations  for  a  thousand  troops,  situated  on  the  right 
bank,  about  two  miles  below  the  obstructions.  I  also  visited  the  Albemarle,  in 
company  with  the  commanding  officers,  engineers,  and  carpenters.  She  wa.<' 
pronounced  a  total  loss,  and  I  ordered  her  destruction.  She  was  on  fire  when 
we  left.  I  think  the  disaster  to  the  Albemarle  the  result  of  negligence  or 
incapacity.  I  send  you  confederate  dates  to  the  3 1st  March,  and  remain,  rerj 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MURRAY, 
lAeutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  TJ.  S.  K, 

Commanding  in  Albemarle  and  Pamlico  Sounds^  N  C, 
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Comtiumder  Rowan*9  report  of  the  action  of  gunboats  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C, 
from  9th  to  11th  February,  1S62,  tndunve. 

ITnitbd  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Road*,  Va.,  March  25,  1862. 

8iii :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  detailed  report  of  Commander 
Rowan,  jnst  received,  with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  gunhoats  under  his  com- 
mand at  £lizaheth  City,  and  also  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  those  Yessels  on  the  occasion,  together  with  a  list  of  the  casualties  that 
occQired. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  vour  ohedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Btockading  Sguadron. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Na»y. 


United  States  Steamer  Delaware, 
Off  Elizabeth  Pity,  N.  C,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  heg  leave  to  suhmit  the  following  detailed  report  of  my  proceedings 
in  Albemarle  sound : 

At  about  3  p.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  I  entered  Albemarle  sound  with  the 
flotilla  under  my  command,  consisting  of  the  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Motraj;  Hetzel,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Davenport;  Underwriter, Lieutenant 
Commanding  Jeffers;  Delaware,  (my  flag-ship,)  Lieutenant  Commanding  Quack- 
enboish;  Commodore  Perry,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser;  Valley  City, 
lieotenant  Commanding  Chaplin;  Morse,  Acting  Master  Hays;  Seymour,  Act- 
ing llaster  Wells ;  Whitehead,  Acting  Master  French ;  Locki^ood,  Acting  Mas- 
ter Graves ;  Ceres,  Acting  Master  McDiarmid ;  Shawsheen,  Acting  Master 
Woodward;  Brinker,  Acting  Master  Giddings;  and  Putnam,  Acting  Master 
Hotchkiss. 

Ad  the  flotilla  passed  into  the  sound  the  smoke  of  two  rebel  steamers  was 
rpported  dose  in  toward  the  opposite  shore,  these  steamers  apparently  heading 
f<)r  Pasquotank  river.  I  made  signal  to  chase,  and  steered  to  cut  off  the  enemy, 
bnt  he  succeeded  in  entering  the  river,  and,  as  night  was  closing  on  us,  I  ordered 
tk  chase  to  discontinue.  The  flotilla  steamed  slowly  over  the  bar  and  up  the 
Pu<)aotank  river  to  within  ten  miles  of  Fort  Cobb,  out  Cobb's  Point,  where  at 
B.6  p.  m.  we  anchored  for  the  night. 

1  then  called  on  board  the  commissioned  officers  in  command,  and  informed 
thf'm  that  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  were  either  drawn  up  behind  his  battery  on 
Cubb'a  Point  or  had  made  their  escape  through  the  canal  to  Norfolk.  I  reminded 
tbemof  our  embarrassment  with  regard  to  ammunition,  having  but  twenty  rounds 
fur  each  gun,  and  proposed  to  organize  the  force  in  such  a  manner  as  to  answer 
the  double  purpose  of  a  close  reconnoissance  in  force,  to  be  converted  into  an 
Attack  if  I  deemed  it  prudent.  It  was  positively  enjoined  upon  them  not  to  fire 
&  »iQ(de  shot  until  the  order  was  given,  and,  in  order  fuither  to  economize  am 
Bnmttkm,  I  directed  that  each  vessel,  as  she  approached  the  enemy,  should  run 
hhn  down  and  engage  him  hand  to  hand.  With  this  understanding  these  noble 
'•pints  resumed  to  their  respective  ships  to  await  the  events  of  the  morrow. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  flotilla  weighed  anchor  and 
^•jnned  in  the  order  prescribed,  the  Underw'riter,  Perry,  Morse,  and  Delaware 
m  advance  to  reconnoitre,  with  the  little  Ceres  on  their  right  flank,  followed  by 
the  remamter  of  the  foree»  led  in  order  by  the  Louisiana  and  Hetzel,  the  Valley 
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City  and  Whitebead  bein^  under  ordora  to  leave  the  lines  as  soon  as  the  battoiy 
had  been  passed  hj  the  flotilla  and  attack  it  in  reyerse.  In  this  manaer  we 
proceeded  at  moderate  speed  up  the  river.  * 

At  8.30  a.  m.  the  enemy's  steamers  were  discovered  drawn  up,  as  I  antici- 
pated, behind  the  battery,  which  mounted  four  heavy  32-pounders,  under  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Lynch  in  person,  and  was  supported  by  the  schooner  Black 
Warrior,  moored  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  armed  with  two  heavj 
32-pounders.  The  enemy's  line  appeared  to  be  dra^ioi  up  diagonally  across  and 
up  the  river  in  front  of  the  town,  his  right  resting  on  the  battery.  When  within 
long  range,  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  the  battery,  and  the  Black  Warrior, 
followed  by  the  steamers,  with  their  80-pounder  and  12-pounder  rifles.  Our 
force,  however,  moved  on  silently  and  steadily,  shot  and  shell  passing  over  the 
vessels  in  advance,  and  falling  thick  and  fast  among  the  vessels  in  the  mAin 
columns.  When  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  battery,  I  made  signal 
**  Dash  at  the  enemy !"  Our  fire  was  then  opened  with  telling  efieet,  and  our 
vessels  put  to  their  utmost  speed. 

The  enemy  seemed  to  become  demoralized  at  this  unexpected  and  determined 
movement.  The  Black  Warrior  was  set  on  fire  and  destroyed  by  her  officers  and 
crew;  the  fort  was  abandoned  as  the  head  of  our  column  passed  it;  a  dash  wan 
then  made  at  the  enemy  drawn  up  inside.  The  Peny,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Flnsser,  took  the  flag-ship  Sea  Bird  in  gallant  style,  running  her  down  and 
sinking  her — ^making  prisoners  of  her  officers  and  crew.  The  Underwriter  made 
to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  Beaufort.  The  Ceres  ran  ahead  and  took  possession 
of  the  Ellis.  Some  of  the  crew  of  the  Ellis,  in  making  their  escape  on  shore* 
were  killed  and  wounded  by  our  musketry.  Among  the  wounded  was  Midship- 
man Jackson,  who  was  taken  on  board  the  Hetzel,  where  he  received  tyvry 
possible  care  and  attention.  He  survived  but  a  few  hours,  and  was  buried  with 
all  the  honors  due  his  rank.  The  Delaware  boarded  and  hauled  dowD  the  rebel 
flag  of  the  Fanny,  which  had  been  deserted  and  set  on  fire. 

Passing  up  the  river  to  the  city  with  three  or  four  of  the  vessels,  we  ran  them 
alongside  the  wharves.  A  battery  of  field  artillery  was  seen  making  a  hai^tv 
retreat  down  the  street.  A  party  of  our  people  passing  through  the  streets 
came  suddenly  on  a  mounted  artillery  officer  of  the  Wise  LcgioDt  who,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  General  Henningsen,  was  compelling  the  defenceless 
people  to  set  fire  to  the  houses.  Several  houses  were  set  on  fire  before  he  wa5 
arrested  and  brought  to  me*  I  immediately  ordered  all  our  people  on  board 
their  respective  ships,  and  that  no  visitors  between  shore  and  ships  ahould  be 
permitted.  Some  of  the  defenceless  inhabitants,  men  and  women,  came  to  the 
wharf  to  implore  me  to  save  their  houses  and  property  from  destruction ;  but  1 
refused  to  allow  a  man  to  move,  knowing  that  if  I  acceded  to  their  requests  we 
would  be  charged  with  vandalism,  as  incendiaries.  No  other  houses  were  de^ 
stroyed  besides  those  set  on  fire  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Scroggs,  oi 
the  Wise  Legion. 

The  commissaiy  storehouse  was  broken  open  by  my  orders,  and  a  supply  of 
fresh  beef,  bread,  and  flour  taken  from  it.  The  confederate  steamer  Forrest, 
which  had  been  disabled  in  the  action  of  the  7th  instant,  together  with  a  gnn- 
boat  on  the  stocks,  and  another  vessel  of  lighter  frame,  were  burnt  at  the  ship- 
vard.  I  sent  competent  engineers  to  destroy  the  machinery,  boilers,  and  railway. 
This  done,  I  withdrew  all  my  vessels  to  Cobb's  Point,  where  efforts  had  Ikm^.d 
made  by  other  vessels  of  the  flotilla  to  save  the  Fanny  and  Black  Warrior,  but 
in  both  cases  the  fire  had  too  much  headway  to  be  subdued.  The  latter  Tei^^el 
had  on  board  at  the  time  a  large  amount  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  other  sCon*s 
for  the  use  of  the  enemy's  squadron.  The  three  following  days  were  devoted 
to  the  destruction  of  the  machinery  of  the  Fanny  and  Sea  Bird«  and  the  re- 
covery of  their  armament  and  such  ordnance  stores  as  could  be  fished  np. 
Meanwhile  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flnsser  was  intrusted  with  the  duty  o^ 
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roiD]JetiiKg  Ae  destraction  of  the  fort  at  Gobb'0  Point,  which  duty  he  efficientlj 
p'lformed,  bringing  off  a  quantity  of  powder,  powder-tanks,  projectiles,  &c^  &c. ; 
all  of  which  came  from  the  navj  jard  at  Norfolk. 

In  the  erening  of  the  11th  instant  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Mnnaj  with  a  small  force,  consisting  of  the  Louisiana,  Underwriter,  Commodore 
Penj,  and  Lockwood,  to  Edenton  to  make  a  reconnoisance,  with  orders  if  he 
found  no  fort  there  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  and  destroy  all  the 
imblic  property,  but  to  scrupulously  respect  that  belonging  to  private  inmviduals. 
This  duty  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  performed  with  his  usual  ability, 
taking  possession  of  the  town,  quieting  the  apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants, 
patting  to  flight  a  body  of  artillery,  .destroying  eiglit  cannon  and  a  vessel  on  thjs 
tUtckSf  and  capturing  two  schooners. 

Immediately  on  the  return  of  the  force  from  Edenton  I  despatched  the  Louisi- 
ttia,  Underwriter,  Lockwood,  Whitehead,  and  Shawsheen,  with  prise  schooners 
in  tow,  to  obstruct  the  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle  canals,  the  expedition  beins 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray.  The  Louisiana  and 
Undervriter  came  to  an  anchor  outside  the  bar  off  the  North  river,  while  Lieu- 
tensnt  Commanding  Jeffers  ascended  to  the  mouth  of  the  canal  with  the  Lock- 
wood,  Whitehead,  and  Shawsheen.  He  arrived  just  in  time  to  hurry  the  retreat 
of  General  Wise*  who  was  falling  back  from  Nag's  Head.  The  duty  of  ob- 
ftracting  the  canal  was  performed  with  the  characteristic  seal  and  discretion  of 
il\\i  officer.  I  refer  you  to  his  report,  together  with  that  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Murray. 

(n  congratnlatin^  you  upon  the  result  of  these  expeditions,  which  appears  to 
ttt"  to  have  efieetniuly  demonstrated  to  these  people  the  strength  and  determina- 
tion of  oar  government,  I  am  happy  in  having  no  complaint  to  make — with  zeal, 
fillantry,  and  efficiency  each  column  was  led  and  each  ship  handled.  The  pro- 
gramme determined  upon  the  evening  before  was  cariied  out  to  the  very  letter. 

I  wonld  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  one  incident  of  the  engagement, 
«hich  reflects  mach  credit  upon  a  quarter-gunner  of  the  Valley  City,  and  for 
vbich  Congress  has  providea  rewaitla  in  the  shape  of  medals.  A  shot  had 
pveed  through  her  magazine  and  exploded  in  a  locker  beyond,  containing  fire- 
vorks.  Her  commander,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Chaplin,  went  there  to  aid 
in  snppressiBg  the  fire,  where  he  found  John  Davis,  quarter-gunner,  seated,  with 
cfivnmendable  coolness,  on  an  open  barrel  of  powder,  as  the  only  means  to  keep 
tW  fire  out. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  Naval  Division  United  States 

Expedition  in  Pamlico  Sound, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadronp 


TJnitbd  States  Steamer  Louisiana, 

Elizabeth  City,  N  C,  February  11, 1862. 

SlB:  I  respectfully  report,  that  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  attack  decided 
^YiJi  by  you  last  night,  I  directed  the  column  under  my  command,  reduced  by 
^jarie«  at  Roanoke  island,  to  the  Lockwood,  Seymour,  and  this  vessel,  to  Uike 
i^v  positions  assigned. 

1  an  Lappy  to  report  that  the  column  and  officers  under  my  command,  in  &n 
*^R«Scment  against  fortified  works,  aided  by  the  whole  naval  forces  of  the 
uv-ffly,  did  their  duty. 
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I  congratulate  you  on  its  perfect  saccess,  as  well  as  the  xnaderatioa  and 
humanitj  exhibited  in  the  hour  of  victorj. 

Venr  respectfollj,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MURRAY. 
Commanding  2d  CMfmn. 
Commander  S.  G.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla^  fy:.^  Pamlico  Sound. 


TJmtbd  States  Steamer  Hbtzel, 

Oroatan  Sound,  N.  C^  February  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  joor  request,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

Leaving  this  anchorage  on  Sunday,  the  9th  instant,  in  company  with  the  rest 
of  the  light  squadron,  we  stood  up  Albemarle  sound,  and  towards  evening  saw 
some  of  the  enemy's  steamers,  which  were  pursued  into  the  Pasquotank  riTer, 
where  we  anchored  about  three  miles  inside. 

At  a  little  before  7  o'clock  the  next  morning,  got  under  way  and  stood  up  the 
river,  presently  discovering  the  rebel  flotilla  awaiting  our  approach  above  a  four- 
gun  batteiy  on  Cobb's  Point. 

The  position  in  the  column  assigned  to  the  Hetzel  was  such  that  it  was  not 
practicable,  in  this  narrow  stream,  to  fire  at  the  enemy's  steamers  without  i-u- 
dangering  the  lives  of  our  companions;  but  we  managed  to  get  two  shots  at  tbe 
hattery  and  one  at  an  armed  schooner — ^the  missiles  of  our  opponents  fidling 
thick  and  fiist  around  us. 

At  9.10  a.  m.  answered  general  signal,  *'  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy ! "  In 
fifteen  minutes  from  this  time  the  a&ir  was  finished,  the  battery  deserted,  and 
the  flotilla  burnt,  sunk,  captured,  or  put  to  flight.  At  9.45  a.  m.  received  on 
board,  for  surgical  assistance.  Acting  Midshipman  Wm.  0.  Jackson*  aged  18, 
mortally  wounded  while  making  his  way  to  the  shore  from  the  captured  steamer 
Ellis.  He  died  at  10  p.  m.,  and  was  buried  on  shore  the  next  morning  with  all 
possible  solemnities.  At  11.30  a.  m.  anchored  off  the  battery,  and  sent  Liea- 
tenant  Franklin  with  armed  boat's  crew  to  assist  in  its  destruction. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  coolness  aoJ 
gallant  conduct  of  all  under  my  ^ommand,  who  vied  with  one  another  in  the 
steady  and  faithful  performance  of  their  duty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 

hieutenant  Commanding 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Flotilla,  igc.,  8fc, 


United  States  Steamer  Unoerwritkr, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

This  morning  I  steamed  up  the  river  towai-ds  Elizabeth  City  in  the  positioa 
assigned  me.  On  arriving  within  less  than  a  mile  of  the  rebel  battery  and  ^hipd, 
when  the  general  signal  was  made  "make  a  dash  at  the  enemy  1 "  I  opened  fire. 
and  went  ahead  full  speed.  On  nearing  the  ships,  I  directea  die  pilot  to  [pot) 
this  vessel  alongside  the  Sea  Bird;  but  on  closing  within  a  couple  of  hundred 
yiurds,  I  observed  two  steamers  turning  to  escape,  therefore  passed  on  in  pur- 
suit.   One  of  them  was  cut  off,  and,  endeavoring  to  pass  across  my  stem,  ws« 
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met  bj  another  yesael  and  captured.  The  other  ranged  ahead,  keeping  up  a 
lively  fire  of  maflketiy,  which  was  returned  with  the  12-pounder  rifle,  but  did 
not  succeed  in  disabling  her  machinery,  and  she  soon  disappeared  round  a  turn 
iu  the  river. 

Arriving  in  front  of  the  town,  a  battery  of  horse  artillery,  standing  at  the 
iiead  of  Main  street*  moved  off.  I  went  alongside  the  wharf,  and  remained  until 
directed  to  drop  down  off  the  battery. 

The  occasion  offered  no  opportunity  for  the  display  of  individual  gallantry — 
nil  merit  my  approbation.  I,  however,  mention  particularly  Mr.  Walter  B. 
(iriffith,  master's  mate,  and  Mr.  John  Gahill,  second  assistant  engineer,  (acting 
chief;)  the  former,  as  in  the  actions  of  the  7th  and  8th,  worked  his  rifled  gun 
irith  coolness  and  precision.  The  latter  was  of  great  service  in  his  own  de- 
partment, and  also  assisted  at  the  after  gun. 

Ammimition  expended :  For  80-pounder  rifle,  9  shells ;  for  12-pounder  rifle, 
IS  abcOs  and  1  stand  of  grape ;  for  8-inch  gun,  4  shells ;  for  12-pounder  howit- 
zer, 1  shi^nel,  2  canister. 

Bespecdully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Commander  8.  0.  Rowan,    ' 

United  StattM  Nary, 


Unitbd  States  Stbamer  Delaware, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  follovring  report : 
Od  the  9th  instant,  at  2.30  p.  m.,  the  United  States  naval  flotilla,  consisting 
of  fourteen  armed  steamers  under  your  command,  weighed  anchor  for  ElizabeUi 
Citj.  Late  in  the  afternoon  two  rebel  steamers  were  discovered  standing  for 
Elizabeth  City.  The  United  States  steamer  Lockwood  with  this  vessel  imme- 
diately eave  chase,  but  darkness  prevented  our  overtaking  them.  At  8  p.  m 
tbt;  flotiifla  came  to  anchor,  distant  about  fourteen  miles  from  Elizabeth  City. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  at  6  a.  ro.,  signal  was  made  from  this  ship  for  the 
flotilla  to  get  under  weigh,  and  at  8  a.  m.,  when  standing  on  our  course,  dis- 
erirered  the  enemy's  gunboats,  consisting  of  seven  steamers  and  one  armed 
icbooner  of  two  guns,  a  fine  battery  on  our  left  of  four  guns,  and  one  gun  in  the 
citT  facing  us.  When  within  range,  signal  was  made,  in  accordance  to  the 
oroera  of  Uie  commanding  officer  of  the  flotilla,  to  "  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy,*' 
which  signal  was  again  repeated  within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy,  at  the 
ftune  time  terrible  execution  with  our  cnins,  and  filling  the  air  with  shot  and 
iheU. 

At  9.25  a.  m.,  precisely  nineteen  minutes  from  the  time  the  first  gim  was  fired, 
the  schooner  stmdc  her  colors,  and  was  found  to  be  on  fire.  About  the  same 
^  the  rebel  flag  on  the  battery  at  Oobb's  Point  was  taken  down  and  waved 
|>7  the  garrison ;  whereupon  the  rebel  gunboats,  with  two  exceptions,  ran  dose 
^  shore,  and  were  instantaneously  set  on  fire  and  abandoned  by  their  crews, 
^^me  of  whcMn  escaped  in  boats,  and  others,  jumping  overbowl,  swam  and 
▼ided  to  the  shore. 

1  now  gave  the  order  to  my  acting  aid,  Assistant  Paymaster  F.  B.  Curtis,  to 
lure  the  cutter  manned,  and  bring  off  a  rebel  flag  for  Commander  Bowan,  which 
^u  fijing  on  board  the  rebel  steamer  Fanny.  J.  H.  Baymond,  acting  master's 
^^  together  with  a  part  of  his  division,  jumped  into  the  boat  with  F.  B. 
^'utis,  and  boarded  the  steamer  Fanny,  which  was  at  the  time  on  fire,  hauled 
<^vii  the  rebel  flag,  and  then  proceeded  on  shore  to  the  battary,  being  the  first 
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to  land,  when  the  stars  and  stripes  were  planted  bj  Mr.  Raymond ,  amidst  ti^ 
mendoas  cheering  from  the  flotilla ;  afber  which,  in  obedience  to  a  recall,  thf r 
returned  on  board  this  vessel,  which  was  moored  to  the  wharf  at  Elizabeth  City 
at  9.45  a.  m. ;  thus  ending  one  K>f  the  shortest  and  most  brilliant  engagements 
that  has  occorred  during  this  unfortunate  eivil  war. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  officers  and  men  attaclied  to  this 
vessel  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  the  action  of  the  10th  instant.  Gmi 
credit  is  due  to  our  pilot,  Nassa  8.  Williams,  for  invaluable  services  lendert:^ 
during  the  engagement 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  P.  QUACKENBU8H, 
lAeiuemnnt  Comfnanding. 
*    Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  United  Staiet  FlotiUa,  ifc. 


United  States  Steamer  Gommodobb  Pbrrv, 

Roanoke  Island,  February  28*  1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  action  of  the  10th  instant,  at  Cobb's  Point  battery,  the  battm^j 
schooner,  and  steamers  opened  fire  on  us  about  8  a.  m.  About  8.15  we  com- 
menced to  return  it,  firing  at  the  battery  and  Sea  Bird  alone.  After  pas'^nig 
the  battery,  we  fired  only  at  the  Sea  Bird.  We  ran  her  down,  and  took  her 
officers  and  crew  prisoners.  In  the  collision  the  ring-stopper  of  the  anchor  was 
snapped,  and  the  anchor  went  to  the  bottom,  which  accident,  together  with  the 
delay  occasioned  by  receiving  on  board  the  prisoners,  prevented  us  from  making 
another  capture.  While  engaged  in  receiving  the  prisoners,  ten  of  the  enemj^ei 
small  steamers  ran  around  veiy  close  to,  firing  at  us  with  musketry,  by  which 
two  of  my  men  were  killed  and  an  officer  wounded.  The  vessel  was  nnt 
struck  by  shot  or  shell.  We  fired  fifteen  shells,  tha  greater  number  at  the 
battery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

G.  W.  FLUSSER,  Lieutenant' Commanding, 

Commander  8.  0.  Rowan, 

Commanding  United  State*  Naval  Flotilla,  Sfc. 

Liit  of  the  kiUed  and  wounded  on  the  Commodore  Ferry. 

Killed. — Frederick  Wierland,  seaman;  Thomas  O'Mara,  company  A,  4th 
Rhode  Island  volunteers,  bom  at  Fall  River,  Massachusetts. 

Wounded, — Henry  G.  Webster,  acting  master's  mate,  in  the  leg,  severely,  bat 
not  dangerously. 

Very  resnectfully,  &x^ 

C.  W.  FLUSSER. 


United  States  Steamer  Valley  Gity, 

Of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  proceedinga  of 
this  vessel  in  the  action  off  this  city  on  this  day : 

After  steaming  up  die  river  until  8  o'clock  yesterday  evening,  I  came  to  an* 
ch^r  with  the  other  flotilla  about  seventeen  miles  below  ElizabeSi  City. 

February  10.— At  6.30  a.  m.  got  under  way  in  obedience  to  signal,  and 
stood  up  the  riverr  in  company  with  the  rest  of  the  flotilla.    When  nearing  the 
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ipproaeiies  of  the  city,  received  the  fire  of  a  rebel  batterj  on  Bbore.  I  imme- 
iiiltly  maimed  my  port  batterj,  and  kept  ap  a  brisk  return  of  the  fire.  A 
rtramer  and  schooner,  bearing  the  rebel  flag,  opened  fire  on  our  starboard  bow ; 
lYinmed  their  fire  with  my  starboard  battery.  A  shell  firom  the  enemy  paasing 
through  both  my  boats,  rendered  them  entirely  unfit  for  service. 

Upon 'signal  ''make  a  dash  at  the  enemy,"  increased  the  speed,  and  fired 
several  brisk  broadsides  at  the  enemy's  battery.  A  shell  firom  the  shore  pene* 
trsted  the  side  and  passed  through  the  magazine,  exploding  outside  the  screen 
on  the  berth-deck.  Seveial  of  the  powder  divisions  were  severely  scorched,  the 
protecting  bulkheads  were  torn  to  pieces,  and  the  forward  part  of  the  berth-deck 
Kt  on  fire  by  the  explosion.  Ordered  the  pamps  to  be  manned,  and  speedily 
gv^t  the  fire  subdued.  In  forty  mimites  from  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
came  to  anchor  within  the  precincts  of  Elizabeth  City. 

I  take  pleasure  in  again  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  this  vessel,  and  particularly  I  desire  to  bring  under  your  notice  the 
CAol  intrepidity  and  thorough  practical  seamanship  displayed  by  master's  mate, 
J.  A  J.  brooks,  in  manoeuvring  this  vessel  while  under  the  hottest  of  the 
eocmy's  fire ;  also  to  the  undaunted  presence  of  mind  of  the  gunner's  mate, 
John  Davis,  who,  whOe  at  his  station  in  the  magazine,  when  the  shell  pene- 
tzBted  the  side  and  ignited  the  bertb-deck,  as  above  reported,  did  cover  a  barrel 
ti  powder  with  his  own  person,  thereby  preventing  an  explosion,  while  at  the 
Mme  time  passing  powder,  providing  for  the  gnn  divisions  on  the  upper  deck. 

I  beg  to  enclose  the  surgeon's  report  of  the  casualties  during  the  day. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  G.  CHAPLIN,  Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Commander  8.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  Sfc. 


Unitbd  States  Stbamer  Morsb, 
Of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C^  February  15,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  instant,  I  submit  the  following 
jvptft  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  during  the  engagement  of  the  10th  instant. 
At  7  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signals,  we  got  under  way.  Opened  fire  on  the 
enemy  with  shells,  at  a  distance  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  maintaining  a 
»t^v  fire  until  the  termination  of  the  engagement ;  after  which  a  few  fragments 
•<f  t  shrapnel  were  found  on  deck,  which,  with  a  shot  through  the  ensign,  were 
^  only  ones  received,  neither  killing  nor  wounding  any  person  on  board. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  throughout  with  the  utmost  bravery  and  cool- 
nctt.    In  all,  thirteen  shell  and  on?  shrapnel  were  expended. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  Sec, 

PETER  HAYS, 
Acting  Master  Commanding, 
Commander  8.  G.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla,  ic. 


United  States  Steamer  Lockwood, 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  12, 1862. 

8tK :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  action  at  Elisa- 
l«th  City  on  the  10th  mstant. 

At  9  a.  m«  engaged  the  enemy,  directing  my  fire  upon  their  armed  schooner 
nail  her  crew  deserted  her,  when  I  hauled  across  the  river  towards  the  Fanny, 
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firing  shrapnel  and  vollejs  of  musketry.  The  enemy  took  to  their  boats,  {s^*n 
setting  fire  to  their  yessel,)  and  retreated  under  a  heavy  fire.  I  boarded  as  soou 
as  possible  with  mj  boats,  but  found  the  fire  too  mach  spread  to  aabdue ;  5GcJ 
ceeded  in  capturing  20  stand  of  arms.  Received  a  shot  throngh  onr  smokeJ 
stack,  and  had  our  boat's  davits  unshipped  by  a  spent  sho  t ;  no  one  injuivdj 
The  officers  and  men  behaved  nobly.  Expended  8  rounds  of  80-poander  anuna 
nition ;  4  rounds  of  howitzer  ditto ;  50  rounds  of  buck  and  ball  ditto. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  W.  GRAVES. 
Acting  Mfuter  GnMnanding. 
Commander  8.  L.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Divinon. 


United  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  10.  1862. 

Sir  :  I  engaged  the  enemy  this  morning  at  8 .  20 ;  discovered  a  rebel  schoon^i 
abandoned  and  fired,  mounting  two  32*s.  Not  being  able  to  extinguish  the  fiie| 
I  scuttled  her.  I  took  from  her  6  muskets ;  12  boarding  pikes ;  books  and  papcrj 
of  the  rebel  paymaster. 

I  expended  during  the  action  six  shells.  My  officers  and  men  behaved  noil) 
during  the  fight. 

Very  respectfullyi  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FRENCH, 
Acting  Master  Commanding. 
Conmiander  S.  0  Rowan, 

ComTnanding  Naval  Flotill^t,  Sfc. 


United  States  Steamer  Shawshbbn, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  ordei*  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  Ae  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  steamer,  under  my  command,  at  the  attack  oQ 
Cobb's  Point  battery ;  also  on  a  fieet  of  rebel  gunboats  aud  one  armed  scboooer^ 
stationed  near  by  to  support  said  battery. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  thirteen  of  our  gunboats  were  at  ancfaur 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Pasquotank  river,  having  anchored  there  the  preceding? 
night.  At  6 .  30  a.  m.  a  sail  was  discovered  crossing  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
outside  of  the  fleet,  when  some  of  the  gunboats  gave  chase.  I  also  got  under 
W|iy  and  stood  out  in  pursuit,  and.  seeing  her  running  for  the  land,  I  fired  a  elioti 
across  her  bows,  which  brought  her  to,  when  the  Seymour,  being  in  advance  of 
the  other  boats,  took  her  in  tow.  She  proved  to  be  a  schooner  loaded  with 
wood.  I  immediately  stood  up  the  river  after  the  fleet,  which  had  got  onder 
way,  and  was  proceeding  slowly  up  the  river  towards  Elizabeth  City.  I  sooii 
overtook  them.  At  7 .  30  a.  m.  some  rebel  steamers  were  disc(fvered  ahead,  ap- 
parently on  the  retreat  At  8  a.  m.  came  in  sight  of  the  battery,  and  saw  the 
steamers  form  in  order  across  the  river  opposite.  Our  steamers  advanced  at  a 
medium  tate,  when,  being  within  about  two  miles  of  the  battery,  the  steamer^ 
and  armed  schooners  opened  fire  upon  our  fieet.  At  8 .  30  a.  m.  the  battcrr 
commenced  firing,  their  shot  reachmg  our  steamers,  but  doing  no  injury,  wbf'n 
onr  fieet  ran  up  within  good  range.  Signals  were  made  by  Commander  Rowa» 
on  his  flag-ship,  the  Delaware,  to  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy,  and  fire  at  UksuaI 
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vta  discretioii,  when  all  the  steamerB  went  ahead  at  fiill  speed,  and  opened  on 
the  enemj  a  well-directed  fire,  which  fire  was  repeated  in  quick  sticcesBion  as 
w(*  advanced.  Their  shot  and  shell  fell  rapidly  among  ns,  some  of  which  took 
»ffect,  bnt  still  we  advanced  on  the  enemy,  which,  with  our  fire,  threw  them  into 
confusion,  although  they  endeavored  to  make  an  able  resistance ;  but  when  they 
discovered  oar  intention  to  board,  their  men  left  their  guns,  their  steamers  w6re 
beaded  towards  the  shore  and  some  of  them  set  on  fire — the  flag  on  the  fort's 
battery  was  hauled  down  and  it  deserted — ^when  our  leading  steamers  made  a 
most  gallant  manoeuvre  and  ran  them  aboard,  sinking  two,  capturing  one,  and 
the  schooner  was  set  on  fire  and  deserted.  I  was  running  for  the  steamer  Fanny, 
and  being  so  near  that  all  hands  were  ready  to  board  and  run,  using  muskets 
and  email  arms,  at  the  retreating  rebels,  who  waved  a  flag  in  defiance  at  us.  As 
«(^  ran  about  to  board  her,  discovered  her  to  be  on  fire,  and  was  ordered  to  back 
off  from  her  by  Commander  Rowan,  which  I  did,  and  followed  other  steamers 
in  porsnit  of  one  of  the  rebel  steamers,  which  was  making  her  escape  by  way 
of  the  canal.  After  chasing  her  some  way  up  the  canal,  the  chase  was  given 
up.  Some  of  our  steamers  went  up  to  the  wharf,  including  the  flag-ship  Dcla- 
«.tre.  One  new  gunboat  building  and  one  old  gunboat  repairing  were  set  on 
firp,  and  the  city  fired  in  several  places.  After  remaining  some  time  up  at  the 
cirv,  I  was  ordered  to  anchor  down  near  the  battery  on  Cobb's  Point,  which  I 
did,  as  did  all  the  fleet  soon  afterwards;  having  expended  10  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition for  forward  rifled  gun,  and  50  charges  small-arm  ammunition,  and  receiv- 
ing no  injury  throughout  the  engagement.  Permit  me  to  add  that  all  under  my 
command,  both  officers  and  crew,  worked  with  a  determined  will  worthy  of 
tbanselves  and  the  noble  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THOMAS  J.  WOODWARD, 

Acting  Master  Commanding, 
S.  CBOWAN, 

Qnnmandrng  Albemarle  Flotilla. 


United  Statks  Stbambr  Hbnry  Brinker, 

Of  Roanoke  Island,  March  1,  1862.    . 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  vessel  under  my  com- 
mand in  the  engagement  at  Elizaberh  City  on  the  10th  instant. 

At  8  a.  m.  (the  enemy's  eunboats  being  in  sight)  was  in  the  position  assigned 
me  by  my  commander,  in  tne  rear  of  the  first  division. 

Owing  to  my  position,  I  was  unable  to  fire  with  either  safety  to  our  own  ves- 
9e]h  or  effect  on  the  enemy,  until  nearly  opposite  the  battery  on  Cobb's  Point, 
»hen  we  fired  three  shots  at  the  schooner  battery  on  the  northern  shore  of  the 
nnr.  The  schooner,  ceasing  to  fire,  approached  the  battery.  Had  fired  but 
four  .«hots  when  the  order  to  "  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy"  was  given  by  the 
%-ship  Delaware.  Closed  in,  but  had  no  opportunity  to  engage,  the  enemy 
^inp  completely  routed  by  the  vessels  in  advance.  Came  to  anchor  near  the 
l«r,  above  Cobb's  Point,  and  awaited  orders. 

Amnanition  expended,  seven  rounds ;  casualties,  none.  The  vessel  was  not 
nmck  by  the  enemy's  shot.  My  officers  and  crew  behaved  with  their  usual 
plkntry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  E.  GTDDINGS, 
»  Acting  Master  Commanding, 

C^puoander  8.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Albemarle  Sounds 
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UnITBO  StaTBS  StBAMBR  GbNBRAL  PuTNAMt 

OffElizabeih  City,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  proceedings  of  yeeterdaj,  I 
regret  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  had  condition  of  our  holler,  and  consequetiilv 
the  slownees  of  my  hoat,  I  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  take  a  part  in  the  flctioc^ 
hat  rendered  assistance  in  getting  the  Geres  and  her  prize  afloat,  they  bodj 
heing  ashore ;  then  steamed  np  to  the  city,  and  received  orders  to  anchor  bel^vi 
Sent  a  hoat  to  put  out  the  nre  of  the  armed  schooner,  hut  the  fire  was  too  f«i 
advanced  to  be  subdued.  Seeing  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore,  I  sent  a  boat  and 
brought  off  a  man,  who  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  which  was  burnt 
He  claims  to  be  a  pilot  through  all  the  waters  of  North  Carolina, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  J.  HOTCHKISS, 

Acting  MastcTt  Canananding, 
Lieutenant  Davenport, 

Commanding  Third  Division, 


List  of  casualties  off  Elizabeth  City, 

UNITED  STATES   STEAMER  VALLEY  CITY. 

TFewnJeJ.— Thomas  J.  Daniels,  pilot,  severely;  Thomas  Doyle,  ordinvj 
seaman,  severely ;  John  Lahey,  nurse,  slightly ;  James  A.  Young,  oflicers*  cuok^ 
severely. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  UNDERWRITER. 

Wounded. — James  Matthews,  master-at-arms,  slightly. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  CERES. 

Wounded, — ^Timothy  Dacey,  ordinary  seamen,  slightly. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COMMODORE  PERRY. 

Killed, — Frederick  Wierland,  seaman ;  Thomas  O'Mara,  private,  company  A, 
fourth  regiment  Rhode  Inland  volunteers.  Wounded, — Henry  C.  Webster, 
acting  master's  mate,  slightly. 

Recapitulation. — Killed,  2 ;  wounded,  7. 


ORDER. 

United  States  Steamer  Delaware, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  February  11,  1S62. 

The  commander  of  the  flotilla  in  Albemarle  sound  avails  himself  of  the 
earliest  moment  to  make  a  public  acknowledgment  of  the  coolness,  gallsntrj. 
and  skill  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command  in  the  captarr 
and  destruction  of  the  enemy's  battery  and  squadron  at  Cobb*s  Point  The 
sti-ict  obseivancc  of  the  plan  of  attack,  and  tVe  steady  hut  onward  course  of  the 
ships,  without  returning  a  shot  until  within  three^uarters  of  a  mile  of  the  fort. 
excited  the  admiration  o(  our  enemies. 

The  undersigned  is  particularly  gratified  at  the  evidence  of  the  high  (&- 
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cipline  of  Ae  crews  in  reframing'  from  trespassing  in  the  sligfatest  degree  upon 
the  prinue  jffoperty  of  defenceless  people  in  a  defenceless  town.  The  generous 
t4kT  to  go  on  Miore  and  extinguish  the  fiAmes  applied  bj  the  torch  of  a  vandal 
soldiery  to  the  hoosee  of  their  own  defenceless  women  and  children  is  a  striking 
evidence  of  the  justness  of  our  cause,  and  must  have  its  effect  in  teaching  our 
delnded  coantrjmen  a  lesson  in  humanity  and  ciTilisation. 

S.  0.  ROWAN, 
Commending  Flotilla^  Albemarle  Sound, 


Capture  of  Fart  Macon, 


United  States  Stbambr  Daylight, 

Beaufort  Harbor,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Fort  Macon  is  ours,  after  one 
dtj*s  bomhardment,  in  which  the  gunboats  under  mj  command  participated. 
Oar  load  is  one  engineer,  wounded  in  the  arm  by  a  round  shot,  or  rather  the 
yplintei^,  the  shot  entering  our  starboard  quarter,  and  lodging  in  the  opposite 
5itle  oi  the  ship.  The  army  had  one  killed  and  two  wounded,  I  hear.  Far* 
ticniars  of  our  part  in  the  capture  hereafter. 
In  baste,  yours,  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  LOCKWOOD, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 
Fkg-Officer  L.  M.  Golds  borough, 

Com'd'g  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads, 


United  States  Peopellbr  Daylight, 

Beaufort  Harbor,  April  27,  1862. 

Sit :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  25th  instant,  our  batteries  on 
ibore  being  in  position,  fire  was  opened  about  6  a.  m.  on  Fort  Macon.     On  its 
Wing  reported,  I  got  under  way  and  steamed  towards  the  other  blockading 
re:Hiel«,  making  signals  for  them  to  get  under  way,  to  prepare  for  action,  and 
fnnir  in  line  ahead.     When  within  range,  as  near  as  the  shoals  allowed  us  to  ap- 
prottb,  the  Daylight  opened  fire,  followed  in  succession  by  the  State  of  Georgia, 
Commander  James  F.  Armstrong ;  the  gunboat  Chippewa,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ntjS  A.  Biyson,  and  the  bark  Gemsbok,  Acting  Lieutenant  Edward  Gayendy. 
Ilie  three  steamers  kept  under  way,  steaming  around  in  a  circle,  delivering 
tii«'ir  fire  as  they  came  within  range  at  a  mile  and  a  quarter  distant  from  the 
M;  the  bark  anchored.     After  firing  a  number  of  rounds  of  shot  and  shell, 
finding  that  the  sea,  from  a  southwest  wind  blowing  on  shore,  caused  the  yessels 
to  roll  «o  quick  and  deep  as  to  render  our  guns  almost  unmanageable,  to  affect 
oQr  range,  and  the  accuracy  of  our  aim,  I  reluctantly  withdrew,  after  being  cn- 
ir<ig«d  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  hoping  that  the  wind  and  sea  would  subside 
(^  a»  to  enable  ns  to  renew  our  firing  in  the  afternoon.     I  the  more  readily 
>3opted  that  course,  as  we  did  not  contemplate  to  be  continuously  engaged,  but 
t<«  occasionally  open  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  we  expected  would  hold  out  for 
•^^enil  days,    liie  wind  and  sea  increasing  rendered  the  renewal  of  the  engage- 
ment impracticaBle  that  afternoon  by  the  gunboats.     Towards  evening  a  flag  of 
tnjci»  was  displayed  from  the  fort,  which  passed  into  our  possession  the  foliow- 
iof  morning,  and  we  heartily  cheered  the  reappearance  of  our  old  flag  over  the 
am|Kirts  of  Fort  Mac<m  about  1 0  a.  m.,  April  26,  1862.  • 

On  entering  the  post  I  had  an  interview  with  Major  General  Bumside,  and 
ve  jointly  signed  the  terms  of  capitulation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  forces. 
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We  expended  nearly  one-half  of  onr  fifteen-second  fosed  sbelfe,  and  I  am  happy 
to  Bay  with  good  effect;  and  our  time  of  attack  was  moet  opportune,  as  we  drew 
the  me  of  the  enemy  from  an  importAt  land  battery,  which  enabled  onr  forced 
to  repair  damages  caused  by  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  enemy  thereon,  llip 
fire  of  the  enemy  on  the  vessels  from  gnns  of  greater  range  was  excellent.  Tbeir 
shot  and  shell  fell  around  us  in  every  direction.  Many  good  line  shots  pas^j 
just  over  and  beyond  us  as  we  successively  passed  their  line  of  fire«  and  wii 
were  exceedingly  fortunate  in  receiving  so  little  damage.  The  Daylight  w;d 
struck  by  an  8-inch  solid  shot  on  the  starboard  quarter,  below  the  spar  dc-ck< 
passing  through  several  bulkheads  and  the  deck  oelow  to  the  opposite  side  4 
the  vessel  in  the  engine  room,  about  six  inches  above  the  machinery,  among 
which  it  dropped.  A  splinter  fractured  the  small  bone  of  the  right  forearm  <>I 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Eugene  J.  Wade,  and  I  am  happy  to  suts 
that  Uiis  was  the  only  casualty  that  occurred. 

I  am  informed  that  our  forces  on  shore  had  one  killed  and  two  wounded,  mu] 
that  the  enemy  had  eight  killed  and  twenty  wounded.  It  is  remarkable  tLM 
so  important  a  victory  should  have  been  achieved  with  so  little  loss  of  life,  par^ 
ticularly  as  the  interior  of  the  fort  was  literally  covered  with  the  fragments  oi 
bombs  and  shells,  and  many  of  their  guns  disabled. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  the  several  commanders,  and  it  give?  m^ 
great  pleasure  to  commend  the  gallantry  of  all. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  LOCKWOOD. 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  prt*ent. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S*  Flag'Ship  Minnesota,  Hampton  Boads,  Va. 


United  States  Steamer  State  op  Georgia, 

Of  Fort  Mccon,  N.  C,  AprU  26,  1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand,  herewith,  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  am- 
munition expended  during  the  action  of  yesterday. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  well  directed,  their  shot  and  shell  falling  tbick 
and  fast  around  us,  one  passing  through  the  American  ensign  at  the  peak. 
While  making  the  circle,  under  the  fire  of  the  fort,  we  touched  bottom  slightlvt 
without  damage.  The  coolness  and  spirit  displayed  by  the  officers  and  crew  o( 
this  vessel  deserves  the  highest  praise. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

JAMES  F.  ARMSTRONG,  Commander. 
Captain  SaxMuel  Lock  wood, 

Ctnnmander  and  benior  Officer,  »off  Fort  Macon,  North  Carolina, 


United  States  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Beav/ort,  April  27,  1862, 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  an  account  i»l 
the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  at  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Macon  on  the  26th 
instant. 

In  accordance  with  your  signal  we  got  under  way  at  8  o'clock;  and  follovin.2 
in  line  stood  in  for  the  fort.  I  am  surprised  that  our  firing  should  have  been 
so  accurate,  when  I  take  into  consideration  the  rolling  of  the  vessel.  At  timf  f 
the  mnzale  of  our  eleven-inch  pivot  gun  was  within  a  very  short  distance  of  thi 
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water.    During  the  time  we  were  in  the  engagement  we  fired  twelve  rounds 
from  the  eleven-inch  gon,  and  ten  from  the  twenty-pound  Parrott. 

The  eheU  fix>m  the  fort  passed  through  our  rigging  and  exploded  all  around 
u»,  but  I  am  happ7  to  be  able  to  state  that  no  one  was  injured ;  neither  did  the 
hull  or  rigging  receive  the  slightest  damage.  Both  officers  and  men,  few  of 
xrhom  had  ever  been  under  fire  before,  behaved  with  the  greatest  coolness  and 
braveiy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

A.  BRY80N,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  Samuel  Lockwood,  Senior  Officer  present. 


United  States  Steamer  Gbmsbok, 
Off  Beaufortt  North  Carolina,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  following  statement  of  the  part 
this  vessel  took  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Macon,  between  the  hours  of  8  and 
10  a.  ra.  on  the  above  date. 

Agreeably  to  signal  from  my  senior  officer  I  prepared  the  ship  ready  for  action ; 
at  7.55  perceived  signal  to  get  underway  to  the  fort  and  to  open  fire;  at  Shove 
np  anchor  and  stood  in  toward  Fort  Macon,  and  anchored  close  in  to  the  breakers, 
in  four  fathoms  water,  distant  one  mile  (large  distance)  from  the  fort.  Imme- 
diately opened  fire,  and  continued  firing  until  the  flag-ship  stood  off,  when  I 
hove  up  anchor  and  stood  for  the  anchorage.  Fired  twenty-eight  shot  and  shell 
It  the  fort.  Having  but  a  small  quantity  of  long  range  fuses  that  would  reach 
\kt  fort,  I  was  compelled  to  use  hollow  Bhell  and  shot  instead. 

During  the  time  the  ship  was  in  action  several  shot  and  shell  came  very  near 
Ti!' ;  only  one,  however,  did  any  damage,  that  carrying  away  the  forward  star- 
Ward  nuun  topmast  backstay  ten  feet  from  the  deck  \  also  carrying  away  the 
Slain  topsail  halliards  and^main  brace. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respcctfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CAVENDY,  Commanding  Gemshok. 

Samurl  Lockwood, 

Senior  Oficer,  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Daylight, 


United  States  Steamer  Ellts, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  April  26,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  to  you  the  following  report : 
Fort  Macon  surrendered  after  being  bombarded  for  ten  hours.  In  my  letter 
i<f  the  23d  instant  to  you  I  mentioned  the  superior  range  of  the  fort's  guns  and 
my  inability  to  reach  it  at  two  miles,  even  with  the  increased  charge  of  eight 
pounds.  On  Friday,  the  morning  of  the  attack,  the  wind  was  fresh  from  the 
•oQthward  and  westward,  making  sufficient  sea  to  render  my  fire  very  uncer- 
tain, and  to  endanger  the  vessel  on  the  shoals.  These  circumstances,  and  the 
poiir  tange  of  my  gun,  decided  me  not  to  engage  with  the  Ellis ;  so  I  was 
(»hliged  to  content  myself  with  offering  the  services  of  my  people,  to  assist  at 
tlic  gons  on  the  canal  boats.  ]!ilr.  Porter  worked  one  for  a  short  time,  but  or- 
im  soon  came  to  stop  it,  and  when  the  firing  ceased  we  were  engaged  in 
founding  out  a  better  position  for  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  FRANKLIN, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Ellis,    * 
Commodore  8.  G.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U,  S.  naval  forces  in  North  Carolina, 

•18 
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Lieutenant  Commanding  Fltuier^s  report  of  ohitruction  of  the  Albemarle  and 

Chesapeake  canah  April  23  and  24,  1862. 

■ 

TJnitbo  States  Steamer  PHiLADSLPHiAt 

Of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C^  April  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  Finding  that  the  anny  had  failed  to  accomplish  the  purpose  for  whicli 
it  was  landed  near  Klizabeth  Citji  and  having  returned  to  its  post  without  ac- 
complishing either  the  destruction  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  canals*  I  resolved 
to  undertake  it  with  the  navy;  I  accordinglj  gave  orders  to  Lieatenant  Com- 
manding Flusser,  and  furnished  him  with  all  the  means  he  required;  he  accom- 
plished the  work  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  in  his  usual  able  and  energetic 
manner.  I  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser's  report 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  BOWAN, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces  Sounds  of  North  CaroHna. 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia*    . 


United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

Of  Elizabeth  City,  April  25,  1S62. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  this  place  on  the  23d  instant,  in  the 
Lockwood,  with  the  Whitehead,  and  Putnam  in  company,  each  with  an 
officer  and  a  detachment  of  men  on  board ;  the  Lockwood  towine  the  wreck* 
ing  schooner  Emma  Slade,  with  the  apparatus  for  blowing  up  we  bank^  t^ 
block  up  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  canal. 

At  the  mouth  of  North  river  we  were  joined  by  the  Shawsheen*  having 
in  tow  a  schooner  which  had  been  sent  the  day  before  to  Roanoke  island  to  bf 
filled  with  sand. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  fifty  men  were  landed  on  each  bank,  while  a 
launch  with  a  heavy  12'pounder  was  sent  up  the  canal,  and  with  this  force  we 
moved  up  two  miles,  examining  the  banks  to  find  the  best  place  for  operationft. 

I  concluded  to  place  the  obstruction  near  the  mouth,  that  the  men  while  at 
work  might  be  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  steamers,  and  the  enemy  be  pre- 
vented from  removing  it. 

The  schooner  was  sunk  just  inside  of  the  canal,  and  with  brush,  stompsp 
rails,  trunks  of  heavy  trees,  and  earth,  the  passage  was  obstructed  from  the 
schooner  about  fifty  yards  above.  We  were  occupied  from  noon  till  sunflet 
of  the  23d,  and  firom  7.30  a.  m.  till  half  an  hour  after  sunset  of  the  24th.  Earth 
was  thrown  in  by  hand  from  each  bank  as  far  as  could  be,  but  we  had  no  wheel- 
barrows to  carry  it  to  the  middle. 

Professor  Maillefert,  of  the  New  York  Submarine  Engineer  Company,  and 
his  assistants  were  of  great  service  to  me;  indeed,  I  was  mostly  governed  by  his 
advice,  as  he  is  more  familiar  with  this  sort  of  work  than  I  am.  He  is  of 
opinion  that  it  will  require  two  or  three  months'  labor,  with  a  dredginp;  machiae» 
to  remove  what  we  have  placed  in  a  day  and  a  half.  He  says  it  wifi  be  eaaier 
and  cheaper  to  cut  a  new  outlet  than  to  remove  the  obstruction* 

The  reoels  have,  I  think,  no  thought  of  using  .that  canal,  as  they  have  them- 
selves been  obstructing  it  above  and  below  the  bridge. 
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It  would  be  weQ  to  send  a  steamer  there  daily  until  the  timber  is  water-soaked 
ffid  Bonk. 

Very  respectfblly,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  W.  FLUSSER, 

LAeutenant  Commanding, 
Commander  8.  G.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Naval  Forces,  inner  waters  of  North  Carolina. 


CffTtmander  Smith  to  Flag  Officer  GoldshorougK  about  the  capture  of  York- 
town  and  assistance  rendered  General  McClellan, 

United  States  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Yorktown,  Va.,  May  5,  1862. 

Sib  :  About  7  o'clock  yesterday  morning  we  saw  an  American  ensign  float- 
inj^  over  one  of  the  rebel  redoubts  at  Yorktown,  and  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
1  receired  from  Greneral  McClellan  a  telegraphic  despatch  saying, ''  Yorktown 
u  in  ov  possession,  please  come  up  and  help  us  in  communicating  with  Glon* 
t^tK,**  and  requesting  me  to  send  some  of  the  boats  up  York  river  to  recon- 
fictitre  and  seize  schooners. 

The  squadron  was  immediately  under  way  and  stood  up  the  river.  When 
ftnr  Gloucester  Point  I  sent  Master  Whitehead,  of  this  ship,  to  hoist  the 
American  flag  at  that  place.  I  then  despatched  the  Gorwin,  Lieutenant  Com- 
Bnnding  PhdpSf  and  Currituck,  Acting  Master  Shankland,  to  reconnoitre  up 
York  river,  to  the  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles ;  the  other  vessels  anchored 
It  this  place. 

We  round  only  one  small  schooner,  which  had  been  abandoned.  All  other 
vT98el8  had  gone  up  the  river ;  some  few  were  still  in  sight,  but  at  a  considerable 
fctance. 

At  11  a.  m.  I  received  a  despatch  from  General  McClellan  requesting  me  to 
»end  two  boats  to  reconnoitre  as  far  up  as  West  Point,  and  let  the  rest  escort 
Pfioklin's  division,  which  was  to  go  by  water.  I  directed  Lieutenant  Com- 
ttuuiding  Patterson,  in  the  Chocura,  to  proceed  up  the  river  to  West  Point, 
^ng  with  him  the  Corwin,  (which  had  not  yet  returned,)  and  to  send  back 
tif  Cwrituck. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  Currituck  returned,  and  her  commander  rcported^that  he  had 
UfQ  ahont  twelve  miles  up  the  river;  that  Bigelow's  wharf,  ten  miles  above, 
vu  btmiing,  and  he  had  not  seen  anv  batteries  on  the  banks.  Just  as  the  Cur-  • 
nt&ck  returned  I  received  a  despatcn  from  General  McClellan,  saying  that  it 
*v  of  the  first  importance  that  some  of  the  boats  should  hurry  up  and  destroy 
the  transportation.  I  therefore  despatched  the  Currituck,  with  orders  to  go  up 
tlH»  river  and,  if  possible,  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Pamnnkey  river, 
4&d  then  tdegra^ed  to  Greneral  McClellan  to  inform  him  what  I  had  done. 

At  4  p.  DL  I  received  another  despatch  ft-om  General  McClellan,  requesting^ 
B^  not  to  bum  the  bridge,  but  to  save  it  if  possible.  I  immediately  detspatched 
^tenant  Commanding  Henry,  in  the  Sebago,  up  the  river,  with  orders  when 
W  fhonld  meet  the  CorWin  returning  here  to  send  her  back  in  pursuit  of  the 
I'muick,  and  prevent  the  burning  of  the  bridge. 

At  8p.  m.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Patterson,  in  the  Chocura,  returned  and 
f^I^rted  that  he  had  been  to  West  Poin^;  that  he  had  not  found  any  batteries 
"T  raldiers  at  that  place,  nor  at  any  other  point  on  the  river,  but  found  a  white 
^  fljiog  there,  and  saw  white  flags  flying  at  many  places  as  he  went  up  the 
^^^-   I  endose  a  copy  of  his  report. 

At  9.30  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Henry,  in  the  Sebago,  returned,  hav- 
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ing  met  the  Corwin  and  eent  her  in  pursait  of  the  Gnrritack.  The  Seba^ 
towed  down  a  email  schooner  and  lannch  captured  bj  the  Corwin,  having  ^m 
board  four  deserters  from  the  rebel  camp  and  five  men  belonging  to  small  yks- 
sels  in  the  transport  service,  nil  of  whom  had  given  themselves  up  to  the 
steamer,  and  whom  \  have  to-daj  transferred  to  the  provost  marshal ;  al^o  trn 
negroes  who  had  given  themselves  up,  and  whom  I  have  transferred  to  Colonel 
Engles,  at  Yorktown. 

This  forenoon  General  Franklin's  division  are  arriving  and  anchoring  her^. 
preparatory  to  a  start  up  the  river  to-morrow  morning.  We  will  accompanj 
them.     The  Corwin  and  Currituck  have  not  jet  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SMITH. 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Wai:Auseit, 
Flag-OfBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Umted  States  Guxboat  Choccra, 

Of  Yorktown,  Va.,  May  4,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  thia  monn 
ing,  I  left  Gloucester  Point  at  noon,  and  at  1.30  was  joined  by  lieut.  Com- 
manding Thomas  S.  Phelps,  in  the  Corwin. 

We  proceeded  up  Y'ork  river,  prepared  for  action,  but  found  every  house  d*^ 
serted,  apparently,  except  by  females  and  negroes.  A  white  flag  was  displayed 
as  we  approached. 

Bigelow's  wharf  we  found  burning  at  each  end,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
from  two  buildings,  hospital  flags  were  flying.  Zantzinger^s  wood  and  cohI 
wharf,  above  Bigelow's  and  on  the  opposite  side,  is  destroyed  in  several  placets. 

On  reaching  West  Point  the  narrow,  intricate  channel  and  shoal  water  pre- 
vented my  approaching,  and  it  was  too  late  to  do  so  in  boats ;  but  I  could  e&^ilj 
distinguish  the  frames  of  two  vessels,  (apparently  intended  for  gunboats,)  <»n 
fire  and  partially  consumed. 

Near  the  point  is  a  small  water  battery  with  three  embrasures,  which  was  de- 
serted, and,  I  think,  without  any  armament.  Here,  also,  a  white  flag  was  di^ 
played. 

There  are  no  obstructions  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  nor  batteries  on  its 
banks. 

Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  PATTERSON, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Commander  W.  Smith, 

United  States  Steamer  Wachusett,  of  YorJctawn,  Va. 


Flag' Officer  Goldsborough  reports  sending  three  vessels  up  James  river  and 

shelling  Seu>alVs  Point,  May  8,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota* 

Hampton  Roads,  Va^  May  9,  ISOS. 

Sir  :  The  Galena,  Aroostook,  and  Port  Boyal  (by  direction  of  the  President 
for  me  to  detail  the  Galena  and  two  gunboats  for  the  purpose)  went  up  Jaok^ 
river  early  yesterday  morning. 

Also,  by  direction  of  the  President,  our  vessels  shelled  SewaU's  Point  yestcr* 
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JAV,  mainly  with  the  view  of  aficertaining  the  practicability  of  landing  a  body 
Af  troopB  diereabonts.  The  Merrimack  came  out»  but  was  even  more  cautious 
tban  ever.  The  Monitor  was  kept  well  in  advance,  and  so  that  the  Merrimack 
I'oald  have  engaged  her  without  difficulty  had  she  been  so  disposed,  but  she 
declined  to  do  it,  and  soon  returned  and  anchored  under  ScwalPs  Point.  The 
Jamestown  arrived  here  yesterday.  Her  condition  is  such  that  I  shall  have  to 
deipatch  her  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs. 

The  Cayuga  also  arrived  here  yesterday  from  the  Mississippi  river  with  de- 
Fpatcbes,  and  left  for  New  York  in  the  evening.  The  St.  Lawrence  sailed  this 
intDrning  for  Key  West. 

In  all  there  are  now  seven  of  our  vessels  up  the  York  river,  and  three  of  them 
np  the  James  river.  Gould  I  have  exercised  my  own  judgment,  I  should  have 
withdrawn  some  from  the  York  river,  and  thus  increased  the  number  of  those 
Ecut  up  the  James. 

Our  vessels  up  the  James  river  were  no  doubt  engaged  for  several  hours  during 
VMterday,  but  whether  with  the  enemy's  vessels  or  with  one  of  his  forts  on  the 
■ooth  side  of  the  river  we  have  not  yet  ascertained.  All  the  enemy's  gunboats 
that  were  at  Norfolk,  eight  in  number,  including  the  Jamestown  and  Torktown, 
sre  up  the  James  river,  and  our  three  vessels  must  be  this  side  of  them. 
I  am,  Tcry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag' Officer  commanding  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 


(Telegnm.] 

Flag-Officer  CMdehorough  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  May  9,  18G2. 

Sia :  Agreeably  to  a  communication  just  received  from  the  Hon.  Edwin  M. 
?Unlon,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  instructions  I  gave  yesterday  to  the 
^€e»  commanding  the  several  vessels  detailed  to  open  fire  upon  Sewali's  Point 
»»'re:  that  the  object  of  the  move  was  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  lauding 
k  body  of  troops  diereaboiits,  and  to  reduce  the  works  if  it  could  be  done ;  that 
iht  wooden  vessels  should  attack  the  principal  works  in  enfilade,  and  that  the 
Monitor,  to  be  accompanied  by  the  Stevens,  should  go  up  as  far  as  the  wreck, 
»nd  there  operate  in  front  on  the  Merrimack's  appearance  outside  of  the  wrecks. 

The  Monitor  had  orders  to  fall  back  into  fair  channel  way  and  only  to  engage 
^  periously  in  such  a  position  that  this  ship,  together  with  the  merchant  vessels 
^t«ided  for  the  purpose,  could  run  her  down,  if  an  opportunity  presented  itself. 
The  other  vessels  were  not  to  hesitate  to  run  her  down,  lind  the  Baltimore,  an 
^manned  steamer  of  light  draught,  high  speed,  and  with  a  curved  bow,  was  kept 
ni  the  direction  of  the  Monitor  expressly  to  throw  herself  across  the  Merrimack, 
Htber  forward  or  aft  of  her  platea  house ;  but  the  Merrimack  did  not  engage  the 
Monitor,  nor  did  she  place  herself  where  she  could  have  been  assailed  by  our 
'^m  vessels  to  any  advantage,  or  where  there  Was  any  prospect  whatever  of 
S^uig  at  her. 

My  instractions  were  necessarily  verbal,  and  in  giving  them  I  supposed  that 
I  was  etrrying  out  your  wishes  in  substance,  if  not  to  the  letter.  The  demon- 
•tration  resulted  in  establishing  the  fact  that  the  number  of  guns  at  the  principal 
V'>fk  on  Sewall's  Point  has  been  essentially  reduced,  and  is  not  greater  now 
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than  about  Beventeen,  and  that  the  number  of  men  now  Btationed  there  is  com 
paratlvelj  quite  limited.  The  quarters  connected  with  tbiB  work  were  set  as 
fire  by  our  shells,  and  no  doubt  seriouslj  injured. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGtt 
Com.  Naval  Blockading  Squadron, 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States, 


Flag-Officer  Goldshorough  reports  the  destruction  of  the  Merrimack,  dc. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va^  May  12,  1662. 

Sir  :  In  the  surrender  of  Norfolk  by  its  civil  authorities,  day  before  yesterdayj 
to  the  forces  of  our  army  under  General  Wool,  which  landed  at  Willougbbv'j 
Point,  nothing  but  the  city  itself  was  given  up.  Early  yesterday  morning  \ 
witnessed  an  awful  explosion  in  the  direction  of  Craney  island,  and  inferred  iicj 
mediately  that  either  the  works  on  that  island  or  the  Merrimack  had  been  blo^il 
up.  A  few  minutes  afterwards  an  officer  from  the  guardship  Dakota  came  ofl 
board  and  informed  me  that  the  Merrimack  no  longer  existed*  for  from  the  Dakoa 
they  had  seen  her  blown  to  pieces.  Supposing  from  this  that  Craney  island  antj 
all  the  rest  of  the  exterior  defences  of  Norfolk  were  about  to  be  abandoned,  or,  u 
not,  that  they  mi^ht  be  subdued,  I  immediately  ordered  the  Monitor,  StereWj 
Susquehanna,  Dakota,  Seminole,  San  Jacinto,  and  Mount  Vernon  to  get  nndfi 
way,  and  gave  them  such  orders  as  I  judged  necessary  in  the  premises.  Bcfunj 
they  could  get  off,  however,  I  had  despatched  my  aid.  Lieutenant  Selfridge,  in  fl 
tug  to  proceed  off  Sewall's  Point,  and  as  far  above  it  as  he  could  get  with  safenj 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  real  condition  of  things.  He  landed  at  SewalPs  Vm\ 
and  hoisted  our  flag  on  the  works,  which  he  found  had  been  abandoned,  but  tliti 
guns  were  not  spiked.  Commander  Case,  captain  of  the  fleet,  went  on  to  Cranrt 
island  in  another  tug,  and  there  hauled  down  two  rebel  flags  and  hoisted  our  owi] 
in  their  places.  Our  ships  proceeded  on  to  Norfolk  unmolested,  and  there  tL4 
Susquehanna,  Seminole,  Dakota,  and  San  Jacinto  now  lie,  immediately  off  tLi 
town,  and  in  close  proximity  with  it. 

The  Monitor  and  Stevens  have  both  gone  up  the  James  river,  with  orders 
from  me  to  reduce  all  the  works  of  the  enemy  as  they  go  along,  spike  all  tbt'ir 
guns,  blow  up  all  their  magazines,  and  then  get  up  to  Bichmond,  all  witb  tliii 
least  piJssible  delay,  and  shell  the  city  to  a  surrender. 

With  the  above  works  reduced,  I  can  keep  our  vessels  supplied  with  coal,  ord- 
nance stores,  provisions,  &:c.,  without  difficulty. 

I  intended  to  have  discharged  to-day  the  Arago,  Illinois,  and  Ericsson,  bull 
the  President  ordered  me  not  to  do  it  until  I  should  be  written  to  upon  the  «ttl>- 
ject  from  Washington,  and  gave  me  his  orders  why  he  wished  those  vessels  u» 
be  longer  detained.     % 

I  accompanied  the  President  and  Secretaries  Chase  and  Stanton  yesterday  to 
Norfolk,  on  board  the  Baltimore,  but  I  did  not  return  with  the  party.  ^, 

In  the  afternoon  I  visited  the  navy  yard  and  went  all  over  it.  It  was  t'U 
burning  in  very  many  places.  Nearly  evexy  thing  is  destroyed.  Of  the  build- 
ings the  oncers'  quarters  alone  remained  intact..  There  are  a  large  number  ul 
iron  tanks,  however,  apparently  in  perfect  condition,  a  good  deal  of  mai^t  anu 
other  timber,  a  number  of  old  and  generally  worthless  guns,  and  con£idersl>'' 
machinery  of  one  kind  or  another.  The  dock  gates  are  all  destroyed,  and  tKr 
pier  ends  connected  with  the  gates  have  been  blown  up  to  a  partial  degree,  bv. 
otherwise  the  dock  itself  seems  uninjtired. 
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The  Prandent  said  to  me  rerbaHy  that  he  wished  all  the  gnns  at  the  forts  and 
dock  jaidfl  to  be  lerooyed  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  unless  he  should  think  proper 
to  communicate  to  jou  otherwise,  I  presume  I  am  to  have  this  work  done. 

On  returning  from  Norfolk  I  left  our  naval  forces  there  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Lardner,  an  officer  in  whose  discretion  and  good  sense  I  have  great  con- 
fidence. I  gave  him  full  directions  as  to  intercourse,  &c.,  with  the  shore ;  but  I 
fJiall  haTe  to  go  there  again  to-day  or  to-morrow,  and  for  several  days  after- 
WBi^B,  on  matters  of  importance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag^OficeTf  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  OiDBON  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waehingtont  D,  C. 


Flag'Oficer  CMdehorough  encloses  reports  of  engagement  with  fort  on  Ward^s 

or  Drury's  Bluff,  eight  miles  from  Richmond. 

ITmtbo  States  Flag-Ship  Susquehanna, 

James  River,  Virginia,  May  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  an  engagement 
which  took  place  on  the  i5th  instant  between  our  vessels  up  this  river  and  a 
fort  of  the  enemy  on  Ward's  or  Druiy 's  Bluff,  which  fort  is  at  the  obstructions 
that  have  been  placed  in  the  river,  and  about  eight  miles  from  Richmond. 

The  Stevens  went  to  Norfolk  last  night  to  cany  seven  of  the  wounded  to  the 
l»«pital;  thence  to  return  to  Hampton  Beads.  The  force  now  up  this  river 
cwmu  of  the  Wachusett,  GUdena,  Monitor,  Maratanza,  Aroostook,  Port  Boyal, 
uid  the  tog  Dragon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag- Officer,  Commd^g  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Eon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Galena^ 
Off  City  Point,  James  River,  May  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel,  the  Aroostook,  the  Monitor, 
«otl  Port  Boyal,  with  the  Naugatuck,  moved  up  the  river  yesterday,  getting 
i^ound  several  times,  but  meeting  no  artificial  impediments  until  we  arrived  at 
Ward's  Bluff,  about  eight  miles  from  Richmond,  where  we  encountered  a  heavy 
^tery  and  two  separate  barriers,  formed  of  piles  and  steamboats  and  sail  ves- 
'<'ts.  The  pilots  both  say  that  they*  saw  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown  among 
tlip  immber. 

The  banks  of  the  river  we  found  lined  with  rifle  pits,  from  which  sharp- 
*lu)oter8  annoyed  the  men  at  the  guns.  These  would  hinder  all  removal  of  ob- 
^tractWDs,  unless  driven  away  by  a  land  force. 

The  Oalena  ran  within  almost  six  hundred  yards  of  the  battery,  as  near  the 
piles  as  it  was  deemed  proper  to  go,  let  go  her  anchor,  and  with  a  spring  swung 
^<:fOM  the  ttrean,  not  more  than  twice  as  wide  as  the  ship  is  long.  Then,  at 
'  4/»  a.  m.,  opened  fire  upon  the  battery. 

The  wooden  vessels,  as  directed,  anchored  about  thirteen  hundred  yards  be- 
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low.  The  Monitor  anchored  near,  and  at  9  o'clock  she  passed  joat  above  iLr 
Galena,  but  found  that  her  guns  could  not  be  elevated  enough  to  reach  the  bat- 
tery.    She  then  dropped  a  little  below  us,  and  made  her  shots  cflectire. 

At  five  minutes  ai'ter  eleven  o'clock  the  Galena  had  expended  neailj  all  h- 
ammimition,  and  I  made  signal  to  discontinue  the  action.  We  had  but  six  Par- 
rott  charges,  and  not  a  single  filled  nine-inch  shelL  We  had  thirteen  kill>  i 
and  eleven  wounded. 

The  rifled  one  hundred-pound  Farrott  of  the  Naugatuck  burst,  half  of  tlie 
part  abaft;  the  trunnions  going  overboard.     She  is  therefore  disabled. 

The  Galena  and  Monitor  can,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  silence  the  bat^ 
tery  at  Hardin's  Bluff.  The  result  of  our  experiment  with  the  Galena  I  t  r^ 
dose.  We  demonstrated  that  she  is  not  shot  proof.  Balls  came  through,  an-l 
many  men  were  killed  with  fragments  of  her  own  iron.  One  fairly  penetRiu:t3 
just  above  the  water-line,  and  exploded  in  the  steerage.  The  greater  part  ut 
the  balls,  however,  at  the  water-line,  after  breaking  the  iron,  stuck  in  the  w^*-! 
The  port  side  is  much  injured — knees,  planks,  and  timbers  started.  No  ?h'^: 
penetrated  the  spar  deck,  but  in  three  places  are  large  holes — one  of  them :] 
yard  long  and  about  eight  inches  wide,  made  by  a  shot  which,  in  glancing,  cmy 
pletely  broke  through  the  deck,  killing  several  men  with  fragments  of  the  dt  ck; 
plating.  The  Galena  should  be  repaired  before  sending  her  to  sea.  I  wonM 
suggest  the  Washington  navy  yard,  since  so  many  people  there  have  an  intert^?: 
in  iron  plating,  and  she  so  well  shows  the  effect  of  various  shot.  No  gun  1^ 
disabled,  but  we  need  ammunition. 

On  James  river  an  army  can  be  landed  within  ten  miles  of  Richmondt  om 
either  bank.  We  command  City  Point,  and  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  a  lanl 
force  in  an  advance  upon  Petersburg.  In  going  up  James  river,  above  cb:^ 
point,  it  will  be  desirable  to  protect  the  crew  from  sharp  shooters  upon  the  riT^r. 
They  annoyed  us.  To  command  important  points,  and  prevent  the  reoccui>A^ 
tion  of  old  Fort  Powhattan,  at  Hood's,  more  vessels  are  needed.  Some  eboiila 
continually  jpass  up  and  down  the  river,  to  prevent  the  erection  of  new  batttTi-  a- 

I  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  cool  courage  of  the  officers  and  crew. 
Lieutenant  Newman,  the  executive  officer,  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallant  aud 
effective  services.  Mr.  Washbume,  acting  master,  behaved  admirably.  Tbt^j 
are  selected  from  among  the  number. 

The  Aroostook,  Port  Boyal,  and  Naugatuck  took  the  stations  prcviou&lr 
assigned  them,  and  did  everything  that  was  possible.  The  Monitor  could  n<  t 
have  done  better. 

The  barrier  is  such  that  vessels  of  the  enemy,  even  if  they  had  any,  prolwl'lj 
cannot  pass  out;  ours  cannot  pass  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGEHS. 
Commander  United  States  Xari/^ 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Unitbd  States  Steambr  Galrxa, 

Near  City  Point,  May  16,  lSr>2. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  killed  ai^d 
wounded  in  the  action  at  Ward's  Bluff,  near  Richmond,  May  15,  1862: 

United  States  steamer  Galena, — ^Killed:  Thos.  Ready,  ei4[>taln  foretop;  3sxsi^ 
H.  Weber,  third  class  boy;  Michael  Maney,  landsman;  Martin ^ilbory,  Isnd^ 
man;  John  Smith,  ordina:^  seaman;  Robert  Boyd,  ordinary  seaman;  RicJi/ii'I 
A.  Adams,  seaman ;  John  Quig  and  William  H.  Horton,  ordinaxy  seamen ;  Job 
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Rn^aell, landsman;  Joseph  Johnson,  private  marine;  Jared  D.  Boonim,  gun 
oer;  David  Pattereon,  landsman.  Wounded:  John  O'Connor,  third  class  boy 
burned  and  vound  of  ankle  joint;  William  Stevens,  seaman,  not  seriously 
(leoxge  McDonnel,  seaman,  slightly;  Thomas  Finnigan,  seaman,  ann  seriously 
iDJur^;  Henry  Watson,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  WiUAm  Harrison,  lands- 
man, slightly;  Thomas  Clark,  landsman,  slightly;  Diedrich  Yissar,  seaman, 
dli^htly;  Andrew  KcCleary,  acting  master's  mate,  not  seriously;  Owen  Doherty, 
C4>al-heaver,  mortally;  Frederick  W.  Johnson,  first  class  boy,  not  seriously. 

Fort  Royal. — ^Wounded :  George  Morris,  conmiander,  flesh  wound  of  right 
leg.^ 

Xattgatuck. — ^Wounded:   James  Wilton,  musket  shot,  not  serious;   Peter 
Dixon,  not  seriously. 

Bespectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

HANSFORD  E.  VAN  GIBSON, 
*  Assistant  Surgeon  U,  S.  Steamer  Galena, 

Commander  John  Hodgbbs. 


United  States  Steamer  Galena,  ' 

Of  City  Paint,  James  River,  May  16,  1862. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  condition  of  this  ship's  hull : 

On  the  port  side  her  bulwarks,  between  ports  Nos.  5  and  6,  are  started  in 
altout  an  inch,  and  the  timbers  broken.  Thirteen  shot  and  shell  have  perforated 
hr  side,  splintering  considerably.  Forward  of  No.  1  port  the  bulwarks  are 
l>aill J  shattered.  Several  hanging  knees  are  started  off  from  side  and  spar  deck 
Wms;  many  seams  are  opened  in  the  side,  and  the  gun  deck,  beneath  the  guns, 
will  require  caulking. 

In  forward  room  of  wardroom  the  hanging  knee  is  started  about  2}  inches, 
ind  the  side  injured.  In  forward  part  of  steerage  a  shell  perforated  the  side 
&ud  started  the  hanging  knee  about  two  inches.  In  after  room  a  diagonal  knee 
15  dlightly  started,  and  the  air  port  stove  in.  In  the  coal  bunkers  the  side  is 
ftiM  injured. 

On  gpar  deck  several  glancing  shot  have  made  indentations  in  the  iron  plates 
and  broken  deck  planks ;  in  two  instances  aperatures,  about  18  inches  by  4 
biclies,  have  been  made.  The  hammock-netting  is  shattered ;  the  wheel  is  in- 
jured, one  boat  davit  gone,  and  several  awning  and  rail  stanchions.  The  armor 
u  ftUrted  {^m  the  stem,  also  at  the  jimction  of  the  bars  on  the  stem,  and  on 
tlie  starboard  quarter,  near  port  No.  8.  ^ 

BespectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  NEWMAN, 

Executive  Officer. 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  United  btates  naval  forces  in.  James  River. 


United  States  Iron-clad  Steamer  Monitor, 

James  Rivtr,  Virginia,  May  16,  1862. 

Bib  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  movements  of  this  vessel  during 
tke  action  ofyesterday : 

Shortly  amr  weighing  anchor  from  our  position  near  Kingsland  creek,  a  sharp 
&re  of  mosketiy  waa  commenced  from  both  banks  on  all  the  ships. 
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At  half  past  aeveii  I  diacovered  an  extenaive  fortification  on  an  elevation  of 
about  two  hundred  feet,  with  aevend  smaller  batteries,  all  tup^aieady  mountixig 
guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre ;  at  tftie  foot  of  the  bluff  in  the  river  an  obatmction, 
formed  of  sunken  steamers  and  vessels,  secured  with  chains,  and  the  shallov 
water  piled  across  tfll  river. 

The  Galena,  having  anchored  at  about  one  thousand  yards  from  the  fort,  and 
beine  warmlj  engaged,  I  endeavored  to  pass  ahead  of  her  to  take  off  some  of 
the  nre,  but  found  that  mj  gpns  could  not  be  elevated  snfficientlj  to  point  at 
the  fort.  I  then  took  position  on  the  line  with  the  Galena,  and  maintaim^d  a 
deliberate  fire  until  the  close  of  the  action,  when,  in  company  with  the  other 
vessels,  I  dropped  down  to  the  anchorage  of  the  morning. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  remarkably  well  directed,  but  vainly,  toirardis  thU 
vessel.  She  was  struck  three  times— one  solid  8-inch  shot  square  on  the  turret, 
two  solid  shot  on  the  side  armor  forward  of  the  pilot  house.  Neither  caused 
any  damage  beyond  bending  the  plates.    I  am  happ^  to  report  no  casnaltied. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  action  was  most  gallantly  fooglit 
against  great  odds,  and  with  the  usual  effect  against  earthworks.  So  long  ae 
our  vessels  kept  up  a  rapid  fire  they  rarely  fired  in  return,  but  the  moment  our 
fire  slackened  they  remanned  their  guns.  It  was  impossible  to  reduce  such 
works,  except  with  the  aid  of  a  land  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

Lieutenant  Commemding. 

Commander  John  Rodgbrs, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla, 


United  States  Revenue  Steamer  E.  A.  Stevens, 

City  Point,  May  16,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  yesterday's  attack  upon  the  enemy's 
battery  at  Ward's  hill,  near  Richmond,  Virginia,  I  placed  the  vessel  under  my 
command  in  the  position  assigned  me  by  you 'in  the  line  of  attack,  and  opened 
fire  upon  the  battery,  which  I  continued  until  the  bursting  of  our  gun. 

While  getting  into  position  during  the  bombardment,  and  while  falling  back 
with  the  squadron,  this  vessel  was  under  quite  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  which 
was  constantly  returned  by  us  with  shell  and  canister  from  our  light  broadside 
guns. 

I  have  likewise  to  report  to  you  that  two  of  my  crew  are  wounded — one  by  a 
musket  shot  through  the  arm  and  the  other  by  a  severe  contusion.  They  have 
been  sent  on  board  the  Fort  Royal  for  surgical  treatment.  My  officers  and  crew 
behaved  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  appoint  a  board  of  officers  to  examine 
into  and  report  upon  the  cause  of  the  bursting  of  our  Farrott  gun. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

D.  0.  CONSTABLE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Commander  John  Rodobrs, 

Commanding  U.  S,  naval  Jbrect  in  James  River,  Fa. 
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Flag-Officer  CMdshoraugk  reports  James  River  open  from  mouth  to  Ward's  or 

Dntry's  bluff. 

Unitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Sxjsqubhanna, 

James  River,  Virginia,  May  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  confieqnence  of  a  report  from  Commander  Rodgers  that  there  were 
two  batteries  on  the  sonth  side  of  this  river— one  at  Rock  Wharf  landing  and 
tW  other  at  Hardin's  Bluff  or  Mother  Pine's  landing — which  required  reducing 
iu  order  to  open  the  river  and  get  supplies  up  to  him,  of  which  he  was  about  to 
fltand  in  neca,  I  moved  upto  them  yesterday  with  this  ship,  the  Wachusett,  Da- 
k<>ta,  Maratanza,  and  tug  Touug  America,  but  found  that  both  had  been  recently 
abandoned  and  left  comparatively  in  a  useless  condition.  At  Hardin's  Bluff  the 
{Tuna  were  spiked,  carriages  burned,  and  magazines  blown  up,  but  a  little  below 
A  i*olitary  gun  remained  intact,  and  this  we  put  out  of  use. 

At  Rock  Wharf  landing  the  guns  were  also  spiked  and  carriages  burned,  but 
neither  the  magazines  nor  bomb-proofs  had  been  destroyed.  This  I  ordered  to 
be*  done,  and  jt  was  effectually  accomplished. 

The  James  river  is  now  open  from  its  mouth  up  to  Ward's  or  Drury's  Bluff, 

or,  in  other  words,  up  to  within  eight  miles  of  Richmond,  where,  as  you  will 

iM'rceive  by  Commander  Rodgers's  report  of  his  fight,  it  is  aeiiously  obstructed. 
•  •••••••• 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag' Officer,  i^. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Commander  Rodgers  reports  gallant  conduct  of  officers  and  crew  in  action  at 

Drury's  Bluff,  May  15,  1862. 

United  States  Steamer  Galena, 

Off  City  Point,  May  26,  1862. 

Si  a:  In  my  report  of  the  16th  instant  I  omitted  to  mention  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  crew  during  the  action  of  the  15th,  at  Drury's  Bluff, 
iiHar  Richmond.  I  was  not  conscious  of  the  omission  until  I  saw  my  report  in 
print  It  originated  in  the  haate  with  which  I  wrote,  and  I  now  endeavor  to 
nrpair  my  neglect 

Acting  Master  Benjamin  W.  Loring  handled  his  division  with  great  bravery. 
The  port  side  of  his  after  gun  was  three  times  manned  afresh,  all  the  men  having 
(<en  twice  either  disabled  or  killed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Thomson,  first  assistant  engineer,  coolly  repaired  some  of  the  valve 
fxur  which  broke  down,  under  fire,  and  under  his  direction  a  fire  in  the  steerage^ 
cassed  by  an  exploding  shell,  was  extinguished  before  the  regular  firemen 
naclied  the  place. 

Mr.  T.  T.  Millholland,  third  assistant  engineer,  in  charee  of  the  steam  fire 
drptrtmenty  was  active  and  efficient;  as  a  sharpshooter  ne  did  good  service. 
Mr.  Jenks,  master's  mate,  in  charge  of  the  small  arm  men,  was  very  useful.  A 
aomber  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  were  shot— six,  at  least,  were  counted. 

Tbe^marines  were  efficient  with  their  muskets,  and  they,  with  the  coal-heaversi 
vbcn  ordered  to  fill  vacancies  at  the  guns,  did  it  well. 

Charles  Kcnyon,  fireman,  was  conspicuous  for  persistent  courage  in  extract- 
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ing  a  priming  wire,  whicli  bad  become  bent  and  fixed  in  tbe  bov  gun,  and  h 
returning  to  work  tbe  piece  after  biB  band,  severelj  burnt,  had  been  roogLI y| 
dressed  by  bimself  witb  cotton  waste  and  oil. 

To  particularize  tbe  good  conduct  of  tbe  crew  is  difficult;  wbere  tbe  men  bf- 
baved  so  well  it  is  impossible  to  mention  names  witbout  sending  a  master-rolLj 
Yet,  Jeremiab  Began,  quartermaster  and  captain  of  No.  2  gun,  attracted  my  par*; 
ticular  attention.  Bom  in  Massachusetts,  be  bas  been  eleven  years  at  tea — | 
seven  of  tbem  in  tbe  navy.  He  is  respectable  in  bis  conduct,  intelligent,  a!.<^ 
educated.  I  beg  leave  therefore  to  recommend  him  for  an  appointment  as  ma.- 
ter's  mate. 

Mr.  Boorom,  the  gunner,  who  was  killed  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell  at  it? 
close  of  the  action,  was  cool  and  efficient.  The  supply  of  ammunition  was  ad-| 
mirably  arranged.  The  executive  officer  speaks  of  his  assistance  in  warm  teno- 
In  him  the  service  has  lost  a  very  valuable  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGEES,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsdorough, 

Commanding  Nf/rth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser^t  report  of  destruction  ofrehel  ttoret^  recovery 
of  Wade*s  Point  light-house  apparatus,  Sfc.,  Sfc^  in  May,  1862. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

Of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  May  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  Hearing  &on}  Colonel  Hawkins,  commanding  at  Roanoke  island,  that 
there  was  a  quantity  of  stores  belonging  to  the  rebel  army  at  a  point  on  tli* 
Chowan  river,  I  placed  the  Shawsheen  at  his  disposal  to  convey  a  company  « 1 
soldiers  to  the  spot  for  its  destruction. 

Tbe  expedition  arrived  at  its  destination  early  in  the  morning  of  the  6tL  ia- 
stant,  and  succeeded  in  destroying  some  ^y  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  bacon, 
lard,  &c.     I  send  with  this  Acting  Master  Woodward's  report  of  the  affiiir. 

On  the  afternoon  of  tl\e  12th  instant  I  received  information  of  tbe  wliere- 
abouts  of  the  Wade's  Point  light-house  apparatus.  On  the  same  night  I  pro- 
ceeded in  the  Morse  six  miles  lAove  this  place,  landed  with  seventy-six  seaman 
and  thirty-eight  soldiers  from  the  Commodore  Perry,  Morse,  Stars  and  Strip-' 
and  Commodore  Barney,  marched  at  quick  time  three  miles  into  the  couutry; 
found  the  articles  stowed  in  a  man's  bam,  pressed  his  teams  and  others  from  hi^* 
neighbors  into  service,  and  brought  the  whole  apparatus  in  one  trip  to  the  )[or«''. 
No  private  property  was  touched. '  To  prevent  information  of  our  movomtnt 
reaching  some  rebel  cavalry  which  was  reported  in  tbe  neighborhood,  I  arrestril 
all  the  men  met  on  the  route,  and  forced  them  to  accompany  us.  On  our  return 
they  were  released. 

On  tbe  evening  of  the  13th  instant,  with  the  Lockwood  and  Ceres  in  com- 
pany, I  proceeded,  by  your  order,  with  this  vessel  to  fioanoke  river.  At  fivo 
o*clock  next  morning  we  were  abreast  of  Plymouth,  where  we  stopped  five  min* 
utes  to  examine  some  wagons ;  finding  nothing  suspicious  wo  pushed  on.  Two 
miles  above  Jameston  the  river  makes  a  sharp  turn  to  the  right,  and  here  my 
pilot  told  me  I  could  go  no  farther.  I  therefore  placed  him  on  board  of  tb' 
Ceres,  and  ordered  the  Ceres  and  the  Lockwood  to  pursue  witb  all  speed  the 
Bteamer  Alice,  which  some  people  on  the  bank  informed  me  had  passed  nn  sn 
hour  ahead  of  us.  I  returned  to  Jameston  and  made  an  unsnccessful  searcii  for 
rebel  army  stores.  Some  two  hours  after  separating  from  the  two  other  boat?, 
hearing  the  sound  of  a  great  gun  up  the  river,  I  res^ved  to  go  up  at  all  hazard^ 
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tf  I  feared  they  might  h&ve  been  fired  into  from  the  banks  bj  musketry.  We 
iri<Qt  along  at  full  speed  for  several  miles  without  difficulty  until  we  met  the 
niLer  boats  returning,  the  Geres  having  captured  the  Alice  about  two  miles 
below  Williamston.  , 

The  prise  had  on  board  some  bacon  for  the  rebel  army,  (which  has  since,  by 
roar  order,  been  distributed  to  the  different  vessels  of  the  fleet,)  and  the  church 
brJls  of  Plymouth,  which  had  been  presented  to  or  seized  by  the  confederate 
grnrenunent  to  be  cast  into  field-pieces. 

We  returned  to  Plymouth,  searched  the  custom-house,  and  found  in  it  the 
lantern  horn  the  light-boat  at  the  mouth  of  Roanoke  river.  It  was  carried  on 
bo«rd  of  the  Commodore  Perry.  There  was  no  other  United  States  property 
in  the  town,  and  none  belonging  to  the  rebels.  The  Roanoke  river  is  n^uclL 
dnsaded  by  the  pOots ;  but  so  high  as  we  went  we  found  not  much  current,  no 
stumps  nor  snags,  and  plenty  of  water.  I  have  been  informed  by  one  who  pro- 
fesses to  know  the  liver  well,  that  the  Commodore  Perry  can  go  seventy  miles 
above  Plymouth. 

On  the  day  after  visiting  Pljrmouth  I  proceeded,  by  your  order,  up  the  Cashie 

river  in  the  Lockwood,  with  the  Shawsheen,  Ceres,  and  Whitehead  in  company, 

t»>  Windsor.    The  passage  up  was  most  tedious.     The  river  is  deep,  but  very 

narrow  and  remarkably  crooked.     We  had  frequently  to  cut  away  the  over- 

lusging  limbs  to  make  a  way  for  the  boats.    The  people  were  astonished  when 

we  appeared  off  the  village ;  they  knew  that  we  were  in  the  river,  but  no  one 

thought  we  would  reach  so  high  a  point. 

•  •••••••• 

Yesterday  aflemoon  I  ran  over  to  this  place.  To-day  I  had  an  interview 
▼ith  the  mayor  of  Elizabeth,  and  told  him  what  I  should  expect  and  require  of 
tlie  citizens.  He  asked  me  to  put  in  writing  what  X  said  to  him,  and  I  wrote 
lim  a  note,  of  which  I  sent  you  a  copy  this  afternoon  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 
McCook,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

He  came  on  board  afterward  with  a  Union  citizen  of  the  place,  a  Mr.  Grandby, 
snd  afked  me  to  grant  him  till  Wednesday  evening  next  to  answer  the  note, 
Mjing  that  the  citizens  thought  the  subjects  mentioned  of  importance ;  that  they 
iutd  decided  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county ;  that  the  county 
va«  diirty  miles  long,  and  several  days  would  be  required  to  assemble  the  people. 
Tbdr  request  was  granted,  and  so  the  thing  stands.  I  promised,  on  their  request, 
to  attend  the  meeting.  What  they  find  in  the  note  of  importance  to  affect  the 
iat^rest  of  any  one  beyond  the  immediate  residents  of  Elizabeth  I  cannot  nnder- 
»t&nd,  unless  they  misapprehend  my  meaning  when  I  say  ''I  insist  that  the 
pe^)ple  be  allowed  to  trade  with  us  unmolested,"  and  suppose  me  to  intend  the 
^enl  remimption  of  the  trade  of  the  port,  when  I  only  mean  that  the  farmers 
&od  others  be  permitted  to  sell  to  us,  (the  gunboats,)  unmolested,  poultry,  eggs 
ti^k,  v^netables,  &c.  However,  we  will  find  out  at  the  meeting;  and,  if  they 
oflcT  me  the  opportunity,  I  shall  address  a  few  remarks  to  them  that  will  cause 
tlieir  ears  to  tingle. 

Very  respectftilly,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commmander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Com*g  U,  S.naval/brceSf  inner  tcatert  of  N.  Carolina,  Newhem^  N.  C 

P.  8.— I  think  the  loyal  people  are  two  to  one  against  the  disloyal  at  this  place, 
>t  PljmoQth,  and  at  Windsor;  but  they  have  no  arms,  no  ammunition.  If  these 
^tre  given  them,  with  our  aid  the  State  would  soon  return  to  her  allegiance. 


286  BEPOBT  OF  THE  SECBETABT  OF    THE  KAYT* 


Unitbd  States  Stbambr  Shawshbbn, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  yonr  ordera,  on  the  6tli  instimt  I  went  to  Roanoke  island, 
took  on  board  one  company  of  Colonel  Hawkins's  9th  New  York  regiment,  and 

Sroceeded  up  the  Chowan  river  to  Gates  county,  landed  all  our  fb^cee  and 
estrojed  a  large  quantity  of  bacon,  com,  lard,  fish,  &c.,  belon^ng  to  the  Coo- 
federate  States  government,  by  setting  fire  to  the  warehouse  and  consuming  the 
whole.  On  our  way  to  the  steamer  the  rear  guard  was  attacked  by  about  thirtj 
rebel  cavalry;  when  their  leader  was  shot,  tney  turned  and  fled;  when  all  onr 
men  embarked  again,  and  immediately  I  proceeded  back  to  Roanoke  island  and 
landed  the  troops,  then  r^umed  back  to  Elizabeth  City  again  on  the  8th  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  J.  WOODWARD, 

Acting  MaMter,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  C.  W.  Flussbr, 

Cam*g  Naval  Diviiian,  AJhemarh  Sound,  N.  C. 


Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  enclosing  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray^ s  report 

of  expedition  up  Pamunky  river,  May  17,  1862. 

'    Unitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Minnbsota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va„  May  24,  1862. 

Sib:        •••••• 

Herewith  I  transmit  a  second  copy,  and  with  it  I  submit  the  following  brief 
extract  from  a  despatch,  dated  May  7,  from  Commander  Smith,  which  was  tlie 
first  notice  I  received  of  the  matter.     It  was  written  at  West  Point : 

"About  1  p.  m.  to-day  some  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  finom  some  field  pieces 
placed  on  a  hill  oo  the  left  flank  of  the  camp.  Our  vessels  immediatelv  com- 
menced shelling  them,  and,  iu  a  few  minutes,  they  retired,  no  damage  Kavin^ 
been  done  to  our  people.''  ' 

I  also  transmit  herewith,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  yestcrdaVi  a 
copy  of  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray,  received  yesteid^ji 
anemoon,  concerning  the  late  expedition  up  the  l^amunkcy  river. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GW>LDSBOROUGH, 
Flag- Officer,  Com'g  N.  A.  Block' g  Squadnm. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  Statbs  Stbambr  Srbaoo, 

White  House,  Virginia,  May  18,  1862. 

Flaq-Opficbr  :  Yesterday  morning  I  took  the  Currituck,  Acting  Master 
Shankland,  and  accompanied  by  a  small  transport  steamer,  the  Seth  Low,  haf- 
ing  on  board  two  companies  of  infantry  and  a  company  of  shaipshooters,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Willard,  two  Farrott  guns  from  Ayres's  battery,  pr^ 

Sared  to  be  used  from  the  bow  or  the  stem  of  the  vessel,  and  a  detachment  un* 
er  Captain  Ayres. 

With  this  force  we  pushed  through  the  obstructions  at  the  burnt  bridge  and 
ascended  the  Pamunkey  river  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy's  transports.    We  en* 
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:oQOtered  manj  diiBciiIdeB,  such  as  simkeii  veasels,  trees  felled  across  the  river, 
fct.,  bat  no  lotteries.  As  we  neared  a  place  called  Bassett's  Landing,  about 
iweatj-five  miles  above  tbe  White  House*  we  saw  the  evidence  of  a  conflagra* 
tiou  in  advance,  and  heard  from  the  negroes  along  the  banks  that  the  enemj, 
ecttiog  wind  of  our  approach,  had  returned  on  board  the  vessels  such  stores  as 
\iv  bad  hiided  and  was  unable  to  take  away,  and  fired  his  fleet. 

Aboat  a  mile  from  the  burning  vessels  we  niet  with  an  impenetrable  obstruc- 
iiun.  A  schooner  laden  with  stone  was  sunk  across  the  stream,  and  the  river 
bsJ  become  bo  narrow  that  either  end  of  her  was  wedged  bv  the  trees. 

Major  Willard  landed  here  with  his  force  of  infantry  and  sharpshooters,  and 
martbed  up  the  left  (east)  bank,  that  the  number  and  class  of  vessels  burned 
ai^hi  be  known.  This  must  have  been  a  severe  blow  to  the  enemy,  who  had 
commenced  landins  his  stores.  Evidences  of  a  hurried  departure  were  mani- 
foet.  Shovels,  picks,  and  other  implements  with  which  they  had  been  levelling 
the  bank  were  strewn  about.  The  number  of  vessels  burned  was  (as  near  as 
their  burning  hulks  could  be  counted)  seventeen,  viz :  One  large  side-wheel 
iunraboat,  (uie  Logan,)  one  propeller,  and  fifteen  schooners. 

We  were  compelled  to  return  stem  foremost  for  several  miles  before  we  had 
Rom  in  the  river  to  'turn.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Somerville  Nicholson  ac- 
companied us  on  this  expedition,  the  results  of  which  I  hope  will  be  satisfac- 
Uvrr  to  yon.  The  enemy  appeared  on  several  occasions,  but  at  a  considerable 
dutance,  which  without  loss  of  time  they  increased.  We  returned  at  nightfiEdl, 
vithoat  accident 

Acting  Master  Shankland  handled  his  vessel  with  admirable  skill,  and  her 
frucne  from  many  positions  of  embarrassment  is  due  to  his  seamanship.  To 
Untenant  Commanding  S.  Nicholson,  who  volunteered  his  services  on  this  oc- 
cvioD,  and  was  so  eminently  useful  in  sounding  through  the  obstructions  in 
Advance  of  the  vessel,  special  thanks  are  due. 

Tbe  steamer  Seth  Low,  with  the  commands  of  Major  Willard  and  Captain 
Ayrcs  on  board,  was  more  than  useful;  she  was  a  necessity. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MURRAY, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Forces  in  York  and  Pamunky  Rivers. 

Fla^fficer  L.  M.  GtOLDSborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


^^i'Officer  Goldsbonmghf  enclosing  reports  of  services  rendered  the  army  at 

West  Pointt  Virginia,  on  the  1th  May, 

May  31, 1862. 

1  beg  to  fin'ward  these  reports  with  regard  to  the  very  essential  service  af- 
Med  by  our  gunboats  in  York  river,  in  assisting  our  army  when  attacked  at 
Wcit  Pomt    They  have  but  just  come  to  hand. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag' Officer, 
Hod.  SicasTABY  of  thb  Navy, 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 


TTnitbd  j3tate8  Steambr  Wachusbtt, 

West  Point,  York  River,  May  12,  1862. 

i^iR:  In  mr  conmiimication  of  the  1st  instant  I  informed  you  that  an  attack 
iud  been  jnade  on  that  day  on  the  left  flank  of  our  army,  and  that  our  vessels 
^«d  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  were  posted  on  a  hill  to  the  left,  forcing 
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them  to  retire  very  precipitatelj.    This  was  all  that  we  could  eee  from  the  ?hip. 

I  have  since  leamea  from  some  of  the  army  officers  enga^d  in  the  afikir  tba: 

the  shelling  from  our  ships  was  very  destructive  to  the  enemy,  causing  them  t" 

retreat  so  rapidly  that  they  left  many  of  their  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field 

Indeed,  many  of  them  gave  the  credit  of  the  victory  or  repulse  to  the  9hi[**: 

for  without  them,  they  say,  our  forces  could  not  have  withstood  the  aftack,  be: 

would  have  heen  compelled  to  {aHl  hack  on  the  camp. 

•  ••••••• 

Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant* 

W.  SMITH, 
Commanding  United  StateM  Steamer  WachnseU. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron^  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 


United  States  Steamer  Wachcsbtt, 

City  Point,  James  River,  May  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  forward,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  report  handed  to  me  to-day  by  Don- 
tenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Maratanza. 
At  the  time  the  attack  referred  to  in  the  report  was  made  by  the  rebel  force:^ 
on  General  Franklin's  division  this  ship  was  anchored  off  tlus  lower  part  of  thti 
landing.  The  Chocura  was  above,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Pamunky ;  ih^ 
Sebago  was  getting  under  way  from  the  upper  part  of  the  anchorage^  to  accom* 
pany  the  Corwin  up  the  Mattapony ;  and  the  Maratanza  and  Marblehead  irer« 
a  short  distance  below,  on  their  way  from  Queen's  creek ;  the  latter  aground^ 
and  the  former  assisting  in  getting  tier  off.  I  made  signals  to  the  Currituck  \A 
go  to  the  assistance  of  the  Marblehead,  and  to  the  Sebago  and  Maratanza  to 
take  a  position  near  this  ship.  The  enemy  were  seen  with  field  pieces  on  a  hill 
side,  finng  at  our  troops,  wno  were  hid  from  our  sight  by  intervening  woo<l?. 
A  few  discharges  of  shell  from  the  Wachusett,  Maratanza,  and  Sebago,  silonce^i 
the  enemy,  and  drove  them  hastily  from  their  position,  saving  our  army,  as  1 
have  understood  through  army  officers,  from  total  defeat. 

It  seems  that  the  gunboats  rendered  a  much  more  important  service  to  tb< 
army  than  we  on  board  were,  at  the  time,  aware  of;  and  I  only  reported  thai 
an  attack  had  been  made  on  General  Franklin's  forces  by  the  rebels,  who  weit 
shelled  by  the  gunboats  and  dispersed,  as  that  was  all  that  could  be  seen  from 
this  ship. 

Had  I  known  at  the  time  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  the  gunboati>  ] 
would  have  reported  it,  as  a  knowledge  of  it  might  have  been  of  some  advanta^ 
to  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SMITH, 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  WachusetL 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads, 


United  States  Steamer  Maratanza* 

Of  WeH  Point,  Yd.,  May  1,  186i. 

Sir  :  About  11.15  this  morning,  hearing  the  sound  of  heavy  firing  in  th' 
rear  of  this  place,  I  proceeded  on  board  the  Wachtuett,  for  the  purpose  of  find 
ing  means  to  join  my  command,  which  I  had  passed  on  my  way  to  report  t< 
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roQ,  and  to  reeeive  your  instractions.  About  balf^past  eleven,  General  Frank- 
lin telegraphed  for  Uie  asaistance  of  the  ganboata,  a  tating  that  he  was  attacked 
bj  a  lai^  force  of  the  enemy,  and  wanted 'immediate  support.  At  this  time 
ihe  Maratanza  was  anchored  about  two  and  a  half  miles  below,  engaged  in 
biwing  off  the  Marblehead. 

IteceiTing  your  orders  to  go  aboard  the  Maratanza,  and  bring  that  vessel  into 
artioo,  I  proceeded  at  once  in  your  gig  for  this  purpose.  Immediately  upon 
letting  on  Doard,  I  weighed  anchor,  cleared  for  action,  and  when  abreast  of  and 
13  close  to  the  position  of  the  enemy  as  we  could  get,  I  opened  fire  with  the 
100-pounder  Parrott ;  about  which  time  the  Sebago  also  opened.  The  fire  waa 
kept  up  for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  (this  vessel  remaining  under  way,) 
vitb  terrible  and  telling  effect  upon  the  enemy,  whose  fire  soon  began  to  slacken, 
ind  they  commenced  retreating.    At  2.22  p.  m.,  ceased  firing,  and  anchored. 

It  is  the  generally  received  opinion — so  1  gather  from  the  officers  and  men 
cfuiposiDg  General  Franklin's  command — ^that  the  acciu:ate  and  destructive  fire 
of  the  gunboats  was  greatly  instrumental  in  saving  the  army  from  serious  re- 
rene  and  disaster.  I  fotmd  the  use  of  the  army  signals,  on  this  occasion,  in- 
valuable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  STEVENS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  William  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Wachnsett,  Senior  Officer  present. 


LinUenant  Commanding  McCrea's  report  of  the  etigagemcnt  of  the  Jacob  Bell 

at  Watkins's  bluffy  June  20,  1862. 

United  States  Stbambr  Jacob  Bbll, 

JamjRs  River y  June  21,  1862. 

^IB :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

Yesterday,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  with  the  despatches  up 
tlie  river  to  the  Monitor.  On  passing  theKeed  blu£F,  known  as  Watkins's 
\^AiS,  I  was  opened  upon  by  two  field-batteries,  three  guns  each,  of  12-poundeT8 
aiiii  G-poondm,  and  about  five  hundred  sharpshooters. 

Tlie  channel  being  very  narrow,  and,  being  obliged  to  go  within  a  few 
^n  of  the  bluff,  I  sufiered  severely.  The  hail  of  bullets  from  the  sharp- 
eisw^ters  prevented  roe  for  a  time  from  responding,  as,  having  no  covering  for 
hi\  men  at  the  battery,  I  woidd  not  expose  them  to  the  heavy  fire.  A  shot, 
iyt»^i«ver,  came  and  carried  away  my  rudder-chain,  and  my  vessel  got  ashore  in 
6cut  'if  the  .batteries.  I  was  determined  to  go  by,  so  manned  my  guns,  steamed 
«D,  and  forced  her  ov^.  The  field-batteries  were  so  masked  that  I  could  not 
4^  thnn  till  opened  upon,  though  the  upper  battery  raked  me  as  I  headed 
(•rvaTds  it,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  river,  I  haa  to  do;  but  we  stood  on, 
^nu^T  their  fire,  for  five  minutes,  which  I  considered  better,  as  I  had  no  idea  oi 
vtmiing  until  my  duties  were  performed,  and  as  long  as  my  vessel  lasted.  As 
»AQ  as  I  got  up  to  the  upper  battery  the  lower  battery  raked  me  aft,  doing 
Uis%7  damage  to  my  upper  works  thaii  the  other.  I  think  I  should  not  have 
Uf&  damaged  so  much  had  it  not  been  for  my  getting  ashore  in  front  of  them, 
rrtng  a^fsa^  bat  a  few  feet  between  me  and  their  guns.  The  officers  and  men 
k^ved  with  their  accustomed  coolness  and  efficiency,  and  promptly  responded 
•^  ibfr  order  ^man  the  battery,"  though  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry.  A 
i\u  has  penetrated  the  flange  of  the  port  wheel,  crackmg  it  in  several  places, 
i^  vill  not  do  for  me  to  be  in  any  seaway,  as  I  wiU  lose  my  wheel.    The  star- 
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boaid  side  of  my  pilot-bouse  was  earned  away,  together  with  two  iron  plat^ 
in  fact,  my  upper  worka  are  completely  riddled.  One  shot  stra^  the  ralve 
stem,  bendine  it,  which  slonghed  \i8  down,  fortunately  not  stopping  the  eu^e 
As  you  ordered  me  to  return  a£t&  delivering  the  despatches,  I  paisBed  dowi 
again  after  night,  but  was  not  fired  at.  Ten  shots  in  all  stmck  tiie  ves^l,  u 
say  nothing  of  the  quantity  of  rifie  bullets  in  the  wood-work. 
*  Very  respectrally,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R  McCREA, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Gommander  John  P.  Oiujs, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  James  River,  Va. 

P.  S. — I  am  thank^l  to  say  not  one  on  board  was  injured.  The  battery  ^a 
*  flying  hattery  of  artillery,  and,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  was  limbered  uj 
and  moved  off,  which  accounts  for  my  not  being  fired  upon  coming  down. 

E,  P.  McC. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser^s  report  of  expedition  to  Hamilton^  X.  C 

July  9,  1862, 

United  States  Steamer  Gommoporb  Perry, 
Plymouth,  Nortli  Carolina,  July  11,  1S62. 

Sir  :  At  2  a.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  I  left  this  place  for  Hamilton,  having  •* 
board  Captaim  W.  W.  Hammell,  company  F,  9th  New  York  volunteer?,  yrx 
twenty  of  his  men,  with  the  steamers  Shawsheen  and  Geres  in  company,  il: 
latter  having  on  board  Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  A.  Green,  of  Gaptaln  Han 
melPs  company,  and  ten  of  his  men,  the  former  with  ten  of  the  same  comjiau; 
under  command  of  Sergeant  Green. 

About  1  o'clock  we  were  fired  on  firom  the  south  bank  of  the  river  by  mui 
ketry.    Returned  the  fire  with  great  gxms  and  small  arms,  and  pressed  on  f< 
Hamilton,  where  1  hoped  to  meet  the  enemy  in  force.    We  were  under  fire  t 
two  hours,  running  very  slowly  and  keeping  a  bright  lookout  for  a  batt**n 
Two  or  three  miles  below  Hamilton  we  found  a  deserted  battery. 

At  Hamilton  we  landed  with  about  one  hundred  men,  soldiers  and  saih^r 
and  one  field-pieSe ;  but  the  rebels,  who  fired  on  us  from  high  banks,  where  tlx 
were  comparatively  safe,  were  afraid  to  meet  us. 

The  steamer  Wilson,  belonging  to  the  rebels,  ran  into  our  hands  at  Hamilro 
and  was  taken  possession  of. 

The  officers  and  men,  both  soldiers  and  sailors,  behaved  with  great  t<j>?n 
Our  loss  was  one  killed  and  ten  wounded;  one  of  the  wounded  has  since  <Ii>  • 
As  the  banks  were  high  and  the  enemy  cautious  of  exposing  their  per><m2>, 
cannot  hope  that  they  received  much  injury. 

On  our  return  we  shelled  the  banks,  but  without  reply.  Hje  Wilson  I  *hnl 
send  to  Newbem,  as  soon  as  her  wheel  can  be  repiared.  I  send  you  the  npoH 
of  Acting  Masters  McDiarmid  and  Woodward,  who  commanded,  respect  ivflj 
the  Geres  and  Shawsheen.  i 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  FLUSSER, 
Lieutenant  Commamiirf^. 

Commander  S.  G.  Rowan, 

Commanding  United  State*  Naval  Force*,  Inner  WaterSf  N.  C 
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U«t  rfhSled  and  wounded  on  board  Vkited  States  steamer  Commodore  Perry, 
in  the  action  near  HamUUm,  N.  0.»  July  9,  1862. 

Killed,  none.    Wounded:  Stephen  Jones,  contraband. 

KoTE.-^uly  10,  1862.    Jones  has  suMt  died. 
Vexy  respectfaUy,  &c.,     ^ 

0.  W.  FLUSSER, 
Lieutenant  Commafiding. 
Commander  S.  G.  Bowan, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces  in  Alhemarle  Sound, 


Umtbo  States  Stbambr  Ceres,  July  10, 1862. 

SiH :  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  yon  on  the  evening  of  the  8th 
DfrUuit,  I  took  on  board  Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  Green  and  ten  men  belong- 
B?  to  company  F,  9th  New  York  volunteers.  At  2  a.  m.  9th  instant  got 
Lader  way,  and  proceeded  up  Roanoke  river  towards  Hamilton.  When  within 
\  few  miles  of  Hamilton  was  fired  on  by  the  enemy  from  the  left  bank  with 
;iiall  anns.  Returned  fire  with  great  guns  and  smaU  arms.  This  firing  was 
Lt'pt  up  on  both  sides  untU  within  half  a  mile  of  Hamilton.  Lieutenant  Green 
»cw*  wounded  in  the  leg  by  the  first  volley,  but  sat  on  deck  and  loaded  the 
Qu-^kets  for  his  men.  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  good  conduct  and 
<ml-bravery  of  Alexander  Hood,  quartermaster,  and  John  Kelly,  second-class 
ffcmin.  I  send  you  herewith  a  report  of  killed  and  wounded. 
YeiT  respectfullyiyour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McDIARMID, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Ceres, 

lieutenant  Commanding  0.  W.  Flussbr, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces  in 

Albemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina, 


Li$l  of  killed  and  toounded  on  hoard  the  Ceres  in  the  affair  of  the  dth  instant, 

near  Hamilton. 

KiUedS- — John  H.  Bridges,  seaman. 

Wounded4 — Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  Green,  9th  New  York  volunteers ; 
rLt^ouis  Bodgers,  boatswain's  mate;  Manuel  Silva,  seaman,  dangerously;  John 
J.  D^*nniiion;  seaman,  severely ;  Geoi^  N.  Waterman,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly ; 
Hniofhy  Dacey,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly ;  Edwin  B.  Perry,  landsman,  slightly ; 
Kii^iiohis  Wayson,  coal-heaver,  sHghtly. 


United  States  Steamer  Shawsitsen, 
Off  Phfmouih,  North  Carolina,  July  11,  1862. 

^tR :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
^•y  this  vessel  in  the  expedition  up  Roanoke  river  to  Hamilton,  on  the  9th 
:  ;ftant.  I  left  Plymouth  at  2  a.  m.  in  company  with  United  States  steamers 
f  •lamodore  Perry  and  Ceres,  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  12  m.  came  to  a 
Urricade,  which  was  passed  through  without  any  trouble.    At  1  p.  m.  we  were 
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attacked  by  several  bodies  of  riflemen,  about  two  miles  below  Hamiltoiit  oi 
some  high  bla£fs  of  land.  Their  fire  was  returned  briaklj,  using  our  great  gnD 
whenever  we  could  get  sufficient  elevation.  We  pu^ed  on,  shelling  the  Wik 
of  the  river  as  we  went,  until  we  reached  Hamilton.  Thomas  Smith,  captai{ 
of  gun,  was  severely  wounded,  shot  through  the  neck;  two  others  sli^btl 
wounded.  I  landed  ten  of  the  9th  New  York  Zouaves  and  twelve  seamex 
visited  the  town  of  Hamilton;  foun^t  nearly  deserted  by  the  inhabitants ;  r 
turned  on  board  at  5.30  p.  m.,  ^nd  at  6  p.  m.  left  for  Plymouth,  shelling  tl 
woods  as  we  came  for  about  four  miles;  arrived  at  Plymouth  without  haTic 
her  fired  on  coming  down  the  river.  All  on  board^  acted  in  a  most  creditab 
manner  while  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  WOODWARD, 

Acting  MoiteTt  Cammandtne 
Lieutenant  0.  W.  Flussbr, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Albemarle  Sound,  N,  C 


United  States  Steamer  Shawsbben, 

Of  Plymouth,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  in  the  engagement  on  the  9 
instant,  Thomas  Smith,  seaman,  captain  of  gun,  was  seriously  wounded,  bcii 
shot  through  the  neck;  Jarvis  Wilson,  pilot,  and  Ross  Jordon,  colored  bo 
were  slightly  wounded  by  spent  balls. 

Expended  seventy-four  rounds  of  ammunition  for  great  guns,  and  ten  ronai 
small-arm  ammunition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  WOODWARD. 

Acting  Master,  Commanding 
Lieutenant  G.  W.  Flusser, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 


Report  of  operations  of  gunboat  Louisiana  during  attack  on  Washing^ 

North  Carolina,  September  6,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  September  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report,  dated  Septil 
ber  8,  firom  Acting  Lieutenant  R.  T.  Renshaw,  commanding  United  Sai 
gunboat  Louisiana,  relative  to  the  operations  of  that  vessel  during  an  attack  j 
the  town  of  Washington,  North  Carolina,  on  the  morning  of  September  6. 
enclosing  this  report  to  me,  Commander  Davenport  remarks : 

"From  all  that'I  can  learn,  we  would  have  met  with  serious  disaster  but 
the  effective  services  of  the  Louisiana.    In  this  connexion,  I  beg  leave  to  a 
mend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  good  conduct  of  Acting  Ma^t 
Hooker,  who  has,  on  a  previous  occasion,  been  wounded  in  the  faithful  peifor 
ance  of  his  duty." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  LEE,  Acting  Rear  Adsnimi, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqnadr^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D,  C. 
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Gunboat  Louisiana, 
Washingioth  N.  C,  September  8,  1862. 

Snt:  I  have  respectfollj  to  infonn  yon  that  on  Saturday,  at  4.30  a.  m.,  the 
6tli  instant,  the  enemy  attacked  this  town,  and  gained  an  entrance.  Went  to 
ouj&rters  immediately ;  at  5.30  a.  m.,  received  yolleys  of  musketry  across  our 
Qtviu,  when  we  opened  fire  with  shell,  grape,  and  solid  shot,  doing  great  execn- 
tum.  kSling  a  number  of  rebels,  and  finally  driving  them  back.  At  6.30  a.  m. 
the  Louisiana  continued  shelling,  throwing  over  the  town  and  among  the  retreat- 
nsg  enemy,  killing  and  woupding  many.  At  8  a.  m.,  having  driven  them  from 
tbe  reach  of  our  guns,  ceased  firing  and  piped  down. 

Dnring  the  action,  the  army  gunboat  Picket  blew  up,  killing  her  captain  and 
eighteen  men ;  the  remainder  of  the  crew  were  brought  on  board  this  vessel,  and 
ittended  by  Asaistant  Surgeon  Bradley.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the 
bAndsome  manner  in  which  our  guns  were  managed  by  Acting  Master  Hooker, 
cf  tliis  vesseL     The  crew  have  received  my  thanks. 

Ammunition  expended. 

Sixty-one  8-poimd  charges;  eighteen  5-8econd  8-inch  shells;  twelve  5-second 
y^-wrmd  shells. 

Thirteen  4}-poimd  charges;  three  lO-second  8-inch  shells;  thirteen  lO-second 
^2-poimd  shells. 

Two  1-pound  charges;  two  15-Becond  8-inch  shells;  five  15-second  32-pound 
thfDs. 

2  rifled  howitzer  shells;  4  (8-inch)  stands  of  grape;  10  (32-pound)  stands  of 
pape;  7  (32-poniid)  solid  shot. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  RENSHAW, 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Conuaander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

Senior  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


^ii^g  Rear  Admiral  Lee's  report  of  the  joint  expedition  against  Franklin 

Virginia,  October  3,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  October  26,  1862. 

^rt:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  official  reports, 
fvlitch  have  just  reached  me,)  in  relation  to  the  joint  expedition  against  Frank- 
fifi,  Virginia,  on  the  3d  instant. 

The  department  will  perceive  that  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser  (senior 
'^fr  present)  displayed  his  usual  gallantry,  and  that  the  officers  and  crew  of 
^  three  gunboats  did  their  parts  well,  under  very  trying  and  difficult  circum- 
•taacw.  Our  loss  was  four  killed  and  fifteen  wounded.  Lieutenant  Commander 
"uewr  eommends  the  good  conduct  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Edmund  R.  Colhoun, 
ounnuiDding  the  Hunchback,  and  of  Acting  Master  Charles  A.  French,  com- 
BiowiiDg  the  Whitehead.  I  recommend  these  officers  to  the  favorable  notice  of 
'b<^  department  Lieutenant  William  B.  Cushing  has  been  put  in  command  of 
w  rooboat  Ellis,  and  is  increasing  his  reputation  by  active  operations. 

I  wc  instructed  Commander  Davenport  to  have  Acting  Third  Assistant 
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Engineer  Richards,  whose  condact  is  veiy  favorablj  reported  upon  by  Upiite 
ant  Commander  Flusser,  to  be  examined  with  a  view  ip  his  promotion.     * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectftillj,  jonrs,  &c., 

S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear  Admiral,  Cam'ding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadnm, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  J),  C 


United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  October  6, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  jour  order,  and  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Maj 
General  Dix,  I  started  for  Franklin  to  co-operate  with  the  armjr,  on  the  ] 
instant,  from  this  place.  We  shelled  the  town  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  (ra 
a  position  about  tnree-quarters  of  a  mile  below,  and  fought  the  enemy  on  tl 
banks  from  about  7  a.  m.  till  10.15  a.  m.  Hearing  nothing  of  the  armj  tL^j 
the  river  being  barricaded  ahead  of  us,  and  it  bein^  a  Terr  unequal  figbt. 
thought  it  best  to  return.  The  troops  were  nearly  ill  on  the  south  or  f^ 
bank  of  the  river,  so  the  army,  to  protect  me  from  their  sharpshooters,  woe 
first  have  to  cross  the  stream. 

General  Pcttigrew  commands  at  Franklin.     Our  loss  was  quite  heavy.    I  ( 
not  think  I  can  be  of  the  least  service  to  the  army,  and  I  think  the  enemj  \ 
this  time  suspect  that  they  are  to  be  attacked. 
•  I  shall  send,  through  Commander  Davenport,  a  full  report  of  the  affair. 

The  enemy  attempted  to  blockade  the  river  in  our  rear,  and  would  have  ?t! 
ceeded  had  we  remained  above  a  few  hours  longer.  Without  an  order  from  ji 
I  shall  not  attempt  it  again,  as  suggested  in  Gkneral  Dix's  latter  note. 

It  is  folly  to  fight  these  people  on  the  banks,  where  they  have  every  advai 
tage,  and  can  drive  the  men  from  the  great  guns.  The  last  fire  received  (vi 
the  enemy  on  our  return  (and  they  made  use  of  every  favorable  point  to  givf 
to  us)  was  about  2.30  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W-  FLUSSER, 
•  Lieutenant  Commander. 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

United  States  Ship  Minnesota,  Newport  News,Virginia. 

P.  S. — ^I  neglected  to  mention  that  the  other  boats  were  the  Hunchback  aa 
the  Whitehead. 

Later. — I  have  just  heard  that  the  enemy  expect  an  attack  on  Franklin,  ai] 
have  gone  off  to  Petersburg.    I  cannot  answer  for  the  truth  of  this  report 
only  know  there  were  troops  at  Franklin  on  the  3d. 


United  States  Steamer  Hetzel, 

OffNevchem,  N  C,  October  15,  ISC?. 

SjR :  I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser,  Actii^ 
Lieutenant  Colhoun,  and  Acting  Master  Commanding  French,  concerning  tl 
action  on  Blackwater  river,  near  Franklin,  on  the  3d  instant. 

While  I  cannot  praise  too  highly  the  gallantry  and  heroism  displayed  ^ 
officers  and  men  "on  the  occasion,  I  think  it  extremely  hazardous  for  our  ff^ 
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>oats  m^foteeled  as  Aie  men  are  bj  bulwarks  or  anj  other  defenee,  to  go  on 
txpeditions  ap  these  narrow  and  tortuous  rivers. 

I  have  ibe  boaor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  joar  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  and  Senior  Naval  Oficer  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Com'g  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Neiopori  News,  Vh. 


United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  October  6,  1862. 

SiB :  Oa  the  evening  of  the  26th  ultimo  I  received  a  despatch  from  Major 
Gvneral  Dix,  asking  me  to  co-operate  with  him  in  an  attack  on  Franklin.  The 
officer  who  bxonght  the  despatch  was  authorized  to  arrange  the  time  of  attack, 
ttji  it  was  agreed  between  us  that  it  should  be  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  3d  October. 

TVitli  the  conununioation  from  General  Dix,  came  another  from  the  acting 
rar  admiral  commanding  the  North  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  directing  me 
to  Act  in  concert  with  the  land  forces. 

(m  the  night  of  the  2d  instant  I  lay  wUh  the  Hunchback  and  Whitehead  in 
compaoy,  about  three  miles  from  Franklin.  At  5.45  on  the  3d,  we  got 
imdfT  way  after  giving  the  men  an -early  breakfast,  and  started  up  the  river, 
iLflling  the  banks  as  we  went.  At  7  o'clock,  when  about  three-quarters  of  a 
ciiic  lirom  Franklin,  and  while  running  a  line  to  swing  us  around  the  bend,  the 
T^i^toT  opened  a  fire  on  us  from  a  place  of  ccmce^lment  on  the  bluff  overhead. 
A>  we  were  too  near  to  use  the  great  guns  on  them,  I  ordered  the  men  to  shelter 
dientfelves  as  they  best  could,  and  tried  to  steam  past;  but  the  river  here  is  very 
i^armw,  and  we  ran  into  the  bank. 

^liile  in  this  position,  one  of  the  rebels,  more  gallant  than  his  fellows,  rushed 
duwn  the  hank,  cheering  on  his  men,  with  the  seeming  intention  of  boarding  us, 
^t  tbej  did  not  follow  him,  and  he  was  shot  by  one  of  my  men. 

In  a  few  minutes  we  got  off  and  steamed  up  until  our  guns  would  bear,  when 
ve  tlirew  into  the  rebels  a  heavy  fire  of  9-inch  grape  and  shell,  with  canister 
t2itl  shrapnel  from  our  field-piece.  This  fire  covered  the  Hunchback  as  she 
r)unded  the  bend,  and  she,  in  turn,  covered  the  Whitehead. 

After  getting  around  the  bend,  we  found  the  river  barricaded  in  front  of  us. 
This  bamcade  could  have  been  removed,  but  not  under  the  terrible  fire  to  which 
»e  were  exposed. 

lu  this  position  we  remained  until  10.15  a.  m.,  hoping  to  hear  the  guns 
^  the  land  fraxCv  but  no  such  welcome  sound  came  to  our  ears,  during  this 
time  we  kept  up  a  fire  of  great  guiis  and  musketry.  With  the  forward  9-inch 
ru  I  threw  shells  in  the  direction  of  Franklin ;  with  the  forward  32-pounder 
j^jored  grape  and  canister  into  the  woods  on  our  left;  and  with  the.af^er 
^-p^mnuer  and  field-gun,  gave  them  the  same  on  the  right,  and  shelled  the  bluff 
frrito  which  they  fired  on  us  so  heavily,  with  the  after  9-inch  gun. 

At  10.15  we  started  down,  getting  a  terrible  fire  fr-om  the  bluff.  The 
^'Hfmy  continued  to  fird  at  us  from  every  available  point  until  2.30  p.  m. 
^f 7  also  attempted  to  block  the  river  in  our  rear,  by  felUng  tr^es,  through 
Vbich  obatruetions  we  pushed  with  a  heavy  head  of  steam. 

Uq  our  return,  I  sent  the  Hunchback  to  Plymouth,  to  bury  the  dead  and 
^^ed  to  Boanoke  ialandy  with  the  wounded,  (one  dying  on  the  way,)  where 
lolooei  Howard  very  kindly  gave  me  the  steamer  EmUy  to  carry  them  to  Nor- 
(jlk  hospitaL 
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We  in  the  boat  had  two  killed  (Master's  Mate  Jo^  Lynch  and  Qaarter* 
master  Justin  Baker)  and  ten  men  wounded ;  two  of  them,  I  fear,  mortallj. 

I  sent  Dr.  Gale  on  in  charge  of  the  wonnded  and  did  not  get  his  report  oi 
casualties  before  he  left.    It  shall  be  sent  immediately  on  his  retum. 

I  enclose  reports  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Colhoun  and  Acting  Master  Commao^^ 
ing  French,  with  return  of  casualties  on  board  their  yesaeis. '  I  was  well  sap* 
ported.     Colhoun  and  French  both  did  their  duty. 

On  board  my  own  vessel  the  officers  and  men  generally  behaved  well  1 
desire  to  mention  as  worthy  of  praise  for  great  gallantry,  Lieutenant  Wm.  B 
Gushing,  who  ran  the  field-piece  out  amid  a  storm  of  bullets,  took  a  sure  aov 
deliberate  aim  at  the  rebels,  and  sent  a  charge  of  canister  amon^  them,  that 
completely  silenced  their  fire  at  that  point  Mr.  Lynch  assisted  Mr.  Gushing 
and  nere  met  his  death  like  a  brave  fellow,  as  he  was. 

Mr.  Richards,  third  assistant  engineer,  who  had  charge  of  the  powder  diri 
sion,  also  assisted  with  the  howitzer,  and  showed  great  courage.  Mr.  AndeTK>Q 
the  paymaster,  was  of  great  assistance  in  bringing  in  the  wounded  from  ucdei 
the  fire,  and  conveying  them  to  the  doctors. 

Among  the  men,  iJaniel  Lakin,  (seaman,)  John  Williams,  (seaman,)  Johi 
Breese,  (boatswain's  mate,)  Alfred  Peterson,  (seaman,)  and  James  H.  Burban)^ 
(corporal  in  the  4th  Rhode  Island  volunteers,)  distinguished  themselves  by  tht  'i 
gallant  conduct.  I  reconunend  the  first  for  an  appointment  as  master's  matej 
the  second  I  shall  make  boatswain's  mate ;  Peterson,  I  shall  make  qtiarterma$tp< 
and  hope  the  corporal  may  be  made  a  sergeant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  FLUSSER. 

lAeutenanl  Cknnfnandrr, 

Commander  H.  K.  Davbnpobt, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  in  the  Inner  Water  $  of  North  Carolina^ 

P.  S. — I  omitted  in  the  names  of  those  who  did  well,  Justin  Baker,  quaitc!! 
master,  killed,  and  John  W.  Johnson,  landsman,  wounded  badly. 


United  States  Stbambb  Gommodorb  Pbrry, 

October  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  iiave  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  following  is  a  correct  report  o 
the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  United  States  steamex'Gommodore  Pvrrv 
while  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  Blackwater  river,  near  Franklin,  Vinpnia 
on  the  3d  day  of  October,  1862. 

Killed, — John  Lynch,  master's  mate,  rifle  ball  through  the  heart ;  Justin 
Baker,  quartermaster,  rifle  ball  through  the  head. 

Wounded, — John  W.  Johnson,  landsman,  arm  shattered  by  rifle  ball ;  G<^' 
Nicholas,  able  seaman,  rifle  ball  through  the  head ;  James  Brown »  capuiii' 
steward,  rifle  ball  through  the  hand;  John  Dowling,  able  seaman,  rifle-Kil 
wound  through  the  posterior ;  Wm.  Gomell,  able  seaman,  rifle  ball  in  the  neck 
James  McManis,  fireman,  bayonet  wound  in  the  leg;  Isaac  Fisher,  private  9\\ 
New  Jersey  regiment,  rifle  ball  through  the  body;  Peter  Gilghassen,  priv:j*' 
9th  New  Jersey  regiment,  rifle  ball  through  the  thigh;  John  E.French,  pri^^l■ 
9th  New  Jersey  regiment,  rifle  ball,  slight  wound  in  the  forehead ;  Wm.  Buci 
lin,  private  4th  Rhode  Island  regiment,  rifle  ball,  slight,  in  the  neck. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  GALE, 
Acting  AsMtant  Surgeon,  IK  S.  Navy. 

G.  W.  Flussbr, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 
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'Unitbd  States  Stbambr  Gommodorb  Perry, 

October  16,  1862. 

8iB :  We  expended,  as  near  ae  I  can  determine,  in  the  fight  of  the  3d : 

P-inch  sheila 102 

6-inch  Bhells -. - 54 

Stand  of  grape  for  9-inch  gan 16 

Stand  of  grape  for  6-inch  gun. .' 27 

Stand  of  canister  for  6-inch  gun 2^ 

Hounds  of  ammnnition  for  the  howitzer 94 


1 

Total  amount  of  ammnnition  expended 319 

Respectfiillj  submitted. 

WM.  B.  GUSHING,  LieuteminL 
Lient  Commander  C.  W.  Flussbr, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 


United  States  Steamer  Hunchback, 

Of  Pit/mouth^.  C,  October  6,  1862. 

Sia :  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  part  taken  hy  this  vessel  in  the  fight 
oo  the  Blackwater  on  Friday,  the  3d  instant : 

1  ?ot  under  way  at  5.30  a.  m.  from  our  anchorage,  about  four  miles  below 
Franklin,  following  your  vessel  closely — ^the  Whitehead  being  astern  of  us. 
When  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  on  you,  I  pushed  ahead  to 
yonr  support  The  river  being  very  narrow  at  that  point,  and  the  turn  "  short 
around/*  I  fonnd  great  difficulty  in  turning  the  bend,  being  detained  there 
&eariy  half  an  hour  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  one  shot  from  artillery, 
which  latter  killed  two  men — a  grape-shot  passing  through  both,  killing  them 
almost  instantly.  From  that  time  until  10.30  a.  m.,  when  we  had  fought  our 
VBT  to  a  point  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  Franklin,  the  fighting  was  the 
MQ^^-here  and  there  high  banks  with  dense  foliage,  a  narrow  and  very  crooked 
ttivam,  with  frequent  heavy  firing  of  musketry. 

On  our  passage  down  we  met  with  even  a  warmer  reception,  the  enemy  seem- 
ing detennined  to  capture  us — ^having,  as  you  are  aware,  cut  down  large  trees 
U)  dow  up  the  river.  We  were  not  idle  ail  that  time ;  but  whenever  I  could 
^  my  9-inch  guns  without  exposing  the  men,  I  let  them  have  shell,  shrapnel, 
^  giupe ;  and  when  the  firing  of  me  enemy  was  so  hot  that  I  could  not  ex- 
pore  the  men,  I  worked  my  two  howitzers  in  the  gangway,  giving  directions 
Uirongh  the  speaking  tube  in  the  pilot-house  how  to  ^ce.  I  cannot  speak  too 
ki|^y  in  praise  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command.  They  did  their 
duty  nobly.  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  one  of  my  best  men,  James  Ritchie, 
boatawun's  mate*  who  was  killed  when  aboht  to  sight  his  gun.  I  would  bring 
to  joor  notice  the  heroic  conduct  of  Thomas  G.  Barton,  seamen,  who,  when  a 
ihtH,  with  cartridge  attached,  fell  out  of  the  howitzer  upon  the  deck — ^the 
ciuu!ge,  which  must  have  been  wet,  being  ignited — got  a  bucket  of  water  and 
tiirew  it  upon  it,  thereby  preventing  its  explosion. 

Our  loss*  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  George 
K  Maan,  was ;  killed — James  Ritchie,  boatswain's  mate,  and  Frank  Davis,  con- 
tnband ;  wounded — Samuel  B.  Sharp,  seamen,  left  arm. 

We  filed  from  the  9-inch  guns  22  shells,  10  shrapnel,  and  one  stand  of  grape; 
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from  the  lOO-poander  rifle,  9  percassion  sbeDB;  and  from  the  howitxers,  9  stand 
of  grape,  27  shrapnel,  28  shell,  and  26  cuastet — making  a  total  of  132. 
Very  reBpectfullv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  R.  COLHOUN. 
Acting  Lieut,  Comd'g  U.  S,  Steamer  Hunchback. 

Lient.  Commmander  0.  W.  Flussbr, 

U,  S,  N.i  Comd'g  Naval  Farces,  Alhermarle  Sounds  N.  C. 


Umtbd  States  Steamer  Hunchback, 

Of  Plymouth,  N.  O,  October  6,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  the  following  Hat  of  caanalties  occnr- 
rmg  on  board  of  jour  yessel  during  the  engagement  of  October  3,  1862 : 
James  Ritehie,  boatswain's  mate,  killed. 
Frank  Davis,  contraband,  killed. 
8.  B.  Sharp,  seaman,  wounded  in  left  arm. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MANN, 
Acting  Auiitmnt  Surgeon,  United  States  Nary, 
Edmund  E.  Golhoun, 

Acting  lAeutenant  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Hunchback, 


United  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 

OJ  Winfidd,  N.  C,  October  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  my  anchorage  at  this  place  on  the  erening 
of  the  Ist  instant,  to  take  part  in  the  expedition  up  this  river,  together  with 
yourself  and  steamer  Hunchback.  When  about  one  mile  below  IVanklin,  on 
the  mommg  of  the  3d,  at  seven  o'clock,  I  engaged  the  enemy  in  force,  who 
were  posted  on  a  high  embankment  with  musketry,  and  on  my  approach,  find- 
ing the  elevation  so  great  and  his  fire  so  hot,  and  my  men  so  exposed,  I  wm 
forced  to  order  them  under  cover  for  a  shcMTt  time  till  I  got  past ;  aozing  which 
time  I  had  four  wounded,  three  c^  them  severely ;  a  special  report  of  which  jou 
will  find  enclosed. 

At  10.30  a.  m.,  as  per  your  order,  I  proceeded  on  my  way  down  riyer,  re- 
ceiving a  severe  fire  m>m  the  enemy  at  different  embankments  for  some  miles 
below ;  but  during  the  passage  down  I  maintained  my  fire  very  regularly,  keep- 
ing the  enemy  in  check.  I  am  only  surprised  that  the  casualties  were  not 
greater,  considering  our  exposed  situation  and  the  upper  works  being  so  cut  up 
with  musketry. 

My  officers  and  men  were  generally  prompt,  and  merit  my  thanks.  I  would 
particularly  mention  Edwin  Smith,  ordinary  seaman,  for  gallantry,  who  swam 
ashore  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  a  line,  while  lying  aground  on  the 
opposite  bank,  which  rendered  me  important  serrice*  aa  the  risk  of  lowering  < 
boat  would  have  been  extremely  great. 

I  expended,  during  the  action,  forty-nine  TOunda»  excliisive  of  musketry. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  A.  FRENCH, 
Acting  Master  Commamding  Steamer  Whitehead, 

Lieutenant  Commander  Gbas.  W.  Flussbr, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  AlbemarU  Sound,  N  C 
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United  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 

Off  Winfield,  N.  C,  October  4,  1862. 

Sib:  I  luTe  the  honor  to  report  the  following  named  men  who  were  wounded 
in  the  late  engagement  near  Franklin,  on  the  Chowan  river,  viz : 
John  Weller,  qnartermaBter^  in  hoth  legs,  severely. 
Joseph  Boderick,  anartermaster,  internally,  severely. 
Chas.  Doherity,  oroinary  seaman,  head,  severely. 
Alex'r  Wilson,  seaman,  finger,  slightly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  A.  FRENCH, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  Steamer  Whitehead, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Chas.  W.  Flussbr, 

(commanding  Naval  Farces,  Albemarle  Sound,  JV.  C. 


Acting  Rear  Admiral  Lee  encloses  Commander  Davenport* s  report  of  naval 
co-operation  with  army  expedition  from  Netobem  to  Hamilton,  N,  C 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Miami, 

Washington,  N.  C,  November  14,  1862. 

8is :  I  transmit,  enclosed,  Commander  Davenport's  report  of  the  naval  co* 
operation  with  the  late  army  expedition  from  Newbem  to  Hamilton  and  that 
vicinity.  •  •  •  .•  •  %• 

On  the  Slst  of  October  Commander  Davenport,  with  the  Valley  City, 
Hunchback,  Perry,  Hetzel,  and  the  Yidette,  (an  army  gunboat,)  threw  shot  and 
&li«'Jl  for  half  an  hour  into  the  woods  two  miles  back  of  Plymouth,  where  3,000 
nht'h  were  posted,  killing  two  of  them. 

On  the  2d  instant,  at  7  p.  m..  Commander  Davenport,  with  the  Valley  City 
leading,  and  the  Perry,  Hetzel,  and  Hunchback  following,  left  Plvmouth,  and, 
&t  6  a.  m.  on  the  3d,  anchored  off  Williamston,  on  the  fioanoke,  where  he  soon 
luil  an  interview  with  General  Foster,  and  arranged  for  an  advance  on  Ham- 
iktm ;  and  at  1  p.  m.  on  the  4th,  the  Valley  City  having  led,  followed  by  the 
iVny,  Hetsel,  Hunchback,  and  Seymour,  arrived  at  Bainbow  Bluff  batteries, 
which  were  found  in  possession  of  our  troops,  who  had  advanced  without 
ouking  the  preconcerted  signal  to  the  gunboats.  The  enemy  had  previously 
I'^tl  these  batteries  and  taken  off  the  euns.  Our  gunboats  then  went  to  Ham- 
ilton, where  they  found  no  rebel  gunboats  in  process  of  construction.  That 
fTcning  the  army,  accompanied  by  fom*  pieces  of  naval  artillery  with  their 
«rtw»,  left  for  Tarboro',  ^nd  the  Vdley  City  and  Perry  were  sent  up  the  river  a 
Itv  miles,  aa  far  as  they  could  go,  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  5th  the  Seymour  destroyed,  as  far  as  possible,  the  earthworks  at 
B^nbow  blufb,  in  doing  which  Acting  Master's  Mate  Whall  was  accidentally 
kilM. 

At  2  a,  m.  on  the  6th  the  army  returned  to  Hamilton,  having  failed  to  reach 
Tarboro*,  (owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  enemy  having  been  re-enforced  from  Rich- 
mond,) and  on  the  9th  instant,  the  joint  expedition  left  Hamilton  from  Ply- 
*  Btfimb,  the  troops  returning  thence  to  Newbem ;  also  Commander  Davenport, 
with  the  HetzeU  the  Hunchback,  (in  want  of  repairs,)  and  the  Seymour,  ((An- 
vcjmg  troons.) 

CoBunanaer  Davenport  is  satisfied  that  the  rebels  have  no  iron-clads  on  the 
K'lvtoke,  and  that  they  cannot  build  on  that  river  above  Williamston,  owing  to 
^v  water,  steep  banks,  and  the  want  of  necessary  facilities.  Lieutenant  Com- 
tnander  Flusser,  however,  believes  that  they  are  building  at  or  about  Halifax. 
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Commander  Davenport  ib  strongly  opposed  to  engaging  the  gunboats  on  snch 
expeditions,  on  account  of  tlicir  unfitness  for  service  in  these  narrow  and  crooked 
rivers,  from  whose  hi^h  banks  sharpshooters,  protected  in  rifle  pits,  can  contml 
and  sweep  our  open  decks.  It  is  obvious  that,  where  the  situation  does  not 
allow  the  gunboats  to  take  care  of  themselves,  thej  eannot  assist  the  anaj, 

whilst  they  are  themselves  exposed  to  the  worst  consequences. 

•  ••«••  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear  Admired,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


9 


United  States  Steamer  Hbtzel, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  movements  since 
the  28th  October  ultimo,  the  date  of  my  last  communication  to  you,  having  rt- 
ference  to  the  state  of  affairs  at  this  place  and  on  the  Roanoke  river. 

I  arrived  at  this  place  early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo,  and  found 
here  the  United  States  steamers  Commodore  Perry,  Hunchback,  Valley  Citr, 
and  the  army  gunboat  Vidette,  at  anchor  off  the  town ;  the  Shawsheen  wa.<!  on 
picket  duty  some  six  miles  up  the  river.  On  consultation  with  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Flusser  and  Captain  Hammill,  the  officer  commanding  the  post,  I  asc^- 
tained  that  the  enemy,  said  to  number  3,000,  were  posted  in  the  woods  about 
two  miles  in  rear  of  the  town.  It  was  agreed  upon  between  us  that  on  the  next 
day  we  would  make  the  attempt  to  shell  them  from  their  position.  AccordiDfirlr, 
on  the  31»t  ultimo,  at  12  m.,  tne  Valley  City,  Hunchback,  Perry,  Hetzel,  and 
army  boat  Vidette,  opened  fire,  and  for  half  an  hour  threw  shot  and  s^hell 
over  the  town  and  into  the  woods  beyond,  driving  the  rebels  from  their  position 
and  killing  two  of  their  number. 

Late  ont  he  afternoon  of  the  Ist  instant,  the  United  States  steamer  Seymour  ar- 
rived, with  the  intelligence  that  General  Foster  had  left  Newbem  with  a  stron 
force,  and  was  then  on  his  march  to  Washington,  North  Carolina.  At  12.30  p.m. 
on  the  2d  instant,  while  on  my  way  to  Washington  to  confer  with  General 
Foster,  I  intercepted  the  steam-tug  Alert  with  despatches  from  the  general  re- 
questing me  to  meet  him,  with  the  gunboats,  at  Williamston  on  the  following 
day.  I  immediately  returned  to  Plymouth,  and  at  7  p.  m.  got  under  way  for 
Williamston,  the  Valley  City  leading  and  followed  dv  the  Perry,  Hetzpl. 
Hunchback,  and  armed  anjiy  ti'ansport  Lancer.  At  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d  instant,  I  anchored  off  the  town  of  Williamston,  where,  soon  afterward;), 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  an  interview  with  Greneral  Foster,  whose  march  had  bet^n 
ineffectually  opposed  by  the  enemy  at  Rail's  Ford,  a  point  on  a  small  stream 
about  five  miles  distant. 

It  was  agreed  upon  that  we  should  begin  our  advance  on  Hamilton  that  night 
Accordingly,  at  7  p.  m.,  I  got  under  way  in  the  following  order :  the  Valley  City 
leading,  followed  by  the  Perry,  Hetzel,  and  HunchbacR.  The  Lancer  had  re-  ^ 
tu^ed  during  the  afternoon  to  Plymouth  with  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 
At  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  having  reached  the  barricad**, 
which,  is  about  five  miles  below  Rainbow  bluffs  and  eight  miles  from  Hamilton, 

I  anchored,  for  the  double  purpose  of  awaiting  the  signal  from  the  advance  of 
the  army  and  avoiding  the  risk  of  a  passage  through  the  barricade  at  night.    At 

II  a.  m.,  having  failed  as  yet  in  receiving  any  signal  from  the  army,  I  made 
general  signal  to  get  imder  way,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  in  the  followbg 
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order:  theYallej  City  leading,  followed  by  the  Peny,  Hetzel,  and  Hunchback, 
tbe  S^jmoar,  which  had  arrived  at  7j^  a.  m.,  bringing  up  the  rear.  At  1  p.  m. 
>v  e  came  in  sight  of  the  batteries  at  Rainbow  bluff,  which  we  found  in  posseBsion 
of  our  troops,  the  enemy  having  deserted  them  and  carried  off  all  the  guns. 
At  2  p.  m.  I  anchored  off  the  town  of  Hamilton. 

I  here  entered  into  another  agreement  with  General  Foster,  in  accordance 
with  which  the  Valley  City  and  Ferry,  at  9.30  p.  m.,  proceeded  a  few  miles 
further  up  the  river  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  while  the  army  con- 
tinued its  march  to  Tarboro'.  At  night,  after  the  army  had  left,  pickets  were 
{losted  in  the  town — ^ten  from  this  vessel  and  ten  from  the  Hunchback — ^under 
the  conmiand  of  proper  officers. 

I  must  here  express  my  thanks  and  acknowledgments  to  Acting  Assistant 
Paymaster  Henry  Cushing,  of  the  Hunchback,  for  his  vigilance  in  securing  the 
enclosed  plan  of  batteries  at  Rainbow  bluffs,  and  papers  relating  thereto,  while 
on  duty  in  command  of  pickets  at  Hamilton,  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant.  I 
look  upon  these  papers  as  among  the  most  valuable  acquisitions  of  tne  ezpedi- 
timL 

At  10  a.  m.  on  the  5th  instant  I  despatched  the  Seymour  down  the  river  for 
Um*  purpose  of  destroying  the  earthwqj'ks  at  Rainbow  bluffs.  At  5  p.  m.  she 
retumedt  having  accomplished,  as  far  as  possible,  the  object  for  which  she  was 
^nt.  I  regret  extremely  to  inform  you  that,  while  in  the  performance  of  this 
duty.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Whall  was  mortally,  and  one  man  slightly,  wounded, 
by  the  premature  explosion  of  a  mine. 

At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  the  United  States  steamer 
Lockwood  arrived,  and  at  5.30  a.  m.  the  Seymour  left  for  Plymouth.  During 
the  afternoon  the  army  returned  from  its  march  in  the  direction  of  Tarboro', 
having  failed  in  reaching  that  place.  On  the  7th  instant  I  had  another  under- 
standing with  General  Foster,  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,)  in  accord- 
ance with  which  I  took  on  board  300  sick  and  disabled  soldiers,  whom  I  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  gunboats,  and  sending  the  Valley  City  and  Lockwood 
ahead,  with  orders  to  wait  for  me  at  Williamston  At  12.30  p.  m.  I  got  under  way 
tyr  the  same  point,  accompanied  by  the  Hunchback  and  Perry,  to  cover  the 
rear  of  the  army,  and  arrived  at  Williamston  at  11.30  a.  m.  on  the  8th  instant. 
At  6  a.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  the  army  began  its  march  for  Plymouth,  the 
Perry,  Yalley  City,  and  Lockwood  having  left  for  the  same  place  on  the  pre- 
vions  afternoon.  At  10  a.  m.,  when  the  rear  guard  of  the  army  had  left  Wil- 
liamston, I  got  under  way  with  the  Hunchback  for  Plymouth,  where  I  arrived 
SI  3.30  p.  m.,  about  two  hours  in  advance  of  the  army.  I  shall  leave  a  force  of 
paboats  here,  amply  sufficient  to  protect  the  place,  in  conjunction  with  such 
tofte  as  it  is  the  intention  of  GrenenJ  Foster  to  station  at  this  point.  When  the 
tnay  has  embarked  for  Newbem,  I  shall  get  under  way  for  the  same  place, 
itfvpping,  probably,  en  route,  at  Washington,  to  confer  with  Acting  Lieutenant 
tUi&shaw. 

With  resard  to  the  results  attained  by  this  reconnoissance,  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  rebels  have,  as  yet,  no  iron-clad  boats  on  this  river,  nor  do  I  think  it  prob- 
able that  they  will  ever  attempt  the  construction  of  any  vessel  of  a  formidable 
character  above  Williamston.  At  Hamilton  there  were  no  indications  whatever 
that  vessels  of  any  kind,  except  canoes,  had  ever  been  built  there.  The  bank 
ii  bluff  and  bold,  affording  no  natural  facilities  for  wharves  or  '*  ways,"  and  the 
tnna^  iB  narrow  and  current  strong.  Above  Hamilton  the  river  is  extremely 
Qsrrow  and  tortuous,  abounding  in  snags  and  bars  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
VaUey  City  could  not  ascend  more  than  five  or  six  miles.  I  learned  that  at 
BjUifax,  the  next  town  above,  there  is,  at  ordinary  times,  from  one  to  two  feet 
fndy  of  water.  Thi^  river  is  now  at  its  medium  height,  and  I  should  not  think 
it  possible,  except  during  a  freshet,  to  float  an  iron-clad  boat  of  formidable 
dimenaioiis  at  that  point 
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In  conclnsion,  I  mast  commend  to  your  fayorable  consideration  the  intelli- 
gence, zeal,  and  skill  in  the  management  of  their  vessels,  displayed  by  Lien- 
tenant  Commander  Flosser  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Colhonn.  Nor  can  I  withhold 
my  praise  and  warmest  thanks  from  the  officers  and  men  generally*  who  vied 
with  each  other  in  their  efforts  to  aid  the  army  and  bring  to  a  successful  wsu£ 
the  objects  of  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftdlj,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  in  Sounds  of  North  Oaroima, 

Acting  Bear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com^g  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Operatuns  at  New  River  inlet,  and  lou  of  the  United  States  steasner  EUis, 

United  States  Steamer  Hbtzbl, 

OfNewbem,  N  C,  Navemher  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  Lieutenant  William  B. 
Gushing,  of  his  operations  at  New  River  inlet,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that 
the  United  States  steamer  Ellis  is  lost. 

I  trust  that,  in  consideration  of  the  courage,  coolness,  and  gallantry  displayed 
on  the  occasion  by  Lieutenant  Gushing,  his  course  may  meet  with  tne  approval 
of  yourself  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  \qxj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  k.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  in  Sounds- of  North  Carolina, 
Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

[Indorsed.] 

Heartily  approved  and  forwarded. 

S.  P.  LEE,  Acting  Rear  Admiral, 


U.mtbd  States  Steamer  Hbtzbi^ 

November  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  entered  New  River  inlet  on  the  23d 
of  this  month,  with  the  United  States  steamer  Ellis  under  my  command,  sno 
Deeded  in  passing  the  narrow  and  shallow  place  called  the  Rocks,  and  started 
up  the  river.  My  object  was  to  sweep  the  river,  capture  any  vessels  there,  cap- 
ture the  town  of  Jacksonville,  or  Onslow  Gourt-House,  take  the  Wilmington 
mail,  and  destroy  any  salt-works  that  I  might  find  on  the  banks.  I  expected 
to  surprise  the  enemy  in  going  up,  and  then  to  fight  my  way  out.  Five  mileii 
from  the  mouth  I  came  in  sight  of  a  vessel  bound  outward,  with  a  load  of  cotton 
and  turpentine.  The  enemy  fired  her  to  prevent  her  falling  into  our  hands.  I 
ran  alongside,  made  sure  that  they  could  not  extinguish  the  flames,  and  a^iu 
steamed  up  the  river.  At  1  p.  m.  I  reached  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  landed, 
threw  out  my  pickets,  and  placed  guards  over  the  public  buildings. 

This  place  is  the  county  seat  of  Onslow  county,  and  is  qtiite  an  important 
town.  It  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  going  up,  and  is  thirty-tiTe 
or  forty  miles  from  the  mouth.  I  captured  twenty-five  staqa  of  public  arm^  in 
the  conit-houBe  and  post  oiEce,  quite  a  large  mail,  and  two  schooneis.  I  also 
confiscated  the  negroes  of  the  coufcderate  postmaster*    1  foigot  to  mention  that 
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Xhe  town  IB  sitnated  <m  tlie  main  dirt  road  to  Wilmington.     Several  rebel  officers 
e^aped  as  I  neared  the  place  and  carried  the  news  to  that  city.    At  2.30  p.  m. 
I  started  down  the  river,  and  at  5  p.  m.  came  in  sight  of  a  camp  on  the  banks, 
which  I  thoroughly  shelled.    At  the  point  where  the  schooner  captured  in  the 
moming  was  still  bnming,  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  Ellis  with  rifles,  but 
wi-re  soon  silenced  by  onr  gans.     I  had  two  pilots  on  board,  both  of  whom  in- 
frtrmed  me  that  it  wonld  be  impossible  to  take  the  steamer  from  the  river  that 
(ti^ht.    High  water  and  daylight  were  two  things  absolutely  essential  in  order 
to  take  her  out.     I  therefore  came  to  anchor  about  five  miles  from  the  outer  bar, 
took  my  prizes  alongside,  and  made  every  preparation  to  repel  an  attack.    All 
ti^t  long  the  Bigoal  fires  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  on  the  banks.    At  day- 
lifht  I  got  under  way,  and  had  nearly  reached  the  worst  place  in  the  channel 
v^ben  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.    I  placed  my  vessel 
in  position,  at  once  hoisted  the  battle-flag  at  the  fore,  the  crew  gave  it  three 
cheers,  and  we  went  into  action.     In  one  hour  I  had  driven  the  enemy  from  his 
pm»  and  Mm  the  bluff,  and  passed  within  a  hundred  yards  of  their  position 
without  receiving  fire.     Up  to  this  time  I  had  been  in  every  way  successful,  but 
vv  here  destined  to  meet  with  an  accident  that  changed  the  fortunes  of  the  day, 
tod  resulted  in  the  deetmctiofi  of  my  vessel.    About  ^ve  hundred  yards  from 
the  bluffs  the  pilots;  mistaking  the  channel,  ran  the  Ellis  hard  and  fast  aground. 
All  hands  went  to  work  at  once  to  lighten  her,  and  anchors  and  steam  used  to 
jpei,  her  afloat,  but  without  success.    The  headway  of  the  steamer  had  forced 
ii<*r  over  a  shoal  and  into  a  position  where,  as  the  centre  of  a  circle,  we  had  a 
rrrntm/erence  of  skoal  all  around.    When  the  tide  fell  I  sent  a  party  ashore  to 
ViHe  possession  of  the  artillery  abandoned  in  the  morning,  but  when  they  reached 
the  field  it  was  discovered  that  it  had  been  removed  while  we  were  at  work  on 
tbe  reiiseL     K  I  had  secured  this,  I  proposed  to  construct  a  shore  battery  to 
Afr^t  in  the  defence  of  my  vessel  by  keeping  the  rebels  from  placing  their  bat- 
tles in  position.    At  dark  I  took  one  of  my  prize  schooners  alongside,  and 
pTOceeded  to  take  everything  out  of  the  Ellis  excepting  the  pivot  gun,  some  am-  . 
nnmition,  two  tons  of  coal,  and  a  few  small  arms.     Steam  and  anchor  again 
Euled  to  get  my  vessel  afloat.    I  felt  confident  that  the  confederates  would  come 
ua  me  in  overwheXming  force,  and  it  now  became  my  duty  to  save  my  men.     So 
ftll  hands  were  called  to  muster,  and  the  crew  told  that  they  could  go  aboard  the 
rcboouer.    I  called  for  six  volunteers  to  remain  with  me  on  board  and  fight  the 
remaining  gun.     Knowing  that  it  was  almost  certain  death  the  men  came  for- 
^^Ay  and  two  master's  mates,  Valentine  and  Barton,  were  amongst  the  number. 
Tbf.'i^  gentlemen  subsequently  behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery.    I  ordered 
the  fcbooner  to  drop  down  the  channel  out  of  range  from  the  bluffs,  and  there 
&>  WAit  for  the  termination  of  the  impending  engagement,  and  if  we  were  des- 
tn'Tc-d  to  proceed  to  sea. 

Eiriy  in  the  morning  the  enemy  opened  on  us  from  four  points  with  heavy 
rzdrcl  guns,  (one  a  Whitworth.)  It  was  a  cross-fire,  and  very  destructive.  I 
niplied  as  best  I  could ;  but  in  a  short  time  the  engine  was  disabled,  and  she 
VIA  much  cut  up  in  every  .part;  and  the  only  alternatives  left  were  surrender  or 
i  poll  of  one  and  a  half  mile  under  their  fire  in  my  small  boat.  The  first  of 
tL^  was  not,  of  course,  to  be  thought  of;  the  second  I  resolved  to  attempt  I 
fired  the  Ellis  in  five  places,  and,  having  seen  that  the  battle-flag  was  still  nying, 
truoed  the  gun  on  the  enemy,  so  that  the  vessel  might  fight  herself  after  we  had 
kft  her  and  started  down  the  river,  reached  the  schooner,  and  made  sail  for  sea. 
It  was  lo^  water  on  the  bar,  and  a  heavy  surf  was  rolling  in,  but  the  wind  forced 
Q«  through  after  striking  several  times.  We  were  just  in  time,  for  about  six 
bnodred  yaxds  down  the  beach  were  several  companies  of  cavalry  trying  to  reach 
tk  mmtdb  of  the  inlet  in  time  to  cut  us  off.  We  hoisted  our  flag  and  gave  three 
cheers,  and  were  off.  In  four  hours  I  reached  Beaufort.  I  brought  away  all 
Dj  men,  my  rifled  howitzer  and  ammunition,  the  ship's  stores  and  clothing,  the 
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men's  bags  and  hammocks,  and  a  portion  of  the  small  arms.    I  retained  aboard 
a  few  muskets,  pikes,  and  pistols,  to  repel  boarders. 

I  neglected  to  state  that  when  I  took  possession  of  the  enemy's  ground,  on 
the  24th  a  salt-work  was  destroyed,  and  ten  boats  rendered  useless  that  wen 
to  have  been  used  for  boarding.  At  9  a.  m.  the  United  States  steamer  £lli« 
was  blown  in  pieces  by  the  explosion  of  the  magazine.  Officers  and  men  behaved 
nobly,  obeying  orders  strictly  under  the  most  trying  circumatances.  I  re0p««t- 
fuUy  request  that  a  court  of  inquiry  may  be  ordered  to  investigate  the  faeu  ot 
the  case,  and  to  see  if  the  honor  of  the  flag  has  su£fcred  in  my  hands. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  GUSHING,  LieuUmant, 
Commander  H.  K.  Davenpobt, 

Senior  Oficer,  Commanding  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

[Indorsed.] 

Respectfully  submitted.    I  think  the  course  of  this  young  officerlshould  mee: 
with  tne  commendation  of  his  superiors. 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer, 

[Further  indorsed.] 

Received  and  forwarded  December  2,  1862,  with  the  expression  of  my  admi- 
ration  of  Lieutenant  Cushing's  coolness,  courage,  and  conduct 

S.  P.  LEE. 
Acting  Rear  Admiral,  Com*g  N.  Atlantic  Block'g  Squadnm, 


Commander  F.  A.  Parker's  operations  in  Matthews  county,  Virginia,  in  So- 

vember,  1862. 

United  Statbs  Flag-Stbambr  Philadblphia, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  Annexed  is  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report,  of  the  26th  instant,  &om 
Commander  F.  A.  Parker,  of  his  active  operations  in  Matthews  county,  in  con- 
nexion with  General  Neglee,  Colonel  Conyngham,  and  a  detachment  of  troops 
from  Yorktown.  The  expedition  was  weU  conducted,  and  its  results  and  succe^ 
are  clearly  stated  by  Commander  Parker,  who  speaks  in  handsome  terms  of 
Lieutenant  Farquhar. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear  Admiral 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Stbambr  IIahasica, 
Of  Yorktown,  Va.,  November  26»  1862, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  Friday,  the  Slst  instant 
Brigadier  General  Neglee  and  myself  concerted  a  plan  of  operations  against 
Matthews  county,  (whose  inhabitants  were  said  to  oe  largely  engaged  in  Hlx^ 
manufacture  of  salt,  and  in  smuggling  contraband  goods  from  the  eastern  shoir 
of  Mairland  and  Virginia,)  which  was  carried  out  as  follows : 

On  the  night  of  Saturday,  the  22d  instant,  having  received  on  board  a  bat- 
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slion  of  in&ntry,  tbree  hnndred  strong,  under  the  command  of  Major  Gonjng- 
lam,  of  the  52d  Pennsylvania  yoltmteers,  I  left  this  harbor  with  the  Mahaska, 
he  Ckneral  Potnam,  and  a  small  tng  called  the  May  Queen,  ^aboard  of  which 
I  had  raoiinied  a  rifled  howitzer,)  bound  to  East  river,  Mobjack  bay,  where,  on 
he  following  morning,  I  ran  alongside  of  a  fine  wharf,  distant  three  or  four  miles 
imn  the  river,  and  exactly  two  miles  from  Matthews  Gourt-House.  Here  the 
aoops  were  disembariced,  and,  re-enforced  with  a  12-pounder  Dahlgren  howitzer, 
Banned  by  twenty  seamen,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Black, 
took  np  their  line  of  march  for  New  Point  Comfort  and  Winter  harbor,  while 
die  Genial  Putnam,  with  a  detachment  of  seamen  and  a  howitzer  boat  from 
thid  veseel,  all  under  the  command  of  my  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Farquhar, 
wMi  despatched  up  the  river  with  orders  to  capture  or  destroy  all  vessels  and 
boats  that  could  be  used  in  running  the  blockade. 

At  8  p.  m.  both  expeditions  had  returned.  The  result  of  the  day's  operations 
being  the  destruction,  on  the  part  of  Major  Gonyngham,  of  eleven  salt-works  and 
btlween  three  and  four  hundred  bushels  of  salt;  and  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant 
Farquhar,  the  destruction  of  one  salt-work  and  the  burning  of  three  schooners 
md  a^iumber  of  scows  and  boats,  with  the  capture  of  a  lighter  and  twenty-four 
Luge  canoes,  some  of  which  are  capable  of  containing  twenty-four  men. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  Black  reported  that  while  on  the  march  Patrick  Maddeuy 
kndtman,  suddenly  disappeared  from  the  ranks ;  but  whether  he  had  inten- 
finoally  deserted  or  straggled  from  the  command  and  been  captured  by  a  body 
of  rebel  cavalry,  who  hung  dose  upon  their  rear,  it  was  impossible  to  say. 

On  the  following  morning  a  detachment  of  soldiers  was  sent  out  towards 
Matthews  Court-flouse,  while  our  men  were  CTAployed  in  destroying  boats  on 
both  ndes  of  the  river  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  and  at  1  p.  m.,  the  object  of 
tbe  Qodertaking  against  Matthews  county  having  been  successfrdly  accom- 
plUbed,  I  got  under  way  for  Yorktowu,  where  I  arrived  and  disembarked  the 
trooM  about  sunset. 

Having  learned,  however,  shortly  before  leaving  East  river,  that  two  sloops 
vere  hauled  up  on  the  beach  injAorn  harbor,  which  had  just  brought  over  a 
car^  of  goods  from  Maryland,  I  gave  orders  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Cnuader,  whom  I  fell  in  with  outside,  to  send  his  cutters  in  to  destroy  them* 
▼hich  duty  I  have  since  learned  he  executed  inmiediately. 

Yesterday  morning,  with  this  vessel  and  the  Putnam,  I  ascended  the  North 
nver  Mine  three  miles,  whence  I  sent  Lieutenant  Farquhar  up  the  river  in  the 
letter  Teesel  with  the  same  instructions  as  before.  By  sunset  ne  had  destroyed 
t  «cbooner  (Acting  Master  Dyer  in  the  meanwhile,  in  one  of  the  cutters  of  this 
^^*ifl  had  destroyed  another,)  and  a  vessel  on  the  stocks  in  the  course  of  con- 
K'^on,  which,  he  thinks,  from  her  model,  the  strength  of  her  timbers,  &c., 
kc..  was  intended  for  a  small  gunboat.  In  confirmation  of  his  opinion,  I  would 
Mate  that  my  pilot  was  informed  some  time  since,  at  West  Point,  that  "a  priva- 
tes ▼»  building  in  North  river."  At  night  I  anchored  off  Ware  river,  intending 
t»  f oier  it  and  Uie  Severn  to-day,  but  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  thick* 
"«nfty  weather. 

I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings  and  to  the  service  were  I  to  closa 
^nport  without  making  special  mention  of  Lieutenant  Farquhar,  upon  whom 
^  vujioft  portion  of  ti.e  Ubor  attending  our  little  enterprises  devolved.  Always 
itliable  and  always  eiUcient,  his  high  standard  of  professional  character  is  appir 
'■Qt  in  everjrthing  he  undertakes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER,  Commander. 
Captain  Tbomas  Turnbr,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Senwr  Naval  Offictt^  Newport  Newt^  Va, 
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SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADEON- 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton  of  hu  expedition  mp  8t.  Helena  eoand  m 

adjacent  iMi/er«. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  &  C,  December  1, 1861. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  ifl  the  report  of  Commander  Drayton,  of  the  Pawnee,  of  hii 
expedition  np  St.  Helena  sound  and  the  adjacent  rivers,  which  the  departmwi 
will  find  interesting. 

Respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  P.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Comd'g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  SquadrmL 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


Unitbd  Statbs  Steamer  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  28,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  instmctions  contained  in  jonr  letter  of  the  24t] 
instant,  I  left  this  harbor  at  3  a.  m.  of  the  25th  instant,  in  company  with  tbi 
Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  and  the  Pembina,  lieutenant  Con 
manding  Bankhead,  piloted  by  the  Vixen,  Captain  Boutelle.  We  crossed  tin 
bar  at  4.30,  and  that  of  St.  Helena  sound  at  9.30,  a  steamer,  supposed  to  be  tbi 
General  Clinch,  then  being  off  the  entrance  of  South  Edisto  river,  which  ^ 
tion  she  shortly  left,  and  steamed  up  the  river.  I  soon  after  came  in  eight  of  j 
fort  on  the  point  of  Otter  island,  in  which,  aUthe  distance  of  a  mile,  I  threw  i 
few  shells,  as  did  the  gunboats,  to  discover  if  it  was  occupied.  There  being  n' 
answer,  I  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  take  possession,  and  found  it  to  be  a  icgula 
triangular  work,  with  two  faces  towards  the  water,  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  f 
each,  with  bastions  and  a  curtain  on  the  land  side ;  the  whole  surrounded  by 
ditch.  The  magazine  had  been  blown  up,  and  everything  carried  away 
destroyed ;  the  only  thing  left  being  the  fragments  of  an  eighty-pounder  rifl 
gun  which  had  been  burst.  There  was  also  on  the  outside  a  large  quantity  o\ 
timber  and  palmetto  logs,  which  I  left  undisturbed,  there  being  little  or 
probability  of  any  one  coming  to  remove  H,  and,  considering  that,  should 
occupy  the  place,  it  would  be  required  to  finish  die  work.  Having  made  th 
above  examination,  I  continued  up  the  Coosaw  riv^  with  the  gunboats,  piloted  bi 
Captain  Boutelle.  When,  just  after  passing  M<Mgan  river,  dboat  ten  miles  fro 
Otter  island,  I  came  in  sight  of  a  fort  directly  ahead,  and  at  the  junction 
Barnwell  creek  with  the  Coosaw;  when  within  a  mile  we  threw  a  few  shells  mt^ 
it,  and  there  being  no  signs  of  occupation,  and  the  negroes  showing  themaelrc^ 
in  the  neighborhood,  I  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  take  poeseesioD,  and  found  it  t(^ 
be  a  redoubt  with  a  ditch  on  three  faces  and  a  steep  slope  toward  the  water^ 
ftbove  which  the  parapet  was  elevated  thirty  feet,  its  name  being  (as  we  foon^ 
from  papers  picked  up)  Fort  Heyward.  The  armament  had  consisted  of  tmH 
three  guns,  one  rifled,  which  had  been  removed,  and  two  elghteen-pottnder<. 
which,  being  of  a  very  antiquated  make,  and  spiked,  I  destroyed  by  breakiitj; 
the  trunnions  off.  The  next  morning  eariy  I  returned,  and  removed  to  ih» 
vessel  a  quantity  of  entrenching  tools  which  I  found  near  the  fort,  togedier  with 
a  large  sling  cart  and  two  siege  carriages  which  had  not  been  much  injured  hj 
die  fire  which  had  consumed  sufficienUy  to  render  oeeless  tlie  other  one  and  all 
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the  Itmben.  This  being  completed,  I  returned  to  Otter  island,  finding  thertf 
e  Vixen,  which  had  preceded  ns  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  an  engineer^ 
irateiuuit  O.  Rooke*  off,  who  had  been  sent  by  General  Sherman  to  join  ns  at 
oiffiii*!!  Landing. 

He  deeired  to  make  a  drawing  of  the  fort,  and,  as  it  tken  was  late,  I  anchored 
r  the  night,  leaving  again  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  with  the  gunboats  and 
iioo,  (there  not  being  water  for  the  Pawnee,)  to  ascend  the  Ashepoo  river*  as  I 
uieT8to«)d  that  there  was  a  military  station  a  short  distance  up.  After  running 
ar  miles  I  discovered  a  redoubt,  and  having,  as  before,  satisfied  myself  that 
vw  not  occupied*  I  landed  and  found  that,  like  the  others,  it  was  very  'care* 
dlj  and  scientifically  built,  with  a  deep  ditch  surrounding  it.  Everything  had 
Ben  destroyed  or  carried  away,  excepting  a  rifled  twenty-pounder  and  an  old 
iiy:li:<h  eighteen-pounder,  both  of  which  had  been  burst,  and  another  eighteen, 
hich  I  destroyed.  Having  performed  this  duty,  I  continued  up  the  river, 
unking  that  I  might  find  fortincatieDS  at  Mosquito  creek,  which  offers  the  only 
dind  channel  of  communication  with  Charmton.  None  had,  however,  been 
rtcted  there,  and  I  continued  up  the  river  to  the  plantation  on  Hutchison  island, 
boat  twelve  miles  from  Otter  island,  which  was  as  far  as  the  vessels  could  go. 
ten;  were  a  large  number  of  negroes,  but  no  white  men,  although  they  told  me 
Ut  there  was  a  picket  of  soldiers  about  three  miles  beyond.  At  this  time  I 
Mrd  heavy  firing,  and  as  we  all  supposed  it  to  proceed  from  the  Pawnee,  I 
Qnicd  every  one  on  board,  and  returned  down  the  river  as  quickly  as  possible ; 
'Qt  im  reaching  that  vessel,  was  told  that  the  sounds  came  from  the  direction  of 
^ofort.  I  then,  with  the  Pawnee,  got  under  way,  and,  accompanied  by  the 
^^t  vessels,  ran  across  the  b^  to  Hunting  Island  river,  where  I  landed  and 
ouk^  for  fortifications  on  the  point  of  Hunting  island,  but  could  not  find  the 
^^^  tppeaxanoe  of  there  ever  having  been  any  there.  The  light-house  had 
t«CD  recently  blown  up,  and  all  the  public  property  carried  away.  I  had  now 
Bumined  all  the  points  mentioned  in  your  Icttar  except  Coffin's  Landing,  which 
■d  been  visited  by  lieutenant  O.  Rouko,  on  his  way  across,  and  he  reporting 
^t  no  works  had  been  erected  there,  I  did  not  think  it  worth  the  delay  that 
^^  have  been  occasioned  by  going  there. 

1  lift  finnting  Island  harbor  at  7  a.  m.  this  morning,  and  reached  my  anchor- 
^  hffe  at  meridian.  With  regard  to  the  other  inquiries  that  I  was  ordered  to 
^kc.  I  would  beg  leave  to  say  that,  wherever  practicable,  the  slaves  have  been 
^^^^f^,  as  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Ashepoo,  where  there  is  communication 
"ith  the  Edisto.  At  all  the  plantations  south  of  that,  however,  a  great  many 
niil  n^iDcin;  at  Hutchison  island  not  less,  I  think,  than  one  hundred  and 
^tv.  Not  a  white  man  seems  to  be  left  anywhere  outside  of  the  line  of 
nihtary  occupation,  which  was  higher  than  I  was  able  to  go  with  the  vessels* 
uc  ftUves  are  doing  nothing,  and  are  very  friendly.  They  assisted  us  volun- 
^inlr  wherever  we  wanted  iheir  aid,  and  sometimes,  as  at  Fort  Heyward, 
^^'^  very  haid;  and  I  overheard  one  of  them  say  that  it  was  but  fair  that 
^*y  should  do  so  for  us,  as  we  were  working  for  them.  The  more  intelligent 
^  ikem  told  me  that  there  was  no  packed  cotton  in  their  neighboihood ;  tiiat 
^^"f^lj  any  had  been  packed  this  year,  and  that  not  much  more  than  hidf  the 
^^ti,  and  scarcely  any  of  the  provision  crop,  had  been  gathered* 

In  toQclusion,  I  wot^d  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  great  importance  of 
^^  on  Otter  ieland.  It  can  be  easily  held,  and,  with  a  few  vessels  as  a 
"'Ppvtt,  would  be  lUmost  impregnable  to  any  ordinary  force.  It  completely 
aqm&ands  the  inland  route  to  Charleston,  and  four  miles  above  it  the  Ashepoo 
^  ^m\h  Edisto  rivers  approach  each  other  so  closely  that  it  seems  to  me 
-^  I  coold  almost  have  commanded  the  navigation  of  the  latter  river  from 
'^T  Tvsiel;  and  4  few  gone  in  position  on  &e  narrow  neck  of  land  that 
^^  them  mi^t  ewtly  control  both  streams.  No  single  point  can  coounand 
^theaitEanceBinl»BkHefeMaonBd,AaitiafivamiIfl»aoios0;  buta£brt«a 


308      BEPOBT  OF  THE  SECRETABT  OF  THE  KAVT. 

Otter  iBland  shvts  np  the  meet  important  one;  and  in  its  immediate  Ticinitjan 
under  its  guns  is  perhaps  the  very  best  anchorage  for  ships  to  be  fonnd  in  ih*)? 
watera.  I  forgot  to  mention  that,  as  far  as  we  could  make  out,  on  our  retor 
down  the  river,  (the  Ashepoo,)  they  appeared  to  be  burning  houses  in  lL 
direction  of  the  South^Edisto  river,  or  in  those  plantations  which  must  ha^ 
still  been  in  possession  of  the  whites,  and  the  same  thing  seemed  to  be  continue 
^during  the  night.  I  cannot  finish  without  mentioning  the  obligations  I  a: 
under  to  Captain  Boutelle  for  the  skill  and  untiring  energy  he  displayed  i 
piloting  us  through  those  island  waters;  and  I  think  the  people  must  have  bee 
a  little  surprised  at  seeing  vessels-of-war  passing  at  full  speed  up  narrovr  as 
not  over-deep  rivers,  such  as  the  Goosaw  and  Ashepoo. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON, 
Commander,  Commanding  Pawnee. 
Flag-Officer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  AtUuUie  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Flag-Officer  DuPont  tends  second  expedition  to  St.  Helena  hay,  and  ordf 

reconnoissance  of  Wauato  inlet, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  4,  1861. 

Sib  :  The  apprehension  of  losing  possessioi^  of  the  bay  of  St.  Heleni^H 
exceedingly  valuable  for  a  harbor  for  its  proximity  to  Charleston,  and  for  d 
command  it  secures  of  large  rivers  supplying  interior  communication  with  tl 
State  of  South  Carolina — has  induced  me  to  despatch  a  second  ezpeditk 
there,  under  Commander  Drayton,  with  orders  to  hold  the  island  until  Genet 
Sherman  is  prepared  to  assume  military  occupation  of  it,  when  he  wiU  tran^l 
the  fort  to  his  troops. 

I  have  also  despatched  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  to  make  a  reconnoisaam 
of  Wassaw  inlet,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemt 
battery  there— information  which  the  commanding  general  has  expressed  lo  n 
his  desire  to  obtain  before  landing  troops  on  Tybee  island. 

The  department  will  have  the  goodness  to  observe  that,  in  the  necesM^ 
occupation  of  St.  Helena  sound  and  of  Tybee  roads,  and  in  the  examination 
Wassaw  inlet,  a  large  number  of  the  vessels  of  my  squadron  is  eng^aged,  wbit 
will  be  released  and  employed  on  blockading  duty  as  soon  as  Otter  and  Tvb 
islands  are  held  by  the  anny. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag'Qficer  Commanding,  4^* 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na»y» 


Flag-Officer  DuPont  reports  Wauaw  island  abandoned,  and  encloses  report  < 

Commander  C.  B,  P.  Rodgers, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  6,  1S61. 

BiR*:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  fortifications  \ 
Wassaw  island  have  been  abandoned  by  the  rebels,  after  removing  the  gwl 
owttnig:  np  the  platformSt  md  breaching  one  fiioe  of  the  fort 
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• 

For  the  cbcnmiiUncee  attending  this  important  diseoveiy,  and  the  temponury 
eeapation  of  the  waters  of  Wassaw  sound,  as  well  as  for  a  knowledge  of 
be  inner  and  nUimate  line  of  defence  selected  by  the  enemy,  I  have  the  pleasure 
0  refer  to  the  accompanying  report  of  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  upon 
rL«e  judgment  and  skill  I  reliea  for  the  execation  of  this  undertaking. 

Wassaw  inlet  and  sound  constitute  a  second  entrance  into  Savannah  river; 
Sid  aa  twenty-one  feet  can  be  carried  over  the  bar  at  high  water,  this  passage 
h  Imt  little  inferior  to  Tybee  entrance. 

The  highest  point  reached  by  Commander  Bodgers  was  about  eight  miles 
inn  Wassaw  bar,  about  ten  mUes  from  Savannah,  and  between  four  and  five 
nm  Thunderbolt  on  one  side  and  Montgomery  on  the  other.  These  two  last 
places  are  described  in  the  Coast  Survey  memoirs  and  reports. 

I  attach  the  highest  value  to  this  possession ;  but  I  must  confess  that  the 
kddition  of  the  occupation  of  St  Helena  sound,  Tybee  entrance,  and  Wassaw 
nuod,  hj  the  navy,  to  the  other  demands  upon  the  force  which  the  department 
Us  so  liberally  placed  at  my  disposal,  threatena  to  embarrass  the  duties  of  the 
kiockade  and  to  postpone  some  other  operations.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
lepaztment  will  find  it  possible  to  supply  me  with  more  gunbJkts  and  other 
renels  of  that  class  propelled  by  steam ;  4iiaving  which,  I  will  venture  to 
adalge  in  the  expectation  that  the  whole  of  the  sea-coast  of  Georgia,  and  a 
CKat  nart  of  that  of  South  Carolina,  will  be  under  the  Aag  of  the  United  States 
It  DO  distant  period* 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Flag'OJieer  Commanding t  ifc^ 

HoQ.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  Statbs  Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor ^  December  6,  1861. 

?IR:  On  yesterday  morning  I  left  Tybee  roads  before  daylight,  with  the 
<tpainen  Ottawa,  Seneca,  and  Pembina,  and  crossed  the  bar  of  Wassaw  sound 
at  lialf  tide,  not  having  less  than  eighteen  feet  of  water  upon  it. 

We  approached  the  fort  on  Wassaw  island  within  a  mue,  and  seeing  neither 
znxu  nor  men,  we  did  not  fire,  but  I  sent  Lieutenant  Barnes  to  it  with  a  white 
uc>  He  found  it  an  enclosed  octagonal  work  with  platforms  for  eight  guns  on 
ibe  mter  faces.  The  land  faces  were  protected  by  abattis.  The  work  was 
Vf^ll  constructed.  The  guns  had  been  removed,  the  platforms  cut,  and  the  mag- 
ttine  blown  up.  From  the  freshness  of  the  foot-prints,  and  other  signs,  it  ap- 
P^^aied  to  have  been  abandoned  very  recently.  Adjoining  the  fort  are  huts  or 
Ma  for  a  large  garrison.  Some  lumber  and  bricks  remain ;  everything  else 
fc»d  been  carried  away. 

We  immediately  pushed  on  to  Cabbage  island,  where  we  had  been  led  to  look 
^t  mother  battery,  but  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  there.  We  went  to  the 
D^'inth  of  the  creek,  through  the  Romilly  marsh,  and  to  the  mouth  of  Wilming- 
V.0  river. 

From  the  mouth  of  Wilmington  river  we  observed  a  battery  bearing  from  us 
«!■-'«  NW.  by  W.  half  W.,  and  distant  about  three  mUes.  It  is  on  the  river, 
*^  joi«i  above  a  house  with  a  red  cupola,  which  is  one  of  the  Coast  Survey's 
^>'mu  of  trianzulation,  and  is  about  ten  miles  from  Savannah.  Between  the 
w.u*e  and  the  fort  was  a  large  encampment,  but  we  could  not  count  the  tents. 
^  ^  cnonted  five  guns,  apparently  of  large  calibre,  on  the  face  of  the  battery 
tovardfl  us.    We  could  only  see  one  gim  upon  the  other  face,  but  there  may 
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kare  b«en  mere.  We  were  n^r  enoQgh  to  see  the  men  en  the  mmpartft  &d<j 
the  glittering  of  th^r  bayonets.  We  saw  several  email  veseels ;  some  of  theij 
in  Bomillj  marsh  were  in  tow  of  a  small  steam-tug,  but  they  were  all  bejou 
cibr  reach. 

Upon  Little  Tybee  island  we  could  see  no  earthworks,  but  could  not  p^ 
nearer  to  it  than  two  miles,  becanse  of  the  shoals.  In  coming  out  of  Wassa^ 
sound  at  high  tide  we  had  not  less  than  twenty-one  feet  oi  water  on  the  bv. 

BetumiDg  to  Tybee  roads  at  1  o'clock,  I  landed  and  made  a  reconnoi^^an 
•n  foot  with  the  marines  of  the  Savannah,  and  detachments  of  small-arm  me 
from  that  ship  and  the  Ottawa.  Upon  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  Lass: 
creek*  having  no  boats  in  which  to  cross,  our  progress  was  stopped.  We  v 
until  low  tide,  but  the  creek  was  nnfordable.  I  was  able,  however,  with  the 
sistance  of  Lieutenant  Luce,  to  obtain,  from  the  top  of  a  tree,  the  posidon  i^ 
which  a  battery  has  been  supposed  to  exist,  and  am  satisfied  that  there  v  ni 
battery  there.  The  spar,  which  was  mistaken  for  a  derrick,  is  simply  a  pUcj 
of  lookout,  and  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  earthwork  or  position  for  gain 
A  battery  at  such  a  place  would  be  of  no  use  whatever.  There  may,  however 
have  been  a  ilf^al  gun  placed  there,  as  the  dune  upon  which  the  spar  is  raisec 
is  upon  the  southeastern  part  of  lattle  Tybee  island,  and  is  a  commanding  poioi 
of  observation. 

I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Oommanding  Stevens  for  the  most  earnest,  cor 
dial,  and  efficient  co-operation ;  and  also  Lieutenants  Commanding  Ammen  «w 
Bankhead,  whose  vessels  were  always  in  the  ri^t  place,  and  always  well 
handled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a.  B.  P.  BODGEBS,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DdPont, 

Commandingt  Ac, 


Commander  Draytan^t  report  of  reconnoUsance  in  North  Ediito  river,  4^.i  I^ 

cember  16,  1861. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  a  report  by  Commandr^ 
Drayton  of  a  reconnoissance  in  North  Edisto  river  and  the  adjacent  waters.  He, 
discovered  a  fort  there,  consisting  of  two  redoubts  for  five  guns  each,  connectM 
bv  a  curtain,  and  protected  in  the  rear  by  palisades  formed  of  thick  j^lank. 
The  cotton-houses  and  out-buildings  were  set  on  fire  at  his  approach.  Hearing] 
that  there  were  five  hundred  of  the  enemy  at  BockviUe,  a  small  town  in  ^H 
vicinity,  he  advanced  upon  them  and  found  that  the  encampment,  which  had 
been  occupied  some  four  months,  was  deserted  a  few  hours  before  his  arrival  m 
such  haste  that  the  soldiers  had  taken  only  their  arms,  leaving  their  cirop 
equipage  and  provisions  behind  them.  Captain  Drayton  took  on  board  tbc 
tents  and  provisions  and  a  quantity  of  cotton.  He  left  the  Penguin,  Licntcn- 
ant  Commanding  Budd,  in  possession  of  the  fori. 

Captain  Drayton  next  entered  the  South  Edisto,  where  he  found  similar  forti- 
fications deserted  and  destroyed.  He  also  communicated  with  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Tnixton,  who  reported  that  everything  was  quiet  in  St.  Helena  ^^^^^' 
and  the  fort  there  was  being  rapidly  repaired  and  put  in  a  state  of  dokncC' 
Captain  Drayton  brought  in  two  prisoners. 

The  cotton  taken  by  Captain  Drayton  I  have  shipped  on  board  the  f^^' 
schooner  M.  A.  Schindler,  Irelan  master,  bound  to  Piiiladelphia,  consigned  to 
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Jtmes  8.  dumben,  nsvj  agent,  (as  p»  bill  of  lading  enclosed,)  subject  to  die 
vder  of  tbe  depaitment. 

fiaspeetfalljy  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Fk^'Officer  Commanding^  SfC. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbixbs; 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steameb  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  December  21,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  joor  order  of  the  14tb  instant,  I  left  this  harbor  at 
(iAvUght  of  the  16th  instant,  accompanied  bj  the  gonboat  Seneca,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Daniel  Anunen,  and  Coast  Su^^ey  steamer  Vixen,  Captain  C.  0. 
BnuteUe,  but  at  the  bar  found  that  the  heavy  northeaster  which  was  blowii^g 
bJ  laised  such  a  sea  as  to  render  it  out  of  the  question  to  attempt  entering  the 
riron  which  I  was  directed  to  examine.  I  therefore  returned  to  my  anchorage, 
vhich  I  left  a  second  time,  however,  on  the  following  morning,  and  reached  the 
Xiirth  Edisto  at  2  o'clock.  Shortly  after  I  crossed  the  bar  with  the  Seneca, 
^oted  in  by  Captain  Boutelle  in  the  yixen,  which  vessel  he,  however,  left 
vbtii  we  were  inside  for  the  Pawnee,  his  vessel  remaining  astern  of  us. 

At  this  time  we  could  plainly  see  fortifications  ahead  on  Edisto  island,  distant 
\  mile  and  a  half.  As  it  was  reported  to  me  they  were  fiUed  with  men,  I  conn 
DPjiced  filing  slowly  from  my  bow  guns,  as  did  the  Seneca,  but  receiving  no 
uwwer  0oon  ceased,  and  running  by  the  batteries  anchored  in  the  North  Edisto 
river.  On  landing  I  found  the  fort,  which  was  entirely  deserted,  to  consist  of 
two  redoubts  for  five  guns  each,  connected  by  a  long  curtain,  and  protected  in 
^t  rear  by  a  double  fence  of  thick  plank,  with  earu  between,  ana  loop-holed. 
The  guns,  as  the  negroes  informed  me,  had  all  been  removed  towards  Charles* 
toa  some  weeks  back.  While  I  was  making  this  examination  Lieutenant  Com- 
aaoding  Ammen  had  proceeded  up  the  river  for  about  five  miles,  the  effect  of 
vbich  was  immediately  apparent  in  the  firing  of  cotton-houses  and  out-buildiogs. 
Ag  during  the  night  some  negroes  came  on  board  and  informed  us  that  at  the 
mull  town  of  BockvUle,  which  was  in  ftdl  sight,  there  was  a  large  encampment 
of  Boldien,  at  least  five  hundred,  and  Captain  Boutelle  offering  to  go  up  the 
cn^  on  which  it  was,  I  determined  to  make  them  a  visit  in  the  Vixen,  and  at 
^ylight  on  the  17th  went  on  board  that  vessel  for  the  purpose,  taking  with  me 
the  boots  and  marines  of  the  Pawnee  and  Seneca,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master 
isueU.  Owing  to  our  running  ashore  we  did  not  reach  the  town  until  near 
^  o'clock,  a  Uttle  above  which  was  a  sloop  laden  with  cotton  and  provisions, 
fthkh  1  took  possession  of  and  towed  alongside. 

There  being  stUl  no  signs  of  life  on  shore,  I  landed  with  about  fifty  men  to 
vtcoaooitre,  and  was  soon  satisfied  that  the  troops  had  left,  as  the  first  tning  seen 
*a«  (Le  negroes  pillaging  a  building,  in  which  was  a  large  quantity  of  commis- 
'Vttt  stores,  consisting  of  rice,  sugar,  bacon,  com,  &c.  This  I  stopped  at  once, 
^  had  what  remained  removed  to  the  Vixen. 

Being  then  informed  that  the  camp,  which  was  a  mile  from  the  water,  was 
^ircly  deserted,  I  went  there,  but  although,  so  far  as  I  could  leam,  the  troops 
^  left  at  daylight,  and  it  was  then  only  a  little  after  eight,  the  negroes,  whom 
1  fovmd  as  busy  as  bees,  had  removed  the  most  valuable  part  of  what  had  been 
«^  which  was  nearly  everything,  excepting  their  arms.  The  encampment  was 
^  Ut|;e  one,  had  been  occupied  for  many  months,  and  its  late  tenants  had  evi- 
tt'mtly  been  in  the  possession  of  every  comfort.  I  removed  to  the  boats  forty 
tJihley  and  four  oroiuaiy  tents,  besides  a  quantity  of  articles  of  no  particular 
^tlae,  which  were  lying  about,  and  found  at  a  neighboring  house,  whicb  seemed 
^  luve  been  used  as  headquarters,  a  coniedezate  flag. 
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Having  prettj  well  cleaved  the  groimd  of  what  was  worlh  lemorin^,  an^ 
being  desirous  of  examining  aboTe»  I  left  at  2  o'clock,  and  pToeeedin^  vp  tb^ 
river  with  the  Vixen,  not  likine  to  trust  the  Pawnee  in  so  nairow  a  channel^ 
came  on  the  Seneca,  which  had  started  at  9  o'clock  to  explore,  fast  on  a  ma^ 
bank.  We  remained  hy  her  until  9  o'clock,  but  found  it  impossible  to  jpnll  he^ 
off,  owing  to  the  night  tide  not  being  as  high  as  the  morning  one.  Whfle  lyin^i 
here,  however,  I  sent  the  boats  and  burnt  a  sloop  which  had  been  ran  ashore 
some  distance  beyond,  while  attempting  to  escape  from  the  Seneca,  and  which 
could  not  be  got  afloat. 

The  Vixen  afterwards  returned  for  the  night  to  the  neighborhood  of  thf 
Pawnee,  but  went  back  at  daylight  of  the  following  morning  with  a  party  oj 
men  and  boats  firom  this  vessel  to  lighten  the  Seneca,  which  vessel  waa  got  o^ 
at  high  tide.  ^ 

While  the  Vixen  was  running  up  the  river  she  came  on  a  small  sloop  lade^ 
with  cotton,  from  which  two  white  men  were  taken,  whom  I  now  have  on  boarj 
as  prisoners.  As  in  the  meantime  nearly  a  hundred  and  fifty  nemea,  all  in  ^ 
great  state  of  alarm,  had  collected  on  board  the  different  vessels,  I  determined 
to  land  them  on  the  point,  and  called  in  the  United  States  steamer  Pengmn| 
which  was  cruising  off  the  port,  and  to  leave  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  ui 
charge  of  the  river,  after  my  departure,  until  he  could  hear  finom  you.  Gaptaii] 
Boutelle  was  kind  enough  to  go  out  in  the  Vixen  and  pilot  the  Penguin  int^ 
her  anchorage  off  the  fort,  where  she  now  is. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  I  ran  down  to  the  South  Edisto,  and  leaving  thd 
Pawnee  and  Seneca  at  the  bar,  went  in  with  the  Vixen.  I  found  the  fortifies^ 
tions  which  are  on  Edisto  island  entirely  deserted  and  partially  destrovf^J 
They  consisted  of  two  redoubts,  which  mounted,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  Void 
guns  each,  but  the  guns  had  been  removed.  The  Dale  being  in  sight  acro^^ 
Otter  island,  in  the  Ashepoo,  I  made  signal,  and  Lieutenant  Gomman&ig  Tmi^ 
ton  pulled  over  with  four  boats.  He  reported  that  everything  was  quiet  in  th<!i 
neighborhood  of  his  anchorage,  and  that  the  fort  on  Otter  island  was  rapidlj 
being  placed  in  a  state  of  defence.  Up  to  the  present  time,  although  they  had 
been  in  sight  of  the  South  Edisto  forts,  where  we  were  lying,  they  had  not  jf^ 
landed  there. 

Having  finished  my  examination  of  the  South  Edisto,  I  returned  to  the  Pawnf'« 
and  stood  north,  with  the  intention  of  lying  off  Stono  for  the  night;  but,  tf 
the  weather  looked  threatening,  and  the  Vixen  was  almost  out  of  coal,  I  wpji( 
into  the  North  Edisto  again  for  the  nighty  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  '>f 
supplying  her  with  some.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  reported  everythini; 
as  when  I  left ;  but  on  the  following  morning  negroes  came  in  and  stated  tliat 
the  troops  who  had  left'  the  encampment  at  Bockville,  being  largely  re-enforced, 
showed  a  disposition  to  reoccupy  that  place. 

As  the  weather  was  too  threatening  to  permit  my  making  a  carefbl  examinn- 
tion  of  the  Stono,  as  I  intended,  I  determined  now  to  return  at  once  to  this 

Slaee  and  report  to  you  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  North  Edisto.  This  I  have 
one,  reaching  my  anchorage  here  at  3  o'clock  to-day,  although  somewhat  de- 
layed by  the  sea  raised  by  a  very  heavy  northeaster  which  is  blowing  outi^idf. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  I  sent  to  Charleston,  to  report  that  the  Pen- 
guin was  in  the  North  Edisto,  and  with  directions  to  look  into  the  Stono  river 
on  his  way,  and  see  if  he  could  make  out  the  fortifications»  which  the  negroefl 
tell  me  are  there  in  great  strength. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  m^  indebtedness  for  the  ready  assist* 
ance  rendered  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  and  Captain  Boutdle  la 
carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DBAYTON,  Comffumding, 
riag-Officer  S.  F.  DoPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron, 
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Rtforii  of  the  examimUum  of  the  inlets  and  sounds  of  the  coast  of  Georgia, 

Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  12,  1861. 

8iR:  In  the  farther  prosecHtion  of  my  examination  of  the  inlets  and  sonnds 
af  the  coast  of  Greor^a,  I  directed  Commander  G.  R.  P.  Rodgers  to  take  nnder 
bit  eommand  the  gunboats  Ottawa*  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Stevens,  Seneca, 
Ueatenant  Commandin|^  Ammen,  steamer  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master 
Mathew,  and  to  proceed  to  Ossibaw,  where  he  was  to  inform  himself  as  accu- 
nidr  u  possible  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  inlet  and  sound,  and  in  the  Vernon 
lad  Great  Ogeechee  rivers.  It  appears  that  there  are  no  batteries  on  Ossibaw 
(•land,  or  in  the  Ghneat  Ogeechee,  up  which  river  he  ascended  as  far  as  Morrell's 
pkot^ion,  which  he  found  abandoned. 

There  is  a  fort,  advantageously  placed  and  well  protected  by  marshes,  on  the 
lida  of  the  land  situated  on  the  eastern  end  of  Green  island.  It  now  mounts 
e^bt  guns,  and  is  not  yet  completed ;  it  commands  not  only  Vernon  river,  but 
t2)«  Little  Ogeechee,  Hell  Gate,  the  passag^firom  Vernon  river  into  the  Great 
()gfechee,  and  even  the  channd  of  the  latter  river. 

Commander  Rodgers's  report  is  herewith  enclosed. 

1  bave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Comd*g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secrefary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


TTnitbd  States  Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Harbor,  December  12,  1861. 

^IB:  I  left  Tybee  roads  before  daylight  vesterday  morning,  with  the  Ottawa, 
^eca,  Pembina,  and  Henry  Andrew,  and  crossed  the  bar  at  Ossibaw  soon 
ifter  8  o'clock.  Entering  and  passing  up  Vernon  river,  we  discovered  on  the 
Mstero  end  of  Green  isLuid  a  fort  mounting  eight  guns,  apparently  of  heavy 
<^bre.  Near  it  is  an  encampment,  where  we  saw  about  seventy-five  tents. 
TWe  was  a  barrack  near  the  fort,  and  another  building  was  in  process  of  erec- 
tioiL  I  think  the  work  is  not  yet  completed.  The  foot  is  advantageously 
placed,  and  its  approaches  landward  are  well  protected  by  marshes.  It  has 
^i^  faces,  upon  two  of  which  guns  are  mounted.  It  conmiands  not  only 
Vernon  river,  but  the  Little  Ogeechee,  and  Hell-Gate,  the  passage  from  Vernon 
nv«r  into  the  Great  Ogeechee.  Its  long-range  guns  will  also  reach  the  channel 
^  tbe  Gteat  Ogeechee. 

We  were  exactly  two  nautical  miles  from  the  fort,  and  after  observing  it 
^ir^falljr  we  steamed  down  the  river,  when  the  Seneca,  the  second  vessel  of  the 
^^  had  tamed;  a  well  directed  shot  was  fired  at  her,  apparently  from  a  rifled 
QonoD,  which  fell  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  astern  of  her.  A  shot  was 
^  fired  at  the  Pembina,*apparently  from  a  heavy  smooth-bore  eun,  which  fell 
Back  short  We  did  not  nre  from  the  vessels,  being  at  too  long  range  for 
^^^■Bctive  practice ;  nor  was  I  willing  that  our  simple  reconnoissance  should  be 
i^fMrted,  fbr  the  comfbrt  of  the  enemy,  as  an  engagement  and  renulse.  Passing 
*^^  into  Ossibaw  sound,  we  entered  the  Great  Ogeechee,  ana  steamed  up  it 
ikim  four  miles*  where  I  landed,  but  found  it  abandoned.  There  are  no  batte- 
noa  un  Owibaw  island  for  the  defence  of  the  sound.  I  saw  Vemonsburg,  but 
cvold  observe  no  battery  save  the  one  on  Green  island.  We  saw  over  the  land 
^oor  dues  schooners  at  the  head  of  Wassaw  sound,  which  had,  probably,  passed 
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from  Ossibaw  through  the  Bomilly  marshes.  I  have  to  thank  Deatenants  Com- 
manding Stevens,  Amman,  and  Bankhead,  and  Aeting  Master  Coounanduif: 
Mathew  for  very  hearty  co-operation.  The  pilot,  Mr.  Grodfrey,  showed  much 
skill,  though  he  had  never  before  been  in  Vernon  river.  Mr.  Dennis,  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  accompanied,  and  by  his  £euniliarity  with  the  topography  of  tb« 
oountiy  rendered  me  much  assistance. 

Lieutenant  Barnes  and  Acting  Master  Preston,  of  the  Wabash,  at  the  mast- 
beads,  with  good  glasses,  carefuHy  observed  the  shores  and  were  always  on  the 
alert 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  BODGERS,  Cmmnander, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  AtkuUie  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  a  second  expedition  to  St,  Helena  sound,  under  Commander  Draytor^ 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  a  report  of  Commanderi 
Percival  Drayton  of  a  second  expedition  to  St.  Helena  sound,  made  under  bis 
direction,  and  consisting  of  the  sloop  Pawnee,  Conmiander  Drayton,  the  gonboAti 
Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  the  armed  steadier  Isaac  Smith, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  the  sloop  Dale,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Truzton,  and  the  United  States  surveying  steamer  Vixen,  Mr.  Boutelle,  hjr 
sistant  Coast  Survey. 

Commander  Drayton  left  this  port  cm  the  5th  instant,  and  proceeded  fortlier 
up  the  Ashepoo  than  on  the  previouB  occasion,  and  landea  on  Hutchisoo'a 
island,  where  he  found  that  all  the  buildings,  including  the  negro  houses,  and 
the  picked  cotton,  had  been  burned  two  days  before.  An  attempt  had  betn 
made  at  the  same  time  to  drive  off  the  negroes,  some  of  whom  had  oeen  shot  io 
their  efforts  to  escape.  Commander  Drayton  draws  a  most  painful  picture  of 
the  condition  of  the  negroes,  especially  of  the  aged  and  infirm. 

He  afterwards  explored  the  Coosaw  as  far  as  the  entrance  of  Beaufort  creek. 
Here  he  witne£sed  a  similar  scene  of  desolation ;  and  such  was  the  destitute 
state  of  the  negroes,  that  he  was  induced  by  their  earnest  entreaties  to  bring 
some  of  them  to  Otter  island,  where  they  were  supplied  with  food  by  hia  ordtr. 

The  Isaac  Smith  and  Dale  remain  at  Otter  island  to  assist  the  army  in  its 
maintenance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT. 
Flag' Officer  Coming  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadroi^ 

Hon.  GiDSON  WjsiiiiBSi  Secretary  of  the  Novy. 


TJnitbd  Statss  Stbambr  Pawnbs, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor^  S.  C.»  December  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  4th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  sca  at 
daylight  of  the  5th,  accompanied  by  the  gunboat  Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Ooto- 
mandmg  N.  Collins,  steamer  Isaac  Smith,  Iiieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A. 
Nicholson,  and  Coast  Survey  steamer  Vixen,  Captain  Boutelky  and  reached  tKe 
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ftoehora^  off  ike  fort  on  Otter  lAland,  St  Helena  aoond,  at  midday.  In  the 
cr»une  ci  the  aftemoon,  some  negroea  coming  on  board,  and  reporting  that  there 
«aA  a  body  of  Boidien  at  the  entrance  of  Moeqnito  creek,  a  place  up  the  Ashe- 
pM>  where  the  inland  route  to  Gharleeton  oommencea,  I  proceeded  as  fiur  aa  thafc 
place,  when  the  night  coming  on,  obliged  me  to  return. 

I  saw,  howeirer,  no  signs  of  the  presence  of  white  people,  excepting  that 
«ctfBe  bnildingm  which  I  diflcovered  the  next  day  to  have  been  in  Hutchison's 
uknd,  were  burning.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  United  States  sloop  Dale, 
li^'ulenant  Commanding  W.  F.  Truxton,  appearing  off  the  harbor,  I  sent  the 
baac  Smith  to  tow  her  in«  a  pilot  being  furnished  by  Oaptain  Boutelle. 

Unfortunately,  howerer,  when  half-way  up,  the  Dale  stuck  fast,  and  as  it  was 
then  about  high  water,  no  exertion  could  get  her  afloat  until  eleven  o'clock  of 
tlut  night,  when  she  was  forced  into  deep  water,  without  having  suffered  any 
apparent  injury,  and  towed  the  following  morning,  by  Captain  Boutelle,  in  the 
Vixen,  around  Morgan  island,  this  having  become  necessary,  owing  to  her  having 
iirced  over  the  shoal  which  divides  that  channel  from  the  one  she  was  in 
uripnally.  So  soon  as  she  was  safely  at  her  anchorage  near  us,  I  proceeded  up 
tlie  Ashepoo  with  the  UnadUla,  Isaac  Smith,  and  Vixen,  to  examine  that  river 
father  up  than  I  had  been  able  to  do  on  the  previous  occasion.  On  approahing 
Modquito  creek,  we  saw  a  picket  of  soldiers,  who  took  to  their  horses,  however, 
<nx  our  approach,  and  escaped  into  the  woods,  hastened,  perhaps,  in  their  flight 
tj  a  shot  or  two,  which  were  thrown  after  them. 

Continuing  up  the  river,  I  landed  on  Hutchison's  island,  and  found  that  two 
iiX9  before  all  the  negro  houses,  overseer's  house,  and  out-buildings,  together 
with  the  picked  cotton,  had  been  burned. 

The  attempt  had  at  the  same  time  been  made  to  drive  off  the  negroes,  but 
many  had  escaped,  although  some  of  their  number,  thev  said,  had  been  shot  in 
tttempting  to  do  so.  The  scene  was  one  of  complete  desolation ;  the  smoking 
nuiis,  and  the  cowering  figures  which  surrounded  them,  of  those  negroes,  who 
itfl]  instinctively  dung  to  their  hearthstones,  although  there  was  no  longer 
thtlter  there  for  them,  presented  a  most  melancholy  sight,  the  impression  of 
vinch  was  made  even  stronger  by  the  piteous  wailing  of  the  poor  creatures,  a 
UrgL*  portion  of  whom  consisted  of  the  old  and  decrepid.  We  were  not  able  to 
laive  until  aome  time  after  dark,  and  singular  miough  the  moment  we  were  fairly 
under  way,  a  bright  signal  light  was  burned  on  the  very  plantation  we  had  just 

Sotted,  showing  that  some  of  the  blacks,  for  ^re  was  certainly  no  white  man 
lieie,  were  communicating  the  fact  of  our  departure.  On  the  following  morning, 
with  the  same  vessels,  I  started  to  explore  the  Coosaw  river,  but  very  soon 
tSkst  leaving,  the  Unadilla,  unfortunately,  was  completely  disabled  by  the 
breaking  of  a  main  croeshead,  and  I  was  obliged  to  leave  her  at  anchor,  and  con- 
Qnos  on  with  the  other  two  yessels.  When  off  Fort  Heyward,  I  left  the  Isaac 
boiith,  it  DOt  being  quite  safe  to  take  so  long  a  vessel  higher  up,  and  continued 
is  the  Vixen  as  w  as  the  entrance  of  the  &aufort  creek  to  a  place  called  the 
Bnek  Tsrds,  where  I  had  been  told  there  was  either  a  fort  or  a  guard  of  sol 
<iienk  Nothing,  however,  being  seen  of  either,  I  anchored  off  a  plantation  be- 
longing to  Mr.  fiythewood  close  by,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  information,  as  I 
nw  s  great  many  nemes  there. 

Oq  knding,  I  found  that  a  short  time  previously  the  cotton-house  with  its 
contents  had  been  burned,  and  all  of  the  negroes  that  could  be  caught  had  been 
t>kca  away.  Here  were  large  numbers  of  those,  however,  who  had  left  Hutchi- 
Mtt'i  iskttd  after  their  houses  had  been  burned,  and  who,  with  their  household 
tflficts  piled  up  about  them,  lined  the  beach ;  some  of  them  beg^ng  to  be  per- 
^tUid  to  go  to  Otter  island,  saying  that  they  had  neither  shelter  nor  food,  were 
Uirn  back  with  us. 

lAte  in  the  afkraoon  I  returned  down  the  river,  reaching  our  anchoring  off 
^«it  Ooer  at  sunset,  the  Unadilla  having  be^  towed  to  the  same  place  by  the 
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Isaac  Bmith.  As  I  did  not  see  that  the  seiriees  of  the  Pawnee  were  anj  longer 
necessary  in  St.  Helena  sound,  and  thinking  it  important  to  get  the  UnadiUa  u 
soon  as  possible  to  a  place  where  her  engines  could  be  reputed,  I  detennioed 
this  morning  to  tow  that  vessel  to  Port  Royal  harbor,  which  I  ha^e  done,  leacb- 
ing  here,  in  company  with  the  Vixen,  at  half-past  seven  this  evening. 

In  obedience  to  yonr  instructions,  before  leaving,  I  transferred  the  charge  of 
die  fort  and  adjacent  waters  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson*  who,  with 
the  Isaac  Smith  and  Dale,  will  remain  there  until  he  receive  further  orders  firom 
yourself. 

As  about  one  hundred  and  forty  negroes,  most  of  them  in  a  very  destitut^ 

condition,  had  collected  at  Otter  island  before  my  departure,  I  directed  Deote- 

nant  Commanding  Nicholson  to  see  that  they  were  supplied  with  food  on&I 

some  disposition  could  be  made  of  them,  or  until  he  heard  from  yoo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON,  Commamder. 
PUg-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Ckfmmanding  South  Ati^ntic  Squadram, 

Part  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina^ 


Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  B,  Batch's  report  of  a  reconnoitring  rebel  iteamer^ 

TTnitbd  States  Stbambh  Pocahontas, 
Of  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  December  26,  186L 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  whilst  engaged  in  the  blockade  of  Stono, 
and  being  at  anchor  on  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  a  steamer  came  down  through 
one  of  the  island  channels  and  passed  in  front  of  Stono  inlet,  and,  I  wa^  m 
hopes,  in  range  of  our  guns.  I  directed  the  10-inch  gun  to  be  fired  at  her;  bot 
before  the  shot  could  be  repeated  she  had  passed  across  the  inlet  up  anotber 
channeL  My  impression  is  that  the  steamer  brou^t  down  a  reconnoitrmg 
party. 

Soon  after  firing  on  the  steamer  two  batteries  opened  on  the  Pocahontas  vitb 
rified  guns,  which  dropped  their  shot  only  from  50  to  150  yards  short,  and  I 
can  commend  their  accuracy  of  fire. 

We  replied  to  the  fire  of  the  two  batteries,  firing  twelve  15"  shells  and  thiw 
32-pounder  solid  shot,  but  flie  distance  was  too  great  to  reach  them.  And  I 
have  to  report  that,  owing  to  our  strong  desire  to  get  closer,  this  ship  touched  tbe 
bottom  several  times,  but  being  soft,  and  having  been  promptly  relieved  firom 
her  unpleasant  situation,  I  can  confidently  express  the  opinion  that  she  b  un- 
injured either  in  hull,  lower  mast,  or  bowsprit,  as  also  in  her  machinery. 

The  enemy  discontinuing  the  fire,  and  having  had  the  last  shot  at  his  batteries, 
I  stood  out  in  deeper  water  and  anchored. 

The  superiority  in  range  of  his  guns  was  soon  discovered  by  us,  and  we  conw 
but  express  the  regret  that  the  depth  of  water  prevented  us  from  short^iin^^ 
distance  and  thus  equalizing  the  power  of  his  guns. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  BALOH, 
Lieutenant  (hmmamdHig  Pocahontas 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DoPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Port  Royal,  South  Carolina. 
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flag' Officer  DuPantf  emehnng  report  of  the  clearing  of  CooMaw  river,  January 

1,  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  4, 1862. 

Sm :  I  bare  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  attention  of  General 
Bhermaii  and  myself  has  heen  drawn  for  some  time  past  to  the  design  of  the 
Skemj  to  shat  njp  onr  troops  in  Port  Rojal  island  by  placing  obstructions  in 
Coosaw  river  and  Whale  branch;  by  constracting  battenes  at  rori  Royal  ferry, 
H  Seabrook,  and  at  or  near  Boyd's  Neck;  and  by  accumulating  men  in  this 
fidnity  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  able  to  throw  a  force  of  twenty-five  hundred 
or  three  diousand  troops  upon  any  of  these  points  at  a  short  notice. 

In  a  confidential  communication  of  the  2^th  ultimo,  the  general  informed  me 
that  the  time  had  arriyed  for  arresting  peremptorily  the  designs  of  the  enemy, 
and  for  doing  it  in  such  a  manner  as  would  serve  a  subsequent  purpose,  and  he 
xeqneeted  me  to  furnish  my  quota  of  the  force  to  be  employed  in  this  combined 
operation. 

The  plan  of  conduct  having  been  fully  determined  in  several  conferences 
between  the  commanders-in-chief  and  the  heads  of  the  expedition,  and  the  first 
ixf  of  the  new  year  having  been  selected  for  the  time  of  attack,  I  appointed 
Commander  G.  U.  P.  Rodgers  to  the  command  of  the  naval  forces,  Qonsisting  of 
the  gunboat  Ottawa,  lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  Pembina,  Lieutenant 
CoouDBanding  Bankhead,  and  the  four  armed  boats  of  this  ship  carrying  howitzers, 
under  the  charge  of  lieutenants  Upshur,  Luce,  and  Irwin,  and  Acting  Master 
Kempff,  all  of  which  were  to  enter  the  Goosaw  by  Beaufort  river;  and  of  the 
gunboat  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Ammen,  and  the  tug-boat  Ellen, 
Acting  Master  Gommanding  Budd,  both  of  which  were  to  move  up  Beaufort 
xrrer  and  approach  the  batteries  at  Seabrook  and  Port  Royal  ferry  oy  Whale 
hnnch.  The  armed  tug  G.  B.  Hale,  Acting  Master  Foster,  under  the  command 
cf  Lientenant  Barnes,  was  afterwards  despatched  to  Gommander  Rodgers. 

The  part  assigned  to  the  naval  force  was  to  protect  the  landing  of  the  troops 
tt  Haywood's  plantation,  (the  first  point  of  debarkation,)  to  cover  the  route  of 
the  advancing  column  and  the  second  point  of  debarkation,  and  to  assail  the 
latterieB  on  their  front 

I  refer  you  with  pleasure  to  the  official  reports  for  the  occurrences  of  the  day; 
and  I  have  only  to  add  that  from  the  note  of  Brigadier  General  Stevens,  (a  copy 
of  which  accompanies  this  report,)  and  from  various  other  sources,  I  learn  that 
the  naval  part  of  the  expedition  was  conducted  by  Gommander  RodgersVith  the 
kigfaest  skill  and  ability.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  his  detailed 
xtport,  which  the  department  will  read  with  interest. 
Respectftdly,  ftc, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hod.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
*  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  January  3,  1862. 

8ii :  I  reached  Beaufort  at  noon  on  the  Slst  of  December  with  the  gunboats 
Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Stevens,  and  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Gommandiiur 
Bsnkhead,  and  the  four  large  mats  of  this  ship,  each  carrying  a  twelve-pound 
iiowitser,  under  Lieutenants  Upshur,  Luce  and  Lrwin,  and  Acting  Master  Kempff. 
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At  puneet  Lieutenant  Barnes,  of  this  ship,  joined  me  with  the  aimed  steamer  E. 
B.  Hale,  Acting  Master  Commanding  Foster. 

In  order  that  no  intimation  might  he  gf Ten  to  the  enemj  of  onr  approach,  thcr;; 
YeBsels  remained  at  Beaufort  until  after  dark,  when  they  ascended  the  rivpr  t^ 
a  point  about  two  miles  from  the  Coosaw,  where  we  anchored  to  await  dajii^ht. 

At  four  the  next  morning  I  moved  on  with  the  launches,  and  at  daylicrbt 
joined  Oeneral  Stevens,  at  the  head  of  his  column,  at  the  appointed  place  <4 
rendezvous.  The  troops  having  all  embarked,  we  crossed  the  Cooaair,  and  ^t 
8  a.  m.  the  first  detachment  of  volunteers  landed,  under  cover  of  our  boat  guD9, 
at  Haywood's  plantation,  and  with  them  went  the  two  light  howitsers  of  rlif 
Wabash,  to  serve  am  a  section  of  light  artillery,  under  lieutenant  Irwiiu  of  the 
•hip. 

At  sunrise  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  succeeded  in  getting  the  Otts'wt 
through  the  difficult  passage  of  the  ''Brick  Yard"  and  in  icining  me  in  front  ^A 
the  column.  The  Fanbina  and  £.  B.  Hale  arriving  shortly  aflerwards  wf 
proceeded  to  the  next  landing,  at  Adams's  plantation,  where  the  remaining 
tosops  were  ordered  to  disembark.  In  onr  way  up  we  threw  a  few  shells  into 
what  seemed  an  outpost  of  the  enemy,  near  a  long  embankment. 

Anchoring  the  gunboats  at  10  o'clock  so  as  to  cover  the  route  of  the  advancing? 
column  and  the  second  point  of  debarkation,  where  also  our  laimefaes  "vrere  sta- 
tioned, I  went  up  in  the  BLale  to  within  range  of  the  battery  at  Port  Royal  fcrrr. 
at  which  Lieutenant  Barnes  threw  a  few  shot  and  shell,  dislodging  a  body  of 
troops  stationed  in  the  adjoining  field,  but  eliciting  no  response  finom  the  hatttTV. 

At  1.30  p.  m..  General  Stevens  being  ready  to  move,  the  gunboats  shelled  tlie 
woods  in  front  of  his  skirmisher?,  and  then  advancing  we  threw  a  rapid  fire  iutu 
the  fort  at  Port  Royal  ferry,  and  anchored  in  front  of  it  at  2.40  p.  m.,  the  Ottawa  i 
passing  between  the  heads  of  the  two  causeways.  The  enemy  had  saoceedt^d ' 
m  taking  off  all  their  guns  save  one,  but  I  could  not  leam  whether  any  except 
field  guns  had  been  removed  on  the  day  of  the  attack.  We  found  a  quantitv 
of  8-inch  shells  and  30-pounder  rifled  shells  in  the  magazines. 

At  half-past  two  the  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  and  the  £Ilon« 
Master  Commanding  Bndd,  (the  other  vessels  which  you  had  placed  under  mv 
CM'ders,)  having  passed  from  Broad  river  through  Whale  branch,  came  withiu 
signal  distance,  and  their  commanders  came  on  board  the  Ottawa,  having  asfsL^teii 
in  the  destruction  of  the  work  at  Seabrook,  but  their  vessels  were  prevented,  bv 
the  lowness  of  the  tide,  from  joining  me.  The  Ellen  came  up  at  8  o'clock,  ami 
the  Seneca  the  next  morning.  Immediately  after  the  Ottawa  had  anchored  tlir 
iiBfry  was  reopened,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Roundheads  passed  over  and  occn- 
pied  th^  fort,  where  they  were  joined  about  4  o'clock  by  Oeneral  Stevcn^> 
advance  gaard.  The  enemy  appearing  in  force  and  in  line  of  battle  upon  tlie 
right  of  our  troops,  at  4.15  the  Ottawa  moved  down  the  river  a  short  distaocf 
with  the  Pembina  and  opened  fire  with  ll*inch  and  Parrott  guns,  their  shells 
falling  among  the  enemy's  troops  with  great  effect,  driving  them  into  the  woo<ls. 
and  clearing  the  flank  of  our  column,  where  the  skirmiskeiB  had  been  engagi^i, 
and  the  enemy  had  opened  fire  from  a  field  battery  of  several  pieces. 

Soon  after  sunset  we  ceased  firing  for  a  while,  and  the  enemy  sent  a  fia^  ^ 
truce  to  one  of  our  advanced  posts,  to  aek  permission  to  carry  off  their  killed  and 
wounded.  Just  then  the  gunboats  reopened,  and  before  General  Stevens's  mes- 
senger could  convey  his  reply,  that  the  firing  should  cease  for  an  hour,  to  enaKJo 
the  enemy  to  carry  off  their  wounded,  the  officer  who  had  brought  the  flag  lini 
galloped  off.  At  sunset  I  landed  our  heavy  howitzers,  direc|ing  Lieult>n:mt 
Upshur  to  place  it  in  battery  with  the  gnns  luready  on  shore,  under  Lieuteoaiit 
irwin,  there  being  no  artilkay  with  the  brigade  but  that  of  the  Wahaitb.  A: 
the  same  time  Lieutenant  Luce,  with  the  second  launch  and  its  rilled  gun,  mI 
lieutenant  Barnes,  with  the  Hale,  were  sent  to  the  lower  hmding.  to  protect  itt 
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»»At0  and  BtottBor  in  iriikk  <mt  troops  had  cioaaed,  and  to  vnpmntend  dieir 
ranoml  to  the  ferry,  which  was  accompliahed  about  midnight. 

JLt  ennriae  we  re-embarked  our  boat  gouB.  At  9.30  on  the  morning  of  the 
^d,  the  enemy  again  appearing  in  the  woods,  we  opened  a  hot  fire  of  shot  and 
(helia  fiom  the  Ottawa,  Seneca,  Pembina,  Ellen  and  Hale,  and  after  firing  briskly 
or  a  time  slackened  the  fire  so  as  to  drop  a  shot  or  shell  into  the  woods  about 
nice  a  minnte. 

At  9.40  our  troops  b^an  to  recross  the  ferry,  and  were  all  oyer  by  noon; 
lAiT  field  guns  having  been  landed,  at  the  request  of  General  Stevens,  to  cover 
ihr  rear  of  the  returning  column. 

The  enemy  made  no  Airther  demonstration.  The  scows  which  had  been  used 
in  crossing  were  taken  to  our  vessels,  to  be  towed  to  Beaufort,  and  at  2  p.  m. 
WI9  got  under  way  and  moved  down  the  Goosaw,  to  a  point  near  the  Beaufort 
river,  where  we  were  compelled  to  wait  for  the  morning's  tide  to  pass  through 
the  *' Brick  Tard"  channel. 

I  beg  leave  to  express  to  yon  the  great  satisfaction  I  found  in  co*operating 
with  General  Stevens,  and  my  admiration  of  the  skilful  manner  in  which  be 
handled  his  ttoopa  and  made  his  combinations.  About  2,500  of  our  voluntean 
cntftfed  the  Goosaw;  their  conduct  and  bearing  were  excell^it. 

I  have  to  thank  the  commanding  officers  of  vessels  for  the  skilful  and  prompt 
rapport  they  gave  me.  The  manner  in  which  their  guns  were  served  and  their 
▼ea««]a  handl^,  under  very  difficult  circumstances,  shows  the  highest  professional 
merit.  The  manner  in  which  the  boat  and  field  guns  of  the  Wabash  were 
managed  by  the  officers  in  charge  of  them  did  those  officers  much  credit. 
lientenant  Gommanding  Ammen  will  make  a  separate  report  of  the  service  of 
lit^.  Seneca  and  Ellen,  at  Seabrook,  before  I  met  him  at  half-past  two  on  New 
Ttar'e  day.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  to  you  that  his  work  was  thoroughly 
done. 

The  channel  of  the  Goosaw  is  so  narrow  and  so  shallow  in  many  parts  that 
it  does  not  afford  a  vessel  room  to  turn  by  the  ordinary  methods,  and  our  gun- 
botis  were  consequently  very  oflen  aground;  but  so  admirably  are  they  adapted 
U>  tbia  kind  of  service  that  we  never  felt  any  solicitude  for  their  safety. 

Lieutenant  Coggswell,  a  signal  officer  of  the  army,  was  directed  to  report  to 
me  for  duty,  and  furnished  me  with  the  means  of  constantly  communicating 
with  Genenl  Stevens  with  a  facility  and  rapidity  unknown  to  the  naval  service. 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  recommending  that  Uie  code  of  signals  invented  by 
Mijor  Meyer  be  at  once  introduced  into  the  navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

G.  E.  P.  BODGEBS,  Commander. 

Flag-Ofiicer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Cammamditig  South  AUtuUie  Blockading  Squadron. 


HEAnQVARTBRs  Sbcond  Bbioadb  £.  C„ 

Beaufort,  S,  C,  January  3,  1862. 

Mv  Bear  Commodobb:  I  would  do  great  injustice  to  my  own  feelings  did  I 
€u]  to  express  my  satisfaction  and  delight  with  the  recent  co-operation  of  the 
cnamand  of  Oa^in  Bodgers  in  our  celebration  of  New  Year's  day. 

Whether  regard  be  had  to  his  beautiful  working  of  the  gunboats  in  the  narrow 
cbaaw:!  of  Port  Royal,  the  thorough  concert  of  action  established  through  the 
•ignal  officers,  or  the  masterly  handling  of  the  guns  against  the  enemy,  nothing 
moaincd  to  bedeaiied. 
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Such  a  co-operation  tends  to  elevate  and  inspirit  both  aervieeB,  and  an^nx 
everything  propitiooB  for  the  welfare  of  our  cause  in  this  quarter  of  the  conntT^ 

Truly  your  friend, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Brigadier  General  Commamdmg. 
Commodore  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  Squadron,  Port  Royal,. 


Attack  on  batteries  on  the  Coo»aw  river,  January  1,  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commandin 

Ammen,  of  the  Seneca,  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  Soieca  and  the  £Ile 

in  the  attack  on  the  batteries  in  the  Coosaw  river,  on  the  Ist  of  January. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag'Ojfficer  Com'J^g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  OiDEoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtou,  D.  C 


United  States  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  January  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  circumstances  which  prevented  a  fulfilment  of  your  verbal  instmc 
tions,  on  the  evening  of  the  31st,  are  known  to  you.  After  obeying  your  signa 
to  come  within  hail,  we  left  at  sunset,  accompanied  by  the  Ellen,  Acting  ll^Vi 
tenant  Budd.  We  soon  found  ourselves  out  of  the  channel,  and  anchoring  ii 
three  fathoms  water,  the  Seneca  swung  and  grounded  on  a  shoaL  We  ^og\ 
succeeded  iu  getting  off,  but  as  it  was  near  high  water  of  spring  tide,  I  was  n<\ 
willing  to  risk  the  co-operation  of  the  vessels  by  attempting  to  run  the  soxof 
wha't  intricate  channel  of  Broad  river  after  night. 

At  early  daylight  of  January  1st  we  were  again  under  way.  At  about  S  i 
m.  we  entered  Whale  branch,  and  after  about  two  miles  run,  were  boarded  h; 
Captain  Elliott,  79th  Highlanders,  who  showed  me  his  orders  from  Genen 
Stevens.  As  they  were  entirely  definite,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  lend  our  full  c(i 
operation  to  the  objects  named,  but  as  they  differed  somewhat  from  my  instnui 
tions,  I  asked  a  copy.- 

A  mile  higher  up  Captain  Elliott  pointed  out  a  supposed  earthwork  at  aboi^ 
ten  seconds  range.  The  channel  being  narrow  we  anchored  with  a  kedge  ^ 
each  end,  and  opened  with  11-inch  and  20-pound  rifle.  The  vessel  dragging  i^ 
the  direction  of  the  earthwork  and  bringing  up  just  beyond  a  five-second  ranp 
induced  me  to  weigh  and  get  a  little  nearer.  Anchoring  with  kedge  astern  a&j 
'  port  anchor,  and  afterwards  by  the  help  of  the  mainsail,  we  were  enabled  U 
shell  the  locality  of  the  earthwork  and  adjacent  woods  efifoctually,  in  which  ▼! 
were  ably  seconded  by  the  Ellen. 

Captain  Elliott  embarked  about  three  hundred  men  and  landed  on  the  f\u 
of  the  earthwork,  and  by  means  of  signals  indicated  to  us  the  posiUon  of  th 
enemy,  in  sight  from  his  pickets.  We  again  opened  fire,  anil  sweepiojr  ^H 
woods- with  shell,  soon  received  another  signal  to  eease  firing.  On  examioatitn 
by  them  it  was  found  that  a  platform  was  complete  for  a  heavy  gun,  and  thi 
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rtimmka  themselTes  capable  of  monnting  a  number.  Eveiythiug  destructible 
ui  destiojed  by  fire :  platfomy,  the  wood- works  of  the  magazine,  and  the 
iM^b  in  which  the  worlu  were  hidden.  In  shelling  the  earthworks  and  neigh- 
mug  woods  we  expended  twenty- three  11-inch  shell,  eleven  20-poand  rifle, 
frbt  £4-poimd  howitzer  shells,  and  ten  24-poand  shrapnel. 
About  2.40  p.  m.  the  Ottawa,  Gommander  Rodgers  on  board,  having  come 
ithsn  signal  distance,  and  being  abreast  of  Port  Royal  ferry,  made  signal  to 
ime  within  hail,  bat  owing  to  the  lowness.  of  the  tide  we  were  unable  to  comply,  ^ 
»«iiig  aground  in  the  attempt.  The  Ellen,  however,  at  8  p.  m.  was  able  to 
'jt'v  the  signaL 

vie  learned  in  the  morning  that  four  hundred  rebel  cavalry  were  within  a 
M»ut<«nd  yards  of  our  anchorage.  At  a  plantation  they  set  fire  to  Cotton  and 
>nt-house8y  driving,  off  the  young  negroes,  and  leaving  the  decrepit  without 
w  meana  of  subsistence. 

At  10  a.  m.  on  January  2,  by  order  of  Gommander  Bodgers,  we  got  under 
my,  and  afler  a  short  detention  on  another  sand-bank,  succeeded  in  reaching 
'urt  Boyal  fenj,  and  by  order  commenced  shelling  the  enemy's  encampments, 
zpending  in  doing  so  nine  11-inch  shell  and  six  2D-pound  rifle.  We  took  four 
rmwB  hi  tow  belonging  to  the  army,'  and  brought  them  to  Beaufort  from  Port 
loyal  feiry,  by  order  of  Gommander  Rodgers ;  and  being  directed  to  follow 
i(fnnak  of  the  Ottawa,  any  further  report  is  deemed  unnecessary. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  AMMEN, 
Lieutenant,  Commamding  'Seneca, 

Flag-Officer  Samubl  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


\tting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  £.  Baxter* s  report  of  the  burning  of  the  ichooner 

Prince  of  Wales, 

« 

Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  January  7,  1862. 

^\R :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  24th  ultimo  the 
of  the  Seas,  Acting  Volimteer  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Baxter,  ran  on 
rr  and  burned  the  British  schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  of  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
loe,  (on  the  list  of  vessek  furnished  by  the  department,)  laden  with  salt  and 
ci^'«,  at  North  inlet,  nine  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  entrance  to  Greorge- 
xl    Uia  report  ia  enclosed.         •••         ••••• 

i        I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer,  commanding  South  Atlantic. Blockading  Squadron, 
Bon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


United  S'^atbs  Bark  6bm  op  thb  Seas, 
Off  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  December  25,  1861. 

[I^U;  About  half-paat  seven  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  as  we  were  cruising 
^  north  end  of  North  island,  wind  from  north,  saw  a  schooner  running 

'*n  the  coast,  close  in  shore.  We  immediately  tacked  and  stood  to  the  north- 
■^  ia  order  to  cot  her  off;  she  then  hauled  to  the  wind,  and  stood  in  for  the 
We  punediately  tadied  ship  again,  hoisted  our  colors,  and  stood  in  for 

»— 21 


322      BEPOBT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVT. 

land.  As  she  did  not  ahow  her  colors,  we  fired  a  shot  acrom  her  bows,  to  irbi 
she  paid  no  attention.  We  then  gave  her  anqffaer  shot,  which  fell  ast^ni  of  ^ 
A  third  shot  was  then  fired,  which  we  afterwards  discovered  went  through ' 
bulwarks,  cut  in  two  a  spar  lying  on  deck,  then  struck  a  cask  of  watf7, 
glanced  throngh  her  deck  into  the  hold.  Four  more  shots  were  fired  at  li 
which  did  no  execution.  As  the  last  shot  was  fired  she  passed  into  tbe  mi 
entrance,  and  after  running  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  inside  the  point,  ran  a^ 
One  of  her  boats  was  immediately  lowered  and  pulled  with  all  hast^  up 
creek.  The  creek,  or  channel,  could  be  plainly  seen  firom  the  mast-head, 
were  then  laying  too,  about  two  miles  from  Und,  in,  five  fathoms  water. 
lowered  the  first  cutter  without  delay,  and  sent  Mr.  Coffin,  (master's  mate) 
wards  shore  to  take  soundings.  At  tnis  time  a  sail  was  reported  bearing  eon 
east  from  us,  which  we  soon  made  out  to  be  the  United  States  steamer  J 
Adger.  The  captain's  gig  was  then  lowered,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Olaik,  (execnt 
officer.)  was  sent  in  to  reconnoitre;  and  soon  after  the  schooner  was  repOTi^:^ 
be  on  fire,  and  two  boats  pulling  away  from  her  up  the  creek  for  dear  me. 
coming  up  with  the  first  cutter,  Mr.  Clark  joined  Mr.  Coffin,  sent  his  ofnn  b 
back,  pulled  inside  the  bar  and  boarded  the  vessel,  which  proved  to  be 
English  schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  loaded  « 
fruit  and  salt.  Her  cabin  was  in  flames,  and  the  wind  was  blowing  the  firr  t 
ward.  As  the  tide  was  rising,  she  soon  swung  off,  when  he  let  go  her  ancli<) 
this  brought  her  head  to  the  wind,  and  took  the  fire  over  her  stem ;  after  vb 
Mr.  Clark  left  her  and  pulled  for  the  bark  to  report.  In  the  mean  time  we  I 
lowered  the  second  cutter  and  sent  Mr.  Provost  (acting  master)  to  the  a^i^ 
of  Mr.  Clark.  Signals  for  assistance  were  also  set  for  the  steamer,  but  she  i*i 
came  within  two  miles  of  us,  and  there  lay,  without  answering  them,  for  at  le 
two  hours.  The  second  cutter  went  in  and  boarded  the  schooner,  pa^siug 
Clark  on  his  return  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  outside  the  breakers.  Mr.  1 
vost  immediately  set  all  hands  to  work  to  check  the  fire,  hoping  to  eav 
schooner  and  bring  her  out  to  sea.  Having  no  buckets,  the  whole  compkffi 
of  cooking  utensils,  such  as  saucepans,  kettles,  coffee  pots,  &c.,  were  Lrou; 
into  requisition,  and,  after  an  hour's  hard  labor,  throwing  water  and  spriukl 
salt  over  the  burning  timbers,  the  fire  was  subdued.  By  this  time  Mcssn)'  Cu 
and  Coffin  had  returned,  and  we  at  once  hauled  up  the  anchors  and  atteiopti 
tow  her  out.  Another  boat  then  came  alongside  from  the  bark,  under  char)?* 
Mr.  Molloy,  (master's  mate.)  They  succeeded  in  towing  her  out  of  the  rn 
when  a  fire  was  opened  upon  them  with  rifles  firom  the  main  land,  the  but 
dropping  and  skipping  around  them  so  thick  and  fast  that  they  attempts 
turn  firom  the  channel  and  find  a  passage  to  tow  her  through  the  breaker»; 
soon  grounded,  however,  and  finding  no  passage  except  through  the  cLunj 
which  runs  close  under  the  land,  wi&in  150  yards  of  the  beach  where  thi?  f 
pany  of  riflemen  were  stationed,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  schoom  r, 
not  until  they  had  kindled  good  fires  fore  and  ait.  The  second  cutter,  Id  cb.i 
of  Mr.  Provost,  was  detained  some  time  longer  than  the  other  boats,  in  onln 
get  the  fire  well  started ;  when,  as  she  crossed  the  breakers,  eight  rebels  c)' 
their  appearance  on  the  point  (having  crept  along  on  the  outAde  of  the  'is\i 
while  they  were  inside)  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  boat,  which  wa.*" 
turned  fi*om  all  the  boats.  None  of  our  men  were  injured,  although  the  \*o\^ 
fell  over  and  around  them  as  fast  as  the  scoundrels  could  load  and  Biv  ^ 
pieces. 

The  steamer  came  within  hailing  distance  in  the  afternoon,  and,  afier  ha^^" 
consultation  with  Captain  Marchand,  we  sent  in  fire-boats  (two  fiooi  tine  t' 
and  three  from  the  steamer)  to  blow  the  schooner  to  pieces,  foadng  lltf^*  *^ 
wise,  she  might  not  be  effectually  destroyed. 

But,  on  reaching  the  breakers,  the  tide  was  found  to  be  entirely  too  lo^j 
the  boats  to  enter,  and  we  were  obliged  to  abaadon  the  atteapl*    Ojf  tmM 
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eare,  oar  boats  were  greeted  with  terrific  yells  froiii  the  rebds  on  the  island, 
knd  also  with  another  charge  of  musketry,  but  received  no  injury. 

The  schooner  is  still  burning  this  momiug,  and  her  masts  have  gone  over- 
>naid,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  she  and  her  cargo  are  hopelessly  ruined. 
I  am,  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  BAXTER,  Commanding. 
Commodore  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag-Officer,  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Repori4  hy  lAeutenant  Commanding  Ammen  of  occurrences  in  North  Edisto 
river  Jrom  December  24,  1861,  to  January  21,  1862,  indusive. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  1,  1862. 

SlB :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  department  the  report  of  Com- 
mjsnder  Drayton  of  a  reconnoiseance  in  South  and  Korth  Edisto.  I  have,  since 
Uii:*  reconnoissance,  always  had  one  or  two  ships  in  North  Edisto,  and  I  here- 
trhh  enclose  three  interesting  reports  of  Lieutenant  Gommauding  Ammen,  of  the 
Seneca,  detailing  occurrences  there  up  to  a  very  recent  period. 
Respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer,  Comd'g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Gunboat  Senrca, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  December  29,  1861. 

Sf B :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  23d  instant,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
tLe  Seneca  entered  North  Edisto  harbor  on  the  noon  of  the  foUowiug  day.  Not 
liAnng  taken  the  precaution  to  run  up  the  distance  and  anchor  off  the  port  in 
*bf>  morning,  owing*  to  a  strong  northwest  wind  and  consequent  current,  we  found 
lAireelves  at  daylight  near  Charleston. 

Wc  found  the  Penguin  at  North  Edisto,  and  that  the  blacks  under  her  charge 
oa  liotany  Bay  island  were  constantly  increasing  in  number,  amounting,  at  this 
tirae,  probably  to  between  seven  and  nine  hundred.  They  have  built  huts  and 
wyoMi  contented,  but  I  fear  their  supplies  of  com  will  soon  fall  short,  owing  to 
Uim  improvidence  and  the  limited  extent  of  country  over  which  they  range. 

I  tiring  from  the  Penguin  three  prisoners,  white  men,  who  were  t&keu  by  the 

f^j^nx^  on  Edisto  island  and  brought  on  board  of  that  vessel  by  them.    They  are, 

jd'iobthtsa,  the  three  men  alluded  to  in  my  verbal  report  of  the  22d.     I  found,  at 

f^  works  of  the  enemy  on  the  west  point  of  Edisto  harbor,  141  8-inch  shell 

[kuried  in  the  sand ;  they  were  saboted,  filled,  and  fuzed.     Owing  to  their  expo- 

i/f  I  thought  the  fuzes  defective,  even  if  ever  of  good  quality,  and  therefore 

M  the  shells  to  the  low-water  mark  to  prevent  accident  on  the  removal  of 

lb<*  fuases.     The  shells  themselves  are  not  of  such  quality  as  we  would  wish  to 

1^  in  our  service. 
^  ^n  the  morning  of  the  26th,  owing  to  exact  information  that  the  house  of  Mr. 

iii^  was  again  the  quarters  of  rebels,  this  vessel  went  up  the  river,  and  from 

c'jQvenient  locality  shelled  the  premises,  and  also  a  wood  on  White  Point,  in 

h^bich  a  number  of  cavalry  had  taken  refuge.     They  left  in  haste,  and,  I  am 

fcif<»nDed,  with  the  loss  of  a  man  killed  or  wounded.     1  learned  yesterday  even- 

|^|j^  that  on  the  26th  one  thousand  additional  men  had  arrived  at  the  localities 

'ntifmed,  and  that  on  the  27th  two  heavy  field-pieces  of  artillery  had  been 

f^eht,  and  that  on  the  2Sth  six  additional  pieces  had  arrived,  two  of  which 
'  Msa  canM  to  some  point  dmt  I  could  not  ascertain.    On  this  morning  the 
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Beneca,  accompanied  hf  the  Penguin,  Lieutenant  CommandiDg  Budd,  bM\(^ 
the  locality  ana  some  fifty  cavalry,  who  took  to  flight.     Not  doubting  the  fi? 
of  heavy  pieces  of  artillery  having  been  brought  and  not  yet  in  battery,  I  r^ 
garded  it  as  of  sufficient  importance,  and  falling  within  my  inetnictions,  to  com 
municate  with  you  without  delay. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  that  Wadmelaw,  John's,  and  some  parts  of  No 
Edisto  islands,  are  infested  with  gangs  of  rebel  cavalry,  whose  principal,  if  n 
sole,  object  is  to  drive  the  negroes  into  the  interior.  We  understand  there  ir 
large  encampment  within  three  miles  of  Bockville,  and  that  at  low  tide  tbtr} 
visit  that  locality ;  but  not  wishing  to  injure  property,  and  bearing  in  mind  yoci 
order  to  that  effect,  I  have  not  shelled  it.  I  nave  established  a  beacon  aii( 
range  on  the  southwest  side  of  North  Edisto  harbor,  and  foiuid  it  to  an.'tvA 
well  for  our  draft  of  water,  but  will  reserve  sailing  directions  until  we  have  ha< 
an  opportunity  of  making  soundings  in  the  vicinity  of  the  range  and  over  the  bar 

Bearing  in  mind  3(our  inquiry  as  to  the  use  of  Stono  as  a  port  for  Oharles^t^ti 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  one  of  the  prisoners  appears  to  have  exact  xnformatioi 
an  that  point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DANX  AMKEN, 
lAeutenanti  Commanding  Sauca. 

ITag-Officer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Gunboat  Sbnkca, 

North  Edisto  Harbor,  January  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  8  a.  m.  of  the  5th  we  entered  the  porl 
of  North  Edisto,  having  left  Port  Hoyal  at  4  p.  m.  of  the  4th  instant.  W 
Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  was  in  command  of  these  water?.  Tb' 
colony  has  largely  increased,  numbering,  probably,  one  thousand  negroes. 

On  the  2d  or  3d  the  Penguin  went  up  to  Bear  bluff,  particularly  to  enable  thf 
negroes  to  get  a  supply  of  maize.  They  brought  away  one  hundred  bushcJ*,  Ano 
burned  the  remainder,  and  also  the  house  occupied  by  rebel  soldiers,  who  hm 
fired  upon  them.  I  have  encouraged  the  collection  of  maisse  and  other  food,  aiul 
have  no  apprehensions  of  immediate  want. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  tho  Seneca  proceeded  up  to  White  Point,  axxnm- 
pauied  by  the  Penguin.  We  found  King's  house  apparently  deserted,  and  only 
a  few  mounted  pickeis  at  James  Legare's,  and  ascertained  that  they  no  loogir 
used  the  houses  as  barracks. 

The  rebels  have  brought  nine  pieces  of  field  artillery,  no  doubt  for  our  benrfit 
should  we  get  aground  near  White  Point.  This,  I  suppose,  is  the  heavy  artil- 
lery mentioned  by  a  former  report.  I  regsu-d  it  as  advisable,  and  perhaps  ne- 
cessary,  that  two  vessels  should  be  here,  and  also,  if  the  army  do  not  intend  to 
occupy  this  important  point,  that  all  the  blacks  who  desire  to  leave  should  Uva 
the  opportunity.  This  would,  no  doubt,  avoid,  in  some  measure,  the  exertions 
which  will  otherwise  be  made,  sooner  or  later,  to  capture  them. 

The  prisoner,  a  Mr.  Black,  is  well  known  to  the  blacks,  who  appear  to  re^ 
him  with  great  E^ispicion.  You  will  remember  him  as  the  person  sent  up  to  tne,l 
and  to  be  released.  Owing  to  their  fears,  I  continue  to  hold  him,  and  shall  do 
flo  several  days  longer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c,, 

DAN.  AMMEN, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Flag-Officer  SAMufaL  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces  in  the  Southern  Jliantu. 
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Unitbd  States  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Tort  Royal,  South  Carolina,  January  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that  about  the  l5th  instant  a  party  of  seven, 
headed  by  a  man  ncuned  Magraw,  who,  I  understand,  has  been  a  prisoner  and 
vu  released,  came  to  Edisto  island,  from  the  western  side,  and  took  some  two 
luutdred  bags  of  cotton,  carrying  it  to  the  main  land. 

Ai  stated  in  my  report  of  the  8th  instant,  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon 
the  Df'^roes  the  necessity  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  for  that  purpose  they  have 
visited  the  plantation  of  John  Townsend,  which  lies  within  range  of  11-inch 
COD,  from  near  the  usual  anchorage  at  North  Edisto.  On  Sunday  (19th)  two 
aqfroes,  who  went  up  early  and  in  a  heavy  fog,  narrowly  escaped  being  shot  or 
cftptored  by  a  party  of  soldiers ;  the  number  seen  was  estimated  at  twenty.  One 
if  the  n^Toes  was  shot  through  his  clothing.  As  soon  as  the  fog  cleared  away 
1  took  the  vessel  in  position  which  would  enable  us  to  see  Ip  the  best  advantage, 
end  is  no  signs  of  life  appeared,  did  not  throw  shells. 

It  is  understood  from  negroes  that  considerable  supplies  of  cotton  may  still  be 
frmnd  on  Edisto  island  if  a  reconnoissance  in  force  should  be  made.  If  that  is 
i»t  contemplated,  or  its  occupation,  I  fear  the  colony,  now  numbering  about  one 
thottisand  two  hundred,  will  be  in  want  of  food,  perhaps  within  a  fortnight.  As 
tverj  party  going  after  maize  will  have  to  be  accompanied  by  armed  boat's  crews 
vA  a  howitzer,  I  fear  that  collecting  food  over  the  country  will  fall  below  or 
Wdly  exceed  the  consumption. 

The  bad  weather,  and  the  absence  of  other  vessels,  have  prevented  taking 
iotrndings  over  the  bar  and  forwarding  directions  for  crossing,  and  %lso  a  particu- 
lar examination  of  the  bar  off  Stono,  if  it  could  have  been  done  without  prejudice 
U»  the  duties  assigned  me. 

I  learn  from  the  negroes  that  they  have  small  quantities  of  cotton  hidden  in 
^oQ8  localities,  and  small  quantities  unginned  are  to  be  found  on  nearly  all  of 
^  plantations  on  Edisto  island,  the  soldiers  not  having  been  there  to  bum  the 
cntt^-hooses,  as  they  did  on  the  opposite  shores,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Pawnee, 
toc«impanied  by  this  vessel.  I  would  think  it  advisable  that  the  officer  control- 
^  the&e  waters  should  know  whether  it  is  desirable  to  induce  the  negroes  to 
^nn^  the  cotton  in  and  to  gin  all  that  can  be  reached ;  and  if  so,  what  amount 
ot  crimpensation  would  be  allowed  them  per  pound,  or  otherwise. 

It  is  understood  that  supplies  of  maize  are  much  needed  in  Charleston  and 

*t*'where.  ■•  I  have  accounts  of  several  lots  that  were  on  Wadmelaw  and  John's 

elands  having  been  removed,  and  think  the  incursions  mentioned  on  Edisto  are 

^  cfect  the  same  object,  as  well  as  the  removal  of  the  cotton  crop  supposed  to  be 
tbttti.  » 

The  force  of  a  gunboat  is  so  limited  as  not  to  admit  of  landing  a  formidable 
p«rty.  On  that  account  I  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  land,  and  did  not 
intend  to  do  so,  except,  from  time  to  time  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  water, 
^'1'  the  protection  of  the  negroes  in  obtaining  their  necessary  supplies.  You 
*iU  perc^'ive  how  advantageous  to  our  purposes  a  reconnoissance  in  force  would 
w.  fven  if  continued  only  one  or  two  days. 

It  w  worthy  of  note,  as  indicating  the  changes  in  the  blacks,  that  now  they 
*^ipres«  thcniselves  most  anxious  to  obtain  arms.  The  blade  man  who  has 
rneml  superintendence  of  the  colony,  wished  to  land  his  forces  in  Rockville 
^•l  drive  the  soldiers  back,  expressing  the  utmost  confidence  that  with  about 
t^ntv  old  muskets  that  thev  had  picked  up,  many  of  them  with  flint  locks,  he 
^nulif  be  able  to  effect  his  object. 

^  \^iVi  the  arrival  of  the  Crusader,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ehind,  off  Edisto 
'**/  T*i^terday  morning,  the  Seneca  stood  out  and  piloted  her  into  the  harbor, 
"^^y  cutting  in  before  a  dense  fog  set  in,  which  continued  until  it  was  not 
}'Miibfe  to  reach  Port  Boyal  that  evening  with  the  strong  head  wind  then  blow- 


326       BEPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  KATT. 

ing.  At  5.30  a.  m.  to-day  we  were  under  waj,  and  stood  np  to  White  Pomt. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  on  board*  in  order  that  he  might  see  certain 
points,  and  that  I  might  note  an  j  change  of  interest  for  jour  information.  Wc 
found  no  guns  in  position,  but  a  body  of  horsemen  fifl^  or  a  hundred  strong, 
and  expended  three  11-inch  shells  in  getting  them  in  motion. 

Mr.  Black,  the  prisoner  who  was  sent  for  release,  appears  to  be  Tery  mnrh 
dreaded  by  the  ne^oes;  they  fear  his  being  able  to  communicate  informatioQ  i>> 
their  prejudice,  and  on  that  account,  much  against  my  inclination,  I  continue*  t-  < 
hold  him  on  board  of  this  vessel,  deeming  it  prudent  that  he  should  be  held  auU, 
a  force  is  sent  to  occupy  that  point,  or,  at  least,  until  it  is  possible  for  you  u* 
spare  another  vessel.  A  party  of  negro  men,  anxious  to  obtain  work,  as'k*^  u 
passage  to  Fort  Royal;  I  have  brought  them  and  their  families,  numbering,  pcr- 
liaps,  fifty  persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DANIEL  AMMEN, 
Lieutenantf  Commanding  Sen  ecu. 
Flag-OflScer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Flag-Officer  Dvpont  encloses  ''several  interesting  reports**  Jrom  lAemtenanit 
Commanding  Nicholson  and  Tmxtun,  of  operations  in  St.  Helena  sounds  S.  C. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C,  February  3,  1862. 

8iR :  I  had  the  honor,  in  a  previous  despatch,  dated  the  23d  of  DecembiT, 
1861.  to  forward  to  the  department  the  report  of  Commander  Drayton's  recnn- 
noissauce  in  North  Edisto  and  adjacent  waters. 

The  Isaac  Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholso^ii,  and  the  Dale,  Lieuten 
ant  Commanding  Tmxtun,  have  been  holding  possession  of  St.  Helena  sound. 
and  I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  several  interesting  reports  made  to  me  1»t 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  dated  December  13  and  January  14,  and  bj 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun,  dated  December  27  and  January  13. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


#        United  States  Steamer  Isaac  Smith, 

St.  Helena  Sound,  December  13,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  movements  ^hiCK 
Commander  Drayton  left  me  in  charge  of  this  place : 

On  the  10th  instant  went  up  the  Ashepoo  as  far  as  the  fort  on  FenwickV 
island,  taking  with  me  boats  from  the  Dale,  her  marine  guard  and  forty  m<'n. 
with  officers;  also  twenty  contrabands,  with  their  boats,  to  get  potatoes.  'fHs- 
served  no  change  since  my  previous  visit.  Brought  down  and  landed  on  Ottvr 
island,  near  the  fort,  (which  I  have  named  Fort  Drayton,  after  Commannr  f 
Drayton,  of  the  Pawnee,)  a  quantity  of  lumber,  com,  a  corn-mill,  two  horevs 
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• 


«  cmxtj  and  other  articles  to  make  the  contrabands  comfortable.  Three  con- 
t  lionda  came  in  daring  the  day,  reporting  the  rebels  to  be  obstructing  the  river 
m  mt  ten  miles  above  where  we  had  been.  Sent  them  on  the  island. 
^>n  the  11th  instant,  discovering  two  vessels  outside,  stood  out  .to  ascertain 
'ir  character.  Finding  them  transports  with  troops  to  garrison  this  place, 
.w«d  back  to  the  anchorage  and  made  all  preparations  for  turning  Fort  Drayton 
•€T  to  the  army.  At  four  o'clock,  the  hour  i^eed  upon,  I  went  ashore  with 
« -ntenant  Commanding  Truxtun  and  several  officers  from  each  vessel,  and  form- 
\y  turned  over  Fort  Drayton,  with  all  the  property,  contrabands,  &c.,  to 
'>l<»oel  Welsh,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army,  my  men  marching  out  of 
>«'  fort  as  his  men  marched  in. 

<  >n  the  12th  instant  again  went  up  the  Ashepoo,  taking  the  marines  of  the 
rde,  and  having  Colonel  Welsh,  of  the  army,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding 
rrurnn  as  passengers.  Landed  the  party  at  Fenwick's  Island  fort,  to  make  a 
■connoissance,  and  when  finished,  stood  up  the  river  as  far  as  Mosquito  creek. 
»*«tng  a  picket  6{  several  mounted  men  at  a  house  which,  on  a  previous  visit,  I 
ad  discovered  to  be  their  headquarters,  I  fired  at  them,  once  with  a  rifled  shot, 
nai  again  with  an  eight-inch  shell.  This  driving  them  to  the  woods,  I  landed 
igr  Dale's  marines,  and  then  went  on  shore  and  burnt  their  quarters.  Pro- 
tftded  back  to  anchorage  off  Fort  Drayton. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  NICHOLSON. 

lAeutenant  Commanding, 

Flag-Officer  8.  F.  Dcpont,  U.  S.  N„ 

Commanding  South  At/antic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Ship  Dale, 
Otter  Island,  St.  Helena  Sound,  S.  C,  December  27,  1861. 

Sia:  I  have  to  make  the  following  report : 

Lost  evoiing  (26th  instant)  Colonel  Tbomas  Welsh,  fifteenth  Pennsylvania 
n^llinteers,  commanding  the  post  on  Otter  island,  informed  me  that  his  picket 
nuni  on  the  upper  end  of  Fenwick's  island  had  seen  a  small  schooner  cruising 
&<«nit  in  the  South  Edisto  river.     I  therefore  despatched,  at  an  early  hour  this 
Sborning,  the  launch  and  first  cutter,  with  the  marine  guard,  under  the  command 
/  Acting  Master  William  Ottiwell  and  Midshipman  Silas  W.  Ternr,  to  capture 
t\e  Khooner,  and  also  to  make  a  general  reconnoissance  of  both  banks  of  the* 
rir»r  as  £ir  up  as  time  and  circumstances  would  permit.    The  boats  returned  at 
ninp  o'clock  this  evening,  without  having  seen  the  schooner.     Mr.  Ottiwell  re 
F«(rt<<  ail  the  houses  on  Bailey's  and  Raccoon  islands  to  be  standing  in  appa 
n^t  good  order,  but  the  plantations  entirely  deserted. 

There  being  no  sign  of  secession  forces  on  the  upper  side  of  Raccoon  island, 
y  pn>ceede4  on,  in  obedience  to  my  instructions,  to  Pine  Landing  to  rest  the 
nptt.  He  there  found  a  large  deserted  house.  Having  placed  picket  guards, 
tKf  men  were  sent  to  dinner ;  a  few  minutes  after,  the  ^ard  reported  seeing  a 
^MTiage  through  the  woods  driving  down  the  road.  Mr.  Ottiwell,  with  a  de- 
tirhoumt  of  marines,  at  once  started  in  pursuit.  After  going  a  few  hundred 
5v<i»  and  turning  a  bend  in  the  road,  he  came  upon  a  cart  half  loaded,  with 
tb*  borse  harnessed  to  it,  standing  in  a  potato  field.  He  also  saw  a  carriage 
•iHriap  mpidlv  down  the  road  towards  Eddingsville.  After  thoroughly  exam- 
\.;u)^  Uie  neighborhood  and  convincing  bimself  that  the  place  had  just  been 
Ut^tliv  abandoned,  he  returned  to  his  boats  and  proceeded  up  the  river  to  a 
^'io**-  reported  by  the  negro  pilot  as  belonging  to  (rovemor  Aiken,  in  the  porch 
^f  vLich  a  white  woman  was  standing  watching  his  movements. 
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When  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards  from  the  house  two  persoiis  in  the  umfonoi 
of  officers  stepped  out  of  the  house  and  placed  their  muskets  against  the  nilia^ 
of  the  veranda;  they  were  almost  immediately  followed  by  some  ten  or  twelvf 
armed  men.  One  of  the  officers  invited  Mr.  Ottiwell  to  land*  On  being  ask'^^. 
'*  Who  are  you?"  he  replied,  "Pickets  of  the  fourth  .South  Carolina  reguucs: 
Come  on  shore,  I  tell  you." 

On  Mr.  Ottiwell  declining  to  do  so,  the  whole  body  immediately  fired  a  rolkj 
at  the  boats  and  took  shelter  behind  the  oak  trees  and  shrubbery,  from  wbt7» 
they  continued  their  fire  till  dislodged  by  canister  fix>m  the  boat  g^on  and  thf 
musketry  of  the  marines  and  boats'  crews,  when  they  fled  behind  the  hoo^  f^r 
refuge.  A  shell  thrown  through  the  house  forced  them  to  take,  flight  alon^  i 
road  leading  to  a  village  of  negro  quarters  about  a  mile  distant.  Mr.  Ottivrla 
continued  to  throw  shell  after  them  as  long  as  they  remained  in  range,  nna 
maintained  his  position  in  front  of  the  house  for  twenty-five  minatea,  af^  wbici« 
he  slowly  retired  down  the  river,  without  a  single  man  wounded  or  a  boat  struck 

From  the  fact  of  the  bridges  being  destroyed,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  i^ 
the  lower  or  eastern  end  of  South  Edisto  island  only  that  has  been  abandonni 
and  that  the  western  portion  is  still  had  in  quiet  possession  by  the  rebe)^^ 
Although  the  expedition  has  not  been  productive  of  any  visible  reanlts,  I  tm 
the  sudden  and  evidently  unexpected  presence  of  our  boats  will  prove  to  thei 
that  we  are  not  sleeping  on  our  watch. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  TRUXTUN, 

Lieutenant  Comtnanding. 

Flag-Officer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


United  States  StbAmbr  Isaac  Smith, 

St.  Helena  Sound,  January  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  movements : 

On  the  1st  instant  went  up  the  Goosaw,  and  visited  Ladies  and  Coo^^ 
islands;  brought  down  fresh  provisions  for  ship's  company,  and  retumca  tn 
anchorage  off  Fort  Drayton  on  the  2d  instant.  On  the  3d  went  up  the  A:fbep;^. 
and  remained  wooding  and  watering  ship  until  the  8th.  On  the  9th  I  went. 
with  a  company  of  volunteers,  about  one  mile  above  Mosquito  creek.  A  partv 
of  mounted  rebels  retreated  tq  the  woods  upoh  our  appearance,  their  movemt'ct^^ 
considerably  hastened  by  a  shot  from  the  rifled  gun.  I  landed  and  ma^e  k 
complete  reconnoissance,  but  found  no  signs  of  any  aggressive  movements.  OS 
Mosquito  creek  seven  contrabands  came  alongside,  and  reported  themselves  ^^ 
having  escaped  from  Jacksonborough  railroad  depot.  They  had  been  oq' 
month  on  tneir  way  here ;  they  saw  but  few  soldiers,  about  one  company  ai 
**  Matthews's  "  house,  on  Bear  island ;  a  fort,  with  four  guns  mounted,  at  n  iltou; 
no  other  information.     I  landed  them  on  St.  Helena  island. 

Having  authorized  an  expedition  up  the  South  Edisto,  on  the  10th  insUD' 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun,  in  command  of  two  hundred  men,  starti'l- 
Acting  Master  Gregory,  of  this  vessel,  accompanying  him.  They  retunjt*<l  '^u 
the  12th.  I  forward  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun's  report  to  me-  Offictra 
and  crew  all  well. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  NICHOLSON, 

JLtieutenant  Commanding 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPoNT, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron*, 
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United  States  Ship  Dalb,  ' 
SL  Helena  Sound,  S.  C,  January  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  hare  to  inform  yon  that^n  the  9th  instant  Colonel  Thomas  Welch 
pUced  companies  H  and.K,  fortj-fitth  Pennsjlvania  volunteers,  numbering  one 
handred  tifti  thirty-one  rank  and  file,  under  my  commands  With  these  two 
companies,  and  a  detachment  from  this  ship  of  seamen  and  marines,  numbering 
in  aJi  two  hundred  and  five  fighting  men,  I  left  this  ship  on  the  morning  of 
Friday,  the  lO^h  instant. 

We  visited  Bailey's  island;  found  it  entirely  deserted  by  both  whites  and 
oe^roes,  but  well  stocked  with  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses.  We  then  proceeded 
up  Bailey's  creek  to  the  Episcopal  church,  visiting  many  plantations  on  the 
war,  but  seeing  no  signs  of  an  enemy. 

iJn  the  11th  we  marched  from  the  Episcopal  church  to  Bailey's  landing  on 
d«  North  EdiBto  river,  from  which  we  »w  a  gnnboat  about  two  maea  to  sea- 
vtrd  of  us,  supposed  to  be  the  Seneca. 

<>n  the  12th,  at  4  p.  m.,  reached  the  ship,  having  been  absent  two  nights  and 
thive  days.  Daring  the  expedition  we  visited  many  fine  plantations  and  ele- 
fTunt  Fesidences.  The  negroes  had  removed  and  secreted  in  their  quarters  most 
vf  the  fomiture  that  had  been  left  by  their  masters.  Great  care  was  taken  that 
Dothing  should  be  removed  from  any  of  the  plantations,  excepting  a  few  books, 
light  novels,  magazines,  and  sufficient  forage  to  support  the  party.  Both  the 
volunteers  and  seamen  deserve  credit  for  their  general  good  conduct 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  TRUXTUN, 
a  Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Iknt  Gom'g  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Senior  Officer  present. 


Flag-Officer  DuPont  with  reference  to  contemplated  attack  on  Femandina, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  I  have  been  making 
prppamtiouR  for  some  time  past  for  the  attack  on  Femandina,  by  calling  in  the 
Appropriate  vessels  (which  involved  many  changes  in  the  blockade)  and  by 
filling  up  the  supplies  of  coal  and  provisions.  In  some  particulars  my  supply 
oC  ammunition  is  short,  but  a  movement  like  that  which  I  have  now  in  contem- 
pUtion  keeps  so  many  vessels  idle  during  the  period  of  equipment  that  I  will 
<i'>t  pat  it  off  on  that  account  I  am  waiting  now  for  settled  weather.  A  brigade, 
nniin  Brigadier  Greneral  Wright,  forms  part  of  the  expedition,  and  it  afibrds  me 
/>T:at  pleasure  to  say  that  General  Sherman  will  accompany  it  himself. 

Id  the  mean  time  I  h^ve,  in  coojunction  with  the  military  commander-in-chief, 
ntade  a  study  of  the  best  mode  of  cutting  off  the  communication  between  Fort 
Pnla&ki  and  the  city  of  Savannah.  For  this  purpose  military  and  naval  recon- 
n(ri>«atices  had  been  pushed  in  boats,  on  the  east  side  through  Cooper  river,  Bidl 
nver,  and  Wall's  cut,  into  Wright  river;  and  on  the  west  side  into  Little  Tybee 
rirer  or  Freeborn's  cut.  Obstructions  were  met  with  in  Wall's  cut,  consisting 
of  A  double  row  of  piles  and  a  hulk.  ^  The  former  were  removed  by  the  army 
efficiently  to  dear  the  passage. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proce^ings  it  was  found  expedient  to  send  one  or  more 
pmhoatB  into  Wright  river  to  make  a  careful  survey  of  the  passage  around 
^'onningham's  pohit  into  Savannah  river,  and  a  survey,  also,  of  Mud  river.  It 
was  decided  by  General  Sherman  and  myself^  in  conference,  to  make  a  simulta- 
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neouB  movement  on  the  opposite  side,  through  Freeborn's  cat  and  Wilmington 
narrows,  which  should  serve  as  a  demonstration  to  cover  up  our  real  purpo?^- 
of  an  attack  on  Femandina,  and  as  a  reconnoissance  to  answer  the  followiru: 
inquiries :  First  Whether  there  were  any  troops  or  batteries  on  that  side  *i 
Wilmington  isLind.     Second.  Whether  the  cut  or  narrows  was  navigablt^  for 

r boats  with  facility.  Third.  Whether  the  channel  of  Savannah  rijrer  could 
commanded  from  it,  or  whether  the  dist^mce  across  the  intervening  mamh 
was  too  great.  Fourth.  The  direction  and  teraiination  of  this  creek  or  narrows 
to  the  northward.  And  lastly,  whether  gunboats  could  lie  in  secority  in  the 
creek  without  the  efficient  support  of  troops  and  guns  on  shore. 

To  carry  but  these  views  two  of  the  regular  gunboats  and  four  of  the  small 
armed  steamers  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Fleet-Captain  G.  H.  Davis, 
who  was  accompanied  by  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers.  The  transports  con- 
taining the  troops  destined  for  Femandina  accompanied  th&naval  detachment, 
and  were  left  at  anchor  in  Wassaw  sound.  For  the  circumstances  and  results 
of  this  demonstration  and  reconnoissance,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  refer  jou  t<> 
the  report  of  Captain  Davis,  accompanying  this  despatch. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obeoient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT. 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blocluuling  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor^  S,  C,  February  1,  1862. 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  got 
under  way  on  Sunday  morning,  the  26th  ultimo,  and  sailed  from  this  harbor, 
having  under  my  command  die  gunboats  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens;  Seneca,  Ammen;  and  the  armed  steamers  Isaac  Smith,  Kiehol^^oo; 
Potomska,  Watmough;  Ellen,  Master  Commanding  Budd;  Western  World. 
Gregory ;  and  the  two  armed  launches  of  this  ship ;  and  having  in  company  the 
transports  Cosmopolitan,  Delaware,  and  Boston,  on  board  of  which  were  tht> 
6th  Connecticut,  the  4th  New  Hampshire,  and  the  97th  Pennsylvania  regiments 
in  all  twenty-four  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Brigadier  Grenend  H.  G.  Wrighu 
Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  accompanied  the  expedition.  The  ve^ek 
anchored  in  Wassaw  sound  the  same  evening. 

On  Monday  morning  General  Wright  came  on  board  the  Ottawa,  in  which 
ship  I  was,  bringing  with  him  Mijor  Speidel,'  commanding  the  battalion,  and 
company  G,  of  the  Connecticut  6th ;  he  also  sent  company  D,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, on  board  the  Seneca,  where  Captain  Rodgers  had  taken  up  his  qiiarter». 
The  commanding  officers  repaired  on  board  by  signal,  when  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions was  explained  to  thexnu 

Owing  to  the  shoalness  of  the  bar  and  channel,  it  was  not  until  half-paat  S 
o'clock  that  I  entered  Little  Tybee  river  or  Freeborn  cut,  and  it  was  half-pcu^t 
1  before  I  passed  Fort  Pulaski  at  the  nearest  point.  The  fort  was  not  prepared 
for  an  enemy  on  this  side,  and  did  not  fire  into  the  vessels.  But  preparatiotis 
were  immediately  set  on  foot  to  receive  us  on  our  return.  The  distance  is  that 
of  a  long  range  with  a  rifled  gun,  or  one  of  heavy  calibre. 

After  coming  up  with  and  passing  the  high  land  on  Wilmington  island,  the 
further  progress  of  the  gunboats  was  arrested  by  a  blockade  of  heavy  pile* 
driven*  in  a  double  row  across  the  channel.  The  vessels  wore  anehon»d  ami 
boats  were  despatched  from  every  one  of  them  to  examine  the  numerous  cre«*kd 
leading  to  the  river,  and  to  make  a  reeonnoissanoo  of  the  main  stream.    Captain 
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pagers  landed  with  the  armed  laimebes  and*  a  detachment  of  troops,  to  scout 
id  determme  whether  there  were  then,  or  had  been,  any  batteries  or  guns  in 
^\hn  on  this  eminence,  and  whether  there  were  marks  of  recent  occupation 
y  troops ;  the  regiment  of  City  Light  Guards,  from  Savannah,  composed  of 
^ry  young  persons,  has  been  stationed  at  Scriven's.  No  earthworks  were 
'nrid.  bat  traces  were  discovered  of  horsemen,  who  must  have  been  on  the  spot 
rn  lately.  * 

At  5  o'clock  the  confederate  steamers,  five  in  number,  one  of  them  carrying 
>f  square  flag  at  the  fore,  (probably  Commodore  Tatnall's,)  came  to  anchor  at 
jf  month  of  the  creek.  They  had  it  in  their  power  to  choose  their  distance, 
ml  this  led  to  the  expectation  of  an  attack,  but  the  night  passed  quietly.  At 
it»  boor  Captain  Ammen  parsed  the  marsh  and  cut  the  telegraph  wire  leading 
two  Fort  Pulaski  to  the  city. 

After  breakfast  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  28th,  the  surveys  and  exami- 
tti»m»  were  received ;  and  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  General  Wright  for  taking 
21  Rcnre  part  in  them  all,  and  forming,  from  personal  examination,  his  conclu- 
hna  s£  to  the  military  seizure  and  occupation  of  Wilmington  island,  to  which 
Wf'nil  Sherman  and  youiself  had  called  my  particular  attention. 
At  11.15  the  five  steamers  composing  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Tatnall  (as  it  is 
ntppo«ed)  attempted  to  pass  down  the  river  with  scows  in  tow.  Captain  John 
ftna^rs,  who  lay  at  anchor  in  Wright  river,  and  myself  opened  fire  upon  them* 
»hich  they  returned  with  spirit.  The  result  of  the  engagement,  which  lasted 
y«  than  half  an  hour  was,  that  Commodore  Tatnall  and  one  of  his  sauadron 
^«^  driven  back ;  the  other  three  escaped  injury,  apparently,  and  made  good 
^^  passage  down  to  Fort  Pulaski. 

At  2  o'dock  the  latter  returned  up  the  river,  and  the  firing  was  resumed. 
Th^y  had  waited  for  low  water,  and  were  so  well  protected  by  the  banks  of  the 
ftTW,  while  ^e  ourselves  were  lying  in  a  natural  trench  or  moat,  that  the  harm 
m^cted  upon  them  was  entirely  disproporflonate  to  the  amount  of  ammunition 
^ippnded.  Their  shot,  which  woula  have  easily  reached  us  by  ricochet  on  the 
*»««•,  were  generally  spent  in  force  before  they  arrived  at  the  creek  in  which 
we  vwB  anchored.  We  have  been  told  by  a  contraband,  since  come  in,  that  one 
of  the  steamers  sunk  at  the  wharf  after  getting  to  the  city,  and  we  could  see 
«itJi  ottr  glasses  that  some  of  our  shells  took  effisct. 

'IV  practice  of  the  day  was  very  instructive.  At  4  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
^njing  I  came  down  the  narrows,  passing  the  range  of  Fort  Pulaski  before 
^fligkt;  and,  leaving  the  other  vessels  in  Wassaw  spund,  I  returned  to  this 
place  by  the  way  of  Tybee  roads  and  Calibogue  sound. 

A«  a  demonstration,  the  appearance  of  the  naval  and  military  force  in 
Wilmington  and  Wassaw  sounds  has  had  complete  success.  Savannah  was 
tiiTDwii  into  a  state  of  great  alarm,  and  all  the  energies  of  the  place  have  been 
cxertod  to  the  utmost  to  increase  its  military  defencesi  for  which  purpose  troops 
^^  been  withdrawn  firom  other  places. 

•^  a  reconnoissance  the  results  are  satisfactory.  We  have  improved  our 
■j^owledgs  of  these  obscure  and  intricate  passages.  We  have  ascertained  that 
)»ninmffton  island  is  abandoned  not  only  bv  the  enemy's  troops,  but  even  by 
^|«  ioluimtants;  that  this  cut  or  narrows  can  be  navigated  by  gunboats  without 
<iiffienlty,  but,  on  account  of  the  width  of  the  marsh,  opposite  to  the  high  land 
*>«  Wilmington  island,  that  the  channels  of  Savannah  river  cannot  be  advan- 
^?^)usly  commanded  from  this  point  at  any  time,  and  especially  at  low  water; 
*^  gunboats  could  not  lie  in  safety  in  any  part  of  the  narrows,  unless  Wil- 
^^^n  island  were  occupied  in  force,  on  account  of  the  advantages  it  possesses 
n>r  Cfmnmcting  masked  batteries,  and  the  protection  it  affords  to  riflemen  and 
'wrmishers. 

In  the  event  of  my  arriving  at  an  unfavorable  conclusion  in  respect  to  the 
^^  oeeupation  of  this  passage,  you  directed  mp  to  consider  the  propriety 
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of  placing  iH  it  some  obstractions*  which  would  render  it  nseless  to  the  eaemr. 
In  this  respect  he  has  anticipated  our  wishes;  bat  the  obetnictioiifi  can  brl 
removed  hereafter,  if  desirable. 

During  the  engagement  of  Tuesday,  Colonel  Rosa,  commanding  at  TvWJ 
sent  an  aid  to  me  with  an  offer  of  additional  troops.  I  beg  leave  to  call  vouj 
particular  attention  to  this  act  of  courtesy  and  display  of  public  spirit. 

While  all  communicntion  between  Captain  John  JElodgers,  in  Wright  river,  aini 
myself,  in  Wilmington  narrows,  by  means  of  navy  signals,  was  very  difficult  **ri 
wholly  impossible,  the  communication  with  army  signals  wafl  4asy  and  pert'i^L 
I  reconulncnd,  therefore,  their  use  in  the  naval  service. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  meu  has  been,  as  always,  entirely  aatidfactonrJ 
My  special  acknowledgments  are  duo  to  Grcneral  Wright  for  prompt  and  efficient 
service,  voluntarily  given,  and  to  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  whose  zeal  io| 
the  public  service  and  superior  ability  render  his  aid,  wherever  directed,  a  ^lo^t 
valuable  accession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your*  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Fleet  Captain  South  Atlantic  Blodcading  Squadnm. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

United  States  Navy,  Commanding  South  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  CaroHua, 


Report  of  the  Crusader^s  proceedings  in  North  JEdisto,  by  Lieutenant  Qfm- 

manding  A,  C  Rhind,  February,  1862. 

•  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report  of  lieat^o- 
ant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  dated  February  7,  detailing  pro^ 
ceedings  in  North  Edisto  since  the  departure  of  the  Seneca.     Greneral  Shemuuz 
has  sent  a  small  regiment  of  soldiers  to  North  Edisto. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bl4)ckading  Sguadrcm, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 


United  States  Steamer  Crusader, 

North  Edisto,  February  7,*1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  thif  morning,  by  the  Blunt,  your  communication  of  the 
5th  instant,  with  the  mail  for  this  vessel. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Seneca  there  has  been  a  larger  addition  to  the 
colony  of  negroes  on  Botany  Bay  island,  and,  taking  the  number  as  estimated 
by  Lieutenant  Ammen  at  that  time  at  1,000  to  1,100,  there  must  be  at  predent 
at  least  1 ,400  collected  there. 

On  the  23d  instant  word  was  brought  to  us  late  in  the  day  that  some  c^'"* 
federate  troops  had  landed  on  Ediisto  island,  and  were  moving  off  and  shooting  tlv' 
blacks.  We  got  under  way  at  once  and  went  up  the  river,  foimd  about  100  to  I  'f 
blacks  collected  at  Point  of  Pines  wharf,  despatched  boats  firom  the  colonj  ^ 
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trrr  diem  down,  and  proceed  up  the  river  to  the  month  of  Steamboat  creek, 
id  &re  some  ahell  at  the  houses  where  the  troops  were  reported  to  be.  At 
xik  anchored  again  at  Point  of  Pines,  when  another  party  of  blacks  had 
itvuitime  collected,  and  remained  there  until  they  had  all  escaped  below.  Some 
OO  were  thus  added  to  the  colony.  Since  that  time  they  have  been  constantly 
>toing  in  in  small  parties.  On  the  26th  we  went  up  the  river  to  enable  the 
\ack»  to  collect  some  some  com  at  the  plantations  on  Steamboat  creek.  I 
'ent  into  the  creeks  with  our  boats,  and,  finding  the  negroes  engaged  in  plun- 
t-.'ing  the  houses  instead  of  getting  com,  I  ordered  them  off.  I  have  endeavored 
>  check  their  propensity  to  plunder,  but  with  only  partial  success.  On  the  3d 
uL  (having  previously  sounded  out  the  creek)  I  succeeded  in  getting  this  vessel 
iti>  Hockville  creek,  and  anchored  her  at  about  1,300  yards  from  the  village  to 
i«k(*  a  reconnoiasance  of  the  place,  it  having  been  made  known  to  us  that  the 
Dftny  were  occupying  it.  I  approached  the  place  with  a  boat,  accompanied  by  a 
UX«  flat  that  we  bad  prepared  to  carry  the  howitzer.  On  nearing  the  landing  we 
rrre  fired  into.  Our  boats  having  their  ensigns  set,  we  returned  the  fire  with 
be  howitzer,  but,  unfortunately,  the  bows  of  the  fiat  gave  way  at  the  second 
iischarge.  Having  ascertained  all  that  I  desired  at  that  time,  the  boats  were 
vdoed  to  return  to  the  vessel.  Owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  channel,  we 
mr  unable  to  .spring  our  vessel  to  get  our  guns  to  bear  until  nearly  sunset, 
vheo  the  flood  tide  made.  As  she  swung  we  threw  into  the  place  six  10-second 
Ml,  all  of  which  burst  in  and  about  the  houses.  The  flat  is  being  again 
!v6tted,  and  I  propose,  when  the  tide  serves  at  the  proper  time  of  day,  to  re-enter 
tht  creek  with  the  vessel,  and,  after  shelling  the  place,  to  destroy  it  by  fire.  I 
Ihid  that  there  are  about  150  troops  of  the  enemy  lodged  in  the  woods  in  the 
nar  of  the  village,  and  that  they  have  three  guns,  (field-pieces,  I  judge.)  I 
place  BO  particular  reliance  on  the  information  afforded  by  the  negroes,  but  I 
tare  satisfied  myself  that  the  place  is  made  use  of  as  a  rendezvous  and  point  of 
oWvation. 

On  the  4th  we  went  up  this  river  as  fas'  as  the  mouth  of  the  Dawho.  I 
wonded  out  the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  ascertained  that  vessels  of  eleven  to 
tiuneen  feet  draught  can  enter  it  sufficiently  far  to  land  a  force  abreast  the 
^llnutioo  of  Legare,  where  a  constant  lookout  has  been  kept  by  the  enemy, 
ucatenant  Ammen  threw  some  shell  at  them  there.  The  morning  he  left  I 
AccompaDied  him  on  that  occasion,  that  he  might  point  me  out  the  locality.  On 
(he  occasion  of  our  last  visit  I  saw  no  signs  of  them  being  there,  but  observed  a 
ovnber  of  people  (said  to  be*  confederate  cavalry)  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
tt  Bear  bluff. 

•  •  ••••••• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  0   RHTND, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 
FUgOfficer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Royal. 


^^'*MMM42fr  John  RodgerB^s  report  of  surveys  and  examinations  in  Wright  and 

Mud  rieers.  South  Carolina. 

Fla(j-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1862. 

6iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  an  interesting  report  of 
C<nnmaT)der  John  Rodgers,  giving  an  account  of  his  surveys  and  examinations 
*>  Wri;>ht  and  Mnd  rivers,  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  practicable 
^^^ttnd.  m  one  of  these  directions,  into  Savannah  river. 
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At  thiB  Bame  time  Gommander  Bodgen,  baying  latterlj  under  his  oomiiuui'] 
large  force,  consisting  of  the  four  regular  gnnhoata  and  two  of  the  amall  ann< 
purchased  steamers,  has  rendered  the  most  efficient  support  and  proteetkm  to  tl 
military  parties  engaged  in  erecting  a  hattery  on  Venus  Point,  Jones's  i^Lui 
to  obstruct  the  supplies  from  Savannah  to  Fort  PulaskL 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Adantie  Blockading  8quadr< 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  2>.  C 


United  States  Stbambr  Flag, 
Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  February  18,  1SG2 

Sir  :  Upon  my  return  to  this  place  this  morning,  I  have  the  to  honor  repn 
my  proceedings  at  Wright  river,  one  of  the  approacnes  to  Savannah. 

Wright  river  has  two  entrances  into  Savannah  river,  one  by  its  mouth,  i\ 
other  through  a  tributary  called  Mud  river;  there  is  stiU  a  third,  comparatiTell 
shallow,  however,  near  its  head,  opposite  Fort  Jackson.    Mud  river  is  bare  i 
low  spring  tide,  but  at  high  water  spring  tide,  the  bottom  being  saaoi-fluid, 
gunboat  can  pass  through. 

The  mouth  of  Wright  river  has  a  bar  across  it,  with  four  feet  of  water  t 
low  tide,  and  about  eleven  feet  at  ordinary  high  tide. 

A  short  part  of  the  channel,  where  it  bends  into  the  Savannah  river,  is  di.«tAf 
from  Fort  Pulaski  one  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  consequently  wfthii 
range  of  its  guns,  but  too  far  off  to  be  very  dangerous.  Both  these  pas^i;:* 
were  examined  and  staked.  In  marking  the  channel  of  Wright  river,  on  th\ 
first  day,  they  fired  at  the  boats  in  (Charge  of  Lieutenant  Oommanding  Bankht^i-*:! 
to  whom  I  had  intrusted  this  service.  The  shot  fell  within  a  few  yaj^  of  m 
party ;  but  as  they  did  not  interrupt  the  operation,  the  enemy  apparently  coo| 
eluded  that  it  was  a  waste  of  powder,  and  on  no  subsequent  occasion  waa  tbi 
firing  repeated. 

Preparatory  to  coming  away,  the  Hale,  Captain  Foster,  and  the  Wf^r^'n 
World,  Captain  Gregory,  were  placed  near  the  mouth  of  Mud  river,  in  ordrr  tr 
cover  the  approach  to  the  battoiy  erected  at  Poiift  Venus.  This  their  positiivQ 
enables  them  successfrilly  to  do. 

While  there  they  had,  on  the  14th  instant,  a  smart  engagement  with  f"d 
vessels  of  Commodore  Tatnall's  fleet,  which  they,  in  conjunction  with  the  baitir^ 
on  shore,  drove  back.  One  of  the  officers  of  the  Unadilla,  who  was  emplovtj 
securing  a  boom,  declares  that  he  and  his  boat's  crew  all  distinctly  heard  a  a)i*>t| 
from  one  of  the  gunboats  crash  through  the  side  of  a  rebel  steamer.  CaptAin-l 
Foster  and  Gregory  are  both  confident  that  several  of  their  shot  street  Tht^ 
rebel  gunboats,  satisfied  apparently  that  our  force  was  too  strong,  returai'd  t^ 
Savannah. 

Agreeably  to  your  order  the  Hale,  in  advance,  is  moored  across  Mud  rivor, 
and  has  three  of  her  guns  on  one  side  bearing  up  the  Savannah  river,  and  com- 
manding that  approach  to  Point  Venus. 

The  Western  World,  moored  parallel  to  the  channel,  has  her  battery  swei^pin^' 
the  right  flank  of  the  guns  on  BlH>re. 

As  you  further  directed,  a  very  carefully  made  "boom."  which  the  enemj  h\i\ 
placed  across  New  river,  in  front  of  the  battery  at  Red  bluff,  was  removrd  «n » 
moored  across  the  mouth  of  Mud  river,  within  reach  of  grape  and  canii!4«r  i'n'ur 
our  gunboats.  This  prevents  the  access  of  fire-raftSy  or  of  their  being  over- 
whelmed by  boarders  in  boats 
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I  gmve  orders  that  at  night,  or  in  case  of  fog,  or  under  any  circumstanceB 
irbicii  did  not  permit  the  boom  to  be  clearly  seen,  *' picket  boats,"  with  properly 
irranged  signaJa,  were  to  be  kept  at  it  to  warn  them  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 
1  gave  further  orders  that  if,  from  any  unforeseen  circumstances,  their  vessels 
bihould  be  untenable,  they  were  on  no  account  to  be  surrendered;  but  the  captains 
irere  to  fire  them,  and  with  the  crew  to  fall  back  in  their  boats  through  Wall's 
cot.  As  these  gunboats  are,  at  most  stages  of  the  tide,  aground,  it  seemed 
proper  to  provide  for  this  contingency. 

Lietttenant  Commanding  GoUins,  of  the  Unadilla,  was,  agreeably  to  your 
orders,  left  in  charge. 
With  the  Seneca,  Ottawa,  and  Pembina,  I  have  returned  to  this  plaoe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGEES, 
Commander  United  States  Navy, 
Fbig  Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Comd^g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S,  C 


Reports  on  infernal  machines  discovered  in  Savannah  river, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  18,  1862. 

SiH :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  Commander  John 
Rodgers  and  lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Bankhead,  upon  five  infernal  ma- 
dimes  discovered  in  Savannah  river,  across  the  entrance  to 'Wright  river. 

Accompanying  these  reports  is  a  drawing  of  the  machines  in  detail,  which, 
exuDJned  in  connexion  with  the  enclosed  reports,  will  render  their  construction 
aod  working  perfectly  intelligible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag'Oficer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs,  ^ 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington, 


IJnitbd  States  Stbamer  Flao, 

Port  Royal,  S,  C,  February  18,  1862. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  xeport  that  during  the  buoying  of  Wright  rivert 
uuier  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  a  ''  torpedo,"  or 
"inferna]  machine,"  was  discovered  at  the  entrance  of  Savannah  river,  in  the 
ciuumel  we  had  selected.  It  consisted  of  five  metal  cases,  serving  as  air-cham- 
^  tad  buoys  to  five  other  chambers,  and  containing  about  thirty  pounds  of 
p<>wder.  These  were  so  mo<»red  as  to  be  covered  by  water  at  any  stage  of  the 
^e  when  the  bar  was  practicable  for  vessels,  but  they  were  exposed  at  low 

One  of  them  was  brought  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead  on  board  of 
^  llnadilla,  where  I  was.  Preparatory  to  examining  its  machinery,  the  pow- 
der cliamber  wtm  laid  bare ;  but  1  thought  it  too  dangerous,  with  an  unknown 
*' torpedo,''  to  proceed  ftirther  until  the  powder  had  been  washed  out.  To  this 
^d,  1  bad  it  set  upon  a  bank  and  a  rifle  ball  fired  through  it,  when  it  exploded. 

The  machinery,  however,  was  recovered  uninjured.  Upon  the  inside  of  the 
powder  chamber  a  "friction  tube,"  such  as  is  used  in  the  anny  for  discharging 
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cannon,  was  arranged  so  as  to  ignite  the  "blowing  np"  charge  apon  tbe  polltng 
of  a  string.  This  string  was  tied  to  a  wire  coiled  np  on  the  head  of  the  bnoj, 
and  the  coil  of  wire  wafi  to  be  drawn  out  by  the  impact  of  a  passing  gunboat. 

Another  machine  exploded  about  midnight,  after  the  Susquehanna's  launcbfts 
(towing  a  flat  with  army  artillery  to  Point  Venus)  had  passed,  in  Sa.vaiinah 
riyer,  about  two  hundred  yards  aboye  them.  From  this  I  was  induced  to  think 
that  some  of  them  might  be  connected,  by  galyanic  wires,  with  Fort  Palaeki. 

I  gaye  orders  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  to  sink  the  remaining 
machines  with  rifle  shots,  which  he  did.  I  herewith  enclose  Lieutenant  Con>' 
manding  Bankhead's  report. 

I  beg  ieaye  to  hand  in  the  exploding  apparatus  of  the  machine  we  procured, 
with  a  drawing  of  its  arrangement 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  seryant, 

JOHN  RODGERS, 
CommandeTf  United  SteUes  A'arjr. 
Flag-Officer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^ 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Unitbd  Statbs  Steamer  Pembina^ 

WrigJU  River,  February  19,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  13th  instant,  while  sounding  in  the  Sayannah  riyer,  a  short  dis- 
tance aboye  the  mouth  of  "  Wright  riyer,"  I  discoyered  seyeral  objects  floating 
upon  the  surface,  which  appeared,  at  first  sight,  to  be  empty  tin  cans,  and  a<i 
such  were  not  regarded  by  me  as  worthy  of  notice.  Lieutenant  Sproston,  of 
the  Seneca,  shortly  after  hailed  me  and  told  me  he  thought  the  objects  alloded 
to  were  buoys  attached  to  an  "  infernal  n&achine."  Upon  closer  ei^^unioation, 
we  saw  enough  to  satisfy  us  that  his  suspicions  were  correct*  The  buoys,  fiYe^ 
in  number,  were  placed  seyeral  yards  apart,  at  right  angles  to  the  shore,  imme- 
diately in  the  channel  leading  from  Wright  riyer,  and  only  yisible  at  low  water. 

They  were  connected  by  a  spiral  wire — the  end  of  the  wire  entering  an  orifice 
in  the  upper  ends  of  the  buoys — and  they  were  also  uecured  by  wires  to  what 
we  presumed  to  be  weights  at  the  bottom;  but  which  further  examination  led  us 
to  belieye  were  yessels  containing  explosive  matter. 

The  following  day,  agreeably  to  orders  received  from  yourself,  I  proceeded 
into  the  Savannah  river,  aacompanied  by  Lieutenants  Sproston,  Weaver,  and 
Gushman,  in  three  boats.  I  had  previously  ordered  the  officers  to  provide  them- 
selves with  hand  grapnels  and  lead-lines,  for  the  purpose  of  grappling  the  buoys 
at  a  safe  distance.  Lieutenants  Sproston  and  Gushman  each  succeeded  in  grap- 
pling the  connecting  wires,  and  endeavoi^ed,  by  pulling,  to  produce  an  explosion, 
but  tailed  to  do  so. 

Lieutenant  Sproston  then  hauled  up  carefully  to  the  water  buoy  and*  fbrui* 
nately,  succeeded  in  cutting  the,  connecting  wire,  and  brought  off  the  buoy  in 
his  boat.  All  the  other  wires  that  could  be  reached  were  men-  cat,  and  as  tbe 
tide  was  rising  rapidly,  we  left  them  for  another  day,  after  unhookia^  tbe 
grapnels. 

in  consequence  of  the  delicate  nature  of  the  exploding  apparatus,  the  result 
of  your  own  examination  of  the  buoy  brought  on  board,  1  deemed  it  more  pru- 
dent to  endeavor  to  sink  the  remaining  ones  than  to  attempt  to  remove  them.  ;i3 
I  was  unwilling  that  the  enemy  should  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  tluu  a 
single  life  had  been  lost  by  his  diabolical  invention.  The  next  day,  accampa* 
nied  by  Lieutenant  Sproston,  I  succeeded  in  sinking  the  remaining  th'^je,  iiy 
firing  riiie  balls  through  them — one  having  exploded  the  night  pn^viaoai  from 
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tme  cause  at  present  unknown,  and  sbortlj  after  a  launch  had  passed  over  the 
)ot  where  the  buoys  were  pbiced,  having  in  tow  a  heavy  lighter  with  guns. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BANKHEAD, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Commander  John  Rooobrs, 

Commanding  Expedition,  Sfc, 


yutnutian  of  a  sloop  and  three  schooners  loaded  tcitk  rice  hy  the  ResUess, 

February  15,  1862. 

.Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  February  2i,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  an  interesting  report  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Jentenant  E.  Conroj,  commanding  the  armed  bajrk  Restless,  made  to  Com- 
Diuader  Parrott,  of  the  Augusta,  under  the  date  of  the  15th  instant,  detailing 
lie  destruction  in  Bull's  bay,  by  the  armed  boats  of  that  vessel,  of  a  sloop  and 
bre^  schooners  loaded  with  rice. 

1  have,  m  a  communication  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gonroy,  expressed 
DT  commendation  for  the  discretion  and  skill  displayed  by  him  in  planning  and 
Mecdting  this  expedition,  and  my  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Acting  Master's 
tlttee  Heniy  EaAon  and  J.  Walter  Mackie. 
Rrapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-C^icer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiOBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C* 


Unitbd  Statbs  Bar^  Restless, 
OfBuWs  Bay,  South  Carolina,  February  15,  1862. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant,  about  11  o'clock  a. 
(&•«  «e  discovered  a  vessel  ashore  on  a  shoal  in  Bull's  bay.  I  sent  two  armed 
^*«t9  in  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring,  and,'  if  possible,  to  bring  her  off.  On 
Viuding  they  found  her  to  be  a  very  old  and  worthless  craft,  without  a  cargo, 
omI  oaiy  four  negroes  on  board.  While  on  board  the  sloop  they  discovered 
^^^  reesels  lying  at  anchor  inside  the  shoals,  apparently  laden  with  rice,  &c. 
AftiT  the  boats  returned  and  the  circumstance  was  reported  to  me,  I  thought  it 
l^mble  to  cat  these  vessels  out  or  destroy  them.  At  1.30  a.  m.  on  the  14th 
ui^tantt  I  sent  another  armed  boat,  with  orders  to  cut  these  vessels  out  or  destroy 
^<in.  There  not  being  enough  wind  all  day  to  bring  these  vessels  out,  they 
vr-re  destroyed  after  dark,  and  their  flags,  papers,  and  arms  taken  in  the  boat 
uui  brought  off,  with  two  prisoners. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  vessels  destroyed,  with  their  cargoes,  which 
c^^&^ted  of  rice  for  the  city  of  Charleston:  Sloop  Edisto,  1,600  bushels  rice, 
*^k;  schooner  Wandoo,  1,800  bushels  rice,  sunk;  schooner  Elizabeth,  1,800 
^■*bi*b  riee,  sunk;  schooner  Theodore  Stoney, 2,500  bushels  rice,  burned.. 

Tha  idiooBer  Theodore  Stoney  was  a  fine  craft  of  54  tons,  but  coald  not  be 
^1  out,  as  Aten  was  a  battery  of  three  guns  near  her  anchorage,  and  conse- 
*\^ni\j  was  burned. 

Thdr  respective  crews  were  all  fereigners  and  negroes,  and  not  having  room 
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enougli  in  the  boat  to  bring  them  off,  they  were  set  ashore  and  allowed  to  reta: 
their  personal  effects,  except  arms.  Not  knowing  what  disposition  is  to  be  m.4J 
with  the  prisoners  I  have  sent  them  to  jou.  I  also  send  joira  rebel  flag,  v,\i 
the  request  to  forward  the  same,  with  my  compliments,  to  the  flag-officer. 

In  closing,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  efficient  manner  ia  which  m 

orders  were  carried  out  by  Acting  Master's  Mates  Henry  Eason  and  J.  Walu 

Mackie,  and  to  call  your  attention  to  the  same.    Enclosed  I  transmit  the  pap  -i 

of  the  destroyed  vessels.  ^ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CONROY, 
Acting  VoUmteer  Lieutenant  CofnnuuidtMg. 
Commander  E.  6.  Parrott,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Augusta, 

Blockading  Squadron,  off  Charleston ,  South  Carolina^ 


Flag-Officer  DuPont  reports  death  of  Lieutenant  Commanding    T*.  A.  Bu^i 

and  Acting  Mkuter  S.  W.  Mather,  and  others, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
OJ  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  24,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  the  department  some  casualties  that  have  occnrni 
to  officers  and  men  belonging  to  two  of  the  vessels  of  my  fleet — K^asualti*'^  a 
painful  as  they  were  unexpected ;  but  the  loss  of  gallant  lives  has  expiated  tli 
error  of  judgment  which  enthusiastic  zeal  had  induced. 

The  department  was  informed  nfter  the  capture  of  Femandina  that  so  soon  «i 
I  should  take  possession  of  Jacksonville  and  St  Augustine,  I  would  give  mj 
attention  to  Mosquito  inlet,  61  miles  south  of  the  latter,  which,  according  to  m^ 
information,  was  resorted  to  for  the  introduction  of  arms  transhipped  fn>n 
English  ships  and  steamers  at  the  British  colony  of  Nassau  into  small  vesself  t^i 
light  draught. 

I  accordingly  ordered  the  Penguin,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  A 
Budd,  and  the  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  to  proceed  to  thu 
place;  the  latter  to  cross  the  bar,  establish  .an  inside  blockade,  capture  any  rebel 
vessels  there,  and  guard  from  incendiarism  large  quantities  of  live-oak  timhtT  oo 
the  government  land,  cut  and  ready  for  shipment,  to  which  the  department  Iiaii 
called  my  attention. 

On  rea<>hing  here  myself  on  the  22d,  I  was  boarded  by  the  executive  office! 
of  the  Penguin,  and  informed  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  with  Aetini 
Master  Mather,  had  organized  an  expedition  from  the  two  vessels,  and  ha«l 
moved  southward  through  the  inland  passage  leading  into  Mosquito  lagoon,  passii-^ 
Smyrna  with  four  or  five  light  boats,  carrying  in  all  some  43  men.  Soon  al\ci 
this  report,  which  I  heard  with  anxiety,  the  results  were  developed. 

It  appears  that,  after  going  some  fifteen  or  eighteen  miles  without  any  incideoli 
and  while  on  their  return,  and  within  sight  of  the  Henry  Andrew,  the  order  o^ 
the  line  being  no  longer  observed,  the  two  commanding  officers,  quite  in  advAnce^ 
landed  under  certain  earthworks  which  had  been  abandoned,  or  never  armed 
near  a  dense  growth  of  Hve-oak,  with  underbrush.  A  heavy  and  continuooi 
fire  was  unexpectedly  opened  upon  them  from  both  these  covers.  Lieuteoaot 
Commanding  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather,  vrith  three  of  the  five  men  cooh 
posing  the  boat's  crew,  were  killed.  The  remaining  two  were  wounded  and 
made  prisoners.  As  the  other  boats  came  up  they  also  were  fired  intOt  and  suf* 
fered  more  or  less. 

The  rear  boat  of  all  had  a  howitaer,  which,  however,  could  not  be  pn>per/y 
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ecnred  or  worked — ^the  boat  not  being  fitted  for  the  purpose — and  could,  tbere- 
rm-,  be  of  little  use.  The  men  had  to  seek  cover  on  shore,  but  as  soon  as  it 
9u  dark  Acting  Master's  Mate  Mcintosh  returned  to  the  boats,  brought  away 
he  body  of  one  of  the  crew  who  had  been  killed,  all  the  arms,  ammunition,  and 
ia^,  tluew  the  howitzer  into  the  river,  passed  close  to  the  rebel  picketd,  who 
iHiled  bat  elicited  no  reply,  and  arrived  safely  on  board  the  Henry  Andrew. 

(h  bearing  of  this  untoward  event,  I  directed  Commander  Rodgers  to  send.off . 
ie  kanch  and  cutters  of  this  ship  to  the  support  of  the  Andrew.     The  boats 
crossed  the  bar  at  midnight,  and  the  next  morning  the  vessel  was  hauled  close 
up  Ui  the  scene  of  the  late  attack,  but  no  enemy  conld  be  discovered. 

The  bodies  of  Lieutenant  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather  were  received 
under  a*fiag  of  trace,  and  the  commanding  officer — a  Captain  Bird — who  had 
vmt  from  a  camp  from  a  distance,  made  some  show  of  courtesy,  by  returning 
papers  and  a  watch,  as  if  ashamed  of  this  mode  of  warfare ;  for  these  were  the 
rery  troops  that,  with  sufficient  force,  means,  and  material  for  a  respectable 
iefence,  had  ingloriously  fled  from  St.  Augustine  on  our  approach. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  the  original 
irf  which  was  found  on  his  person,  and  was  one  of  the  papers  returned  by  the 
reM  officer. 

lif'ntenant  Commanding  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather  were  brave  and 
feroted  ofiBcers.  The  former  commanded  the  Penguin  in  the  action  of  the  7th 
of  November,  and  received  my  commendation.  The  latter,  in  the  prime  of  life, 
vij  a  man  of  uncommon  energy  and  daring,  and  had  no  superior,  probably, 
tmoQg  the  patriotic  men  .who  have  been  appointed  in  the  navy  from  the  mer- 
caotile  marine. 

Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  r.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Of  St.  John%  Fla.f  March  19,  1862. 

^iK:  I  vend  the  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master  Mather  conmiandiug,  to  report 
**J  vou  for  duty.  You  will  please,  as  far  as  you  can,  buoy  out  the  channel,  and 
B^e  reconnoissance  in  boats  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  water,  and,  if  satisfactory, 
^vm  tbe  Henry  Andrew  to  cross  the  bar  and  blockade  the  inlet  and  Smyrna. 
If  the  rebel  steamer  Caroline  or  Kate'  has  not  lefc  the  inlet,  capture  her  and  all 
tk**  other  vessels  found  there. 

From  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  I  have  furnished  Acting  Master  Mather, 
Jnu  iriU  perceive  that  there  is  said  to  be  large  quantities  of  live-oak  timber,  ready 
^v  hmde  of  Mosquito  inlet.  If  this  be  scf,  I  desire  that  the  same  should  be  taken 
|<niMY«ion  of  in  the  name  of  the  government,  and  so  held  until  I  can  send  some 
%htHiranght  vessels  to  transport  it  to  the  north. 
Respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  r.  DUPONT,  Flag' Officer. 

Acting  lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd, 

Comm*g  U.  S.  Steamer  Penguin,  off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Fla. 
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Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  AugU9tine,  'Pla.,  March  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  casualties  occurred  in  the  attack  upon  the  boat  expediik 
under  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd: 

Acting  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd,  Penguin,  killed. 

James  Marlow,  ordinary  seaman,  Penguin,  killed. 

Walter  Burch,  ordinary  seaman.  Penguin,  killed. 

John  Dennis,  master's  mate.  Penguin,  wounded  in  shoulder. 

William  Twaites,  ordinary  sealj:ian.  Penguin,  wounded  in  hand. 

Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  commanding  Henry  Andrew,  kiUed. 

Lewis  Delous,  ordinary  seaman,  Henry  ^drew,  killed.  • 

John  Bates,  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  killed. 

James  Arnold,  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  killed. 

William  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  killed. 

A.  W.  Kelsey,  acting  assistant  paymaster,  Henry  Andrew,  wounded  in  ban 

Walter  Bradley,  acting  third  assistant  engineer,  Henry  Andrew,  woondtHi 
forehead. 

Thomas  Welch,  ordinary  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  wounded  and  a  prisoner. 

Henry  G.  Rich,  ordinary  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  wounded  and  a  prisocer 

James  T.  Allen,  ordinary  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  wounded  in  thigh. 

I  herewith  enclose  Dr.  Clymer's  report  of  the  wounds  received  by  LieuteM 
Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  F.  DUPONT,  Fkg-Qficcr 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  • 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Fla.,  March  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report,  that  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  bodies  of  ^( 
ing  Lieutenant  Thomas  A.  Budd  and  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  the  form< 
commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Penguin  and  the  latter  the  United  8tAi' 
steamer  Henry  Andrew,  who  were  yesterday,  during  a  reconnoissance  ai  fi 
place,  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  and  killed,  I  find  the  following  gunshot  wourni 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  received  but  one  wound,  which  mast  ^ 
proved  almost  immediately  fatal.  The  ball  struck  the  front  of  the  upper  jij 
carrying  away  the  left  half  of  that  bone  and  breaking  the  lower  jaw-bone  on' 
left  side.  It  passed  out  on  the  back  part  of  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  one  i^^ 
below  the  level  of  the  lower  extremity  of  the  ear. 

Master  Commanding  Mather  was  struck  by  three  balls,  one  of  them, howtvr 
merely  grazing  the  back- without  penetrating  the  skin.  Another  ball  entend  tli 
upper  part  of  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  and  passed  out  on  the  rigbt  ^ifi^ ' 
the  back.  The  third  shot  entered  the  front  of  the  mouth,  carried  avav  * 
whole  of  the  left  side  of  the  upper  jaw,  shattered  the  left  side  of  the  lower  ja' 
and  passed  out  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck  an  inch  below  the  ear.  This  vooii 
must  have  been  almost  immediately  fatal,  as  it  muat  have  severed  the  H 
blood-vessels  and  nerves  of  the  neck  on  the  left  side.  . 
I  am,  very  respectftdly,  &c., 

GEO.  CLYMER,  I2eet  Sttrgt^- 

Captain  G.  R.  P.  Bodoers, 

Commanding  United  States  Flag- Ship  Wabash. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Flag-Officer  DuPont    * 

C.  R.  P.  RODGERS,  Comm(»i^' 
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lag'Oficer  DuPmU   reports  possession  of  Cumberland  island   and  sounds 
Permandina  and  Amelia  island,  and  river  and  toum  of  St,  Mary's, 

Flag-Ship  Mohican, 
Harbor  of  Femandina,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  mj  last  despatch  that  the  expedition 
FT  Femandina  waa  equipped,  and  waiting  only  &r  suitahle  weather  to  sail  from 
N>rt  Royal.  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  am  in  full  posses- 
ion of  Cumberland  island  and  sound,  of  Femandina  and  Amelia  island,  and  of 
be  liver  and  town  of  St.  Mary's. 

I  sailed  from  Port  Royal  on  the  last  day  of  February  in  the  Wabash,  and  on 
be  2d  inBtant  entered  Cumberland  sound,  by  St.  Andrew's  inlet,  in  the  Mohi- 
aD.  Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  on  board  of  which  ship  I  have  hoisted  my  flag, 
rbe  fleet  comprised  the  following  vessels,  sailing  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
ismed: 

Ottawa!^  Mohican,  accompanied  by  the  Ellea,  Seminole,  Pawnee,  Pocahontas, 
Ha*;,  Florida,  James  Adger,  Bienville,  Alabama,  Keystone  State,  Seneca;  ^ 
fionin,  Pembina,  Isaac  Smith,  Penguin,  Potomska,  armed  cutter  Henrietta, 
inued  transport  McClellan,  (the  latter  having  on  board  the  battalion  of  marines 
tnder  the  command  of  Major  Re3niolds,)  and  the  transports  Empire  City,  Marion, 
&tAf  of  the  South,  Belvidere,  Boston,  and  George's  Creek,  containing  a  brigade 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Greneral  Wright. 

We  came  to  anchor  in  Cumberland  sound  at  half-past  ten  on  the  morning  of 
ibe  2d,  to  make  an  examination  of  the  channel  and  wait  for  the  tide.  Here  I 
Inarued  from  a  contraband,  who  had^been  picked  up  at  sea  by  Commander  La- 
nifT,  and  from  the  neighboring  residents  on  Cumberland  island,  that  the  rebels 
W  abandoned  in  haste  the  whole  of  the  defences  of  Femandina,  and  were  even 
4t  that  moment  retreating  from  Amelia  island,  c«irrying  with  them  such  of  their 
maiiitioDs  as  their  precipitate  flight  would  allow. 

The  object  of  carrying  the  whole  fleet  through  Cumberland  sound  was  to  turn 
tk*  heavy  works  on  the  south  end  of  Cumberland  and  the  north  end  of  Amelia 
islands;  but,  on  receiving  this  intelligence,  I  detached  the  gunboats  and  armed 
^trjiiners  of  light  draught  from  the  main  line,  and  placing  diem  under  the  com- 
^md  of  Commander  P.  Drayton,  of  .the  steam-sloop  Pawnee,  I  ordered  him  to 
]<tuh  through  the  sound  with  the  utmost  speed,  to  save  public  and  private  prop- 
erty from  destruction,  to  prevent  poisoning  the  wells,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  all 
i1j<4I'  outrages  by  the  perpetration  of  which  the  leaders  of  this  nefarious  war 
blip**  to  deceive  and  exasperate  the  southern  people.  In  the  mean  time  I  went 
«iat  of  the  sound,  and  came  by  sea  to  the  main  entrance  of  this  harbor. 

In  consequence  of  bad  weather  I  was  unable  to  cross  the  bar  till  this  morn- 
li'i;.  Commander  Drayton,  accompanied  by  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  with 
^lir  anned  launches  and  cutters  and  the  small-armed  companies  from  the  Wabash, 
iiid  arrived  several  hours  before  me.  Immediately  on  his  entering  the  harbor 
^♦jinniander  Drayton  sent  Lieutenant  White,  of  the  Ottawa,  to  hoist  the  flag  on 
K'irt  Clinch,  the  first  of  the  national  forts  on  which  the  ensign  of  the  Union  has 
nvamcd  its  proper  •place  since  the  first  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
I'nitfd  States  was  issued. 

A  few  scattering  musket-shots  were  fired  from  the  town  by  the  flying  enemy, 
^W  it  was  discovered*  that  a  railroad  train  was  about  to  start.  Commander 
I>nLjtoQ,  on  board  the  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  chased  this 
tniin  for  two  miles  and  fired  several  shells  at  it,  aiming  at  the  locoqiotive,  some 
of  which  took  effect.  It  was  reported  that  the  Hon.  David  Yulee,  late  a  senator 
of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Florida,  escaped  from  this  train  and  took 
t^'  the  hush.  Commander  C.  B.  P.  Rodgers,  pushing  ahead  with  the  launches, 
captured  the  rebel  steamer  Darlington,  containing  military  stores,  army  wagons, 
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males,  forage,  &c.,  and  fortunatel  j  secured  the  drawbridge,  wbich  was  held  dur 
ing  the  night  bj  the  second  launch  of  the  Wabash. 

There  were  passengers,  women  and  children,  in  the  Darlington,  and  the  km 
captain  suffered  her  to  be  fired  upon  and  refused  to  hoist  a  white  fiag,  notwlt 
standing  the  entreaties  of  the  women.    No  one  was  injured.    I  send  the  cajjui 
of  the  steamer  home  a  prisoner.    His  name  is  Jacob  Brock;  he  is  a  nativ 
VeVmont,  but  has  been  a  resident  of  Florida  for  twenty-three  years.     The 
night  Commander  G.  R.  P.  Hodgers  ascended  the  St.  Mary's  with  the  Otia 
and  took  possession  of  the  town,  driving  out  a  picket  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  town  of  Femandina  was  also  occupied  by  a  p)^ 

of  seamen  and  marines  from  Commander  Drayton's  command.     In  both  plaiij 

most  of  the  inhabitants  had  fled,  by  order,  it  is  said,  of  the  rebel  authoritiei^.  \ 

company  of  seamen  and  marines,  under  Lieutenant  Miller,  was  sent  'from  tb 

,  Mohican  to  hold  Fort  Clinch. 

It  is  reported  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes,  of  the  Huron,  th 
the  whole  structure  of  the  railroad  on  the  Femandina  side,  including  the  Bwii\ 
ing  drawbridge,  is  quite  uninjured.  The  rebels  have  done  some  dama^^c  I 
fire  to  the  trestle-work  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  but  I  am  not  yet  inform' 
of  its  extent.  Several  locomotive?,  baggage  cars,  tenders,  freight  cars,  and  s^'ii 
other  property  besides  that  found  in  the  steamer  Darlington,  have  been  recover  - 
The  whole  number  of  guns  discovered  up  to  this  time  is  thirteen,  embrjci?! 
heavy  32-pounder8,  eight-inch  guns,  and  one  80  and  one  120 -pounder  rifled  z 

The  towns  of  St.  Mary's  and  Femandina  are  uninjured.  I  visited  the  tow 
Fort  Clinch,  and  the  earthworks  on  the  sea  face  of  the  island.  It  is  imposfiM 
to  look  at  these  preparations  for  a  vigorous  defence  without  being  surprised  iU 
they  should  have  been  voluntarily  deserted.  The  batteries  on  the  north  an 
northeast  shores  are  as  complete  as  art  can  make  them.  Six  are  well  conceal^^ 
are  protected  by  ranges  of  sand-hills  in  front,  contain  perfect  shelter  for  the  mi 
and  are  so  small  and  thoroughly  covered  by  the  natural  growth  and  by  ti 
varied  contours  of  the  land,  that  to  strike  them  from  the  water  would  be  thi 
mere  result  of  chance.  A  battery  of  six  guns,  though  larger,  and  affording,  tLw 
fore,  a  better  mark,  is  equally  well  sheltered  and  maskea. 

These  batteries,  and  the  heavy  guns  mounted  on  Fort  Clinch,  command  kI| 
the  tumings  of  the  main  ship-channel,  and  ra^te  an  approaching  enemy.  B'l 
sides  these,  there  was  another  battery  of  four  guns  on  tne  south  end  of  Cuiul«<« 
land  island,  the  fire  of  w*hich  would  cross  the  channel  inside  of  the  bar.  Th'\ 
difficulties  arising  from  the  indirectness  of  the  channel,  and  from  the  slioaln*^ 
of  the  Ibar,  would  have  added  to  the  defences  by  keeping  the  approachiug  vt»>* 
sels  a  long  time  exposed  to  fire  under  great  disadvantages ;  and  when  tbf  f'^-' 
of  an  enemy  had  passed  all  their  defences  they  would  have  to  encounter  a  veil 
constructed  and  naturally  masked  battery  at  the  town,  which  commands  i^'< 
access  to  the  inner  anchorage.  We  are  told  that  General  Lee  pronounced  ^^' 
place  perfectly  defensible;  we  are  not  surprised  at  this,  if  true.  We  capture 
Port  Royal,  but  Femandina  and  Fort  Clinch  have  beei^  given  to  us.        * 

We  had  in  the  expedition  Mr.  W.  H.  Dennis,  an  assistant  in  the  Coast  Sur^'*'.^'! 
who  possessed  accurate  local  knowledge  of  a  part  of  the  ground  we  passed  <'vcrj 
of  which,  indeed,  he  had  made  the  topographical  map,  under  the  direction  4 
the  superintendent.  He  was  zealous  and  active,  and  it  ^vea  me  pleasure  to 
mention  it. 

The  Empire  City,  on  board  of  which  was  Greneral  Wright,  grounded  on  t^<^j 
bar.  As  soon  as  he  arrived  (in  another  steamer)  immediate  steps  were  tak<n  w 
transfer  to  him  the  forts  and  all  authority  and  possession  on  the  land.  I  ^^'^''^ 
to  speak  here  of  the  harmonious  councils  and  cordial  co-operation  wbicb  b^ve 
marked,  throughout,  my  intercourse  with  this  able  officer.  Our  plans  of  ftfti«^Ji 
have  been  matured  by  mutual  consultation,  and  have  been  carried  into  ei«^Q 
tion  by  mutual  help. 
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•  • 

I  take  great  pleaanre  in  leminding  the  department  that  one^  principal  and  nlti- 
Lte  object  of  the  naTal  expedition  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command  was,  in 
first  conception,  to  take  and  keep  under  control  the  whole  line  of  the  sea-coast 
Gt^orgia,  knowing  (to  use  tBe  langoage  of  thtf  original  paper)  "  that  the  naval 
m^t  that  controls  the  sea-coast  of  Georgia  controls  the  State  of  Greorgia/'    The 
port  that  the  fortifications  at  St.  Simon's,  armed  with  heavy  columbiads,  had 
m  abandonedv  which  first  reached  me  at  Fort  Royal,  is  confirmed.  This  being 
p  <M9e,  the  entire  sea-coast  of  Georgia  is  now  either  actually  in  mv  possession 
nniier  my  oontrol,^and  thus  the  views  of  the  government  have  oeen  accom- 
uLed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Fltig-Officeft  CanCg  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.    ^ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy^  Washington, 


Up&rts  of  Commanders  Drayton  and  Rodger s  of  capture  of  Femandina  and 

St,  Mary's,  4tr. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Of  St,  Augustine,  Florida,  March  13,  1862. 

Srs :  In  my  despatch  of  the  4th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  depart- 
Wflt  of  the  faU  of  Brunswick,  G^rgia,  the  capture  of  Femandina,  Florida,  of 
h  town  of  St.  Mary's  and  the  river  of  that  name>  one  of  the  boundaries  be- 
^frn  these  States,  Gumberlaad  island  and  sound — ^in  short,  the  coast  and 
fiUiid  waters  fix>m  St.  Simon's  southward. 

1  forward  herewith  interesting  reports  from  Commander  Drayton  and  Gomraan- 
^f  C.  R.  P.  Bodgers,  detailing  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  Fer- 
tumdina  and  St.  Mary's,  and  an  interesting -extract  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant 
ConuDaoding  Stevens  of  a  reconnoissance  in  the  Ottawa  up  the  river  St.  Mary's, 
vHlch  reports  had  not'  reached  me  when  my  despatch  was  sent. 

Oaring  on  the  7th  despatched  a  division  of  my  force  to  hold  Brunswick,  co\^- 

*^tmg  of  the  Mohican,  Pocahontas,  and  Potomska,  under  Gommander  Godon, 

I  shifted  my  flag  from  the  first-named  vessel  to  the  Pawnee,  and  organized 

•ooth«r  equadron  of  light  vessels,  embracing  the  four  regular  gunboats  Ottawa, 

^eca,  Pembina,  and  Huron,*  with  the  Isaac  Smith  and  Ellen,  under  Lieutenant 

rnmuanding  Stevens,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John's 

iiv«'.  cross,  if  possible,  its  difficult  and  shallow  bars,  feel  the  forts  if  still  held, 

^  posh  on  to  Jacksonville— indeed,  to  go  as  &r  as  Pilatka,  eighty  miles 

btrfood,  to  reconnoitre  and  capture  river  steamers. 

Tbift  expedition  was  lo  be  accompanied  by  the  aimed  launches  and  cutters  of  the 

vVaWh,  under  Lieutenants  Irwin  and  Barnes,  and  by  a  light-draught  transport 

^  the  7th  New  BLampshire  regiment.     After  arranging  with  Brigadier  General 

^nj^ht  oar  joint  occupation  of  the  Florida  and  Georgia  coasts,  including  pro- 

|H:tioQ  fi:om  injn^  the  mansion  and  grounds  of  Dungeness,  on  Cumberland 

Jjlind,  originally  the  property  of  the  revolutionary  hero  and  patriot,  General 

^^^^oe,  and  stiU  owned  by  his  descendants,  and  leaving  Gommander  Percival 

^yton  in  charge  of  the  naval  force,  I  rejoined  this  ship,  waiting  for  me  off 

rmiaiMiing,  and  proceeded  with  her  off  St.  John's,  arriving  there  on  the  9th. 

like  gunboats  had  Hot  yet  been  able  to  cross  the  bar,  but  expected  to  do  so 
^  next  day,  the  Ellen  only  getting  in  that  evening.  As  at  Nassau,  which  was 
^^^  by  Lieuteniuit  Gommandins  Stevens  on  his  way  down,  the  forts  seemed 
^^tandoned.  There  bein^  no  probability  that  the  Huron  could  enter,  I  despatched 
^*^  off  to  St  Augustine,  where  I  followed  her,  Arriving  here  on  the  11th.    I 
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immediately  sent  pn  shore  Gommiuider  G.  B.  P.  Bodgera  with  a  flag  of  tnv 
having  reason  to  believe  that,  if  there  were  any  people  on  this  coaat  likely  i 
remain  in  their  houses,  it  wopld  be  at  St.  Augustine. 

I  enclose  Commander  Bodgers's  most  interesting  report,  whidi  I  am  rore  iK 
department  will  read  with  satisfaction.  The  Ajnerican  flag  is  fl  jing  once  mor 
over  that  old  city,  raised  by  the  hands  of  its  own  peoj^e,  who  resisted  t^ 
appeals,  threats,  and  falsehoods  of  their  leaders,  though  compelled,  to  witne^ 
the  carrying  off  of  their  sons  in  the  ranks  of  the  flying  enemy.  This  gives  i 
possession  of  a  second  national  fort  of  strength  and  importance. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received,  by  the  Isaac  Smiths  a  report  fnn 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  of  his  operations  on  the  St.  John's  hvti^ 
giving  details  of  great  interest.  From  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson 
hear  with  regret  of  acts  of  vandalism  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  eommanden  (d< 
the  people)  in  setting  fire  to^ast  quantities  of  lumber,  and  the  saw-mills  in  thi 
region,  owned  by  northern  men  supposed  to  have  Union  sympathies.  The  Isu 
Smfth  has  arrived  opportunely,  as  that  vessel  can  get  into  St.  Augustine,  vhii 
it  was  doubtful  whether  the  Huron  could  enter.  The  latter  I  send  to  E^nui 
dina,  with  despatches  to  Brigadier  Grenerd  Wright. 

In  all  this  varied  and  difficult  service,  having  to  contend  with  suif  ^horpi 
dangerous  bars,  and  inland  navigation  in  an  enemy's  country,  I  think  it  dae  t 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  to  say  that  they  have  on  all  occsfioii 
displayed  great  spirit  and  ability,  fully  coming  up  to  my  requirements  and  a 
pectations. 

Very  reftpectftdly, 

S.  F.  DUPONT,  Flag'Oficer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  . 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Pawnee, 
Femandina,  March  4, 1S62. 

^  Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  2d  of  March,  I  left  at  daylight  on  tlij 
next  morning,  accompanied  by  the.  following  gunboats  and  other  ught-draugU 
vessels,  viz:  the  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens;  Seoer^ 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen;  Huron,  Lieutenant  Commanding  H 
Downes;  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Bankhead;  Isaac  Sniiti^ 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson ;  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commandl 
ing  T.  A.  Budd;  Potomska,  Lieutenant  Commandmg  P.  O.  Watmoagh;  au 
Ellen,  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  Budd.  There  were  also  with  us  three  amt^ 
launches  of  the  Wabash,  and  a  company  of  sailors,  all  under  the  commaod  »| 
Commander  C.  B.  P.  Bodgers,  t)f  that  vessel,  as  well  as  the  transports  ^^^^j 
Ian,  Captain  Gray,  on  boani  of  which  was  the  battalion  of  marines  of  M^^^r  ^\ 
G.  Reynolds ;  the  Boston,  with  the  97th  Pennsylvania  regiment.  Colonel  Ga>^  j 
and  the  ai^ned  cutter  Henrietta,  Captain  Bennett. 

We  proceeded  at  once  down  Cumberland  sound.*  The  navigation,  howemi 
proved  to  be  quite  intricate,  and,  besides,  the  Pawnee#  the  Ottawa,  and  Burud 
(the  latter  the  only  one  with  a  pilot  except  myself)  were  alone  able  to  cros«  w^ 
flats  at  the  dividing  line  between  the  tides  that  meet  in  the  sound  from  iU 
north  and  south. 

With  these  I  continued  on,  until,  at  3  o'clock,  and  when  only  three  miles  ai^^ 
taut  from  Fort  Clinch,  all  except  the  Ottawa  grounded,  and,  as  tbe  tide^^ 
falling,  there  was  little  hope  of  getting  them  off  until  its  chaqse.  I  determiofj^'' 
thererore,  to  push  on  in  that  Vessel,  with  the  three  armed  launches  of  tk 
Wabash.    On  approaching  iFort  Clinch,  it  was  so  evidently  deserted  tb<t  < 
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nM  not  stop,  but  merely  sent  Lieutenant  G.  M.  White,  of  the  Ottawa,  on 
^ore  with  an  armed  boat  to  hoist  the  American  flag  there  as  a  signal  to  your- 
hlf.  al  anchor  ontside  in  the  Mohican.  This  he  did,  and  returned  to  the  vessel 
ilcr. 

On  coming  in  sight  of  Old  Femandina  a  white  flag  was  displayed  by  some 
prsona  on  shore.  Shortly  after,  and  when  passing  New  Femandina,  a  few 
ille  ehots  were  fired  from  some  bnshes,  and  a  railroad  train  was  perceived  just 
tarting.  Aft  it  was  naturally  supposed  to  contain  soldiers  escaping,  I  directed 
ieutcnant  Oommanding  Stevens  to  try  and  stop  it;  and  the  roaa  passing  for 
ome  distance  near  the  river,  and  we  going  at  full  speed,  there  was  an  oppor- 
uiitv  of  firing  several  shots  at  the  two  locomotives  attached  to  the  train,  which, 
loworer,  did  not  prevent  its  escape  across  the  railroad  bridge,  which  is  four 
liliw  from  the  town,  and  it  was  soon  lost  in  the  woods  on  the  other  side.  We 
fterwaids  found  on  the  track  the  bodies  of  two  men  who  had  been  killed  by 
iir  ebots,  one  of  whom  was  a  soldier ;  and  the  report  was  that  ex-Senator 
fuke  was  on  board  one  of  the  cars,  and  had  ako  been  struck,  but  this,  I  think, 
r^ft  a  mistake. 

In  the  mean  time  a  small  steamer  was  discovered  attempting  to  escape  up  the 
MiTDw  creek  over  which  the  railioad  bridge  passes,  the  draw  of  which  she  went 
liningh  very  soon' after  the  train  had  crossed.  Several  shots  were  fired  at  her 
riihout  effect,  and  as  the  Ottawa  could  not  go  up  the  creek.  Commander 
Mgers  followed  her  with  two  of  hi^  armed  boats^  captttred,  and  brought  her 
alongside.  She  was  found  to  be  filled  principally  with  women  and  children, 
bQt  aldo  had  on  board  a  surgeon  in  the  confederate  army,  afrd  a  number  of  mules 
Uid  wagons  belonging  to  the  quartermaster's  department. 

As  everything  had  been  done  now  that  could  be  in  this  direction,  and  as  it 

w  quite  dark,  being  near  8  o'clock,  we  returned  off  the  town  of  Femandina, 

vhere  I  left  the  Ottawa,  and  went  on  board  of  the  steamer  that  we  had  captured, 

for  the  purpose  of  returning  with  a  pilot  to  bring  up  the  Pawnee  and  Huron. 

^Q  after.  Commander  Rodgers,  with  the  Ottawa,  proceeded  to  occupy  the 

tovQ  of  St.  Mary's,  Georgia,  a  small  place  on  the  St.  Mary's  river,  distant  ten 

mile«  from  here,  and  where  we  supposed  some  of  the  guns  removed  irom  Fort 

Clinch  had  been  taken.    ^ 

^^mg  to  various  detentions,  I  was  not  able  to  reach  the  Pawnee  until  mid- 

&ii^tt  Dor  to  bring  her  up  till  daylight,  when,  with  the  Huron,  I  anchored  off 

tliia  town.    During  the  night  an  armed  latLnch  of  the  Wabash,  under  charge 

"I  Acting  Master  R.  H.  Lfionson,  had  been  left  for  the  protection  of  the  railroad 

bndj^  die  draw  of  which  had  been  opened.     Toward  morning,  however,  a 

bomber  of  soldiers  came  down,  and,  under  cover  of  the  bushes,  set  the  Anther 

'•od  on  fire.    They  were  repeatedly  fired  on,  and  driven  off,  but'  succeeded  in 

r<^*  Qsuch  injuring  its  western  portion.     On  seeing  the  smoke,  I  sent  the 

HnniQ  Qp  to  prevent  the  remaining  part  from  being  injured,  in  which  Lieutenant 

(.'onmuLoding  Downes  was  successful. 

'Hie  batteries  on  and  near  Fort  Clinch,  on  the  southern  part  of  Cumberland 
^^^t  and  at  New  Femandina,  although  many  guns  had  been  removed,  might 
>^vf  offered  most  serious  obstacles  to  our  approach,  as  will  be  seen  by  my 
fl'Ufled  report  of  them.  They  were,  however,  being  rapidly  disarmed,  in  obe- 
<LHnice  to  orders  from  the  War  •  Department,  but  it  was  determined  to  defend 
them  from  any  attack  by  sea  until  the  place  could  be  regularly  evacuated;  and 
^  har  being  a  very  intricate  one,  and  well  under  fire,  they  might  have  given 
^  ft  great  deal  of  trouble  had  our  advance  been  made  from  that  side. 

At  8  o'clock  of  the  night  previous  to  my  arrival,  however,  (the  2d,)  a  tele- 
gT»m  came  from  Brunswick,  mentioning  that  24  of  our  armed  vessels  were  in 
^uuberUnd  sound.  This  news  seems  to  have  produced  a  perfect  panic,  as  by 
12  o'clock  the  next  day,  -the  garrison,  which  consisted  of  1,500  men,  as  well  as 
'luK^t  all  of  the  inhabitants,  had  gone  off. 
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Sbortly  after  bringing  ap  Uie  Pawnee,  and  at  about  7  o'clock  this  morning,  I 
occupied  the  town  with  our  marines  and  the  Wabash's  company  of  rifle»,  an 
endeavored  as  much  as  possible  to  quiet  the  few  people  left,  and  to  prcTent  as 
injury  to  public  or  private  property.     Midshipman  M.  L.  Johnson  pushed  alo 
the  railroad  with  some  of  his  men,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  brought  in  tw 
locomotives  and  three  railroad  cars.     He  also  collected  and  put  a  gtiard  ovct 
quantity  of  rosin,  turpentine,  and  cotton,  to  prevent  it  from  being  carried  off  < 
injured.    At  9  o'clock  the  Isaac  Smith  arrived,  when  I  immediately  sent  bt 
out  to  communicate  with  your  vessel,  which  she  met,  however,  on  the  waj  in. 
The  report  of  Commander  Bodgers  accompanies  this,  as  well  as  a  descriptii' 
of  the  defences  of  the  harbor  and  their  armament.     In  conclusion,  I  have  oiil 
to  express  the  great  obligations  I  am  under  to  Commander  Kodgers  and  lieu 
tenant  Commanding  Stevens.     Except  for  the  former  and  his  boats,  we  sho^il 
scarcely  have  been  able  to  capture  the  steamer;  kai  had  it  not  been  for  tb( 
constant  watchfulness  and  good  management  of  the  latter,  bis  vessel  would  w. 
have  been  able  to  follow  th&  Pawnee  so  far  as  she  did  without  a  pilot,  and  ibu? 
at  last,  enable  us  to  act  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  instead  of  waiting  for  tbi 
next  morning,  which  would,  otherwise  have  been  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON, 
Commander,  Commanding^  the  Paitnte. 
Ekg-Officer  S.  F.  DcPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S,  Steamer  Mohican,  Femandina  Harbor* 


Unitbd  States  Stbai^ibr  Pawnee, 

Femandina,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  after  leaving  the  Ottawa  I  entered  King*l-\v' 
cut,  and  proceeding  rapidly  to  the  railroad  bridge,  witH  the  second  launch  of  tb< 
Wabash,  passed  through  the  draw,  and,  just  after  dark,  captured  the  i»te^t' 
Darlington,  which  was  endeavoring  to  escape  from  Femandina  with  miiit^ 
wagons,  mules,  forage,  &c. 

On  board  were  several  passengers,  with  their  baggage,  and  among  them  ^ 
sistant  Surgeon  H.  G.  Lungren,  of  the  confederate  forces.  We  also  captured  a 
small  schooner.  I  left  the  second  launch  of  the  Wabash  to  secure  the  dra^^* 
bridge  and  hold  the  passage  during  the  night. 

As  soon  as  the  prizes  could  be  taken  to  Femandina  I  left  that  place  in  tu<e 
Ottawa,  with  the  armed  cutters  of  the  Wabash,  and  reached  the  town  of  M- 
Mary's  soon  after  midnight,  which  we  at  once  proceeded  to  occupy.  At  »' ' 
time  of  our  airival  the  place  was  held  by  a  picket  of  cavalry,  which  made  itv 
escape ;  but  we  seized  their  horses  and  equipments.  The  greater  part  of  li^^ 
inhabitants  had  left  the  town ;  some,  however,  remain. 

Leaving  the  Ottawa  and  one  of  the  cuttett»  of  the  Wabash  in  possession  of  ^t• 
Mary's,  I  have  returned  to  Femandina.  I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Stevens  for  very  cordial  and  efficient  co-operation.  Assistant  W.  H.  ^^^'^ 
nis,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  accompanied  me  to  St.  Mary's,  and  rendered  me  mu"' 
valuable  aid. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  KODGEES,  CcmmaMitf- 

Commander  Pbbcival  Dbavton, 

United  StaUe  Navy. 
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• 

Extract  from  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  SteveTU,  of  the  Ottawa, 

United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

St.  Mary' 9  River,  March  7,  1862. 

*  

Sir  :  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Isaac  Smith  at  St.  Mary's,  I  proceeded  in  this 
^««fl,  under  your  instructions,  on  a  reconnoissance  up  the  St.  Mary's  river,  and 
«cbed  a  place  called  Woodstock  Mills,  about  fifty  miles  from  this  place,  land- 
i^  at  the  plantation  of  a  Mrs.  Campbell  and  that  of  a  Mrs.  Downes,  at  a  place 
kJled  the  Brickyard,  and  at  Woodstock  Mills,  owned  and  occupied  by  a  Mr. 
libnrti,  notifying  those  whom  I  met  (which  seemed  to  reassure  them)  of  your 
lUiition  to  protect  all  peaceable  citizens  in  their  persons  and  property,  and 
ivlting  those  who  had  fled  to  return  to  their  homes. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  communication  I  left  with  Mrs.  Campbell 
od  Judge  Alburti,  to  signify  the  same  to  the  people  generally.  Before  leaving 
rrtrxidtock  Mills  I .  learned  through  a  negro  tljat  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
•'Wlx  to  cat  us  off  with  their  light  batteries  and  infantry  of  the  Mississippi  regi- 
ment which  had  been  stationed  here. 

When  near  the  Brickyard  the  enemy's  riflemen  attacked  us  in  force  from 
)')ih  ndes  of  the  river.  I  opened  upon  diem  with  our  battery,  using  grape  and 
m^utr,  and  small  arms,  killing  and  wounding  a  large  number.  The  firo  was 
Lrpt  Qp  from  both  sides  of  the  river,  (here  about  one  hundred  yards  wide,)  lor 
Jxmt  a  mile,  after  which  we  saw  nor  heard  anything  more  of  them  until  just 
^ve  the  plantation  of  Mrs.  Campbell,  when,  discovering  a  large  body  of  cav- 
ilfT  about  twelve  hundred  yards  ahead  of  us,  I  threw  a  few  second  11-inch 
»b{]is  among  them,  when  they  fled  in  great  haste  and  confusion.  Passing  down, 
thf'n  about  three  miles  further,  just  where  it  debouches  into  the  marshes,  we 
dlffovered  in  the  anibush  a  body  of  the  enemy,  and  before  they  had  time  to  fire 
pvi*  themaroimd  from  the  11-inch,  loaded  with  canister,  the  two  24-pound 
Dovitxere,  and  the  12-pound  howitzer  of  the  Wabash,  (which  I  had  taken  on 
^^^  before  leaving,)  which  was  worked  admirably,  as.  Indeed,  all  the  guns 
*w?.    Very  few  of  the  enemy  escaped  this  destructive  fire. 

I  f>oclo8e  herewith  a  list  of  the  casualties  which  occurred  on  bodrd  from -the 
snj  of  the  enemy,  which  was  very  accurate,  as  the  various  narrow  escapes  of  both 
v^cere  and  men,  and  the  numerous  bullet-holes  in  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  will 
i^Hify.  I  am  informed  that  some  distance  beyond  the  point  I  reached  there  are 
W^  quantities  of  turpentine  on  board  of  two  steamers.  The  steamers  cannot 
fc'cape.. 

I  !*aw  also  on  the  bank  of  the  river  the  live-oak  fitime,  complete,  of  a  ship  of 
I.*^  tons  ready  for  shipment,  and  a  schooner,  in  very  good  oi*der,  of  about  100 
tun* ;  but  as  the  river  is  very  narrow,  and  the  turns  following  each  other  in 
'{uick  succession,  sharp  and  abrupt,  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  attempt  to 
v^w  down  with  so  long  a  vessel. 

The  live-oak  abounds  for  many  miles  along  the  river.  I  am  quite  confident 
«wt  oTir  visit  will  be  productive  of  good  both  to  those  well  disposed  and  to  our 
'^^^nief,  who  have  been  taught  a  lesson  they  will  not  soon  forget  From  my 
'•W^rratlon,  such  a  thing,  as  free  speech  among  them  is  a  tradition,  and  the  reign 
"f  tfnxir  rules  everywhere.  Still,  those  I  saw  were  very  grateful  for  the  assur- 
^«>«  given,  and  1  doubt  not  many  of  them  will  avail  themselves  of  our 
I*'4*ction. 

bmally,  permit  m%  to  commend  to  you  the  good  conduct,  uniform  throughout, 
<•  v)(h  omeers  and  men,  and  to  thank,  through  you,  Midshipman  Pearson,  of 
^  Wabash,  who  commanded  her  cutter,  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  was 
"'ije,  m  fire  and  out  of  fire,  ready  to  render.  ^ 

Very  respectfully 

T.  H.  STEVENS,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 
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United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Si.  Mary's  River,  March  7,  1862. 

Captain  Stevens,  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Ottawa,  is  authorized  1 
Flag-Officer  DuPont  to  assure  the  peaceable  citizens  living  on  the  banks  of  ^ 
Mary's  river  that  they  will  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property;  that 
is  his  desire  they  should  return  to  their  homes,  where  nobody  will  come  iie) 
to  harm  them. 

T.  H.  STEVENS, 

liieuienant  CofmrnoMdimg. 


United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

SL  Mary'9,  Ga.,  March  6,  1S62 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  report  of  those  wounded  in  the  action  this  momk 
by  the  confederate  riflemen :  John  De  Gordy,  master's  mate,  seriousljT  (rii 
shot  through  the  upper  third  of  left  arm,  the  bone  not  being  broken ;)  J. 
Roberts,  oi^inary  seaman,  slightly,  (rifle  shot  in  the  right  wrist,  ball  extracteil 
Michael  Graig,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly,  (rifle  shot  in  the  calf  of  right  \*.t 
Benjamin  F.  Ripley,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly,  (rifle  shot  cmahed  hie  i< 
thumb.)  These  men  are  all  doing  well. 
Very  respectfully, 

GHARLES  0.  GARPENTER. 

Aniitant  Surgecm, 
Oaptain  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Commanding  OUatoa. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  12,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  crossed  the  bar  with  some  difficulty,  in  obedience  to  voi^ 
orders,  I  approached  St.  Augustine  tmder  a  flag  of  truce,  and  &h  I  drew  oe^ 
the  city  a  white  flag  was  hoisted  upon  one  of  the  bastions  of  Fort  Marioij 
Landing  at  the  wharf,  and  inquiring  for  the  chief  authority,  I  was  soon  joiot' 
by  the  mayor  and  conducted  to  the  city-hall,  where  the  municipal  authoritif 
were  assembled. 

I  informed  them  that,  having  come  to  restore  the  authority  of  the  UnH 
States,  you  had  deemed  it  more  kind  to  send  an  unarmed  boat  to  inform  M 
citizens  of  your  determination  than  to  occupy  the  town  at  once  by  force  i>! 
arms ;  that  you  were  desirous  to  calm  any  apprehension  of  harsh  treament  tli«il 
might  exist  in  their  minds,  and  that  you  should  carefully  respect  the  pereouj 
and  property  of  all  citizens  who  submitted  to  the  authority  of  the  United  SutoSj 
that  you  had  a  single  purpose— to  restore  the  state  oi  afifairs  irhich  exi^td 
before  tte  rebellion. 

I  informed  the  municipal  authorities  that  so  long  as  they  respected  tbe  «Qi 
thority  of  the  government  we  serve,  and  acted  in  good  faith,  municipal  a^<^ 
would  be  left  in  their  own  hands,  so  far  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  exige^i 
cies  of  the  times.  The  mavor  and  council  then  informed  me  that  the  pla^  ^^ 
been  evacuated  the  preceoing  night  by  two  companies  of  Florida  troopai  9M 
that  they  gladly  received  the  assurances  I  gave  them,  and  placed  the  city  m  ^f 
hands.  I  recommended  them  to  hoist  the  flag  of  the  Union  at  once,  and,  iil 
prompt  accordance  with  the  advice,  by  ord^  of  the  mayor,  the  national  eu^i^u 
was  displayed  from  the  flagst^  of  the  fort. 
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The  major  proposed  to  torn  over  to  me  the  five  cannon  mounted  at  the  fort, 
rbich  are  in  good  condition,  and  not  spiked,  and  also  the  few  munitions  of  war 
I'd  by  the  retreating  enemy.  I  desired  him  to  take  charge  of  them  for  the 
irc^eot,  to  make  card^  inventories,  and  establish  a  patrol  and  guard,  informing 
lim  that  he  would  be  held  responsible  for  the  place  until  our  forces  should  enter 
hf  harbor.  I  called  upon  the  clergymen  of  the  city,  requesting  them  to  rcas- 
nrp  the  people,  and  to  confide  in  our  kind  intentions  toward  them.  About 
l.'SOO  persons  remain  in  St.  Augustine,  about  one-fifth  of  the  inhabitants  having 
Ini.  I  believe  that  there  are  many  citizens  who  are  earnestly  attached  to  the 
rnion*  a  large  number  who  are  silently  opposed  to  it,  and  a  still  larger  number 
I  ho  care  very  little  about  the  matter. 

1  think  that  nearly  all  the  men  acquiesce  in  the  condition  of  afiairs  we 
tff  DOW  establishing.  There  is  much  violent  and  pestilent  feeling  among  the 
tomen.  They  seem'  to  mistake  treason  for  courage,  and  have  a  theatrical  desire 
Ut  figure  as  heroines.  Their  minds  have  doubtless  been  fiUed  with  the  felse- 
knie  60  industriously  circulated  in  regard  to  the  lust  and  hatred  of  our  troops. 
» hi  the  night  before  our  arrival  a  party  of  women  assembled  in  front  of  the  bar- 
nt'kfi  and  cut  down  the  flagstaff,  in  order  that  it  might  not  be  used  to  support 
the  1)1(1  flag.  The  men  seemed  anxious  to  conciliate  in  every  way.  There  is  a 
prt^l  KSKity  of  provisions  in  the  place.  There  seems  to  be  no  money  except 
die  vretched  paper  currency  of  the  rebellion,  and  much  poverty  exists.  In  the 
vat.'r-battery  at  the  fort  are  three  fine  army  32-pounders.  of  7,000  pounds,  and 
two  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers  of  5,600  pounds,  with  shot  and  some  powder. 
There  are  a  number  of  very  old  guns  in  the  fort,  useless,  and  not  mounted, 
ts'rcral  good  guns  were  taken  awav  some  months  ago  to  arm  batteries  at 
other  harbors.  The  garrison  of  the  place  went  from  St.  Augustine  at  midnight 
VQ  the  10th  for  Smyrna,  where  are  said  to  be  about  eight  hundred  troops,  a  bat- 
UTT,  the  steamer  Carolina,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

I  am  led  to  believe  that  Mosquito  inlet,  upon  which  Smyrna  is  situated,  has 
h<vn  much  used  for  the  introduction  of  arms  from  the  Bahamas.  It  is  very  posl- 
tivi'lj  stated  that  the  governor  has  ordered  the  abandonment  of  East  Florida* 
u><i  proposes  to  make  a  stand  near  Apalachicola. 

^Vq  I  attempted  to  return  to  tne  Wabash,  at  5  p.  m.,  the  breakers' had 
Wome  so  heavy  as  to  render  the  bar  absolutely  impassable,  though  I  had 
»*^-<ired  the  services  of  the  best  pilot  in  the  port.  X  crossed  them  this  morning 
^ith  much  difficulty,  having  remained  in  the  town  all  night. 

Mr.  Dennis,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  who  accompanied  me,  rendered  me  much 
Viloable  aid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  P.  RODGERS,  Cummander. 

Plag-OfEcer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.   C.  Rhind  of  reconnoisMance  at  Bear's 

bluff. 

Flaq-Ship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine^  Florida,  March  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  another  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant 
CnramaQ^g  ^  Q^  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  giving  information  of  a  daring  re- 
^^&noiB«aiiee  made  at  Bear's  bluff  by  that  officer  and  Lieutenant  Prentiss. 
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When  relieved  from  the  presnn^  importance  of  secaring  this  part  of  the  coa 
I  purpose  to  pay  special  attention  to  Edisto. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Offic^^  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Cbusadeb, 
North  Edisto,  March  3,  1S62. 

Sir  :  On  the  23d  instant  I  received  information  that  the  enemy  were  buildi-j 
a  battery  at  Bear's  bluff,  opposite  White  Point  On  the  night  of  the  24th.  & 
companied  by  Lieutenant  Prentiss,  I  went  up  in  our  dingey,  with  three  men.  an 
landed  without  being  discovered  by  the  miard.  Lieutenant  PrentiBS  and  1  -k* 
up  and  found  the  battery  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  looking  about  us,  di&c/)ve 
the  magazine ;  found  two  of  the  picket  guard  asleep  in  it,  got  one  musket  fr>: 
beside  them  without  awakening  them,  returned  to  the  boat,  and  brought  up  t 
of  the  men  to  secure  them.  In  doing  so,  I  regret  to  say,  one  of  them  wsuf  ph: 
through  the  head  and  instantly  killed,  the  pistol  in  my  hand  goine  off  acciil>-b^ 
ally  in  the  struggle.  We  carried  both  to  the  boat,  and  escaped  without  JL 
covery. 

The  picket  guard  at  the  battery  that  night  consisted  of  fifteen  infantry  as 
two  mounted  men,  in  command  of  a  lieutenant,  so  the  surviving  prisoner  sts^^'i 
We  buried  the  other  properly  the  next  day  near  the  camp  of  the  47tb  regi 
ment.  His  name  was  Joseph  A.  Wilson,  company  C,  Moore's  battalion,  si4 
tioned  .at  Church  Flats;  the  other,  now  onboard  this  vessel,  is  William  ij 
£vins,  from  Babun  county,  Georgia,  of  the  same  company.  According  to  hij 
account,  there  are  two  regiments  at  Church  Flats,  sending  pickets  out  regalarl 
to  Rockville,  Bear's  bluff,  and  other  points  on  the  east  side  of  the  river ;  tfi^ 
men  ill-fed,  not  paid  or  clothed,  and  hadly  treated.  Wilson  was  from  Pickci) 
district.  South  Carolina.  The  musket  we  have  taken  from  them  is  of  the  £u 
field  pattern,  has  the  Tower  mark,  date  1861.  Both  cartridge-boxes  cont&iutc 
Ely's  London  stamped  cartridges. 

I  dent  a  boat,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Prentiss,  into  Bockville  on  the  nig:^i 
of  the  28th ;  but  they  were  discovered,  though  proceeding  cautiously,  and  ^ 
volley  fired  into  them  as  they  touched  the  shore,  without  hitting  any  one,  hov^ 
ever.  Having  orders  to  return,  if  discovered;  they  withdrew.  The  bad  weaibf^ 
to-day  prevented  my  going  up  the  river,  as  I  intended. 

We  have  picked  up  several  contrabands  firom  the  east  side  lately ;  one,  coming 
from  Charleston,  reached  here  by  way  of  John's  island  in  twenty-four  homl 
Though  arrested  by  a  picket  and  detained  on  the  way,  he  succeeded  in  escaping 
agaiti  at  night. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C:  RHIND, 
Lieutenant  Commanding' 

S.  F.  DuPoNT, 

Flag' Officer  %  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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^lag-Officer  DuTont  encloses  report  of  Comrnander  S.  W.  Godon  of  his  visit 

to  Brunswickt  Georgia,  ^ 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Of  St.  John's,  Florida,  March  19,  1862. 

8iB :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department,  in  my  communication  of  the 
3d)  instant,  that  I  had  despatched  a  division  of  my  force  to  Brunswick,  under 
/ommander  S.  W.  Godon,  consisting  of  the  Mohican,^  the  Pocahontas,  and 
b«  Potomska.  These  vessels  crossed  St  Simon's  har  on  the  8th  instant,  and 
incbored  at  simdowu  within  two  miles  of  the  forts  commanding  the  channel. 

ihi  the  following  morning  Commander  GK)don,  with  his  division,  moved  past 
he  batteries,  which  he  soon  discovered  had  been  abandoned,  and  immediately 
irnt  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  with  three  armed  boats,  to  take  possession 
i  the  Katteries  on  St  Simon's  island,  and  Lieutenant  Henry  Miller,  of  the  Mo- 
ueao,  with  a  suitable  force,  to  take  possession  of  the  works  on  Jekyl  island. 

On  St  Simon's  island  .were  two  batteries,  consisting  of  strong  earthworks, 
lod  80  arranged  as  to  command  the  approach  to  St.  Simon's  sound.  There  were 
twelve  embrasures  and  numerous  well-constructed  magazines.  No  guns  were 
Ktrre  mounted,  but  a  ten-inch  solid  shot  found  near  indicated  the  calibre  of  some 
:f  tbexD. 

f>n  Jekyl  island  were  also  two  batteries,  of  much  greater  strength,  however. 
Ihe  one  furthest  seaward,  and  commanding  the  main  channel,  was  a  bomb-proof 
vTiirk*  constructed  of  palmetto  logs,  sand  bags,  and  railroad  iron,  well  supported 
in<i  braced  from  the  interior  with  massive  timbers.  It  had  mounted  three  case- 
mated  guns,  though  these,  their  carriages,  and  all  ammunition,  had  been  removed. 
The  other  battery,  five  hundred  yards  landward,  consisted  of  two  casemates 
&nd  xn  eaxthwork  capable  of  mounting  four  guns  en  barbette,  A  magazine  and 
•  biit-^ltot  furnace  were  attached.  Both  St.  Simon's  and  Je^l  islands  had  been 
deserted. 

After  examining  the  batteries,  the  vessels  passed  up  the  sound  to  Brunswick 
rati  anchored  off  the  town.  A  fire  was  observed  near  the  wharf,  which  proved 
to  be  the  railroad  depot  and  wharf,  the  work  of  retiring  soldiers.  Lieutenant 
Cnminanding  Balch,  with  a  large  force,  covered  by  the  guns  of  the  Potomska, 
iuded  at  Brunswick  without  any  show  of  opposition,  and  hoisted  the  American. 
%  on  the  *•  Oglethorpe  House." 

The  town  was  entirely  deserted,  and  nearly  all  property  which  could  be  re- 
tooved  had  been  taken  away.  The  lenses  belonging  to  the  light-house  at  St. 
.Andrew's  and  the  light-house  at  St.  Simon's  fthe  latter  building  having  been 
destroyed  by  the  rebels)  could  not,  after  careful  search,  be  discovered  ;  the  chan- 
Bf^I  booys  for  the  river  are  still  there,  but  out  of  place. 

Proclamations  were  posted  on  several  public  buildings  urging  the  inhabitants 
to  Mum  to  their  homes,  and  promising  protection  to  the  property  of  all  good 
ciiizeDS,  and  the  landing  party  then  retired  to  their  vessels. 

Nothing  waa  removed  from  any  of  the  houses,  the  men  under  Lieutenant 
Bilch's  command  carefully  abstaining  from  injuring  or  taking  away  the  private 
^tcts  of  the  inhabitants.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  Commander  Godon's  interesting 
Import, 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

8.  F.  DUPONT,  Flag' Officer. 

Hon.  GiDBOif  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  .  • 
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United  States  Steamer  Mohican, 

Off  Brumwick,  Georgia^  March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  yonr  order  of  ^Lrrt 
5f  I  left  Femandina  on  the  morning  of  the  8th»  accompanied  bj  the  Poc& 
hontas,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  and  the  Potonuika»  Acting  LieutroAi; 
Commanding  Watmongh,  and  crossed  Femandina  bar  with  just  vater  eDot^b 
to  comfortably  float  this  ship,  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  St.  Simon's  bar,a;.<: 
reached  it  at  dead  low  water,  passing  it,  and  getting  into  St.  Simon's  chaaor. 
through  which  I  carried  about  seventeen  feet  to  within  two  miles  of  the  f4«n-, 
which  we  could  plainly  see,  commanding  St.  Simon's  entrance.  { 

Here,  at  sundown,  I  anchored  for  the  night  After  dark  I  shifted  the  jh.- 
chorage  of  the  ship,  to  alter  the  range  of  any  guns  that  might  be  left  in  :h« 
batteries.  At  daylight  made  preparations  to  pass  the  batteries*  and  at  sunn^. 
weighed  anchoi:  and  stood  in.  Soon  discovered  that  the  batteries  were  evideir.S' 
abandoned,  and  anchored  my  little  force  inside  and  beyond  range  of  the  ^ja-. 
and  made  signal  to  land  from  the  vessels.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balrh.  i 
the  Pocahontas,  with  three  boats,  took  possession  of  the  fort  on  St.  Sim>iQ 
island,  consisting  of  strong  earthworks  of  considerable  extent  and  having  LaJ 
eleven  guns  mounted.  Some  solid  10-inch  shot  found  in  the  for);  would  indie;)! 
the  calibre  of  some  of  the  guns  there.  I  enclose  a  detailed  report  of  that  l.^i 
tery  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch.  Lieutenant  Miller,  of  this  ship,  At  :h 
same  time  occupied  the  fort  on  Jekyl  island,  which  was,  it  seems,  a  much  strnnir^'^ 
position.  It  was  a  sand-work,  with  five  casemates  finished,  covered  with  ri^N 
road  iron  and  very  well  built,  and  two  unfinished  casemates,  the  iron  rails  ivadv 
to  be  put  up.  These  two  forts  commanded  the  channel  for  a  long  distance,  M 
their  fire  crossed  the  entrance,  which  is  about  a  mile  (or  a  little  more)  wi'ir 
Once  the  batteries  were  passed,  they  could  offer  but  little  difficulty,  as  in  6^c| 
minutes  the  guns  of  the  vessels  would  have  enfiladed  them,  and  could  even  in 
directly  in  the  rear ;  but  they  would  have  given  k  number  of  veseeU*  pe^fJ* 
trouble  in  getting  beyond  them.  I  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Miilcr  "ii 
the  fort  on  Jekyl  island. 

As  soon  as  the  boats  returned  I  went  on  the  Potomska,  and  proceeded  in  h<  r 
up  the  river  to  Brunswick.  So  soon  as  we  opened  the  town  to  view  a  he^vv 
fire  commenced  at  the  wharf,  and,  at  the  same  moment,  we  perceived  the  r«ilroa<i 
cars  moving  at  full  speed  in  the  woods.  I  at  once  determined  to  bring  up  tli' 
ships  and  place  myself  off  the  town,  in  hopes  of  preventing  by  my  pivR'uu- 
the  place  from  being  burned,  and  I  at  once  returned  in  the  Potomska,  as  1  hr** 
the  pilot  with  me.  Both  the  Mohican  and  Pocahontas  were  under  way  before  I 
reached  them,  and  we  proceeded  to  Brunswick,  off  which  place  I  anchon*<i  ^ 
the  sun  went  down.  The  cars  had  returned,  but  again  started  at  our  apprai^))- 
The  Pocahontas  anchored  opposite  the  t6wn,  but  outside  of  Buszard  B<*'''' 
island ;  the  Potomska  still  higher  up,  and  her  guns  commanded  the  railro^id  I'f* 
yond  the  town.  The  following  morning  I  sent  the  Potomska  into  the  bmiu^b 
opposite  the  town.  Neither  this  ship  nor  the  Pocahontas  can  well  get  iut  a?  ^^ 
high  water  only  twelve  feet  was  found  in  the  bulkhead,  and  between  the  wbai! 
and  Buzzard  Roost  island  the  river  is  but  about  four  hundred  feet  wide. 

With  the  Potomska,  Lieutenant  Bdlch  took  chaige  of  a  landing  party,  cou- 
sisting  of  twenty-five  marines  from  this  ship  and  the  Pocaliontas,  and  c^>» 
12-pounder  guns,  with  forty  riflemen  from  the  different  vessels,  landed*  a^*" 
hoisted  the  flag.  The  place  was  deserted,  and  most  of  the  furniture  of  ihf 
houses  removed;  still  there  was  much  private  property  about,  some  in  seowt*  on 
the  wharf,  ready  to  be  removed.  After  a  careful  examinatioa  of  sucli  bmldii^ 
as  might  be  supposed  to  contain  public  property,  and  a  careful  survey  w&«  Ir*^^* 
I  vipited  the  town,  and  then  directed  the  command  to  return  to  the  ship;  iia>v.^ 
posted  a  notice  urging  the  inhabitants  to  return,  and  promising  nrotedioin  iv  ^i 
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Ttnertv  for  all  good  citizens.  I  enclose  *  Lieutenant  Batch's  report  of  his 
iiding,,  &c.  Nothing  in  the  place  was  touched  hj  the  landing  party,  and  such 
>u:»05  as  were  not  open  were  not  even  entered.  I  sincerely  hope  that  at  least 
ini<»  good  citizens  may  he  found  willing  to  resume  their  homes  under  my 
iblic  notice,  and  I  shall  not  allow  the  place  to  he  visited  except  on  duty. 

The  fire  we  noticed  was  the  work  of  retiring  soldiers,  and  proved  to  be  the 
t»lrt»ad  depot  and  wharf  The  lenses  belonging  to  the  light-house  were  not 
mid ;  the  channel  buoys  for  the  river  are  in  the  river,  but  out  of  place,  and 
it  light-house  destroyed.  The  town  is  closely  surrounded  by  woods,  is 
I'uerftily  well  built,  and  extends  over  a  considerable  space.  Several  contra- 
wild  have  come  Ai  board*.  Soldiers  are  said  to  be  in  the  woods,  not  very 
Utxnt,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  are  said  to  be  about  fourteen  or  sixteen 
alt -5  back,  encamped.  I  have  sent  the  Potomska  and  Pocahontas  up  the  river, 
■  far  a£i  they  could  go,  to  reconnoitre.  There  is  a  schooner  of  considerable 
iz«;  on  the  stocks  unfinished.     Fires  have  been  burning  about  us,  but  I"  believe 

\*.  the  bmsh  being  consumed ;  nor  have  I  noticed,  as  far  as  the  people  are 
(>n<?rrrned,  that  they  are  willing  to  follow  the  advice  of  Messrs.  Toombs  and 
Nilib,  by  placing  the  torch  in  the  hands  of  the  children  to  consume  their 
foperty.  All  that  is  done  in  that  way  seems  to  be  done  by  the  order  of 
iiiliurj  commanders,  who,  having  no  local  interest  in  the  neighborhood  of  their 
»;rnmands,  have  the  heroism  to  consume  the  property  in  which  they  have  no 
atmetliate  interest. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer, 
f  kg-Officer  S.  F.  DdPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Fh^' Officer  DuPont  reports  a  dastardly  attack  on  a  boat's  crew  of  the  Poca- 
hontas on  the  ilth  Marchf  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Of  St,  John's,  Florida,  March  20,  1862. 

H<ft:  I  have  to  inform  the  department  that  I  have  heard  from  Commander 
ii'Aoxk  of  a  dastardly  and  concealed  attack  made  upon  a  boat's  crew  of  the 
i*"c.thonta8. 

A?  I  have  informed  the  department.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch  visited  * 
*h   town  of  Brunswick  without  anywhere  discovering  an  enemy.     A  recon- 
Mt^^^Qce  had  also  been  made  for  some  miles  up  Turtle  creek  with  the  same 
^*^lfa»,  the  rebels  having  apparently  fled  into  the  interior. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  C.  Rhoads.  of  the 
Pocahontas,  by  permission  of  his  commanding  officer,  landed  with  a  boat's 
n*^  near  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  some  fresh  beef  for  the  ships. 
Ii;iving  accomplished  his  object,  the  boat  was  retm-ning  to  the  Pocahontas,  but 
M  fcarcely  gone  twenty  yards  from  th^  beach  when  they  were  suddenly  fired 
ajK.n  by  a  body  of  rebels. concealed  in  a  thicket,  and  I  regret  to  report  that  two 
»^  II,  John  Wilson  (O.  S.)  and*  John  Shute  (O.  S.)  were  instantly  killed  and 
•**>i'n  wounded — one,  William  Delaney,  mortally,  and  two  severely,  viz:  Wil- 
Vam  Smith,  2d,  (first  class  fireman,)  and  Edward  Bonsall,  (coxswain.) 

Aflcr  the  rebels  had  fired  their  first  volley,  they  called  out,  in  most  offensive 
lji»:;uagii,  to  surrender;  but  this  demand  was  refused  by  Dr.  Rhoads,  who,  with 
i\^^  M8tstance  of  Acting  Paymaster  Kitchen  and  his  wounded  boat's  crew, 
pnlled  as  rapidly  as  they  could  towards  the  Pocahontas,  the  enemy  continuing 
thvir  fire. 
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In  a  few  minutes  a  shell  from  one  of  the  11-inch  guns  of  the  Mohican  droppt 
among  them  and  quite  near  to  another  company  of  ahout  sixtj  men  who  wi:] 
advancing  rapidly.  The  rebels  scattered  and  fled  in  all  directions.  Serer 
shells  were  also  fired  at  a  locomotive  and  train  observed  in  the  distance,  and 
is  supposed  with  effect. 

Throughout  this  cowardly  assault  Dr.  Bhoads  dispUyed  great  coolness  ii 
courage,  and  in  his  report  of  the  occurrence,  whilst  commending  the  ere 
generally,  he  especially  mentions  the  bravery  exhibited  by  Daniel  Hairin^o 
(landsman,)  into  which  I  shall  make  further  inquiries. 

Enclosed  are  the  reports  of  Commander  Godon,  Lieutenant  Gomnuuidi] 
Balch,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Rhoads. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Comd^g  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  • 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Mohican, 
Anchorage,  St,  Simon's  Island,  March  13, 186:' 

Sir  :  I  have  'the  honor  to  report  that  the  Pocahontas  and  Potomska  procc«<if 
up  Turtle  river  to  the  head  of  navigation,  so  far  as  vessels  of  ten  feet  drau^l 
could  go  with  safety,  and  returned  without  accident.  Soon  after  the  return 
those  vessels  from  that  expedition,  a  boat  from  the  Pocahontas  landed  some  di 
tance  outside  the  town,  to  procure  fresh  beef.  Their  work  wafi  done,  imd  t£ 
boat  had  already  left  the  beach,  when  some  forty  or  fifty  soldiers  made  the 
appearance,  and  fired  upon  the  boat,  killing  two  men  and  wounding  seren 
others.    . 

Surprised  as  the  crew  were,  and  almost  disabled  by  the  murderous  fire,  m 
still  refused  to  surrender  at  the  demand  of  the  rebels,  although,  as  yet,  alroct^ 
under  the  muzzles  of  their  guns.  In  a  few  minutes  a  shell  firom  one  of  th 
11-inch  guns  of  this  ship  dropped  in  among  them,  and  quite  near  to  aootbj 
company  of  about  sixty  men,  advancing  at  double  quick  upon  this  almoi^t  di 
fenceless  boat,  when  they  scattered  in  all  directions.  The  Potomska  movrtj  i 
once  to  the  spot,  and  used  her  32-poundera  with  effect,  and  the  Pocahonta.^  ^"^ 
fired  several  shells. 

We  then  noticed,  in  the  woods  above  the  town,  the  steam  from  a  locomotive 
and  several  shells  were  thrown  toward  it,  one  exploding  in  its  neigh borboo: 
when  it  disappeared  at  full  speed.  Believing  that  the  rebels  would  n'tuni  r 
look  after  any  of  their  people  who  were  left  behind  or  wounded,  at  ni^bi 
directed  two  shells  from  the  ship  to  be  thrown  at  the  point  where  the  railm* 
car  had  been;  and  in  the  morning  some  soldiers  were  seen  near  the  spot,  wboi 
the  Potomska  fired  a  rifle  shell,  which  exploded  over  them.  By  some  contra 
bands  that  came  on  board  we  learned  that  our  shells  had  gone  among  the  nM 
.as  they  were  flying  to  the  cars,  and  I  hope  they  were  punished  for  their  in&olvud 

I  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  BcJch's,  as  also  Dr.  Rhoad*s  report  of  M 
affair  of  the  boat ;  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to  tn 
coohiess  and  courage  of  that  officer,  and  that  of  the  boat's  crew  generally.  'I  H 
vessels  cannot  anchor  very  near  the  town,  unless  in  the  small  stream  oetwtY^ 
the  island  and  the  town,  and>  at  low  water,  could  not  be  moved  out  if  neetliHlj 
and,  without  a  force  on  shore,  would  be  liable  to  be  fired  into  at  any  mfitnM 
without  the  power  of  returning  it  with  effect.  The  distance  of  the  vesselr  in j 
duced  the  attack,  which,  I  believe,  has  been  suitably  punished.  I  had  inteodi'*:! 
leaving  Brunswick  that  day,  but  delayed  in  consequence  of  that  a&lr.    I  ^ 
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Qoxi  about  to  go  on  board  the  Potomska,  and  with  the  Pocahontas  proceed 
through  the  inland  passage  to  the  Altamaha  river  and  toward  Darien,  and  on. 
(Dv  return  to  the  anchorage  I  shall  make  a  iurther  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

8.  W.  GODON, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  present, 
Flag-Officer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Pocohontas, 

Off  Brunswick,  Georgia,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  this  day  Assistant  Surgeon. Archibald  0.  Rhoads, 
itttcbed  to  the  Pocahontas,  applied  to  me  whilst  on  board  the  Mohican  for 
>rnDi2^t4ioD  to  go  on  shore  and  get  some  fresh  beef  for  the  crew,  which  I  granted, 
rrom  the  Mohican  he  proceeded  to  land  near  the  telegraph  beacon,  south  of 
9ran;*wickv  and  opposite  Brandy  point,  on  Buzzard's  island.  His  party  had 
lucct-fded  in  getting  a  supply  of  beef,  and  had  already  embarked,  but  had  n6t 
eone  more  than  twenty  yards  from  the  beach  when  it  was  fired  upon  by  some 
<(rty  men*  and  I  regret  to  report  that  two  men,  John  Wilson,  seaman,  and  John 
?bate,  O.  S.,  were  instantly  killed,  and  "William  Delaney,  O.  8.,  was  mortally 
v^nitded,  and  six  others  wounded,  two  seriously,  viz.,  William  Smith  (2d,)  Ist 
iIan^  fireman,  and  Edward  Bonsall,  coxswain. 

1  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Surgeon  John  S.  Kitchen,  of  the  Mohican, 
•»  wLoi«e  care  the  wounded  were  given,  and  to  whom  I  desire  to  return  my 
:hAjiki>  for  his  prompt  and  skilful  treatment  of  the  wounded,  in  the  absence  of 
\)r,  lihoada,  whose  wounds  rendered  him  incapable  of  performing  that  service, 
i^ut  for  the  heroic  e^rts  of  Dr.  Ehoads,  Paymaster  Theodore  Kitchen,  and 
[>iiuiel  C.  Harrington,  (landsman,)  of  this  ship,  aided  by  the  crew  of  the  boat, 
hi:*  dastardly  attack  of  the  rebels  would  have  resulted,  as  they  no  doubt  anti- 
M{Mt(Hi  it  would,  viz.,  in  the  killing  of  all  hands,  and  that,  too,  sir,  without  their 
my  lug  observed  the  customs  recognized  by  all  civilized  people.  The  boat's 
:/»•«'  were  not  summoned  to  surrender  until  after  a  deadly  volley  had  been  thrown 
».  by  which  two  of  our  men  were  instantly  killed.  I  desire  to  call  your  par- 
if'uiar  attention  to  this  breach  of  all  brave  and  honorable  warfare,  that  you  may 
i^  nH)re  fully,  as  an  eye  witness,  hold  up  such  barbarous  warfare  to  the  scorn 
I  •Itwerves. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  pride  in  our  noble  profession  that  I  record  the  essential 
^r»ice  rendered  my  brave  comrades  whilst  under  a  murderous  fire  by  your 
AK-ly  shells,  thrown  at  so  opportune  a  moment,  and  by  the  battery  of  the  Po- 
-'oi;«ka«  which  hastened  to  their  assistance.  I'he  rebels  did  not  remain  after  the 
Mttrri»t«  of  the  two  ships  once  opened  fire. 

1  lierewtth  enclose  the  report  of  Dr.  Rhoads,  detailing  at  length  the  circum- 
>t<inc**«  attending  the  attack,  and  his  subsequent  efforts  to  escape  from  so  over- 
*b».*!minff  a  force;  and  I  rejoice  to  know  that  his  efforts,  aided  oy  Mr.  Kitchen 
i*  li  the  boat's  crew,  saved  thein  from  being  made  prisoners,  and  thus  prevented 
hf  rebels  from  exulting  over  us. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Sec, 

GEORGE  B.  BALCH, 
lAeutenant  Commanding  Pocahxmtas, 

Comnumder  8.  W.  Gk)DON, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  of  Brumtvick,  Georgia, 
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United  States  Steamer  Pocahoxtas, 

Brunswick  River,  March  12,  \%t 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  yesterday  afternoon,  having:  received  perm:-. 
to  land  near  Brunswick,  Georgia,  and  procure  fresh  heel'  for  oar  crew.  I  i 
the  second  cutter,  with  ten  men  and  a  coxswain,  and,  with  Acting  Pavini  • 
Kitchen,  landed  at  half-past  three  oVlock.     Having  accomplished  our  i>\\ 
we  left  the  shore  about  5  p.  m.,  on  our  return  to  the  Pocahontas.     A<*  the  m 
commenced  to  pull,  and  when  we  were  about  twenty  yards  from  the  bead..  •■ 
musket  was  fired  from  a  thicket,  in  the  direction  of  the  town.     This*  ap|»»./ 
to  be  a  signal,  for,  almost  simultaneously  with  the   report,  a  force  of  lorn 
fifty  showed  themselves  within  the  thicket  and  fired  a  volley  at  our  boat,kil.i 
two  men  and  wounding  one  seriously.     In  the  confusion  following  this  fii>t  t 
several  of  the  men  jumped  overboard,  and  clun^  to  the  gunwale  of  tlw  • 
This,  with  the  loss  of  the  men  first  wounded,  and  two  others  seriously  wdiiii-: 
by  the  fire  of  a  second  volley,  diminished  very  materially  the  effective  fi»ri'  i 
pulling,  so  that  it  was  some  time  before  we  could  increase  our  distanct-  tn 
Bhore.     However,  as  Paymaster  Kitchen  steered,  and  I  pulled  the  strok*  ■ 
by  great  effort  we  were  enabled  to  gradqally  work  our  way  out  into  th<'  r"-i 
being  all  the  time  exposed  to  a  galling  fire. 

After  about  ten  minutes  the  Mohican  opened  upon  the  rebels  and  the  P^»f"f';'i 
soon  followed.     The  first  shell  from  the  Mohican  fell  in  the  midst  of  a  jrmi 
who  were  preparing  to  fire  on  us.     This  either  injured  or  frightened  tin  tj 
most  of  them  either  scampered  towards  Brunswick  or  the  woods  in  the  nar.  nt 
withstanding  the  efforts  of  an  oflScer  whom  I  could*  plainly  see  endt^avoriin' 

fet  them  to  continue  firing.  After  this  a  few  scattered  shots  were  fired  a'  fl 
ut  without  seriously  wounding  any  one.  I  would  add  that  their  first  v<'l. 
wa«  fired  without  hailing  the  boat,  but  when  they  saw  us  still  trying  to  j  i 
from  shore  one  of  them  called  out :  "  Surrender,  you  d — d  sons  of  b—s ;"  1'^"' 
they  had  already  killed  two  men  and  wounded  others,  I  replied:  "No,  I  ^'^ 
surrender." 

Soon  after  the  ships  commenced  firing,  and  while  we  were  still  witliin  tl  ^ 
range  you  came  up  in  the  gig  and  took  us  in  tow.  On  examining  tbe  Dif« 
found  two  killed,  three  seriously  wounded,  and  four  slightly  so,  I  would  r-p 
cially  mention  the  conduct  of  Daniel  Harrington,  landsman,  who  exhibited  r't 
coolness  and  bravery  during  the  whole  affair;  and  at  the  same  time  I  miiN  H 
that  nearly  all  the  men  acted  nobly. 
Very  respectfully, 

ARCH'D  C.  RHODES. 
AsMtunt  5«r^^''* 
6.  B.  Balch,  Esq., 

Lieutenant  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Pocahontas. 


Commander  Godon*s  report  of  a  reconnaissance  from,  Brunswick  to  Dar>i* 

Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Of  St.  John's,  Florida,  MarrJi  21. 1"^^'^ 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  despatch  of  the  19th  instant  I  have  received  an'>i 
uiteresting  report  from  Commander  Grodon,  giving  the  details  of  a  reconnoi^*^ 
by  the  inland  passage  from  Brunswick  to  Darien,  a  copy  of  which  I  en'^l'>^''' 

Commander  Godon,  with  the  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Commanding  BaIc*''* 
the  Potomska,  acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  with  the  launcli 
howitzer  of  the  Mohican,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  proceeded  \o  ^Y^ 
interior  communication  between  St.  Simon's  sound  and  the  Altamaha  ri^'<'^ 
Boon  encountered  an  obstruction,  consisting  of  a  double  row  of  LcavT  pfc*"^ 
heir  tops  just  above  the  water  at  low  tide.     In  a  few  hoars  a  sufficwai  num 
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rerc  removed,  and  the  Pocahontas  and  Potomeka  passed  throngh,  but  had  ad- 
nncpfl  only  five  miles  further  whei^  another  obstruction  of  the  same  kind  wa» 
)rt  with. 

Mii'T  an  unavoidable  delay,  owing  to  the  rising  of  the  tide,  this  also  was 
iiD(]v«'(],  and  both  vessels  entered  the  Altamaha,  and  as  they  turned  into  the 
mi  two  rebel  steamers  were  seen  moving  off  from  the  wharf  at  Darien  with 
qU  bead  of  steam,  rendering  pursuit  useless,  particularly  as  the  brasses  of  the 
*ut(>al^ka*s  shaft-bearing  had  broken,  in  a  measure  disabling  that  vessel. 

Cummander  Godon  learned  from  some  contrabands  who  came  off  from  shore 
li^  Darien,  like  Brunswick,  was  deserted,  a  company  of  horsemen  only  remain- 
uj  in  the  town,  with  the  intention  of  firing  the-  place,  should  the  steamers  ap- 
)ro«cK  it. 

Owing  to  the  crippled  condition  of  the  Potomska,  Commander  Godon  did  not 
Ih'Ui  it  advisable  to  push  his  reconnoissance  further,  and  accordingly  returned 
iirtingh  the  passage  he  had  cleared  to  the  anchorage  at  Brunswick;  He  visited 
I  number  of  plantations  on  St.  Simon's  island,  but,  with  one  exception,  all  were 
icMjted,  though  some  time  previously  fifteen  hundred  troops  were  quartered 

C  ommander  Godon  speaks  in  warm  terms  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch 
ukd  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  as  well  as  of  the  officers  and 
nvw«  of  aU  the  vessels  under  his  command,  in  which  I  heartily  concur,  desiring, 
buw»  ver,  to  add  my  commendation  of  the  zeal  and  ability  of  Commander  Godon 
liini.-«i'lf,  in  carrying  out  my  views  in  reference  to  our  occupation  of  this  import- 
^i  section  of  the  coast  of  Georgia. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Mohican, 

St,  Simon* s  Island,  March  16,  1862. 

^\^\  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant  I  started  in  the 
l*i)trtin8ka,  accompanied  by  the  Pocahontas,  with  the  launch  and  howitzer  of 
Jfii*  nhip,  ill  charge  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  in  tow,  and  proceeded  through  the 
luUnd  nassage  toward  the  Altamaha  river. 

I  had  heard  that  there  were  one  or  two  rebel  steamers  at  Darien  and  I  hoped 
Uut  I  might  get  possession  of  them.  About  five  miles  from  the  anchorage  'at 
'm*  place,  and  where  I  had  left  the  Mohican,  (between  the  batteries,)  we  found, 
^  I  had  heard  from  contrabands,  that  the  river  was  staked  entirely  across. 
"  «■  ftoiched  the  spot  at  low  water  and  found  a  double  row  of  heavy  piles,  wth 
wt»^i/  Lirada  just  above  water.  I  at  once  got  to  work  with  both  vessels  and  in  a 
•^  hottT*  hauled  enough  out  of  each  row  to  allow  a  passage  for  both  vessels, 
*-y  ftiTty  feet,  and  here  for  the  first  time  I  learned  that  about  five  miles  beyond 
^iM.ibcT  obstruction  of  the  same  kind  had  been  placed.  We  reached  the  second 
iimtultj  at  midnight,  placed  our  hawser,  as  the  tide  was  rising,  but  unfortunately 
'"**  hawser  disengaged  itself  from  the  pile,  and  in  the  night,  with  the  rising  tide, 
^'^  could  not  find  them  to  go  on  with  the  work,  and  my  hope  of  passing  through 
yiriijnr  iiie  xiigjjt  was  lost.  My  object  was  to  get  into  the  river  so  as  to  make  a 
'""h  up  to  Darien  by  early  daylight ;  we,  however,  worked  hard  that  day,  and 

•V  rwrlye  o'clock  got  through  the  last  obstruction.  Between  the  two  obstruc- 
"  "^'»*.  midway,  a  battery  had  been  built  of  mud,  with  the  seeming  object  of  firing 

*i  iiip  Vttswels  employed  in  removing  the  piles,  but  which  could  not  be  observea 
^^m  iho86  vessels. 
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As  we  passed  the  second  obstruction  and  turned  the  river  we  saw  the  rt<*anipr« 
moving  off  from  the  wharf  at  Darien  with  full  head  of  steam,  going  up  the  Alte 
maha  river. 

At  sundown  I  anchored  both  vessels  at  Doboy  island,  passing  to  reach  tli< ' 
spot,  which  is  on  the  Altamaha  river,  through  Mud  river  at  high  water,  vr'U 
just  twelve  feet.  We  remained  that  day  at  Dobor,  the  wind  blowing  quitt-  ^ 
gale  from  southwest  to  west. 

As  I  had  lost  hope  of  the  capture  of  the  steamers  and  observing  several  larc- 
fires  in  the  neighborhood  of  Darien,  I  determined  to  proceed  no  further  at  tJii* 
time,  more  particularly  as  we  found  that  the  brasses  of  the  Potomska's  i«hatT- 
bearing  had  broken,  and  I  feared  she  might  become  disabled.  I  had  ind<*fd  ar- 
complished  my  object,  which  was  to  open  the  inland  passage  to  Darien,  ami  i^ 
the  Potomska  had  not  been  in,  what  I  fear,  a  crippled  condition,  I  sbouh!  lid^^* 
placed  her  at  Doboy,  which  commands  the  river  outlet,  or  at  Sapelow  i}»lanfl. 
which  commands  the  entire  entrance  to  the  Altamaha  and  the  island  paH^iapL  : 
Savannah. 

Darien  has  been  deserted,  as  was  Brunswick.  This  we  learned  from  s^tm* 
contrabands  who  came  off  to  us,  a  company  of  horsemen  only  remaining  i:^ 
town,  with  the  intention  of  firing  the  place  should  we  approach  it. 

I  have  now  been  from  one  end  of  St.  Simon's  island  to  the  other ;  but  oni 
white  man  is  left  on  it.  I  saw  him  ;  he  is  with  his  aged  mother  and  litth*  chilJ. 
He  had  never  been  in  the  army,  refused  to  leave  his  home,  and  was  in  nionjil 
dread  of  our  coming,  as  the  military  informed  him  that  we  came  for  the  purp  >•-' 
of  destroying  even  the  women  and  children.  We  procured  beef  for  the  ve^"»»  K 
at  his  plantation,  for  which  we  paid  the  price  he  asked,  and  furnished  the  fauiil} 
with  some  articles,  such  as  coffee,  ^It,  &c.,  which  articles  they  had  not  e^ »  j 
seen  for  months.  We  stopped  at  one  or  two  other  plantations  on  our  way  bark. 
all  deserted,  but  had  been  tenanted  by  the  military  at  various  times,  for  a5  \nu 
as  November  some  1,500  troops  were  quartered  on  St.  Simon's.  We  fi»uTi*l 
some  of  the  places  to  contain  large  quantities  of  cattle,  and  at  King's  plautati«*n. 
not  three  miles  from  tliis  anchorage,  we  counted  some  fifty  head  near  when*  ^»  • 
landed. 

All  the  blacks  have  been  removed  from  St.  Simon's,  and  at  Doboy  wo  iir  t 
the  only  negro  seen,  who  was  old  and  alone  on  the  place.  He  had  been  tl' 
father  of  thirteen  children,  but  he  infonned  me  that  every  one  had  been  *M»ii' 
as  they  reached  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and,  as  he  graphically  expressed  ii. 
"for  pocket  money  for  his  master." 

Your  orders  did  not  embrace  the  reconnoissance  I  have  just  made,  and  wliiol: 
has  caused  a  delay  of  several  days  in  communicating  to  you  my  progre.":*  t' 
Brunswick.     I  hope,  however,  you  will  approve  my  conduct  in  the  matter. 

I  have  now  cleared  the  passage  to  Daiaen  from  inside,  which  can  be  p^i 
formed  rapidly  by  giniboats  of  ten  feet  draught  at  any  time ;  at  low  tides  cK  ^ '":. 
feet;  the  araught  of  the  Pocahontas  and  Potomska,  is  rather  great*  as  they  migb' 
be  caught  and  delayed  for  higher  tides. 

I  now  beg  leave,  sir,  to  express  myself  in  warm  terms  of  commendation  for  th» 
energy  and  skill  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  B-ilch  and  Acting  Lieutenant  C'>ni- 
manding  Watmough,  and  for  the  aid  they  have  rendered  me  in  the  active  work 
we  have  been  engaged  in  for  the  last  eight  days,  and  I  take  equal  pleai^im'  in 
mentioniiig  the  cheerfulness  in  this  work  of  the  oflScers  and  crews  of  the  thr»^' 
vessels  engaged.  « 

I  cannot  speak  to  highly  of  the  service  reaidered  by  Mr.  Godfrey,  the  pil'>t. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

8.  W.  GODON.  C<»nman^^' 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Dupoivt, 

Commanding  S,  A,*Blockading  Squadron, 
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AhandoMment  of  batteries  on  Skiddatoay  and  Cheen  islands. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Of  Port  Royah  March  27,  1862. 

SiB :  On  being  boarded  this  afternoon,  while  entering  Port  Royal  harbor,  by 
(tummnder  Gillb,  of  the  Seminole,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  hear  that  the  for- 
idablo  batteries  on  Skiddaway  and  Green  islands  have  been  abandoned  by 
If  nbcU,  the  guns  haying  been  withdrawn  in  order  to  be  placed  nearer  Sa- 
uuuib.  The  abandonment  of  these  batteries  gives  us  complete  control  of  Was- 
iw  and  Ossibaw  sounds,  and  the  mouths  of  Vernon  and  Wilmington  rivers, 
hich  form  important  approaches  to  that  city.  I  enclose  the  report  of  Com- 
lAiuier  Gillis,  and  also  memoranda  of  information  given  by  a  contraband,  which 
tay  be  of  some  interest  to  the  department. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
UoxL  Gideon  Wbllhs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Umtbd  States  Steamer  Seminole, 
A^rtast  of  Skiddatoay  Battery,  Wilmington  River,  Ga,,  March  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  dated  2d  instant,  we  proceeded  from  Gum- 
•^rland  sound  to  Wassaw  sound,  Georgia,  to  blockade  as  directed.  Having 
»»irctl  some  days  for  the  weather  to  settle  and  the  wind  to  lull,  we  this  after- 
i''«*Mi  felt  our  way  with  the  lead  up  the  narrow  channel  of  the  Wilmington 
ncr  to  the  battery  on  Skiddaway  island,  accompanied  by  the  Norwich,  Lieu- 
rn<irit  Commanding  J.  M.  Duncan,  and  Wyandotte,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
^.  I).  Whiting.  1  sent  our  launch,  with  the  howitzer  and  crew,  under  charge  of 
tfifter  McNair  and  Acting  Master  Steele,  alongside  the  Norwich,  and  went  on 
•j^d  of  her.  She  being  the  shortest  vessel  and  of  lightest  draught  was  sent 
ili^4d.  After  firing  a  shell  or  two  at  some  horsemen  near  the  house  on  the  left, 
iQ<]  a  picket  guard  at  the  fort,  as  we  approached,  I  proceeded  in  the  gi^,  with 
i^aynuutcr  Sands,  to  the  shore,  followed  by  the  launch.  We  found  the  Dattery 
I  rtron^  bastioned  work  for  ten  guns,  with  bomb-proof  trenches,  &c.  The 
^rimy  bad  abandoned  it,  leaving  imitation  guns,  covered  with  canvas,  in  position. 
I  MbiT  boats  from  the  vessels  coming  on  shore,  we  destroyed  the  works,  boats, 
kbtiens*  &c.,  of  the  enemy,  and  having  hoisted^he  Union  flag  over  the  fort  and 
^•u.H'  with  the  red  cupola,  we  returaed  on  board  our  respective  vessels.  I  learn 
ii»'»t  the  confederate  battery  on  Green  island  is  abandoned.  Several  houses  in 
^^bt  are  burning  this  morning,  the  red  cupola  house  included.  I  send  to  Port 
^yal  a  prisoner  taken  in  the  marshes  by  the  Release.  His  statement  accom- 
Hfliw  this. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c.,  , 

JOHN  P.GILLIS,  Commander. 
Hag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont. 


United  States  Steamship  Seminole, 

Wiassaw  Sound,  Georgia,  March  26,  1862. 

^*it :  The  following  statement  is  derived  from  London  Middletou,  a  contra- 

^^  picked  up  this  afternoon  by  the  Norwich,  and  sent  on  board  this  ship,  viz : 

OU  master  was  William  P.  Fulton,  of  Savannah.  •  He  left  that  city  on  the 
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22d  instant,  (Saturday,)  coming  by  way  of  White  Bluff  and  Green  island  to 
Raccoon  Keys,  from  whence  he  expected  to  reach  '*a  sawmill,*'  which  it  w  a 
said  we  had  on  Wassaw  island,  with  3,000  troops. 

All  provisions  are  scarce  at  Savannah,  and  very  dear,  particularly  bacon.  niDu 
liquors,  and  "  such  like."  Freeh  beef  is  plenty,  but  costs  twentj'-five  to  tliiny 
cents  for  what  used  to  sell  at  six,  eight,  and  ten  cents  per  pound.  Kg^^s  wtn 
selling  at  fifty  cents  per  dozen ;  chickens  SI  50  per  pair.  Tea  scarce ;  c*>tf'  > 
selling  at  SI  50  to  SI  75  per  pound.  They  are  **  very  bad  off"  for  nun  aid 
liquors,  and  "  almost  have  to  give  them  up,**  and  these,  with  bacon,  iLc'V  (x- 
pected  from  the  west,  somewhere  where  the  federals  now  hold  possession. 

Folks  are  "  going  and  coming.*'  Some  who  had  left  are  returning,  and  iW t 
are  sending  the  "  negroes  and  cotton*'  inland,  and  moving  all  the  *•  cash  m6ii»v' 
to  Macon,  and  threaten  to  bum  the  city  if  they  should  be  unable  to  hold  it.  hiiI 
are  in  daily  expecUition  of  our  attack.  They  had  given  up  the  idea  of  defnu!- 
ing  the  Savannah  river  by  torpedoes,  because  one  of  the  principal  men  who  wa^ 
sinking  them  got  drowned  while  down  in  a  diving  bell,  and  they  now  talk  «•; 
piling  the  river  across.  He  knows  of  no  raft  near  Fort  Jackson,  near  whitL 
Tatnall  ii?,  on  board  the  Savannah,  (late  Everglade.)  When  he  w^aa  la^t  u<*ar 
Thunderbolt,  some  time  since,  they  had  eight  guns  mounted.  There  i^  a  L«:- 
tery  (number  of  guns  unknown)  at  Co8tan*B  Bluff,  and  they  said  they  wr: 
mounting  guns  at  "the  old  fort**  above  Fort  Jackson,  below  the**  gas  him-* 
and  near  the  first  ferry  wharf;  but  he  knows  but  little  of  this  part  of  the  ri\<r. 
having  been  a  fisherman  around  about  White  Bluff  and  Green  ishiud,  bui  di.«:' 
recently  waiting  on  the  soldiers. 

All  the  approaches  to  the  city,  not  only  main,  but  also  the  by-roads,  art*  b*- 
ing  fortified,  and  they  told  him  "  that  they  had  one  hundred  thousand  men.'' 

Green  and  Skiddaway  islands  are  abandoned  except  by  a  few  cavalry.  Th^ 
guns  from  Green  island  were  taken  to  fortify  Benley,  and  those  from  SkiJda 
way  to  Montgomery,  (a  part  of  Benley,  but  about  three-quarters  of  a  milt*  .*<p- 
arate,)  both  on  the  Winiugberg  river,  which  runs  from  Raccoon  Keyg  up. 
making  Green  island,  the  first  land  to  the  northeast  going  up,  and  thence  run- 
ning up  to  Benley,  Montgomery,  and  White  Bluff. 

They  expect  us  to  cross  Skiddaway  island,  and  have  guns  and  pickets  at  ilii 
two  bridges  to  cut  them  away  and  fight  our  forces  on  their  arrival.     The  tir^t 
bridge  is  reckoned  to  be  five  miles  across  from  the  cupola  house,  (last  nigli- 
burned  by  the  rebels,)  near  the  Skiddaway  abandoned  battery. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  •?.  GILLIS,  CcmmandtT 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont. 


«  

Fall  of  Fort  Pulaski. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor ^  South  Carolina,  April  13,  lStV2. 

Sir  :  The  despatches  from  the  commanding  general  of  this  department  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  will  convey  the  gratifying  intelligcjice  of  the  tai^ 
of  Fort  Pulaski.  It  was  a  purely  military  operation,  the  residt  of  lalK»ri<'GJ* 
and  scientific  preparation,  and  of  consummate  skill  and  bravery  in  the  executioo- 

It  would  not  have  pertained  to  me  to  address  you  in  reference  to  this  brilli«D^ 
and  successful  achievement  had  not  Major  General  Hunter,  with  a  gem'^*"' 
spirit  long  to  be  remembered,  permitted  the  navy  to  be  rcpresenied  on  ••'  * 
interesting  occasion  by  allowing  a  detachment  of  seamen  and  ofiicett'  fnom  '*^  * 
ship  to  serve  one  of  the  breaching  batteries.     I  have  thanked  the  ginv^^ 
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lersonally  for  this  kindness,  and  I  desire  at  the  same  time  to  express  my 
cknowledgments  to  Brigadier  General  Benham  and  Acting  Brigadier  General 
iilmore  for  acts  of  consideration  shown  by  them  to  mj  officers  and  men. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rogers,  who  had  the  honor  to 
v^mmand  "Battery  Sigel"  on  the  second  and  important  day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor^  South  Carolina,  April  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  the  dctaohment  from  this  ship 
vbich  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  part  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Pulaski. 
It  rrached  Tybee  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  just  before  the  fire  was  opened ; 
ind  the  batteries  beiog  already  manned,  our  men  could  not  participate  in  the- 
ittion  of  the  first  day. 

General  Hunter,  General  Benham,  and  General  Gilmore  all  manifested  the 
ts^^t  f?pnerou8  desire  to  give  the  navy  a  share  in  the  good  work,  and  on  the  11th, 
the  moBt  important  day,  four  rifled  guns  in  Battery  Sigel,  one  of  the  nearest  and 
mi'ft  exposed  batteries,  and  consequently  one  of  the  posts  of  honor,  were  assigned 
i«>  the  men  of  the  Wabash. 

We  occupied  it  at  daybreak,  and  kept  up  a  steady  and  well -directed  fire  until 
tbr  fort  hauled  down  its  flag  at  2  p.  m.  The  officers  and  men  behaved  well.  I 
be?  leave  to  commend  to  you  Lieutenant  Irwin,  Acting  Master  Robertson,  and 
Uid^hipmen  M.  L.  Johnson  and  F.  H.  Pearson;  Lewis  Bonn,  captain  of  the 
lofpcastlc,  and  George  H.  Wood,  quartermaster. 

When  the  enemy  hoisted  the  white  flag  General  Benham  most  courteously 
hixntcd  me  to  detail  a  naval  officer  to  accompany  the  officer  sent  by  him  to  arrange 
tie  terms  of  surrender,  and  I  sent  Lieutenant  Irwin  upon  that  honorable  duty » 

I  ppent  the  first  day  of  the  bombardment  in  the  trenches  with  General  Hunter 
«iid  in  visiting  the  different  batteries,  which  I  caused  to  be  visited  by  several 
"f  'Uir  officers  and  men  that  they  might  profit  by  the  experience  to  be  acquired. 
Tbp  bombardment  began  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  10th  and  continued  during  the  day ; 
^■nt  at  first,  while  procuring  the  ranges,  it  was  somewhat  inaccurate,  many  of 
ihi>  artillerists  being  quite  untrained.  On  the  second  day,  in  spite  of  a  high 
^ind,  the  firing  from  the  rifled  guns  and  columbiads  was  excellent ;  the  former 
'•^mnjr  into  the  brick  face  of  the  wall  like  augurs,  the  latter  striking  like  trip- 
Ummera  and  breaking  off  great  masses  of  masonry  which  had  been  cut  loose 
W  the  rifles. 

The  four  upper,  batteries  were  above  sixteen  hundred  yards  distant  from 
^lai^ki,  and  quite  beyond  the  distance  at  which  it  has  hitherto  been  held 
practicahle  to  effect  a  breach,  but  which  proved  an  easy  breaching  range  with 
ilip  woj^derftd  projectiles  which  we  •now  possess.  When  the  fort  surrendered 
'Jj*-  barhette  guns  had  been  silenced  and  many  of  them  had  been  dismounted* 
Ibe  breach  was  practicable  in  two  places,  and  could  have  been  stormed  without 
^^n\)\.  Our  projectiles  were  passing  through  it  and  were  knocking  down  the 
••pp^jj'ite  wall  whicli  protected  the  main  magazine,  so  that  the  garrison  was  con- 
^wd  that  in  an  hour  or  two  the  magazine  must  be  blown  up.  * 

Tbf  heavy  13-inch  mortars  inflicted  much  less  injury  than  I  had  expected; 
^^^  ra^emates  did  not  seem  at  all  shaken  by  them.  The  parade  ground  had 
^■*'<^  formed  into  deep  furrows,  into  which  the  shells  rolled  and  burst  without 
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the  power  of  doing  much  harm.     The  guns  used  by  the  men  of  the  Wabash 
were  three  30-pounder  Parrotts  and  one  24-pounder  James. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  ROGERS, 
Commander i  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Wabash. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont. 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Lieutenant   Commanding  Rhind*s  report  of  concealed  attack  on  one  of  ''•- 

Crusader*  s  boats. 

Flau-Ship  Wabash. 
Port  Royal  Harbor j  South  Carolina^  April  21,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Lienteiiant  Com- 
manding Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  detailing  the  circumstances  of  a  conceair<l 
attack  upon  one  of  his  boats,  in  which  Acting  Master  William  D.  Urann  >rn* 
severely  wounded. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind,  with  the  co-operation  of  Colonel  Fellow?.  <*»f 
the  army,  commanding  the  post  at  North  Edisto,  planned  a  night  attack  upon 
the  enemy,  and  though  not  successful  in  surprising  them,  had  a  short  enga^mr-u* 
with  the  rebels,  in  which  he  says,  "  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  I  feel  sure,  wa- 
Bufficient  to  punish  them  for  their  cowardly  attack  on  our  boat.'* 

Three  of  the  Crusader's  men  were  wounded  in  this  skirmish,  viz:  Gu^uv" 
Wacker,  ordinaiy  seaman,  in  the  right  arm  and  breast;  Theodore  PeterJ»«'n. 
seaman,  wounded  slightly  on  the  hip,  and  James  Wibon,  first  boatswain 'c^  mat*-. 
on  the  leg,  slightly. 

Acting  Master  W.  D.  Urann,  who  was  fired  upon  in  the  boat,  was  woundt^l 
in  the  left  index  finger  and  right  wrist.     The  finger  has  since  been  amputatrl 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  spea&s  of  him  as  an  excellent  officer.     He  \- 
disabled  for  some  time,  but  has  no  desire  to  leave. 

The  name  of  James  Wilson,  boatswain's  mate,  is  also  mentioned  favorably. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Unit£u  States  Stbambb  Crcsadbr, 

North  Edisto,  April  20,  1862. 

8iB:  On  the  18th  a  party  of  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods  below  8e«* 
brook's  plantation,  fired  on  one  of  our  boats  sent  there  to  assist  Mr.  Re}'noI(i^. 
government  agent,  in  securing  some  cotton.  •  Acting  Master  W.  D.  Uranm,  vbi> 
had  charge  of  the  boat,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right  arm  and  left  baiid. 

No  one  of  the  enemy  was  seen  during  the  fire,  which  was  promptly- returned 
by  our  boat's  crew.  I  planned  an  expedition  to  capture  the  party  that  night, 
and  called  on  Colonel  Fellows,  commanding  the  post  here,  for  some  men  to  ast^it't 
me.  He  promptly  afforded  them*  and  enabled  me  to  land  a  party  of  about  F>ixtr 
men,  including  officers. 

We  marched  through  the  swamps  to  two  plantations  where  I  exj)ected  to  fin*! 
the  enemy,  reaching  the  further  place  about  3  a.  ra.     The  enemy  di8covpn«<i 
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r  approach  and  fled,  receiving  the  fire  of  a  platoon  of  the  55th  Pennsylvania 
nnir*nt>  under  Lieutenant  Bedell,  of  company  K. 

W(»  halted  there  to  rest  our  men,  and  shortly  after  daylight  discovered  a  con- 
Irmhle  force  of  mounted  riflemen  approaching  rapidly  to  attack  us.  They 
^licd  fire  upon  us  boldly,  but  fled  as  rapidly  as  they  advanced  after  a  smart 
irmiah  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes.  I  had  one  howitzer  with  me,  and 
r  firet  fire  from  it  brought  them  to  a  sudden  halt ;  the  third  and  fourth  dispersed 
I'm. 

Three  of  the  Crusader's  crew  were  wounded  in  the  affair.  The  loss  of  the 
cmj,  I  feel  sure,  was  sufficient  to  punish  them  for  their  cowardly  attack  on 
tr  Iwat.  Their  numbers  were  variously  estimated  at  fit^m  50  to  100.  We 
turned  leisurely  to  the  vessel,  the  enemy  not  attempting  to  follow,  though  all 
I'll  mounted.  .  . 

I  am  under  obligations,  for  his  prompt  response  to  my  call,  to  Colonel  Fellows, 
kI  10  Captain  B.  C.  Dow,  of  company  H,  3d  New  Hampshire,  and  Lieutenant 
,  Uedell,  company  K,  55th  Pennsylvania,  for  their  cordial  co-operation. 
1  (iiclose  the  report  of  the  assistant  surgeon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  RHIND,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 


United  States  Steamer  Crusader,  April  *40, 1862. 

^\n :  I  make  you  the  following  report : 

AprU  18. — ^Acting  Master  William  D.  Urann,  wounded  in  the  left  index 
A^T  and  right  wrist.    The  finger  has  since  been  amputated. 
April  19.— Gnstave  Wacker,  ordinary  seaman,  wounded  in  the  right  arm  and 
T^nst;  Theodore   Peterson,  seaman,  wounded   on  tlie  hip,  slightly;   James 
^ilfiout  first  boatswain's  mate,  on  the  leg,  slightly. 
I  am,  sir.  very  respectfiiUy, 

JOHN  H.  H.  BREINTNALL, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon, 
A.  C.  Rhind,  lAeutenant  Commanding. 


^j^futenant  Commanding  Rhind* s  report  of  expedition  to  capture  a  battery  near 
the  junction  of  Datoho,  Pow  Powj  and  South  Edisto  rivers, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  another  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind, 
»f  the  Cnuader,  giving  the  particulars  of  an  expedition,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  with 
^  I{«]<?,  to  capture  a  battery  on  Giimball's  plantation,  near  the  junction  of  the 
t>«who,  Pow  Pow,  and  South  Edisto  rivers.  The  enemy  opened  on  the  Hale 
•bvn  within  1,800  yards,  and  contin«ed  their  fire  as  she  winded  her  way  to 
"^^^  tbem  at  close  quarters.  But  when  the  Hale  reached  the  last  bend  and 
r«fi  making  a  straight  course  for  the  battery  the  rebels  fled  in  haste.  Lieu- 
tnumt  (lillia  landed  with  a  party  of  twenty  men  to  destroy  it. 

Ilie  work  was  about  350  yards  from  the  river  bank,  and  mounted  two  fine 
'I^m:  2i*pounder8,  on  excellent  field  carriages,  one  of  them,  so  rapid  was  the 
%lit  of  the  rebels,  being  loaded  and  primed. 

Owing  to  the  marshy  character  of  the  ground  between  the  battery  and  the 
nv«r  the  guns  could  not  be  removed ;  but  Jueutenant  Oillis  discharged  the  one 


364       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY 

• 

loaded  against  the  other,  knocked  off  the  cascabel,  and  took  a  laxge  piece  out 
the  breech.  Both  were  then  Bpiked  with  rat-tail  files,  and  a  laj^  fire  was  maJ 
under  them  of  the  carriages,  lumber,  &c.  The  ammunition  left  was  bn>ii.4 
away. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  next  attempted  to  ascend  the  Pow  Pow  m 
but  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot  grounded.     After  getting  off  he  retrat- 
his  steps,  endeavoring  to  pass  through  South  Edisto  river,  but,  finding  tlie  {li 
knew  nothing  of  the  channel,  gave  tliat  up,  and  determined  to  return  br  d 
Dawho  to  North  Edisto. 

Expecting  an  ambuscade  at*  a  point  near  Slann's  Bluff,  he  made  the  \i^\*\* 
disposition  to  receive  the  close  fire  of  the  enemy.  He  reached  the  point  ab"i 
eight  in  the  evening,  and,  as  anticipated,  was  saluted  by  a  heavy  fire  of  titlJ 
pieces  and  musketry.  The  men  on  the  Hale  were  kept  under  cover  till  d 
enemy  had  delivered  their  fire,  when  they  replied  with  grape,  canister,  and  hW 
The  point  was  soon  passed  and  the  Hale  returned  to  her  anchorage  witLv^ 
havhig  had  a  man  injured. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Ilhind  commends  the  officers  and  men,  and  part  i: 
larly  Lieutenant  Gillis,  temporarily  in  command  of  the  Hale,  who  mauageil  a 
vessel  well  in  the  very  narrow  and  crooked  channel' of  the  Dawho. 

As  the  department  is  aware  what  a  small  vessel,  and  how  lightly  armiHl.  tk 

Hale  is,  it  will  appreciate  this  spirited  affair  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Khici 

I  have  given  him  my  commendation,  dnd  will  add  that  his  manner  of  holdia 

the  waters  of  North  Edisto  for  several  pionths  has  been  m<tet  satisfactory  U'  mi 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Com*g  South  Atlantic  Block*g  Squadrox 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  oftJie  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Crusader, 

North  EdUto  River,  April  30, 156J 

Sir:  At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  I  started  in  the  United  Stni*^ 
steamer  E.  B.  Hale,  Lieutenant  Commanding  James  H.  Gillis,  to  de^fror 
battery  of  the  enemy  on  the  Dawho  river.     Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Brienti  -.> 
Master's  Mate  Henry  Parsons,  and  twenty-two  men,  with  the  flat  and  boViuei 
of  the  Crusader,  were  added  to  the  force  of  the  Hale. 

On  coming  in  sight  of  Grimball's  plantiition,  near  the  junction  of  the  Da^^'i 
Pow  Pow,  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  tlie  battery  was  discovered.  The  eccir  V 
opened  fire  on  us  at  a  turn  in  the  river,  di!i»tant  about  1,800  yards  frnm  tH 
battery,  and  continued  his  fire  at  the  various  points  in  the  bends  where  a<i^  '■ 
tageous  opportunities  were  afforded.  One  long  reach  we  had  to  make  und*?  \ 
raking  fire,  but  our  shell  had  been  planted  so  effectively  by  Lieutenant  (liHi^l 
who  sighted  most  of  the  guns  himself,  that,  by  the  time  we  reached  the  M 
bend  and  were  making  a  straight  course  for  the  battery,  the  look-out  rep 'ft'  * 
the  enemy  deserting  it  in  haste. 

We  then  threw  a  few  shells  into  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  the  wbrk.  ran  tbcj 
Hale  alongside  the  bank  abreast  of  it,  and  landed  a  party  of  about  twenty*  ^^^"1 
under  Lieutenant  (jillis,  to  destroy  it. 

The  work  was  fV)und  to  be  360  to  400  yards  from  the  banks,  mountin?  t*'' 
fine  long  24-poundi'rs,  on  excellent  field  carriages.  Lieutenant  Gillie  ft>un<l  ""^ 
of  the  guns  loaded  and  primed,  and  turning  it  upon  the  other  knocketl  otTU' 
cascabel  and  took  a  large  piece  out  of  the  breech.  Both  were  then  ^pikitl  ^'i' ' 
a  rat-tail  file,  a  good  fire  made  imder  them  of  the  carriageSt  lumbtir,  ice.  f^'' 
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iiwdtfr  left  in  the  magazine  brought  away,  and  every  effort  made  to  render  the 
1U12'  nnfit  for  use  that  our  means  afforded.  I  landed  shortly  after  and  found 
i(*  fire  well  at  work  on  the  guns  and  platforms.  It  continued  to  bum  during 
b<  whole  day. 

Having  finished  our  labors  at  tliis  point,  we  started,  about  11a.  m.,  to  go  up 
Is*'  Pow  Pow  river,  to  capture  or  destroy  a  small  schooner  at  the  wharf  of  Mor- 
i*A  rice  mill,  but,  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot,  we  got  hard  aground 
JiMmtiu  mile  up  the  river.  We  remained  in  that  position,  unable  to  bring  a  gun 
o  \.ear  on  either  side,  until  about  5  p.  m.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
j)<I  (be  insufficiency  of  the  object  to  detain  us  during  the  night,  we  reluctantly 
:avo  up  that  portion  of  the  expedition,  and  started  at  5.30  to  return,  intending 
w  2o  round  by  the  South  Edisto  river.  After  proceeding  a  short  distance 
ikmogh  that  stream,  I  found  the  pilot  ignorant  of  the  channel,  and  turned  the 
Half  back  to  the  Da  who,  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  an  ambuscade  that  we  well  knew 
KhM  be  prepared  for  us  at  a  favorable  point  near  Slann's  Bluff.  We  reached 
lli&t,  on  our  return,  about  8  p.  m.,  and  had  made  proper  disposition  to  receive 
thi'  close  fire  of  the  enemy  there.  As  we  anticipated,  when  close  abreast  the 
place  in  the  narrow  river,  they  opened  upon  us  a  heavy  fire  of  field  pieces  and 
musketry.  Our  men  were  kept  under  cover  till  their  fire  was  delivered,  when, 
iDaoning  our  guns,  we  gave  them  in  return  some  grape,  canister,  and  shells. 
Tlio  point  was  soon  passed,  and  we  came  out  into  the  North  Edisto  river  about 
9  p.  m.,  without  having  a  single  man  hurt. 

During  the  engagtment  with  the  battery,  the  Hale  went  through  a  very  close 
tin\  bat  one  shot  striking  her,  however,  and  that  a  glancing  shot  on  the  port 
bow,  doing  no  damage.  While  under  fire,  on  our  retiftn,  one  of  the  guns  (32- 
[•otmder)  was  struck  in  the  muzzle  by  a  solid  shot  from  a  field  piece,  knocking 
out  a  piece  and  cracking  the  muzzle  badly  for  some  distance.  I  fear  the  gun  ' 
b  nndered  comparatively  useless. 

Canister  and  rifle  balls  struck  her  in  vadous  places,  but  no  damage  was  sus- 
tainfil.  The  Hale  was  well  handled  in  that  very  narrow  and  crooked  stream, 
by  Lieutenant  Gillis  and  his  able  executive  officer,  Mr.  Bullers.  Officers  and 
mrjn  all  did  their  duty.  * 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  0.  RHIND, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 
FUg-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


LienUnant  Commanding  A.  A,  Semmes*s  report  of  reconnaissance  up  Riceboro 

river  on  the  2%th  and  21th  April,  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  May  14,  1862. 

biB :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
ifiM»d*mg  A.  A.  Scmmes,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Wamsutta,  of 
a  rMonnoissance  made  by  him  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  G.  Wat- 
owttgh,  in  the  United  States  steamer  Potomska,  up  Riceboro*  river,  on  the  26th 
«D<1  27th  ultimo.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  ascertain  the  condition 
fit  thmga  in  that  vicinity,  as  well  as  to  destroy  a  brig  which  was  known  to  be 
n«»4r  Dorchester. 

.ifter  proceeding  up  Riceboro*  river,  a  very  crooked  and  narrow  stream 
o^mmunicatiog  with  toe  waters  of  Sapelo  sound,  about  30  miles,  and  within 
^*  than  two  mileis  of  Dorchester,  they  ascertained  that  the  brig  had  been 


366       BEPOBT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

burned  b^  the  rebek,  and  not  deeming  it  advisable  [to  proceed  farther,]  thi:  t^ 
vesselB  returned. 

On  descending  the  river  they  were  fired  upon  by  a  company  of  dinnoantr 
cavalry  concealed  in  the  woods  and  thick  underbrush  on  Woodville  bland  loj 
two  of  the  men  of  the  Wamsutta,  James  Brown,  quartenna&ter,  and  G«^rj 
Bos  well,  ordinary  seaman,  were  killed.  Enclosed  are  the  certificates  of  ^r 
acting  assistant  surgeon  and  acting  assistant  paymaster  of  that  veesel.  Th 
fire  of  the  rebels  was  replied  to  by  both  steamers  with  shell,  grape,  and  c^ist«j 
which  efiectually  silenced  them.  Their  loss,  as  reported  by  contrabandi^  v  L 
came  in  shortly  after,  was  16  killed  and  32  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag'Oficer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sgnaeb-wk. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Wamsutta, 

Doboy  Sound,  April  30,  186:^. 

Sir  :  The  evening  of  the  25th  instant,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  U 
Watmough  sent  me  his  pilot,  and  information  that  he  was  ten  miles  up  the  Riceb^*:* 
river.  Thfe  following  day,  near  noon,  I  joined  him  with  this  vessel,  and  both  w«  i 
up  ailer  the  brig  that  ran  the  blockade  at  Sapelo  sound.  Captain  Watmough  caj^ 
tured,  the  night  of  the  25th  to  26th,  three  negroes  carrying  provisions  to  a  rel^-  J 
picket  of  cavalry  near  his  anchorage.  They  pointed  out  some  of  the  maur 
dangers  of  the  river,  up  which  we  went  about  fi^een  miles  that  day.  TL^ 
morning  of  the  27th  we  reached  a  point  within  about  a  mile  of  Dorches^tL-r. 
where  two  negroes  (one  of  whom.left  this  forenoon  for  St.  Simon's  sound)  canj*^ 
on  board,  and  informed  us  that  a  smoke  observed  by  us  at  2  p.  m.  the  previous 
day  was  the  burning  of  the  brig,  she  ha^ng  been  stripped,  scuttled,  and  fin:JI 
at  that  time.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truthfulness  of  their  information.  61.^ 
was  opposite  Dorchester. 

Having  gone  thus  far — say  thirty  miles — a  point  was  reached  (where  X^k 
Potomska  grounded)  where  the  river  became  so  very  narrow,  with  a  still  nar- 
rower channel,  that  we  deemed  it  imprudent  to  go  any  forther.     At  noon  both 
vessels  started  down,  on  the  ebb,  backing  or  going  head  first,  as  the  tide  hap- 
pened to  take  them.     We  took  the  bottom  so  often  that  we  began  to  expect  \\ 
at  every  bend.     It  took  five  hours  to  get  down  to  Woodville  island,  where  the 
rebels  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us  at  a  distance  of  from  20  to  30  yards,  witl 
rifles.     This  vessel  was  ahead,  and  grounded  in  the  bend  when  under  thi?  firt\ 
We  replied  to  their  fire  with  shells,  grape,  and  canister.     Two  men  were  mor- 
tally wounded  at  the  first  volley.     The  negroes  put  the  rebel  force  at  about  on^ 
hundred,  and  the  rapidity  of  their  firo  went  to  show  that  to  be  nearly  commit. 
Fortunately  the  Potomska  could  bring  her  battery  to  bear  when  our  guns  could 
not  be  used.    At  one  point  our  starboard  battery  was  used  to  assist  the  P<> 
tomska.     The  Potomska's  fire  was  well-directed,  and  of  great  assistance  to  ur 
She  had  no  casualties.    Our  port  side  bore  pretty  good  evidence  of  the  enemv'e 
fire,  which  commenced  at  5.40  and  ended  at  6.20. 

The  following  day  reached  this  anchorage,  leaving  the  Potomska  in  Sape]'> 
sound.  The  men  who  were  killed  were  buried  the  same  night  on  Doboy  island- 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  all  engaged  •jt 
our  side.  The  enclosed  sketch  will  convey  to  you  some  idea  of  the  difficnltiu 
of  the  river ;  it  is  not  much  exaggerated,  if  any.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the 
doctor's  report  of  the  casualties;  tuso  other  papers  from  him  and  the  paynuuur 
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nrith  a  good  pilot  a  higher  point  could  probably  have  been  reach^,  with  th& 
:hance  of  having  the  river  obetructed  before  getting  down. 
I  am,  reapectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  SEMMES, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  United  States  Navy, 

Commodore  J.  R.  Goldsborough,  * 

Commanding  United  States  steamer  Florida,  St.  Simon's  sound,  Ga. 

HespectfuUj  forwarded. 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer^ 


Unitkd  States  Steamer  Wamsutta, 

Dohoy  Sound,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  action  between  this  vessel  and  the  rebels  on  Woodville  island  on 
the  27th  instant,  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties :  James  Brown,  quar- 
tennaaier,  and  George  Boswell,  ordinary  seaman,  were  both  shot  through  the 
abdomen,  and  died^  of  their  wounds  the  same  evening — ^the  former  at  half-past 
t(;D  and  the  latter  at  a  quarter-past  seven. 
R^pectfully  yours, 

SAM'L  F.  QUIMBY, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Navy. 

Lmutenant  Commanding  A.  A.  Semmes. 

R<*f«pectfully  forwarded.  • 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Commodore  and  Senior  Officer^ 


Arting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels' s  report  of  proceedings  at  BulVs  Bay, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Tort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  2,  1 862. 

^>iB :  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
•1.  F.  Xickels's  detailing  proceeding  at  Bull  s  bay.  He  crossed  the  bar  with  the 
Uoiranl  on  the  7th  ultimo,  and  anchored  within  800  yards  of  the  light-house  on 
H'lll  inland,  and  opened  fire  on  a  small  work  situated  about  fifty  yards  to  th& 
^ntliward  of  the  light-house.  Shortly  after  he  landed  in  his  boats,  covered  by 
'^1*'  pttiA  of  the  Onward.  The  rebels  fired  upon  the  party,  but  not  awaiting  an 
•ttack  escaped  from  the  island  to  the  mainland.  The  Onward  has  now  complete 
('^mntand  of  the  channel,  so  that  no  vessel  can  either  enter  or  go  out. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 

Flag-Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.. 
Hon.  G.  Wellb8, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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United  States  Ship  Onward, 

BulVs  Bay,  Aprd  9,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  arrived  here  on  the  2d  of  thir  raont!. 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  I  went  in  my  boat  to  examine  the  channel  to  EoL 
bay,  and  al^^o  the  island ;  bnt  discovering  nothing  of  importance  thai  night  ' 
returned  to  the  ship,  and  on  the  following  afternoon  I  again  started  in  the  ?':.- 
accompanied  by  the  first  cutter. 

On  neanng  the  fortifications,  situated  about  fifty  yards  to  the  southward  o\  t)> 
light-house,  I  noticed  indications  of  the  island  being  occupied,  and  pnlJ^^d  • 
within  about  one  hundred  yards  of  the  beach,  and  succeeded  in  drawing  the  tir' 
of  the  enemy  to  the  extent  of  about  fifteen  shots,  without  injuring  any  <mi- 
Being  uncertain  of  the  number  on  the  island,  and  darkness  coming  on,  we  ret!ir- 
to  the  ship. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  made  a  sail  in  the  offing ;  chased  and  boarded  the  schot^r^  - 
Henry  Nutt,  from  New  York,  bound  to  North  Ediato ;  returned  and  anchor- 
near  the  bar. 

Monday  morning,  the  7th,  I  went  in  and  sounded  and  buoyed  the  clianntl : 
Buirs  bay,  and  at  1.30  p.  m.  got  under  way,  and  proceeded  in  over  th<^  Uu 
.(touching  slightlv  in  doing  so,)  and  came  to  anchor  in  four  fathoms  of  war*  r 
within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  light-house;  opened  fire  on  the  fort  and  w^.*d* 
near  the  beach  to  see  if  the  enemy,  if  any,  could  be  driven  out. 

After  firing  a  couple  of  broadsides,  I  then  started  with  the  gig  and  firnt  cj2tTt; 
to  make  a  landing,  and  on  nearing  the  beach  we  were  again  fired  upon  from  iL- 
ibrt.  I  then  sent  back  the  first  cutter  with  instructions  to  Mr.  Dill,  the  &ec<»it«" 
officer  in  charge  of  the  ship,  to  throw  a  few  more  shell  and  cover  our  landing.  wL^'-.. 
he  did,  (he  seeing  the  enemy  from  the  ship  prepared  to  dispute  our  landing.  ui\ 
we  not  able  to  see  them,  owing  to  the  high  bank,)  by  throwing  shell  among  xh^-^ 
just  as  we  were  landing,  which  landing  we  accomplished  as  soon  as  poe^.^ilv . 
but  too  late  to  prevent  thera  from  escaping  to  the  main  land  from  the  op{>t>?:t' 
side  of  the  island,  in  boats,  setting  fire  to  a  house  in  their  hasty  flight,  whicL  \rr 
discovered  the  next  day  to  belong  to  W.  H.  Whildon,  the  former  keeper  of  lijt 
light-house. 

On  the  9th  sent  parties  on  the  island,  and  after  a  thorough  search  found  ii : 
be  entirely  abandoned.  ' 

We  are  now  lying  inside  the  bar  at  anchor,  four  fathoms  of  water,  wiiliir 
about  800  yards  of  the  light-house,  having  complete  command  of  the  ch<in:ie! 
so  that  no  vessel  can  enter  or  go  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  NICKELS,  A,  A.  K  i.. 
Commanding  United  States  Ship  Ontcard. 

<3ommander  Goldsborouoh, 

Or  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston, 


Jjieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen's  report  of  operations  on  the  Si.  Johi* 

river  from  the  20th  to  30th  April,  1862,  inclusiic, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  May  6,  166'J 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  the  report  of  Lieut,  (j^ro 
tnanding  D.  Ammen,  the  senior  officer  in  the  St.  John's  river,  with  some  enclAsun^* 
The  department  will  not  fail  to  see  how  energetically  and  intelligently  this  i>ffic»  f 
has  held  control  of  the  waters  of  the  St.  John's,  notwithataadlog  the* withdraw aJ 
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f  the  troops  from  Jacksonville ;  this  too,  with  so  small  a  force,  which  has,  how- 
fiT,  penetrated  a^ain  up  to  Picolata.  I  commend  him  to  the  special  notice  of 
K  department. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  in  the  Isaac  Smith,  was  detained  over 
live  weeks  at  St.  Angastine  before  it  was  possible  for  him  to  get  over  the  bar; 
■  "utfrcd  the  St.  John's  river,  however,  on  the  4th  instant,  as  I  am  informed 
^  a  letter  jnst  received  from  Commander  Drayton,  who  also  announces  the 
nrlTal  at  Femandina  of  the  refugees  alluded  to  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DDPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Comd'g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Mat/port  Mills,  St,  John's  R^ver,  Florida,  May  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order,  dated  April 
i*\  the  Seneca  left  Port  Royal  on  the  16th,  and  arrived  off  St.  John's  bar  the 
irxi  day  at  noon. 

Lkuteoant  Commanding  Stevens,  of  the  Ottawa,  sent  a  pilot,  who  went  on 
rhon>  again  and  returned  the  following  morning,  stating  that  he  had  sounded 
^••toin^  off,  and,  although  rougher  than  he  liked,  yet  he  could  take  the  vessel  in 
»'tJiout  injury;  we  struck  heavily,  however.  (A  report  of  which  is  forwarded, 
bi  oWcUence  to  general  order.) 

I  frmnd  the  Ottawa,  Pembina,  and  Ellen  inside  the  bar,  and  on  communicating 
viiii  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  learned  that  on  a  personal  inspection  of 
'bf  Ellen  he  deemed  her  return  to  Port  Royal  a  necessity. 

<  >ii  the  19th  the  Ottawa,  towing  the  yacht  America,  and  accompanied  by  the 
Ellen,  went  to  sea,  followed  by  three  or  four  schooners  that  had  remained  ten 
'Uv,*  for  a  fair  wind. 

Otithe  20th  the  Seneca  and  Pembina  got  under  way;  the  latter  anchored 
^I'ovt^  St.  John's  bluff,  with  orders  to  return  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  the 
foll'i ving  morning,  unless  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  the  vicinity  of  Jacksonville. 
VTi-  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  when  abreast  of  Jacksonville  observed  a 
nnmber  of  men,  some  of  whom  were  reported  bearing  muskets ;  at  sunset  we 
MU'bored  ten  miles  above. 

^hi  the  morning  of  the  21st  we  stood  up  the  river,  when,  near  Picolata,  we  saw 
*  ^i^^h-pressure  steamer  coming  down.  We  chased  under  all  sail  and  steam,  but 
tit'  &hoal  water  impeded  our  progress,  and  when  up  with  the  Orange  flats  I 
(^  ^rded  further  pursuit  as  futile,  and  we  returned  to  the  terminus  of  the  St. 
Au^siine  raihroad. 

^  )n  the  22d  we  went  down  the  river ;  on  passing  Jacksonville  a  company  of 
tiity  or  a  hundred  who  had  formed  hastily  withdrew,  but  sentries  appeared  at 
uriuoB  points,  and  groups  of  men,  evidently  soldiers  or  officers,  demanded  our 
l^rbtTirance  by  the  presence  of  women  and  children.  About  sunset  we  anchored 
ttwur  the  pilot-houses  at  Mayport,  and  found  the  Pembma. 

At  ffttiurige  of  the  24th  we  got  under  way,  and  accompanied  by  the  Pembina 
P"K>ed(jd  off  Jacksonville,  aq^horing  abreast  the  lower  saw-mill,  or  within  10^' 
"«iige  »»f  the  entire  town.  Before  anchoring,  a  woman,  in  a  boat,  made  signs, 
«ttd  i>n  her  getting  alongside  we  found  her  to  be  the  wife  of  a  man  named  Van- 
•I'T^ft,  who,  with  his  father,  had  sought  our  protection  several  days  before. 
^ii<.*  iitf  i«ted  that  she  had  been  abused,  and  that  her  life  had  been  in  danger  from 
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the  fact  that  her  husband  had  joined  as.    I  therefore  took  her  on  board,  landi: 
her  at  this  point. 

About  the  time  of  leaving  the  river,  lieutenant  Commanding  StcTcn?  b 
stated  to  me  that  it  was  supposed  that  a  small  steamer  had  come  down  to  Ju 
Bonville ;  this  was  confirmed  from  various  sources.  The  boat  was  sent  up  tar* 
in  great  haste,  without  landing  two  heavy  pieces  of  artilleiy  that  she  had 
board. 

On  the  25th  a  man  named  Hall  was  observed  pulling  by  the  vessel,  and  i 
captured  by  us.  He  bears  the  character  of  a  *'  regulator,"  a  gang  of  marnmli 
who  have  committed  enormities  for  some  time  past.  He  was  placed  in  don! 
iroup,  and  told  that  he  would  suffer  for  any  further  crimes  committed  agah 
Union  people  along  the  river.  In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  the  mouth  of  t 
river,  and  on  the  following  morning  received  on  board  three  deserters  from  Ci 
tain  Steele's  company.  The  Pembina  went  up  the  river  to  Picolata,  and  t 
following  evening  both  vessels  anchored  agnin  at  our  usual  point,  just  bH' 
Jacksonville. 

On  the  27th  a  flag  of  truce  left  the  town,  and  was,  after  some  delay,  recfiT 
by  us.  The  object  was  to  deliver  a  letter  to  Hall,  and  to  state  formally  tlmt 
was  a  soldier.  I  stated  that  I  was  aware  that  he  belonged  to  Captain  tStt^l 
company ;  that  I  apprehended  him  by  name,  and  that  he  was  a  reputed  "regulat^M 
However,  as  he  had  been  the  object  of  a  visit,  I  would  be  circumspect  in  rd 
tion  to  him,  and  that  he  would  receive  no  punishment  without  trial  and  conri 
tion  by  court-martial.  I  asked  the  officer  whether  many  women  and  chlJdn 
were  still  in  Jacksonville?  He  stated  that  many  remained;  and  I  then  wtki 
him  to  give  my  compliments  to  the  commanding  officer  and  say  that  I  thoos; 
an  early  removal  of  them  would  be  advisable. 

Two  hours  later  another  flag  of  truce  was  received  by  us  bearing  a  letter, 
which  the  enclosed,  marked  A,  is  a  copy.     The  following  morning  I  sent  IL'i 
tenant  Sproston  with  a  flag  of  truce,  bearing  a  letter,  marked  B.     The  ci^ 
manding  officer  stated  to  Mr.  Sproston  that  none  of  the  eventualities  specific 
would  occur. 

On  the  28th  the  Seneca  and  Pembina  weighed  anchor,  the  former  goin^  n] 
axvd  the  latter  down,  the  river  to  the  bar.  We  anchored  well  in  under  a  pou 
near  Picolata,  but  saw  no  steamers  attempting  to  pass  down. 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th  both  vessels  anchored  again  off  Jacksonville ;  tl 
town  had  every  appearance  of  being  almost  entirely  deserted. 

The  following  morning  the  Seneca  proceeded  to  the  bar,  hoping  to  find  tl 
Isaac  Smith,  or  some  other  vessel  assigned  to  these  waters,  but,  as  jet,  c^n 
have  arrived.  I  believe  it  probable  that  the  rebels  wish  to  use  Black  creek  fo 
the  purpose  of  transporting  guns  or  other  heavy  burdens,  and  therefore  a  ve?*^ 
above  the  mouth  appears  necessary,  and  another  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Johu^ 
seems  advisable.  This  occupies  the  present  force,  and  leaves  the  vicinity  < 
Jacksonville  unoccupied,  except  upon  the  occasional  removal  of  the  vetf-d 
from  the  other  point. 

There  are  at  this  time  about  twenty  persons  at  Mayport  Mills,  famili<'^  'i 
refugees  and  of  the  soldiers  who  deserted.     They  are  wholly  destitute,  and 
am  obliged  to  feed  them,  or  see  them  starve.     Coming  from  Jacksonville  tlii 
morning  I  seized  upon  a  large  sail  boat,  which  I  will  employ  in  sending  tkfl 
to  Femandina  to-morrow,  if  the  weather  is  £ivorable. 

The  Pembina  is  now  above  the  mouth  of  Black  creek,  and  wHl  remain  tbftj 
four  days,  when  she  will  again  meet  this  vessel  at  Jacksonville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

DANIEL  AMMEN, 

LieuUnant  Commanii^' 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  P.  DuPont, 

CammoHding  Southern  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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A. 

Hbadquarters  Fourth  Bbqimbnt  Florida  Vols.,  C.  S.  A., 

Jacksonville,  April  27,  1862. 

E$tR :  Mijor  Bowen,  of  the  fonrth  Florida  regiment  informed  me  this  mom- 
r  that  the  removal  of  women  and  children  from  this  citj  woold  be  agreeable 
TOQ,  as  it  is  equally  bo  to  me. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  inform  joti  that  hj  Thnrsday  night  next  the  object 
D  be  effected,  providing  convejance  can  be  foimd  for  the  purpose,  of  which 
a  Fhall  be  duly  notified. 

FamiUcs  desiring  to  move  up  or  across  the  river  in  boats  or  lighters,  it  is 
ppo«ed,  will  not  be  interfered  with. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfullj,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWABD  HOPKINS, 

Colond  (Jommanding^ 


B. 

United  States  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  note  yesterday  by  the  hands  of  Major  Bowen.  The 
miival  of  women  and  children  from  the  immediate  presence  of  hostile  forces  ia 
VAV9  desirable,  and  as  I  had  made  my  appearance  here  several  days  ago,  I 
(pp!>sed  by  this  time  few  lemained. 

If  it  18  not  your  object  to  erect  batteries  within  one  statute  mile  of  the  city» 
'  to  throw  large  masses  of  men  into  it,  or  if  we  are  not  fired  upon  in  the 
ieinitj,  no  danger  need  be  apprehended  by  the  peaceable  inhabitants,  and  a 
SDoval  wiU  not  be  necessary.  If,  however,  any  of  the  eventualities  specified 
K  in  contemplation,  I  advise  the  earliest  removal  of  all  who  do  not  expect  to 
tttit  the  fate  of  those  who  are  in  arms. 

As  I  indicated  verbally  the  above  points  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  your 
ot^i  I  trust  that  they  have  already  received  your  full  consideration,  and  that 
D  Mrly,  if  not  an  immediate,  answer  may  be  given. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  AMMEN,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  St*  John's  river,  Florida. 
Colonel  Hopkins, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Jacksonville, 


Flag-Officer  DuPonl  reports  getting  possession  of  the  Planter, 

Flaq-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  harbor,  South  Carolina,  May  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Commander  £.  G.  Parrott,  brought 
^  last  night  by  the  late  rebel  steam-tug  Planter,  in  charge  of  an  officer  and 
^i^v  from  the  Augusta.  She  was  the  armed  despatch  and  transportation 
steamer  attached  to  the  engineer  department  at  Charleston,  under  Srigadier 
^^coenl  Ripley,  whose  barge,  a  short  time  since,  was  brought  out  to  the  block- 
i^lnH?  fleet  by  several  contrabands. 

Tbe  bringing  out  of  this  steamer,  under  all  the  circumstances,  would  have 
ixm  credit  to  any  one.    At  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the  absence  of  the 
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captain,  who  was  on  sliorey  she  left  her  wharf  close  to  the  gOTemment  oS 
and  headquarters,  with  palmetto  and  confederate  flags  flying,  passed  the  m 
cessive  forts,  saluting  as  usual  bj  blowing  her  steam  wliistle.  After  gem 
beyond  the  range  of  the  last  gun,  she  quickly  hauled  down  the  rebel  flagy  a 
hoisted  a  white  one.       « 

The  Onward  was  the  inside  ship  of  the  blockading  fleet  in  the  main  chann 
and  was  preparing  to  fire  when  her  commander  made  out  the  white  flag.  T 
armament  of  the  steamer  is  a  d2-pounder  or  pivot,  and  a  fine  24*poun 
howitzer.  She  has,  beside,  on  her  deck  four  other  guns— one  seven-inch  rifi 
which  were  to  have  been  taken  the  morning  of  the  escape  to  the  new  fort 
the  middle  ground.  One  of  the  four  belonged  to  Fort  Sumter,  and  had  h 
struck  in  the  rebel  attack  on  the  fort  on  the  muzzle.  Robert,  the  intellliH 
slave  and  pilot  of  the  boat,  who  performed  this  bold  feat  so  skilfully,  info 
me  of  this  fact,  presuming  it  would  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  us  to  have  po? 
sion  of  this  gun.  This  man,  Robert  Small,  is  superior  to  any  who  have  c 
into  our  lines — intelligent  as  many  of  them  have  been.  His  information  I 
been  most  interesting,  and  portions  of  it  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  steamer  is  quite  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  squadron  by  her  ^ 
machinery  and  very  light  draught.   The  officer  in  charge  brought  h^  throngb 
Helena  sound,  and  by  the  inland  passage  down  Beaufort  river,  arriving  heit 
10  o'clock  last  night. 

On  board  the  steamer,  when  she  left  Charleston,  were  eight  men,  five  won 
and  three  children. 

I  shall  continue  to  employ  Robert  as  a  pilot  on  board  the  Planter  fur  t 
inland  waters,  with  whicn  he  appears  to  be  very  familiar.  I  do  not  ki 
whether,  in  the  views  of  the  government,  the  vessel  will  be  considered  a  pru 
but,  if  so,  I  respectfully  submit  to  the  department  the  claims  of  this  man  Kolx 
and  his  associates. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  ComnuuuUngy  h 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


United  States  Steamship  AuausTAt 

Of  Charleston,  May  13,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  armed  steamer  VhxA 
was  brought  out  to  us  this  morning  from  Charleston  by  eight  contrabaud^.  &> 
delivered  up  to  the  squadron.  Five  colored  women  and  three  children  are  al; 
on  board.  She  carried  one  32-pounder,  and  one  24-pounder  howitzer,  and  li 
also  on  board  four  large  guns,  which  she  was  engaged  in  transporting 

I  send  her  to  Port  Royal  at  once,  in  order  to  te^e  advantage  of  the  pn^' 
good  weather.  I  send  Charleston  papers  of  th?  12th,  and  the  very  intollip^ 
contraband  who  was  in  charge  will  give  you  the  information  which  he  bi 
brought  off. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  baeki  as  soon  aa  conrenm 
the  officer  and  crew  sent  on  board. 

I  am,  respectMly,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  a  PARROTT, 
Commttnder  and  Senior  Officer  preset 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron* 
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Proceedings  qf  Commander  Prentiss  in  Wtnyaw  Bay,  !^. 

'Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  28,  1862. 

S(R :  When  off  Greorgetown  in  the  Keystone  State,  on  the  19th  instant,  Com- 
izider  PrentisB,  of  the  Albatross,  and  the  senior  officer  of  the  blockading 
xe  off  that  port,  informed  me  that  he  had  delayed  crossing  the  bar,  being  ap- 
rh^n:;ive  that  the  steamer  Seabrook,  with  a  thousand  bales  of  cotton  on  board, 
ght  get  out  of  the  Santee  while  he  was  inside,  but  that  he  was  preparing  to 
ter.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a  very  interesting  report  from  him  detail- 
?  Kid  operations  and  occupation  of  Winjaw  baj. 

Commander  Prentiss  crossed  the  bar  on  the  21st  instant,  with  the  Albatross 
d  tlic  Norwich,  lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan,  and  entered  Winyaw  bay. 
Iter  passing  a  Bmall  deserted  redoubt  near  the  light-house,  an  extensive  forti- 
AtioQ  was  observed  on  South  island  with,  apparently,  several  large  guns 
i^nnted;  but  on  approaching  nearer,  it  was  found  deserted,  and  the  guns  proved 

Im^  Quakers.  Another  fortification,  on  Gat  island,  was  also  observed. 
(>n  the  22d  he  stood  up  the  bay  for  the  city  of  Georgetown,  entered  Sawpit 
eek,  and  steamed  slowly  along  the  wharves.  Not  being  prepared  to  hold  the 
ftci-s  Commander  Prentiss  did  not  land,  knowing  there  was  a  force  of  both 
ividry  and  artillery  in  the  town,  and  a  contest  might  have  involved  the  destmc- 
DQ  of  the  city.  He  ascended  the  Wacamaw  river,  about  ten  miles  above 
'^r^town,  through  a  rich  and  beautiful  country,  meeting  with  no  resistance. 
If  UK>k  under  his  protection  about  eighty  contrabands. 

The  rebels  are  much  alarmed,  and  are  leaving  their  plantations  in  every 
intrtion,  driving  their  slaves  before  them  to  the  pine  woods. 

Hkc  department,  I  am  sure,  will  be  pleased  with  the  report  of  Commander 
Vc-Qtisg,  as  it  conveys  not  only  important  information,  but  at  the  same  time 
cinces,  on  his  part,  courage  and  discretion. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtuidron. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


United  States  Steambb  Albatross, 
Wtnyaw  Bay,  May  25,  1862. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  instant, 
billing  my  draught  of  water  sufficiently  reduced,  I  passed  the  bar  with  the 
Jtumer  Norwich,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan,  in  company,  and  entered 
^i"  bay.  Pacing  a  small  deserted  redoubt  near  the  light-house,  we  could  see, 
^  Scmth  island,  quite  an  extensive  fortification  with,  apparently,  several  large 
r^  mounted  in  harbette.  We  ran  for  this,  but  on  nearer  approach  found  it 
»J«ftdoned  and  armed  with  rebel  Quakers.  From  this  point  we  could  see,  on 
^'ai  Uland,  a  well-built  fort.  Some  cavalry  appeared  in  the  skirts  of  the  wood- 
^4ni  We  scattered  them  with  a  few  shell,  and  running  under  the  walls  found 
^  (ie^rtt«d  like  the  others,  and  armed  with  like  harmless  batteries.  This  was  a 
^cUboilt  fortification,  of  Quadrangular  form,  fitted  with  platforms  for  mounting 
^  gona  and  containing  Domb-proofs,  magazines,  and  furnace  for  hot  shot.  I 
'f i^^.  fired  the  fort  and  encampment  near  it,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of 
UffiW  prepared  for  closing  the  chauneL 
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At  daylight  on  the  22d  I  Btood  up  the  bay  for  the  city  of  Oeorgetown, 
tered  Sawpit  creek,  on  which  it  is  bult,  and  steamed  Blowly  along  tht  wharvi 
the  muzzles  of  our  guns  within  thirt j  yards  of  the  houses. 

A  brig  loaded  with  turpentine  was  nred  as  we  approached,  probably  with 
intention  of  st9pping  us,  out  tha  time  chosen  for  entering  was  slack-water,  ai 
the  wind  unfavorable  for  their  purposes.  We  passed  the  burning  hull  to 
outskirts  of  the  town,  turned  with  some  difficulty,  and  retraced  our  mute, 
ping  from  time  to  time  to  capture  a  boat  or  see  if  the  authorities  were  dis 
to  communicate  with  us.  I  had  sent  "Vford  to  the  Union  men  to  make  no  deoKj 
stration  whatever,  as  I  was  not  prepared  to  hold  the  place  permanently.  A  fi 
however,  appeared  upon  the  wharves  and  indicated  by  gestures  or  words  t[ 
joy  at  seeing  us,  while  the  masses  of  citizens  kept  aloof.  No  hostile  moveme] 
was  made,  though  there  were  at  the  time  both  cavalry  and  artillery  in  the  pi 
While  passing  up  a  woman  appeared  in  the  belfry  of  a  church  or  city  hall, 
spread  a  rebel  flag  over  the  bell.  I  was  greatly  tempted  to  send  on  shore 
seize  it,  but  refrained,  from  the  consideration  that  a  contest  in  the  streets  w< 
have  compelled  me  to  destroy  the  city,  involving  the  ruin  of  the  innocent  wii 
the  guilty.  This  would  have  been  the  work  oi  a  few  minutes  only,  and  I  sa 
prepared  to  put  the  place  in  possession  of  the  military  whenever  they  will  m 
a  force  to  occupy  it  permanently  and  protect  the  Union  men,  who  number  ncari 
one-fourth  of  the  population. 

In  the  afternoon  I  ran  up  the  Wacamaw  about  ten  miles,  through  a  rich  at 
beautiful  country,  stopped  at  a  public  mill,  seized  a  lighter  of  rice,  several  boat^ 
and  about  eighty  contrabands,  who  claimed  my  protection.  I  then  returned  i 
the  anchorage,  near  the  light-house,  and  founded  a  colony,  which  is  rapid) 
increasing. 

From  time  to  time  I  have  shelled  the  woods  where  encampments  have  hee 
found,  and  there  is  not  now  a  solitary  rebel  on  North  or  South  island.  T 
day  I  destroyed  the  last  remaining  bridge  which  connects  with  the  main  land 
and  there  is  no  longer  danger  from  incursion  of  cavalry,  the  only  ann  tluit  i 
efficient,  or  that  dares  venture  down  here.  The  rebels  are  just  now  very  muc 
firightened,  and  are  leaving  their  plantations  in,  every  direction,  driving  thei 
slaves  before  them  to  the  pine  woods. 

Large  quantities  of  rice  are  stowed  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  tb 
armies  at  Charleston  and  Savannah  are  constantly  supplied  from  them.    If  y^^ 
will  send  me  the  means,  (small  steamers  and  vessels  for  trausportatiou,)  I  cai 
capture  immense  quantities,  but  to  do  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  seize  the  miW 
at  the  same  time,  for  when  we  commence  seizing  they  will  commence  bumioi 
them.    •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  PfiENTISS. 

Commander, 

Fhig-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^ 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 


Possession  of  Stono  hy  the  gunboat*. 

Flao-Suip  Wabasb, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  31, 1862. 

Sir  !  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  ihat  the  gunboate  have  po^^ 
session  of  Stono. 

From  information  derived  chiefly  from  the  contraband  pilot,  Robert  SmaUt  I 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  rebels  had  abandon^  th^  i;MUterie»«  and  acconi- 
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^y  directed  Commander  Marchand,  the  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  to  make 
ceomioi^ance  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report.  This  was  done  on  the  19th 
itaut,  and  the  information  proving  correct,  I  ordered  the  gunboats,  on  the  next 
V,  (being  mjself  off  Charleston  in  the  Keystone  State,)  to  cross  the  bar. 
The  Unadilla,  Pembina,  and  Ottawa,  under^  Commander  Marchand,  assisted 
U4?riiiD7  bj  O.  O.  Boutelle,  esq.,  assistant  on*  the  Coast  Survey,  succeeded  in 
tenog  StonOt  and  proceeded  up  the  river  above  the  old  fort  opposite  Legard- 
llf.  On  their  approach  the  barracks  were  fired  and  deserted  by  the  enemy. 
Six  prisoners  were  captured  by  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Bradford,  two  officers  of  the 
mjing  steamer  Bibb,  with  a  boat's  crew  of  five  seamen.  The  prisoners  were 
picket  goard  at  the  magazine  of  the  old  fort,  and  belong  to  the  24th  South 
irolina  regiment.  On  the  28th  instant  the  Huron  crossed  the  bar,  and  the  day 
Howing  the  Pawnee. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report  of  Commander  Drayton,  in  which 
•  snjtf :  "We  are  in  as  complete  possession  of  the  river  as  of  Port  Royal,  and 
n  land  and  protect  the  army  whenever  it  wishes."  There  are  no  batteries  of 
(c  enemy  on  the  Stono  below  Wappoo  Cut,  where,  however,  the  rebels  have  a 
itteiy  of  smooth-bore  guns,  with  a  rifled  cannon  of  long  range,  exceeding  that 
'  imy  ia  the  squadron. 

Tlud  important  base  of  operations — the  Stono-— has  thus  been  secured  for  fur- 
ler  operationi!  by  the  army  against  Charleston,  of  which  General  Hunter  -pro- 
iwe^  to  take  advantage.  I  have  put  at  his  disposal,  for  the  transportation  of 
^s,  the  steamers  Alabama,  Bienville,  Henry  Andrew,  Hale,  and  Planter. 
^0  togs  Petit  and  Mercury  are  to-night  employed  on  the  same  duty. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser^^ant, 

S.  r.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Cotk'dg  South  Ati<intic  Blockading  Squadron* 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


United  States  Steamer  Pavitneb, 

Stono,  May  30, 1862. 

Bis:  lu  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  28th  instant  I  entered  this  place  the 
Mloriag  morning,  but  not  without  some  difficulty;  for,  although  it  was  at  the 
vtry  top  of  the  tide  and  in  the  best  water,  my  vessel  struck  heavily  twenty 
^^'^i  nd  I  am  satisfied  that  every  vessel  drawing  more  than  nine  feet  must 
•Jvays  do  so, 

I  foaod  that  Captain  Marchand  had  arrived  here  the  evening  before  with  the 
^in,  and  had  already  ordered  almost  everything  that  I  had  intended  doing 
AjHilf.  Two  vessels  had  been  sent  to  look  for  the  battery  that  had  fired  on 
|^<'  UoadiDa,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  on  his  return,  reported  that 
^  TO  been  removed  to  Charleston,  probably  having  thrown  the  guns  overboard, 
u  ^ae  were  felt  under  the  mud,  belonging  either  to  this  battery  or  to  an  earth 
m  whicli  was  destroyed  by  him. 

1  found  the  Pembina  and  Huron  a  little  above  Legardville,  the  Ottawa  lower 
J^^^  and  with  the  three  vessels  went  up  until,  at  the  last  bend  of  the  river  be- 
»^Tt  coming  to  Wappoo  Cut,  we  opened  fire  on  a  small  steamer  which  was  seen 
^*r  that  place,  wnen  a  fire  was  opened  on  us  from  a  very  heavy  rifled  gun, 
^jme  of  whose  shot  and  shell  fell  a  little  short.  Here  I  left  the  Pembina  and 
lljuwi  for  the  night  a  little  above  Newtown  creek,  returning  to  the  Pawnee, 
•ttjch  Had  left  below  the  piles  off  Legardville. 

^  morning,  having  had  some  of  the  piles  drawn  up,  I  passed  through  the 
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barrier  and  went  to  the  place  where  I  had  left  the  two  ganboats,  in  the  Pawrjf* 
where  I  anchored  her,  and  continued  on  in  the  Ellen.  On  rounding  a  ptiinr  I 
little  above  we  came  in  full  sight  of  the  fortification  from  which  the  ^n  m 
been  fired  yesterday,  when  I  opened  with  the  Parrott  guns  of  the  Ell«^n.  t! 
shell  from  which  just  reached,  with  20-Becond  fuses  and  about  16  degrees  fl^v 
tion.  This  was  immediately  returned  from  their  rifle,  the  shells  from  wLiJ 
were  fired  with  such  accuracy  that  I  think  they  must  have  meaaured  the  di 
tance.  After  having  received  about  a  dozen  fires  and  returned  them  nitli 
more,  and  having  gained  as  much  information  of  the  battery  a«  was  iraji-jRns 
I  returned  to  the  Pawnee,  from  which  vessel  I  also  threw  a  few  ehelle,  and 
sunset  returned  to  the  neighborhood  of  Legaroville,  intending  to  send  the  lii 
dilla  to  you  in  the  morning  had  the  Flora  not  arrived.  The  contrabands  liH : 
that  torpedoes  have  been  laid  in  the  river;  but  even  were  this  not  the  eart. 
hardly  think  that  the  gimboats  could  go  beyond  where  I  did  to-day  ridij 
great  risk  of  sticking  in  the  mud.  Besides  the  rifle  gun  alluded  to,  the  biiti*  i 
contains  a  number  of  smooth-bores,  the  negroes  say  seven,  the  shot  from  whici 
however,  all  fell  much  short  of  us,  the  distance  being  over  two  and  a  half  ni;l«l 
according  to  Captain  Boutelle's  measurement,  who  knows  every  inch  of  t( 
ground,  having  had  a  surveying  station  near  by.  As  this  battery  is  on  ^»i 
may  be  called  a  different  island  from  that  on  which  the  army  are  to  act,  I  •{ 
not  see  that  it  can  have  any  bearing  on  their  occupation. 

To  sum  up,  we  are  in  as  complete  possession  of  the  river  as  of  Port  R'-ya 
and  can  land  and  protect  the  army  whenever  it  wishes.     Beyond  the  narli 
our  guns  I  cannot,  of  course,  be  responsible  for;  it  must,  to  a  certain  cxkq| 
then  look  out  for  itself.  ! 

We  see  horsemen  eveiywhere  on  the  watch,  but  they  are  becoming  a  iJtt 
shy,  as  we  have  fired  at  them  several  times.  ^ 

The  Flora  will  take  away  a  number  of  our  contrabands,  who  arc  a  littl«- 1 
the  way  at  present,  although  I  think  the  army  could  find  plenty  of  work  i\ 
twice  as  many.  The  battery  I  have  alluded  to  is  close  to  TV  appoo  Cut,  but  M 
Hafford,  who  goes  down  with  this,  will  point  out  all  the  localites. 

Captain  Marchand  went  out  this  morning  to  join  his  vessel.  There  are  vii 
me  at  present  the  Huron,  Unadilla,  Pembina,  Ottawa,  and  Helen.  The  IM 
only  arrived  late  this  evening  as  I  came  down  the  river ;  and,  as  she  ptart^  i 
daylight,  I  may,  in  my  hurry,  not  have  made  myself  clear;  but,  a«  I  said  ab-»v» 
Mr.  Hafford  can  explain  everything.  The  Pembina  and  Huron  are  now  ahi'V 
Newtown  creek,  where  I  shall  leave  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  at  StMO. 

Flag-Officer  S   F.  DuPont, 

CammandiTier  South  Atlantic  Blockadina^  Squadron,  Port  Royal 

P.  S. — I  enclose  requisitions  from  the  Huron;  the  rifles  are  much  ^'^^[^ 
Captain  Dowiies  states,  but  are  scratched  out  because  of  a  previous  reqai?!'''^'* 


Death  of  Lieutenant  John  G.  Sprottan* 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhor,  South  Carolina,  June  11. 186^- 

Sir  :  Enclosed  the  department  will  find  a  conmiunication  from  Lieutenanl 
Commanding  Ammen,  of  the  Seneca,  reporting  the  de^th  of  Lieutenant  i^"^ 
G.  Sproston,  the  executive  officer  of  that  vessel. 
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The  man  Hneton,  whose  capture  was  deemed  important,  was  a  guerilla  chief 
*  desperate  character,  too  many  of  whom  are  still  left  in  Florida.  He  had  par- 
ripated  in  the  ambuscade  on  the  boats  of  the  Penguin  and  Andrew  in  Mosquito 
lit,  wben  two  oflScere  and  five  men  were  killed. 

A  contraband  who  acted  as  pilot  on  that' occasion,  and  was  wounded  and 
tkin  prisoner,  this  man  hung  to  a  tree  and  boasted  of  it.  After  being  wounded, 
[oi'ton'?  life  was  spared  by  the  sudden  interposition  of  his  wife. 

Lieatenant  Sproston  was  an  able,  brave,  and  devoted  officer,  from  the  State 
f  Maryland.  He  had  come  under  my  observation  on  the  China  station  in 
K-S^S.  He  was  distinguished  while  in  the  command  of  one  of  the  boats  which 
wtpiyed  the  rebel  privateer  under  the  guns  of  the  Pensacola  navy  yard  in 
tptrmber,  1861,  and  his  whole  conduct  during  this  war  has  been  gallant  and 
leritorious.     I  consider  him  a  great  loss  to  this  fleet  and  to  the  service. 

Ilijt  remains  will  be  forwarded  by  the  Arago.  May  I  ask  the  department  to 
ftve  thorn  sent  to  Baltimore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
FLag'Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


United  States  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Mayport  Milh,  St.  John's  river,  Florida,  June  8,  1862. 

SiE:  I  have  the  melancholy  duty  to  report  the  death  of  Lieutenant  John 
5.  Spro?ton,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel.  At  3.30  a.  m.  of  to-day  he 
M  m  command  of  three  boats,  with  Acting  Master  J.  H.  Bodgers,  Master's 
Uatfr  Fiske,  and  forty  small  arm  men.  He  was  accompanied  by  a  reserve 
fMrte  of  thirty  men  from  the  Patroon. 

The  object  was  to  capture  a  man  named  George  Huston,  a  captain  of  a  com- 

Dr  of  rebels  now  in  the  vicinity  of  Black  creek.     I  was  informed  that  Huston 

osi^ted  of  having  hung  a  negro  pilot  who  was  captured  at  the  time  of  the 
ji^ath  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  near  Smyrna,  and  on  that  account  I 
^•*lied  him  as  a  prisoner,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  general  tranquility  of 
pciWDs  along  this  river,  most  of  whom,  I  doubt  not,  would  gladly  acknowledge 
th^  antbority  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  were  they  not  in  fear  of 
^l^nce  from  men  of  this  character. 

iJeatenant  Sproston  landed  at  early  daylight  and  proceeded  rapidly  with  his 
Fany  to  the  house  of  Huston ;  the  latter,  it  appears,  was  apprised  of  his  coming,  and 
if^'l  him  at  the  door,  armed  with  a  double  barrelled  gun,  two  pistols,  and  a 
^H'»ie  knife.  Upon  the  demand  of  Lieutenant  Sproston  to  surrender  himself  as 
*  prisoner,  Huston  fired  at  him  with  a  pistol,  the  ball  entering  high  up  on  the 
left  breaat,  killing  him  instatitly.  Huston  discharged  the  other  pistol  and  gun 
*ith»mt  further  injury  to  our  party,  and  was  instantly  wounded  in  four  places, 

*D'i  brought  on  board.    He  is  supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded.     Several  shots 
Wen*  fired  from  Huston's  house  by  persons  who  escaped. 

HttBton's  firing  upon  Lieutenant  Sproston,  supported  as  he  was  by  a  large 
f'^rc^j,  was  a  wilful  murder,  and  involved  necessarily  his  own  destruction. 
It  i»  needless  for  me  to  state  to  you  and  to  the  department  the  character  of 

Lientcoant  Sproston,  known  as  he  is  as  a  highly  accomplished  and  honorable 
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officer.    I  cannot  refrain,  however,  from  ezpresaing  my  deep  regret  that  the 
country  should  have  lost  bo  valuable  an  office^  bj  the  hand  of  a  miscreant 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verj  reflpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  ANMMEN. 
Lieut,  Cofk^g  and  Senior  Officer  of  forces  in  St.  John't  rnc 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrom, 

Port  Royalf  South  Carolina. 


Barbarities  practiced  on  negroes  on  Hutchinson  island,  South  Carolina. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  very  interesting  and  very  graphic  letter  &rii| 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxton,  of  the  Dale,  giving,  in  strong  and  earoH 
words,  the  condition  of  many  of  these  sea  islands  in  consequence  of  the  witii' 
drawal  of  the  army  forces  to  Stono. 

The  Dale  is  anchored  in  St.  Helena  sound,  abreast  of  a  fort  on  Otter  bland, 
which  imtil  lately  was  occupied  by  the  troops  of  Greneral  Hunter,  while  at  tlie 
same  time  pickets  were  stationed  on  many  of  the  adjacent  islands  to  give  iiotic« 
of  the  approach  of  the  rebels.  In  consequence  of  late  projected  movementi 
most  of  these  forces  have  been  transferred  to  Stono,  leaving  only  the  Dale,  a 
sailing  vessel,  to  protect  the  contrabands  remaining  of  choice  on  the  plantatiozL'v 
where  many  of  them  had  been  bom. 

The  rebels,  through  information  given  by  a  negro  who  had  been  emplojcd  bj 
our  army,  became  aware  of  the  absence  of  our  troops,  and,  under  this  man'^ 
guidance,  made  a  descent  upon  Mrs.  March's  plantation,  on  Hutchinsou'A  islafld. 
surrounded  the  house  with  a  ferocity  characteristic  at  all  events  of  this  part  "^ 
the  south,  murdered  in  cold  blood  the  poor  unfortunates,  who  were  awakem>lj 
from  their  slumbers  to  fall  by  the  hands  of  the  infrudated  rebels. 

The  department  will  perceive  by  the  narrative  how  much  the  gunboats  arei 
looked  up  to  by  the  contrabands  for  their  defence,  and  how  much  thej  are 
feared  by  the  enemy  for  attack.  Even  while  engaged  in  firing  upon  frighteQc^. 
unarmed  blacks,  their  constant  dread  was  of  the  ship. 

But,  whilst  desirous  to  a£fbrd  protection  in  all  cases,  I  must  earnestly  v^^ 
upon  the  department  the  necessity  of  sending  me  more  steam-vessek  of  %!>' 
draught,  ana  at  the  same  time  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the 
urgent  need  of  more  troops  on  this  part  of  the  coast. 

A  good  portion  of  my  force  is  now  in  the  Stono  river  covering  the  army,  ai»r 
lam  necessarily  obliged  to  take  these  vessels  from  their  legitimate  daty^i 
blockading,  and  this  at  a  time  when,  from  information  derived  from  tlic  ie])8X^' 
ment,  a  concerted  attempt  is  about  being  made  to  break  the  blockade,  either  by 
stratagem  or  force. 

The  army  for  months  past  has  had  control  in  a  measure  of  many  of  the  pe& 
islands  in  this  vicinity,  extending  to  North  Edisto.  The  contmbands  have 
remained  quietly  here  cultivating  the  plantations  under  our  protectiou,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  government  is  bound  by  every  principle  of  juiitice  and 
policy  to  shield  them  from  .these  barbarous  inroads^' 

I  think  this  a  fitting  occasion  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  eaniestne^ 
ever  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxton  since  he  has  had  cliarge  ci 
the  waters  of  St.  Helena  sound. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DtJPONT, 
Flag' Officer  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtuulnm* 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C. 
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United  States  Ship  Dale, 
St.  Helena  Sound,  S.  C^  June  13,  1862. 

Sia:  This  morning  at  4  o'clock  it  was  reported  to  me  that  there  was  a  large 
^  on  HntehiiiBon'a  island,  and  shortly  after  that  a  preconcerted  signal  that 
14!  enemj  were  in  the  vicinity  had  been  made  from  the  house  of  our  pUot.  I 
ozDediatelj  started  in  the  gig,  accompanied  by  the  tender  Wild-Gat,  Boatswain 
'owns;  laonch.  Acting  Imdshipnian  Terry;  1st  cutter,  Acting  Master  Bil- 
D^;  2d  cutter,  Acting  Master  Hawkins;  and  3d  cutter,  Coxwain  Shurtleff,  up 
[om  or  Big  Biver  creek,  in  the  direction  of  the  fire.  Soon  after  leaving  the 
kip  a  canoe,  containing  three  negroes,  was  met,  who  stated  that  the  rebels, 
Iree  hundred  strong,  were  at  Mrs.  March's  plantation  killing  all  the  negroes.  * 
Aa  we  advanced  up  the  creek  we  were  constantly  met  by  canoes,  with  two 
r  tiiree  negroes  in  tnem,  panic-stricken,  and  making  their  way  to  the  ship, 
rfaUc  white  flags  were  to  be  seen  flying  from  every  inhabited  point,  around 
rhich  were  dostered  groups  of  frightened  fogitives.  When  about  two  and  a 
ii2f  miles  from  Mis.  Mardhi's  I  was  obliged  to  anchor  the  Wilt-Gat,  from  the 
nut  of  sufficient  water  in  the  channel,  with  orders  to  be  ready  to  cover  our 
etreat,  if  necessaiy. 
On  arriving  at  Mrs.  March's  the  scene  was  most  painful;  her  dwelling  and 
Ikapel  were  in  ruins,  the  air  heavy  with  smoke,  while  at  the  landing  were 
B^embled  over  one  hundred  souls,  mostly  women  and  children,  in  the  utmost 
iutieas. 

Throwing  oat  a  picket  guard,  and  taking  every  proper  measure  against  sur- 
fffido,  I  satisfied  myself  that  the  enemy  were  not  in  our  immediate  neighbor- 
iwiod,  the  negroes  assuring  me  that  they  had  left  the  island  and  returned  to 
Fort  Chapman. 

I  then  gathered  the  following  particulars :  The  rebels  during  the  night  landed 
un  the  inland  from  Fort  Ghapman  with  a  force  of  unknown  numbers,  guided  by 
a  o«^  who  for  a  long  time  had  been  on  Otter  island  in  the  employ  of  the  army, 
KTxrroonded  the  house  and  chapel,  in  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  negroes 
wcTt*  housed,  posting  a  strong  guard  to  oppose  our  landing.  , 

At  early  dawn  they  fired  a  volley  through  the  house.  As  the  alarmed  people 
tprang,  nearly  naked,  from  their  beds  and  rushed  forth  frantic  with  fear,  they 
»cn?  Rhot,  arrested,  or  knocked  down.  The  first  inquiry  of  the  rebels  was  for 
the  '*d— d  Yimkees,"  and  at  what  time  we  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
ttUfl,  mmgled  with  exclamations  of  "Be  quick,  boys,  the  people  from  the 
•hip  will  be  up ;"  "  let's  bum  the  houses;"  "not  yet,  they  will  see  the  fire  from 
the  ihip  and  come  up."  * 

ILiTing  collected  most  of  the  chickens  and  despoiled  many  of  the  poor  people 
^  their  very  wretched  clothing,  and  telling  them  that,  as  they  belonged  to  the 
^''Ute,  or  others  nearly  adjoining,  they  would  not  molest  them,  they  fired  the 
•wiMiDgB  and  fled.. 

As  the  people  were  clamorous  to  be  removed,  I  filled  the  boats  with  them  and 
pnllod  down  to  the  tender,  on  board  of  which  they  were  placed.  On  our  return 
wr  the  remainder,  they  were  observed,  as  we  approached  the  landing,  to  be  in 
the  utmost  confusion,  dashing  wildly  into  the  marshes  and  screaming,  "  the 
*««sh  are  coming  back."  On  investigation,  however,  it  proved  to  be  that  the 
^^f^r,  in  full  sight  about  two  miles  off,  crossing  an  open  space  of  ground,  were 
m  hasty  retreat  instead  of  advancing.  On  our  first  visit  they  must  have  been 
contealed  in  a  patch  of  woods  not  more  than  half  a  mile  from  our  pickets. 

Hiving  succeeded  in  removing  or  providing  with  boats  all  who  wished  to 
'*^n»at  to  collect  their  little  property,  I  returned  to  the  ship,  bringing  with  me 
^Qt  MTenty,  among  them  one  man  literally  riddled  with  balls  and  buckshot, 
(»W  dead ;)  anotlier  shot  through  the  lungs,  and  struck  over  the  forehead  with 
^  clnbbed  musket,  btying  l^e  bone  perfecdy  bare ;  one  woman  shot  in  the  leg. 
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Bfaoulder,  and  thigh ;  one  far  gone  with  pregnancj,  with  dislocation  of  the  hip 
joint,  and  injury  to  the  womh,  caused  hy  leaping  from  a  second  story  window  i 
and  another  with  displacement  of  the  cap  of  the  knee  and  injury  of  the  V^, 
from  the  same  cause. 

It  appears  that  the  negro  who  guided  the  party  had  returned  to  them  afta 
the  evacuation  of  this  place,  told  them  all  the  troops  had  been  withdrawn.  aQd 
that  the  islands  were  entirely  unprotected  except  by  this  ship.  I  am,  thfrt 
fore,  at  a  loss  to  account  for  their  extreme  barbarity  to  negroes,  most  of  wbi^a 
wore  living  on  the  plantation,  where  they  had  been  bom,  peacefully  tilling  tli« 
land  for  their  support,  which  their  masters,  by  deserting,  had  denied  them,  and 
who  were  not  even  remotely  connected  with  the  hated  Yankee.        •        *      • 

I  trust  you  will  approve  my  sending  the  contrabands  to  Hilton  Head.  H»d 
I  not  been  unable  to  provide  for  such  a  large  number,  and  so  much  embana^M"] 
by  the  frequent  demands  made  upon  me  for  provisions  by  new  arrivals,  I  eboulJ 
have  waited  for  your  orders  in  the  matter. 

Last  Tuesday  we  had  an  arrival  of  thirty  from  the  main  land,  and  scarcflv  a 
day  passed  without  one  or  more  arrivals,  always  in  a  half-starved  c^nditiot], 
whose  appeals  for  food  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  resist,  though  trespa.-^pinj; 
rather  largely  on  the  ship's  stores.  All  the  new  arrivals  give  the  same  accnnn: 
of  the  want  and  scarcity  of  provisions  among  the  white  population,  and  of  their 
own  dangers  and  sufferings  in  effecting  their  escape. 

Though  exercising  no  control  over  the  negroes  on  the  neighboring  islands.  I 
have,  ever  since  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  urged  them  to  move  to  Edi?t<>  "t 
St.  Helena,  and  warned  them  that  some  night  they  would  be  visited  br  tbf 
rebels ;  but  the  majority  insisted  on  remaining,  because  it  was  their  home,  whil** 
all  seemed  to  have  the  most  perfect  faith  in  the  protection  of  the  ship,  tbou^li 
perhaps,  as  was  the  case  last  night,  ten  or  twelve  miles  distant  from  her. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  TRUXTON, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

ComnCg  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Royals  S.  C. 


Operations  in  North  Edisto  river.  South  Carolina,  June  21,  1862. 

Flaq-Ship  Wabash» 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C^  June  25, 1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  another  interesting  Report  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Bhind  of  further  operations  in  North  Edisto. 

On  the  21  st  instant,  with  the  Crusader  and  the  Planter,  and  piloted  by  Rolnrt 
Small,  he  ran  up  North  Edisto  river  into  Wadmelaw  sound  as  far  as  Simmou^'^ 
Bluff,  which  is  on  the  mainland. 

The  rebels  had  an  encampment  there  and  some  artillery,  but  made  no  n«o  <»t 
the  latter.  A  few  broadsides  from  the  Crusader  dispersed  the  enerav,  aua 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Bhind,  landing  with  a  company  of  the  55th  Peniifvl* 
vania  volunteers,  under  command  of  Captain  Bennett,  met  with  no  resistance. 
About  thirty  tents  and  some  cabins  used  as  quarters  were  fired,  and  a  fc^ 
'  muskets  brought  away.    We  had  no  casualties. 

The  department  has  noticed  how  active  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bhind  k*^ 
been  while  holding  the  waters  of  North  Edisto,  but  I  respectfully  submit  thai 
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e  ^hoold  have  a  better  command  sent  to  him,  when  the  department  can  do  so, 
it  I  think  he  has  justly  earned  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


United  States  Steamer  Crusader, 

North  Edisto,  June  23,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  2l8t  I  took  this  vessel,  followed  by  the  Planter,  Acting  Master 
Pheaix,  np  to  Simmons's  Bluff,  on  Wadmelaw  sound,  and,  after  a  short  engage- 
oQCut,  drove  off  a  force  of  the  enemy  stationed  there,  and  captured  and  destroyed 
thtir  camp.     On  board  the  Planter  were  four  officers  and  seventy  men  of  the 
Soih  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  under  command   of  Captain  Bennett.     From 
orders  and  papers  found  in  the  camp,  it  appears  that  the  force  at  the  point  con- 
ihiXtd  of  the  Marion  artillery  and  two  companies  of  the  16th  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  and  that  the  regiment  was  placed  two  miles  back.    As  we  ap- 
proached the  point  the  artillery  (which  seemed  to  be  quartered  in  some  planta- 
tion houses  near  a  mile  off)  was  seen  advancing,  and  some  baggage  wagons 
e^uing  off  from  the  bluff.     We  advanced  slowly  without  firing,  my  object  being 
U)  draw  the  artillery  down;  but  they  seemed  to  halt  in  a  clump  of  woods  some 
di:^ace  from  the  point,  and  apparently  retired,  as  we  saw  no  more  of  them 
daring  ihe  day.     We  passed  slowly  by  the  bluff  at  half  pistol-shot  distance, 
and  received  a  smart  musketry  fire  from  rifle-pits  and  the  houses.     Our  nearness 
eecms  to  have  disconcerted  their  aim,  as  their  volleys  passed  hannlessly  over 
oor  heads.     A  couple  of  broadsides  were  discharged  at  them,  and  when  the 
innnke  cleared  away  the  enemy  had  disappeared.     Rounding  to  above  the  bluff, 
▼e  passed  slowly  down  again  and  anchored  abreast  the  rifle-pits  and  houses. 
1  then  went  on  board  the  Planter,  and  taking  her  in  to  the  shore,  landed  with 
Captain  Bennett's  command,  fired  their  tents,  about  thirty  in  number,  and  some 
cabins  used  as  quarters.    The  enemy  had  taken  off  the  baggage,  &c.,  before 
*e  landed.    A  few  muskets  and  other  articles  were  brought  away.    We  returned 
to  oar  anchorage  off  the  wharf  about  6  p.  m.  without  loss,  and  with  very  trifling 
ittaage. 

Colonel  White,  of  the  55th  Pennsylvania,  commanding  the  post  here,  and 
liia  officers  and  men,  co-operated  with  us  with  great  cordiality. 
Very  respectfrdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  RHIND, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Flag-officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Engagement  on  Jameses  island, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  3,  1862. 

8iE :  The  most  important  of  my  late  operations  has  been  reported  to  the 
^ppartment,  viz:  the  quick  seizure  of  Stono  inlet  and  river  before  the  rebels 
could  discover  the  very  great  military  error  they  had  committed  in  abandoning 
tlwj  BtiDDg  defences  of  those  waters,  protected  as  they  were  on  the  interior  by 
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the  dangerous  Bhifting  and  shallow  bar  leadmg  into  them.  The  army  deter 
mined  to  avail  itself  of  this  snccessful  turning  of  all  the  forts  in  ChaHestoo 
harbor,  which  presented  so  firm  and  proximate  a  base  of  operations. 

Under  the  cover  of  light  vessels,  including  the  Pawnee,  which  was  bum 
over  the  bar,  the  troops  were  landed  on  James's  island,  the  firing  being  aim 
continuous  for  two  days,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  secure  positions.  Th 
naval  part  of  the  operations  having  received  the  commendation  of  the  co 
manding  general  in  an  order  which  I  have  before  transmitted.  On  the  rei 
of  Major  General  Hunter  to  Port  Royal  an  attempt  was  made  in  his  abeenc^ 
by  a  general  advance  of  the  army  forces,  to  cany  the  rebel  works  at  SecesakiQ 
ville,  which,  it  was  thought,  were  in  unpleasant  proximity  to  the  camps.  Tbt 
effort  was  unsuccessful,  and  the  troops  fell  bactc:  without  being  fired  upon  f'\ 
followed,  and  returned  to  their  lines  without  demoralization,  but,  I  grieve  to  M 
with  a  loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  approaching  seven  hundred. 

This  event  was  followed  by  an  order  for  the  evacuation  of  James's  ie\aik 
and  of  the  works  already  erected  there.  On  hearing  this,  incidentally,  I  mn^ 
diately  despatched  Obmmander  G.  B.  P.  Bodgers  (who,  in  addition  to  his  dmvs 
as  captain  of  this  ship,  has  been  discharging  those  of  captain  of  the  ieet)  m 
Stono,  to  see  Gommander  Drayton  and  ascertain  the  effect  which  this  new  ordci 
of  things  might  produce  on  the  naval  force.  I  have  the  views  of  both  the« 
intelligent  and  experienced  officers,  based  upon  a  local  inspection  of  the  impor 
tant  points  involved,  and  I  purpose  myself,  though  a  short  time  ago  I  ps£^ 
along  all  the  points  of  my  station,  to  visit  them  in  a  few  days  again. 

4t  •  •  •  *  *  *  •  •- 

8.  F.  DUPONT, 
FlcLg' Officer  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrm 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy* 


Commander  G,  B,  Balch*s  report  qfreconnoissance  up  the  Bladk  river, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  August  21,  IS62. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Gommander  G.  B,  Balch  of* 
reconnoissance  up  the  Black  river,  some  twenty-five  miles  above  Greoigetovu. 
with  the  Pocahontas  and  the  captured  steam-tug  Treaty.  It  was  conductM 
with  the  energy  and  intrepidity  characteristic  of  that  officer,  who  was  also  ▼til 
supported  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  in  command  of  the  tog. 

The  expedition  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  a  rebel  steamer, 
called  the  Nina,  said  to  be  in  the  Black  river,  about  forty  miles  above  Geoi?^ 
town ;  but  after  ascending  some  twenty-five  miles,  and  shelling  the  enemy  oat 
of  a  battery,  Gommander  Balch  received  reliable  information  that  the  macbmei? 
had  been  removed  from  the  steamer,  rendering  her  possession  useless  to  u». 

On  his  return  he  was  attacked  by  the  rebels  from  the  woods,  on  both  side*  <J> 
the  narrow  river,  and,  though  hotly  engaged,  succeeded  in  retumiog  to  hi^ 
anchorage,  with  only  one  casualty,  the  wounding  of  Acting  Third  Assist^Dt 
Engineer  J.  A.  Hill,  who  was  severely  injured  by  a  Minie  ball,  though  it  i*  ^^ 
be  hoped  not  fatally.      .      •  •  •  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F,  DUPONT, 
Rear  Admiral  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrt^ 

Hon.  GinEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtont  D,  C. 
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United  States  Steamer  Pocahontas, 
Georgetown  Harbor,  S.  C,  August  15,  1862. 

Sib:  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that,  from  informationj^ceived  from  Tarions 
iuroee.  I  was  led  to  beliosre  that  I  might  capture  the  steamer  Nina,  np  the 
lark  riyer,  some  fiffy  miles  above  Georgetown,  and  that  most  likelj  I  should 
id  her  in  good  condition  for  service.  Being  anxious  to  accomplish  so  desirable 
i  eud  as  her  capture,  and  learning,  further,  that  the  rebels  had  placed  batteries 
mf:  the  banks  of  the  Black  river  to  oppose  our  progress,  I  detei*mined  to  pro- 
vd  up  that  river,  and  indulged  the  hope  that,  should  I  fail  in  getting  the  Nina, 
might  capture  some  pieces  of  "  Ward's  artillery,"  and,  perhaps,  some  cotton, 
re.  or  turpentine. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  I  had  the  tug  Treaty  prepared  for  active 
irrice,  and  sheathed  with  two-inch  pine  plank,  inside  of  which  were  placed 
uniDocks,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  those  aboard  the  Treaty  from  rifle 
hotA;  and  I  take  this  occasion  to  state  that  it  worked  most  admirably,  and 
boa^h  a  novel  mode  of  arming  war  vessels,  still  I  can  commend  it  to  any  one 
ivnig«d  on  like  service.  Captain  Baxter,  with  a  volunteer  crew  from  the  Gem 
f  tie  Sea,  taking  charge  of  tne  Treaty,  I  anchored  this  ship  off  Georgetown,  on 
hff  forenoon  of  the  13th  instant,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Treaty  after  dark, 
rhpre  we  remained  till  3  a.  m«  of  the  14th  instant,  when  we  got  under  way  and 
"Toceoded  up  the  Black  river,  the  Treaty  in  tow  of  this  vessel. 
Ftoid  information  received  from  a  number  of  negroes  who  came  off,  I  learned 
hax  the  rebels  had  several  batteries  on  the  river,  intended  to  oppose  our  pro- 
p^w.  We  met  with  no  opposition  whatever  in  going  up  the  river  some  twenty- 
ivo  miles ;  and,  when  nearing  the  batteries  to  within  six  hundred  yards  or  less, 
[  anchored,  making  a  stem  hawser  fast  to  a  tree,  but  which,  from  the  effects  of 
thr  tide,  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  hold  the  ship  athwart-ships  of  the  tide, 
^e  bore  up  our  anchor  and  succeeded,  after  some  difficulty,  in  making  the  ship 
Kcore,  with  her  broadside  on  the  batteries  at  five  hundred  yards  distance.  We 
then  went  to  quarters,  and,  at  9.25  a.  m.,  d'elivered  a  broadside  of  shell  and  then 
^^j^wi  with  grape,  the  Treaty  firing  her  rifled  howitzer  with  great  spirit. 
So  reply,  however,  was  made  to  our  fire,  and  I  learned,  by  a  contraband  who 
hw  been  working  on  the  batteries,  and  who  came  on  board  shortly  after  we 
ft«Md  firing,  that  at  the  first  gun  the  batteries  were  deserted  and  « Ward's 
tttiDeiy"  went  of  in  full  retreat.  We  piped  down  at  10.15  and  allowed  the 
tt^'iireef,  the  heat  being  extreme  during  tne  firing,  with  the  awnings  furled; 
^^  we  ppread,  however. 

Xmnrrous  contrabands  were  in  attendance,  some  of  whom  wished  to  come  to 
oi".  «B  of  whom  were  taken  aboard.  TLliey  reported  that  the  enemy  were  con- 
plating  in  the  woods  to  fire  on  us  as  we  went  down  the  river.  Captain 
water  landed  and  made  a  reconnoissonce,  which  satisfied  him  that  the  report 
^  tme.  Not  deeming  it  prudent  to  land  with  the  force  I  had,  we  remained 
<{^h  at  anchor,  and  went  to  dinner  at  the  usual  hour ;  but,  at  1.5  p.  m.,  we 
^tre  suddenly  attacked  by  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods,  not  more  than 
^?Aty  yards  from  us ;  no  one  was  injured,  however.  We  replied  immediately 
^b  peat  guns  and  small  arms. 

Tbe  river  at  this  place  being  onlv  eighty  yards  wide,  and  the  ship  having 
^i^^ged  her  anchor  and  swung  head  up  stream,  her  stem  being  hard  and  fast 
H^'^ond,  I  called  the  men  forward  on  the  forecastle,  when  the  enemy  opened 
<ni  as  again,  but,  strange  to  say,  hit  no  one  of  the  crowd  collected  there.  I 
'^^  great  assistance  from  Captain  Baxter,  in  the  Treaty ;  and,  finally,  this 
*bip  floated,  and  we  proceeded  slowly  past  the  batteries,  which  we  found 
*^**"ted.  We  proceeded  up  the  river  some  three  miles  further,  being,  Vy  water, 
^j^ty-fire  miles  above  Georgetown,  and.  then  turned  about,  followed  by  the 
Treaty.    As  we  passed  the  earth  works  we  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  in 
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amboBh,  distant  only  fifty  yards,  and  sometimes  less,  to  'which  wc  replied  wit] 
canister  and  grape  from  the  great  guns  and  howitzer,  and  our  riflemen,  vit 
great  effect,  taking  care  to  expose  the  men  and  officers  as  little  as  po«<«i]l 
The  bluffs  were  lined  with  troops,  and,  for  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  we  h  i 
to  run  the  gauntlet,  followed  by  the  Treaty,  which  kept  up  a  spirited  fin-  tr.  ■ 
her  howitzer  and  small  arms.  The  river  being  very  narrow,  though  ihf  .«h 
steers  beautifully,  we  had  the  misfortune  to  run  aground  twice,  and  both  tin 
nnder  fire  of  the  enemy's  riflemen;  but  soon  succeeded,  by  the  asHistuncc 
Captain  Baxter,  in  the  Treaty,  in  getting  off;  and  then  we  proceeded  down  tl 
river,  having  to  stand  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  each  side,  as  the  bluffs  aff"p! 
a  chance  for  them  to  fire  down  upon  us — a  good  share  of  which  the  ^n 
little  Treaty  had  to  stand,  as  she  followed  the  Pocahontas. 

At  3.40  p.  m.,  whilst  under  a  very  sharp  fire  of  the  enemy.  Acting  TLii 
Assistant  Engineer  John  A.  Hill  was  wounded  by  a  Minie  ball,  and  I  v-i^ 
to  report  that  his  wound  is  very  dangerous ;  as  yet,  however,  I  am  njoiot'<i 
state  that  his  symptoms  are  all  favorable;  it  is  a  penetrating  wound  I't  'i^ 
abdomen,  the  ball  having  passed  entirely  through  his  body.  I  ii«*i;d  not  -^l 
that  he  is  receiving  the  most  assiduous  care  of  Dr.  Khoades,  and  he  ha:*  \nt 
removed  to  the  open  deck  under  the  poop,  that  he  may  have  the  benefit  (•!' 
cooler  atmosphere ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  if  skill  and  attention  can  avail  It 
life  will  be  saved. 

At  sunset  we  passed  Georgetown,  and  anchored  some  few  miles  below,  l^ 
being  able  to  cross  the  flats  at  night ;  and  next  morning  we  got  under  way,  ai 
stood  down  to  the  light-house,  off  which  we  anchored.         ♦         •         • 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  adrniraM 
"behavior  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  on  the  14th  instant.  The  c" 
ness  and  bravery*  of  my  gallant  officers  and  crew  have  elicited  my  t\  arai 
encomiums,  and,  as  an  evidence  of  their  efficiency,  I  beg  leave  to  tiMv  th. 
I  received  aboard  a  contraband  from  Georgetown,  who  saw  Ward  cMiii«*  ii 
and  who  reports  that  it  was  known  that  this  ship  was  ^lled  with  troop*.  ITi 
rapidity  of  our  fire  from  the  great  guns  with  canister  and  grape,  and  th- 
instantly  from  the  rifles,  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  officers  and  cr<;w  ^i  tlji 
ship. 

Nor  can  I  say  less  of  the  Treaty,  under  her  gallant  commander,  who  ?(-inN^ 
to  court  the  enemy's  shot,  and  his  gallant  volunteer  crew  from  the  Gora  <i  '^ 
Sea;  and  I  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  most  efficient  services  r(*ndrrf<I  '*; 
Captain  Baxter  and  the  crew  of  the  Treaty;  they  were  all  indefatipil»l<* 
their  exertions,  and  stood  the  fire  of  the  enemy  in  the  coolest  manner.  •  * 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALCH. 
Lieutenant  CommandiBS- 

Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Comd'g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royals  S.  C. 


Behavior  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Augusta  in  the  action  at  Port  Royah  Si^"^ 

Carolina, 

United  States  Stbambr  ArorsTA. 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina^  August  27.  lS6i 

Sir  :  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Port  Royal  we  were  dcspatcbt-d  >>n 
blockading  duty,  and,  consequently,  were  not  present  when  the  report*  o(  ibti 
commanding  officers  of  the  other  vessels  were  sent  in.  i 

Before  leaving  this  station,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  testify  to  the  gallanliy  ^ 


/ 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  SECSBTABT  OF  THE  NAVY.      385 

od  conduct  displajed  on  that  occasion  bj  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
if^ta.  Thej  were  as  cool  as  they  are  anj  other  day,  and  I  was  very  well 
tidOed  with  the  precision  of  their  fire. 

Tlic  shot  were  pretty  thick  over  and  around  ns,  but  we  were  struck  but  once 
th<;  hall.  This  immunity  I  attribute  to  the  flag-ship  and  other  leading  ships 
^  iring  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  and  being  the  chief  objects  of  their  aim. 
Karl y  in  the  action  we  saw  the  Peneniin  near  us,  disabled  by  a  shot,  enveloped 
^<^,  but  Btill  keeping  up  her  fi^  with  spirit.  We  took  her  in  tow,  (Td. 
rrin;;  the  remainder  of  the  fight,  passed  the  batteries  with  her,  in  line  with 
«!  other  ships. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  PARROTT, 

Ccmmander. 
Rear  Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 


tUuk  on  fort  on  St.  John* 8  hluff  and  possession  of  St,  John's  river  to  Jack' 

sonville. 

United  States  Ship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  October  5,  1862. 

^^(B :  The  department  is  doubtless  aware  that  an  attack  by  the  rebels  had 
evo  made  some  time  since  on  the  gunboats  employed  on  the  inside  blockade 
(  i^t.  John's  river. 

A  battery  had  been  erected  on  St.  John's  bluff  and  heavy  guns  planted, 
Ui'h  kopt  those  small  vessels  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Mayport  mills, 
-iflmanaer  Steedman,  with  a  larger  force,  had  been  ordered  by  Admiral 
>aPont  to  look  to  this.  Having  approached  the  fort  and  felt  its  .force,  he 
nn  (1  that  troops  might  be  sent  to  aid  in  securing  the  garrison  when  the  battery 
btiuld  be  silenced  by  the  gunboats,  and  to  alter  the  insolent  tone  of  the  rebel 
luitary  authority  in  that  quarter.  Greneral  Mitchell,  with  his  characteristic 
ii^'^ptnesv,  detailed  a  suitable  force  for  the  purpose,  under  General  Brannan, 
'  hici)  sailed  hence  on  the  30th  ultimo. 

I  hare  now  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  I  have  just  received  the 
'port  of  Commander  Steedman,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  the  co-operating 
^^  under  General  Brannon  having  arrived  and  landed  with  great  promptness, 
li*  ^nboats  advanced,  and,  after  a  spirited  and,  as  it  seems,  well-directed  fire, 
Jf-nced  the  battery  which  was  then  occupied  by  our  force.  The  rebels  seem  to 
I "  ••  retired  in  much  haste,  leaving  guns,  (nine  in  number,  seven  of  which  were 
'-inch  and  two  4^inch  rifles,)  munitions,  provisions,  and  camp  equipage.  This 
urcrss  has  been  without  loss  on  our  side.  The  vessels  then  ascended  the  St. 
I^jIid's  to  Jacksonville,  and  there  learned  that  the  rebel  forces  had  retreated 

•v<»nd  that  point.   We  retain  possession  of  St.  John's  river  as  far  as  Jacksonville. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 
Captain,  Comd'g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Bim.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Further  report  of  the  capture  of  the  rehel  fort  at  8t.  Johm^M  UuJ, 

United  States  Ship  Vebmont, 
Pirrt  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  October  13,  lS6i 

SiH :  I  had  the  bonor  to  inform  the  department  on  the  5th  inntant,  of  t}\ 
eaptnre  of  the  rebel  fort  at  St.  John's  bluff,  with  its  gons  and  munitions  of  ^ 

jDespatches  from  Commander  Steedman,  of  the  10th,  give  me  fnrther  inxv] 
mation  from  the  co-operating  forces  there. 

A  joint  expedition  was  sent  up  the  St.  John's  as  £eit  as  Lake  Beresfordt  (a^ 
tance  of  230  miles)  consisting  of  the  United  States  steamer  E.  B.  Hale,  Lienteni-J 
Commanding  Snell,  and  the  armed  steamer  Darlington,  having  on  board  c ; 
pany  E,  47th  Pennsylvania  regiment,  all  under  command  of  LieuteDant  0*  i 
mander  Williams,  of  the  Paul  Jones.  This  force  succeeded  in  capturiog  :' 
rebel  steamer  Governor  Morton,  one  of  the  best  boats  on  the  river,  and  w 
has  been  engaged  in  transporting  guns  to  the  battery. 

Commander   Steedman   compliments  Lieutenant  Commander  WiUiaxD^ 
energy  and  intelligence  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  commend5  li 
officers  and  men  nnder  his  command  for  zeal  and  energy. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  frt)m  Greneral  Brannon,  acknowledging  the  boart 
and  energetic  co-operation  of  Commander  Steedman,  and  commending  the  zc 
and  perseverance  of  his  entire  command  in  all  their  joint  operations.  Su: 
acknowledgments  speak  well  for  the  tone  and  spirit  of  both  services,  and  I  b« 
to  commend  General  Brannon's  letter  to  your  notice. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  W.  GODON, 
Captain,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C, 


\\: 


Headquarters  St.  John's  River  Expedition, 

Steamship  Ben  Deford,  October  12,  1SC2. 

Commodore  :  I  have  the  honor,  through  yon,  as  commanding  officer  of  \\ 
United  States  naval  forces  on  this  station,  to  acknowledge,  on  the  part  of  Capts 
Charles  Steedman,  United  States  navy,  commanding  the  fleet  of  gunboat- 
the  St.  John's  river  and  on  the  recent  expedition  for  tne  capture  and  deetruc 
of  the  batteries  on  St.  John's  bluff,  the  most  hearty  and  energetic  action 
his  part. 

The  entire  naval  force  under  his  command  exhibited  a  seal  and  perpevnuiv 
in  every  instance,  whether  in  aiding  my  forces  to  effect  a  landing,  the  agcrni 
St  John's  river  (230  miles,)  or  the  assistance  to  one  of  my  transports  uil'^'H 
nately  injured  in  crossing  the  bar,  that  is  deserving  of  all  praise. 

I  "j^ould  respectfully  request  that  Captain  Steedman's  conduct  in  this  expeO 
tion  may  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Navy  Department  at  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  serriu 

JOHN  BRANNON. 
Brigadier  General  CommandU^ 

Commodore  S.  W.  GtonoN, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Royal,  &  C 
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Cdnutumder  C,  SUcdmamU  report  of  an  expedition  to  destroy  the  railroad 

bridges  near  PocotaligOi  S.  C 

Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  1,  1862. 

Sks:  I  liave  the  bonor  to  encloBe  the  report  of  Gominander  0.  Steedman,  of 
tht  Paul  JoneB,  detailing  the  moTements  ox  the  gnnboats  placed  under  his  charge 
b  an  expedition  undertaken  to  dcBtroj  the  railroad  bridges  near  Pocotoligo. 

This  expedition  was  organized  and  partiaUj  carried  out  during  mj  absence* 
thrash  I  was  at  Port  Boyal  when  the  gunboats  and  troops  returned. 

Ad  the  department  will  perceive,  hy  the  report  of  Commander  Steedman  as 
ndl  aa  that  of  Lieutenant  liojd  Phodnix,  of  the  Wabash,  our  men  behayed  with 
llnrir  iisoal  gallantry. 

The  only  casualties  were  to  the  men  of  this  ship,  three  of  whom  were  wounded, 
flne«  Oscar  iFarenholtz,  seriously,  €uid  two,  David  Morrow  and  John  Barnard, 
tUghtly. 

fiikeiosed  is  the  report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Glymer. 
TexY  xQSpectfullj,  your  obedient  servant,     • 

S.F.DUPONT, 
Rear  Admiral^  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,. 

lion.  QiDBON  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


United  States  Gunboat  Paul  Jonbs, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  October  27,  1862, 

S(R :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

On  Tuesday,  October  21,  Captain  Godon,  the  senior  officer  commanding  in 
Junr  absence,  placed  me  in  command  of  the  gunboats  which  were  to  accompany 
«nd  co-operate  with  General  Brannon's  forces.  The  accompanying  paper,  a 
e«»p J  of  which  was  furnished  each  commander  6£  gunboats  and  transports,  gives 
tlif  names  of  the  vessels,  the  number  of  troops  each  was  to  cany,  the  order  in 
vbich  to  move,  and  the  directions  to  prevent  any  accidents,  if  possible.  The 
tnuBnaaders  of  the  gunboats  were  also  assembled  on  board  of  tne  Vermont  by 
CftpUin  Godon,  and  the  proposed  movement  fully  explained. 

At  rtmset,  by  signal  from  the  Vermont,  I  got  under  way  and  proceeded  up  to 
thp  mouth  of  DTOsA  river,  where  I  came  to  anchor,  the  other  vessels  following 
•ad  taking  their  stations  in  line.  After  anchoring,  General  Brannon  called  on 
kiini  for  the  purpose  of  consultation,  and  at  his  request  the  three  launches  of 
lb«  Waboeh  and  one  from  this  vessel  were  despatched  up  the  river  in  tow  of  a 
nkiaO  tug,  carrying  one  hundred  men  of  General  Terry's  conmmnd,  for  the  pur- 
ffkti'  of  sorprising  the  picket  guards  of  the  enemy  at  Mackey 's  Point  and  Guth- 
^rt*?  Landing.  The  orders  were,  that  the  tug  should  proceed  up  within  two 
ailo»  of  these  points,  when  the  troops  were  to  be  taken  on  board  of  the  launches, 
•n«l  <NJntinue  up  cautiously,  to  effect  the  object  in  view.  I  will  here  infomxyou 
Ihst  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  contraband  guide  who  accompanied  the 
l^ttbashV  launches,  the  party  failed  in  their  object  of  capturing  the  picket 
r>^  at  Mackey's  Point.  The  party  in  the  Paul  Jones's  launch,  in  charge  of 
Actiog  Master  Ormond,  being  more  fortunate  in  having  a  good  guide,  was  sue- 
omM  in  every  respect. 

At  12|  a.  m.  of  the  22d  the  signal  for  getting  under  way  was  niade,  and, 
tlluvine  thirty  minutes  for  the  rest  of  the  vessels  to  get  ready,  this  vessel 
^*nj^hed  and  stood  up  the  river,  following  a  tug  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Preston, 
vho  WIS  kind  to  show  the  way  above  the  fiats.    To  this  officer  I  am  much  in* 


888      SBFORT  OF   THE  6ECBETABT  OF  THB  KAVY. 

debted  for  tlie  .yalnable  asflistaace  he  afiforded  me  in  Btaxting  llie  expeditio! 
Tlie  Ben  Deford,  with  General  Brannon  on  board,  followed  eUme  by.  Proeed 
ing  ^owly  np  the  river  (making  but  six  revolutionB,)  I  anived  and  ancbar^ 
jnBt  above  Mackej's  Point  at  H  a.  m.,  accompanied  only  by  the  Ben  Defori 

I  r^ret  to  saj  that  at  daylight  not  a  veBsel  of  the  expedition  was  in  nidi 
nor  did  they  mi^e  their  appearance  nntil  sometime  after  snifrise— ^e  caoi^ 
thifl  can  be  explained  by  their  respective  commanders. 

I  have  since  learned  firom  Commander  Worden,  of  the  Oonemangh,  tbat  tfc 
signal  for  getting  under  way  was  not  seen  by  him,  and  when  he  did  move,  owii 
to  his  having  no  copy  of  the  order  of  sailing  and  directions  for  passing  the  li^ht 
his  vessel  groundea  by  passing  on  the  wrong  side  of  one  of  Uiem.  The  Coii< 
mangh,  the  third  vessel  in  line,  in  not  getting  under  way  and  then  noundin?. 
am  satisfied  was  the  principal  cause  of  the  disarrangement  and  delay  of  t' 
other  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  the  Marblehead  and  Water  Witch,  vhi 
ran  afoul  of  each  other,  got  out  of  line,  and  did  not  leave  the  anchorage  cm 
daylight 

Upon  anchoring,  the  disembarcation  of  troops  was  at  onoe  eofmmenced  b 
the  Ben  Deford,  and  continued  from  the  other  vessels  as  they  came  up.    I  m 
here  say  that  the  commanders  of  the  gunboats  deserve  praise  for  their  actiritj 
and  energy  in  assisting  the  disembarcation.    By  10  o'clock  a.  m.  the  whole  for< 
was  landed  and  moved  on  to  meet  the  enemy. 

At  the  request  of  General  Brannon  the  Uncas  was  ordered  to  proceed  up  ti 
Focotaligo  and  the  Patroon  and  Vixen  up  the  Ooosawhatchie  rivers,  tbe  hxu 
vessels  to  cover  the  landing  of  Colonel  Barton's  command  on  board  the  Vho^f" 
These  vessels  rendered  efficient  service,  and  I  take  much  pleasure  in  commaii 
ang  the  conduct  of  their  officers  and  crews.  The  three  howitaers  of  the  Waba> 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Phoenix  and  Ensigos  Wallace,  Pearsons,  and  Adaid 
by  request  of  General  Brannon,  were  landed  and  placed  under  his  orders.  Tu 
good  services  rendered  by  these  guns,  and  the  gallantry  and  skill  of  the  officii 
and  men  in  handling  them,  are,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  general,  beyond  prai^ 

From  this  time  until  sunset  nothing  occurred  worthy  of  note  within  m\ 
observation.  At  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  a  message  from  the  ^^^ 
announcing  his  intention  of  falling  back,  and  requesting  me  to  keep  a  good  Im 
out  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  harass  his  rear.  I  made  arrangemtn 
accordingly.  I 

Having  received  a  message  from  Captain  Coriell,  of  the  quartermaster's  depuj 
ment,  requesting  the  services  of  our  surgeons,  I  directed  all  of  them  to  prwy 
on  shore  at  once  and  report  to  the  medical  director,  which  was  promptly  doa 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  they  rendered  very  valuable  aid  in  attending  to  m 
wounded. 

The  next  day  (23d  instant)  the  troops  were  embarked,  and  as  each  Ti^^ 
received  its  quota  on  board  it  proceeded  down  the  river  to  Hilton  Uc^d,  i^- 
vessel,  the  Marblehead,  and  the  Vixen,  remaining  to  cover  and  bring  up  tbe  n^ 
By  sunset  the  whole  force  was  re-embarked,  and  by  10  o'clock  p.  m.  the  b^t 
them  arrived  off  Hilton  Head. 

To  Ensign  Johnson,  who  accompanied  me  as  aid  and  signal  officer,  I  ^ 
much  indebted. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  say  anything  in  praise  of  the  general  in  comraaad  o(  t' 
expedition,  except  that  I  shall  always  esteem  myself  fortunate  in  having  ^^r^ 
on  two  separate  occasions  with  that  gallant,  able,  and  courteous  gentkmaii' 

It  will  afford  you  gratification  to  learn  that  the  utmost  oozdiality  exi»>^ 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  service. 
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In  coachttioii,  I  miut  expresfl  1117  hisli  appreeiation  of  the  .good  conduct  of 
br  offioefB  and  men  on  board  tliiB  vessel. 
Sndoeed  70a  will  find  Lieutenant  Phodnix's  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  8TEEDMAN, 

ComfnandeTf  United  States  Navy, 
Bear  Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont, 

Ceimmandimg  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


TJnitbd  States  Stbambe  Wabash, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  October  24,  1862. 

Sts:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  three  12-pounder  boat  howitzers  from  the 
R'aUsh,  under  my  charge,  were  landed  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  at  Mackey's 
Podnt.  The  howitzers,  Nos.  1,  2,  8,  were,  respectively,  under  the  immediate 
!onimand  of  Ensigns  Wallace,  Adams,  and  Piersons.  Assistant  Surgeon 
KcSheny  accompanied  the  expedition. 

Tbe  men  had  been  pulling  in  the  boats  since  1  o'clock  the  previous  night,  and 
Rvie  by  no  means  fresh  on  me  morning  of  the  landing;  nevertheless  they  cheer- 
blly  took  their  places  at  the  drag-ropes,  and  kept  up  their  zeal  and  spirit 
ii?Mig!iottt  the  expedition.  After  a  march  of  about  nve  miles,  over  part  of 
Rtich  we  were  ably  assisted  at  the  drag-ropes  by  a  detachment  from  the  third 
Kb^xie  Iflland  artillery,  the  infiintry  met  tne  enemy  in  the  woods,  while  their 
willwy  opened  on  us  over  the  trees. 

^  ITie  howitzers  were  immediately  thrown  into  battery,  and  commenced  a  rapid 
uncharge  of  shrapnell  and  shells.  The  enemy  having  fallen  back,  we  advanced 
^h  tbe  troops,  although  a  few  rounds  of  cannister  were  all  the  ammunition  left 
^)  OS.  On  arriving  at  the  position  from  which  the  enemy's  batteries  opened  fire, 
*«  found  part  qf  a  rebel  caisson  filled  with  12-pounder  shells.  After  filling  our 
K&mtmition  boxes  with  these,  we  proceeded  on,  as  fast  possible,  to  the  front, 
^^  OUT  forces  were  already  engaged. 

^•^  tb«  road  one  piece  was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  left,  which  was  then 
^^noTulj  threatened.  The  other  two  came  into  action  with  the  centre,  and 
^f^DSDtnced  firing  with  shells.  This  was  continued  until  our  shells  were  all 
ttpetided,  except  two  for  each  gun,  when  the  order  came  to  cease  firing,  and 
^*f*TTi  oar  remaining  ammunition  in  case  the  enemy  advanced.  The  guns  were 
tttordingly  loaded  with  cannister  and  planted  in  the  road.  Our  position  was 
lifted  to  the  rear  from  time  to  time.  As  our  forces  were  ordered  to  fall  to  the 
•^1  a  shell  was  occasionally  thrown  into  the  enemy's  position  as  we  moved  to 
^'^f^iwr;  but,  as  they  did  not  pursue,  this  was  soon  rendered  unnecessary. 
^^0  the  order  to  retreat  came,  tne  howitzers  were  secured  and  moved  with  the 
^a  of  ihe  army.  The  retreat  was  commenced  a  little  after  sunset,  and,  after  a 
J-'»§t  weary  march  of  over  four  hours,  we  arrived  at  the  landing,  from  which  the 
W8  took  us  to  Ae  Paul  Jones.  The  morning  of  the  23d  was  occupied  in 
^f^w^porting  troops  in  our  boats  from  the  landing  to  the  transports.  In  the 
rft»*rDCK)B  the  launch  and  first  cutter  were  ordered  up  the  Pocotaligo  river  to 
•^l  aoj  of  the  enemy's  pickets  that  might  show  themselves.  A  party  of 
^^  were  seen  slowly  advancing  towards  the  ferry,  but  were  soon  dispersed 
^b  a  few  shells.  After  remaining  here  until  all  the  troops  were  on  board  the 
^'Wtfp^nta,  we  returned  to  the  Paul  Jones,  and  from  thence  to  the  Wabash.  I 
'^r«  to  say  that  David  Morrow  (seaman)  was  wounded  in  the  breast,  Oscar 
'^nholtz  (ordinary  seaman)  seriously  in  the  arm,  and  John  Bernard  (lands- 
^)  %htly  injured  by  the  recoil  of  a  gun. 
•Ibe'afBcen  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry,  performing  every 
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service  with  the. alacrity  of  sailors,  and  bearing  all  the  hardships  of  tlie  tnarrli 
with  the  utmost  perseverance  and  fortitude.     I  am  much  indebted  to  Captain 
Gomstock's  company,  of  the  third  Rhode  Island  artilleiy,  for  the  asrinaiK^ 
rendered  in  dragging  the  pieces. 
Very  respectfully, 

LLOYD  PHCENIX,  Lieutenant. 
Commander  Chas.  Stbbdman, 

ConCg  United  States  Steamer  Paul  Janes, 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Part  Rayal,  S.  C,  October  24,  1862, 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  as  the  extent  of  the  casualties  to  tlie 
detachments  sent  from  tnis  ship  to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  the  engagement 
with  the  enemy  on  the  22d  instant,  viz :  two  gunshot  wounds,  of  which  one  h 
serious,  and  one  contusion,  (?)  as  follows :  Oscar  Farenholtz,  ordinary  seaman 
badly  wounded  in  the  left  fore  arm,  the  ball  being  deeply  lodged;  Dam] 
Morrow,  seaman,  wounded  on  the  front  of  the  chest.  The  hall  traversed  (it: 
inches  beneath  the  skin,  and  passed  out  without  penetrating  the  chest;  injun- 
not  serious.  John  Barnard,  ordinary  seaman,  knocked  down  and  run  over  Lya 
gun-carriage,  bruised  on  the  chest  and  right  leg,  apparently  not  seriously. 
I  am,  respectftdly,  Sfc^f 

GEO.  CLYMER,  Fleet  Surgeon, 
Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  DuPont, 

CortCg  South  Atlantic  Block^g  Squadron, 


• 

1 

« 

1 

Name  of  vessel. 

s 

s 

• 

o 

Regiment. 

Name  of  pilot 

Name  of  f> 
nul  officrr. 

1 

Paul  Jones. .•••• 

Wabash's 
launches. 

Wm.  Jenkins  ....••  •••• ...... 

Lt.  Town... 

8 

Ben  Deford 

CoDemangh 

Wii«ahickon  .... 
Bofiton 

900 
850 
250 
880 
50 
50 
800 
200 
230 

70 

300 
130 
250 
300 

Lt.  Bill .... 

s 

Samuel  Huiraenin  ............ 

Lt.  VidiUl ,. 

4 

5 

Captain  Crowell  .... .... ...... 

Lt  Gron.... 

6 

Patrooa........ 

tJocas. ........ . 

Evan  Brown,  (Cooflawhatchie).. 

7 

8 

Darlington 

Belief  and  ich'r. 
Harblehead 

Vixen 

9 

Nenttipe  Hmroenln .....t  ...... 

10 

B.  I.   Ist 
artillery. 
B.  I.   1st 
artillery. 
76th  Pa. 
76th  Pa. 

TflRAC   .........h......    mMmm   ,.^.. 

Lt  Hatfield. 

11 

Gleoiige  Mackie,  (Poootaligo) ... 

12 

Flora 

13 

Water  Witch.... 
Geo.  Washington. 
Planter.... ..••• 

Maurice  Scott ....  ...••.  ..••.. 

Lt  FinlfT- 

14 

15 

. 

Sam.  PoDO  ...•.•....•.» ...... 

Lt  flftUlM*- 

Memoranda* 

1.  Three  red  lights  displayed  at  the  masthead  of  the  Paul  J(mes  will  be  tbe 
signal  to  get  under  way. 

2.  Entering  Broad  river  Tessek  will  pass  on hand  of  the  Is*  ^'^ 


SBPOBT  OF  THE  8ECBETABT  OF   THB  NAYT.  391 

^t,  (on  Kamak,)  on  the  j»0r^  hand  of  2d  red  light,  (in  small  boat,)  and  on 
be  dtarboaid  hand  of  3d  red  light,  (on  schooner  America.) 

3.  Xo  masthead  lights  will  he  carried.    All  other  lights  mnst  be  carefully 
oncealed. 

4.  £ach  TOBsel  will  follow  carefdllj  in  the  wake  of  its  immediate  leader,  and 
Leep  as  ckuie  to  him  as  practicable. 

5.  Ben  Deford  tows  nat  No.  1,  with  horses  and  artillery. 

6.  Boston  tows  flat  No.  2,  with  horses  and  artillery. 


GULP  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Captain  Eagle  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relative  to  the  capture  of  theprir 

vateer  Royal  YachL 

United  States  Frigate  Santbb, 
Off'  Galveston  Bar,  Texas,  November  15,  1861. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  forwarded  to  Flag-Officer 
^TD.  W.  McKean  a  report  of  the  capture  of  the  privateer  Royal  Yacht,  in  the 
haxltOT  of  Galveston,  Texas,  at  about  2  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant, 
hj  tiie  Ist  and  2d  launches  of  this  ship.  Among  the  brave  officers  and  men 
Lieatenant  James  E.  Jouett  and  Mr.  WiUiam  Carter,  gunner,  were  conspicuous 
hr  their  coolness  and  courage.    They  were  the  first  to  board  the  vessel. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the 
g^lUctiy  of  Ldentenant  Jouett;  he  waa  seriously  wounded  in  the  arm  and  side 
U  die  commencement  of  the  contest.  Although  sufifering  from  wounds  and  loss 
of  blood  he  showed  great  firmness  throughout;  and,  after  setting  fire  to  the 
^del,  he  was  three  hours  in  the  launch,  pulling  for  the  ship,  and  had  the  care 
(if  twelve  prisoners  and  six  of  his  wounded  men.  I  can,  ¥rith  confidence,  recom- 
oicod  him  for  a  command  of  any  vessel  in  the  service  suitable  to  his  rank, 
ttlthoogh  I  should  much  regret  his  detachment  from  this  ship,  as  he  is  a  very 
efficient  officer.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  wounded  are  doing  well. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H£NBY  EAGLE,  Captain. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  2).  C 


^'^pt.  Henry  Eagle  reports  the  death  of  Henry  Garcia  and  John  L,  Emerson. 

United  States  Frigate  Santee, 
Of  Galveston  Bar,  Texas,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  r^ret  to  inform  you  that  during  the  attack  upon  the  privateer  schooner 
fi^val  Yacht,  in  Galveston  harbor,  by  our  boats,  (1st  and  2d  launches,)  at  3  a. 
^.  of  the  8th  instant,  Henry  Garcia,  seaman,  was  killed,  and  that  John  L. 
EmepBon,  coxswain,  died  on  the  10th  instant  from  the  effects  of  wounds  received 
^ori»g  the  contest. 
I  we  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBT  EAGLE,  Captain. 
Hon.  QiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D,  C. 
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Capture  of  the  privateer  Royal   Yachi,  at  GalvestOHf  Texas,  on  the  Stk  vj 

November,  1861. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

Of  Fort  PickeM,  December  3.  1861 
Sib:  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am  happy  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  just  received  intelligence  of  a  moot  galUs 
exploit,  at  Gralveston,  highly  creditahle  to  both  officers  and  men  who  wit 
engaged  in  it  I  herewith  transmit  Captain  Eagle's  report  in  regard  to  it;  ak 
a  copyof  his  report  to  me,  and  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Jonett's  report  to  him, 
which  I  refer  you  for  the  particulars  of  the  affair. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag-Officer,  Com*g  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrat, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


United  States  Frigate  Santbb, 
Off  Galveston  Bar,  Texas,  November  12, 1S6I, 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  on  the  night  of  the  7th  instant  an  expe- 
dition left  this  ship,  composed  of  the  first  and  second  launches,  armed  with  h^^- 
itzers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  James  £.  Jouett  and  John  J.  Mitch*!). 
with  Mr.  William  Carter,  gunner,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Charles  W.  Adwiis 
which  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  resulted  in  the  total  destruction,  by  firc,of  tl»' 
schooner  Boyai  Yacht,  captured  after  a  desperate  encounter.  She  was  a  lar<:r 
schooner,  with  accommodations  for  about  twenty-five  persons.  Sho  cbtM  i 
d2-pound  gun  on  a  circle,  and  was  handsomely  fitted  up.  She  appeared  ui^^htly 
off  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  I  was  apprehensive  that  she  was  fitted  out 
as  a  privateer,  and  was  awaiting  a  favorable  opportunity  to  escape. 

Thirteen  prisoners  were  taken,  three  of  whom  are  wounded.     Several  of  thi- 
rebels  were  killed.     It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  have  to  add  that  Henir  Garcli. 
seaman,  was  killed  during  the  action,  and  John  L.  Emerson,  coxswain,  ha$  sincr 
died  of  his  wounds.    Lieutenant  James  E.  Jouett  and  Mr.  William  Garter,  p^- 
ner,  are  wounded,  but  are  doing  well ;  their  services  we  shall  not  have  for  sodi'' 
time.    The  following  men  are  wounded :  Edward  Conway,  gunner's  mate;  Geo* 
Bell,  coxswain;  Francis  Brown,  seaman;  Hugh  McGregor,  ordinary  seaman; 
and  Charles  Hawkins,  seaman.    The  surgeon  reports  that  they  are  all  <l^^e 
well.    A  copy  of  my  orders  and  Lieutenant  Jouett's  official  report,  witl*  "'/ 
remarks  upon  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engageo^in  the  exp^ 
dition,  I  will  forward  by  the  next  steamer.    Lieutenant  Jouett  is  not  yet  w«  Q 
enough  to  make  out  his  report.    The  prisoners  will  be  sent  to  New  I'ork  p5 
the  next  steamer.    One  of  them  is  the  notorious  villain  Thomas  Chubb;  aodii 
is  my  opinion  that  they  are  a  desperate  set  of  fellows.    I  take  this  opportiuMiJ 
to  mention  that  we  are  very  short  of  officer,  on  account  of  so  many  bavinc 
been  transferred,  two  being  away  in  the  prize,  two  being  in  the  schooneni,  and 
the  illness  of  Lieutenant  Jouett  and  Mr.  Carter.    I  respectfully  request  tii»» 
Acting  Master  Freeman,  or  some  watch  officer,  may  be  ordered  to  this  ahip* 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  EAGLE,  Cc^<^^ 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKban, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
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United  States  Fbigatb  Santbb, 
Off  GalvesUm  Bar,  Texas,  November  14,  1861. 

Sm:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  7th  instant,  I  took  the  first  and 
cond  Uonchee,  and,  at  11.40  p.  m.  that  day,  proceeded  into  the  harbor,  in- 
ending,  if  we  conld  pass  the  armed  schooner  guarding  the  channel,  and  the 
loKvar  and  Point  forts,  to  try  to  surprise  and  bum  the  man-of-war  steamer 
(Hifsal  Rusk,  lying  under  Pelican  island  fort 

We  succeeded  in  passing  the  schooner  and  two  forts ;  bht  in  attempting  to 
nnd  the  sentinels  on  Pelican  fort,  we  grounded  on  the  Bolivar  spit  At  this 
iDcture  we  were  diseovered.  Deeming  it  imprudent,  after  this  discoyery,  to 
Dcounter  so  hu^  a  yessel,  and  so  heayily  armed  and  manned,  I  determined  to 
bandon  that  portion  of  the  expedition. 

A^  had  been  my  intention,  in  returning  we  boarded,  and  after  a  sharp  conflict* 
a|>tiued  the  armed  schooner  Boyal  Yacht  We  took  a  few  stands  of  arms» 
liDteen  prisoners,  and  her  colors.  As  our  pilot  had  been  shot  down,  and  the 
chooner  bad  receiyed  a  shell  between  wind  and  water,  I  did  not  deem  it  adyisa- 
>le  to  attempt  to  bring  her  out ;  we  therefore  burned  her,  after  spiking  her  gun, 
i  light  32-ponnder.    After  this  we  returned  to  the  ship. 

I  regret  to  state  that  one  man  was  killed,  two  officers  and  six  men  wounded* 
)Qe  mortally,  who  has  since  died.  * 

Respectfully  your  obedient  seryant, 

JAMES  E.  JOTJETT, 
LieuUnant  United  States  Navy. 

Captain  Henry  Eaolb, 

Commanding  United  States  Frigate  Santee. 

Approred. 

HENBY  EAGLE,  Captain. 


GENERAL  ORDER 

To  he  read  on  the  qyarter-deck  of  every  ship  attached  to  the  Gulf  s^[uadron. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

December  7,  1862. 

The  commander-in-chief  of  the  United  States  nayal  forces  in  the  Gulf  of 
Uifxico  is  anxious  to  express,  in  the  most  public  manner,  his  entire  appreciation 
^f  the  eallantry  and  coolness  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  United 
i)tate«  frigate  Santee,  engaged  in  the  expedition,  for  the  seizure  and  destructioii 
^t  the  priyateer  schooner  Boyal  Yacht  in  the  harbor  of  Gralyeston  on  the  night 
oi  the  7th  ultimo. 

Be  dcaires  to  assure  them  that  he  fully  shares  the  satisfaction  they  must  feel 
M  the  hfUHant  success  which  crovmed  their  efforts  ;  offers  his  sincere  sympathy 
^  th«  waimded,  and  to  the  friends  of  those  whose  liyes  were  giyen  to  the  ser- 
J^cc  of  their  country;  and,  while  expressing  lis  conyiction  that  their  names  will 
w  '^Iled  hy  a  grateM  country  among  those  who  in  former  years  haye  shed 
(0  bright  a  lustre  upon  the  American  nayy,  feels  confident  that  the  suryivors 
^'m  unite  with  him  in  thanksgiyings  to  Ibe  protecting  proyidence  manifested 
<o  them  while  engaged  in  so  hazardous  an  enterprise. 

W.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag'OfficeTf  Commanding  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Combined  aUaek  of  the  Niagara  and  Bxchmond  on  the  rebels  off  Fori  Pidm 

November  22,  1861. 

Unitbd  Btatbs  Flag  Ship  Niagaba, 

Off  Fort  Pickenty  November  26, 1861. 

Sf s :  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that,  on  the  22d  instant,  a  combiQt^ 
attack  was  made  upon  the  rebels  at  this  place,  bj  Colonel  Brown,  of  For 
Picfc^iB,  and  the  United  States  ships  Niagara  and  Richmond,  under  my  coa 
mand. 

By  prerioos  arrangement  ihe  shipr  were  to  attack  Fort  McBea  and  the  fi4 
joining  water  batteries ;  I  had,  therefore,  lightened  this  ship  as  mnch  as  nos^bl'* 
bj  sending  down  and  landing  the  top-gallant  masts,  together  with  all  the  y^n 
spars,  hoisting  ont  all  the  boats,  and  placing  the  howitsiers  in  them  in  readier 
for  service,  and,  as  she  had  bat  little  coal  or  provision  on  board,  succeeded  in 
reducing  her  draught  to  twenty-one  feet  ten  inches. 

During  the  night  of  the  2lBt  instant  a  position  had  been  selected,  and  a  ba^j 
placed  in  four  fathoms  water,  and  on  the  following  morning  at' 10  o'clock,  ^x  tV 
firing  of  the  first  gun  firom  the  fort  (the  signal  agreed  upon)  the  Niagara  stAinl 
in,  followed  by  the  Richmond,  and  both  ships  came  to  anchor  with  springs  n^ 
their  cables,  the  Niagara  i£  four  fathoms  and  the  Richmond  in  twenty  feet  wattrr. 
Fort  McRea  bearing  from  the  Niagara  about  north,  distance  two  miles. 

We  immediately  opened  fire,  but  finding  the  shells  from  the  ^Niagara  U\ 
sohrt,  boats  were  sent  out  to  sound,  and  a  buoy  placed  in  twenty-three  feet  wator 
near  to  the  edge  of  the  shoal,  distant  from  Fort  McRea  about  one  mile  aj! 
three-quarters. 

At  ten  minutes  after  12  o'clock  we  weighed,  stood  in  to  the  buoy,  anchor*'.. 
and  sprung  the  starboard  broadside  to  bear.  Our  fire  was  then  resumed  wi:^ 
marked  effect;  many  of  our  shells  falling  directly  into  the  sand  battery  andf'r: 
and  several  apparently  passing  through  the  wall..  At  3.15  p.  m.  the  sand  lit- 
tery was  silenced  for  the  day  by  the  crosM-fire  from  the  ships  and  fort.  TIk' 
barbette  guns  of  McRea  Vere  silenced  almost  immediately  after  opening  fi", 
and  the  fire  from  the  casemate  guns  was  gradually  slackened,  till  at  5  p.  &)• " 
was  silenced  entirely.    That  the  injury  to  McRea  must  be  very  considerable  > 

S roved  by  the  fact  that  not  a  gun  was  fired  from  that  fort  during  the  second 
ay's  bombardment. 
The  Richmond,  owing  to  her  light  draught  of  water,  was  able  to  take  a  r«»?i' 
tion  closer  to  the  northern  shore  than  the  Niagara,  and  so  far  in  the  rear  oii^y 
fort  and  battery  that  their  guns  could  not  be  brought  to  bear  upon  her.  1"' 
several  hours  she  escaped  without  a  shot,  but  in  the  afternoon  a  masked  baU^^' 
among  the  sand-hills,  on  the  main  land  back  of  the  lagoon,  opened  upon  l»<'f 
Finding  that  the  rebels  were  getting  her  range  she  changed  her  position,  anj^ 
shortly  after,  fearing  that  she  had  been  struck,  and  perceiving  that  herdft'^^ 
*fell  considerably  short  of  the  enemy,  I  signalled  her  to  drop  out  of  the  Hne  "^ 
fire.  The  guns  in  this  masked  battery  were,  I  think,  rified,  and  of  veiy  be^in 
calibre,  throwing  shells  over  and  considerably  beyond  her. 

About  6  p.  m.  a  sudden  squall  came  up  ffom  the  northward  and  weatwAni. 
the  wind  blowing  very  fresh,  with  heavy  rain.  This  caused  a  fall  in  the  fi^'^- 
and  the  ship  touching  the  bottom  we  were  obliged  to  weigh  as  quicklf  «*  P^* 
sible,  and  stand  out  into  deeper  water  for  the  night.  The  enemy  availed  lltf®* 
selves  of  this  opportunity  to  repair  the  sand  battery,  and  mount  in  it  revert* 
guns  of  heavy  calibre.  . 

At  9  a.  m.  on  the  following  morning,  the  wind  stfll  firesh  flnom  Uie  northvBw 
and  westward,  we  again  got  under  way,  stood  in,  anchored  m  four  fethotB" 
water,  (there  being  some  swell,)  and  opened  fire.  This  was  returned  briskly 
from  the  sand  battery.    Fintog  that  our  shells  feU  short,  ceased  firing, »''  l"* 
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i«  bnoy  wliich  we  liad  placed  on  the  previous  eyening  to  mark  our  position 
id  hem  blown  adrift  during  the  night,)  sent  boats  to  sound;  weighed  and  stood 
hf&  iu,  anchoring  in  twaity-three  feet  water,  again  opening  our  fire.  Otir 
kellh  however,  still  fell  short.  As  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  closer,  (the 
bip  touching  the  bottom  occasionally,)  I  careened  her  as  much  as  possible  to 
buin  more  elevation,  increased  the  charges,  and  spent  more  than  an  hour  in 
rjisi^  every  pagnbU  ea^edient  to  make  our  shot  reach,  but  without  success. 
During  tnia  time  the  shells  of  the  enemy  were  falling  thick  about  and  passing 
vtT  QA,  some  going  far  beyond.  I  therefore  deem^  it  my  duty  to  withdraw 
b:  ship,  and  to  have  retained  our  position  would  have  been  to  expose  both  her 
od  the  crew  to  eerious  injury  with  no  possible  advantage.  Our  not  being  able 
*'  px  within  range  was  owing  to  the  met  that  the  nortnerly  wind  had  lowered 
h*  wfttett  and  was  directly  in  face  of  our  fire. 

Tbv  Richmond  having  expended  her  20  ^zes  on  the  previous  day,  and  being 
>itU£€d  that  her  guns  were  outranged  by  those  of  the  enemy,  I  deemed  it  best 
hiX  she  should  not  join  in  the  attack.  Two  shots  struck  this  ship,  one  abaft 
!)^e  fore  chains,  lodging  between  the  outer  and  inner  planking ;  the  other  a  little 
(inrvd  of  the  mizsen  chains,  passing  through  the  planking,  and  lodging  in  one 
1^  tiie  kneefl»  starting  both  the  knee  and  the  inner  plankmg ;  the  injury,  how- 
|^<T,  is  trifling. 

The  Richmond  also  received  two  shots— one  struck  forward,  shattering  the 
nil  and  hammock  nettings,  the  other  was  a  shell,  which  glanced  under  her 
c«mier  and  exploded  in  the  water,  some  four  feet  below  the  surface,  breaking 
uwi  pressing  inboard  several  of  her  planks,  and  causing  a  serious  leak. 

THc  loss  in  the  engagement  was  one  man  killed  on  board  the  Richmond  by  a 
•iiot,  and  seven  slightly  wounded  by  the  splinters.  The  Niagara,  though  so 
nvitb  cxnosed,  especially  on  the  second  day,  escaped  entirely. 

1  womd  here  remark  that  the  experience  gained  in  this  affair  has  convinced 
&e  that  ships  cannot  operate  effectively  against  forts  and  earthworks  unless 
llhycaa  approach  within  a  few  hundred  yards.  Had  the  ships  been  able  to 
nn  doM  in  to  McBea  bur  batteries,  in  my  opinion,  could  have  demolished  both 
it  wd  the  (|and  battery  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  principal  object  of  the  bombardment,  the  destruction  of  the  navy  yard, 
A  Mn  aony  to  say,  was  not  accomplished,  but  the  shells  from  Fort  Pickens  set 
^  to  the  town  of  Warrington,  which  is  completely  destroyed,  also  the  marine 
^^^racti,  thereby  depriving  the  enemy  of  comfortable  quarters. 

I  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  &ct  that  neither  this  ship  nor  the  Rich- 
^^  were  furnished  by  the  ordnance  department  with  any  fuzes  longer  than 
1^'»  nor  am  I  aware  of  there  being  any  in  the  squadron.  Uad  it  not  been  for 
^.  1^)7  ^^  ^^'  fuzes,  furnished  by  Colonel  Brown,  the  ships  could  not  have 
*iuN  in  the  bombardment.  It  is  useless  to  furnish  shell-guns  of  long  range* 
tal««s  fnzes  to  correspond  are  provided. 

1  am  greatly  disappointed  in  the  range  of  the  11-inch  guns,  for  with  an 
««*ntiou  of  I60  (the  most  we  could  get  after  careening  the  wiip)  we  could  not 
^^  a  range  of  two  miles. 

}  ordered  a  survey  upon  the  Richmond,  (a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  trans* 
^)  and  shall  send  her  to  Key  West  to  repair  the  injury  from  the  shot,  and 
^  diat  received  while  in  the  Mississippi,  as  the  anchorage  here  is  too  much 
^P<^,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  land  her  guns. 

1  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  notes  furnished  by  Captain  Ellison.    He 
1^1^  to  me  favorably  of  the  conduct  of  all  on  board  his  ship.    On  board  thia 
*™p  «U  did  their  duty ;  both  officers  and  crew  were  in  high  spirits. 
I  am,  reapect^ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
^  Flag'Offieert  Commanding  Gulf  Bl^kading  Squadron* 

Secfetary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtont  D.  €k 
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XJnitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 
'  Off  Fort  Pickens,  November  23,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  You  wUl  be  pleased  to  hold  a  careful  Burvey  upon  the  Unh'-c 
States  steamer  Richmond,  and  report  to  me  the  extent  of  the  injurj-  received  l\ 
her  during  the  attack  on  Fort  McRea  and  the  adjoining  water  YMtVerj-  on  th* 
22d  instant. 

Also  whether,  in  your  opinion,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  out  the  guna  ami 
lighten  the  ship  in  order  to  effect  the  needed  repairs* 

I  am,  very  respectMly,  your  obedient  servant,  i 

WM.  W.  McKEAN. 
Flag'O^er,  Commanding  GMf  Blockading  Squadron. 

lieutenant  J.  C.  P.  DeKrafft. 

Lieutenant  R.  L.  May. 

Carpenter  John  Rainbow.  I 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  within  order,  we  have  held  a  careful  survey  on  the 
steamer  Richmond,  and  find  the  injuries  sustained  by  her  in  the  attack  on  For. 
McRea  and  the  neighboring  sand  batteries  consist  of  two  shot  holesy  one  ov^r 
number  three  starboard  gun,  cutting  entirely  through  the  swinging  booms  anJ 
the  main  rail  in  the  centre  of  the  port,  and  passing  through  the  opposite  port 
Also  a  shot  4iole  under  the  starbord  quarter,  about  four  feet  under  water,  Gsm- 
ing  a  bad  leak  by  crushing  in  the  outer  planking  between  two  of  the  timber? 
on  a  line  with  the  after  orlop  deck  beams. 

In  our  opinion,  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  take  out  the  guns,  but  we  are 
of  the  opinion  that  by  selecting  a  smooth-water  harbor  the  ship  can  be  tipped 
by  the  bow  and  heeled  to  port,  so  as  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  by  using  s, 
coffer-dam.  * 

We  are,  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  C.  P.  DbKRAFFT. 
ROBT  L.  MAY,  LieutenanL 
JOHN  RAINBOW,  Carpenter. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 
Off  Pensacola  Bar,  November  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  following  rough  notes  on  the  fic- 
tion of  to-day.  At  9.55  a.  m.  Fort  Pickens  and  batteries  opened  fire  upon  the 
navy  yard,  &c. ;  at  10  we  got  under  way ;  at  10.10  beat  to  quarters ;  at  10:^0 
Fort  McRea  opened  fire  on  the  fleet,  shot  falling  short ;  at  10.3*5  «poke  the  ^' 
officer;  at  10.45  let  go  the  stream  anchor  with  a  spring,  and  brought  the  stai^ 
board  broadside  to  bear  upon  the  enemy ;  at  11  a.  m.  fired  forecastle  gun  sni 
the  starboard  battery,  our  shot  falling  short ;  at  10.30  our  shot  b^an  to  tak« 
effect  on  the  fort,  ihe  enemy's  shell  falling  short ;  at  12.05  firing  forecastle 
gunonly,  with  20''  shell  and  hollow  shot ;  at  12.25  p.  m.  a  maaked  battery 
opened  fire  on'  us  from  the  woods  to  the  westward  o£  Fort  McRea;  at  12.^ 
eased  our  spring  cable ;  at  12.55  piped  one  watch  to  dinner ;  at  2.40  still  firing 
deliberately  at  both  the  battery  and  the  fort,  shot  doing  some  execution;  &t 
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M  ihe  InnldiD^  ontdde  of  the  fort  discovered  to  be  on  fire ;  at  3  p.  m.  a  shot 
rom  the  masked  batteiy  Btmck  this  ship  between  wind  and  water,  between  the 
lain  and  miszen  chains,  the  leak  discovered  in  the  starboard  spirit  room ;  at 
.20  the  fire  from  the  masked  battery  quite  rapid — ^Fort  McRea  silent ;  at  i.20 
b  m.  a  ahot  from  the  batterj  struck  this  ship  hj  nnmber  two  gnn,  killing  the 
apUitt  of  the  gon  and  wounding  seven  men,  breaking  the  swinging  boom  and 
liAtteriiig  the  rail  and  hammock  nettings,  &c. ;  at  4.30  the  fire  from  the  battery 
rrr  accurate,  the  shells  bursting  near  and  around  us  ;  at  4.50  p.  m.  the  flag- 
ficer  made  signal  12,18 ;  at  5  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor,  gave  the  battery  our  fiul 
•urboaid  battary,  and  stood  for  the  flag-ship ;  at  5.05  the  flag-officer  made  sig- 
uil  222 ;  at  5.10  beat  retreat ;  at  5.15  spoke  the  flag-officer ;  at  6  p.  m.  anchored 
0)  six  and  a  half  (6  j|^)  fathoms  water. 

I  am*  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALTON  GRINNELL, 
Acting  Master's  Mate  and  aid  to  Captain, 
Captain  F.  B.  Ellison, 

United  States  Steamer  Richmond. 

Approved. 

F.  B.  ELLISON,  Captain. 


Engagement  hettoeen  the  HuntsviUe  and  the  rebel  steamer  Strike,  December 

24,  1861. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island^  December  30,  1861. 
Si£.»  •  •  •  •  •• 

On  the  25th  instant  I  received  a  communication  from  Captain  Powell,  report- 
ing that  the  HuntsviUe  had  been  attacked  on  the  previous  day  by  a  rebel 
tteajuer  of  «much  superior  force,  supposed  to  be  the  Strike,  but  had  beaten  her 
off  without  loss.  Commander  Price  could  not  follow  up  the  advantage  on  acr 
fnoQt  of  the  reef»  the  Strike  being  inside  of  the  harbor.  For  the  particulars  of 
th(«  engagement,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  communication  of  Captain 
ToveU  and  the  report  of  Commander  Cicero  Price,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 

tniumitted. 

•  ••  •  •  ••• 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag' Officer 9  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


United  States  Frigate  Potomac, 

Of  Mobile  Bar,  December  25,  1861. 

CoMMODORB :  I  herewith  forward  report  of  Commander  Price,  of  the  United 
Stares  steamer  HuntsviUe,  of  his  encounter  with  the  rebel  steamer,  supposed  to 
be  tke  Strike. 

Commander  Price  promptly  engaged  this  vessel  for  nearly  an  hour,  and  drove 
W  off  without  injury  to  his  vessel  or  people,  and  but  for  the  reef  between 
would  have  closed,  although  greatly  inferior  in  force. 
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Unable  to  approacli  ike  flcene*  I  had  yet  a  good  yiew,  aad  conaider  Ast  Cotb 
mander  Price  conducted  the  affiilr  with  great  gallantry  and  dall. 
I  am,  Bir,  rexy  respectfally,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  POWELL,  Caplait, 
FlagOffioer  Wm.  W.  McKban, 

Cammandimg  GMf  Squadroth  Ship  hUmd, 


TJnitbd  Statbs  Stbambr  Huittsvillb, 

Off  MohUe  Bay,  Deceniber  24>  1861 

Sir  :  This  morning  the  Potomac  made  signal  No.  333,  whereupon,  recAllh: 
my  boat  from  sounding  the  channel  near  Pebcan  island,  in  the  direction  of  r-ii-; 
Gaines,  I  got  under  way  and  stood  for  her. 

On  my  way  up  a  rebel  steamer,  which  we  call  the  Strike,  painted  Waet 
with  two  masts,  and  very  low  in  the  water,  opened  fire  at  me  from  msiiv  u 
reef,  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Morgan.  I  stood  close  into  the  reef  and  opec*' . 
upon  him  in  return  from  my  pivot  gun  and  a  32-pounder  aft,  but  soon  oWrrri 
that  the  shot  of  the  latter  fell  short,  and  so  continued  with  my  pivot  onlj. 

Firing  wa«  kept  up  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  between  us,  the  r-VI 
steamer  firing  rapidly  from  two  rifled  guns,  and  one  or  two  of  smooth  hen. 
Several  rifled  projectiles  passed  immediately  over  this  ship,  and  a  dozen  ^r 
more  burst  all  around  us,  without,  however,  doing  any  damage  to  the  hoi]  ? 
crew.  I  think  I  struck  her  several  times,  when  she  finally  drew  ofi*  and  m 
under  Port  Morgan.  All  the  forces  at  the  fort  were  apparently  out  to  witntaf 
the  affair,  and  the  tops  and  yards  of  the  Potomac  were  also  filled  for  the  isax 
puipose.  The  Potomac  prepared  to  get  under  way  and  come  to  my  aastftance 
with  her  rifled  gun,  but  tne  wind  was  too  light  for  her  to  do  anything.  H^^  ^ 
have  had  her  rifled  gun  the  result  might  have  been  different  to  the  rtkl 
steamer.  The  distance  between  us  was  perhaps  frbm  one  and  a  half  to  two 
and  a  half  miles.  Her  object  was  doubtless  to  try  her  new  rifled  goM  as  t^ 
as  to  draw  my  own  fire,  and  ascertain  what  guns  I  carried.     She  fired  fotj 

rms,  I  suppose,  and  I  fired  about  half  that  number.    It  is  unaccoimtable  tki 
was  not  struck  and  very  much  cut  up,  for  a  dozen  or  twenty  of  her  rifl«<i 
frojectiles  struck  within  a  cable  length  of  me ;  some  were  fbzed  and  exploded: 
judge  the  others  were  percussion. 

You  are  aware  that  I  am  without  a  rifled  gun ;  my  pivot  is  so  badly  moontiM 
and  fitted  that  to  run  it  in  and  out  requires  twice  the  time  that  it  wotud  \i^^ 
properly,  and  that  by  a  crew  as  well  trained  as  any  in  the  squadron.  In  ^*^*' 
the  battery  of  this  ship  is  entirely  too  light  and  very  defective,  and  ought  to  b^ 
remedied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

CICERO  PBIOE,  Commander. 
Plag-Officer  W.  W.  McKban, 

Commanding  GMf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Capture  of  the  schooner  J.  W.  Wilder  and  successful  expedition  of  tie  Hat^ 

to  Cedar  Keys,  January,  1862. 

Unitbd  Statbs  Flag-Sbip  Niaqasa, 

8kip  Island,  January  f^  l^- 

Sir:*  •  •  •  ••  •  •• 

The  prize  schooner  J.  W.  Wilder  has  just  arrived  from  off  Mobfle.    Shewn 
captured  by  the  steamer  Cuyler,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winalow.  ^^ 
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• 

Kovered  ike  was  at  ancbor  a  short  distance  to  the  eaatwaid  of  Mobile  harbor; 
lU  upon  the  approach  of  the  steameri  she  was  run  ashore  and  abandoned  by 
T  ciew.  Lieutenant  Commanding  .Winslow  succeeded  in  running  a  hawser  to 
•r  nod  dragging  her  off»  bat  the  enemy  having  onened  a  fire  of  musketiy  upon 
if  Cujler  and  her  boats  from  among  the  sand-hills  near  the  beach,  I  am  sony 
I  laj  that  three  of  her  crew  were  severely  wounded  before  the  rebels  could  be 
h^pcTfed.  I  have  not  yet  received  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow's  official 
!{«.ct,  bat  will  forward  it  by  the  next  maiL 

As  the  Wilder  is  flat-bottomed,  with  a  centre-board,  and  is  not  in  a  condition 
k  make  a  passage  to  the  north  at  this  season,  her  cargo  wUl  be  forwarded  to 
^iladclphia  by  one  of  the  chartered  coal  schooners  now  here.  Being  in  want 
f  biJlitftf  her  commander  has  volunteered  to  take  it  free  of  charge. 

Iq  mj  despatch  (No.  13)  of  the  8th  instant  I  reported  that  I  had  despatched 
^*  iteamer  Hatteras,  Commander  Emmons,  to  Cedar  Keys  for  the  purpose  of 
pcrating  against  the  rebels  at  that  place.    I  am  happy  to  inform  you  tnat  she 
ai  this  day  arrived  here,  and  that  Conmumder  Emmons  was  completely  sue- 
i-^ful  in  the  execution  of  his  orders.    I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  his  report, 
•gather  with  a  list  of  property  captured  or  destroyed,  a  descriptive  list  of  pris- 
»iLer«,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Commander  Emmons  to  the  com- 
Dinding  officer  of  the  rebel  forces  in  Florida  in  reference  to  prisoners  released 
m  ptroTe  on  account  of  sickness.      •••••• 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag-OfficeTf  Commanding  Chdf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Watkingtont  D.  C, 


ITnitbd  States  Steamer  R.  R.  Cuvler, 

Of  Mobile  Bar,  January  23,  1862. 

SfR :  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  Captain  Powell,  of  the  Potomac, 
th<>  ioUowing  report  of  the  circumstances,  attending  the  captore  of  the  schooner 
J.  W.  Wilder,  taken  in  the  act  of  violating  the  blockade  about  fifteen  miles  east 
f>{  Mobile  bar,  is  most  respectfully  submitted : 

()q  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant,  while  the  Cuyler  was  employed  watching 

tib*  eastern  passage  over  Mobile  bar,  a  schooner  was  discoverea  at  anchor  some 

ncbt  or  ten  miles  to  the  eastward,  near  the  shore,  and  no  time  was  lost  in  pro- 

vt^diDf^  to  examine  her.     So  soon  as  the  Cuyler  was  observed  to  be  approach- 

|qs«  the  schooner*'  slipped," made  sail,  and  steered  for  the  beach,  and  on  ground- 

u^*  ^*^  immediately  ahandoned  by  the  captain  and  crew,  the  steamer  under  my 

command  being  at  that  time  some  fcmr  or  five  miles  distant.    As  we  gradually 

drew  nearer  in,  a  considerable  party  of  persons  was  observed  on  the  beach,  ap- 

pventlj  engaged  in  effecting  communications  with  the  schooner,  and  apprehen- 

live  of  sn  attempt  to  destroy  her,  I  directed  a  shell  or  two  to  be  thrown  in  that 

diriMrtion  firom  our  Parrott  gun ;  one  of  which  fell  quite  near,  and  the  party  rap- 

^J  disappeared  behind  the  adjacent  sand-hiUs.    The  executive  officer  (Lteu- 

Uoant  Phillip)  was  then  despatched,  with  an  armed  boat,  to  take  possession, 

vbo  boarded  die  schooner  and  hauled  down  her  sails,  as  well  as  an  English 

fosign,  which  had  been  left  flying  at  the  mast-head.    The  Cuyler,  meantime, 

>^^!«mmg  cautiously  in  by  the  lead,  dropped  an  anchor  in  five  fiithoms  water,  at 

A  ooorenient  distance  from  the  beach,  and  in  position  to  cover  and  secure  the 

P^  on  which  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  was  now  opened  from  a  range  of  low 

Mod-hillB  near  the  sdiooner,  and  was  promptly  returned  by  the  boarding 

P^7  and  the  marines  drawn  up  on  the  Cnyler's  quarter-deck,  whOe  a  few 

alielli  &om  the  two  after  guns  on  Uie  main  deck  assisted  in  clearing  the  beach. 
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Our  efforts  were  next  directed  to  getting  the  schooner  afloat,  and  to  eorer  th.i 
working  parties  engaged  in  running  out  hawsers,  ice.,  the  light  twdye^poimd^! 
howitzer  was  placed  in  our  largest  surf-boat.  No  annojance  from  the  cntcj;^ 
was  experienced  for  several  hours,  but  our  hawsers  were  twice  parted  bj  xi::\ 
strain,  the  last  time  accidentallj  **  fouling"  the  propeller. 

About  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  having  succeeded  in  nuiking  fiist  our  largest  hawser  t1 
the  foremast  of  the  schooner,  orders  were  issued  for  all  hands  to  return  orj 
board;  but  the  boat  sent  to  withdraw  the  working  party  from  the  prise  nnfo^ 
tunatelj  ''billed,"  and  was  swamped  alongside,  and  while  the  other  two  boii 
were  engaged  in  rescuing  the  men  who  were  in  the  water  and  towing  off  thr{ 
**  dingy,"  a  destructive  fire  was  reopened  by  the  '<  coast  guard,"  (evidently  t> 
enforced,)  from  their  sheltered  position  behind  the  sand-hilLi.  Four  of  the  vl^Li 
persons  in  the  howitzer  boat  (including  the  officer  in  charge)  being  disabled  ^  ;•' 
tiie  first  fire,  the  gun  could  not  be  used,  and  the  Guyler's  stem  being  securrtJ 
to  the  schooner  by  a  hawser,  and  her  propeller  still  clogged  and  temporarilv  in- 
operative, the  broadside  battery  was  also  unavailable,  but  a  rapid  and  eondnuoc^ 
fire  of  small  arms  was  maintained  from  the  quarter-deck.  The  opportune  arrivxl 
of  the  steamer  Huntsville  at  this  time,  with  two  of  the  Potomac's  cutters  ri 
tow,  afforded  material  and  welcome  aid.  Commander  Price  immediately  opeccl 
with  his  battery  on  the  sand-hills,  while  Mr.  Shley,  the  master  of  the  Potc/nuic. 
pulled  gallantly  in  towards  the  beach  with  the  cutters  of  that  ship  and  resect  d 
our  crippled  boat,  which,  with  the  wounded  men,  was  fast  drifting  into  the  eurfj 
our  gig  and  second  cutter  at  the  same  time  picking  up  the  men  who  were  swim  I 
ming  towards  them.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  soon  silen'ced  and  the  woundf-d 
men  removed  from  the  surf-boat,  which  was  promptly  nuinned  by  a  fresh  cnv 
and  resumed  its  position  near  our  stem,  where  our  men  were  still  at  woik  cl«^r- 
ing  the  propeller.  The  hawser  fast  to  the  prize  had  been  previously  taken  t'^ 
our  forward  capstan  and  a  portion  of  our  crew  kept  steadily  at  the  bars  ;  an-lj 
about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  the  schooner  floated  and  was  safely  hauled  out  under  om 
stem. 

At  5.30  p.  m,  having  succeeded  in  clearing  our  propeller,  the  anchor  yex* 
weighed,  and,  in  company  with  the  Huntsville,  the  Guyler  steered  for  the  Po- 
tomac, with  the  prize  in  tow. 

After  careful  search,  neither  register,  manifest,  nor  clearance  could  be  fousd; 
and  those  papers  were  probably  removed  or  destroyed  by  the  master  on  **  beach- 
ing" the  vessel;  but  the  documentary  evidence  inadvertently  left  on  board  i- 
believed  to  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  schooner  eluded  the  blockade  early  in 
December  last,  proceeding  from  Mobile  to  Havana,  which  port  she  left  early  in 
Januaiy,  bound  to  Mobile. 

All  tne  books  and  papers  found  on  board  have  been  duly  enclosed  under  hoI 
to  the  United  States  district  judge  at  Philadelphia.  The  name  on  the  stem  of  xht 
schooner  was  partially  blacked  over,  but  the  initials  "J.  W."  were  stiD  p€^ 
ceptible ;  and  among  the  papers  a  certificate  of  inspection  dated  at  New  Oriea3> 
in  March,  1861,  identified  the  vessel  as  the  "  J.  W.  Wilder,"  of  Handsboron^b. 
Mississippi.  The  usual  **  quarter-boards,"  with  that  name  in  gilt  letters,  wen* 
found  carefully  concealed  in  her  hold,  and  a  white  '*bergee,"  with  "J.  W.  Wil- 
der" in  red  letters,  was  also  found  on  board,  with  two  American  ensigns.  Ai  a 
large  Confederate  States  flag  (evidently  not  entirelv  new)  was  subsequcnUy  de- 
tected ingeniously  secreted  in  a  bag  of  coffee,  an  illegal  and  unauthorised  use  of 
the  £nglish  ensign  is  presumed  to  have  been  made  on  this  occasion. 

I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  reporting  four  persons  wounded  (two  of 
them  seriously)  by  the  enemy's  fire--^ohn  Bloom  and  Daniel  J.  Evans,  seaxorn, 
Ed.  Dorsey  and*Thomas  W.  Johnson,  landsmen;  Mr.  Morse,  acting  ma^ter^ 
mate,  while  in  charge  of  the  howitzer  boat,  was  also  struck  and  partially  stunn^^i 
by  a  ball  that  graxed  his  head  while  in  the  act  of  dischaxging  the  goo.  liii 
promotion  to  the  grade  of  acting  master  is  rospectftilly  suggested. 
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The  Gnyler'B  stem  being  less  tban  three  hundred  yards  from  the  beach,  and 
r  qoarter-deck  awning  and  stanchions  cnt  b j  rifle  balls,  it  is  somewhat  remark- 
le  there  are  not  more  casualties  to  report. 

Acting  Master  Henry  K.  Lapham  rendered  efficient  services  in  securing  the 
izcs  and  also  in  clearing  the  Cuyler's  propeller,  and  has  subsequently  been 
seed  'm  charge  of  the  prize.  Midshipmen  Adams  and  Alexander,  with  the 
Htd  under  their  charge,  aided  in  rescuing  our  men  from  the  water,  regardless 
the  enemy's  fire,  and  exhibited  promise  of  much  future  usefulness  to  the 
kTsJ  derrice ;  and  the  officers  not  individually  named  aided  me  most  zealously 
td  effectively  in  their  respective  departments. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Cuyler's  crew  were  under  fire  for  the  first  time, 
coitunendable  degree  of  steadiness  and  spirit  was  evinced, 
lo  ooDclnsion,  I  am  desirous  of  expressing  my  sense  of  indebtedness  to  the 
ilnable  assistance  afforded  me  throughout  the  day  by  the  executive  officer  of 
le  Cayler,  Acting  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Ness  PhUip,  whose  permanent  restoration 
'  his  original  position  on  the  Naval  Register  would  be  an  appropriate  and 
:c<ptable  recognition  of  his  present  services,  as  well  as  an  unquestionable  ad- 
lutajCC  to  the  pnbl!c  interests. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  WINSLOW, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Forwarded  to  Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean,  commanding  Gulf  blockading 
qoadron. 

L.  M.  POWELL, 
Cktptain  and  Senior  Pfficer  Present. 


United  Statbs  Steamer  Hattbras, 

Cedar  Kei/s,  January  10,  1862. 

^iR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  in  carrying  out  your  instructions  in  this 
^uj  I  have  been  entirely  successful,  with  the  expenditure  of  very  little 
powder,  and  no  one  killed  that  I  am  aware  of. 

We  have  captored  or  destroyed  all  the  public  property  here,  including  a  bat- 
im  of  two  long  eighteens  in  position  on  the  east  end  of  Sea-horse  key,  with 
tUir  carnages,  and  some  ammunition  and  barracks ;  a  six-pounder  field-piece 
iDDt*potkey,  with,  the  railroad  depot  and  wharf;  several  cars,  the  telegraph 
ollc^  aad  a  turpentine  storehouse,  besides  four  schooners  and  three  sloops,  one 
^ny><icow,  sail-boat,  and  launch.  Two  of  the  schooners  were  laden  with  tnr- 
{*'>^nii«,  rosin,  and  cotton,  and  nearly  ready  for  sea ;  and  the  first,  the  schooner 
^tfij!.  was  run  on  shore  and  fired  while  our  boats  were  approaching  her,  and  after 
1  had  fired  two  shells  to  prevent  her  escape. 

'^v  onlv  other  vessel  in  port  was  the  schooner  Fanny,  (100  tons,)  partially 
Wed  with  turpentine.  This  is  the  same  vessel  that  was  captured  with  Lieu- 
''^(^t  S«lden  on  board  several  months  since,  and  she  succeeded  in  escaping 
"»»T  tic  reefs  to  the  southward  and  eastward  during  the  night.  The  ferry-boat 
**•*  ttptured  on  its  way  from  the  railroad  depot  to  Depot  key,  having  on  board, 
^3Djr  others,  a  lieutenant  and  thirteen  armed  soldiers  belonging  to  the  4th 
l^^j^da  regiment,  all  of  whom  were  taken  prisoners. 

ri*e  boats  that  were  sent  on  this  duty  were  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Hoff- 
11^  "Uded  by  Master's  Mates  McGrath  and  Hazlett,  and,  with  the  crewB,  were 
^pk<rod  nearly  all  of  the  first  night.    All  were  zealous,  and  performed  their 

mj  wytx  faithfully,  and  deserve  more  than  my  humble  thanks. 

-26 
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I  enclose  a  list  of  l3ie  priso&eTB  taken,  and  a  more  detailed  statemeoi  of  prop 
ertj  captured  and  destroyed. 

I  am,  yery  reepectftillT,  your  obedient  serrant, 

GEOJELGE  F.  EMMONS, 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKban, 

Commatuling  Gvlf  Sqtuidrm^ 


Unitbd  States  Steamer  Hatteras, 

Cedar  Keys,  Jawmary  16,  18^. 

Sir  :  The  fortime  of  war  lias  placed  in  my  bands  some  of  your  miliu;^ 
force  stationed  bere.  Among  tbem  uro  four  named  Benjamin  Gratlin,  B«  J.  Siiu 
mons,  J.  S.  Peer,  and  Jobn  Garleton,  wbo  baye  tbe  meades,  and  are  eo  mocl 
debilitated  tbat  tbey  migbt  neyer  enryiye  tbe  seyere  cbange  of  climate  dirj 
would  be  subjected  to  in  going  upon  our  coast.  I  baye,  tberefore,  released  iLrtE 
upon  tbeir  parole,  and  signing  an  oatb  not  to  serye  against  tbe  goyexnmeni  > 
tbe  United  States  until  officially  notified  of  tbeir  excbs^ge  for  otber  prisoner?. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

GEORGE  F.  EMMONS, 
Commander,  United  Statet  Nary. 
Tbe  GoMMANDlNO. Officer  of  the  military  Jorees  in  Florida  in 

rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


[Parole.] 

Cedar  Keys,  Florida,  January  16,  1863. 

Ij ,  a  priyate  soldier  in  tbe  seryice  of  tbe  so-called  Sontben: 

Confederacy,  now  in  rebellion  against  tbe  United  States  of  America,  do  solenmlv 
swear,  in  tbe  presence  of  witnesses,  tbat  I  will  not  again  take  up  arms  agaia^t 
tbe  goyernment  of  tbe  United  States  unt3  regularly  excbanged  according  to  th^ 
usual  custom  of  war. 

'  BENJAMIN  +  GATLIN, 

mark. 

B.  J.  SIMMONS, 
J.  S.  POER, 
JOHN  CAKLETON, 
Late  privates  in  Captain  Hwnfs  Company,  4M  Florida  Regimeni^ 

Witnesses :  N.  P.  Willard. 

Farwbll  J.  McGrath. 


EASTERN  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 
Boat  expedition  at  Cedar  keys  and  deathofa  seamash  Febmary2A,  1862. 

Unitbd  States  Fla*oSbip  Nuoara, 

Key  West,  MMrdk  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  report  tbe  deatb  of  Jobn  B.  Patterson,  seaman,  belonging  tn 
tbe  United  States  gunboat  Taboma,  wbo  was  killed  by  a  musket-sbot  wl^e  en- 
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fed  in  a  boat  expedition  at  Cedar  keys.  A  copj  of  Ueutenant  Commanding 
A  weirs  report  to  me,  accompanied  hy  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Gros- 
in  and  the  nsnal  certificates  of  death  from  the  Borgeon  of  the  Tahoma,  is 
siewith  tnuismitted. 

I  am,  lespectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag-Ofieer^  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  qftkt  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C, 


United  States  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Cedar  Keys,  February  27,  1862. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  accompanying  report  of  Lieutenant 

Toyman,  relative  to  a  boat  expedition  which  left  this  vessel  on  the  evening  of 

to  24th  instant.     Although  unsuccessful  in  its  object,  I  would  beg  to  mention 

jnum  the  testimony  of  witnesses)  Lieutenant  Grosman's  gallantry  on  the  occa- 

i»o.    He  it  was  who  killed  or  wounded  the  man  seen  to  fall,  add  when  the 

rite  capsixed,  he  pulled  back  under  fire,  and  scuttled  her.    Although  I  much 

^et  the  loss  of  a  man,  and  shall  not  permit  any  more  expeditions  for  the 

i^ti^ent,  under  similar  circumstances,  yet  the  expeditions  have  been  of  much 

iinioe  in  developing  the  characters  of  men  and  officers,  and  have  had  a 

fueficial  effect  on  the  crew  generally. 
•  •  •  •  •  •  •'• 

Evf^rvthing  is  quiet  about  Cedar  keys.  I  have  the  honor,  also,  to  enclose 
tnviith,  the  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  Cedar  keys  under  the  flag  of  truce  with 
ke  priisonersL  It  was  omitted,  by  some  accident,  in  my  communication  by  the 
tWe  Island.  Paymaster  Hennessey  reports  that  we  have  now  two  months' 
iruviaioa  on  board.     I  have  been  obliged  to  write  hastily. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant,     

J.  C.  HOWELL, 
Ltieutenant  Commanding. 
Flag<«eer  W.  W.  McKban, 

Commanding  United  States  Blockading  Squadron, 

Gulf  of  Mexico. 


United  Statbs  Stbambb  Tahoma, 
Off  Sea-horse  Key,  Florida,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday,  at  4.30  p.  m.,  a  boat  expedi- 
^f  consisting  of  the  Fanny,  with  six  men,  under  command  of  Acting  Master 
tt-  A  Hniiey,  and  the  Daisy,  myself  in  chai^  of  both  crews,  numbering  eleven 
Ben,  snned  with  Sharp's  rifles,  cutlasses,  and  pistols,  started  in  pursuit  of  a  sail- 
^  which  had  been  endeavoring  to  communicate  with  Depot  key,  from  the 
■uin  Uod,  with  the  view,  also,  $nd  principally,  to  cut  out  a  schooner  which  was 
iTin^  ia  the  boat-channel  between  Cedar  keys  and  the  main.  We  passed, 
irader  sail,  the  entrance  to  the  *diannel,  reconnoitring  closely  a  stockade  of 
P^^Actio  logs,  on  the  north  side— probably  an  old  Indian  fort— and  took  pos- 
M*«ioQ  of  the  boat  which  had  attracted  the  attention  of  oar  lookouts.  The 
KJiooBcr-M>]ie  with  white  mastheads-^was  then  in  sight,  but  on  the  other  side 
^^  the  tmtle-work  upon  which  the  railway  is  laid  connecting  Cedar  keys  with 
w-iiainhind. 

Darknesfl  came  on,  and  I  had  only  time  to  scuttle  a  skiff  which  was  lying  at  the 
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salt-making  station,  where  the  sail-boiit  was  anchored,  and  to  remove  a  quantin 
of  carpenters'  tools  in  the  hoat,  hefore  pulling  ont  among  the  small  keys  of  *Jai 
channel,  where,  choosing  a  position  beyond  mnsket  range  of  any  clump,  I  an 
chored  for  the  night.  At  oaylight,  the  tide  was  ebb,  and  it  was  nece^s^  d 
wait  antU  about  eight  o'clock  before  moving.  Towing  the  priee  into  the  hm 
channel,  I  pulled  for  the  open  water.  The  schooner  had.  slipped  her  aocM 
div^ing  the  night  and  was  now  nowhere  in  sight.  As  we  came  opposite  the  stncis 
ade  at  the  entrance  to  the  channel,  moving  very  slowly  at  the  time,  agaiiwt  m 
strong  flood-tide  and  fresh  wind,  a  body  of  infantry  numbering  about  tbiit^^ 
advanced  deliberately  to  the  water's  edge  and  fired  a  volley.  The  distance  vi 
about  150  yards. 

Twenty  minutes  elapsed  between  the  first  and  last  shots,  during  wliicL  ^ 
managed  to  tow  the  prize  clear  of  tlie  keys.  Mr.  Hurley  and  myself  were  uv 
only  ones  who  returned  the  fire — the  men  being  too  busy,  necesaanljt  at  4 
oars.  One  man,  supposed  to  be  an  officer,  was  seen  to  throw  up  his  arma  ^ 
fall.  As  they  were  in  skirmishing  order,  it  would  have  been  useless  for  n 
men,  in  eroups  as  they  were,  to  fire;  and  besides,  it  would  hare  involved  m 
loss  of  the  sloop.  When  beyond  reach,  sail  was  made,  but  the  sail-boat  m 
sized.  Efforts  were  made,  under  the  fire  of  the  soldiers,  who  waded  out  towin 
us,  to  right  her;  but  after  some  time  spent  ineffectually,  I  scuttled  her,  aod  vm 
sail  for  the  ship%  One  shot  went  through  the  Daisy's  ensign,  one  struck  ber  (j 
the  counter,  and  two  forward.  John  B.  Patterson,  seaman,  while  puUing  K: 
oar,  after  we  had  gained  the  open  water,  was  struck  in  the  eye  by  a  miiikt 
bullet  and  instantly  killed.  Two  shots  stnick  the  Fanny.  No  one  else  ^i 
hurt  in  either  boat,  the  shots  generally  being  too  high.  *  All  did  their  dctjj 
Acting  Master  Hurley,  Arthur  Aimer,  sailmaker's  mate,  and  Lewis  Ghe^ 
being  conspicuous. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  CROSMAN, 
Lieutenant,  United  States  Nan. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Howell, 

United  States  Steamer  Takoma,  of  Cedar  Ketfs,  Blockading  Squadro*' 


Flag' Officer  McKean  transmits  reports  in  refere^nce  to  the  evacuation  of  Aj 

alachicola  by  the  rebel  forces, 

UiviTED  States  Flao-Shfp  Niagara, 

Key  West,  Apnl  II.  1S61 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  reports  received  froii 
Commander  Stellwagen,  commanding  United  States  steamer  MerceditUr  in  ^^ 
ence  to  the  evacuation  of  Apalachicola  by  the  rebel  forces,  and  also  a  memo 

randum  of  conversation  held  by  him  with  the  inhabitants  of  tliat  place. 

•  •  •  •  ••  ••• 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag'Oficer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  S^adr^- 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sicretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Umtbd  StATBS  Steamer  Mercbdita, 

Off  Apalachicola  City,  March  25,  1862. 

Sll:  I  have  to  report  that  in  consequence  of  information  from  two  intelligent 
BAtrtbands,  that  the  town  had  heen  abandoned  two  days  after  our  coming  in  by 
Q  the  soldiezs,  (some  650,)  followed  in  a  few  days  by  nearly  all  the  inhabitants, 
tid  having  seen  the  steamboats  busy  on  the  river  either  re-enforcing  or  preparing 
)  cTftctiatei  I  determined  to  send  to  the  city  and  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the 
IK.  The  report  proves  strictly  correct:  not  a  soldier,  a  cannon,  nor  apparently 
ttj  weapon  of  war  remains;  and  persons  claiming  to  be  the  influential  men  of 
kr  iJace  say,  emphatically,  that  everybody  has  been  peremptorily  ordered  away 
jwtemoT  Milton,  of  Florida;  that  the  city  is  entirely  at  our  mercy — ^they 
«Te  no  means  of  defence,  and  cannot  resist  one  of  our  boats;  but  that  no  one 
aams  having  any  authority  to  surrender  the  city  or  to  ask  for  any  terms. 

TLere  are  sdll  left  parts  of  about  a  dozen  white  families,  a  few  slaves,  and 
cone  Spanish  fishermen — ^altogether  numbering  from  500  to  600  souls — ^many 
f  whom  are  women  and  children.  The  prominent  men"  in  the  conference  were 
trong aecessionists — ^pctty  office-holders;  many  of  the  others  are  inclined  for 
be  UoioQ,  but  are.  not  at  liberty  to  speak.  Threats  have  often  been  made  to 
liDg  or  to  starve  Uiem,  as  ''damned  Yankee  traitors  to  the  south."  In  this  cate- 
pnnr  Btand  also  many  of  the  fisherq^en  who  have  not  enlisted  in  their  army, 
fbeats  are  also  made  to  bum  the  whole  town  if  they  hold  intercourse  with  us* 
Pfir  these  considerations  I  have  abstained  from  hoisting  the  American  flag,  or 
riviog  any  show  of  reason  for  them  to  destroy  the  houses,  or  maltreat  the  per- 
Hiis  remaining,  under  pretence  of  operating  against  us  or  our  friends,  until  I 
tball  receive  your  instructions,  as  this  vessel  cannot  lie  near  enough  to  prevent 
i>eir  carrying  out  their  inhuman  threats  by  stealth  at  night. 

The  exodus  of  the  poor,  frightened  women  and  children  is  represented  by  the 
tf^groes  as  heart-rending.  Taken  away  at  the  shortest  notice — ^in  a  storm ;  thrown 
lebore  on  the  low  bluffs  many  miles  up  the  river,  with  their  household  goods, 
onotTire,  and  everything  they  could  snatch  up  in  their  flight,  and  left  all  night 
0  «  deluge  of  rain — ^the  river  rising  and  threatening  to  carry  them  away-^with 
Ktfcely  any  shelter  for  the  weak  and  sick — ^the  most  of  them  lay  in  the  mud, 
^Bt  perishing  with  cold,  until  the  latter  part  of  the  next  day,  when  they  were 
Kake&  away  by  rafts  and  flats  over  the  deluged  country. 

The  batteries  at  the  town  appear  to  be  entirely  of  sand,  not  finished  with  sod- 
&t^#  except  a  small  portion.  The  one  at  St.  Vincent  I  have  entirely  destroyed, 
^ing  the  platforms  for  the  guns,  &c.  Some  few  soldiers  are  at  Kiccat  bluffs, 
n°^  miles  up  the  river;  the  rest  at  Johnson's,  two  hundred  and  forty  miles. 
^  tills  latter  place  they  have  been  five  months  building  a  fine  steam  gpmboat, 
■otjretpknked  in. 

Hie  soldiers  are  disheartened  and  dissatisfied;  some  300  will  leave  soon,  their 
^une  beine  up.  Annexed,  please  find  copy  of  orders  to  Lieutenant  Abbot  for 
*^  expedition,  and  his  report. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant,   . 

H.  S.  STELLWAGEN, 

Commander, 
Flag-Officet  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Ecutem  Division  Gulf  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Mercbdita, 

Apalachicola,  March  23,  1862. 

StR:  Ton  will  fit  out  arf  expedition  to  proceed  at  daylight  to  the  city  of  Ap- 
vacliicola,  to  consist  of  the  first  cutter  and  the  whale-boat — ^their  crews,  and 
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BBch  officers  us  mar  be  selected,  to  be  all  well  anned.  On  approaebinp 
place,  jou  will  display  the  flag  of  truce,  and  on  its  being  met,  jou  will  reuitt^ 
to  see  the  military  commander  and  the  civil  authorities  of  the  city,  or  the  l<^ 
ing  citi8ens-*-8ome  of  whom  now  there  are  Messrs.  Dodge,  Brooke,  Tbr^ 
Mitchell,  Beman,  Porter,  Benezet,  Hancock,  Henry  B.  Taylor,  and  I>i*ctJ 
Chapman.  Say  to  them  that  understanding  the  soldiers  have  been  withdraw 
or  have  evacuated  the  place  since  we  came  in,  and  being  anxious  to  sof)4.ti  ti 
evils  of  war  as  much  as  its  due  prosecution  will  permit,  I  have  aent  you  u«  a- 
if  the  city  capitulated  without  being  subjected  to  damage  from  tke  fire  of  !i 
guns  of  the  large  naval  force  in  the  neighborhood,  which  it  is  only  reasonable 
sho.old  do.  Also  say  that  any  one  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Ur.it^ 
States  government,  and  binding  himself  not  to  act  in  hostility  to  it  or  its  f«^ft> 
can  remain  securely  in  the  town,  and  his  property  will  be  safe  as  long  as  k  r 
mains  &ithful  to  the  oath. 

Very  respect^Uy,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  8.  STELLWAGEN, 

Comnutn^fT 

lieutenant  T.  Abbot, 

United  States  Navy, 


Unitbd  Statbs  Stbambr  Mbrcbdita, 

Apaiachicola  Bay,  March  35,  1862 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  23d  instant,  I  proceeded,  on  tB 
momiug  of  the  24th,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  the  city  of  Appalachicola,  ac^ri 
panied,  in  the  whale-boat,  by  Acting  Master  G.  B.  Wilder  and  Artin. 
Assistant  Surgeon  G.  H.  Mason,  with  the  first  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ma' 
ter's  Mate  G.  A.  Steino ;  both  boats  fully  armed.  Arriving  off  the  citT. 
diipected  Mr.  Steino  to  keep  in  sight  of  the  whale-boat — about  ^yq  hmiar^ 
yards  distant — ^prepared  to  come  up  at  once,  should  I  dip  our  colors  twiov 
then  proceeded  to  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  lower  wh^trf,  as 
came  to  an  anchor,  topping  my  oars  and  keeping  them  up,  as  a  signal  thr. 
wished  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  of  the  place. 

After  remaining  in  that  position  for  about  half  an  hour,  and  seeing  tbdt  i; 
one  showed  any  disposition  to  come  off  to  us,  I  lifted  the  anchor  and  pulled  t 
toward  the  lower  wharf,  where  I  found  four  of  the  inhabitants  waiting  to  in** 
me — Messrs.  Hancock,  (mayor,)  Benezet,  Porter,  and  Miller — who  Tepro.«en:fj 
themselves  as  the  principal  citizens  of  the  place.  I  immediately  made  kn'^*^ 
to  them  the  object  of  my  mission.  They  informed  me  that  the  troops  had  bt^ 
withdrawn  from  the  city  and  sent  up  the  river,  with  all  their  arms  and  ami 
munition,  by  order  of  the  governor,  but  whether  they  were  to  return  f»r  M 
they  could  not  say.  They  stated,  also,  that  all  the  inhabitants  had  left,  excepting 
themselves  and  a  few  men,  women,  and  children ;  that  they  themselves  had  n^ 
mained  to  protect  their  own  property  from  incendiarism  on  shore ;  that  tbcto*^ 
was  in  a  defenceless  state,  but  that  they  had  no  authority  to  act  in  any  dl^p^ 
sition  of  it ;  that  should  the  place  ever  be  attacked,  and  any  of  'their  projnnj 
destroyed,  the  confederate  government  would  make  them  ample  remuncmtioc 
that  there  was  no  one  in  the  place  willing,  under  any  circumstanceSt  to  tnk 
thje  oadi  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  ffovemment,  excepting,  pcrhap- 
(to  use  their  own  expression,)  "a  few  miserable  foreigners."  I  would  b<^ 
state  that  the  incendiaries  spoken  of  by  them  are,  in  my  opinion,  people  on 
shore  of  doubtful  loyaltv  to  the  so-called  confederate  eovemmeiit.  I  notict 
that  every  one  in  the  place,  except  the*  four  leading  citizens,  staid  back  aeo? 
siderable  distance  from  the  wharf,  which  led  me  to  believe  Uiat  there  an?  5«^'^'^ 
men,  and  that  they  are  closely  watched. 
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convinced  that  I  was  talking  to  radk  secesBionistB,  and  believing  ihat 
Qj  peaceable  attempt  on  my  part  to  ascertain  the  trae  aentimentB  of  the  people 

1  the  plaee  would  be  thwarted  by  their  leading  men,  I  concluded  to  close  the 
itenriew  and  retnm  to  the  ship.    We  carried  seven  feet  of  water  in  the  channel, 

2  the  strength  of  the  stream.  The  fortifications  are  made  of  sand,  extending 
)  A  northeasterly  and  southwesterly  direction  about  five  hundred  yards,  at  equu 
irtADces  from  each  other,  the  one  in  the  centre  being  covered  with  turf;  guns 
M\  to  be  mounted  en  barbette.  We  could  not  see  any  guns,  however.  I 
kiok  a  few  heavy  guns  mounted  on  these  fortifications  would  effectually  guard 
lit  channel  against  any  ordinary  fleet 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TREVETT  ABBOT,  Lieutemint 
Commander  H.  S.  Stbllwaobn, 

Cemnuzndimg  United  States  Steamer  Mercedita. 


United  States  Stbambb  Mbbcbdita, 

()ff  ApalachicoUzt  AprU  4,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  die  honor  to  report  the  capture,  without  resistance,  of  the  city 
if  Apalachicola  and  all  the  vessels  in  the  vicinity,  by  an  expedition  of  eight 
uaed  boats  from  this  ship  and  the  United  States  gunboat  Si^amore,  Lieutenant 
t^Mrananding  A.  J.  Drake,  on  the  3d  instant 

On  the  ^th  ultimo  t  heard  that  the  sloop  Octavia  had  run  into  St.  Joseph's 
bay  from  Havana,  and  sent  a  sail-boat,  under  Acting  Master  Wilder,  to  that 
place^thir^-five  miles,  via  the  "haul-over,"  or  portage,  across  the  narrow 
rthp  of  land  connecting  Cape  St  Bias  with  the  mainland.  It  was  found  that 
fbe  had  left,  but  indications,  from  wheel-tracks,  grains  of  spilled  coffee,  ^^ 
ibowed  she  had  landed  her  freight  and  carted  it  away.  On  the  same  day  my 
\x>m  chased  a  small  sloop  from  Indian  Pass  to  the  city,  and  at  night  I  sent  the 
g^  down  thirty  miles  to  East  Pass,  directing  the  Sagamore  to  join  me  at  the 
^iest  convenience.  She  arrived  on  the  1st,  and  the  next  day  the  boats  were 
fsllj  prepared  for  an  armed  expedition  to  the  city  and  "  Old  Woman's  bluff," 
«e\*en  miles  up  the  river.  The  six  boats  started  at  9  p.  m.,  under  command  of 
uetiteaant  Aobot,  of  this  ship,  and  Lieutenant  Bigelow,  of  the  Sagamore, 
mU'uding  to  pass  the  town  in  the  night,  and  Lieutenant  A.  Drake  and  myself 
i()lloved  in  our  eigs  to  support  them.  On  arriving  at  the  city  early  in  the 
^Burning,  we  found  the  Octavia  and  all  the  small  vessels  in  possession  of  our 
tti^Q.  aad  in  due  time  the  party  came  down  the  river,  towing  the  pilot-boats 
tv^aet  and  Mary  Olivia  and  the  schooners  New  Islan,  Floyd,  and  Rose ;  the 
hucr  loaded  with  cotton.  A  considerable  time  was  spent  in  trying  to  get  the 
tvo  pilot-boats  and  New  Islan  over  the  bar,  but  without  success ;  they  grounded 
ai  «eTeu  feet  of  water. 

liite  in  the  afternoon  I  pulled  in,  with  all  the  boats,  to  the  landing-place,  and 
M  an  interview  with  the  people  of  the  town,  the  details  of  which  accompany 
"^  I  gave  them  up  their  fish-boats  and  two  or  three  schooners,  very  old,  and 
^J  &  for  lighters,  and  told  them  they  could  fish  and  oyster  so  long  as  they 
•we  friendly,  as  I  knew  there  was  great  distress  for  the  necessaries  of  life. 
^^  ^'jing  again  to  eet  off  the  three  schooners,  without  success,  I  ordered 
UiciB  to  be  set  on  fire,  which  was  effectually  done.    The  sloop  Octavia,  and  the  ' 

*^ner  Boee,  with  her  cotton,  I  determined  to  send  to  Key  West  for  adjudi- 

otiou. 

1  think  the  demonstration  will  be  very  salutary  for  the  people,  and  will  be  of 
**^«e  to  the  cause.    I  fiope  you  will  approve  die  com-se  pursued.    The  men^ 
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desenre  great  credit.    The  boata  were  gone  from  twentj-foar  to  tUrty-sis 
hours,  with  almost  constant  heary  work,  which  was  borne  very  eheerfuUj. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  8TELLWAGEN,  Comvutrnder, 
Flag-Officcr  Wm.  W.  McKban, 

Comnutnding  Etutem  Divincn  Gulf  Squadron, 


Memorandum  of  an  interview  toith  the  people  of  ApalacAicola,  April  3,  15oJ. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  I  pulled  into  the  landing-place  with  all  the  eight  boatv 
ready  for  action,  and  was  met  by  nearly  all  the  population.  It  was  t^Ij 
affecting  to  see  the  crowd — ^principally  women  and  cnildren,  who  had  been  t.ii 
we  were  ruthless  Hessians,  bent  on  burning,  pillage,  and  destruction — iprvi^m^ 
down  to  see  our  large  and  well-armed  force,  without  any  fear  of  maltreatm^:!': 
on  the  contrary,  with  every  confidence  in  our  humanity  and  discipline.  I  !•>"« 
on  it  as  one  of  the  greatest  compliments  that  could  be  paid  to  civilisation^  tn  oii: 
honored  navy,  and  to  our  sacred  cause.  The  men,  nearly  all,  took  off  their  hxtf, 
and  I  addressed  them,  as  follows : 

"My  Countbymbn,  (for  even  you,  who  are  engaged  in  this  unholy,  unnMTirjI 
war  against  our  government,  are  my  fellow-countrymen,)  we  come  not  to  injurt 
the  defenceless,  or  women  and  children.     I  like  the  people  of  the  south,  tbmigt 
I  hate  secession  and  rebellion,  which  have  brought  suci^  calamities  and  xni^trv 
upon  all  parts  of  our  late  happy  land."     (Cries  of  "  We  have  had  no  part  in  it'" 
" The  innocent  suffer  with  the  guilty !")     "That  is  true,"  1  replied,  "here  aal 
everywhere;  it  is  the  result,  always,  of  civil  war,  and  your  leaders  should  hA^e 
thought  of  it.     I  sent  up,  some  days  ago,  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  town. 
and  to  say  that  'all  persons  who  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  biitl 
themselves  not  to  engage  in  any  act  of  hostility  against  the  United  States  gnr* 
emment,  could  remain  here  securely,  and  that  their  property  would  be  safe  a^ 
long  as  they  would  keep  faithfully  their  oaths.'     This  Kindness  was  met  bv  tout 
self-constituted  authorities,  Messrs.  Hancock,  Benezet,  Porter,  and  ITatfaer  31111^% 
by  saying,  *  The  city  is  defenceless,  there  are  no  soldiers  nor  any  arms,  hot  rhf  rt^ 
is  no  one  having  authority  to  surrender  it;'  that  there  was  no  one  here  vho 
would  take  any  oath  to  the  United  States  except  it  might  be  some  •  — —  f^^ 
eigners;'  and  as  to  property,  if  destroyed,  the  southern  confederacy  would  paj 
all  loss.     Since  then  they  have  allowed  the  sloop  Octavia  to  come  in,  and  aia<^ 
her  in  evading  the  blockade.     We  have  come  to  show  you  how  eaoly  we  can 
retaliate,  but  that  we  wish  to  be  merciful.     I  know  there  is  great  distress  bem. 
("  We  are  almost  starv  ing,"  from  some  of  the  women.)    "  Well,  now,  listen  to  what 
I  have  to  say.     I  will  spare  all  fishing  and  oyster  boats,  (Thanks!  thanb!') 
and  you  may  fish  and  oyster  in  the  bay  in  safety  as  long  as  no  hostile  act  U 
committed  by  the  town ;  but  any  direct  or  indirect  act,  such  as  firing  OQ  (*^ 
boats,  helping  a  vessel  to  run  the  blockade,  bringing  soldiers  to  town,  or  iuy- 
thing  of  the  sort,  will  be  severely  punished.     If  your  boats  go  near  the  men-of- 
war,  they  must  go  alongside  ana  report  themselves,  and  meet  any  boat  seut  ^^ 
examine  them."     (Answers  "Yes,  sir!  we  will.") 

Pointing  to  their  batteries,  I  said:  "See  what  protectors  your  noldier  are; 
look  at  the  fort  built  in  the  midst  of  your  houses,  so  that  a  few  sfaeU»,  even  frozo 
boat  guns,  at  them,  would  be  sure  to  bum  your  town."  (Laughter,  and  crie^  ^'> 
"  Oh !  they're  no  great  soldiers;  there  are  no  engineers  among  them."}  "  Well  1 
suppose  you  have  heard  that  PensaCola  is  evacuated ?"  {'*  Yee !")  "Fcniondini 
taken  V  "  Yes !"  «  You  know  of  our  victories  at  Roanoke,  Spring  Mills,  I>rt 
Henry,  Donelson;  and  Columbus  fallen  without  ft  blow  1"    ("Yes!  yea!!"   **3lfl' 
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tfsas  taken  without  firing  a  gun  V  (This  appeared  to  surpriBe  them.)  " Naah- 
ille  taken f*  ("Yes,"  from  the  crowd,  "and  Florence,  Alabama."  "Well,  I 
link  secession  is  nearly  played  ont."  (Great  clapping  of  hands,  and  cries  of 
(hii  send  peace  may  come  soon.")  "Now,  remember,  do  not  be  led  or  forced 
ito  hostilities  against  ns,  unless  you  desire  to  be  severely  dealt  with.  We  don't 
N^uire  yonr  hdp,  if  it  will  get  you  into  trouble;  but  do  not  act  against  us. 
Te  are  strong  enough;  keep  quiet." 

I  then  gave  them  up  the  old  lighter  Floyd,  and  others  unfit  for  use,  and  re- 
(Atc'd  permission  to  catch  fish,  &c.  A  man  came  forward,  saying,  "  Captain, 
ome  of  my  boys  (slaves)  have  gone  on  board  your-  ships  v  wUl  they  be  given 
ip?"  **No!"  "Will  the  government  pay  for  them?"  "No!  they  have  been 
lAcd  to  assist  in  carrying  soldiers  and  arms,  in  building  forts  and  a  gunboat  to 
c\  a^unst  the  United  States.  You  will  never  get  relief."  Another  asked, 
'Will  the  United  States  government  oblige  Florida  to  redeem  her  notes  when 
K'Ace  comes  V  "No!  they  were  issued  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  Florida  will 
lave  no  means."  "Why,  there's  the  public  lands;  can't  we  get  Florida  lands 
or  our  notes  ?"  "  No !  the  United  States  will  take  the  lands  and  public  property." 
'  Won't  you  give  up  the  pilot-boats  ?"  "  No ! "  "  What  will  you  do  with  them  ?" 
'Bura  them."  As  I  was  on  the  point  of  leaving,  Messrs.  Benezet,  Miller,  and 
ohera  came  forward,  and  asked  me  to  land  and  speak  with  them  in  private.  I 
i«k«l  "if  they  had  any  authorized  communication  lo  make?"  They  said  "No! 
bnt  they  wished  to  hear  my  commands."  I  told  them  "  I  would  hold  no  secret 
oonftrencfe;  I  had  just  told  the  people  what  I  had  to  say,  and  they  could  hear  it 
ftH  from  them."  We  then  pullea  in  line  past  them,  turned,  and  stood  out  the  river, 
firing  a  shrapnel  from  tthe  boat  gun  of  the  Sagamore's  launch,  away  from  the 
pM^»plc,  to  show  them  its  effect.  The  populace  were  evidently  pleased  with  the 
iDU'rview,  and,  if  free  from  compulsion,  I  am  sure  would  be  in  favor  of  the  Union. 
We  found  it  impracticable  to  get  the  grounded  vessels  off,  and  I  ordered  the 
Cr^et,  Mary  Olivia,  and  the  New  Plan  set  on  fire,  which  was  effectually  done, 
^•i  the  Rose  and  Octavia  taken  to  our  anchorage.  The  boats  were  gone  from 
twwiiy.four  to  thirty-six  hours.  The  men  behaved  admirably. 
Vciy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  STELLWAGEN, 

CamTnander, 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McEban, 

Commandifig  Eastern  Division  Gulf  Sguadron, 


^og'OJleer  McKean  trammits  report  of  the  capture  of  the  confederate  steamer 

Florida. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  24,  1862. 

^iK:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by 
^^g  Master  Elnathan  Lewis,  who  commanded  the  boat  expedition  from  the 
Pitriait,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  confederate  steamer  Florida,  and 
»hich  I  did  not  receive  in  time  to  forward  by  the  Connecticut. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Steamer  Florida,  Pbizb  to  U.  S.  Bark  Forsht, 

St.  Joseph^s  Bay,  April  10*  1802, 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  yoor  order  of  the  4th  instJuiu 
proceeded  with  the  boats  under  my  command  to  St.  Andrew's  bay,  to  endfa^ 
to  Cloture  any  vessel  or  vessels  that  might  be  found  loading  or  Ijing  hi  tL 
vicinity.    We  arrived  at  the  month  of  the  pass  and  landed  at  12,30  a.  m^  au 
camped  on  the  beach.    Having  been  informed  that  a  sloop  loaded  with  cutt*: 
bound  to  Havana,  was  lying  five  miles  up  Crooked  Island  sound,  I  despatcL 
the  launch,  with  twelve  men,  in  charge  of  Sailingmaster  John  C.  Hamlin,  wii 
orders  to  capture  her,  if  possible.    Mr.  Hamlin  proceeded  up  the  sound  and  !'« 
possession  of  the  sloop,  which  proved  to  be  the  sloop  Lafayette,  of  Pea^aciLii 
which  ran  the  blockade  by  East  Pass,  Pensacola,  March  1,  and  had  been  Ijiiv 
there  since,  having  abandoned  his  voyage.    Found  the  captain  on  board,  wL 
expressed  strong  Union  sentiments.     Got  sloop  under  way,  brought  her  to  t 
pass,  and  anchored  her.    We  found  that  Qaptain  Harrison,  of  the  sloop,  « 
acquainted  with  the  bay,  and  volimteered  his  services  to  pUot  us  to  the  steaioi 
Florida,  then  loading  at  head  of  North  bay,  mouth  of  Bear  creek.    At  1  p. 
started  sloop,  with  boats  in  tow ;  at  4  p.  m.  passed  St  Andrewstown,  and  p?^> 
ceeded  up  North  bay  until  9  p.  m.,  when,  the  wind  having  died  away,  wt  a^ 
chored  the  sloop  and  one  boat,  leaving  five  men  in  charge,  under  the  oomm-iui 
of  James  H.  Bany,  master's  mate.    We  then  proceeded  cautiously  with  laaucb 
first  cutter,  and  twenty-five  men,  Captain  Harrison  acting  as  pUot 

At  2  a.  m.  we  succeed  in  passing  the  picket  guard  without  any  alarm  Usin^ 

g'ven;  at  3  a.  m.  discerned  the  lights  of  the  steamer  in  the  distance.  We  xh^'^ 
y  on  our  oars  and  drifted  up  wiUi  the  tide  until  we  came  within  hail,  wheu  ^'^ 
were  hailed  by  the  watch,  who  gave  the  alarm.  We  then  boarded  her  in  U>th 
boats  on  both  sides.  We  met  with  but  little  resistance,  they  hemg  taken  com- 
pletely by  surprise.  On  gaining  the  deck  of  the  steamer,  I  received  a  pietoi 
shot  in  the  forehead.  We  then  took  charge  of  the  steamer,  putting  the  cn^^ 
under  guard.  She  proved  to  be  the  steamship  Florida,  loading  with  cottoo  for 
the  purpose  of  running  the  blockade.  Found  the  boilers  empty,  and  iuunt'^ii- 
ately  pumped  them  up,  and  proceeded  to  get  the  steamer  in  working  ordrr. 
Finding  the  engineera  to  be  U  nion  men,  we  prevailed  on  them  to  assist  in  gettia? 
the  steamer  down. 

At  11  a.  m.  got  under  way  and  steamed  slowly  down  the  bay.  Aflex  j>to- 
ceeding  about  five  miles  we  grounded  on  an  oyster  bank,  in  mid-channel;  u.^ed 
every  effort  to  get  her  off,  without  success;  lay  there  all  night.  At  9.a.m* 
tide  veering,  succeeded  in  getting  her  afloat,  but  had  scarcely  gone  a  mile  whrD 
we  grounded  on  another  bar.  Finding  that  I  could  not  get  her  afloat,  and 
provisions  getting  scarce,  I  held  a  consultation  with  the  officers  and  crew.  aoJ 
concluded  to  set  those  on  shore  who  did  not  wish  to  take  the  oath  of  aUefri^ui^*^' 
to  the  'United  States ;  which  we  did,  sending  nine  men  and  the  chief  eugLn<'«r. 
I  then  deemed  it  advisable  to  lighten  the  ship,  which  I  did  by  throwing  qtc^* 
board  thirty  bales  of  cotton,  considering  the  ship  in  a  critical  conditioD.  ^ 
offered  to  the  pilot,  Wm.  H.  Harrison,  Samuel  Dayton,  chief  mate,  and  IIo\h^* 
Davidson,  first  engineer,  $500  each ;  likewise  to  Henry  Jones,  second  enflrtmvr, 
$250;  also  to  each  of  the  greasers,  $50,  to  induce  them  to  make  every  elfort  r» 
get  the  boat  to  sea.  Next  morning,  at  9  o'clock,  got  the  steamer  afloat  au<^ 
proceeded  down  the  bay.  On  arriving  abreast  of  St  Andrewstown,  we  foimd 
it  impossible  to  cross  the  bar,  owing  to  the  heavy  gale  then  blowing  from  tk 
southwest;  came  to  an  anchor.  Finding  provisions  getting  scarce,  wad  luivinj; 
previously  been  informed  by  the  pilot  that  the  two  families  living  thcrt^  writ' 
iJnioniats,  I  was  induced  to  send  the  sloop  Lafayette,  in  chai^  of  Jame^  U. 
Barry,  with  five  men  and  the  pilot,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  try  and  prvtci^rt 
some.    Seeing  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore*  Mr.  fiarxy  and  the  pOot  londiJ  f^^ 
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tore  met  by  a  woiiuui»  who  told  them  tliej  could  g€t  proyisions  at  another 

tM^.  Ab  thej  were  going  to  the  boat,  an  alarm  was  given  that  a  body  of 
rd  men,  to  the  number  of  forty  or  fifty,  were  running  towiu'ds  them  from 
woodd.  They  jumped  into  the  boat  and  made  for  the  sloop,  but  had 
iy  got  twenty  yaras  from  shore  when  they  were  fired  at  by  the  rebels. 
i«*r  succeeded  in  getting  on  board  the  sloop;  while  doing  which,  however, 
tW  volley  was  fired,  instantly  killing  Samuel  Lawrence,  badly  wounding 
DCS  Finney,  and  also  wounding  James  H.  Barry  and  the  pilot.  They 
Married  the  fire, and  succeeded  in  driving  them  back;  got  sloop  under  way  and 
cached  the  steamer.  We  then  fired  six  shells  into  the  town  from  our  small 
H«9<1  12- pounder,  which  we  had  taken  from  om:  boat  and  mounted  on  the 
teamcr.  The  gale  increasing,  let  go  the  other  anchor  and  kept  ship  under 
team  all  night.  At  9  a.  m.  Jacob  F.  F.  Wendt  accidentally  shot  himself  in 
be  groin.  At  1  p.  m.  next  day,  wind  abating,  got  under  way  and  proceeded  to 
Sart  Pa58.  On  reaching  the  pass,  and  finding  the  sea  running  very  high  on  the 
wir,  rendering  it  impossible  to  cross  without  great  risk,  came  to  anchor.  At  8 
he.  next  morning  got  under  way ;  crossed  the  bar  and  proceeded  to  St.  Joseph's 
i^j,  arriving  at  1 1  a.  m. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men  whom  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  command.  And  further- 
more, I  wish  to  recommend  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captaia 
Harrison,  our  pilot,  in  bravely  assisting  to  defend  our  men  in  the  sloop  against 
the  tremendous  odds  opposed  to  them.  I  wish  also  to  express  my  heartfelt 
tbanks  to  Sailingmaster  John  0.  Hamlin  and  Master's  Mate  James  H.  Barry 
for  their  conduct  during  the  expedition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELNATHAN  LEWIS, 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer, 
Volunteer  lieut.  Cats,  United  Statee  Bark  Pursuit, 


Destruction  of  salt-uforks  in  Floridth  October  6|  1862. 

United  Statbs  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Cedar  Keys,  October  14,  L862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  4th  of 
OctolHfr  instant,  having  touched  at  Tampa  Bay  and  delivered  the  despatches 
with  which  I  was  charged. 

I  foond  the  United  States  steamer  Somerset  at  anchor  off  Depot  key.  A 
Wt  was  sent  me  to  report  that  in  an  attack  on  some  salt-works  fiffcecn  men  of 
the  Somerset,  under  the  executive  officer,  had  been  fired  on  from  a  house  in  ^nt 
'^  which  two  or  three  women  were  walking,  and  from  whose  top  a  large  white 
flag  was  flying,  and  seven  of  the  fifteen  wounded.  The  force  was  obliged  to 
return  witnout  accomplishing  all  their  work. 

I  detprmined  to  fit  out  a  strong  expedition ;  to  send  men  enough  to  overcome  - 
all  opposition,     llie  rebels  here  needed  a  lesson,  and  they  have  had  it. 

1  FDipectfully  refer  you  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Crosman's  report  for  par- 
ticalar».  In  the  two  expeditions  between  fifty  and  sixty  boilers  were  destroyed ; 
tbe  bouses  were  burned  on  account  of  the  treacherous  use  made  of  one  of  them 
cm  October  4. 

Credit  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Crosman,  in  charge  of  the  combined 
expedition,  and  to  Acting  Master  Dennlson,  executive  officer  of  the  Somersett 
in  charge  of  the  Somerset's  boats,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  both  vessels, 
w  the  succesafdl  issue.    A  large  amount  of  property  was  destroyed,  and  not  a 
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man  was  injured  on  our  side.    It  is  said  that  the  salt-woiks  destrdyed  w^ 
capable  of  making  one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  salt  per  diem. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obadient  servant,  

J.  C.  HOWEIX, 
Commander,  United  Suues  Narj. 
Bear  Admiral  J.  L.  Lardnbb, 

Commanding  United  Statet  Squadron,  Key  West,  Spe. 


United  States  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Of  Sea-horse  Key,  October  8,  1^^^ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  iaatant  » 
expedition  left  the  harbor  for  the  purpose  of  demolishing  some  salt-wcurks  oi  ilir 
rebels  upon  the  main  land.  The  expedition  consisted  of  four  boats  from  thL« 
ship  and  four  from  the  United  States  steamer  Somerset,  numbering  in  all  ou 
hundred  and  eleven  men.    Two  of  the  boats  had  howitzers. 

Twenty  or  thirty  armed  guerillas  were  put  to  flight  by  the  sheU*  sfarapnfl 
and  canister,  with  which  the  houses,  woods,  and  underbrush  were  seaiclieEi: 
then  the  smoll-ann  men  landed,  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  each  flank  of  tb^ 
guns,  and  the  working  parties  de^stroyed  the  boilers,  which  were  of  various  shap^ 
and  curious  construction.  The  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity  were  fired,  an^ 
the  boats  proceeded^  to  the  next  station.  Here  the  boats  covered  the  workicr 
parties,  and  no  small-arm  men  were  needed.  It  was  necessary  to  pnt  how/mr 
shell  through  two  very  thick  cast-iron  and  two  strong  wrought-iron  boiler?; 
the  buildings  were  then  burned.  Just  after  leaving  this  latter  place  the  cars 
came  in  and  probably  brought  a  re-enforcement,  as  people  on  shore  ydled  asd 
shouted  and  fired  some  twenty  shots  at  the  boats.  From  the  sound,  I  jadgv* 
them  to  be  Minie  or  Enfield  rifle  bullets.  None  of  them,  however,  struck  anf 
of  the  men,  nor  would  they  have  done  any  harm,  as  the  distance  was  too  greai. 

The  expedition  was  entirely  successful — destroyed  some  twenty  boiler*. 
burned  to  the  ground  all  the  buildings  within  reach,  besides  two  upon  W&j 
key;  no  confusion  was  exhibited  in  landing,  nor  was  there  any  departure  from 
the  instructions  given  prior  to  it;  no  useless  expenditure  of  ammunition,  and  o<> 
one  hurt. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  CROSMAN, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  in  Command  of  the  Expe^tion^ 

Commander  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  United  States  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Cedar  Keys,  Florida^ 


United  States  Gunboat  Sombbsbt, 
Cedar  Keys,  October  7, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

Having  received  reliable  information  that  most  all  the  rebel  troops  stationed 
at  No.  4  (the  present  terminus  of  the  Femandina  railroad)  had  been  sent  swtijt 
and  knowing  they  had  very  extensive  salt-works  there,  I  felt  it  my  daty  to 
destroy  them,  if  possible.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  issUnU  I 
took  position  with  this  vessel,  as  close  as  the  draught  of  water  would  admit, 
threw  some  dozen  shells,  when  they  hoisted  the  wUte  flag,    Dospatched  tk 
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ita  in  chai^  of  Acting  Master  Dennison,  with  instrnctions  to  deetroj  all  the 
kworks  diat  conld  be  found.  "Re  had  sncceeded  in  demolishing  quite,  a 
mber  without  any  resistance.  Upon  arriving  at  the  place  where  the  white 
;  was  ^ying^  he  found  the  works  to  be  verj  large.  Seeing  several  women  at 
'  bouse,  he  could  not  fire.  No  sooner,  however,  had  his  men  got  oat  of  the 
Its  to  destroj-  the  works  than  they  were  fired  upon  by  some  twenty-five  per- 
n  concealed  in  the  rear.  He  returned  th6  fire,  killing  and  wounding  se^vral. 
The  party  that  had  been  sent  with  the  howitzer,  not  being  able  to  get  up 
im  the  tide's  falling,  I  recalled  them.  They  destroyed  several  barrels  of  salt, 
lumber  of  boats,  and  captured  one  launch  and  a  large  flat, 
llie  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  Tahoma  having  arrived,  a  much  larger  expe- 
Hon  was  fitted  put;  which  proved  perfectly  successful,  without  meeting  with 
och  resistance. 

The  whole  number  of  salt-boilers  destroyed  in  the  two  days  by  the  two 
fftieswas  between  fifty  and  sixty,  some  of  them  making  as  high  as  five  bushels 
iT  day ;  and  from  all  the  information  I  can  obtain  from  contrabands,  they  were 
taking  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  every  twenty-four  hours,  work- 
f  Di{;ht  and  day. 

Enclosed  I  send  the  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the  casualties  of  the  fourth. 
I  am,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  ENGLISH, 

Ldeutenant  Commander. 

Acting  Bear  Admiral  Jambs  L.  Lardnrr, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Somerset, 
^        Of  Cedar  Keys,  Florida,  October  4.  1862. 

SiR:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  action  of  to-day,  in  the 
de^tniction  of  the  salt-works  at  Station  No.  4. 
Killed, — ^None. 

^^ounded  dangerously, — ^Henry  Everett,  captain  of  after-guard,  wounded  in 
^mr  places  with  buckshot,  one  entering  the  abdomen  below  the  umbilicus,  one 
p^<^iug  through  the  left  thigh,  one  lodging  in  the  left  ankle,  and  one  in  the  right 
<VTn ;  Randolph  Cooke,  seaman,  wounded  in  the  throat,  a  shot  passing  through 
^  Urynx  and  oesophagus  into  the  left  side  of  the  neck. — 2, 

Wounded  severely,— James  O'Niell,  seaman,  wounded  in  four  places  with 
bQck»hot,  two  passing  through .  the  left  thigh,  one  through  the  left  arm  near 
tiic  wrist,  and  one  striking  the  chest  without  penetrating ;  Willis  H.  Hines,  sea- 
i^^^t  gunshot  wound  of  tne  left  arm,  a  musket  ball  passing  through  the  deltoid 
mui^cle;  John  Willard,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  the  right  arm,  a  buckshot 
[hiMiug  through  the  forearm,  between  radius  and  ulna;  Thomas  WiUon,  Ist 
(Tdmaiy  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  the  left  arm,  a  bUckshot  passing  nearly 
*J«^agb  the  deltoid  muscle.— 4. 

Wounded  slightly. — William  E.  Dennison,  acting  master  and  executive  officer, 
Hnick  on  the  right  hip  by  a  spent  ball ;  Frederick  Block,  struck  on  the  fore- 
^wd  by  a  spent  buckshot. — 2. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  J.  DRAPER, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
iMtenant  Commander  Earl  English, 

United  States  Navy. 
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GAPTUBS  OF  KEW  OBLEAN& 

Oaptain  D.  6.  Farragat  sailed  from  Hampton  roads,  in  the  United  SUkt 
steamer  Hartford,  on  the  3d  daj  of  February,  1862,  to  assume  the  dntied 
flag-officer  of ,  the  Western  Onlf  blockading  squadron.  In  addition  to  the  ordi- 
nary blockading  duties,  he  was  speciallj  charged  with  the  reduction  of  thr 
defences  guarding  the  approaches  to  New  Orleans,  and  the  taking  posnesfioa 
of  that  city,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extracts  from  his  confideodaJ 
instructions : 

Navy  Department,  Jantuury  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  When  the  Hartford  is  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea  yoa  will  proc«<^  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  all  possible  aespatch,  and  oommnnicatc  with  Fltf> 
Officer  W.  W.  McE^ean,  who  is  directed  by  the  enclosed  despatch  to  transfer  '/i\ 
you  the  command  of  the  Western  Gulf  blockading  squadron.  •  •  •  •  * 
•  •  There  will  be  attached  to  your  squadron  a  fleet  of  bomb- vessel*  at'i 
armed  steamers  enough  to  manage  them,  all  under  command  of  Commander  D. 
D.  Porter,  who  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you.  As  fast  as  these  Teasels  are  gvH 
ready  they  will  be  sent  to  Key  West  to  await  the  arriyal  of  all,  and  the  com- 
manding officers,  who  will  be  permitted  to  organize  and  practice  with  them  ai 
that  port. 

When  these  formidable  mortars  arrive,  and  you  c&e  completely  readj,  to? 
will  collect  such  vessels  as  can  be  spared  from  the  blockade  and  proceed  up  tW 
Mississippi  river,  and  reduce  the  defences  which  guard  the  approaches  to  Nev 
Orleans,  when  you  will  appear  ofi*  that  city  and  take  possession  of  it  under  lU 
guns  of  your  squadron,  ana  hoist  the  American  flag  therein,  keeping  ^ot^sem^^ 
until  troops  can  be  sent  to  you.  If  the  Mississippi  expedition  from  Cairo  ^liall 
not  have  descended  the  river,  you  will  take  advantage  of  the  panic  to  piub  4 
strong  force  up  the  river  to  take  all  their  defences  in  the  rear.  As  you  have 
expressed  yourself  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  force  given  to  you,  and  &»  manj 
more  powerful  vessels  will  be  added  before  you  can  conmience  operations.  ^ 
department  and  the  country  will  require  of  you  success.  •  •  •  •  Tbeif 
■re  other  operations,  of  minor  importance,  which  will  commend  themselves  tn 
your  judgment  and  skill,  but  which  must  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the 
great  object  in  view — ^the  certain  capture  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

Destroy  the  armed  barriers  which  these  deluded  people  have  raised  up  ^»mii 
the  power  of  the  United  States  government,  and  shoot  down  those  who  w3i 
against  the  Union ;  but  cultivate  with  cordiality  the  first  returning  reason,  wbicb 
is  sure  to  follow  your  success. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

AppoinUd  to  command  Western  CMf  Blockading  Squadron, 

On  the  10th  of  February  the  flag-officer  was  again  confidentially  addressed, 
as  follows : 

Navy  Department,  February  10, 1S62. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  to  you  herewith  sketches  from  the  United  States  £i|gio<<^ 
bureau  relative  to  the  works  on  the  Mississippi  river ;  also  a  memonoidiuii  p^ 
pared  by  General  Barnard,  United  States  army»  who  conatnicted  Fort  St.  Plu^* 
The  most  important  operation  of  the  war  is  confided  to  youradf  andyosr  bia^*^" 
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iociates,  sad  every  light  possible  to  obtain  shotild  be  carefiillj  considered 

hn  patting  into  operation  the  plan  which  jonr  jadgment  dictates. 

[t  ie  renorted  that  nineteen  feet  of  water  can  be  carried  over  the  bar.    If  this 

trne,  tne  frigate  Mississippi  can  be  got  over  without  mnch  difficulty.  The 
htnio  draws  about  twenty-two  feet ;  she  lightens  one  inch  to  twenty-four 
t$;  her  keel  is  about  two  feet  deep.  The 'frigate  Wabash,  when  in  New 
irk,  in  1856,  drew,  without  her  spar-deck  guns,  stores,  water-casks,  tanks,  and 
d.  (excepting  thirty  tons,)  aft,  twenty  feet  four  inches;  forward,  sixteen 
•t ;  or,  on  an  eren  keel,  eighteen  feet  four  inches.  This  would  indicate  a  very 
IT  passage  for  this  noUe  vessel ;  and  if  it  be  poinhh  to  get  these  two 
jASwrs  over,  and  perhaps  a  sailing  vessel  also,  you  will  take  care  to  use  every 
ntion  to  do  so.  The  powerful  tugs  in  the  bomb  flotilla  will  afford  the  neces- 
rr  palling  power.  The  tops  of  these  large  steamers  are  from  thirty  to  fifty 
»t  Above  the  fort,  and  command  the  parapets  and  interior  completely  with 
^itzen  and  musketry.  The  Wachusett,  at  Boston ;  the  Oneida,  Richmond, 
iruQA,  and  Dakota,  at  New  York ;  and  the  Iroquois,  from  the  West  Indies. 
If  ordered  to  report  to  you,  with  all  practicable  despatch,  and  every  gunboat 
btcb  can  be  got  ready  in  time  will  have  the  same  orders.  All  of  the  bomb- 
ff^U  have  sailed,  and' the  steamers  to  accompany  them  are  being  prepared 
tth  great  despatch.  It  is  believed  the  last  will  oe  off  by  the  16th  instant. 
Eighteen  thousand  men  are  being  sent  to  the  Gulf  to  co-operate  in  the  move- 
eats  which  will  give  to  the  arms  of  the  United  States  full  possession  of  the 
^3  within  the  Umits  of  your  command.  You  will,  however,  carry  out  your 
Mruetions  with  regard  to  we  Mississippi  and  Mobile  without  any  delay  beyond 
^)  imposed  upon  you  by  your  own  careful  preparation.  A  division  from  Ship 
Uarl  will  probably  be  ready  to  occupy  the  forts  that  will  fall  into  your  hands. 
V  department  relies  upon  your  skill  to  give  direction  to  the  powerful  force 
l>f«ti  attyour  disposal,  and  upon  your  personal  character  to  infuse  a  ^ea^ 
>operetion  amongst  your  officers,  iree  from  unworthy  jealousies.  If  successful^ 
i)'j  open  the  way  to  the  sea  for  the  great  west,  never  again  to  be  closed.  The 
^MUnn  win  be  riven  in  th*e  centre,  and  the  flag  to  which  you  have  been  so 
lithlnl  will  recover  its  supremacy  in  every  State.  % 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

FlagOfficer  D.  G.  Farraout,  Z7.  S,  N., 

Com*g  Wuiem  Cfulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  bland. 

Captain  Farragnt  arrived  at  Ship  island  on  the  20th  of  February,  having 
N^'n  detained  some  time  at  Key  West.  He  immediately  commenced  arranging 
06  Kqoadrou  with  a  view  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  special  duty  assigned 
^UQ.  The  difficulties  encotmtered  in  getting  the  larger  vessels  over  the  bar 
^-f^  greater  than  was  anticipated.    On  the  12th  March  the  flag-officer  wrote 

United  States  Steam bb  Hartford, 

Southwest  Pass,  March  14,  1862. 

.  ^IK :  1  herewith  enclose  the  views  of  Captain  Bailey,  who,  like  mjself.  thinks 
B  impofiiiible  to  get  the  Colorado  over  the  bar  of  the  Mississippi.  I  have  also 
^  working  hara  at  Pass  k  TOutre  with  a  good  pilot,  trying  to  get  the  Brook- 
Ivn  over  that  bar,  and,  afler  getting  her  off  on  the  11th,  I  gave  it  up,  as  we 
*^  M  get  more  than  twelve  feet  at  the  shoalest  pass.  I  then  came  down  to 
^  pua  with  her,  where  Mr.  Halter,  our  Coast  Survey  assistant,  had  examined 
<od  ably  booyed  the  bar;  and  I  am  happy  to  sav  the  Brooklvn  passed  over, 
^y  gnmading  onoe,  bnt  got  off  in  less  than  an  nour.    She  drew  at  the  time 
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fifteen  feet  water.    Gaptam  Craven  has  been  nnremitting  in  his  exertiona  to  f^ 
his  ship  over  the  bar,  but  we  have  not  found  the  water  formeriy  earned  ovf 
these  bars ;  no  doubt  for  the  reason  that  the  daily  passing  of  large  ship^  k -p 
the  channd  open.    It  docs  not  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  either  Mr.  Hilu 
(Coast  Survey  assistant)  or  the  pilots  that  the  Colorado  can  poasibly  pM^  ib 
bar,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  Mississippi  will  be  gotten  over;  but  we  ^ii 
soon  be  able  to  decide  by  actual  trial.     I  now  have  at  the  head  of  the  pae^ 
the  following  forces :  Brooklyn  and  three  gunboats.    All  intercourse  is  Bt(»pp^ 
between  the  city  and  bar.    •  •  •  •  •  • 

Captain  Bell  has  just  returned  from  a  reconnoiesance  of  the  river  np  as  high  i 
within  about  five  miles  of  the  forts,  where  he  saw  and  chased  up  two  vteamA 
above  the  forts,  where  four  more  steamers  and  six  schooners  were  lying.  Ck 
flag  is  now,  I  hope,  permanently  hoisted  on  Louisiana  soil. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

D.  G.  FARBAGUT, 
Flag  Officer,  Western  ^vJf  Blockading  Sqwidrw 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington. 

On  the  18th  of  March  the  flag-officer  writes  as  follows: 

United  States  Steamer  Colorado, 

Ship  Island,  March  18, 1S6^ 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  state  that,  after  learning  the  state  of  the  bars  at  the  motr 
of  the  Mississippi,  it  has  been  deemed  perfectly  impracticable  to  get  the  Color.o 
over  either  of  them,  and  the  idea  has  therefore  been  abandoned.  *  * 
We  have  had  great  difficulty  in  reducing  the  draught  of  the  steamers  PeTl^.'J^^l 
and  Mississippi  sufficiently  to  get  them  over.  The  latter  will  be  taken  lo  tli 
bar  with  nothing  in  her  but  sufficient  coal  to  accomplish  that  object,  and  «i] 
then  have  to  be  pulled  through  at  least  one  foot  of  mud  by  the  tugs.  Capui 
Poi-ter'a  tug-boats  Clinton  and  Westfield  arrived  to-night,  very  much  to  '.'S 
relief,  as  we  had  feared  for  their  safety.         •  •  •  •  ' 

As  Captain  Porter  has  arrived  with  his  mortar  fleet,  I  shall  push  thing?  f^J 
ward  with  all  possible  despatch.  Two  of  the  large  ships  now  occupy  the  lie» 
of  the  passes,  with  four  gunboats,  and  I  shall  take  the  remaining  three  do«i 
with  me  when  I  leave  this  place,  which  will  be  in  a  day  or  two. 

My  presence  here  has  been  made  necessary  to  attend  to  some  of  the  dcta . 
of  the  squadron.  ,  Preparations  have  been  materially  retarded  in  this  quarter  b; 
the  continuance  of  heavy  winds  ever  since  this  month  set  in ;  but  be  o^^Qivi 
that  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  expedite  our  work. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT. 
Flag-Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

On  the  28th  of  March  Fleet  Captain  H.  H.  Bell  made  a  reoonnoissMicc  o| 
Mississippi  river  from  the  head  of  the  passes  to  the  forts.  The  following  b  hij 
report : 

United  States  Ship  Hartford, 
Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi,  March  28, 1S62. 

Sir  :  I  proceeded  to-day,  in  the  Kennebec,  accompanied  by  the  Wi38aljick<»n' 
to  examine  the  river  and  the  forts  at  the  bend.  The  left  or  east  bank,  all  th** 
way  up,  is  quite  clear  of  trees  and  bushes ;  no  houses  appear  before  the  '^i'r 
works  are  approached,  and  these  are  abandoned  except  by  one  family  W 
right  or  west  bwk  is  better  wooded,  and  quite  thickly,  for  fimr  miles  bdow 
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*ort  JadcsoiL.     A  few  dilapidated  houBes  and  some  cattle  were  observed  also, 
II  both  bankfl»  from  the  Bait-works  up  to  the  forts. 

Xo  steamer  appeared  in  view  until  the  forts  became  visible.  *  Shortly  after 
k«*  Star  nm  out  a  little  distance  below  the  boom,  but  speedily  retreated  above 
:  a;;un,  passing  up  close  to  the  Jackson  ban^.  One  20-pounder  rifle  was  fired 
t  b«T,  but  fell  very  short ;  she  seems  to  carry  no  cotton  now.  I  approached 
k  UtttB  at  extreme  range  of  their  guns,  keeping  on  the  lefl  or  east  bank  of  the 
i^rr.  Four  gtms  from  Jackson  and  two  from  St.  Philip  opened  fire  upon  uh^, 
bnjwtiig  shells  which  exploded  by  poncussion,  very  few  of  them  failing.  The 
wo  pxB»  ^m  St.  Philip  reached  as  far  down  the  river  as  any  from  Jackson. 
rbe  trees  and  bushes  on  the  right  or  west  bank  were  cleared  away  from  Jack- 
ie to  the  extreme  range  of  their  guns  down  the  river. 

■hi  the  bend  below  «iackson  a  point  makes  out,  upon  which  there  is  something 
ikf  a  TQond  fort;  and  I  thought  I  observed  there  tnree  embrasures,  but  no  guns, 
^.tween  this  point  and  Jackson,  apparently  under  the  guns  of  the  exterior 
rork,  is  the  starting-point  of  the  boom  or  obstruction,  consisting  of  a  raft  of  logs 
Hid  eight  hulks  moored  abreast,  from  fifty  to  eighty  yards  apart,  and  extending 
icro««  the  river  to  about  half  a  mile  below  St.  Philip ;  the  raft  lies  between  the 
lank  on  the  Jackson  side  and  the  hulks.  On  shore,  near  the  raft,  are  two 
itructures  which  1  inferred  were  windlasses  for  tautening  the  cable ;  here  the 
iteiunen  pass  through.  I  could  discern  nothing  extending  from  hulk  to  hulk, 
an  anything  like  fire-rafts.  Observed  at  the  forts  two  steamers  with  steam  up, 
tvo  barks,  and  a  schooner.  One  of  the  boom  hulks,  second  from  the  left  bank, 
(<^t,)  had  one  mast  standing ;  the  masts  were  out  of  all  the  othei*s.  The  two 
r«»ru  fired  from  twenty  to  twenty  five  shots  at  us,  well  directed,  some  of  them 
UltQg  within  half  a  cable's  length  of  us.  I  observed  them  about  half  an  hour, 
uid  tlien  turned  down  the  river  without  firing  at  them,  the  range  of  our  guns 
If-lDg  no  better  than  theirs. 

I  am,  respectfully,  H.  H.  BELL, 

Fleet' Captain,  Western  Gnlf  Blockading  Squadron* 

Fkg-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

United  States  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Oq  the  8th  of  April  Flag-Officer  Farragut  informs  the  department  that  the 
Mi»siMippi  and  Pensacola  are  over  the  bar,  and  that  his  preparations  for  tke 
special  work  on  hand  are  nearly  completed.     His  despatch  is  as  follows : 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 
Mississippi  River,  Head  of  Passes,  AprU  8,  1862. 

^IK  *  1  am  happy  to  be  able  to  announce  to  the  department,  at  last,  that  the 
MiMisflippi  and  Pensacola  are  over  the  bar,  and  are  now  preparing  for  their 
«ork  np  the  river.  The  bomb  flotilla  are  moving  up  to  be  in  readiness  to  take 
^\t  positions.  General  1  Sutler  paid  me  a  visit  last  evening  from  Ship  island, 
uid  offered  me  coal  to  facilitate  my  movements,  and  I  now  find  that  our  own 
v^««Ib  are  beginning  to  arrive,  so  that  my  alarms  on  that  account  are  dispelled, 
^lui  w  soon  as  the  vessels  can  coal  and  get  their  stores  and  munitions  of  war 
w  board  we  will  be  ready  to  proceed  up  the  river.  •  •  •  • 

I  We  taken  good  houses  at  Pilot  Town  f|^r4iospital  purposes,  and  installed 
t/*Dporan]y  Surgeon  Wales,  of  the  Colorado,  as  hospital  surgeon,  and  ordered 
A««iet4ni  Surgeon  Burbank,  from  the  Santee,  to  assist  him. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon,  GiOBON  Wbllb9, 

Srcrrlary  ^tke  Navy,  Washington. 
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The  following  instractioius  were  given  bj  the  flug-ofBcer  to  the  eomoDaoitfi 
of  the  vessels  in  the  squadron : 

QENBRAL  ORDBRS. 

YoQ  will  prepare  joxa  ship  for  service  in  the  Mismsippi  river  in  die  followin£ 
manner: 

Send  down  the  top-gallant  masts.  Rig  in  the  fljing  jib-boom,  and  land  ^i 
the  spars  and  rigging,  except  what  are  necessarj  for  the  three  topsails,  f<>rb?<i'i. 
iib,  and  spanker.  Trice  up  to  the  topmast  stays  or  land  the  whiskens  ai.u 
bring  all  the  rigging  into  the  bowsprit,  so  that  there  shall  be  nothing  in  tb 
range  of  the  direct  fire  ahead. 

Make  arrangements,  if  possible,  to  mount  one  or  two  gnns  on  the  poop  <u  •' 
top-gallant  forecastle ;  in  other  words,  be  prepared  to  use  as  many  gnns  &<  pa^ 
Biole  ahead  and  astern,  to  protect  yourself  against  the  enemy's  gunboate  and 
batteries,  bearing  in  mind  that  you  will  always  have  to  ride  head  to  the  curmiu 
and  can  only  avail  yourself  of  the  sheer  of  the  helm  to  point  a  broadside  ^ 
more  than  three  points  forward  of  the  beam. 

Have  a  kedge  in  the  mizzen  chains  (or  any  convenient  place)  on  the  qaart. '. 
with  a  hawser  bent  and  leading  through  in  the  stem  chock,  ready  for  anv  hdit- 
gency ;  also  grapnels  in  the  boats,  ready  to  hook  on  to,  and  to  tow  off,  fire-6bi}i«. 
Trim  your  vessel  a  few  inches  by  the  head,  so  that  if  she  touches  the  Wit:; 
she  will  not  swin^  head  down  the  river.  Put  your  boat  howitzers  in  tht*  toiv- 
maintops,  on  the  boat  carriages,  and  secure  them  for  firing  abeam,  See,  Shouc 
any  injury  occur  to  the  machinery  of  the  ship,  making  it  necesaary  to  (lri;> 
down  the  river,  you  will  back  and  fill  down  under  sail,  or  you  can  drop  t«iq: 
anchor  and  drift  down,  but  in  no  case  attempt  to  turn  the  ship's  head  dov:) 
stream.  You  will  have  a  spare  hawser  ready,  and  when  ordered  to  take  in  to« 
your  next  astern  do  so,  keeping  the  hawser  slack  so  long  as  the  ship  can  oiaiB' 
tain  her  own  position,  having  a  care  not  to  foul  the  propeller. 

No  vessel  must  withdraw  from  battle,  under  any  circumstances,  without  ll? 
consent  of  the  fiag-officer.  You  will  see  that  force  and  othex  pumps  and  cn^io* 
hose  are  in  good  order,  and  men  stationed  by  them,  and  your  men  will  be  drill' ^ 
to  the  extinguishing  of  fire. 

Have  light  Jacob-ladders  made  to  throw  over  the  side  for  tbe  nae  of  tV/ 
carpenters  in  stopping  shot  holes,  who  are  to  be  supplied  with  pieces  of  im^ 
board  lined  with  felt  and  ordinary  nails,  and  see  that  the  ports  are  marked  in 
accordance  with  the  "  ordnance  instructions "  on  the  berth  deck,  to  show  ihe 
locality  of  the  shot  hole. 

Have  many  tubs  of  water  about  the  decks,  both  for  the  purpose  of  e^t-'' 
gnishing  fire  and  for  drinking.  Have  a  heavy  kedge  in  the  port  main-chniHN 
and  a  whip  on  the  main  yard,  ready  to  run  it  up  and  let  fall  on  the  deck  of  a»v 
vessel  you  may  run  alongside  of,  in  order  to  secure  her  for  boarding. 

You  will  be  careful  to  have  lanyards  on  the  lever  of  the  screw  so  as  to  ^v-nn 
the  gun  at  the  proper  elevation,  and  prevent  it  from  ruiming  down  at  w^  ./•'"'  ' 
I  wish  you  to  understand  that  the  day  is  at  hand  when  you  will  be  called  n/x'" 
to.  meet  the  enemy  in  the  worst  form  for  onr  profession.  You  must  be  prf|«w^^ 
to  execute  all  those  duties  to  which  you  have  been  so  long  trained  in  tke  bi^'> 
without  having  the  opportunity  of, practicing.  I  expect  every  vessel'^  erf *»  f' 
be  well  exercised  at  tneir  guns,  because  it  is  required  by  the  regulations  *^^  i^' 
service,  and  it  is  usually  the  first  object  of  our  attention ;  but  tliey  inn^t  V 
equally  well  trained  for  stopping  shot  holes  and  extinguishing  fire*  D^'t  "r- 
cold  shot  will,  no  doubt,  be  freely  dealt  to  us,  and  there  must  lie  stoiit  bci^ 
and  quick  hands  to  extinguish  the  one  and  stop  the  holes  of  the  other* 

I  shall  expect  the  most  prompt  attention  to  signals  and  verbal  ordcfSf  ^^^^'^ 
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on  ntfmit  or  the  captfin  of  Ae  ieet,  who,  it  will  be  understood,  in  all  oases 
sis  by  my  aathority. 

D.  G.  PARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  W&tem  €Mf  Blockading  Squadnm, 


CmmmtmeefketU  and  progrest  ef  the  bombttrdment  of  Fort  Jackson. 

Unitbd  Statbs  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 

Mississippi  River ,  April  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  We  commenced  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Jackson  on  the  16th,  which 
w«»  the  earliest  daj  possible  after  the  arrival  of  coal.  On  the  first  daj  the 
riudel  was  set  on  fire,  and  burnt  until  two  o'clock  the  next  morning.  On  the 
nth  we  made  but  little  apparent  impression  on  the  fort. 

On  the  18th  we  dismounted  one  of  their  heavj  columbiads,  and  otherwise 
ap|)Mred  to  damage  them,  and  drove  the  men  from  the  parapet  guns,  so  that 
tboj  only  appeared  occasionally  when  the  gunboats  took  part  in  the  bombard- 
m'^nt  to  draw  the  fire  from  the  bomb- vessels.  On  the  19th  a  deserter  came  to 
«}  from  the  fort,  and  gave  the  information  that  I  have  stated  above,  and  much 
Mher  lufomiation  in  relation  to  the  armament  of  the  forts  and  their  general 
ciMMiition. 

The  wind  was  blowing  from  the  northwest,  and  chilly,  the  current  running 

▼ith  great  strength,  so  that  the  ships,  when  under  way,  could  scarcely  stem  it, 

90  thst  I  shall  await  a  change  of  wind  and  a  consequent  less  violent  current 

W'fore  I  attack  the  forts,  as  1  find  great  difBculty  in  avoiding  collisions  among 

iImt  vessels.     Two  of  the  gunboats,  Katahdin  and  Sciota,  have  been  seriouslr 

(iuoaged  by  getting  across-hawse  of  the  ships  and  running  into  each  other.    We 

)o«i*  a  great  many  anchors  and  cables,  and  those  articles  are  very  much  wanted 

ui  the  squadron.     The  Hartford  is  almost  the  only  ship  that  has  not  lost  both. 

On  the  first  day's  fire  of  the  enemy  they  put  a  shot  through  one  of  the  mortar 

v<«ie]8  and  killea  one  man,  but  did  not  destroy  her  efficiency.    The  second  day 

(ii«j  sunk  one  with  a  rifle  shot,  but  hurt  no  one  materially.    They  have  sent 

<l<)wii  five  fire-rafts ;  none  produced  any  effect  on  the  fleet  except  the  last,  which 

nnij  caused  the  collision  of  the  Sciota  and  Kineo,  both  of  which  vessels  dragged 

^croM  the  bows  of  the  Mississippi,  and  carried  away  the  mainmast  of  die  first, 

lod  damaged  them  both  very  much  otherwise ;  but  the  raft  was  turned  clear  of 

«11  the  vessels  of  the  fleet,  |;>ut  as  the  wind  and  strong  current  were  peculiarly 

favorahle,  it  gave  us  more  trouble  than  on  any  former  occasion. 

1  ^eat  up  Commander  Bell  last  evening  to  destroy  the  chain  and  raft  across 
^  nvcr,  but  the  current  was  so  strong  that  he  could  accomplish  but  little,  in 
c<<)a>oi)ticnce  of  one  of  his  gunboats  getting  on  shore,  and  she  was  only  saved  by 
F^t  exertion,  as  the  enemy  were  firing  on  them  all  the  time. 

^^MBQiander  Porter,  however,  kept  up  such  a  tremendous  fire  on  them  from 
the  mnrtars  that  the  enemy's  shot  did  the  gunboats  no  injury,  and  the  cable  was 
I  ji^panted  and  their  connexion  broken  sufficiently  to  pass  through  on  the  left 
Wk  lyf  the  river.  The  petard  opemtof  failed  to  fire  his  petards,  owing  to  the 
^^*^og  of  his  wires,  which  prevented  the  full  destruction  of  the  chain  and  the 
^^=^i*>;  but  great  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the  violence  of  the  current,  which 
''icd^dii  anything  we  have  had  to  contend  with  since  our  arrival  in  the  river. 

In  tcmdusion,  I  regret  to  say  that  the  fleet  is  in  want  of  all  the  essentials  to 
cttty  on  our  work — Siells,  fuses,  {15"  and  20",)  serge  and  yam,  to  make  car- 
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tridge-bags,  gnipe  and  cannister  shot — for  all  of  which  I  made  laige  r^niffidoc*, 
and  the  articles  may  be  on  their  way  ont.* 

The  medical  department  is  miserably  supplied  for  the  care  of  the  wonndM. 
General  Butler  has  offered  to  share  with  us,  in  fact,  everything  he  hn»,  which 
will  supply  many  of  our  wants ;  but  justice  to  myself  requires  me  to  say  that  I 
required  all  these  supplies  some  time  before  I  left  Hampton  roadft,  and  othrr- 
immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Key  West  or  Ship  island,  and  I  suppose  accidental 
causes  have  stopped  them  on  their  way  out  here.* 
My  coal  arrived  just  in  time. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-OffictTy  Weitem  Gulf  Blockading  S^tuidroH, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WoMhingUm,  P.  C. 


Attack  on  Forts  Jackson  and  Sl  Phtlip, 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 

At  anchor  off' New  Orleans,  April  25,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  24th  instant*  at 
about  half-past  3  a.  m.,  I  attacked  Fort  St.  Philip  and  Fort  Jackson  with  my 
little  fleet,  while  Commander  Porter  most  gallantly  bombarded  them,  an4. 
besides,  took  them  in  the  flank  with  his  steamers,  aided  by  the  Portsmooih. 
Such  a  fire,  I  imagine,  the  world  has  rarely  seen,  but,  thank  God,  we  got  pa?t 
the  forts  with  a  loss  of  only  twenty-four  killed  and  eighty-six  wounded ;  hut  Af 
I  have  not  heard  what  became  of  the  three  gunboats  Kennebec,  Itasca,  an^i 
Winona,  I  fear  they  were  lost  in  passing,  and  the  Yaruna  was  run  into  by  t^o 
of  the  rebel  steamers,  and  finally  sunk.  I  took  (and  burnt)  eleven  steam  Re- 
heats, and  two  hundred  troops  or  upwards.  I  then  pushed  up  for  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  leaving  two  gunboats  to  aid  General  Butler  in  landing  at  tLf 
quarantine,  and  sent  him  a  communication  by  Commander  Boggs,  requestiog 
him  io  come  up  at  once.  I  came  up  to  within  six  or  seven  miles  of  the  city. 
when  two  forts  opened  on  us,  but  we  silenced  them  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minuter, 
although  it  was  warm  work  while  it  lasted.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  killeil 
and  wounded.  We  only  lost  one  man,  and  none  wounded,  although  Captain 
Bailey,  in  the  Cayuga,  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrison,  and  this  t^bip. 
stood  the  first  brunt  of  the  action,  before  the  other  vessels  could  get  up.  We 
drove  them  from  their  guns,  and  passed  up  to  the  cjty  in  fine  style,  and  I  now 
send  this  notice  of  our  having  taken  possession  of  the  city  at  meridian  or  a  few 
minutes  p.  m. 

But  I  must  say  I  never  witnessed  such  vandalism  in  my  life  as  the  destruction 
of  property;  all  the  shipping,  steamboats,  &c.,  were  set  on  fire  and  consumiHi. 
l^e  new  iron-clad  ram,  just  finished,  but  without  her  machinery,  went  floating 
by  us.  While  I  am  finishing  this  report,  Captain  Bailey  has  been  sent  ti* 
demand  the  surrender  of  the  city  to  me  in  the  name  of  the  tlnited  States. 

I  shall  now  send  down  with  this  letter  Conmiander  Smith,  in  the  Mississippi. 
to  look  after  General  Butler,  and  a  ram,  which  it  appears  we  left  behind  at  Furt 
Jackson,  as  it  might  be  more  than  a  match  for  the  two  gunboats  I  left  behind. 

^  The  ord Dance  and  hospital  stores  were  shipped  on  the  United  States  Bteamer  KeoaiifrCoD, 
iwhlcli  wfts  preveoted  by  bad  weather,  breaking  of  machinery,  and  other  caaaee  fium  rcAwL- 
ing  her  destination  oa  early  as  designed.    She  oiriFed,  however,  in  aeoaon 
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In  conclneion,  I  hope  I  liave  done  all  I  proposed  to  do,  which  wajs,  to  take 
the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  and  I  will  now,  in  conjunction  with  the  army,  General 
Butler,  reduce  the  forts,  and  take  care  of  the  outlet  from  the  west,  and  purpose 
immediately  to  ascend  to  meet  Flag-Officer  Foote. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  has  heen  such  as- to  command  my  highest 
Admiration,  and  shall  hereafter  be  a  subject  of  more  special  commendation. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer i  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wellbs, 

Secretary  rfthe  Navy,  Wiuhington,  D.  C 


AMunmcemeni  of  the  capture  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St,  Philip  and  surrender 

of  New  Orleans, 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  announce  to  you  that  onr  flag  waves  over  both  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  at  New  Orleans  over  the  custom-house.  I  am 
taking  every  means  to  secnre  the  occupation  by  General  Butler  of  all  the  forts 
along  the  coast.  Berwick's  bay  and  Fort  Pike  have  been  abandoned ;  in  fact, 
ibere  is  a  general  stampede,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  follow  it  up.  •  •  •  • 
1  am  bringing  up  the  troops  as  fast  as  possible.  We  have  destroyed  all  the 
AiTts  above  the  city,  four  in  number,  which  are  understood  to  be  all  Uie  impedi- 
ments between  this  and  Memphis. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Western  Qulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
Bod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wcuhington^  D.  C. 


Flag-Officer  Farragufs  detailed  report  of  the  battles  of  the  Mississippi, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  May  6,  1862. 

8iR:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  my  report,  in  detail,  of  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans.  On  the  23d  of  March  I  made  idl  my  arrangements  for  the 
attack  on,  and  passage  of,  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

^Ttrj  vessel  was  as  well  prepared  as  the  ingenuity  of  her  commander  and 
t'fficere  could  suggest,  both  for  the  preservation  of  life  and  of  the  vessel,  and, 
Perhaps,  there  is  not  on  record  such  a  display  of  ingenuity  as  has  been  evinced 
ill  this  little  squadron.  The  first  was  by  the  engineer  of  the  Richmond,  Mr. 
Moorp,  by  suggesting  that  the  sheet  cab]es  be  stopped  up  and  down  on  the  sides 
'n  the  line  of  the  engines,  which  was  immediately  adopted  by  all  the  vessels. 
'Ilirn  each  commander  made  his  own  arrangements  for  stopping  the  shot  from 
jH^ftnting  the  boilers  or  machinery  that  might  come  ^in  forward  or  abaft,  by 
ottDinoeks,  omiI,  bags  of  ashes,  bags  of  sand,  clothes  bags,  and,  in  fact,  every 
'icviee  imaginable.  The  bulwarks  were  lined  with  hammocks  by  some,  by 
'plinter  nettings  made  with  ropes  by  others.     Some  rubbed  their  vessels  over 
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with  mad,  to  make  tlieir  ships  lesB  viflible,  and  some  vlutewasLed  their  ded« 
to  make  things  more  visible  hj  night  during  the  fight,  all  of  which  yon  «ili 
find  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  the  commanders.  In  the  afternoon  I  viriuti 
each  ship,  in  order  to  kiiow  positively  that  each  commander  onderstooJ  luv 
orders  for  the  attack,  ^d  to  see  that  all  was  in  readiness.  I  had  looked  t 
their  efficiency  before.  Every  one  appeared  to  understand  their  orders  wtlL 
and  looked  forward  to  the  conflict  witli  firmness,  but  with  anxiety,  as  it  wan  w 
be  in  the  night,  or  at  2  o'clock  a.  m. 

I  had  previouslv  sent  Captain  Bell,  with  the  petard  man,  with  laeatcoAD; 
Conmianding  Crosby,  in  the  Pinola,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Caldwell,  i j 
the  Itasca,  to  break  the  chain  which  crossed  the  river,  and  was  supported  bv 
eight  hulks,  which  were  strongly  moored.  This  duty  was  not  thoroughly  per- 
formed, in  consequence  of  the  failure  to  ignite  the  petards  with  the  galvanic 
battery,  and  the  great  strength  of  the  current.  Still  it  was  a  suoceas,  and,  aii<irf 
the  circumstances,  a  highly  meritorious  one. 

The  vessel  boarded  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Caldwell  appears  to  lis v' 
had  her  chains  so  secured  that  they  could  be  cast  loose,  which  was  done  by 
that  officer,  and  thereby  making  an  opening  sufficiently  large  for  the  ship?  i  ■ 
pass  through.     It  was  all  done  under  a  heavy  fire  and  at  a  great  haaard  to  ty 
vessel,  for  the  particulars  of  which  I  refer  you  to  Captain  Bell's  report,  (market 
A.)     Upon  the  night  preceding  the  attack,  however,  I  despatched  IJeuuiiiid 
Commanding  Caldwell  to  make  an  examination,  and  to  see  that  the  passage  ^••i' 
still  clear,  and  to  make  me  a  signal  to  that  effect,  which  he  did  at  an  eail? 
hour.    The  enemy  commenced  sending  down  fire-rafts  and  lighting  their  ^ 
OB  the  shore  opposite  the  chain  about  the  same  time,  which  drew  their  fire  co 
lieutenant  Commanding  Caldwell,  but  without  injury.     At  about  five  tmntei 
of  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  April  24,  signal  was  made  to  get  under  way,  (two  onii 
nary  red  lights,  so  as  not  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy,)  but  owing  Ui 
the  great  difficulty  in  purchasing  their  anchors,  the  Pensacola  and  some  of  tip 
other  vessels  were  not  under  way  until  half-past  three.     We  then  advancisi  in 
two  columns.  Captain  Bailey  leading  the  right  in  the  ^nboat  Cayuga,  Lieuteo«n( 
Commanding  Harrison,  he  having  been  assigned  to  the  first  division  of  gunboats 
which  was  to  attack  Fort  St.  Philip,  in  conjunction  with  the  second  £vi»io»  fj 
ships,  and  the  Ilartford,  the  left;  Fleet-Captain  Bell  leading  the  second  divi- 
sion of  gunboats  in  the  Sciota;  Lieutenant  Commanding  Donaldson  to  al(^iet 
the  first  division  of  ships  to  attack  Fort  Jackson,  as  will  be  shown  by  t^*' 
general  order  and  diagram  sent  herewith.     The  enemy's  lights,  while  they  dis- 
covered us  to  them,  were,  at  the  same  time,  guides  to  us.    We  soon  pasi^  the 
barrier  chains,  the  right  column  taking  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  the  left  Fort  Jack- 
son.    The  fire  became  general,  the  smoke  dense,  and  we  had  nothing  to  aim  •^ 
but  the  flash  of  their  guns ;  it  was  very  difficult  to  distinguish  friends  from  fe- 
Captain  Porter  had,  by  arrangement,  moved  up  to  a  certain  point  on  tbe  F^irt 
Jackson  side  with  his  gunboats,  and  I  had  assigned  the  same  post  to  Capuifl 
Swartwout,  in  the  Portsmouth,  to  engage  the  water  batteries  to  the  soatb^aid 
and  eastward  of  Fort  Jackson,  while  his  mortar  vessels  poured  a  terrific  fire  «*t 
shells  into  it.    I  discovered  a  fire^raft  coming  down  upon  us,  and  in  attempting 
to  avoid  it  ran  the  ship  on  shore,  and  the  ram  Manassas,  which  I  had  not  dct  n. 
lay  on  the  opposite  of  it,  and  pushed  it  down  upon  us.    Oor  ship  waa  sooa  ou 
fire  half-way  up  to  her  tops,  but  we  backed  off,  and  throngli  the  good  orgafiisi' 
tion  of  our  fire  department,  and  the  .great  exertions  of  Captain  Wsin^^'^ 
and  his  first  lieutenant,  officers,  and  crew,  the  fire  was  extinguiishe^l*    1^^'"^ 
meantime  our  battery  was  never  silent,  but  poured  in  its  mlssUes  of  death  iu^' 
Fort  St.  Philip,  opposite  to  which  he  had  got  by  this  time,  and  it  wu  ailt^^^' 
with  the  exception  of  a  gun  now  and  then.     By  this  time  the  encanj't  ^' 
boats,  some  thurteen  in  number,  besides  two  iron-elad  rams,  the  lAum^  ^ 
Louisiana,  had  become  more  visible.    We  took. them  in  hand,  and,  in  tho  co»^ 
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f  a  diOTt  time,  destroyed  eleven  of  them.  We  were  now  fiittly  past  the  forts 
md  tLe  victory  was  ours,  but  still  here  and  there  a  gunboat  making  resistance. 
r^o  of  them  had  attacked  the  Varuna,  which  vessel,  by  her  greater  speed,  was 
such  in  advance  of  us;  they  ran  into  her  and  caused  her  to  sink,  but  not  before 
^Ik-  hud  deetroyed  her  adversaries,  and  their  wrecks  now  lie  side  by  side,  a 
Montunent  to  the  gallantry  of  Captain  Boggs,  his  officers,  and  crew.  It  was  a 
nzfd  oi  guerilla;  they  were  fighting  in  all  directions.  Captains  Bailey  and  Bell, 
tho  were  in  command  of  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  gunboats,  were  as 
wtire  in  rendering  assistance  in  every  direction  as  lay  in  their  power.  Just  as 
the  scene  appeared  to  be  closing,  the  ram  Manassas  was  seen  coming  up  under 
foil  ffpeed  to  attack  us.  I  directed  Captain  Smith,  in  the  Mississippi,  to  turn 
tiad  run  her  down;  the  order  was  instantly  obeyed,  by  the  Mississippi  turning 
M)d  ^ng  at  her  at  full  speed.  Just  as  we  expected  to  see  the  ram  annihilated, 
whtrn  within  fifty  yards  of  each  other,  she  put  her  helm  hard  aport,  dodged  the 
Mi$»iwippi,  and  ran  ashore.  The  Mississippi  poured  two  broadsides  into  her, 
Hud  «ent  her  drifting  down  the  river  a  total  wreck.  Thus  closed  our  morning's 
lijrht. 

llif  department  will  perceive  that  after  the  organization  and  arrangements 
bad  been  made,  and  we  had  fairly  entered  into  the  nght,  the  density  of  the  smoke 
tnim  gnnfl  and  fire-rafts,  the  scenes  passing  on  board  our  own  ship  and  around 
ia«  (f^^r  it  was  as  if  the  artillery  of  heaven  were  playing  upon  the  earth,)  that  it 
«w  impossible  for  the  flag-officer  to  see  how  eacn  vessel  wks  conducting  itself, 
swl  can  only  judge  by  the  final  results  and  their  special  reports,  which  are  here- 
vitl)  enclosed;  but  I  feel  that  I  can  say  with  truth  that  it  has  rarely  been  the 
l»t  (/  a  commander  to  be  supported  by  officeiis  of  more  indomitable  courage  or 
b^ber  professional  merit.    « 

Captain  Bailey,  who  had  preceded  me  up  to  the  quarantine  station,  had  cap- 
tonnl  the  Chalmette  regiment.  Colonel  Szymanski ;  and  not  knowing  what  to  do 
*itli  them,  as  every  moment  was  a  great  loss  to  me,  I  paroled  both  officers  and 
nxn,  and  took  away  all  their  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  public  property,  and 
orrifffd  them  to  remain  where  they  were  until  the  next  day.  I  sent  some  of  the 
jnii boats  to  precede  me  up  the  river,  to  cut  the  telegraph  wires  in  different 

It  now  became  me  to  look  around  for  my  little  fleet,  and  to  my  regret  I  found 
tH«t  three  were  missing — ^the  Itasca,  Winona,  and  Kennebec.  Various  were 
thf  specnlations  as  to  their  fate,  whether  they  had  been  sunk  on  the  passage  or 
W  put  back.  I  therefore  determined  immediately  to  send  Captain  Boggs, 
vbose  vessel  was  now  sunk,  through  the  Quarantine  bayoUj  around  to  Com- 
JMader  Porter,  telling  him  of  our  safe  arrival,  and  to  demand  the  surrender  of 
^«*  forts,  and  to  endeavor  to  get  some  tidings  of  the  missing  vessels.  I  also  sent 
•  <l«»patch  by  him  to  Greneral  Butler,  informing  him  that  the  way  was  clear  for 
fehft  to  land  his  forces  through  the  Quarantine  bayou,  in  accordance  with  pre- 
tififtji  arrangements,  and  that  I  should  leave  gunboats  there  to  protect  him  against 
«bf  enemy,  who  I  now  perceived  had  three  or  four  gunboats  left  at  the  forts — 
tW  [»ui8iana,  an  iron-clad  battery  of  16  guns ;  the  McCrea,  very  similar  in  ap- 
p'^^vance  to  one  of  our  gunboats,  and  armed  very  much  in  the  same  way ;  the 
"^hc^t  and  a  river  steamer  transport. 

^'^  then  proceeded  up  to  New  Orieans,  leaving  the  Wissahicon  and  Kineo 
^^  I'tntect  the  landing  of  the  general's  troops.  Owing  to  the  slowness  of  some 
"t  th*  vesjficlB,  and  our  want  of  knowledge  of  the  river,  we  did  not  reach  the 
fca?feh  Tarn  until  about  10.30  a.  m.  on  the  25th ;  but  all  the  morning  I  had 
^  abundant  evidence  of  the  panic  which  had  seized  the  people  in  New  Orleans. 
<*tjttnn-loaded  ships  on  fire  came  floating  down ,  and  working  implements  of 
•"rny  tnd,  such  as  are  used  in  ship-yards.  The  destruction  of  property  was 
a^l  We  soon  descried  the  new  earthwork  forts  on  the  old  lines  on  both 
**""^   We  now  formed  and  advanced  in  the  same  order,  two  lines,  each  line 
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taking  its  respective  work.  Captain  Bailey  was  fltill  far  in  advanee,  not  kaviit; 
noticed  my  signal  for  close  order,  wkich  wa^  to  enable  the  slow  rcssele  to  crm* 
np.  They  opened  on  him  a  galling  fire,  which  caused  na  to  mn  np  to  V:- 
rescue ;  this  gave  them  the  advantage  of  a  raking  fire  on  ub  for  upward?  uf  i 
mile  with  some  twenty  guns,  while  we  had  but  two  9-inch  gona  on  our  fon'ca^tl. 
to  reply  to  them.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  we  were  enabW  to  kar 
away  and  give  the  forts  a  broadside  of  shells,  shrapnell,  and  gnape,  the  lVn«j- 
cola  at  the  same  time  passing  up  and  giving  a  tremendous  broadside  of  the  saidp 
kind  to  the  starboard  fort;  and  by  the  time  we  could  reload,  the  Bnxiklni. 
Captain  Craven,  passed  handsomely  between  us  and  the  battery  and  delivtn-: 
her  broadside,  and  shut  us  out.  By  this  time  the  other  vessels  had  gotti^n  Mji 
and  ranged  in  one  after  another,  delivering  their  broadsides  in  spiteful  rev><n::< 
for  their  ill-treament  of  the  little  Cayuga.  The  forts  were  silenced,  and  th>^ 
who  could  run  were  running  in  every  direction.  Vfe  now  passed  up  to  the  rirv 
and  anchored  immediately  in  front  of  it,  and  I  sent  Captain  Bailey  on  sh^iv  '•• 
demand  the  surrender  of  it  from  the  authorities,  to  which  the  mayor  replied  th  f 
the  city  was  under  martial  law,  and  that  he  had  no  authority.  Greneral  Lovt  \\ 
who  was  present,  stated  that  he  should  deliver  up  nothing,  but  in  order  to  fi"; 
the  city  from  embarrassment  he  would  restore  the  city  authorities,  and  n'tin 
with  his  troops,  which  he  did.  The  correspondence  with  the  city  authoriti  • 
and  myself  is  herewith  annexed.  I  then  seized  aU  the  steamboats  and  .<tii 
them  down  to  quarantine  for  Grcneral  Butler's  forces.  Among  the  numlwr «*i 
these  boats  is  the  famous  Tennessee,  which  our  blockaders  have  been  so  loic 
watching,  but  which,  you  will  perceive,  never  got  out. 

The  levee  of  New  Orleans  waa  one  scene  of  desolation.  Ships,  ateamers.  a*'- 
ton,  coal,  &c.,  were  all  in  one  common  blaze,  and  ouf  ingenuity  was  much  Uiit'd 
to  avoid  the  floating  conflagration. 

I  neglected  to  mention  my  having  good  information  respecting  the  ironH-l'^' 
rams  which  they  were  building.  I  sent  Captain  Lee  up  to  seize  the  pnDc'.|ul 
one,  the  Missiasippi,  which  was  to  be  the  terror  of  these  seas,  and  no  donM 
would  have  been  to  a  great  extent;  but  she  soon  came  floating  by  us  all  'i 
flames,  and  passed  down  the  river.  Another  was  sunk  immediately  in  front  ••! 
the  custom-house ;  others  were  building  in  Algiers,  just  begun. 

I  next  went  above  the  city  eight  miles,  to  Carrolton,  where  I  learned  xhv^ 
were  two  other  forts,  but  the  panic  had  gone  before  me.  I  found  the  g«n» 
spiked,  and  the  gun-carriages  in  flames.  The  first  work,  on  the  right,  rvach'' 
from  the  Mississippi  nearly  over  to  Pontchartrain,  and  has  29  guns ;  the  »""i<*  *^^ 
the  left  had  six  guns,  from  which  Commander  Lee  took  some  fifly  barrel?'  « i* 
powder,  and  completed  the  destruction  of  the  gun-carriages,  &c.  A  mile  higbcr 
up  there  were  two  other  earthworks,  but  not  yet  armed. 

We  discovered  here,  fastened  to  the  right  oank  of  the  river,  one  of  tlie  W"-' 
herculean  labors  I  have  ever  seen — a  raft  and  chain  to  extend  across  the  riv*  r 
to  prevent  Foote's  gunboats  from  descending.  It  is  formed  by  placing  tbn* 
immense  logs  of  not  less  than  three  or  four  feet  in  diameter  and  some  tliirty  f*  ■  • 
long ;  to  the  centre  one  or  two  inch  chain  is  attached,  running  lengthwise  th- 
raft,  and  the  three  logs  and  chain  are  then  frapped  together  by  chains  from  om- 
half  to  one  inch,  three  or  four  layers,  and  there  are  96  of  these  lengths  toit- 
posing  the  raft;^  it  is  at  least  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  Captain  Bailey  arrived  from  below,  with  tbe  griiti- 
fying  intelligence  that  the  forts  had  surrendered  to  Commander  Porter.  anJ  li'^'^ 
aelivered  up  all  public  property,  and  were  being  paroled,  and  that  the  nary  Iu«l 
been  made  to  surrender  unconaitionally,  as  they  had  conducted  tliem:«el>>*  wi'l 
bad  faith,  burning  and  sinking  their  vessels  while  a  flag  of  truce  wa*  flying,  i-  - 
the  forts  negotiating  for  their  surrender,  and  the  Louisiana,  their  great  in^-«l"J 
battery,  blown  up  almoiit  alongside  of  the  vessel  where  they  wen:  negoiiulu  c : 
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ire  tbeir  officers  were  not  paroled,  but  sent  home  to  be  treated  according  to 

I  jadgroent  of  the  government. 

S^neral  Butler  came  up  the  same  d&j,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 

D^ng  op  his  troops. 

[  ^nt  on  shore  and  hoisted  the  American  flag  on  the  cnstom-honse,  and 

ili'd  down  the  Louisiana  State  flag  from  the  city  hall,  as  the  major  had 

)wt>(l  that  there  was  no  man  in  New  Orleans  who  dared  to  haul  it  down ;  and 

'  oun  convictions  are  that  if  such  an  individual  could  have  been  found  he 

iild  have  been  assassinated. 

riiiw,  nir,  I  have  endeavored  to  give  you  an  account  of  my  attack  upon  New 

lians  from  our  flrst  movement  to  the  surrender  of  the  city  to  General  Butler, 

loee  troops  are  now  in  fall  occupation,  protected,  however,  by  the  Pensacola, 

Tti^moath,  and  one  gunboat,  while  I  have  sent  a  force  of  seven-  vessels,  under 

Eitnand  of  Captain  Craven,  up  the  river,  to  keep  up  the  panic  as  far  as  possible. 

It*  large  ships,  I  fear,  will  not  be  able  to  go  higher  than  Baton  Bouge,  while 

UTf  sent  the  smaller  vessels,  under  Commander  Lee,  as  high  as  Vicksburg, 

the  rear  of  Jackson,  to  cut  off  their  supplies  from  the  west. 

1  trust,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  found  by  the  government  that  I  have  carried 

I  my  instructions  to  the  letter  and  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  so  far  as  this 

T  \&  concerned,  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer t  Western  Gu/f  Blockading  Squadron. 
Don.  GroBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


tneral  Order.]  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mississippi  River,  April  20,  1860. 

Tlie  fiag-officer,  having  heard  all  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  different  com- 
wwli'w,  is  of  the  opinion  that  whatever  is  to  be  done  will  have  to  be  done 
})rkl)%  or  we  will  be  again  reduced  to  a  blockading  squadron,  without  the 
<af«<«  of  carrying  on  the  bombardment,  as  we  have  nearly  expended  all  the 
i*;lL<)  and  fuzes  and  material  for  making  cartridges.  He  has  always  enter- 
j'icd  the  same  opinions  which  are  expressed  by  Conmiander  Porter,  that  is, 
ierr  ajf  three  modes  of  attack,  and  the  question  is  which  is  the  one  to  be 
loptiiil  His  own  opinion  is,  that  a  combination  of  two  should  be  made,  viz: 
>*•  forttf  fthould  be  run,  and  when  a  force  is  once  above  the  forts,  to  protect  the 
*"'?!*,  they  should  be  landed  at  quarantine  from  the  Gulf  side  by  bringing  them 
ifmgh  the  bayou,  and  then  our  forces  should  move  up  the  river,  mutually 
(Wiiv  each  other  as  it  can  be  done  to  advantage. 

Wiicn,  in  the  opinion  of  the  flag-officer,  the  propitious  time  has  arrived,  the 
jnial  will  be  made  to  weigh  and  advance  to  the  conflict.  If^  in  his  opinion,  at 
>•■  time  of  arriving  at  the  respective  positions  of  the  different  divisions  of  the 
^t  we  have  the  advantage,  he  will  make  the  signal  for  close  action,  No.  8, 
'••I  M\^  the  result — conquer  or  to  be  conquered,  drop  anchor  or  keep  under 
^\^  s«  b  bis  opinion  is  best. 

I  »!*«•  the  signal  above  mentioned  is  made,  it  will  be  understood  that  the 
T^*  "Tti«:T  of  sailing  will  be  formed  after  leaving  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  we  will 
"^♦•^^td  up  the  river  in  accordance  with  the  original  opinion  expressed. 
^  Hie  ptx^gnunme  of  the  order  of  sailing  accompanies  this  general  order,  and 
a^  commanders  will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  the  service  as  indicated. 
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Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  eervant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  S^uadi 


Correspondence  relating  to  ike  surrender  of  New  Orleams. 

No.1. 

Unitkd  States  Flag-Ship  Habtfosd, 
At  anchor  off  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  26,  1962. 

Sir  :  Upon  my  arrival  before  your  city  I  bad  the  bonor  to  send  to  your  bon<.: 
Captain  Bailey,  United  States  navy,  second  in  command  of  tbe  expedition,  co 
demand  of  you  tbe  surrender  of  New  Orleans  to  me,  as  tbe  representative  of  tb^^ 
government  of  tbe  United  States.     Captain  Bailey  reported  to  me  tbe  result  >  { 
an  interview  witb  yourself  and  tbe  military  autborities.     It  most  occur  to  yon; 
bonor  tbat  it  is  not  witbin  tbe  province  of  a  naval  officer  to  assume  tbe  doti* » 
of  a  military  commandant.     I  came  bere  to  reduce  New  Orleans  to  obedience  t^ 
tbe  laws  of,  and  to  vindicate  tbe  offended  majesty  of  tbe  government  of,  tl« 
United  States.    Tbe  rigbts  of  persons  and  property  sball  be  secure.     I  tb^^ 
fore  demand  of  you,  as  its  representative,  tbe  unqualified  surrender  of  tbe  city 
and  tbat  tbe  emblem  of  sovereignty  of  tbe  United  States  be  hoisted  over  th*^ 
city  ball,  mint,  and  custom-bouse  by  meridian  tbis  day,  and  tbat  all  f^^^.  An<i 
otber  emblems  of  sovereignty  otber  tban  tbose  of  tbe  United  States  sball  ^•^ 
removed  from  all  tbe  public  buildings  by  tbat  bour,     I  particularly  requc«t  tL  f 
you  sball  exercise  your  authority  to  quell  disturbances,  restore  order,  and  caH 
upon  all  tbe  good  people  of  New  Orleans  to  return  at  once  to  their  vocation.- . 
and  I  particularly  demand  tbat  no  person  sball  be  molested  in  person  or  prop- 
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for  froikmng  sentiments  of  loyalty  to  tlicir  goremmoat.    I  shall  speedily 
M^rerely  puniah  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  eommit  such  outrages  as 
i  witneased  yesterday,  armed  men  firing  upon  helpless  women  and  children 
pnng  expression  to  their  pleasnre  at  witnessing  the  old  flag. 
I  am,  ▼erjr  respectfoUy.  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag'Oficer,  Western  Gulf  Squadrw. 
lis  Excellency  die  Mayor  of  the  Cky  of  New  Orleam. 


No.  2. 

Unitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  of  the  City  ^  New  Orlemns,  April  26,  1869. 

four  honor  will  please  give  directions  that  no  flag  hut  that  of  the  United 
tea  will  be  permitted  to  fly  in  the  presence  of  this  fleet  so  long  as  it  has  the 
rer  to  prev^ent  it ;  and  as  all  displays  of  that  kind  may  he  the  cause  of  hlood- 
j.  I  hare  to  reanest  that  yon  will  give  this  communication  as  general  a 
;ulation  as  possihle.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  WeHem  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Sb  Honor  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans. 


No.  3. 

QcnJ  Order.]  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  26,  1862. 

F'leven  o'clock  this  morning  is  the  hour  appointed  for  all  the  officers  and 
^wd  of  the  fleet  to  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  his  great  goodness  and 
TDT  in  permitting  us  to  pas9  through  the  events  of  the  last  two  days  with  so 
lie  loss  of  life  and  blood. 

S\  that  hour  the  church  pennant  will  be  hoisted  on  eveiy  vessel  of  the  fleet, 
il  ibeir  crews  assembled  will,  in  humiliation  and  prayer,  make  their  acknowl- 
:^enta  therefor  to  the  Great  Dispenser  of  all  human  events. 

D.  G.  FAERAGUT, 
Flag- Officer,  Western  CrulfBlockading  Squadron. 


Mayoralty  of  New  Orleans, 

City  Hall,  April  26,  1862. 

S*iR:  In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  which  he  thought  proper  to  take,  out  of 
c^rd  for  tne  lives  of  the  women  and  children  who  still  crowd  this  great  me- 
upoHd,  General  Lovell  has  evacuated  it  with  his  troops,  and  restored  hack  to 
*  the  administration  of  its  government  and  the  custody  of  its  honor. 
1  Itave*  la  eoneert  with  the  city  fathers,  considered  the  demand  you  made  of 
If  an  yesterday  of  an  unconditional  surrender  of  the  city,  coupled  with  a  requi- 
ton  to  hot«i  up  the  flag  of  the  United  States  on  the  public  eaiflces,  and  to  haid 
^«^  chat  which  still  floated  to  the  breeze  fr<»n  the  dome  of  this  hall;  and  it 
^'.mca  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you  the  answer  which  the  universal  sentiment 
r  ny  ciMiftlituency,  no  less  than  the  promptings  of  my  own  heart>  dictate  to 
a  ua  this  sad  and  solemn  occasion. 
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The  citj  is  without  means  of  defence,  and  utterly  destitute  of  the  fore* 
material  that  might  enable  it  to  resist  the  overpowering  armameni  du^pLy'- 
sight  of  it 

I  am  no  militarj  man,  and  possess  no  authority  beyond  that  of  execatin;: 
municipal  laws  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  It  would  be  preenmptuom' :  j 
to  attempt  to  lead  an  army  to  the  field,  if  I  had  one  at  my  command. ;' 
know  stul  less  how  to  surrender  an  undefended  place,  held  as  thi»  L^  i: 
mercy  of  your  gunners  and  mouths  of  your  mortars.  To  surrender  such  ^ : 
were  an  idle  and  unmeaning  ceremony.  The  city  is  yours  by  the  power  of  i- 
force,  and  not  by  any  choice  or  consent  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  for  yon  t^- 
termine  what  shall  be  the  fate  that  awaits  her. 

As  to  the  hoisting  of  any  flag  than  the  flag  of  our  own  adoption  and 
giance,  let  me  say  to  you,  sir,  that  the  man  lives  not  in  our  midat  whose  ''i.i 
and  heart  would  not  be  palsied  at  the  mere  thought  of  such  an  act,  nor  cvi 
find  in  my  entire  constituency  so  wretched  and  desperate  a  renegade  u  ^ 
dare  to  profane  with  his  hand  the  sacred  emblem  of  our  aspirationa. 

Sir,  you  have  manifested  sentiments  which  would  become  one  eogagnl 
better  cause  than  that  to  which  you  have  devoted  your  sword.     I  doubt  a  ' 
that  they  spring  from  a  noble  though  deluded  nature,  and  I  know  how  t4>  ..j) 
ciate  the«emotions  which  inspire  them.    You  will  have  a  gallant  people  toui:. 
ister  during.your  occupation  of  this  city;  a  people  sensitive  of  all  that  cui  i 
least  affect  its  dignity  and  self-respect.     Pray,  sir,  do  not  allow  them  to  Ir 
suited  by  the  interference  of  such  as  have  rendered  themselves  odious  aid  • 
temptible  by  the  dastardly  desertion  of  the  mighty  struggle  in  which  «(. 
engaged,  nor  of  such  as  might  remind  them  too  painMly  diat  they  are  tb"*  < 
quered  and  you  the  conquerors.    Peace  and  order  may  be  preserved  with- 
resort  to  measures  which  could  not  fail  to  wound  their  susceptibilities  u-^  • 
up  their  passions. 

The  obligations  which  I  shall  assume  in  their  name  shall  be  religiou^Iv  c" 
plied  with.  You  may  trust  their  honor,  though  you  might  not  count  on  tl- 
submission  to  unmerited  wrong. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  you  to  understand  that  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  ^^ 
unable  at  this  moment  to  prevent  you  from  occupying  this  city,  do  not  ln,i-* 
their  allegiance  from  the  government  of  their  choice  to  one  which  tlicj  Kv 
deliberately  repudiated,  and  that  they  yield  simply  that  obedience  whicl  : 
conqueror  is  enabled  to  extort  from  the  conquered. 

Since  writing  the  above,  which  is  an  answer  to  your  verbal  commnniciiti' '' 
yesterday,  I  have  received  a  written  communication,  to  which  I  shall  reply  Ik  : ' 
12  o'clock  m.,  if  possible  to  prepare  an  answer  in  that  time. 
Bespectfully, 

JOHN  T.  MONEOE,  JTflyt' 

riag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 


Honorable  Common  Council: 


City  Hall,  Apnl  25,  \^' 


Gentlemen  :  At  half-past  one  o'clock  p.  m.  to-day  I  was  waited  on 
Captain  Bailey,  second  in  command  of  the  federal  fleet  now  lying  in  fr"'- ' 
the  city,  bearing  a  demand- from  Flag-Officer  Farragut  for  the  uncontlM"" 
surrender  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  hoisting  of  the  United  StaU*  Hji 
the  custom-house,  post  office,  and  mint.     He  also  demanded  that  the  L(>ui>  i- 
flag  should  be  hauled  down  from  the  city  hall.     I  replied  that  Geneial  L*^^ 
was  in  command  here,  and  that  I  was  without  authority  to  act  in  mil^i^; 
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« 

<  r9.  General  Lovell  was  thea  sent  for,  and  to  him,  after  stating  that  his 
ion  was  to  the  mayor  and  connci},  Captain  Bailey  addressed  his  demands, 
♦'noral  Jjovell  refttsed  to  surrender  the  city  or  his  forces,  or  any  portion  of 
!),  hnt  accompanied  his  refusal  with  the  statement  that  he  shotdd  evacuate 
(Tity,  withdraw  his  troops,  and  then  leave  the  civil  authorities  to  act  as  they 
III  deem  proper. 

'  If  proper  here  to  state  that,  in  reply  to  the  demand  to  haul 'down  the  flag 
1  the  dlty  hall,  I  returned  an  unqualified  refusal. 

am  now  in  momentary  expectation  of  receiving  a  second  peremptory  demand 
tlif*  surrender  of  the  city.  I  solicit  your  advice  in  the  emci^ncy.  My 
I  •>|nnion  Is,  that,  as  a  civil  magistrate,  possessed  of  no  military  power,  I  am 
ktnpetcnt  to  perform  a  military  act  such  as  the  surrender  of  the  city  to  a 
ii]p  force;  that  it  would  he  proper  to  say,  in  reply  to  a  demand  of  that 
racter,  that  we  are  without  military  protection ;  that  the  troops  have  with- 
ivu  from  the  city;  that  we  are  consequently  incapahle  of  making  any  resist- 
^  and  therefore  we  can  offer  no  ohstruction  to  the  occupation  of  the  place 
ti)«*  eaom  J ;  that  the  custom-house,  post  office,  and  mint  are  the  property  of 
i-4mfederate  government,  and  that  we  have  no  control  over  them ;  and  that 
oeLA  involving  a  transfer  of  authority  he  performed  hy  the  invading  forces 
Biselves;  that  we  yield  to  physical  force  alone,  and  that  we  maintain  our 
•^ance  to  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States.  Beyond  this  a  due 
fk-vt  for  oar  dignity,  our  rights,  and  the  flag  of  our  country  does  not,  I  think, 
mit  us  to  go. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Mayor. 

Hip  above  message,  which  want  of  time  prevented  me  from  having  copied,  I 
:\f>9V  for  information. 
Bespectfally, 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Mayor, 
Per  MARION  N.  BAKER,  Secretary. 


Mayoralty  of  Nbw  Orleans, 

City  HaU,  April  26,  1862. 


Oomman  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Orlean^-^No.  6002. 

The  common  council  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  having  been  advised  by  the 
iliury  authorities  that  the  city  is  indefensible,  declare  that  no  resistance  will 
nthd^  to  the  forces  of  the  United  States. 

Itrtolctdf  That  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  message  of  his  honor  the 
uyor  to  the  common  council  axe  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  sentiments 
ibt-rtained  by  these  councils  and  by  the  entire  population  of  this  metropolis,  and 
ukt  the  mayor  be  respectMly  requested  to  act  in  the  spirit  manifested  by  the 

S.  P.  DE  LABARRE, 
Pretident  pro  tern,  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

J.  MAGIONI, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen. 

Approved  AprS  26,  1862. 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Mayor. 

A  true  cony. 

'^  MARION  N.  BAKER, 

Secretary  to  Mayor. 
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Unitbd  States  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 
Ai  anchor  off  the  City  of  New  Orleans^  April  28,  l^iu 

Sir:  Yonr  commnnicadon  of  the  26th  instaat  has  been  reoerved,  tas- 1 
with  that  of  the  city  conncila. 

I  deeply  rcCTet  to  see,  both  by  their  contents  and  the  co&tmMod  di^pli^ 
the  flag  of  Louisiana  on  the  eourt«hou8e,  a  determination  on  the  part  of  th^  - 
authorities  not  to  haul  it  down.    Moreover,  when  my  offioeis  aad  men^rerp  *- 
on  shore  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  and  to  hoist  the  United  Staurr 
on  the  custom-house,  with  the  strictest  orders  not  to  use  their  arms  unlee^  as-^.i 
they  were  insulted  in  the  grossest  manner,  and  the  flag  which  had  been  hf»^ 
by  my  orders  on  the  mint  was  pulled  down  and  dragged  through  the  ?m 
All  of  which  go  to  show  that  the  fire  of  this  fleet  may  be  drawn  upon  the  cir\ 
any  moment,  and  in  such  an  erent  the  levee  would,  in  all  probabUity,  be  cu* 
the  shells,. and  an  amount  of  distress  ensue  to  the  innocent  populatim]  wM : 
have  heretofore  endeavored  to  assure  you  that  I  desired  by  all  means  to  ait- 
The  election  is  therefore  with  you;  but  it  becomes  my  duty  to  notify  t«>^ 
remove  the  women  and  children  from  the  city  within  forty-eight  faocnrs,  it'  I  h 
ri^tly  understood  your  determination. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag'()ficer,  Wettem  Gf^f  Bloekading'  Squadrcm 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 

of  the  City  of  New  Orleam* 


Mayoralty  of  New  Orlrans, 

City  HaU,  April  28,  lUt 

To  the  Common  Comtcil: 

Gentlemen  :  I  lierewith  transmit  to  you  a  communication  &x>m  Flag-0£F< 
Farragut,  commanding  the  United  States  fleet  now  lying  in  front  of  the  city, 
have  informed  the  officer  bearing  the  communication  that  I  would  lay  it  bv-i 
you,  and  return  such  answer  as  the  city  authorities  might  think  proper  u> 
made. 

In  the  meantime  permit  me  to  suggest  that  Flag-Officer  Famgat  appear- 
have  misunderstood  the  position  of  tho  city  of  New  Orleans,     fie  had  br- 
distinctly  informed  that  at  this  moment  the  city  has  no  power  te  impede  d 
exercise  of  such  acts  of  forcible  authority  as  the  commander  of  the  Vmi 
States  naval  forces  may  choose  to  exercise,  and  that  therefore  no  resistutv 
would  be  oflered  to  the  occupation  of  the  city  by  the  United  States  forces. 

If  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  remove  the  flag  now  floating  from  this  buiJ<Ii'>d 
or  to  raise  United  States  flags  on  others,  the  power  which  threatened  the  • 
struction  of  our  city  is  certainly  capable  of  perfonning  those  acts.     New  ( >r]' '.«.. 
is  not  now  a  military  post ;  there  is  no  military  commander  within  its  limits , 
is  like  an  unoccupied  fortress,  of  which  an  assailant  may  at  any  momcflt  u 
possession.     But  I  do  not  believe  that  the  constituency  represented  bj  yofi  •> 
by  me  embraces  one  loyal  citizen  who  would  be  willing  to  incur  the  oJiuro 
tearing  down  the  symbol  representing  the  State  authority  to  which  New  ( )rl(  ii 
owes  her  municipal  existence.     I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  distress  whtcb  worn 
be  brought  upon  our  community  by  a  consummation  of  the  inhuman  thrrAf  < 
the  United  States  commander;  but  I  cannot  conceive  that  those  whoso  rpix-Dti 
declared  themselves  to  be  animated  by  a  Christian  spirit,  and  by  a  regard  K'-1 
the  rights  of  private  property,  would  venture  to  incur  for  themselves  and  u 


HEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF    THE  .NAVY.  431 

•mraent  they  represent  tlie  universal  execration  of  the  civilized  world  by 
mpling  to  achieve,  through  a  wanton  destruction  of  life  and  property,  that 
L'b  tbey  can  accomplish  without  bloodshed,  and  without  a  resort  to  those 
tie  meaaiires  which  the  law  of  nations  condemns  and  execrates,  when  em- 
f  i*<l  upon  the  defenceless  women  and  diildren  of  an  unresisting  city. 
]jtenMotfuily» 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Mayor. 


.  Mayoralty  op  New  Orleans, 

City  Hall,  April  28,  1862. 

^iR  :  Tour  ooimnanication  of  this  morning  is  the  first  intimation  I  ever  had 
I  it  was  by  "your  Hrict  orders'*  that  the  United  States  flag  was  attempted 
>e  boisted  upon  certain  of  ourpublic  edifices  by  officers  sent  on  shore  to  com- 
atcate  with  the  authorities.  The  officers  who  approached  me  in  your  name 
?lo94rtl  no  such  orders,  and  intimated  no  such  designs  on  your  part ;  nor  could 
ax*e  for  a  moment  entertained  the  remotest  suspicion  that  they  could  have 
n  inveaied  with  powers  to  enter  on  such  an  errand  while  the  negotiations  for 
nrr«'nder  between  you  and  the  city  authorities  were  still  pending.  The  inter- 
rn4'e  of  any  force  inder  your  command,  as  long  as  these  negotiations  were  not 
'light  to  a  close,  could  not  be  viewed  by  me  otherwise  than  as  a  flagrant  vio- 
Inn  of  those  courtesies,  if  not  of  the  absolute  rights,  which  prevail  between 
U^r^frenta  under  such  circumstances.  My  views  and  my  sentiments  in  refer- 
'*  Ui  Bucji  conduct  remain  unchanged. 

Vou  now  renew  the  demands  made  in  your  former  communication,  and  you 
»x  €$f%  their  being  complied  with,  unconditionally,  under  a  threat  of  bombard- 
iit  within  forty-eight  hours ;  and  you  notify  me  to  remove  the  women  and 
ildix-n  from  the  city;  that  they  may  be  protected  from  your  shells. 
Hir,  you  cannot  but  know  that  there  is  no  possible  exit  from  this  city  for  a 
pulation  which  still  exceeds  in  number  140,000,  and  you  must  therefore  be 
'iri-  of  the  utter  inanity  of  such  a  notification.  Our  women  and  children 
nr./)t  t^eeape  from  your  shells,  if  it  be  your  pleasure  to  murder  them  on  a 
♦**tiim  of  mere  etiquette.  But  if  they  could,  there  are  but  few  among  them 
i«i  would  consent  to  desert  their  families  and  their  homes,  and  the  graves  of 
fir  lelatives  in  so  awful  a  moment.  They  would  bravely  stand  the  sight  of 
mr  thidbi  rolling  over  the  bones  of  those  who  were  once  dear  to  them,  and 
>nld  deem  that  they  died  not  ingloriously  by  the  side  of  the  tombs  erected  by 
>  ir  ptety  to  the  memory  of  departed  relatives. 

)  •'•fi  are  not  satisfied  with  the  peaceable  possession  of  an  undefended  city, 
^poHing  no  resistance  to  your  guns,  because  of  its  bearing  its  doom  with  some- 
iu«:  of  manliness  and  dignity,  and  you  wish  to  humble  and  disgrace  us  by  the 
Tf4irm«nce  of  an.  act  against  which  our  nature  rebels.  This  satisfaction  you 
ii not  expect  to  obtain  at  our  hands. 

We  will  stand  your  bombardment,  unarmed  and  undefended  as  we  are .  The 
^""ijAd  world  will  consign  to  indelible  infamy  the  heart  that  will  conceive  the 
•  <i  and  the  hand  that  will  dare  to  consummate  it. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Mayor. 
Mr.  Pamaodt, 

Fiag-Officer  of  the  United  States  Heet 

in  front  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans, 
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United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartfobo, 
At  anchor  off*  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  28.  I'S'i 

Sir  :  Hereafter,  when  I  desire  to  communicate  with  the  anthoritie^t  1  'i 
hoist  a  square  flag  with  a  diagonal  red  croes,  when,  if  jour  honor  wDl  >- . 
your  secretary,  or  any  other  person,  to  receive  my  communication  ti>  tin-  -• 
opposite  to  the  ship  hearing  that  flag,  a  hoat  will  he  sent  with  an  offictj^  t«'  <J 
liver  the  document 

When  the  city  authorities  desire  to  communicate  with  me,  by  the  me?«>  . 
holding  his  handkerchief  by  two  corners  opposite  the  ship,  a  boat  will  U'  - 
for  him  or  his  communication. 

As  my  duties  may  call  me  away  from  before  the  city  for  a  short  time.  I  - 
quest  that  you  wUl  send  your  reply  to  any  other  vessel  that  may  be  pre9<  Lt 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT. 
Flag- Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sqnadr&i. 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  hew  Orleans. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartpohd, 
At  anchor  off  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  29,  I  Sot 

Sir :  The  forts  St.  Philip  and  Jackson  having  surrendered,  and  all  thf  :•  1 
tary  defences  of  the  city  being  captured  or  abandonod,  you  are  required,  n-  -. 
sole  representative  of  any  supposed  authority  in  the  city,  to  haul  dovni  %. 
suppress  every  ensign  and  symbol  of  government,  whether  State  or  ConfWiHrf 
except  that  of  the  United  States.  I  am  now  about  to  raise  the  flag  i*i  * 
United  States  upon  the  custom-house,  and  you  wiU  see  that  it  is  respected  «  . 
all  the  civil  power  of  the  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ficrvant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadmn 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off'  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  30,  lSiy2 

Gentlemen:  I  informed  you,  in  my  communication  of  the  28th  of  Ay] 
that  your  determination,  as  I  understood  it,  was  not  to  haul  down  the  He  * 
Louisiana  on  the  city  hall,  and  that  my  officers  and  men  were  treated  v  ' 
insult  and  rudeness  when  they  landed,  even  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  commuri'  ^ 
with  the  authorities,  &c.,  and  if  such  was  to  be  the  determined  course  oi'  tn 
people,  the  fire  of  the  vessels  might  at  any  moment  be  drawn  upon  the  c" 
This  you  have  thought  proper  to  construe  into  a  determination  on  my  par  -J 
murder  your  women  and  children,  and  made  your  letter  so  ofiensive  that  it  v.| 
terminate  our  intercourse ;  and  so  soon  as  General  Butler  arrives  with  bif*  tor  •  - 
I  shaU  turn  over  the  charge  of  the  city  to  him  and  assume  my  naval  duti>  *. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

D.  6.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag'Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squndron 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Citv  Council  of  New  Orleans. 
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Reporti  of  Captain  T.  BaHcj/,  second  in  command. 

United  States  Gunboat  Cayuga, 

At  sea.  May  7,  1862. 

^IB:  Having  fonnd  it  impossible  to  get  the  Colorado  over  the  bars  of  the 
[  Vsif^ppi,  I  sent  up  a  large  portion  of  her  guns  and  crew,  filling  up  deficiencies 
r  both  in  the  dilSsrent  vessels,  and,  with  my  aid.  Acting  Midshipman  Higgin- 
:«•  ;st«ward,  and  boat's  crew,  followed  up  myself,  hoisting,  by  authority  of  the 
V!-^'>fficert  my  red,  distinguishing  flag  as  second  in  coounand,  first  on  the 
^i^-iiia.  Commander  Lee,  and  afterwards  on  the  Cayuga. 

Thai  brave,  resolute,  and  indefatigable  officer.  Commander  D.  D.  Porter,  was 
:  wtirk  with  his  mortar  fleet,  throwing  shells  at  and  into  Fort  Jackson,  while 
^nerod  Batler,  with  a  division  of  his  army,  in  transports,  was  waiting  a 
Lf  on&ble  moment  to  land.  After  the  mortar  fleet  had  been  playing  upon  the 
>rts  for  six  days  and  nights,  (without  perceptibly  diminishing  their  fire,)  and 
!!♦•  or  two  changes  of  programme,  Flag-Officer  Farragut  formed  the  ships  into 
Mko  colonms,  "line  ahead;"  the  column  of  the  red,  under  my  orders,  being 
'jnnf'd  on  the  right,  and  consisting  of  the  Cayuga,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
iiirrison,  bearing  my  flag,  and  leading  the  Pensacola,  Captain  Morris;  the 
fi:»issippi.  Commander  M.  Smith;  Oneida,  Commander  S.  P.  Lee;  Varuna, 
't\niinanaer  C.  S.  Boggs;  Katahdin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Preble ;  Kineo, 
^"toaitenaut  Commanding  Ransom ;  and  the  Wissahickon,  Lieutenant  Command- 
^::  A^  N.  Smith.  The  column  of  the  blue  was  formed  on  the  left,  heading  up 
h*  river,  and  consisted  of  the  flag-ship  Hartford,  Commander  R.  Wainwright, 
Lirl  bearing  the  flag  of  the  commander-in-chief,  Farragut;  the  Brooklyn,  Cap- 
.lin  T.  T.  Craven ;  the  Richmond,  Commander  Alden ;  the  Sciota,  bearing  the 
lUisional  flag  of  Fleet-Captain  H.  H.  Boll ;  followed  by  the  Iroquois,  Itasca, 
iVinona*  and  Kennebec. 

At  2  &•  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  signal  "  to  advance  "  was  thrown 
ml  from  the  flag-ship.  The  Cayuga  inmiediately  weighed  anchor  and  led  on 
iir  column.  We  were  discovered  at  the  boom,  and,  a  little  beyond,  both  forts 
•|'<  ned  their  fire.  When  close  up  with  St.  Philip  we  opened  with  grape  and 
^:kriister»  etill  steerin?  on.     After  passing  this  line  of  fire,  we  encountered  the 

Montgomery  flodlia,"  consisting  of  eighteen  gimboats,  including  the  ram 
H&naseas  and  iron  battery  Louisiana,  of  twenty  guns. 

lliis  was  a  moment  of  anxiety,  as  np  supporting  ship  was  in  sight.  By 
»kilfnl  steering,  however,  we  avoided  their  attempts  to  butt  and  board,  and  had 
i^^inifH^cd  in  forcing  the  surrender  of  three,  when  the  Varuna,  Captain  Boggs, 
kTti  riiuiida*  Captain  Lee,  were  discovered  near  at  hand.  The  gallant  exploits 
1^'  :hc«e  ships  will  be  made  known  by  their  commanders.  At  early  dawn 
ravi»vcred  a  rebel  camp  on  Uie  right  bank  of  the  river.  Ordering  Lieutenant 
I'  innnanding  N.  B.  Harrison  to  anchor  close  alongside,  I  hailed  and  ordei*ed 
lilt*  ctilonel  to  pile  up  his  arms  on  the  river  bank  and  come  on  board.  This 
pMvnd  to  be  the  Chalmette  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Szymanski. 
Fd*.'  rc^gitnmtal  flag,  tents,  and  camp  equipage  were  captured. 

Od  ibe  morning  of  the  25th,  still  leading,  and  considerably  ahead  of  the  line, 
l2h'  CluJm^te  batteries,  situated  three  miles  below  the  city,  opened  a  cross  fire 
'ui  the  C^ynga.  To  this  we  responded  with  our  two  guns.  At  the  end  of 
^^L-nty  minntes  the  flag-ship  ranged  up  ahead  and  silenced  the  enemy's  guns.- 

Vir*m  this  point  no  other  obstacles  were  encountered,  except  burning  steamers, 
(«'Uoa  ahipst  fire  rafts,  and  the  like.  Immediately  after  anchoring  in  front  of 
'h*  rity  I  was  ordered  on  shore  by  the  flag-officer  to  demand  the  surrender  of 
U/*.  city,  and  that  the  flag  should  be  hoisted  on  the  post  office,  custom-house,  and 
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mint.    TVTiat  passed  at  this  interview  will  be  better  stated  in  the  flag-offioir • 
report. 

On  the  2Cth  I  went  with  the  flag-officer  some  seven  miles  above  the  city, 
where  we  found  the  defences  abandoned,  the  guns  spiked,  and  gun  canian^c^ 
burning.  These  defences  were  erected  to  prevent  the  downward  passagr  .. 
Captain  Foote.  On  the  27th  a  large  boom,  situated  above  these  defences,  wn- 
destroyed  hy  Captain  S.  Phillips  Lee.  On  the  28th  General  Butler  l&nJ'.' 
above  Fort  St.  Philip,  under  tlie  guns  of  the  Mississippi  and  Kineo.  TL 
landing  of  the  army  above,  together  with  the  passage  of  the  fleet,  appears  :  - 
have  put  the  finishing  touch  to  the  demoralization  of  their  garrisonfi,  (300  havir:  j 
mutinied  in  Fort  Jackson.)  Both  forts  surrendered  to  Commander  Porter,  wL  • 
was  near  at  hand  with  the  vessels  of  his  flotilla. 

As  I  left  the  river  General  Butler  had  garrisoned  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  FhCfp 
and  his  transports,  with  troops,  were  on  their  way  to  occupy  New  Orleani*. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  express  my  admiration  of  the  cool  and  able  managemcr. 
of  all  the  vessels  of  my  line  by  their  respective  captains.     After  we  had  pi^.^- 
the  forts  it  was  a  contest  between  iron  hearts  in  wooden  vessels  and  iron-chtlr 
with  iron  beaks,  and  the  "  iron  hearts"  won. 

On  the  29th  the  Cayuga,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrison,  "waa  Belectc<I  '. 
bring  me  home  a  bearer  of  despatches  to  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


TJmted  States  Gunboat  Cayuqa, 

Of  New  Orleans,  April  25,  1S62. 

Plag-Officeb  :  Your  boldly-conceived  and  splendidly-executed  plan  of  bar* 
having  resulted  in  complete  success,  leaves  me  time  to  make  up  the  report  of  do* 
division. 

You  will  find  in  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrison's  report  an  aecucate  ^Qt 
line  of  the  noble  part  taken  by  the  Cayuga,  under  his  command,  and  beam ; 
my  divisional  flag.     We  led  off  at  2  a.  m.,  in  accordance  with  your  signal,  aiii 
steered  directly  up  stream,  edging  a  little  to  starboard,  in  order  to  give  room  t>.: 
your  division.       "* 

I  was  followed  by  the  Pensacola  in  fine  style,  the  remainder  of  my  diyi.*^>-i 
following  in  regular  and  compact  order.  We  were  scarcely  above  tbc  bt><*D 
when  we  were  discovered,  and  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  opened  upon  U5.  We  ci^ni'' 
bring  no  gun  to  bear,  but  steered  directly  on.  We  were  struck  &om  stem  !•• 
Btem.  At  length  we  were  close  up  with  St.  Philip,  when  we  opened  with  graj*" 
and  canister.  Scarcely  were  we  above  the  line  of  fire  when  we  found  ouraeJvi-5 
attacked  by  the  rebel  fleet  of  gunboats.  This  was  hot  but  more  congenial  work 
Two  large  steamers  now  attempted  to  board,  one  on  our  starboard  bow,  tL' 
other  astern;  a  third  on  our  starboard  beam.  The  11-inch  Dahlgren  bi:i>r 
trained  on  this  fellow,  we  fired  at  a  range  of  30  yards.  The  efi^t  was  nry 
destructive;  he  immediately  steered  in  shore,  ran  aground  cmd  burnt  kim£K^  up- 

The  Parrott  gun  on  the  forecastle  drove  off  one  on  the  bow,  while  weprepaj^^i 
to  repel  boarders,  so  close  was  our  remaining  enemy.  About  tluB  time  B*)^^*- 
and  Lee  came  dashing  in,  and  made  a  finish  of  the  rebel  boata— eleven  is  til. 

In  the  gray  of  the  morning  discovered  a  camp' with  rebel  flae  flying;  uptin^i 
with  canister,  and  at  5  a.  nL  received  the  sword  and  flag  of  Ccaosel  Siyin:ui.«&i 
and  his  command  of  five  companies,  arms,  and  camp  equipage,    Wliik  cng'*^'^'- 
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c  this  point,  observed  the  Yanina  in  conflict  with  a  number  of  ganboata.  She 
lAd  been  butted  hj  one  of  them  and  sunk ;  but,  with  hie  forward  guns  still 
hftYc  water,  her  commander  was  bravely  maintaining  the  flght,  driving  off  his 
aemiea  and  saying  his  crew.  Informing  Captain  Lee,  of  the  Oneida,  who  had 
JAo  been  engagea  with  the  enemy,  of  the  Varana's  situation,  he  instantly 
UHUQt:d  up  and  made  a  finish  of  the  rebel  boats.  The  remainder  of  the  fleet 
tow  came  up.  The  Mississippi  had  been  detained  below  with  the  Manassas 
J3d  anntber  iron* clad.     After  tnis  everything  passed  under  your  observation. 

The  pleasant  duty  now  remains  of  speaking  of  the  Cayuga  and  her  brave 
fSccr?  and  crew.  From  first  to  last,  Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  B.  Harrison 
iii^plired  a  masterly  ability  in  steerine:  his  vessel  past  the  foits  under  a  hm*ri- 
Je  Jf  shot  and  shell,  and  afterwardB  in  manceaveVing  and  fighting  her  among 
lie  gunboats.  I  cannot  say  too  much  for  him.  He  was  gallajatly  sustained  by 
L'u'Utenant  Greoige  H.  Perkins  and  Acting  Master  Thomas  H.  Morton.  These 
So&r?  have  my  unbounded  admiration. 

I  mostt  in  conclusion,  express  the  pl^iasure  which  I  experienced  in  witnessing 
ilic'  seamaulike  manner  in  which  all  the  ships  were  handled.     The  reports  of 
iht  dLvifdonal  captains  will  inform  you  of  the  particular  part  borne  by  each  ship. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  BAILEY, 
Captain  Commanding  Division  of  the  Red, 

Flag-Officer  D.  6.  Fabbaout, 

Commander 'in- Chief,  4^.,  New  Orleans, 


Report  of  Fleet- Captain  H.  H,  BeU. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Habtfobd, 

Of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  26, 1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  night  of  the  23d  instant  I  went  on  board  of  the  United  States 
g^Dboat  Sciota,  Lieutenant  Commanding  £.  Donaldson,  the  leading  vessel  of 
tlir  sr-cond  division  of  gunboats,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  assign  to  my 
c^'mmaod  for  the  ascent  of  the  river.  At  4  a.  m.  of  the  24th  instant  the  Sciota, 
QCfiimpanicd  by  the  division,  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  Richmond,  for  passing 
Fon.<  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

Eivinif  run  safely  through  the  batteries  of  the  forts  and  rebel  steamers, 
Capuin  Donaldson  set  fire  to  and  burned  two  steamboats,  (one  loaded  with 
nn-carriages,«the  other  with  rosin  and  combustible  materials.)  He  also  sent  a 
f'^at*?  crew  to  take  possession  of  an  armed  steamer  which  surrendered  to  him, 
to  bring  her  up  the  river;  but  finding  her  hard  and  fast  ashore,  and  under  the 
rai«  (»f  the  fort,  the  boat  returned  without  her.  This  delayed  the  movements 
"f  the  Scotia,  and  brought  her  within  half  a  mile  of  the  ram  Manassas,  whence 
1  vitnesaed  the  decided  manner  in  which  the  noble  old  steamship  Mississippi, 
^^mminder  Melancthon  Smith,  met  that  pigmy  monster.  The  Mississippi  made 
at  Wr,  but  the  Manassas  sheered  off  to  avoid  the  collision,  and  landea  on  the 
t-i^ff*.  when  her  crew  escaped  over  her  roof  into  the  swamp.  The  Mississippi 
'Mu4  het  meanwhile  with  her  heavy  guns.  After  a  while  she  slipped  off  the 
•^ik,  and  was  last  seen  by  some  of  the  officers  floating  down  the  stream,  pass- 

-?  the  Mississippi  without  smoke-stack.  I  counted  nine  of  the  enemy's 
^Vf4meT9  of  all  kinds  destroyed;  all  but  two  being  well  armed  on  the  bow  and 

L'pra  the  assembling  of  the  fleet  at  quarantine  I  observed,  for  the  first  time, 
^t  the  gunboats  Itasca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  0.  H.  B.  Caldwell;  Winona, 
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Lieutenant  Commanding  Ed.  T.  Nicliols,  and  Kennebec,  Lieatemmt  Commaadln; 
John  Russell  I  belonging  to  the  second  g^unboat  division,  were  missing.  As  thvj 
were  the  three  rearmost  vessels  of  the  fleet,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  fire  ^>t 
the  forts  and  of  the  enemy's  steamers  had  been  concentrated  npon  them  nff^r 
th^  passage  of  the  larger  vessels,  which  had  attracted  and  divided  the  iirc  of  t}  r 
enemj  while  thej  were  in  sight.  I  am  happy  to  report  none  killed  and  oiAj 
two  slightly  wounded  in  this  brilliant  dash  of  the  fleet. 

The  Seiota  next  preceded  the  fleet  up  to  English  Turn,  and  was  the  fviar! 
vessel  ahead  in  the  attack  on  and  capture  of  the  forts  at  the  city  of  New  ( >>• 
leans,  on  the  25th,  and  the  third  in  passing  up  in  front  of  the  city.  She  hj^ 
shared  in  all  the  active  operations  of  the  fleet  to  thiB  date. 

The  immediate  object  of  this  expedition  having  been  gained,  I  hauled  doim 
my  pennant  at  one  p.  m.  to-day,  to  resume  my  duties  as  fleet-captain  on  br»ar  1 
the  Hartford,  having  no  further  casualties  to  report. 

Throughout  the  trying  scenes  of  this  dashing  expedition,  which  is  second  t  ^ 
none  on  record,  Captain  Donaldson,  hia  officers  and  crew,  were  conspicnnn^  t  •: 
their  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  good  conduct.  Her  guns  were  well  and  skibuii/ 
handled  by  their  crews,  under  the  direction  and  careful  instruction  of  Lieuteuai ' 
H.  A.  Adams;  Midshipman  Woodward  gallantly  working  the  rifle  on  the  !<>;- 
gallant  forecastle,  and  Acting  Master  Foster  the  11-inch  pivot  gun.  Actiiv' 
Master  McFarland  was  always  at  the  con,  and  acquitted  himself  zealously  ou . 
handsomely  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  BELL. 
Captain  of  the  Fleet,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrm^ 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farbagut, 

Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  ike  City  of  New  Orleam. 


Report  of  Commander  Richard  Waintoright,  United  States  Flag-Ship  Harff 


Til. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Of  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  30, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  bv 
this  ship  in  the  actions  of  the  mornings  of  April  24th  and  25th  instant-,  ofi'  Fori* 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 

At  3.30  a.  m.,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  got  under  way,  and  at  3.55  the  Ila-^t- 
ford  opened  fire  from  bow  guns,  engaging  Fort  Jackson,  and  receiving  a  g»Ulin*,'  nn^ 
from  both  forts.  At  4.15  grounded  on  shoal  near  Fort  St.  Philip  in  the  endiii\  r 
to  clear  a  fire  raft,  which  was  propelled  by  a  ram  on  our  port  quarter,  &citinj 
fire  to  the  ship,  the  flames  bursting  through  the  ports  and  running  up  the  rvi- 
ging,  endangering  the  ship  as  much  from  fire,  if  not  more,  than  from  the  pin- 
of  the  enemy.  Went  to  "  fire  quarters,"  extinguished  flames,  and  backed  otF— 
a  heavy  fire  being  kept  up  by  both  forts  upon  us  all  the  time,  and  we  contlnuini: 
to  fire  in  return  upon  them  until  out  of  range.  Passed  and  fired  into  ^t'^^^'tj. 
rebel  steamers  on  our  way  up  the  river. 

On  the  25th  instant,  steaming  up  the  river,  cleared  ship  for  action  at  P.-lJ^ 
a.  m.,  and  at  11.30  discovered  two  batteries,  one  on  each  bank  of  ihe  ri^f*. 
which  commenced  firing.  We  then  opened  fire  with  bow  guns,  and  shortly  wi  r** 
in  position  to  use  both  batteries,  and  at  first  fire  of  the  port  batteiy  drore  \h 
enemy  on  the  right  bank  from  his  guns.  After  passing  were  fired  on  by  id^- 
men,  but  without  injury.    The  ship  waa  much  ridcucd,  having  reoeived  32  t\u^u. 
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lome  of  them  of  a  fierious  nature.    There  were  also  two  guns  disabled  by  the 
fiirmy's  fire. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  the  heads  of  the  different  departments.  We 
1,'kve  to  monm  the  loss  of  three  of  onr  brave  crew,  and  also  had  ten  wounded. 
T1h»  guns  were  well  worked  and  served,  and  when  officers  and  men  behave  with 
^Qch  courage  and  coolness,  I  consider  it  a  credit  to  the  ship  to  say  that  it  is 
tmpodtfible  for  me  to  individualize. 

On  April  26th,  at  3.25  p.m.,  proceeded  up  the  river  to  attack  some  batteries; 
at  6  went  to  quarters,  and  at  5.35  discovered  two  batteries,  both  of  which,  how- 
ever, had  been  evacuated,  and  gun-carriages  set  on  fire.     Sent  a  boat  to  battery 
on  left  bank  and  spiked  twenty-nine  guns. 
Respectfully  yours, 

R.  WAINWRIGHT, 
Chmmander,  United  States  Ship  Hartford. 
Flag-Officer  Parraotjt, 

Commanding  Western  €rulf  Blockading  Squadron,- 


United  States  Steambb  Hartford, 

OJ  New  Orleans,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  25th  instant  I  respectfully  submit 
tlie  following  report  of  damages  done  to  rigging  during  the  actions  of  the  24th 
and  25th  instant,  having  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  same : 

Three  mizzen  shrouds,  one  starboard  and  two  port,  cut  away;  two  fore-top 
main  stays  cut  away ;  one  fore-topmast  staysail-stay  cut  away ;  one  mizzen  top- 
sail jack-stay,  on  which  mizzen  topsail  halliards  run ;  one  shroud  in  main  rig- 
{.nng.  (slightly ;)  one  main  topsail  brace  cut  away;  one  cross-jack  yard-lift  cut 
off:  one  mizzen  topsail  sheet  cut  off;  one  mizzen  top  burton  cut  off;  one  mizzen 
jx'ndant  tackle  cut  off. 
Very  respectfully, 

JA3IES  WALKER. 
Boatswain,  United  States  Navy, 

Examined. 

Lieut.  JAS.  S.  THORNTON, 

Executive  Officer. 
Captain  B.  Wainwright,  Esq., 

Commanding  United  States  Steamy  Hartford, 

Western  Division  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  28,  1862. 

SiB:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  25th  instant  I  respectfully  submit  the 
fallowing  report  of  damages  sustained  by  this  ship  in  the  actions  of  the  24th 
ao(l  25th  instant: 

Two  shot  holes  on  starboard  bow ;  one  on  starboard  side  bowsprit,  carrying 
away  bees;  one  on  starboard  side,  abreast  of  mainmast,  entering  and  tearing 
^>vra  annory,  state-room,  bulkheads,  &c.;  one  in  main-chains,  entering  and 
\<wng  up  starboard  steerage ;  two  under  main-chains,  tearing  away  clamps,  &c., 
two  betireen  main  and  mizzen  chains,  tearing  up  planking  and  main  rail;  three 
^'i  f  larboard  buttocks,  cutting  three  planks  entirely  off;  one  on  starboard  quarter, 
ttuting  away  planking  clamps,  entering  and  breaking  up  poop  cabin;   one 
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throngli  maininast;  one  etriking  mainyard,  carrying  away  one  quarter  battel^ , 
one  through  starboard  waist  boat  on  port  side  port  buttock,  entering  ship,  cuttr : 
away  three  planks  ;  one  through  port  bow,  carrying  away  wasb-room,  entrri-.j 
and  tearing  part  of  Bick-bay,  bulkhead,  and  dispensary;  one  breaking  up  \vjt*. 
quarter  boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  CONLEY, 
Carpenter,  United  State*  Kary, 
Captain  R.  Wainwright,  Esq., 

Commanding  United  States  Flag- Ship  Hartford,  of  New  Orleans, 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartpobd, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  25,  lS(5l>. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  24th  instant,  I  respectftilly  suln* 
the  following  report  of  damages  done-to  battery,  losses  in  small  arms  and  ir' • 
ccllaneoufl  articles  in  ordnance  department  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  21. z 
instant: 

One  9-inch  Dahlgren  gun,  No.  224,  struck  by  the  enemy's  shot,  knocking'  - 1' 
a  portion  of  the  muzzle;  one  20-pounder  rifle  gun,  struck  by  the  enemy V  slitt: 
one  20-ponnder  rifle  gun-carriage,  disabled  from  the  enemy's  shot;  one  elevatin.- 
Bcrew,  damaged ;  twelve  Jocelyn  rifles ;  four  sabre  bayonets ;  five  rifle  nauski*? : 
eight  bayonets ;  ten  cutlass  frogs ;  ten  pistol  and  revolver  firog? ;  fourteen  b."!T- 
onet  scabbards;  six  cutlasses;  four  sabre  bayonet  scabbards;  twenty-six  wai-T- 
belts;  ten  musket  cartridge  boxes;  ten  rifle  cartridge  boxes;  five  revolvr 
cartridge  boxes  ;  eighteen  bullet  moulds ;  fifty  cone  picks ;  two  lamp  sci?«»on' : 
ten  lamp  chimneys;  ten  Jocelyn  wipers;  ten  wiper  rods;  two  revolvers;  "i.'' 
pistol;  six  single  sticks ;  two  9-inch  ramrods;  two  9-inch  sponges;  ten  twi^: 
sock  strings ;  four  battle  axes ;  two  lamp  feeders. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  DUNCAN, 
Acting  Gunnery  United  States  Nary. 

Captain  Richard  Wainwright, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Steamer  Hartford,  off  New  Orleans, 

Examined. 

A.  KAUTZ. 
Lieutenant  and  Ordnance  Officer, 


Report  of  Captain  Henry  TV.  Morris,  United  States  Steam-sloop  Pensacoia, 

United  States  Sloop  Pb.xsacola, 
At  anchor  off  New  Orleans,  April  88,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  incidents  and  occurrence'^  of 
the  conflict  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  April  in  passing  Forta  Jadcson  and  St. 
Philip  and  their  adjacent  batteries ;  also,  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  guu- 
boats  and  the  '*ram,"  which  were  stationed  above  those  forts;  also,  the  action 
with  the  batteries  located  a  few  miles  below  this  city,  and  which  latter  took 
place  on  the  25th  instant. 

Your  order  to  me  was  that  this  ship  should,  after  passing  the  barricade  l^elow 
the  forts,  proceed  to  the  attack  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  in  order  to  divert  it<  fire 
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roin  TOUT  division,  so  that  you  should  not  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  both  of  these 
>rt«  at  the  same  time.  On  onr  arrival  at  the  opening  of  the  barricade  the 
riway  opened  his  fire  on  us.  We  proceeded  slowly  through  it,  firing  only  our 
*uw  guns,  until  we  reached  a  position  where  onr  broadside  guns  could  be  used ; 
iv  then  continued  slowly  on,  frequently  stopping  and  returning  his  fire,  and 
attaining  that  of  the  rebel  gunboats  at  the  same  time,  until  we  had  reached  a 
M»int  above  that  fort  where  its  fire  could  no  longer  reach  us.  The  ram,  after 
tftving  stmck  the  Varuna  gunboat,  and  forced  her  to  run  on  shore  to  prevent 
inking,  advanced  to  attack  this  ship,  coming  down  on  us  right  ahead.  She  was 
•^rccived  by  Lieutenant  F.  A.  Roe  just  in  time  to  avoid  her  by  sheeriuff  the 
hip.  and  she  passed  close  on  our  starboard  side,  receiving,  as  she  went  by,  a 
•Madnde  from  as.  The  gunboats  of  the  enemy  now  fled  up  the  river,  and  some 
»f  them  were  run  on  shore  and  set  fire  to  by  their  own  crews.  We  were  under 
;b«^  fire  of  the  enemy  about  two  hours.  We  then  steamed  up  the  river  to  render 
u<$idtanee  to  tive  Varuna.  We  sent  our  boats  to  her  to  assist  in  taking  o£P  her 
officers  and  crew,  and  have  seven  of  the  former  and  about  sixty  of  the  latter 
iiow  on  board. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  was  in  every  respect  praise- 
vurthy,  evincing  coolness  and  courage  of  the  highest  order.  The  fire  of  the 
pins  was  kept  up  with  all  the  rapidity  which  the  circumstances  of  the  action 
demanded,  to  insure  injury  to  the  enemy  without  the  wasting  of  ammunition. 
The  amount  of  damage  inflicted  by  us  on  him  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  I  be- 
IiVve  that  it  must  have  been  very  considerable.  It  is  impossible  in  a  night 
utitck  to  do  justice  to  each  officer's  merits  by  specifying  his  particular  conduct 
in  the  battle ;  but  the  restdt  of  the  conflict  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  great  good 
Whavior  of  them  alL 

1  mutt  tpeak  of  the  coolness  and  ability  displayed  by  Lieutenant  F.  A.  Boc, 
^hv  executive  officer  of  this  ship.  His  station  being  on  the  bridge  next  to  me 
♦  Milled  me  to  witness  it.  My  eyesight  is  quite  defective,  especially  at  night, 
8nd  I  am  compelled  to  rely  on  that  of  others.  I  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  give 
t»  Lieutenant  Roe  the  duty  of  directing  the  ship's  course  through  the  opening 
"f  the  barricade,  as  well  as  the  ascending  of  the  river  during  the  whole  action. 
llie  judgment  and  skill  shown  by  him  in  the  performance  of  this  duty  cannot 
^^  surpassed.  We  had  no  pilot  on  board,  and  he  performed  that  duty  with  the 
i»"H  remarkable  ability  and  success.  I  recommend  and  most  strongly  urge 
tijKm  the  Navy  Department  the  propriety  and  justice  of  promoting  him  to  the 
rank  of  commander,  as  a  reward  for  the  highly  important  services  which  he  has 
Tendered  in  this  battle.  In  my  opinion  he  has  fairly  earned  it  and  ought  to 
J^wdre  it 

In  the  action  of  the  25th  instant  with  the  batteries  just  below  the  city  the 
^hip  received  but  little  injury  in  her  hull  or  rigging,  and  none  of  the  officers  or 
crf'w  were  killed  or  wounded.  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the 
idllnl  and  wounded ;  also,  one  of  the  injury  sustained  by  the  ship  in  hull  and 
rigging. 

I  am,  very  respect^ly, 

HENRY  W.  MORRIS,  Captain. 

Flag^fficer  D.  O.  Fabragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gtdf  Blaf:kading  Squadron, 


United  States  Ship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  April  30,  1862. 

8lR;  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  the  follo^dng  facts  and  incidents  con- 
^^Wd  widi  our  engagement  of  the  24th  instant  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 


t'.. 


If 
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Pbilip  and  their  adjacent  batteries,  and  also  with  the  fleet  of  rebel  ^nboat^  aiu\ 
Tame. 

I  have  reason  to  congratulate  myself  that  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down  ^.^ 
on  deck,  to  receive  the  first  fire  of  the  forts,  nntil  our  guns  were  in  range.     IV 
this  means,  I  have  no  doubt,  many  valuable  lives  were  saved,  and  no  anunuii 
tion  was  thrown  away  by  firing  at  random. 

Soon  as  the  battery  opened  upon  the  enemy  it  did  great  execution  by  ir^ 
rapidity  of  fire  and  the  certainty  of  its  aim.  The  conduct  of  our  people  wv< 
gallant  in  the  highest  degree. 

Too  great  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Lieutenant  James  Stillwell  for  l 
coolness  and  activity.  He  moved  constantly  from  one  division  to  anotlier.  i  • 
conraging  the  guns'  crews,  instructing  them  how  to  act  and  how  to  fire,  trn* 
when  some  of  them  were  disabled  by  their  numbers  falling,  and  the  wounW 
lying  helpless  in  the  darkness,  encumbered  the  decks.  Lieutenant  Stillwell.  l>v 
his  presence  and  coolness,  restored  order,  and  maintained  an  unremittiDg  hi 
from  every  gun.  Although  himself  knocked  down  by  a  cannon  shot,  he  rc^c'  \- 
ered  his  presence  of  mind,  which  never  forsook  him,  and  was  always  foou ' 
where  he  was  most  needed. 

The  forward  division,  consisting  of  the  11-inch  pivot  and  80-pounder  rifie-^:^.. 
was  admirably  served  under  the  orders  of  Acting  Master  E.  C.  Weeka,  Ma- 
ter's l^Iate  Alfred  H.  Reynolds  came  aft  on  the  hammock  nettings  to  report  r* 
me  the  loss  of  the  rammer  of  his  80-pounder.  While  aft  by  the  bridge,  nt  ,i: 
No.  5  gun,  he  had  his  sword-belt  cut  from  his  waist  in  three  pieces.  B^' 
this  officer  never  for  a  moment  faltered  in  his  duty  at  the  forward  divisi-r 
Mr.  Cox,  the  carpenter,  was  quite  severely  wounded  in  the  beginning  of  tl 
engagement,  and  was  compelled  to  go  below.  Mr.  Goodrich,  the  boatswain,  ti 
also  wounded  by  a  fi*agment  of  shell  lodging  in  his  arm,  and,  though  Buffering: 
great  pain  and  loss  of  blood,  remained  at  his  station  to  the  end  of  the  conflict. 
His  conduct  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  The  crew  of  No.  5  gun  was  m>>^t 
severely  dealt  with.  In  the  very  beginning  of  the  action  John  Ryan,  the  ^  lu 
captain,  was  mortally  wounded,  and  several  others  fell.  Patrick  Hughes,  st-a- 
man,  who  was  first  sponger,  showed  himself  particularly  active,  and  hia  conduct. 
in  my  opinion,  redeemed  his  previous  bad  character. 

William  Gray,  1st,  the  first  loader  of  No.  3  gun,  very  deliberately  picked  ir* 
a  32-pound  shot  which  landed  on  deck  and  threw  it  overboard,  supposing  it  t> 
be  a  shell. 

I  call  special  attention  to  the  gun  captain  of  the  rifled  howitBer  aft,  whicli. 
though  much  exposed  was  served  with  much  ability  and  activity,  although  in 
officer  whatever  superintended  it.  James  McCloud,  captain  of  foretop,  a  voluc- 
teer  from  the  Colorado,  was  the  gun  captain  of  this  piece.  I  earnestly  oommcna 
him  to  your  favorable  notice. 

I  have  also  to  notice  the  fine  conduct  of  Louis  Richards,  the  quartermaster 
at  the  wheel  during  the  terrific  fire.  All  through  the  din  and  roar  of  battle 
this  man  never  once  erred  in  steering  the  ship  through  the  narrow  opening » >( 
the  barricade,  and  his  watchful  devotion  to  my  orders  contributed  in  a  gr^-ii' 
degree  to  the  successful  passage  of  the  ship,  without  once  fouling  the  shore  or 
the  obstacles  of  the  barricade.  The  coolness  of  this  man,  at  a  station  of  no 
ordinary  danger,  was  perfectly  heroic. 

Assistant  Engineer  Huntly,  stationed  at  the  bell  abreast  of  No.  5  gun,  wa* 
wounded  at  the  same  time  that  the  gun's  crew  was  disabled.  He  was  ui^d  to  :;'i 
below,  but  refused  to  leave  his  station,  and  remained  there  all  through  the  acti«<u. 

I  must  make  very  special  mention  of  Thomas  Flood,  (boy.)  who  acted  ns  m  v 
aid  on  th^  bridge.  He  was  swept  from  my  side  along  with  the  signal  quartt  f- 
master,  Murry,  who  had  his  leg  shot  away  by  a  shell  which  burst  near  Uitm. 
Flood,  finding  himself  unhurt  on  the  deck  below  the  bridge,  assisted  the  ^igiui 
quartermaster  to  get  below.    After  getting  him  into  the  hands  of  tlie  ^TUpv.i. 
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■m]  promptly  returned  to  my  side,  and  assisted  me  very  materially  by  taking 
thities  of  signal  quartermaster  upon  himself.  This  duty  he  performed  M'itli 
cTiuliices,  exactitude,  and  fidelity  of  a  veteran  seaman.  I  cannot  speak  too 
Tuly  of  Flood,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  see  him  appointed  a  midshipman  in 
tmvy.  His  intelligence  and  gentle  character  are  of  a  high  order, 
riio  powder  division  was  perfectly  served  under  the  command  of  Paymaster 
•ijH'  L.  Davis.  Its  good  order  and  efficiency  are  worthy  of  special  notice, 
riiere  are  but  two  instances  of  conduct  which  I  record  with  pain.  John 
l>onald,  seaman,  from  the  Colorado,  was  the  second  captain  of  No.  6  gun. 
lieu  the  first  captain  was  wounded  by  a  bursting  shell,  this  man  gave  up  his 
I.  One  of  the  gun's  crew  was  heard  by  Lieutenant  Stillwell  calling  for  some 
■■  to  take  charge  of  the  gun,  and  no  one  coming,  he  took  charge  of  it  himself, 
riie  other  instance  is  still  more  humiliating.  William  Cooper,  ordinary  sea- 
n,  :<bdlman  of  No.  2  gun,  deserted  his  station,  and  was  twice  hauled  out  from 
iin<I  the  forward  bitts  by  the  men  of  our  ship.  The  scorn  and  contempt  of 
r  rrew  for  this  man  seems  to  be  condemnation  enough. 
(hbiT  examples  of  courage  and  coolness,  however,  are  so  marked  and  striking, 
It  it  is  a  source  of  pride  and  congratulation  to  me  that  I  have  been  able  to  go 
0  battle  with  such  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  A.  ROE,  Executive  Officer. 
Captain  Henry  W.  Morrfs, 

Commdnding  United  States  Ship  Pensacoia. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  New  Orleans,  April  29,  1862. 

^IR:  I  would  respectfully  report  the  damages  this  steamer  sustained  in  car- 
:i)t<  T*g  department,  as  follows,  viz :  One  shot  entering  starboard  bow  (raking) 
I't  beneath  spar  deck  lodging  knees,  cutting  its  way  through  the  side  and 
-iring  in  splinters  a  hanging  knee,  cutting  through  deck  beam,  thence  striking 
'U  badly  splintering  this;  lodging  in  another  beam  amidships.  Second, 
ir^^'H^b  main  rigging,  (starboard,)  ploughing  through  bridge,  going  out  at  main- 
^^«  (port,)  which  is  cut  entirely  off.  Third,  struck  sheet  chain  outside,  badly 
Hiiii^  two  strakes  whales  at  No.  6  gunport.  Fourth,  came  through  side  at 
'"•  J  ^muport,  cutting  two  strakes  spirketting,  crossing  deck  and  demolishing 
»i»'  *iilc  of  a  gun-carriage.  Fifth,  came  through  No.  7  gunport,  tearing  away 
^•>  6fe-rail  stanchions,  cutting  through  mainmast,  crippling  mast-loop,  passing 
V-  uf  side  of  gunport,  tearing  away  framing  stanchion  and  plank.  Sixth, 
^TOck  iron  knee  under  the  bridge,  cutting  it  off.  Seventh,  through  hammock 
wtmj»5,  xnizKcn  rigging,  badly  cutting  main-rail,  passed  out  through  port-netting, 
^uiii^  off  hammock-rails.  Eighth,  came  through  side,  near  poop  deck,  cutting 
***}'  framing  timber  and  plank.  Ninth,  starboard  quarter,  about  five  feet 
N^vf  water,  not  through  plank.  The  above  are,  sir,  all  I  have  been  able  to 
'OTtarn- 

Ycry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  E.  COX, 

Acting  Carpenter, 
Captain  H.  W.  Morris, 

Ommanding  United  States  Steamer  Pensacola. 

I*.  8/— To  the  above  should  be  added  two  boats,  one  very  badly  stove;  also 
f-ifV*  tad  gratogB  badly  cut  up  by  shells. 
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0  Unitbd  States  Sloop  Pbiitsacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  28,  lRoi\ 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  riggine  of  this  ship  which  was  shot  i  - 
and  wounded  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  April,  1862:  Ono  t^rr  ' 
the  starboard  main  rigging;  one  screw  of  port  mizzen  rigging;  plate  of  t*-; 
halyard  block,  in  the  starooard  fore-chains,  shot  away;  one  topmast  lwi<-k-* 
wonndcd;  one  shroud  of  port  main  rigging,  shot  away;  one  leg  of  mizzrn  -: 
shot  away;  mizzen  stay,  wounded;  three  shrouds  of  main  rigging  on  th< 
side,  slightly  wounded;  one  shroud  on  starboard  side  of  main  rigging,  sib: 
wounded;  some  running  rigging  shot  away. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  McKAY, 

Acting  Mai*'- 

Captain  Henry  W.  Morris. 


Report  of  Captain  T,  T,  Craven,  United  States  Steam-Sloop  Broolty^^ 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Brooklvn, 
Mississippi  River,  off  New  Orle€tns,  April  26,  IS^  ^ 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  reports  from  the  exocutrrc  «■ " 
surgeon,  gunner,  carpenter,  and  boatswain,  relative  to  the  occurrences,  cii>'.i; . 
expenditure  of  ammunition,  and  damages  on  board  this  ship  on  the  momitij 
the  24th  and  25th  instant. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  add  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  24tli|  soon  aft<  i  :• 
action  between  our  ileet  and  the  forts,  St.  Philip  and  Jackson,  commenr:  •.• 
consequence  of  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  blinding  smoke,  I  lo.<t  i 
of  your  ship,  and  when  following  in  the  line  of  what  I  supposed  to  be  T'>ur  -^ 
I  suddenly  found  the  Brooklyn  running  over  one  of  the  hulks  and  raiit^  v : 
sustained  the  chain  barricade  of  the  river.    For  a  few  moments  I  wa«  cnt^iiu  i 
and  fell  athwart  the  stream,  our  bow  grazing  the  shore  on  the  left  bank  <>r 
river.     While  in  this  situation  I  received  a  pretty  severe  fire  from  F"rt 
Philip.     Immediately  after  extricating  my  ship  from  the  rafts,  her  ht-atl  * 
turned  up  stream,  and  a  few  minutes  thereafter  she  was  feebly  buttoJ  \>y 
celebrated  ram  Manassas.     She  came  butting  into  our  starboard  gangw^iy.  ^ 
firing  from  her  trap-door,  when  within  about  ten  feet  of  the  ship,  dir-    ' 
towards  our  smoke-stack,  her  shot  entering  about  five  feet  above  the  watt^r  1 
and  lodging  in  the  sand -bags  which  protected  our  steam-drum.    I  had  di.<c^  > 
this  queer-looking  gentleman,  while  forcing  my  way  over  the  barricade,  h  i 
close  mto  the  bank,  and  when  he  made  his  appearance  the  second  time  I  ^  *  i 
close  to  him  that  he  had  not  an  opportunity  to  get  up  hi^  full  speed,  aci   I 
efforts  to  damage  me  were  completely  frustrated,  our  chain  armor  proving  a    | 
feet  protection  to  our  sides.     He  soon  slid  off  and  disappeared  in  the  darku  i 
A  few  moments  thereafter,  being  all  the  time  under  a  raking  fire  fVom  Fort  J  i  > 
son,  I  was  attacked  by  a  large  rebel  steamer.    Oar  port  broadside,  at  the  ^1:  ' 
distance  of  only  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  completely  finisned  him,  setting  him  ou : ' 
almost  instantaneously. 

Still  groping  my  way  in  the  dark,  or  under  the  black  clond  of  smoke  from  :'i 
fire  raft,  I  suddenly  found  myself  abreast  of  St  Philip,  and  so  close  that  '  i 
leadsman  in  the  starboard  chains  gave  the  soundings  "ibirteen  fuet,  sir."  ^-1 
we  could  bring  all  our  guns  to  bear,  for  a  few  brief  mbmcnts  we  poured  in;r' 'j 
and  canister,  and  I  h-id  the  satisfaction  of  completely  silencing  that  work  l*- '  I 
I  left  it — my  men  in  the  tops  witnessing,  in  tlie  flashes  of  their  bursting  sli"-; 
nells,  the  enemy  running  like  sheep  for  more  comfortable  qoATteri. 

After  passing  the  forts  we  engaged  several  of  the  enemy*a  gunboat.*:  «- 
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jr  at  ^Lort  nnge — generallj  from  sixty  to  a  hundred  yards — the  effects  of 
lifN.«D(lAid€sa  miiBt  have  been  terrific.  This  ship  was  under  fire  ab<^t  one  hour 
fc  half.  We  lost  eight  men  killed,  and  had  twenty-six  wounded,  and  our 
'.^C4>  from  the  enemy's  shot  and  shell  are  severe.  I  should  not  have  been 
iTticnlar*  sir,  in  recording  so  many  of  the  incidents  of  the  morning  of  the 
I  lia«l  I  not  been  out  of  my  proper  station ;  but  justice  to  my  officers  and 
(  d«*iUfiDd  that  I  should  show  that  the  Bro<^yn  was  neither  idle  nor  useless 
hat  never-to^-forgotten  occasion. 

u  couclosion,  I  must  here  beg  leave  to  add  that  my  officers  and  crew,  aU> 
Liint  a  single  exception,  behaved  in  a  most  heroic  manner;  indeed,  I  was 
;  n«rd  to  witness  their  perfect  coolness  and  self-possession,  as  they  stood  at 
r  ganB  while  the  rebels  were  hailing  shot  and  shell  upon  us  for  nearly  half 
i«»ur  before  I  gave  the  order  to  "open  fire."  I  have  to  congratulate  myself 
K*in^  so  ably  assisted  by  my  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  R.  B.  Lowry.    He 

♦  very  where,  inspiring  both  officers  and  crew  with  his  own  zeal  and  gallantry 
lt«'  p^^rforaiance  of  their  duty.  Lieutenant  James  O'Kane,  who  had  charge 
I  lit*  let  division,  was  severely  wounded  soon  after  we  commenced  the  action; 
i)i>t  until  he  had  himself  primed,  sighted,  and  fired  two  guns,  and  from  loss 
^•^MMl  fallen  to  the  deck,  would  he  consent  to  be  carried  below.  Lieutenant 
lit- .4  Foniey,  commanding  the  marines,  had  two  guns  assigned  him,  and,  with 
Mwsif  fbaght  most  gallantly. 

[  was  early  deprived  of  the  services  of  my  signal  officer  and  aid,  Acting  Mid* 
[iiumn  John  Anderson,  by  a  shot,  which  cut  him  and  the  signal  quartermaster, 
rn«y  Hauds,  nearly  in  two.  Young  Anderson  was  a  most  promising  and  gal- 
■  y'>un^  gentleman,  and  liad,  only  a  few  days  previously,  volunteered  from 
'tli»*r  vcsael,  which  had  been  detailed  for  other  diUy,  to  join  this  ship;  he  was 
•••k«tl  overboard  and  killed  instantly.  Immediately  afterward,  my  young 
'■  L.  Mr.  J.  G.  Swift,  (who  had  been  meanwhile  taking  notes,)  asked  me  to  let 
'  tct  as  my  aid;  and  the  prompt,  self-possessed  manner  in  which  he -performed 
(inty  tn  conve^dug  ray  orders  elicitea  my  highest  admiration. 
Ill'-  cnndnct  of  Quartermaster  James  Buck,  stationed  at  the  wheel,  merits 
nil  til  ar  mention.  Early  in  the  fight  he  received  a  severe  and  painful  contu* 
u  hy  a  hravy  splinter;  but  for  seven  hours  afterwards  he  stood  bravely  at  his 
^»  iJid  performed  his  duty,  refusing  to  go  below  until  positively  ordered  to  do 
:  mA  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  without  my  knowledge,  he  again  stole  to 
'  **ation  and  steered  the  ship  from  early  daylight  until  1.30  p.  m.,  over  eight 
'>r^.  I  beg  particularly  that  you  will  bring  this  man's  conduct  to  the  especial 
'  t>»  of  the  Wavy  Department. 
'  »»i  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  April,  as  the  fleet  was  proceeding  up  the  river, 

iJi'mt  a  quarter^past  11  o'clock,  two  batteries  were  discovered,  one  on  our 

i>r>wi«rTl  bow,  and  the  other  almost  directly  ahead.     Signal  was  made  from 

.1  ^liip  to  prepare  for  action.    At  this  time  the  flag-ship  was  the  leading  vessel, 

iirooklyn  was  the  second  in  the  line,  and  the  Lx>quois  third ;  the  othera 
^r*-  Mtcm,  and  somewhat  scattered.  A  few  minutes  aft;er  your  signal  the 
*T*^^  f^Bwd  tlie  Brookljm,  and  so  close  as  to  compel  me  to  hail  and  request 
**  commander  not  to  force  me  out  of  my  station,  she  pushed  on,  and  even 
.--il  ihe  flag-ship. 

Aiiiiut  noon,  being  then  one  and  a  quarter  miles  distant  from  them,  the  bat- 
ri  t  opened  a  faking  fire  upon  us.  Tne  fire  of  the  starboard  battery  was  imme- 
-'rlj  reqwoded  to  ny  this  ship,  then  about  half  a  cable's  length  astern  of  the 
uif  ird,  and  twenty-one  shots  from  our  SO-pounder  rifled  gun  were  rapidly,  and 
it!,  nrmarkable  precision,  thrown  into  it,  only  two  of  these  shots  failing  to  take 
'  tt.  A  few  minutes  afterward  the  Brooklyn,  then  steaming  at  the  rate  of  ten 
r.  /«s  by  the  sudden  sheering  off  and  "  slowing  down"  of  the  Hartford,  for  the 
•  '•.-r  r«f  engaging  the  enemy,  necessarily  sheered  in  shore,  which  brought  her 
;'  *!thin  one  hun£^  and  f^j  or  two  hundred  yards  of  the  port-hand  battery, 
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and  80  as  to  obstruct  tlie  fire  of  the  Hartford.     The  Brookl jn  then  opeiii .'  ! 
with  grape^and  canister,  stopped  her  engines,  and,  lying  within  Ics^  tV.i- 
hundred  yards  of  the  river  bank,  delivered  two  other  broadsides,  wLlvJi 
pletely  drove  the  enemy  pell  mell  from  their  guns  and  from  the  field. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  this  most  brilli«L:  - 
cess.     The  attack  by  our  squadron  upon  two  strong  and  garrisoned  foru,  ^t  • 
ing  within  grape  and  canister  range,  and  partially  silencing  them,  and  the  p:> 
and  destniction  of  almost  their  entire  fleet  of  gunboats,  have  not  been  ?urp. 
if  equalled,  by  any  navy  in  the  world.     Under  the  providence  of  Almightj  • 
we  have  achieved  a  most  glorious  victory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  T.  CEAVEX.  Caj^hur 
riag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


0 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Bboovlvk, 

Off  New  Orleans,  Louisiana^  April  25,  IS  'i 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that,  in  the  action  of  the  morning  of  the  24th  in*' 
from  3  a.  m.  to  4.50  a.  m.,  against  the  rebel  forts,  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  1:1"  > 
and  water  batteries,  and  some  sixteen  rebel  gunboats,  this  ship  enpu.' 
enemy  at  3  a.  m.  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister,  of  which  105  rounds  t\cr«  t 
from  the  nine-inch  gims,  in  broadside,  at  one  time  within  150  yards  of  Y^<  ' 
Philip.     Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  discharging  the  SO-pouudtT  I' 
gren  rifle.     This  gun  is  defective  in  itfl  vent. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers  was  under  your  own  eye.     I  n  • 
with  pride  that  they  fully  met  my  own  expectations  in  their  drill  and  effir i  •  - 
and  although  the  action  was  fought  mostly  in  total  darkness,  still  nothing  (. 
exceed  the  rapid  and  precise  filing,  the  prompt  readiness  to  repair  daraajr'  - 
the  care  for  the  dead  and  wounded,  which  was  evinced  by  every  per?ou  i: 
gun  divisions. 

I  regret  to  report  the  loss  of  seven  most  valuable  men,  viz :  Bernard  ^^"^^ 
signal  quartermaster,  killed  by  your  side;  John  Wade,  captain  after  jru  ' 
Thomas  White,  coxswain,  captain  of  No.  9  gun ;  Andrew  Ronrke,  seair.:  • 
loader  of  pivot  gun;  Daniel  McEmory,  (boy,)  powder-boy  of  pivot  gun;  li* ' 
Rofi^,  marine,  of  marine  gun's  crew  No.  1 ;  William  Lanalian,  marine,  ofmr ' 
gun's  crew  No.  2.     Midshipman  Anderson,  your  aid,  was  carried  over. 
early  in  the  action  by  a  round  shot. 

No.  9  gun  had,  by  the  striking  of  a  32-lb.  shot  against  the  iron  bont-dt^ ' 
port  side,  and  breaking  into  fragments,  immediately  followed 'by  a  burstii;,!'  '' 
in  the  same  place,  1st  captain  killed,  2d  captain  badly  wounded,  and  dw'  ' ' 
badly  disabled;  making  eleven  men  out  of  a  crew  of  seventeen,    ^i'-- ' 
remaining  six  fought  the  gun  7nost  gallantly  until  the  end  of  the  action.   ' ' 
wounded  amount  to  thirty,  as  per  surgeon's  report.    No.  1  gun,  port,  vr :i>  ' 
abled  by  having  the  forward  axletrce  shot  away.    We  encountered  tlie  I"' ' 
chain,  and  broke  it  adrift  by  running  over  it  and  dislodging  Uie  anchoiv<i  h^-^ 
this  close  to  Fort  St.  Philip.     We  also  had  an  encounter  with  an  iron-cljul  r.: 
which  struck  us  in  the  starboai-d  gangway;  but  the  chain^annor,  to  a  irr ' 
extent,  received  the  blow  and  saved  the  frame  of  the  ship.    The  ship  wa?  ^  i* 
struck  and  cut  up  in  various  parts;  a  report  from  Mr.  Foy,  the  caqxnt  •  ' 
herewith  enclose ;  both  main-stays  and  much  of  the  ninning  geu  wen'  cut 
ahot. 

^  As  your  executive  officer  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  it  is  mv  pride,  to  call  a*' 
tion  to  the  excellent  bearing  of  every  officer  and  man  on  bo«rd  the  Bhi}».  ^  *' 
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'juicin^  and  yictorioas  squiidron,  in  BQccession,  xan  down,  sank,  blew  up,  or 
tl  lij-  shells,  eleven  of  the  enemy's  sixteen  gunboats.  One,  the  Warrior,  a 
'•*  «nui3tcd  propeller,  placed  herself  under  the  port  broadside  of  the  Brooklyn, 
«  tl   elevcji  five-second  shells  were  exploded  in  her,  actually  driving  her  on 

bkAzxk  and  instantly  setting  her  on  fire.  A  second  three-masted  propeller 
•[»t^I  annihilation  from  our  starboard  battery  from  her  resemblance  to  the 

Hioi:»,  wbicb  caused  ua  to  hold  our  fire  until  the  current  had  drifted  Iier  down 
'  rn  of  uSy  when  her  true  character  was  ascertained,  but  too  late  for  us  to 
•'n»y  her. 

Nlr.  O'Kane,  acting  2d  lieutenant,  in  charge  of  the  forward  divisions,  was 
o&iTided  in  the  middle  of  the  action  and  disabled,  after  most  gallant  service. 

Tvlered  Midshipman  Bartlett  to  take  charge  of  this  battery,  which  he  did 

mptly  and  efficiently, 
lu  conclusion,  I  without  hesitation  assert  that  the  attack  of  our  squadron 

•  tn  two  strong  and  garrisoned  forts,  coming  within  grape  and  canister  range, 
>i  to  a  great  extent  silencing  their  fire,  and  afterwards  overtaking  and  destroy- 
z  nearly  all  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  surpassed,  if  equalled, 

the  record  of  any  navy  in  the  world. 

hi  tlie  action  of  this  morning  against  the  batteries  near  the  city  we  engaged 
Jiclo:9e  canister  and  grape  range,  and  following  closely  the  Sciota,  which  gun- 
or  flaithed  gallantly  into  close  quarters  with  the  battery  on  the  right  bank, 
•'  hritt€€n  us  and  the  battery,  so  that  we  had  to  hold  our  fire.  AVe  finished 
-r  w  ork  by  a  sweeping  dit^chargc  of  grape  and  canister,  driving  the  rebels  pell- 
*l\  out  of  their  works.  Midshipman  Bartlett  fought  the  80-pounder  pivot  very 
.  iJCilly,  firing  twenty-one  shots  into  the  battery  on  the  left  bank  with  great 
.;/.dlty  and  precision,  and  in  a  great  measure  redeemed  the  character  of  the 
lij.  I  ain  luippy  to  state  that  though  we  were  struck  a  number  of  times  in  the 
oii,  and  some  rigging  cut,  we  had  no  loss  of  life  or  blood.     One  man,  Dennis 

•  if  J,  ordinary  seanuui,  fell  overboard,  by  his  own  carelessness,  and  was 
-•wnifl. 

I'ht'  howitzers  in  the  fore  and  main-tops  were  well  served  by  Coxswain  Ham- 
*>m  tind  Captain  of  Main-top  Williams,  throwing  shrapnell  and  canister  very 
^'dually  into  the  enemy  on  ooth  banks.  Without  officers  to  command  them, 
jr  crews  of  these  guns  are  worthy  of  especial  notice.  I  should  mention  that 
b'  rngine  berth-deck  and  powder  divisions  were  well  served  by  their  respective 
*iir«'r!9  and  men,  and  that  the  most  perfect  order  was  maintained  while  the 
iii2tfrotid  wounded  were  transferred  to  the  sur^on  promptly  and  carefully. 
t  Vsed  Assistant  Engineer  J.  Morgan  stood  at  the  bell  and  executed  your  orders 
TMtaptly  throughout  the  action. 

I  luive  to  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  splendid  example  you  gave  us  of  coolness 
irai  mat^terly  handling  of  this  vessel  in  both  actions ;  and  I  close  this  hasty 
r^'i^irt  by  recommending  to  your  especial  notice  Quartermaster  Buck,  who,  on 
lii-  fir$t  morning,  though  wounded,  stood  bravely  at  the  wheel  for  seven  hours, 
vid  to-day  again  took  his  post  and  steered  the  ship  from  early  daylight  until 
4.U0  p.  m. — over  eight  hours. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LOWEY, 
First  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn. 
Ciptain  TuoMAS  T.  Craven, 

Com^g  V,  S,  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn,  off  New  Orleans, 


r*ti 
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United  Statbs  Stsam-Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  New  Orleant,  Louinanat  April  28,  1^>'^. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  yonr  order  we,  the  undersigned,  hftre  exAmmed  tbt^  c^ 
as  to  the  extent  of  injuries  we  received  in  onr  engagements  with  the  lbrt.-<  /. 
vessels  in  the  river  on  the  24th  instant,  and  with  the  batteries  below  the  cit; 
the  25th  instant,  and  make  the  following  report : 

1.  A  shot  on  starboard  bow,  cnttmg  through  the  plank,  timber,  and  ckT' 
passing  through  the  storeroom,  shattering  the  fore  and  aft  piece  and  tlie  o 
oeam,  and  str^ing  the  lodger  knee,  and  breaking  it  badlj,  destrojing  iu 
progress  three  coils  of  large  rope,  and  the  interior  work  to  considerable  ext' 
and  shattered  the  waterway  below  the  berth-deck,  and  lodged  there. 

2.  A  shot  on  starboard  bow,  coming  through  the  plank  timbers  and  i 
bracing,  passing  through  the  marine's  storeroom,  destroying  a  quantity  of  c!> 
ing  and  other  stores,  and  lodged  on  the  port  side,  between  the  knees  and 
breaking  one  of  the  main  beams  amidships. 

3.  A  shell  struck  the  starboard  bow,  near  the  wood  ends,  and  expl 
making  a  large  hole,  and  shattering  the  plank  to  a  considerable  extent.  '«> 
cannot  ascertain  the  extent  of  injury  it  has  done,  as  it  is  impossible  to  got  a: 
at  present. 

4.  A  shot  on  starboard  side,  just  abaft  fore  channels,  came  throt^h,  ^i^v- ' 
ing  two  lodger  knees,  crossing  the  deck,  striking  and  shattering  one  <jf  i 
hanging  knees,  and  struck  the  side  and  feU  on  deck. 

5.  A  shot,  just  forward  the  mainmast,  came  through,  cutting  off  the  iron  bi. 
which  is  six  inches  wide  and  one  inch  thick,  and  lodged  in  some  bags  of  5^l 
placed  to  protect  the  steam  drum.    This  shot  was  fired  from  the  ram. 

6.  A  shot  on  the  quarter,  came  through  the  plank  timber,  iron  braos  s 
eeiling,  crossed  the  wardroom  diagonally,  striking  the  mizzen-topsail  sheet  I' : 
cutting  it  in  two,  and  scattering  the  splinters  all  around,  destroying  the  «r.<> 
work  to  a  very  great  extent ;  it  then  struck  the  ceiling  on  the  port  side,  au*l 
hanging  knee,  and  fell  on  deck. 

7.  On  spar-deck,  a  shot  struck  in  the  head,  on  starboard  side,  going  thri»<. 
the  bowsprit,  and  passing  out  of  the  head  on  port  side,  shattering  tlie  v« 
work  all  around. 

8.  A  shot  on  port  side,  abreast  the  foremaat,  cutting  the  rail  in  two.  a 
passing  off  without  ftirther  damage. 

9.  A  shot  on  starboard  side,  just  abaft  fore  channels,  came  through,  an^  <:• 
abled  gun  on  port  side ;  striking  the  breach  of  the  gun,  it  glanced  and  stnick  t 
axletree,  and  went  through  the  spar-deck,  and  lodged  there. 

10.  A  shot  on  port  side,  abreast  the  mizzenmast,  and  carried  away  the  K 
davits,  timber  heads,  rail  planks,  outside  and  inside,  shattering  the  wockI  r 
great  extent,  and  damaging  the  gun  on  the  outside. 

11.  A  shot  came  through  the  bows  of  port  quarter-boats,  and  went  thrr> 
the  hammock  netting  on  starboard  side,  carrying  away  the  rail  and  bulwark 

12.  A  shot  on  the  starboard  quarter,  came  through,  and  crossed  dinKigh  rx 
deck,  diagonally,  and  went  through  the  rail  on  port  side,  tearing  away  tL^  >  * 
warks  considerably,  demolishing  the  starboard  water-closet,  and  doing  olb 
injury. 

13.  A  shot  on  port  quarter,  cutting  through  the  planksbear  of  the  thxtl 
cutting  off  sixteen  planks  of  the  deck,  and  passed  underneath,  and  out  ol  tL 
starboard,  through  toe  port  shutter. 

14.  A  shot  struck  the  hedge  anchor,  hanging  to  the  port  main  brace  Xma:; 
pin,  and  broke  it  off  just  below  the  stodc,  scarifying  the  side.  The  misseii-ti  v 
sail  sheet  bitt  on  the  starboard  side  was  stru^  by  a  piece  of  shdl*  aod  ib 
brass  cover  broken. 

15.  Outside.    We  were  struck  by  an  iron-dad  ram,  just  forward  of  the  mv .: 


•«t  , 
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t,  cnulliing  in  three  planks,  and  driving  in  the  links  of  the  chain  (which  we 
bang'  pver  the  side  for  the  protection  of  our  engine)  into  the  side.  The 
:»nt  of  this  injniy  we  conld  not  ascertain,  but  think  it  is  serious. 
6.  A  shot  under  the  transom  starboard  side  cut  off  three  planks,  and  started 
'OTtli  out  about  four  or  five  feet»  and  the  shot  remained  there.  This  is  a 
V  t*€rioua  injury,  as  much  so  as  any  we  have  received. 
Vll  these  shots  were  received  in  the  attack  upon  the  lower  forts.  In  the 
r<i^'meiit8  with  the  batteries  below  the  city  we  received  the  following 
iricd : 

I.  A  shot  on  the  starboard  bow,  came  through,  and  lodged  in  a  quantity  of 
;ring  stowed  in  the  sick  bay.    The  extent  of  injuries  we  could  not  ascertain. 
^    A  shot  struck  the  starboard  cathead,  shattering  it,  and  injuring  the  rail 
Hrard  of  it. 

Jur  fore-topsail  yard  is  badly  injured. 
We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DEWHURST, 
Acting  Master,  United  States  Navy, 
TH08.  PICKERING, 

Acting  Master, 
W.  D.  FOY,  Carpenter. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Cravbiv, 

Commanding  United  States  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn^ 

off  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

AppioTed : 

THOS.  T.  CRAVEN,  Captain, 


United  States  Stbam-Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  report  of  the  losses  in  the  boatswain's  department 
the  actions  of  Apru  24  and  25 : 
Both  mainstays  shot  away. 
One  shroud,  main  ri^;ing,  shot  away. 
<  hie  abroad,  fore  rigging,  shot  away. 
iV>wsprit  shrouds  shot  away. 
Jib  and  fljing  jib-stay s  shot  away. 
Catfall  and  shank  pointer  on  starboard  side  shot  away. 
Starboard  fore-topsail  sheet  shot  away. 

Three  coQs  of  cordage  destroyed  in  storeroom.    A  shot  is  now  lodged  in  the 
g^iig,  barricaded  in  the  ''sick  bay."    No  doubt  a  sreat  deal  of  the  gear  is 
m,  but  how  much  cannot  be  ascertained  until  it  is  broken  out. 
Main  brace  shot  away. 

Kedge  anchor  on  each  quarter  shot  away,  with  sixty  fathom  five-inch  hemp 
awder  shot  away. 
Main  brace  block  shot  away. 
Thiee  laniards,  mizzen  rigging,  shot  away. 
One  shroud,  mizzen  rigsing,  shot  away. 
I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  SELMER, 
Acting  Boatswain,  United  States  Navy, 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  United  States  Steam- Sloop  Brooklyn. 

Approved : 

THOS.  T.  CRAVEN,  Captain, 
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Report  of  Commander  S.  PkiVipi  Lee^  commanding  United  Staiet  tteam-il*'^ 

Oneida, 

UxViTBD  States  Steam-Sloop  O.vEiDAt 

New  Orleans,  AprU  26,  is*3-' 

I  report  the  part  borne  by  the  Oneida  during  the  actions  on  the  momir.c 
the  24th,  between  3  and  6  a.  m.,  with  Fort  Jackson  and  Fort  St.  Pliillp  :u 
the  rebel  gunboats,  and  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  at  noon  on  the  2otk 

ACTION   WITH   FORTS  JACKSON   AND  ST.  PHIUP. 

The  Oneida  was,  under  jour  order,  the  fourth  in  line  ahead  in  the  lead-' 
division,  which  was  instructed  by  jou  to  pass  on  the  Fort  St.  Philip  side  ana  r- 
to  fire  the  port  battery.    Hence  the  port  32s  were  shifted  to,  and  our  : 
guns  trained  on  the  starboard  side. 

The  enemy's  fire  was  very  heavy,  and  began  from  both  forts  as  soon  a?  -^ 
got  within  long  range  of  their  guns,  which  was  on  opening  the  point  a  mil*^ .. 
a  half  below  Fort  Jackson. 

I  found  it  necessary,  until  past  the  forts,  to  pilot  and  to  direct  all  opf?rj"  • : 
from  the  forecastle  after  nearing  the  opening  in  tne  barrier,  where  the  Mi:?"?i--  i 
(our  next  ahead)  seemed  at  a  stand  as  if  aground,  on  the  Fort  St.  I^ilip  -  i 
when  she  commenced  firing  her  port  battery. 

This  obstruction  to  our  passage  was  removed,  as,  caught  by  the  carrun: 
the  starboard  bow,  the  Mississippi  shot  over  to  and  rather  down  on  th  -  Y 
Jackson  side.    Then  the  Vanina  (our  next  astern)  appeared  on  our  por*  - 
and  showed  black  smoke.     The  Oneida  was  steered  in  for  the  Fort  St.  I*'- 
side,  passed  up  quickly  in  the  strong  eddy,  and  close  under  the  gtins  of  * 
fort,  (so  that  the  sparks  from  its  immense  battery  seemed  to  reach  tx>0  " 
rapidly  bolts  from  two  rifled  guns,  (we  had  no  shell  for  them,)  grape  and  cin:-' ! 
^from  the  forward  32s,  and  shrapnell  from  the  two  114nch  pivot  guns,  wbtt 
passing  this  long  line  of  works.     (It  was,  perhaps,  the  burning  of  the  ^ulri'- 
in  our  11-inch  shrapnell  which  occasionea  the  officers  in  Fort  St.  Phil.;' 
inquire,  after  the  surrender,  if  our  shells  were  not  fiUed  with  Greek  fire,) 

The  terrific  fire  from  the  heavy  batteries  of  Fort  St.  Philip  passed  ovf  r  J 
their  guns  seeming  to  be  too  much  elevated  for  out  close  position. 

ACTION  WITH  THE  GUNBOATS. 

When  just  above  the  forts  we  encountered  the  gunboats  and  transports  ox  v^\ 
enemy.  The  former,  it  seems  from  the  subsequent  reports  of  our  prisoiier>,  a  i 
tied  to  trees  along  the  steep  bank  above  Fort  St.  Philip ;  tlience  pas;>iing  •  ^ 
to  the  Fort  Jackson  side,  these  gunboats  came  down  to  meet  us.  It  was  v 
thick  from  darkness  and  smoke.  We  had  now  got  on  the  Fort  Jackson  -  'it 
A  flash  revealed  the  ram  Manassas,  gliding  down  our  port  side  below  our  jxund 
and  passing  too  close  and  swiftly,  aided  by  steam  and  the  current,  to  en;ibl(  u 
to  bring  our  heavy  guns  to  bear  on  her.  Next  came  a  gunboat  quite  near,  ui^ 
passing  from  the  Foi*t  Jackson  to  Fort  St.  Philip  side,  across  our  bow.  K  ^ 
into  it  with  a  full  head  of  steam,  and  cut  it  down  with  a  loud  crash  on  its  >:.«1 
board  quarter.  Glear  of  our  guns  in  a  moment,  it  drifted  do^^  stream  in  \^ 
darkness.  We  now  slowed  down,  and  afterwards  used  the  steam  as  noci-^-  tr 
to  get  or  keep  position  in  fighting  the  gunboats,  firing  right  and  left  into  th.:. 
as  we  could  ascertain  (from  other  indications  than  black  smoke,  on  art'onni  <ii 
the  Varuna)  that  we  were  not  firing  into  one  of  our  steamers ;  foreborc  t^t  laxi 
into  those  steamers  that  appeared  to  be  river  transports,  and  ceased  firing:  ui^4 
others  when  they  made  no  return. 


BEPOBT   OF   THE   8ECHETARY   OF    THE  NAVY.  449 

In  till?  manner  we  fired  into  and  passed  several  rebel  boats  on  tbe  riglit  bank, 
irino;^  it  for  those  who  came  after  to  pick  up  the  prizes.  A  black  gunboat 
(h  two  masts — ^a  converted  sea  steamer — ^ran  ahead  after  a  brief  contest.  At 
Dtrar  dajbreak  we  found  the  Cayuga  onour  port  side.  After  consultation  with 
tptaiu  £^ulej»  we  concluded  to  wait  for  the  fleet  to  come  up  and  form  in  order, 
ipfjiin  Bailey  afterwards  hailed  that  the  Varuna  might  be  ahead.  Looked  for 
r  )>iit  conld  not  make  her  out,  and  received  reports  from  the  first  lieutenant 
A  the  officer  on  the  forecastle  that  she  was  not  in  sight.  When  we  had  steamed 
w\t*  in  more  ahead  of  the  Cayuga,  saw  her  general  signal  No.  80,  but  as  there 
L*  nothing  in  sight  of  us  needing  assistance,  supposed  the  signal  to  refer  to 
m<;  vcpsel  astern  of  Cayuga.  Moving  ahead,  reconnoitring,  came  up  with 
iai  in  the  gray  of  tfie  morning  appeared  to  be  a  fort,  but  what,  on  nearer 
ftroach,  proved  to  be  a  rebel  camp  on  the  right  bank,  with  a  large  rebel  flag 
'htj:  over  it.  Fired  into  it,  but  no  reply  was  made,  no  one  was  seen  moving, 
^i  tiie  camp  seemed  deserted.  Passed  on,  leaving  the  trophy  flag  flying,  and 
m  rt^'cived  a  report  that  the  Varuna  was  ahead,  and  that  the  enemy  was  try- 
j  t(»  board  her.  Went  ahead  with  all  speed  to  her  assistance.  Approaching 
l>i<ily,  saw  the  Varuna  ashore  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  where  she  had 
All  driven  by  two  rebel  gunboats.  At  5.30  a.  m.  fired  on  one  of  them,  the 
nek  ^onboat,  oar  previous  acquaintance,  with  the  forecastle  rifle  gun.  He  had 
I'U'a  his  jib  (his  wheel-ropes  being  gone)  and  was  trying  to  escape  up  river, 
i  h'.itfa  rebel  gunboats,  finding  they  could  not  get  away,  ran  on  shore — ^the 
ack  one,  which  proved  to  be  the  Governor  Moore,  Commander  Kennon,  on  the 

fi  iiank,  above  the  Varuna,  and  the ,  (name  yet  unknown,)  on  the  right 

ilk,  opposite  the  Varuna,  with  her  head  up  stream.  After  we  had  driven  them 
lufTH  iheir  crews  deserted,  but  not  before  setting  fire  to  their  vessels. 
With  oar  boats,  captured  Commander  Kennon,  (formerly  of  our  navy,)  one 
V*  litfQtenant  of  artillery,  one  chief  engineer,  and  fourteen  of  the  crew  of  the 
-^vt/mor  Moore ;  also,  a  rebel  signal-book  and  some  official  papers,  showing 
Lit  tiic*  rebel  gunboats  were  ordered  to  ram  our  vessels  and  to  distinguish  them- 
tvt>  by  showing  lights,  which  they  must  soon  have  found  prudent  to  haul . 
'w  n.  Seeing  that  die  Varuna  was  sinking,  sent  our  boats  and  went  to  her 
^iftancc.  Brought  on  board  Oneida  the  first  lieutenant,  two  acting  masters, 
'»  mates*  and  forty  petty  officers  and  seamen  of  the  Varuna,  and  sent  ten 
Hm>»  seven  of  whom  were  wounded,  to  the  Pensacola. 
TIj**  Varuna  had  been  rammed  and  badly  stove  by  both  of  these  rebel  gun- 
^iLr,  which  had  kept  with  or  after  her  up  river,  and  she  was  filling,  with  her 
:>cnzine  flooded,  when  the  Oneida  drove  off  her  assailants,  prevented  her  offi- 
•  And  crew  from  being  captured,  and  was  received  by  them  with  loud  and 
-nj  cheen. 

'Hie  Caynga,  (Captain  Bailey's  flag,)  also  cheered  the  Oneida  heartily  for 
((tortanelT  coming  to  his  support  that  morning. 


BATTLE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

In  the  action  of  the  25th,  the  Oneida,  being  next  to  the  Pensacola,  shared  in 
'  MfostI  engagement  with  Fort  Cbalmctte,  on  the  famous  old  battle-ground. 
'"  entire  action  lasted  but  10  minutes.. 

TL<*  foclosed  report  of  the  surgeon  shows  the  extent  of  our  loss  to  be  but 
^  r  in^rsons  slightly  wounded  in  these  three  actions. 

}  'tx  Jackson  sent  a  heavy  shell  through  our  port  side  and  coal  bunker,  (which 
*  r.ill  of  coal,)  the  shell  falling,  and  fortunately,  without  exploding,  on  our 
n!i-d«k. 


8 ^29 
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The  gunboats  gare  ub  one  glancing  shot  on  the  atarboard  bow  and  a  qtiatit 
of  grape,  mostly  on  the  starboard  side. 

The  officers  and  men  of  mj  command  displayed  conrage,  eoolness,  and  .-k 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

s.  phiLlUps  lee. 

Command  ijt  J 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Western  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Commander  Samuel  Swarttcout,  United  States  sloop-of'tcar  P-. 

mouth. 

United  States  Sloop-of-War  Portsmoitth, 

Off  Pilot  Town,  Mississippi  River,  April  2S,  IS^:.' 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I  got  under  way  at  3.30  a.  m.  ov 
24th  instant,  and  proceeded  toward  Fort  Jackson,  in  tow  of  the  Bteamer  »T- 
son,  for  the  purpose  of  enfilading  that  fort,  to  draw  their  fire  from  your  5(^u-  . 
whilst  passing  by.     Upon  arriving  at  the  position  desis;nated  by  you  in- 
directions to  Lieutenant  Johnson,  I  ordered  the  ship  to  be  anchored,  and  h 
spring  run  out,  to  breast  her  broadside  to.     I  had  scarcely  accomplish  *  •! 
when  a  very  brisk  and  galling  fire,  with  shell  and  solid  shot,  was  opent-d  k 
the  ship  from  a  masked  water  battery  only  a  few  hundred  yards  distant,  xv 
completely  concealed  from  our  view  that  we  could  only  judge  of  its  local   • 
the  flashes  from  the  rebel  guns.     We  returned  their  fire  with  as  much  pn^  i 
as  we  could  under  the  circumstances,  but  with  what  effect  I  have  been  ui 
to  ascertain.     After  firing  one  round  from  my  port  battery  and  four  roun«l.-  r 
my  Parrott  gun,  the  spring  was  shot  away,  and  the  ship  swung  around,  s^    * 
I  was  unable  to  bring  any  of  my  guns  to  bear  upon  Fort  Jackson  or  tht*  ^  • 
battery.     By  this  time  the  rebels  had  got  their  range,  and  were  dropping  :bi 
shell  and  shot  with  great  rapidity  all  around  and  close  to  the  ehip,  n^iii  r 
them  cutting  away  the  rigging  just  above  our  heads.     A  68-ponndeT  5c»il'J 
was  thrown  on  board,  falling  upon  the  spar-deck,  just  under  the  top-pi 
forecastle,  tearing  away  the  plank  about  ten  feet,  splitting  one  of  the  U 
and  in  its  passage  striking  Jonn  Hancock,  seaman,  in  the  left  leg,  shatton: 
so  much  as  to  render  amputation  necessary.     He  has  since  died  of  hid  « 
Finding  that  the  ship  was  a  target  for  the  enemy's  batteries,  without  beiiic 
to  bring  my  guns  to  bear,  and,  as  the  squadron  had  passed  the  forts,  the  . ' 
of  my  visit  was  accomplished,  I  reluctantly  gave  the  order  to  slip  the  i 
and  was  soon  drifted  out  of  range  of  the  rebel  guns  by  the  wind  and  ti«i. 
cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  bravery,  coolness,  and  subordiaat. 
the  officers  and  crew  upon  this  trying  occasion. 

Commander  Porter  called  to  see  me  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  in*: 
and,  upon  consultation,  we  decided  that  the  most  judicious  course  would  i" 
all  the  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  his  most  powerful  stcamiT 
drop  down  to  this  anchorage,  under  my  protection,  so  that  in  case  any  <  t 
rams  and  fire-rai\s  should  escape  his  steamers  this  ship  could  arrest  thvir 
*gress  here. 

Having  received  the  glorious  tidings  to-day  that  Forts  Jackson  and  Pi 
have  surrendered  to  Commander  Porter,  I  have  concluded  to  proceed  v: 
river  again,  in  order  to  recover,  if  possible,  the  cable  and  anchor  which  I  -' 
on  the  24th  instant,  and  als^o  to  render  all  the  assistance  in  my  power.     I 
just  received  intelligence  from  Ship  island  that  Lieutenant  Comniandinj:  A 
Bead,  of  the  steamer  New  London,  is  in  a  critical  situation,  a«  there  ^j^ 
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)d  steamers  preparing  to  attack  him.    T  will  therefore  order  one  of  onr  gun- 
Mi  to  proceed  with  all  despatch  to  his  assistance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  SWARTWOUT,  Commander. 
Hag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces,  Western  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


United  States  Steamer  Mississippi, 

Mississippi  River,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  injuries  sustained  by  this  ship  in  the  engage- 
rntH  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  the 
)*>I  pimboats,  the  ram  Manassas,  and  the  batteries  below  the  city  of  New 
Ifun?,  are  not  of  a  very  serious  nature. 

Ten  shots  were  received,  eight  of  which  passed  entirely  through  the  ship, 
ic  nm  Manassas  likewise  inflicted  an  extensive  wound  on  the  port  quarters, 
l<>w  the  water  line.  All  these  injuries  can  be  temporarily  remeaied,  with  the 
c«'ptioQ  of  the  latter,  and  the  severe  damage  done  to  the  outer  shaft-bearing 
il  mizzc^n  mast.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  my  disabled  machinery,  and  a 
miii^  steamer  that  was  drifting  down  upon  us,  did  not  allow  me  to  take,  the 
miHUi  in  tow  after  her  surrender,  thereby  preserving  her  in  intact  for  our 
Q  Ui»n,  09  the  engines  were  still  in  operation  when  my  boats,  with  an  engineer 
•I  cn*w,  boarded  her.  At  this  time  it  became  necessary  to  recall  my  boats, 
Ml  I  directed  her  to  be  set  on  fire,  and  then  so  riddled  her  with  shot  that  she 
^  'iislodged  from  the  bank  and  drifted  below  the  forts,  when  she  blew  up, 
•1  Muk. 

I  n*:5pectfully  refer  yon  to  the  accompanying  report  of  Surgeon  R.  F.  Mac- 
un  for  the  casualties  that  occurred  among  the  crew,  and  to  the  enclosed  state- 
fiit«  of  the  carpenter  and  gunner  of  the  damages  to  the  vessels  and  the 
;":Ti(llture  of  ammunition. 

»  liHVQ  much  pleasure  in  ipentioning  the  efficient  service  rendered  by  Execu-r 
f*  <)dicer  Geo.  Dewey,  who  kept  the  vessel  in  her  station  during  the  engage- 
Qt.  a  task  exceedingly  difficult  from  the  darkness  and  thick  smoke  that 
vrjf»ped  Qg  from  the  fire  of  our  vessel  and  the  burning  gunboats.. 
I  wnnid  also  refer,  in  terms  of  praise,  to  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and 
'li  Tinder  my  command.  As  I  consider  that  all  the  vessels  under  fire  did  their 
aion  to  subdue  the  enemy  and  destroy  his  defences,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
^T  into  any  further  detail  of  the  exploits  performed  by  the  Mississippi,  as  we 
I  iiju*t  share  alike  in  the  honor  of  your  victory. 
V«»ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Commander  United  States  Navy. 
ni|-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Division,  Chilf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Mississippi, 

Mississippi  River,  April  26,  1862. 

•^ft:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  to  report  the  following  injuries 
•-  JTcyl  by  this  ship  in  the  engagements  with  Forts  Jackson  aud  St.  Philip, 
^*'*<H)t»,  rams,  &c.,  on  the  24th  aiid  25th  instant,  viz  : 
A  frhoi  on  starboard  side,  through  quarter  ports,  carrying  away  after  frame 
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and  a  portion  of  berthing  np,  going  tbrougli  the  pliip  and  carrying  away  n.ir 
channels  on  port  side ;  a  shot  on  starboard  quarter,  alongside  the  after  air-p 
passing  through  the  ehip,  between  two  after  air-ports  on  port  side ;    a  ■ 
through  starboard  hammock  nettings;  starboard  guard  injured  by  a  hli< 
forward  part;   a  shot  under  guard   beam,  carryitig  away  a  large  p-'Xti*- 
same ;   a  shot  through  upper  part  of  starboard  wheel-house,  carrying  away 
A  brace ;   a  shot  under  centre  of  fore-channels,  one  foot  above  the  co}>i  t 
port  side,  and  landing  on  the  engine  room  floor;   a  shot  in  hammock  ij«*t* 
in  wake  of  mainmast ;  two  shots  through  first  cutter,  on  port  side,  in  m-  i-^ 
mainmast;  a  shot  through  mizzen  mast,  twelve  feet  above  the  deck.     I:r, 
received  by  the  ram  on  port  quarter,  cutting  four  streaks  of  plank  «m.\m 
long,  and,  in  some  places,  four  inches  deep,  and  the  heads  of  filty  copper   - 

On  the  26th,  by  collision,  lost  jib-boom  and  whiskers. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GEEEN,   Carprn 

Commander  Melancton  Smith, 

Commandivg  Mississippi, 


Report  of  Commander  Charles  S.  Boggs,  United  States  steamer  Varunc 

United  States  Steam  Gunboat  Gaii'ua, 

At  sea,  May  8,  1^ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  duplicate  of  the  report  of  y 
mander  Boggs,  late  of  the  Vanma,  and  attached  to  my  division  of  the  at:.i 
force.  This  gallant  officer  came  up  to  my  support  when  I  had  more  < : 
enemy's  steamers  attacking  me  than  I  could  well  attend  to.  I  aft^^mari*- 
him  in  conflict  with  three  of  the  enemy's  steamers,  and  directed  Conjiu-. 
Xee,  of  the  Oneida,  to  go  to  his  support,  which  he  did  in  the  uxo^i  d.i^' 
manner. 

Commander  13oggs's  description  of  the  loss  of  his  vessel  I  believe  U) 
.accurate.     I  saw  him  bravely  flghtiug,  his  guns  level  with  the  wat^r.  :i5 
vessel  gradually  sank  undeiiieath,  leaving  her  bow  resting  on  the  fLon; 
above  water. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  BAILEY,  Cajfu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  Washington, 


United  States  Gunboat  Caylga, 

May  5,  IH 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  (with  slight  verbal  alteration) 
Tery  hasty  report  drawn  up  at  the  last  moment  and  Bent  to  the  fl^i^n 
My  absence  on  special  duty  immediately  after  the  action,  and  the  uect*>ci 
forwarding  it  immediately,  before  the  sailing  of  this  vessel,  must  be  my  ( ^ 
for  not  forwarding  it  through  you,  my  immediate  commander,  who  so  gall 
led  the  van  of  the  division  to  whiclrthe  Varuna  waa  attached. 
Very  respectfully, 

^  CHARLES  S.  BOGGS. 
Commander  United  States  Kc 
Captain  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  First  Division  of  Gunboats. 
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Umted  States  Steamer  Brooklyn, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  29,  1862. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  after  passing  the  batteries  with  the 
rimer  Varuna,  under  my  command,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  finding  my 
•^^l  &mi<l  a  nest  of  rebel  steamers,  I  started  ahead,  delirenng  her  fire,  both 
art»iani  and  port,  at  everj  one  that  she  passed.  The  first  on  her  starboard 
•131  that  received  her  fire  appeared  to  be  crowded  with  troops.  Her  boiler 
u  f'Xploded,  and  she  drifted  to  the  shore.  In  like  manner  three  other  vessels, 
i«*  of  them  a  gunboat,  were  driven  ashore  in  fiames,  and  afterwards  blew  up. 

At  6  «u  m.  the  Varuna  was  attacked  by  the  Morgan,  iron-clad  about  the  bow, 
wmanded  by  Beverly  Kenuon,  an  ex-naval  officer.  This  vessel  raked  ub 
•m{r  the  port  gangway,  killing  four  and  wounding  nine  of  the  crew,  butting 
»»  Varuna  on  the  quarter  and  again  on  the  starboard  side.  I  managed  to  get 
irce  fji:?bt'inch  shells  into  her  abaft  her  armor,  as  also  several  shots  from  the 
Vr  rifled  gun,  when  she  dropped  out  of  action  partially  disabled. 

While  still  engaged  with  her,  another  rebel  steamer,  iron-clad,  with  a  prow 
fiii«T  water,  struck  us  in  the  port  gangway,  doing  considerable  damage.  Our 
K»t  glanced  from  her  bow.  She  backed  off  for  another  blow,  and  struck  again 
k  tht*  .«ame  place,  crushing  in  the  side ;  but  by  going  ahead  fast,  the  concussion 
«fw  her  bow  around,  and  I  was  able,  with  the  port  guns,  to  give  her,  while 
ii««  alongside,  five  eight-inch  shells  abaft  her  armor.  This  settled  her,  and 
r*Te  ber  ashore  in  flames.  Finding  the  Varuna  sinking,  I  ran  her  into  the 
'*■'  c,  let  go  the  anchor,  and  tied  up  to  the  trees. 

Dnring  all  this  time  the  guns  were  actively  at  work  crippling  the  Morgan, 
X<h  w;is  making  feeble  efforts  to  get  up  steam.  The  fire  was  kept  up  until 
l-  waUr  was  over  the  gun-trucks,  when  I  turned  my  attention  to  getting  the 
•"Htided  and  crew  out  of  the  vessel.  The  Oneida,  Captain  Lee,  seeing  the 
•'wlitiou  of  the  Varuna,  had  rushed  to  her  assistance,  but  I  waived  her  on,  and 
!u'  Morgan  surrendered  to  her,  the  vessel  in  flames.  I  have  since  learned  that 
'HT  fii\y  of  her  crew  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  she  was  set  on  fire  by  her 
*mmjandcr,  who  burned  his  wounded  with  his  vessel. 

I  cannot  award  too  much  praise  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Varuna  for  the 
M*  manner  in  which  they  supported  me  and  their  coolness  under  such  ex- 
"titig  circumstances,  particularly  when  extinguishing  fire,  having  been  set  on 
vr  ivice  during  the  action  by  shells. 

In  fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  the  Varuna  was  struck  she  was  on  the  bot- 
'''m,  with  only  her  top-gallant  forecastle  out  of  water.  The  officers  and  crew 
l«*t  everything  they  possessed,  no  one  thinking  of  leaving  his  station  until 
iirivf>n  thence  by  the  water.  I  trust  the  attention  of  the  department  will  be 
Ciil^d  to  their  loss,  and  compensation  made  to  those  who  have  lost  their  all. 

The  crew  were  taken  off  by  the  different  vessels  of  the  fleet  as  fast  as  they 
vr.XbA,  and  are  now  distributed  through  the  squadron.  The  wounded  have 
'"•n  »«!nt  to  the  Pensacola. 

1  voald  particularly  commend  to  the  notice  of  the  department  Oscar  Peck, 
•^ond  cLksd  boy,  and  powder  boy  of  the  after  rifle,  whose  coolness  and  intre- 
V'irty  attracted  the  attention  of  all  hands.  A  fit  reward  for  such  services  would 
I*-  -in  appointment  at  the  naval  school. 

Tuc  marines,  although  new  recruits,  more  than  maintained  the  reputation  of 

•)»«  K-flp^    Tlieir  galling  fire  cleared  the  Morgan's  rifled  gun,  and  prevented  a 

^-ff  tition  of  her  murderous  fire.    Four  of  the  marines  were  wounded,  one  I  fear 

ciiriaily, 

•>»  fioon  as  the  crew  were  saved  I  reported  to  you  in  person,  and  within  an 
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hour  left  in  the   only  remaining  boat  belonging  to  the  Varuna,   with  \< 
despatches  for  General  Butler,  returning  with  him  yesterday  aflemoon. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  S.  BOGGS. 
Commander  United  States  Xar^. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lietitefiant  CH,  Swasej/,  executive  officer  of  United  States  stc-j.. 

Varuna. 

United  States  Steamer  Brooklyn, 

Off' New  Orleans,  AprU  29,  IS*  J 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  beg  leave  to  Bubmit  the  folL.'.- 
report : 

On  the  night  of  the  24th,  after  all  hands  had  been  called  to  quarters,  I  v:  - 
the  different  divisions  to  see  that  all  the  men  were  at  their  stations  aiirl  r 
for  action.     From  the  time  of  lifting  our  anchor  until  we  arrived  at  the  fnrt- . 
men  were  quiet  and  orderly  at  their  stations.     When  abreast  of  Uk'  t'^ri- 
fired  the  starboard  battery,  in  broadside,  thfu  loaded  with   five-secoud  >1 
After  the  first  discharge  we  loaded  and  fired  with  grape  and  canni3ter,a£  rj}-. 
as  possible,  according  to  orders  received  from  you. 

On  arriving  above  the  forts,  and  clear  of  their  fire,  we  found  ourselves  ati 
a  number  of  the  enemy's  gunboats,  which  commenced  at  once  to  open  fb-  - 
us.     The  order  was  then  given  to  "work  both  sides,"  and  to  load  with  \r^\- 
Our  guns  were  trained  for  extreme  lateral  train  forward,  and  as  we  Vtrr.u. 
them  to  bear  successively  on  the  enemy's  vessels,  ranged  in  succession  on  <  : 
side  of  the  river,  we  fired,  the  guns  having  been  first  pointed  with  the  pp.  •> 
care.     As  far  as  my  own  observation  showed  me,  in  no  case  did  we  li.i?^  ' 
object  aimed  at,  and  the  effect  of  our  firing  seemed  to  keep  the  enemy  a! 
During  all  this  time  the  forward  and  after  pivots  were  doing  all  in  tlieir  j"" 
to  injure  the  enemy.     Finding  that  we  were  getting  too  far  from  the  enemy  : 
the  use  of  grape,  we  loaded  with  five-second  shell  and  fired.     One  iif  ['•  - 
shells  struck  a  steamer,  and,  bursting,  carried  away  his  port  wheel-hou^^t'  :r 
exploded  his  boiler.     Three  other  steamers  were  set  on  fire  and  driven  s.-ii  •• 
by  our  shells. 

We  had  passed  nearly  through  the  fleet  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  wLt^n  v 
difccovered  one  of  them,  then  engaging  the  Oneida,  heading  for  us,  appanvn'" 
with  the  intention  of  running  us  down.     Owing  to  the  small  amount  «tf  j^U"* 
we  then  had  (17  pounds)  he  soon  began  to  come  up  with  us,  «md  finally  strix  * 
lis  twice — once  abreast  the  mainmast  and  again  abreast  the  smoke-stack.    H 
did  not  escape  the  second  time  without  receiving  the  contents  of  the  starh"-.^ 
broadside,  which,  as  the  captain  afterwards  told  me,  swept  his  decks  of  n»'.i:  > 
every  living  object.     Before  striking  us  he  fired  his  forward  gun — a  ritl«  il  ^'^ 
pounder — which  raked  our  decks,  killing  three  men  and  wounding  several.    I 
to  this  time  we  had  passed  the  forts  and  gunboats  without  having  a  singlr  tn 
injured,  although  the  ship  had  been  struck  several  times.     The  ?teaiuor  ih 
first  struck  us,  I  have  since  learned,  was  the  Governor  Moore,  iron-clad  on  ^M' 
bow,  and  commanded  by  Beverly  Kennon,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  Unit  ^ 
States  service. 

Hardly  had  we  recovered  from  the  shock  of  these  two  blows  before  we  w<- 
struck  on  the  port  quarter  by  a  vessel,  the  Stonewall  Jackson,  constmct^'J  t '•* 
this  purpose.     We  received  so  much  injury  from  this  blow,  and  Mre  mailo  *  * 
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ich  water,  that  it  waa  impossible  to  keep  the  vessel  afloat,  and  she  was  run 
>'>pp.  and  every  effort  maae  to  save  the  wounded  and  crew,  which  I  am  happy 
-ly  was  accomplished,  with  the  friendly  aid  of  the  boats  of  the  vessels  then 

litre  let  me  pause  for  a  moment,  while  we  reflect  upon  the  unadaptedness  of 
u»  n:hunt-built  vessel  for  war  purposes,  particularly  such  as  the  Varuna  was 
!I».n1  to  take  part  in.  Had  we  been  built  with  that  strength  which  all  the  other 
>i*:l»  possessed,  and  the  need  of  which  becomes  more  apparent  to  the  mind 
tJie  naval  officer  each  day,  we  would  yet  be  afloat,  off  the  city  of  New  Or- 
UI.M.  Suet  vessels  may,  perhaps,  do  for  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  blockade, 
id  I  think  it  is  yet  a  question  whether  they  will  or  not ;  but  certainly  they 
"  not  fit  to  trust  lives  and  property  on,  to  engage  works  of  the  strongest  mag- 

IU(lt\ 

llie  Governor  Moore  was  subsequently  run  ashore  and  burnt  by  her  com- 
auiler,  now  a  prisoner.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  effect  of  our  shot  and  tTiat 
tW  Oneida  forced  him  to  this  extremity.  Nor  did  the  other  vessel  get  off 
itlmut  feeling  the  effect  of  our  battery,  as  we  fired  into  her  twice.  Of  the  ex- 
\iX  of  Ucr  injuries,  I  have  not  been  aole  to  learn;  at  any  rate  she  ran  ashore, 
Oil  was  burnt.  Our  ship  kept  up  a  continual  fire  on  these  two  vessels  until 
!'■  water  drove  the  men  from  their  guns. 

I  de^i^o  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few  of  the  oflScers  and  men  whose  conduct 
li  under  my  own  personal  observation.  Acting  Assistant  Masters  Ghilds  and 
.  <«ivAnl  fonght  their  guns  with  coolness  and  precision,  and  were  never  absent 
^finj  required.  I  reconynend  them  to  your  consideration,  as  well  as  Master's 
{'  U'j  Bt'vens  and  Foster,  who  fought  with  great  bravery,  being  an  example  of 
:t*j]Lr5«  and  determination  to  the  men.  Messrs.  Blauvclt  and  Fitch  deserve  the 
u^T^Att'Si  praise  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  served  their  divisions. 
jl».  Umiy,  and  in  fact  the  whole  engineer's  department,  should  come  in  also 
-  '^  «  full  share  of  praise,  as  there  was  no  possible  delay,  but  each  vied  with  the 
'li.r  10  do  his  best.  I  would  particularly  recommend  that  Mr.  Fortune  be 
Vr"^»ited  in  the  regular  service,  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  he  delivered 
|> '«  Jer  during  the  action.  On  the  part  of  the  men,  I  would  call  your  attention 
t'»  Bounie,  McKnight,  Martin,  and  Greene,  captains  of  guns,  who  did  their  duty 
•W..a<rli  the  thickest  of  the  fight  with  great  coolness  and  danger  to  the  enemy. 
N  T  would  I  forget  the  two  brave  men,  McGowan  and  Bradley,  who  stood  at 
*'.  wheel  the  whole  of  the  time,  although  guns  were  raking  the  decks  from 
*«  tuml  them.  Hieir  position  was  one  of  the  most  responsible  on  the  ship,  and 
'^••y  did  their  duty  to  the  utmost.  George  HoUat  and  Oscar  E  Peck  I  desire 
-'•»>  to  mention,  as  deserving  great  praise.  If  any  names  have  been  omitted 
Uut  should  have  been  mentioned,  it  is  not  because  they  do  not  deserve  such 
mention,  but  because  their  conduct  did  not  fall  under  my  immediate  attention. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  surviving  this  battle, 
jii»n  which,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  none  more  glorious  in  history,  and  on  the 
-•iftd^me  manner  in  which  you  handled  your  ship  while  passing  the  forts  and 
''iiilti  chased  by  the  enemy.  Tour  example,  too,  did  much  to  help  and  encourage 
th-  cnrw  during  the  action.  Although  you  have  lost  your  ship  by  an  xmavoid- 
*-'»?•  Occident,  you  have  the  consciousness  of  having  done  your  duty  to  your 
"^mitry  as  far  as  lay  in  your  power,  and  I  hope  she  will  reward  you  for  it. 
^••nuit  me  to  thank  vou  for  the  many  kindnesses  received  at  your  hands  while 
^fl'i'T  your  command,  and  I  desire  to  express  the  regrets  of  the  crew  at  losing 
*  (vmmander  under  whom  they  enjoyed  many  pleasant  hours. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servient, 

C.  H.  SWASEY, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer* 
^*ptttin  Charles  S.  Booos, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Varuna, 
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Report  of  Commander  John  J)e  Camp,  United  Si/itet  steamer  IroqwU. 

United  States  Stbambb  Iroquois, 
Off  New  Orleans,  May  3,  In.::, 

SiE:  I  beg  to  Bubmit  the  following  report  respecting  our  engagemeni  w 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  and  a  fleet  of  rebel  steamers  and  rams  in  i 
river,  April  24tb  and  25th. 

The  Iroquois,  being  on  picket  duty  during  the  night  of  the  24 th,  and  I'  :: 
about  one  mUe  in  advance  of  the  squadron,  we  observed  the  signal  for  xr. 
made  on  board  the  flag-ship  at  about  3  a.  m.     Soon  afler,  the  ship  of  xh:  ti* 
division  having  psssed  ahead,  we  fell  into  our  place,  astern  of  the  Scioti,  .i 
stood  towards  the  forts.     At  4  a.  m.  we  were  hotlj  engaged  with  the  tortt,  -^ 
shortly  after  a  ram  and  the  rebel  gunboat  McCrea  came  upon  our  qnarte r  . . 
astern  of  us  and  poured  into  the  Iroquois  a  most  destnictive  fire  cd  grap-1 
and  langrage,  part  of  which  was  copper  slugs;  a  great  many  of  thcmu.r 
found  on  our  decks  after  the  action.     >Ve  succeeded  in  getting  one  ll-iuch  -1. 
into  the  McCrea,  and  one  stand  of  canister,  which  drove  her  from  us,     Wt  •  - 
fered  severely  from  the  rakhig  cross-fire  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  but  Fort  Jack: 
inflicted  no  injury,  although  we  passed  within  fifty  yards  of  its  guns. 

Passing  the  forts,  we  were  beset  by  five  or  six  rebel  steamers.     We  gave  t  a- 
a  broadside  of  shell  as  we  passed,  and  the  most  of  them  were  entirely  dectn^y' 
Four  miles  above  the  forts  we  captured  the  enemy's  gunboat  No.  3,  annetl  v::; 
one  2 4 -pound  brass  howitzer,  and  well  supplied  with  «mall  arms,  fixed  amniu 
nition,  sails,  &c.     At  this  point  we  also  captured  about  forty  soldiers,  incluii  . 
Lieutenant  Henderson,  of  the  rebel  army.     These  men  were  paroled  and  lasu- 
at  New  Orleans.     Some  of  them  were  so  badly  wounded  that  I  sent  tht  n  *. 
the  hospital  w^ithout  parole;  ihey  will  not  trouble  us  again  very  eoou,  I  thi  ■ 
Anchoring,  by  order,  at  9  p.  m.,  we  were  again  under  way  at  daylight  ou  . 
25th,  and,  in  company  with  the  squadron,  stood  up  the  river.     At  Chaliu'  '* 
we  encountered  two  rebel  batteries,  but  their  attempt  to  annoy  us  scarct^ly  li 
serves  the  name  of  a  battle.     Some  people  on  shore  fired  a  ftjw  musket  sL  rt-  - 
us,  but  our  marines  soon  dispersed  them,  and  thus  ended  the  battle  of  X  • 
Orleans. 

The  greatest  praise  I  can  bestow  upon  the  officers  of  the  Iroquois  is  to  ^'  ■ 
that  they  all  did  their  duty,  and  each  one  of  them  always  expressed  hi?  d* 'a- 
mination  to  conquer.  The  crew  and  marines  behaved  with  spirit  and  gallanirr 
which  we  may  always  expect  in  well-drilled  Americans. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  large.     One  mau-if ' 
mate  and  ^\ii  seamen  and  two  marines  are  killed,  and  twenty-four  wound' 
Mr.  George  W.  Cole,  master's  mate,  was  killed  by  a  cannon  shot,  and  he  «li<  '> 
bravely,  shouting  to  the  men  not  to  mind  him,  but  go  on  with  their  guuB. 

The  Iroquois  is  badly  injured  m  her  hull,  but  her  masts  and, spars  are  S'^u:/. 
except  the  uowsprit  and  jibboom.     These  are  hit  with  lai^e  shot;  aU  our  b^'^ 
are  smashed,  and  the  most  of  them  are  not  worth  repairs. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DE  CAMP. 
Commander  United  States  Xarii. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans.  L^- 
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Report  of  Commander  Jama  Alien,  United  States  steamer  Richmond. 

United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 

Of  New  Orleans,  April  27,  1862, 

i^lR:  In  accordance  with  your  instmctions,  I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  the 
lit* wain's  and  carpenter's  reports  of  the  damage  done  to  this  vessel  hy  the 
ktniy's  shot  daring  the  engagement  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  on  the 
r>ming  of  the  24th  instant.  The  list  of  casualties  I  have  already  forwarded 
70a ;  it  18  very  small,  there  heing  but  two  killed  and  four  wounded.  Much 
j^iry  to  the  men,  I  am  sure,  was  saved  by  a  carefully -prepared  "  splinter  net- 
n;?.'*  At  one  point  between  the  guns  the  netting  was  forced  out  to  its  utmost 
u-irtii;  indeed,  large  pieces  of  plank  were  thus  {irevented  from  sweeping  the 
^tk,  and  perhaps  destroying  tlie  men  at  the  guns.     I  would  therefore  recom- 

•  nd  that,  in  our  future  operations,  these  simple  "  pain-savers  "  or  "  life-pre- 
rrf.Tf  '•  be  adopted  in  the  other  ships  of  the  fleet. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  another  simple  and  very  effective 
HHi-dient  which  was  resorted  to  on  board  this  vessel  to  obtain  light — ^an  ele- 
^.ut  eo  essential  in  a  night  attack  on  board  ship.  The  deck  and  gun-carriages 
»T».*  w/iiteweishcd  fore  and  aft,  and  it  was  truly  wonderful  to  note  the  difference ; 
h'Tt'  before  all  was  darkness  now  side-tackle,  falls,  handspikes,  ammunition, 
Oil,  indeed,  everything  of  the  kind  about  the  decks,  was  plainly  visible  by  the 
mtrart.  This  idea  being  so  novel,  and,  at  the  same  time,  eflective,  I  trust  it 
li]  receive,  through  you,  the  notice  it  deserves,  so  that  when  others  €  re  driven 

•  <h<*  dire  necessity  of  a  night  attack  they  may  have  all  the  advantages  the 
Nciirery  insures. 

We  had  much  difficulty  in  groping  our  way  through  that  "  fiery  channel," 
IT  fhip  being  so  slow,  and  the  enemy  was  met  in  the  "  worst  form  for  our  pro- 
'*-'i(in."  but  the  hand  of  a  kind  Providence  gave  us  the  victory.  No  men  could 
»iiave  lietter  throughout  that  terrible  ordeal  than  the  crew  of  this  vessel  did. 
It  tliankii  for  support  ave  due  to  them  and  the  officers  generally.  I  am  espe- 
wllj  indebted  to  Mr.  Terry,  our  second  lieutenant,  for  his  ready  and  intelligent 
D^  in  the  management  of  the  ship  during  the  action ;  but  to  Mr.  Cummin gs, 
i'QT  first  lieutenant,  are  mainly  due,  as  far  as  this  ship  is  concerned,  the  hand- 
'••nio  results  of  that  morning.  By  his  cool  and  intrepid  conduct  the  batteries 
'T're  made  to  do  their  whole  duty,  and  not  a  gun  was  pointed  nor  a  shot  sent 
^^ihont  its  mark.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Bogart,  my  clerk,  who  took  the 
•Iwe  of  Mr.  John  B.  Bradley,  master's  mate,  who  was  shot  down  at  my  side 
If  liile  gallantly  performing  his  duty  as  my  aid. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMES  ALDEN,  Commander. 
Flag^lfficer  D.  G.  Farragi/t, 

Commanding  Western  Chdf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 

Off  New  Orleaus,  April  27. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  injuries  to  our  rigging  in  the 
i^don  of  the  24th  instant :  Two  shrouds,  port  main  rigging,  cut  through  by  shot ; 
'ot:  shroud,  starboard  rigging,  cut  through  by  shot;  one  shroud,  port  fore  rig- 
^?*  cut  through  by  shot ;  one  main-topmast  backstay  cut  through  by  shot ; 
<jtie  uiainslay,  (slightly,)  stranded  by  shot ;  one  connecting  link  of  screw,  main- 
^'pma^t  backstay,  shot  away ;  one  cat£Edl  and  block  shattered  by  a  shot ;  one 
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ring-stopper,  (chain,)  sBot  away ;  one  fore  pendant  tackle,  upper  block.  ^1; 
away ;  one  main  tiysail  halliaraB  shot  away. 
Respectftdly,  &c.,  &c., 

ISAAC  T.  CHOATE,  BaaUirain. 
Lieutenant  A.  B.  Cummings, 

Executive  Officevy  Steamer  Richmond, 


United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 

New  Orleaiu,  April  27. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  atate  the  damage  sustained  by  this  vessel  in  thci  .i*. 
of  the  24th  instant :  One  shot  carrying  away  billet  head  with  six  feel  of  li-  j 
rail  on  starboard  side ;  one  shot  shattering  stem  badly  from  water-line  four  i 
up,  cutting  three  planks  entirely  off,  and  starting  five  planks  on  port  side: 
shot  on  starboard  bow  one  foot  above  water-line,  tearing  off  three  feet  of  pl'.i*. 
ing,  breaking  timber  and  ceiling,  and  lodging  in  ship's  side^  one  shot  aii'. 
No.  1  gunport,  passing  through  between  decks,  tearing  off  four  feet  of  c«^n.  . 
and  shattering  carline  in  upper  deck ;   one  shot  passing  through  between  u'  ■ 
under  No.  4  gunport,  splintering  stanchion  and  shattering  pump  caae ;  one  ^l 
shattering  main  rail  over  No.  1  gunport;   one  shot  at  main-chaius,  hnak 
main  rail  entirely  off,  shattering  hammock  rail  and  netting,  and  striking  ek. 
mast;  one  shot  cutting  main  rail  entirely  off  over  No.  9  gunport;  one  ifh'tt  < 
starboard  side  under  No.  8  gunport  against  chain  cable,  bursting  two  link?,  v 
lodging  in  ship's  sides;  one  shot  forward  side  of  gunport  No.  10,  shatt^-r  . 
stanchion  and  ceiling;  one  shot  two  feet  above  water-line,  under  starboard  qnart*- 
passing  through  timber  and  exploding,  tearing  off  cealing,  tearing  up  wat  • 
closet  and  berth -deck,  and  starting  off  eight  planks  from  timbers  at  watpr! : 
fragments  of  shell  passing  through  bulwarks  on  starboard  quarter,  and  break 
sash  and  blinds  in  cabin  door;  one  shot  in  port  quarter,  striking  and  shattT 
timber  of  propeller- well ;  one  shot  in  fore  yard,  cutting  it  half  off  in  starK. 
quarter;  four  shots  not  doing  any  material  damage.     Since  writing  the  abo^i  1 
find  the  smaller  chain  was  broken  by  a  fragment  of  a  shelL     "The  shot  ti  : 
burst  the  large  chain  was  a  32-pound  shot,  which  was  broken  by  the  condL^ji'J 
There  are  also  several  musket  balls  found  in  the  boat  and  ship's  side. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

H.  L.  DIXON,  Carpenter, 

Lieutenant  Cumminqs, 

Executive  Officer^  Steams  Richmond, 


I. 


IKi,\' 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Edward  T,  Nichols,  United  States  f  ^^ 

boat  Winona, 

United  States  Gunboat  Winoxa, 

New  Orleans,  April  30,  ISr?. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  present  the  following  report  of  the  operatic  " 
of  this  vessel  in  the  engagement  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Phihp  od  i' 
morning  of  the  24th  instant : 

After  getting  under  way,  I  took  my  station  as  soon  as  possible  ia  tlip  iu" 
astern  of  the  Itasca,  and  followed  her  red  light,  but  suddenly  found  rovf  ' 
involved  in  a  mass  of  logs  and  drift  stuff*  held  by  the  chain  and  moorinp?  ■  i 
the  hulks.  Whilst  trying  to  back  clear  the  Itasca  badted  and  fouleS  m "» 
the  starboard  bow.     After  a  delay  of  from  twenty  minutes  to  half  an  hour,  I 
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ffnceeded  on  my  way,  tbongli  I  felt  pretty  sture  that  the  bulk  of  the  fleet  had 
a<j^ed.  Day  waa  breaking  fast,  and  my  vessel  was  brought  out  in  bold  relief 
li\ttil  the  bright  sky,  presenting  a  fair  mark  for  the  gunners  of  the  fort.  Fort 
ukn^n  fired  at  me  as  I  approached,  and  the  first  gun  killed  one  man  and 
•'ounded  another;  the  third  or  fourth  gun  killed  or  wounded  every  man  at 
be  rifle  gun,  except  one.  Judging  that  the  burning  raft  was  on  the  Fort 
^u'kson  side,  I  steered  to  pass  it  on  the  port  hand,  and  did  not  discover  my 
mtt  until  the  whole  lower  battery  of  Fort  St.  Philip  opened  on  me  at  less  than 
>ntnt  blank  range.  Steering  off  with  starboard  helm,  I  shot  across  to  the  Fort 
Uck^B  side,  bnt,  owing  to  the  obscurity  caused  by  the  smoke,  got  so  close  to 
ii^  shore  that  I  had  no  room  to  turn  head  up  stream,  and  was  forced  to 
Jtiiil  down.  At  this  time  both  forts  were  firing  nearly  their  entire  batteries  at 
uf.  It  would  have  been  madness  to  attempt  turning  again  in  such  a  fire ;  three 
1  mv  men  were  killed,  four  severely  wounded,  and  one  slightly  so,  the  vessel 
mikd  wjveral  times,  and  the  deck  wet  fore  and  aft  from  the  spray  of  falling  shot. 

It  was  with  reluctance  that  I  gave  the  order  to  head  down"  stream  and  run 
'Wt  of  the  fire,  first  ordering  the  officers  and  crew  to  lie  down  on  deck.  I  can- 
*^ti  WT,  Bpeak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  all  on  board.  My  orders  were 
Im'vhI  with  alacrity,  and  (considering  the  suddenness  of  the  fire  opened  on  us 
n'ra  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  the  naturally  depressing  effect  produced  by  the  fatality 
f  the  firet  few  shots,)  with  but  little  confusion.  Mr.  Walker,  the  first  lieuten- 
ujI,  was  very  active  and  vigilant,  and  gave  his  personal  attention  in  every  part 
jf  ih*^  vessel — ^he  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  ear.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  your 
iivntion  to  the  conduct  of  Ac4;ing  Master's  Mate  William  F.  Hunt,  in  charge 
■i  the  rifle  gun — ^it  was  admirable.  He  assisted  in  working  his  gun,  as  his  crew 
*>  t*  weakened,  and  remained  at  it  after  none  were  left,  until  ordered  from  the 
*  '-'cvtli*  by  me.  Four  of  my  wounded  men  are  in  the  hospital  at  Pilot  Town; 
:1>-  dead  I  buried  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  a  short  distance  below  our  late 
lUichiirage. 

Since  the  24th  I  have  been  acting  under  the  orders  of  Commander  Porter, 
■wl  on  tlie  28th  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  the  surrender  of  Fort  St. 
lliilip  and  hoisting  in  its  proper  place  once  more  the  flag  of  our  country.     I 
vifi  nnfortunate,  sir,  in  not  passing  the  forts,  but,  I  trust,  not  censurable. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

EDWARD  T.  NICHOLS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

riag-Officer  D.  6.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Bloclcading  Squadron,  New  Orleans, 


Rfp9rt  of  LdetUenant  Cmnmanding  George  H,  "Preble,  United  States  gunboat 

Katahdin, 

United  States  Gunboat  Katahdin, 

At  anchor  off  New  Orleans,  April  30,  1862. 

Bib  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that,  in  the  passage  of  the  forts  on  the 
ni»niiii}5  of  the  24th,  and  the  engagement  with  the  defences  of  New  Orleans  on 
^  25th,  as  well  as  on  previous  occasions  when  on  advanced  guard  duty, 
^il  exposed  to  the  deliberate  fixe  from  the  rifled  cannon  of  the  enemy,  the 
'<fir«»r9  and  crew  of  this  vessel  have  shown  a  bravery  and  cool  determination 
*<»tliy  of  all  praise.  While  exposed  to  the  iron  hail  rained  over  us  from  both 
fnrt*,  and  the  simultaneous  fire  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  on  the  24th,  not  a  man 
D-i'lied  from  his  gun  or  hesitated  in  the  cool  performance  of  his  duty.  Where 
^i  pexibnDod  so  well  it  is,  perhaps,  invidious  to  particularize.    I  may  mention, 
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however,  as  coming  under  mj  immediate  notice,  the  deliheratc  way  in  wV- 
the  first  lieutenant,  Mx.  Green,  gave  hia  general  superintendence  to  the  sfT^iu 
and  supplying  the  guns,  and  the .  other  duties  assigned  him,  and  the  cxx*!.  k 
lected  manner  in  which  Acting  Master  W.  H.  PoUeys  conned  the  ebip  bitvt 
the  forts  and  throughout,  giving  his  orders  to  the  helm  as  prompUr.  deeul  *.; 
and  coolly  as  when  piloting  the  vessel  to  a  usual  anchorage.  Acting  M.i» 
George  Han-is,  in  charge  of  the  pivot  gun,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  J. : 
Hartshorn,  in  charge  of  the  Parrott  rifle  gun,  did  their  best  to  annf»T  the  fnr. 

At  the  most  critical  moment  of  the  passage,  and  when  exposed  to  the  dn- 
both  forts,  the  fire  of  our  pivot  gun  was  embarrassed  and  delayed  by  tbc  >1 
jamming  in  the  gun,  their  sabots  being  too  large  to  fit  the  bore.  As  many  a.-  Ji 
shells  were  passed  up  before  one  could  be  found  to  fit  the  gun.  Two  b(\ .: 
so  jammed  that  the  shells  were  torn  from  the  sabots  before  they  could  \-*  • 
tracted,  and  the  sabot  of  one  had  to  be  blown  out  and  the  gun  relojwlrd.  3! 
Harris,  the  master  in  charge  of  the  pivot  gun,  attribute  this  serious  fault,  tir 
to  the  swelling  of  the  light  wood  of  the  too  nicely-fitted  sabot  in  the  damp  rlin- 
of  this  Gulf;  and,  second,  to  the  shells  being  packed  in  bags  instead  of  h  >• 
which  allows  of  the  sabots  getting  bruised  even  with  the  most  careful  hamll  i 

The  station  assigned  this  vessel,  close  under  the  stem  of  the  Vamna,  I  m. ; 
tained  tmtil  the  dense  canopy  of  smoke  from  the  cannonade,  aided  by  the  n  ^1. 
hid  everything  from  our  view.     I  ordered  full  speed,  however,  to  maintiiiu  » 
station;  and  seeing,  by  the  flash  from  her  broadside,  that  we  were  pa.^nnir'. 
Mississippi,  I  gave  orders  to  cease  firing  for  a  time  until  we  had  pas?tnl  > 
when  I  became  engaged  with  the  enemy's  gunboats.     Above  the  forts  wc  jw^^- 
along  the  broadside  and  within  fifty  yards  of  the  iron-plated  battery  l-roui^i 
lying  at  anchor.     To  our  surprise  she  did  not  fire  at  us,  though  she  could  )i..' 
blown  us  out  of  water.     After  passing  her,  I  directed  to  keep  the  vessvl  r»ff,  st 
give  her  a  shot  from  the  11-inch  pivot  and  Parrott,  which  was  done,  and,  s- 
have  since  learned  from  one  on  board  of  her,  with  good  effect,  tearing  a  liolcti 
size  of  the  shell  through  and  through  the  iron  plating  of  her  bow. 

Until  beyond  the  fire  of  the  forts,  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Ladd  ntrt  i  !• 
in  the  wardroom  to  give  his  assistance  to  the  surgeon,  but  later  voluntecrr-1  li 
services  in  boats,  and  brought  off"  to  the  ship  refugees  from  the  burning  ^iinl«' ' 
and  the  shore;   he  assisted,  also,  in  disaiining  that  portion  of  the  Chaini' 
regiment  which  surrendered,  and  was  encamped  opposite  the  quarantine. 

I  am  happy  to  have  no  casualties  to  report,  and  that  the  surgeon,  ihr:' 
ready,  had  no  opportunity  to  testify  his  skill  on  board.     Several  of  i\w  ^^• 
had  their  clothing  torn  by  shot  or  fragments  of  shell,  but  not  a  man  wa>  «>  ' 
scratched.     At  the  request  of  Captain  Bailey,  Dr.  Ilobinson  went  on  iKJard  :!■ 
Cayuga  af^er  the  action,  where  he  rendered  efficient  service  to  her  woiin-l' 
The  vessel,  also,  escaped  without  serious  injury.     One  shell  passed  thwujrli '' ' 
smoke  stack  and  steam-escape  pipe  and  burst,  making  a  dozen  small  liok?  tr ' 
the  inside  outward,  and  another  has  cut  about  four  to  six  inches  info  thr  1'  '^ 
mast,  while  the  same  or  another  cut  the  foresail  and  some  of  the  running:  Hjr-'i' 
about  the  foremast,  which  is  all  the  damage  sustained.     I  attribute  oar  ch.'!  '- 
with  so  little  injury  to  our  being  near  the  head  of  the  line,  to  the  mpid  mai  '^ 
in  which  we  passed  the  forts,  and  to  our  passing  so  close  under  the  forti»  tbat  i 
their  shot  went  over  our  heads.     I  believe,  also,  that  for  a  time  the  fins  *»f  ^  '|^' 
St.  Philip  was  silenced.    The  two  shots  we  received, however,  were  from  that  f  r* 

On  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  at  New  Orleans,  seeing  the  schooner  John  ^^i;' 
lying  at  the  levee  on  the  Algiers  side,  loaded  with  cotton,  and  sarmoud*''  '.* 
burning  vessels  and  sunken  docks,  and  fearing  she  might  be  fired,  I  ^^"'^^  ' 
her  and  hoisted  the  American  flag  at  her  masthead,  and  brouglit  hvt  wp'^^' ' 
Archibald  Forsaith,  (whom  you  afterwards  released  on  parole,)  on  hofu<l  ft*  * 
hostage  for  her  safety  and  future  delivery,  not  deeming  it  prudent  or  sai'f  ^" !"'' 
a  small  prize  crew  in  possession.    Captain  Forsaith  claimed  that  hi*  vef.*vl  v  " 
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ntith  property,  and  that  his  papers  were  in  the  English  consulate,  but 
knowledg^  that  she  was  intended  to  run  the  blockade.  In  passing  down  the 
\rr  (dnci*«  1  have  noticed  that  a  portion,  if  not  all,  of  her  deck  load  of  cotton, 
A  perhaps  her  remaining  cargo,  has  been  removed.  Captain  F.  stated  to  me 
mt  :«he  had  265  bales  of  cotton  on  board. 

In  conclusion,  flag-officer,  allow  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  success 
liich  hais  attended  this  "  running  of  the  forts,''  beyond  a  doubt  the  moat  brilliant 
ad  daring  achievement  of  the  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HENRY  PREBLE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Fbg-Officer  D.  6.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  \ 


^Itport  of  lAeutenant  Commanding  C.  H.  B.  Ca/ dwell,  United  States  gunboat 

Itasca. 

United  States  Steam  Gunboat  Itasca, 
Pilot  Town,  Mississippi  River,  April  24,  1862. 

J^iR:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  proceeded  up  the  river,  in  the  boat 
fomli^hed  from  the  Hartford,  to  make  a  final  reconnoissance  of  the  schooners  on 
iie  west  bank  of  the  river,  and  a  careful  examination  as  to  the  chains  that  were 
originally  stretched  from  them  to  the  schooners  on  the  starboard  side,  one  of 
which  we  ran  on  shore  on  the  night  of  the  20th.  I  succeeded  in  reaching  them 
aiur  a  long,  fatiguing  pull  against  the  current,  without  opposition  or  discovery, 
although  we  were  directly  in  range  between  the  forts  and  a  fire  lighted  on  the 
f>pp05ite  shore  to  illuminate  the  reach  across  the  river,  and  I  could  distinctly 
ttar  the  voices  of  the  rebels  at  Fort  Jackson,  as  they  were  busily  engaged  in 
Mme  outside  work.  I  found  two  of  the  three  schooners  on  shore,  and  the  outside 
WW  riding  head  to  the  current,  with  a  number  of  chains  hanging  from  her  bow. 
I  pa^^ed  ahead,  leaving  her  fifty  yards  on  the  port  hand,  and  dropped  over  a 
•I'^p-eea  lead,  veering  to  twelve  fathoms  of  line.  We  then  lay  on  our  oars  and 
drifted  down  the  stream,  without  feelmg  any  obstructions.  We  found  all  the 
t'Njms  attached  to  the  in-shore  schooners,  and  a  number  of  rafts  in-shore  of  them, 
apuuod;  the  outside  schooner  was  entirely  clear.  Returning,  I  stopped  along- 
vifli'  of  the  outside  schooner  on  the  east  bank,  and  dropped  the  lead  over,  with 
^t*Hin  fathoms  of  line,  floating  by  within  twenty  yards  of  her. 

Uaving  satisfied  myself  fully,  by  these  and  other  observations,  that  no  obstruc- 
tions whatever  existed,  and  that  the  chains  we  slipped  on  the  night  of  the  20th 
W  disarranged  and  almost  destroyed  the  whole  apparatus  for  preventing  our 
|^«^^o  up  the  river,  and  that  the  condition  of  things  was  precisely  as  I  had 
f  furiously  reported,  and  that  the  whole  fleet  could  safely  pass,  I  made  with  con- 
Wencc  and  inexpressible  satisfaction,  on  my  return,  our  preconcerted  signal  that 
^  channel  was  clear  and  everything  propitious  for  the  advance  of  the  fleet. 

1  regret  to  bo  obliged  to  state  that  my  progress  afterwards  with  the  fleet  was 
AUtiided  with  serious  misfortune  and  disappointment.  On  arriving  abreast  of 
^'•^  Jackson  a  storm  of  iron  hail  fell  over  and  around  us  from  both  forts,  which 
*M  coutinued  without  intermission  while  we  were  under  their  guns.  A  number 
"f  Rhoui  took  effect,  several  passing  through  us.  One,  a  42-pound  shot,  passed 
'Jirough  the  port  side,  a  coal-bunker  ftill  of  coal,  iron-plate  bulkhead,  and  entered 
•Jk-' holier,  making  a  large  hole,  and  breaking  the  dry-pipe  therein;  from  this  hole 
tlje  itum  rushed  in  a  dense  cloud,  filling  the  fire  and  engine  room,  and  driving 
I'Vuy  one  up  firom  below,  and  almost  suflbcating  those  on  the  quarter-deck. 
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The  loss  of  our  motive  power  having  destroyed  our  efficiency  and  left  la 
ahnost  helpless,  I  ordered  every  man  to  throw  himself  flat  on  the  deck,  the  hr.-i 
put  hard  a-starhoard,  and,  turning,  floated  down  the  river.  When  out  of  raL^* 
of  the  forts  I  ordered  the  pumps  manned  fore  and  ail;,  and  our  deck  was  fi** 
several  inches  deep  with  water,  which  was  pouring,  also,  out  of  every  scup^h  •. 
Supposing  the  ship  to  be  in  a  sinking  condition,  I  ran  her  on  shore  beloTr  v . 
mortar  fleet,  where  I  remained  until  I  satisfied  myself  that  the  leak  wad  not  :.- 
bad  as  I  had  at  first  supposed,  and  then  hauled  off  and  anchored. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  but  three  men  were  injured  during  the  engagi'mont— 
two  firemen,  scalded  by  the  steam,  and  the  captain  of  the  hold,  wounded  in  t'. 
head  by  a  splinter.     I  have  received  fourteen  hits,  as  follows :  three  shot  h")- 
through  the  vessel  below  the  deck,  the  plank-shear  badly  shattered,  and  />»./ 
slight  hits  on  the  port  side;   one  through  the  vessel  below  decks,  and  i'r- 
through  the  bulwarks  on  the  starboard  side;  one  through  the  cutwater,  grazii.: 
the  bowsprit;  one  cutting  away  a  davit  span  and  shivering  the  jury  maiiuDj- 
(the  main  gaff;)  and  one  8-inc.h  shell  exploded  over  the  quarter-deck,  drivrng 
large  piece  through  the  port-signal  locker  and  bulwarks.    One.  shot  took  out  <  • 
the  port  side  a  piece  of  plank  three  feet  long,  shivered  five  feet  of  the  ni  i: 
plank,  crushed  all  of  the  timbers  in  its  passage,  and  split  one  knee;  anoth' 
shot-hole  in  the  starboai'd  side  is  nearly  as  bad. 

Allow  me,  flag-officer,  respectfully  and  sincerely,  to  congratulate  you  nj  t 
the  glorious  passage  of  the  fleet,  and  to  express  to  you  the  heartfelt  sorrow  -n.i 
disappointment  I  felt  that  my  disabled  condition  prevented  my  being  a  partici- 
pant in  its  complete  success;  and  to  assure  you  it  was  owing  to  circumsUuii 
that  Providence  alone  could  control. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  CALDWELL, 
liicutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  David.  G.  Farbagut, 

Commander'in'Chief  of  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  B.  Harrison,   United  States  gunhftdi 

Cayuga, 

United  •States  Gunboat  Cayuga, 

Mississippi  River,  April  24,  1862. 

Sir:  The  following  extract  from  the  log  will  present  to  you,  in  die  britft-^t 
form,  the  part  borne  by  this  ship  in  the  conflict  of  this  morning  with  Fortt 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  the  rebel  gunboats : 

"At  2  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  the  flag-officer's  signal,  weighed  anchor,  and  li'l 
the  advance  column  toward  the  barrier,  and  stood  up  stream  close  to  Fort  ^r. 
Philip.  At  3.45  both  forts  opened  their  fire.  At  3.50  opened  on  Fort  J^' 
Philip  with  grape  and  canister.  At  4  passed  the  line  of  fire  of  Fort  St.Philijv 
and  encountered  some  eleven  gunboats,  no  supporting  ships  in  sight.  At  4.1^5 
one  steamer  surrendered,  and  two  more  were  driven  on  shore.  At  this  momcii: 
discovered  the  Varuna  and  Oneida  dash  gallantly  into  the  fight.  At  5  anchorJ 
in  firont  of  Camp  Lovell,  and  received  the  submission  of  Colonel  Szjnnandki  and 
his  command." 

We  were  struck  42  times.  Both  masts  are  so  badly  hurt  as  to  be  unfit  f'^r 
further  service.  Our  11-inch  Dahlgren  carriage  struck,  hut  still  fitf»r<ltti^; 
the  smoke-stack  perforated,  but  not  materially  injured;  all  other  dmnagt^  fa'^^* 
been  repaired.  I  regret  to  add  that  six  of  our  crew  have  been  woondedr  bai  :'J 
far  the  surgeon  has  made  but  one  amputation. 
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It  b  needless  for  me  to  inform  yon,  who  had  us  under  jour  own  eye,  that  all 
1  their  duty  fearlessly  and  well;  but  I  must  commend  to  your  special  notice 
r  executive  officer,  lieutenant  George  B.  Perkins.  The  remarkable  coolness 
d  nrecisioa  of  this  young  officer,  whue  aiding  me  in  steering  the  vessel  through 
(:  uarrier  and  past  the  forts,  under  their  long  and  heavy  fire,  must  have 
tnicted  your  attention.  Of  volunteer  Acting  Master  Thomas  H.  Morton  I 
ost  speak  in  terms  of  high  praise.  He  fought  the  Farrott  gun,  and  his  daring 
:&mplc  had  a  moat  happy  effect  on  the  crew. 

I  am  indebted  to  A^istant  Surgeon  Edward  S.  Bogert,  not  only  for  his  rapid 
id  skilful  attention  to  the  wounded,  but  for  his  general  officer-like  bearing, 
r  elf  rk,  Mr.  Charles  M.  Bums,  jr.,  was  of  material  assistance  in  conununica- 
tig  mj  orders.  Our  engines,  although  generally  unreliable,  were,  on  this  occa- 
iin,  worked  successfully  by  Second  Assistant  George  W.  Rogers  and  his 
!«i.<Unts.  In  conclusion,  I  must  mention  with  praise  the  conduct  of  the  follow- 
i^iiien:  Charles  Florence,  captain  of  11-inch  gun;  William  Young,  captain  of 
;irrott  gun ;  "William  Parker,  at  the  wheel ;  Edward  Wright,  at  the  lead. 

April  25, — ^I  continue  this  report  through  the  battles  of  to-day.  At  11  a.m., 
vin^  at  that  moment  some  half  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  flag- ship,  the  batteries 
b  titLer  hand  opened  on  us  at  short  range.  Being  pivoted  to  poi-t,  I  edged  off 
'itL  tlie  port  helm  and  responded  with  our  11-inch  and  Parrott,  slowly  but  with 
nvit  precision  of  aim.  This  unequal  contest  lasted  just  fifteen  minutes,  when 
b'  flag-ship  ranged  up  in  splendid  style,  diverting  their  fire  and  sUencing  the 
kaittry  on  the  right  bank. 

We  were  again  repeatedly  hulled,  and  much  cut  up  in  spars  and  rigging,  and 
k'  iron  stock  of  the  port  anchor  cut  away.  I  lost  no  men ;  this  I  attnbute  to 
ui  order  which  I  gave  for  the  men  to  lie  down  flat  during  the  time  we  could 
[mn^  no  gun  to  bear.  To  speak  again  of  the  constancy  and  devotion  of  my 
!jrd\t*  officers  and  crew  would  be  to  repeat  an  old  story. 
Respectfully, 

N.  B.  HARRISON, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Captam  8.  Baily, 

Commanding  the  Leading  Division  of  GunhoatSt 

off"  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 


Rfport  of  Lieutenant  Pierce  Croshy,    commanding  United   States   gunboat 

Pinola, 

United  States  Steam  Gunboat  Pinola, 

Of  New  Orleans,  April  26,  1862. 

'^IB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  signal  on  the 
Q^^rniog  of  the  24th  instant,  after  having  passed  your  orders  to  the  Pensacola 
a&d  otber  vessels  of  the  squadron,  I  took  my  position  at  3.30  a.  m.  in  line-of- 
"*tile  aext  after  the  Iroquois,  thinking  the  vessel  which  was  to  have  preceded 
y><:  W  taken  hers  in  advance,  which  I  could  not  ascertain  at  that  time,  and 
ji'llowred  OQ  iQ  i[Qe,  passing  so  close  to  one  of  the  enemy's  hulks  which  had 
^'Q  nsed  to  hold  the  chain-rafts  that  one  starboard  quarter-boat  was  crushed 
*^^t  her  sides ;  continued  on  our  course,  and  as  soon  as  Fort  Jackson  bore 
^^m  of  03,  about  four  hundred  yards  distant,  commenced  finng  with  the  11 -inch 
*^gren  pivot  and  Parrott  rifles  at  the  flashes  of  the  enemy's  guns,  that  being 
^*  f>nly  guide  by  which  to  distinguish  their  position,  which  the  fort  answered 
l»ron.pi|y  guj  rapidly,  but,  owing  to  our  proximity,  their  shot  passed  over,  with 
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the  exception  of  two,  one  of  which  killed  Thomas  Kelly,  captain  of  the  fr 
castle,  slightly  wounding  Acting  Master  J.  G.  Lloyd,  the  other  cutting  a-r.r 
the  launch's  after-davit.     I  then  ran  over  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yani? 
Fort  St.  Philip,  from  which  we  received  a  terrific  volley  of  ghot,  cjHil-t-- 
grape,  and  musketry,  nearly  all  of  which  passed  over  us.     The  fire-raAs,  vtn 
were  burning  very  brightly,  exposed  us  to  the  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  •  • 
abled  them  to  fire  at  us  with  great  precision,  while  we  were  only  able  to  an-v 
their  forty  guns  with  the  20-pound  rifles,  the  11-inch  pivot  being  cnga*ri*d  w  •' 
Fort  JacKSon.     Of  those  shot  that  struck  us  from  Fort -St.  Philip*  one  entr' 
our  starboard  quarter,  cut  away  part  of  the  wheel,  and  severely  wounded  W' 
liam  Acworth,  quartermaster,  who  returned  to  his  station  as  soon  as  hh  worn:  [• 
were  dressed^^    Acting  Master's  Mate  William  H.  Thompson  promptly  took  • 
wheel  at  the  time  of  the  disaster.     The  second  entered  the  hull  at  the  waI* 
line  on  the  starboard  side,  eight  inches  forward  of  tlie  boilers,  padded  thrr'ii;: 
the  coal  bunker,  and  lodged  in  the  pump-well  and  cut  the  6oandin^*we]l  in  t« 
The  third  cut  away  the  top  of  the  steam  escape-pipe.     The  fourth  cut  away  * . 
starboard  chain  cable  from  the  anchor,  passed  through  the  bow  and  yr-otu^'i* 
storeroom,  and  lodged  in  the  port  side,  starting  off  the  outside  planking.    1 
fifth  struck  the  topgallant  forecastle  and  carried  away  part  of  the  rail.     Th<*  <ii 
passed  through  the  plankshear,  abreast  of  the  11 -inch  pivot-gun.     The  sovfi/ 
struck  a  barricade  of  hammocks  forward  of  the  forehatch.     The  eighth  • 
away  one  of  the  dead-eyes  of  the  starboard  fore-rigging.     The  ninth  cut  • 
bucket  from  the  hands  of  Acting  Master  William  P.  Gibbs,  in  charge'  of  tl. 
pivot  gun.     The  tenth  knocked  the  rammer  from  the  hands  of  Henry  Hamru 
ton,  loader,  who  soon,  with  the  assistance  of  the  gun's  crew,  made  a  teiiip««rs* ' 
one,  the  spare  rammer  having  been  lost  overboard  at  the  commencement  oi  t' 
action.     The  eleventh  passed  entirely  through  the  hull,  immediately  ont  t 
magazine,  demolishing  completely  in  its  course  the  dispensary  and  its  ctmiK.. 
The  twelfth  passed  through  the  starboard  and  lodged  in  the  port  side  of  ih 
berth -deck.    These  two  last-mentioned  shot  killed  John  Nolta  and  Rohort  U 
Johnson,  landsmen,  and  dangerously  wounded  Thomas  Jones,  wardroom  *:♦'» 
ard ;  Thomas  Ford,  landsman ;  Henry  Stokely,  wardroom  cook,  and  Thonw^  I- 
Smith,  coalheaver,  slightly;  also,  Thomas  Foster,  captain  of  the  hold,  tvIi"^- 
ceived  dangerous  and  painful  wounds  from  splinters  while  zealously  jierformir:: 
his  duty,  completely  disabling  the  powder  division,  there  being  but  one  man  I'-t 
to  pass  ammunition,  with  the  exception  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  O.  V.  Ra^ 
mell,  in  charge  of  his  division,  who  immediately  gave  his  personal  aftstij'Uijr , 
although  he  had  been  knocked  down  a  few  moments  previous  by  splinter?;  .u..- 
James  A.  Bashford  was  slightly  wounded  by  splinters.    A  number  of  o*l"' 
missiles  grazed  our  sides,  doing,  however,  but  slight  damage.     Immediately  f '• 
lowing  the  disaster  on  the  berth-deck,  it  was  reported  to  be  on  fire,  whcn»p  • 
the  gunner's  mate,  J.  B.  Frisbee,  instantly  closed  the  magazine,  he  ntmainn ; 
inside.     All  traces  of  fire  having  been  quickly  extinguisued  by  the  fironnt . 
re-enforcements  to  the  powder  division  were  quickly  supplied,  and  the  grnie  ^^'^^ 
tinned  their  fire. 

After  passing  the  forts,  and  out  of  range  of  their  heavy  cross-fire,  we  camt'  I'ti  J- 
denly  in  view  of  our  squadron,  which  had  been  hidden  from  us  by  the  il< n*- 
smoke,  and  noticed  at  tne  same  time  a  steamer  on  the  starboard  hand,  which  (t: 
first  sight  I  supposed  to  be  the  Iroquois,  but  as  day  dawned  and  we  appnjficli*'^ 
nearer  I  soon  discovered  my  mistake  and  gave  her  a  shot  from  the  11-inch  ft'' ' 
Parrott  rifle,  both  of  which  took  effect  in  her  hull  near  the  water-line.  At  i^i:' 
moment  the  iron  ram  Manassas  was  seen  following  close  astern  of  us,  and  h.  in: 
in  range  of  our  howitzers  we  opened  fire  on  her  with  them,  aimitig  at  her  wn"^* 
stack.  The  Mississippi  being  near,  now  turned  upon  her  and  soon  sucrc«  1 "' 
in  driving  her  ashore  and  destroying  her.  In  obedience  to  signal,  I  thcu  wi' 
up  and  anchored  with  the  squadron  off  Quarantine  Landing  ana  hcnt  ashon'  t" 
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mtfor  the  tdegrapfa  vrire,  which  I  afterwards  learned  was  on  the  opposite  bank. 
I  9  a.  xn.  eot  under  way  and  steamed  up  the  river,  in  obedience  to  order,  in 
mpmy  witn  the  Sciota.  At  3  p.  m.  sent  the  dead  on  shore  and  buried  them ; 
'  2}  continued  on  our  course  in  company  with  the  squadron  and  anchored  at 

.    At  3.30  we  got  under  way  and  steamed  up  the  river  in  company  with 

•  ■  ^qoadron.  At  3  p.  m.  we  opened  fire  with  the  squadron  on  the  batteries 
low  New  Orleans,  and  as  soon  as  the  batteries  were  silenced  we  proceeded 
till  the  squadron  up  to  the  city,  and,  in  obedience  to  orders,  ran  up  the  river 

lo«jk  after  the  iron  floating-battery,  which  I  discovered  off  the  upper  part  of 
«*  city,  in  flames,  floating  down  with  the  current.  Returned  to  the  flag-ship 
-•1  received  orders  to  destroy  the  batteries  below  the  city;  ran  down  in  com- 
ply with  the  Oneida,  Captain  S.  P.  Lee  commanding,  and  by  his  directions  I 
^tniyed  the  battery  on  the  port  hand  while  he  took  charge  of  that  on  the  op- 
'*ite  side.    Found  a  large  supply  of  ammunition,  together  with  twelve  32  and 

^N>nad  guns,  also  a  10-inch  mortar,  all  of  which  we  spiked,  burned  the  car- 
^s^:4,  threw  the  shot  into  the  river,  and  destroyed  everything  belonging  to  the 
ri.  After  accomplishing  this  work,  set  fire  to  and  burned  a  schooner  loaded 
»tij  combustible  material  lying  aloligside  the  battery,  and  then  returned  to  the 
kohnngc  off  New  Orleans  at  9.30,  thus  ending  our  operations  of  the  24th  and 
i^h  of  April, 

<  Hit  total  loss  was  three  killed  and  eight  wounded.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure 
ii)  ^mtiflcation  to  be  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  intrepid  conduct 

the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  during  the  desperate  conflict  and  terrific 
^  through  which  they  passed  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant.  Amid  that 
%«rm  of  iron  hail  perfect  order  reigned ;  officers  and  men  did  their  duty  faith- 
ily,  and  nobly  sustained  the  well-earned  reputation  of  the  navy  and  our 
•'Hous  old  flag,  for  which  they  fought  so  manfully. 

'l*hc  conduct  of  Thomas  Gehegan,  boatswain's  mate,  and  captain  of  the  11-inch 
lb,  L*  worthy  of  mention,  as  well  for  the  brave  example  he  set  his  crew  and 
s'  the  fjiithfiU  manner  with  which  he  served  his  gun,  bringing  up  his  own  am- 
'initton  as  soon  as  the  men  composing  the  powder  division  had  been  nearly  all 
\\M  or  wounded. 

Acting  Paymaster  0.  Stewart  Warren  acted  as  signal  officer.  William  H. 
>7n.  captain's  derk,  attended  to  passing  my  orders. 

l)r.  L.  M.  Lyon,  assistant  surgeon,  displayed  great  zeal  and  promptness  in 
^  attentions  to  the  wounded  during  the  neat  of  the  battle. 

:^t'Qior  Assistant  Engineer  John  Johnson,  with  his  junior  assistants,  managed 
i*  •l<.']*artinent  with  skill  and  ability. 

To  A.  P.  Cook,  first  lieutenant  and  executive  officer,  I  was  greatly  indebted 
•r  hL«  able  assistance.  Throughout  the  entire  action  he  was  ready  and  prompt 
'/  \ht  performance  of  his  dnties,  displaying  a  coolness  and  gallantry  which  won 
)'•  Admiration  of  all. 

V^*ith  my  earnest  ^^ngratulations  upon  the  brilliant  success  which  has  crowned 
■  01  efforts  and  attended  the  forces  under  your  command,  I  remain,  very  respect- 
«"v.  vour  obedient  servant, 

PIERCE  CROSBY, 

lAeutenant  Commanding, 

FUg-Officer  D.  G.  Farbaout,  Z7.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  United  States  Western  6hdf  Squadron^  Chdf  of  Mexico. 

8 30 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  George  M.  Ransom,  United  Stata  ga 

boat  Kineo. 

United  States  Gunboat  Kinbo, 
Mississippi  River,  alcove  the  forts,  April  25,  1S62 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  arriving  close  under  the  gang  of  1 
St.  Philip,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  the  firing  was  conunenced  ir 
this  vessel,  and  kept  up  brisklj  and  effectively  until  we  had  passed  entxid 
beyond  the  range  of  the  enemy's  guns  from  either  forts  or  gunboats. 

Soon  after  the  signal  of  the  flag-ship  to  discontinue  action,  I  was  haiit^i  I 
Oommander  Smith,  of  the  Mississippi,  who  invited  me  to  acoompany  hio 
pursuit  of  the  ram.  It  turned  immediately  upon  the  shore  and  waa  abandou" 
its  people  escaping  under  a  brisk  fire  of  musketry  from  both  vessels.  I  wMi 
preparations  for  taking  it  in  tow  by  a  hawser,  when,  the  Misaiasippi  comk 
oetween  the  Kineo  and  the  ram,  Commander  Smith  hailed,  and  infonuin^ 
that  two  vessels  under  a  point  below  had  struck,  requested  me  to  take  pci- 
sion  of  them.  I  was  met  there  by  the  rebel  gunboat  McRea,  which  opt^t^l 
sharp  fire,  backed  by  two  other  gunboats,  all  within  range  of  the  guns  of  eiib 
fort.  The  Elineo  returned  the  fire  of  the  McRea,  but  was  obliged  to  put  «< 
head  up  stream,  *  Having  had  the  slide  of  the  pivot  gun-carriage  shattered  bj 
shot  fi:^m  Fort  St.  PhOip,  the  gun  was  temporarily  disabled;  and,  not  bein^ai 
with  her  head  up  stream,  to  bring  anything  to  bear  effectually,  I  was  oi'liz 
very  reluctantly,  to  withdraw. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  state,  sir,  that  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  of  *i 
vessel  throughout  the  action  was  speciaUy  admirable  for  its  steadiness,  witb  i 
an  exception.  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  Assistant  Suigeon  A.  S.  Obr-ri; 
of  killed  and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

GEORGE  M.  BANSOM, 

lAeutenant  Commandi^ 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut,    • 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


v* 


Report  of  Lieutenant    Commanding  A.   N.   Smith,   United   States  g^t^^'" 

WissaJiickon, 

United  States  Gunboat  Wissahickon, 
Off  Quarantine  Station,  Mississippi  River,  April  2^^  156:* 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  24th  instant*  in  obedieoce  t 
general  signal,  got  under  way  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  keeping  our  porii; 
in  the  prescribed  order  of  sailing  tiU  a  detention  by  running  on  Miore  and  '.!> 
dense  smoke  of  the  battle,  already  some  time  commenced,  rendered  it  impo^'i* 
to  keep  it  longer.     Using  our  battery  vigorously  and  to  the  best  ad^'ant 
possible,  we  succeeded  in  passing  the  forts  and  water  batteries  under  a  stone 
shot,  shell,  and  volleys  of  musketry,  without  loss  of  life  or  serious  daioait 
the  gunboat,  which  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  lowness  of  the  vessel  on  t' 
water. 

At  daylight,  above  the  forts,  we  were  unavoidably  crowded  on  the  west  bun' 
of  the  river,  the  ram  Manassas  being  a  short  distance  astern  and  headin;:  i 
us,  but  uniible  to  make  much  progress  against  the  current.    Before  it  n^'^ 
us,  tt'e  had  fortunately  gotten  off*,  and  witnessed,  with  great  satisfiu^doo,  t^^^l 
after,  its  destruction  by  the  United  States  steamer  Misassippi* 


u 
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have  to  report  but  two  of  the  crew  slightlj  wounded;  four  round  shot 

>ugh  the  hull  of  the  yessel,  and  one  through  the  mainmast.     Officers  and 

a  performed  their  duty  nobly,  and  with  admirable  coolness.     In  this  feeble 

rate  to  their  worth  and  sendees  I  desire  to  include  Third  Assistant  Engineer' 

M.  White,  a  volunteer  from  the  United  States  steamer  Colorado. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  SMITH, 

*  Lieutenant  Commanding^. 

Flag-Officer  D.  6.  Farbaout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


port  of  JLieutenanl  Commanding  John  H.  RusseU,  United  States  gunboat 

Kennebec. 

Unitbd  States  Gunboat  Kennbbbc, 

Mississippi  River  J  April  29,  1862. 

^IB :  Ou  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  during  the  engagement,  this  vessel 
Ame  entangled  with  the  rafts,  and  struck  one  of  the  schooners,  (which  after- 
rdd  sunk,)  at  the  same  time  parting  the  chain.  I  then  made  several  attempts, 
the  midst  of  a  heavy  fire,  to  "pass  the  batteries;  but,  it  being  daylight,  and 
;  squadron  having  passed  above  the  forts,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  withdraw, 
1  reported  to  the  senior  officer.  Commander  Porter,  who  attached  me  tempo- 
ily  to  his  fleet,  and  placed  me  on  picket  duty. 

V'edterday  morning,  by  order  of  Commander  Porter,  I  proceeded  up  the  river, 
company  with  the  United  States  steamers  Harriet  Lane,  Westfiela,  and  gun- 
it  Winona,  to  witness  the  surrender  of  the  forts,  after  which,  by  order  of 
mmander  Porter,  I  teceived  on  board  this  vessel  the  prisoners  from  Fort 
ckson — 29  officers  and  90  men. 

Yerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

JOHN  H.  RUSSELL, 
lAeutenant  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Fabbaout, 

C€»mmanding  Western  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  rf  Fleet  Surgeon  J,  M.  FoUtz  of  the  casualties  in  the  fleet. 

Flao-Ship  Habtpobd, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  April  28, 1862. 

^tR :  The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  in  the  fleet  from  the  commencement 
the  bombardment  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  on  the  18th  instant,  and 
the  24th,  viz : 

KILLBD. 

Anrii  18.— Barnes  Lower,  ordinary  seaman.  United  States  schoonter  Arietta, 
mti  flotilla,  aged  21,  carried  away  right  thigh  .and  wounded  left  thigh,  (round 
ot ;)  Robert  M.  Bryant,  ordinary  seaman,  killed  by  a  fall  from  masthead  no 
ani  gunboat  Katahdin.    Total,  2. 
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WOUNDED. 

Iroquois,  April  18. — Henrj  Clark,  captain  of  forecaAtle,  foot,  slightly;  W 
liam  Gilbraitb,  seaman,  foot,  slightly;  Joseph  Judd,  first-class  fireman,  nfie  K 
knee  joint,  severely.     Total,  3. 

April  19. — Michael  Brady,  carpenter*s  mate,  of  Norfolk  Packet,  mortar  in 
struck  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell  in  right  1%.     Total,  1. 

Oneida,  April  19. — Jonathan  A.  Miller,  seaman,  amputated  left  hand;  Ch 
D.  Murphy,  ordinary  seaman,  fractured  foot;  John  Moir,  seaman,  sevfT-l 
George  Scott,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  Bichard  Graham,  seamant  conm.-'i 
Edward  Perry,  seaman,  contusion;  Henry  Cooper,  marine,  slightly;   Ro 
Woodruff,  landsman,  slightly;  John  A.  Morton,  landsman,  slightly. 

Oneida,  April  22. — John  F.  Nims,  quartermaster,  amputated  left  arm 
left  thigh,  (shell;)  John  B.  Liber,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Oliver  Gromsl 
ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Francis  Douglas,  seaman,  slightly;  John  E.  Ear 
jr.,  master's  mate,  slightly ;  Frederick  J.  Naile,  midshipman,  slightly.    Total,  i 

Hartford,  April  22. — ^Dennis  Disney,  ordinary  seaman,  severe  injury  of  cfr 
and  abdomen;  George  H.  Mellen,  landsman,  fracture  of  forearm;  Tbc 
O'Gonner,  landsman,  severely;  Moses  Simmons,  ordinary  seaman,  slighUy;  J 
D.  Barnes,  first-class  fireman,  slightly.    Total,  5. 

TOTAL. 

Killed,  2;  wounded,  24. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  FUet  SurgM^ 
Flag-Officer  David  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Division  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


(H 


Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana^  May  1,  1S6:: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  killed  and  woundtil 
the  fleet  during  the  brilliant  engagements  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip*  4: 
the  batteries  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  April.  ^- 

killed. 

Flag-ship  Hartford. — Joseph  Lawrence,  seaman,  (round  shot;)  Willie 
Brown,  landsman,  (^hell;)  Augustus  Thomas,  captain  of  forecastle,  [^ 
Total,  3. 

Brooklyn. — John  Anderson,  midshipman,  struck  and  knocked  overboani  1 
cannon  shot;  WUliamLenahan,  marine;  Daniel  McEmary,  boy;  Barney  Sai^tl 
quartermaster;  Thomas  White,  captain  of  maintop;  Henry  H.  Boff,  man 
Andrew  Bonke,  seaman;  Dennis  I^ary,  ordinaiy  seaman;  John  Wade^  KaiD*^ 
Total,  9. 

Pensacola. — ^Theo.  Myers,  seaman;  James  Murray,  ordinary  seaman;  Tbo&i 
Gunning,  landsman;  Nelson  Downing,  landsman.     Total,  4. 

Richmond. — John  B.  Bradley,  aged  19,  acting  midshipman,  bom  in  Brov 
ville.  New  York,  (rifle  ball ;)  William  Brady,  ordinary  seaman,  aged  23.    Tuu.. 

Iroquois. — James  PhilHps,  seaman;  Alexander  Van  Vredenbuig,  on)m«' 
seaman;  Mauric0  Murphy,  ordiiiary  seaman;  Edwin  B.  ParoeU,  boy;  J*'' 
Schoenfeldt,  marine;  George  W.  Cole,  master's  mate.    Total,  6. 
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Pinoia. — ^Thomas  Kelly,  captain  of  forecastle;  Robert  H.  Johnson,  lands- 
13 ;  John  Nolta,  landsman.     Total,  3. 

yarum€t» — ^Andrew  A.  Smith,  landsman;  Oharles  Hartford,  seaman ;  Daniel 
cPberson*  ordinaiy  seaman.     Total,  3. 

Mutitsippi, — George  Sanderson,  corporal  of  marines;  Willi&m  H.  Woods, 
•rporal  of  marines.     Total  2., 

Wimona^ — ^Alexander  T jler,  boatsyrain's  mate ;  John  Disney,  ordinary  sea- 
fcQ:  William  Brown,  ordinary  seaman.     Total,  3. 
fS&rtar  JloHUch  (Harriet  Lane,) — ^Michael  Fitzgerald,  landsman. 

WOUNDED. 

Flag- Ship  Hartfofd, — ^Philip  Morgan,  seaman,  severely;  Charles  Banks, 
iAsmssi,  aeverely;  Theodore  Douglas,  officers'  steward,  severely;  Randall 
iIH«rest>,  landsman,  amputated  thigh;  Henry  Manning,  ordinary  seaman,  se- 
tffiy ;  Henry  King,  marine,  severely;  Sabina  Doane,  seaman,  slightly;  Oeorge 
lihe,  marine,  slightly;  Mr.  Gonnley,  carpenter,  severely;  Mr.  Heisler,  lieu- 
oant  oi'  marines,  slightly.    Total,  10. 

Brooklyn. — ^Mr.  James  O.  Kane,  master,  severely ;  Mr.  James  Stafford,  acting 

liter,  slightly;  Mr.  E.  S.  Lowe,  master's  mate,  slightly;  William  McBride, 

diuajy  seaman,  severely;   Lovin  Heath,  marine,  slightly;   Thomas  Griffin, 

odiman,  severely;  John  Willoughby,  ordinary  seaman,  amputated  hUnd ;  John 

base*  eeaman,  sUghtly;   E.  Blanchard,  ordinary  seaman,  severelv;   J.  R.  San- 

ij^  snarine*  contusion;  William  Wells,  seaman,  severely;   Robert  Harrison, 

dznary  seaman,  severely;  John  Hassett,  landsman,  severely;-  George  Goven- 

y^  quarter-gunner,  severely;   Leonard  Eollion,  marine,  slightly;   Cornelius 

ATtin,  ordinary  seaman,  probably  mortal;  James  H.  Powell,  ordinaiy  seaman, 

i^btly;    H.  O.  Busklin,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;   John  Widdis,  ordinary 

amao,  severely;  John  Daverin,  landsman,  slightly;  James  Webby,  captain  of 

iz<«n-top,  severely;  Alexander  Anderson,  landsman,  severely;  James  Black, 

ttjtermaster,  slightly;  Joseph  Dixon,  seaman,  slightly;  John  Griffith,  captain 

*  afler-guardy  slightly ;  James  Williams,  captain  of  maintop,  slightly.    Totid,  26. 

Pemsacola^ — John  Ryan,  quartermaster,  mort^Uy;   Greorge  Mowry,  quarter- 

iflirfter.  mortally,  amputated  leg;  Jonathan  Roberts,  ordinary  seaman,  severely, 

ftputatecl  arm ;  Michael  McKann,  landsman,  severely ;  Gustavus  Mason,  lands- 

M/u  tereteij;   Thomas  Kelly,  boatswain's  mate,  severely;  Edward  Brown, 

iptain  of  after  guard,  severely;  John  Sherlock,  ship's  cook,  severely;  John 

cnkinst  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  James  O'Donnal,  seaman,  severely ;  Samuel 

'ioper.  ordinary  seaman,  slightly ;  David  Anderson,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly ; 

tfrven  Collins,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Asa  Gifford,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly; 

ohn  Stewart,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Samuel  Randolph,  ordinary  seaman, 

tightly;     Polar   McKay,  landsman,   slightly;    Edward   Bowman,   landsman, 

lii^y;    Michael  Noonan,  landsman,  slightly;   Edward  Lee,  first-class  boy, 

lii^tiy;   Henry  Stermbei]^h,  sergeant  of  marines,  slightly;  George  Perkins, 

iKnor,  slightly;  Michael  O'Bryan,  marine,  slightly;  Frederick  Davye,  marine, 

i%chtly  J  Francis  Pepper,  marine,  slightly ;  John  Brogan,  marine,  slightly ;  Mr. 

l«ko  C.  Harris,  lieutenant  of  marines,  slightly ;  Mr.  Gerhard  Schultze,  acting 

kiftfer,  slightly ;  Mr.  John  G.  Huntley,  third  assistant  engineer,  slightly ;  Mr. 

^'l*on  Goodrich,  boatswain,  slightly;  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Gox,  carpenter,  slightly; 

ir    .yfred  Reynolds,  master's  mate,  slightly;  Mr.  George  DoUiver,  master's 

lAUe,  slightly.     Total*  33. 

RirJknumd, — John  Gordon,  seaman,  severely;  Gharles  A.  Benson,  seaman, 
it^tly;  Edward  Gollins,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  John  Ford,  seaman, 
bgtftly.     Total,  4. 

Imqmois.^-James  Noland,.  seaman,  mortally,  since  dead;  Walter  J.White, 
'.rponftl  of  marines,  mortally,  since  dead;   Robert  Lewis,  armorer,  severely; 
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George  Clark,  qoarter-ganner.  aeverdy;  Robert  Greenleaf, 'seaman,  seveiv 
John  Smith,  boy,  severely;  Martin  Winter,  boatswain's  mate,  s^htlT;  ^' 
Brown,  captain  of  maintop,  slightlj;  John  Conway,  ship's  corporal,  sligfat! 
George  Uiggins,  seaman,  slightly;  Benjamin  Rockwell,  seaman,  slightly:  ^ 
liam  Fool,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Heniy  Walters,  ordinary  Beaman,  alight 
William  Wogan,  landsman,  slightly;  Thomas  Kealy,  landsman,  slightly;  (^ 
Campbell,  landsman,  slightly;  Alfred  Freed,  boy»  slightly;  Alfred  Jtck.- 
marine,  slightly;  James  Bolan,  seaman,  slightly;  James  McCmniskey,  oniiiu 
seaman,  slightly;  Thomas  Francis,  ordinary  .seamaq,  slightly;  Mr.  Fram 
Hain,  third  assistant  engineer,  slightly.  Total,  22.  (The  last  three  belns^ 
to  the  United  States  steamer  Colorado.) 

Pinola. — Thomas  Foster,  ship's  cook,  severely;  Thomas  Ford,  hndiSji 
severely,  arm  amputated;  Thomas  H.  Jones,  officers'  steward,  severely;  Ht 
Stokely,  officers'  cook,  severely;  William  Ackworth,  qnartermajBter,  tHi^v. 
Thomas  L.  Smith,  coal-heaver,  slightly;  James  A.  Bassford,  ordinary  sam 
slightly.    Total,  7. 

Cayuga, — John  Lawson,  landsman,  severely ;  Frederick  O.  G.  Frinke,  Iili 
man,  severely,  amputated  arm;  Francis  Nersall,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Damp! 
coal-heaver;  James  Smith,  landsman;  John  Titus,  ward-room  cook :  all  sli^m 
Total,  6. 

Sciota. — ^Ftancis  Moriere,  seaman,  slightly ;  and  J.  Harrii^;ton,  seaman, 
verely.    Total,  2. 

Varuna. — ^M.  Rigan,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly ;  T.  Johnson,  ordinair  y 
man,  slightly;  William  Joice,  landsman,  slightly;  T.  Gordon,  marine,  eevt^.i 
D.  Mclaughlin,  marine,  slightly;  William  Perkins,  ordinary  seaman,  sli^L'J 
D.  McGinnis,  boy,  slightly;  J.  Logan,  marine,  slightly;  J.  McQuiut  msn 
slightly.     Total,  9. 

Mississippi, — John  Ward,  seaman,  slightly;  Richard  C  Carman,  m.i't 
slightly;  Robert  White,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Cyrus  D.  Many,  mWc 
slightly;  Albert  Ashley,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Mr.  King,  nuiBter,  ^Furht 
Total,  6. 

Winona, — Michael  0.  Holland,  seaman,  amputation  of  arm ;  Leonard  3t 
wart,  captain  of  forecastle,  severely;  Thomas  Trowers,  landBman,  ewwrr.* 
William  Wood,  seaman,  severely;  John  McGowan,  coal-heaver,  sitpp: 
Total,  5. 

lUuca, — Richard  Kane,  captain  of  hold,  severely ;  Thomas  Sparrow,  ^'i 
severely ;   Owen  Kaney,  coal-heaver,  severely ;   Isaac  Magnigre,  fireina!i. 
verely.     Total,  4. 

Mortar  JlotiUay  (Harriet  Lane,) — George  Henston,  seaman,  severely.  « 
putated  thigh. 

TOTAL. 

Killed,  36 ;  wounded,  135. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  FUet  Surs'^ 
Flag-Officer  David  G.  Farragut, 
,        CJommanding  Western  Guff  Blockading  Squadron, 


Additional  report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  J,  Jlf.  Foltz^ 

Flag-Ship  Hartford. 
Natchez,  Mississippi,  May  18,  \^- 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  additional  killed  and  wounde<l  ^"J" 
the  engagements  of  the  24fh  and  25th  of  April,  the  official  reporta  (wi  i 
medical  officers  of  those  vessels  having  just  been  received,  via  : 
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KILLED. 

the  2ith  April, — ^No.  37,  Gbaxles  H.  Kellej,  captain  after-guard. 

WOUNDED. 

Kineo — am  the  24th  Aprif. — ^No.  136,  Samuel  Walker,  seaman ;  137,  John 
^ewift,  cozBwalli ;  138,  Albert  Smith,  seamaD ;  139,  Henry  H.  Chase,  seaman ; 
40,  John  P.  Tibbits, Jandsman ;  141,  JoSn  Quinn,  landsman;  142,  Zelops 
uidiidge,  ordinary  seaman;  143,  W.  S.  Wilkins  Cragg,  second  assistant  engi- 

kf€T. 

Omeida — ok  %^h  April, — 144,  John  Dyer,  seaman,  sliehtly ;  145,  Thomas 
vrev*  0ennan,  severely;  146,  Robert  Watson,  seaman,  slightly. 
PortMmoMih^^tm  24th  April. — 147,  John  Hancock,  severely. 
I  aft,  very  nespectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  Fleet  Surgeon, 
Flag-officer  David  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blocktiking  Squadron. 


Papers  relating  to  the  surrender  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St,  Philip.' 

Vc>.  69.]  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  May  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  to  the  department  all  the  papers 
relating  to  the  surrender  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  to  the  forces  under  my 
ciimmand. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Oficer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sgwdron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

April  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  mofning  after  the  ships  passed  the  forts  I  sent  a  demand  if  Colo- 
nel Higgins  for  a  surrender  of  the  forts,  which  was  declined.  On  the  27th  I 
sent  Lieutenant  Colonel  Higgins  a  communication,  nerewith  enclosed,  asking 
again  for  the  surrender.     His  answer  is  enclosed. 

On  the  28th  I  received  a  communication  from  him,  stating  that  he  would  sur- 
render the  forts,  and  I  came  up  and  took  possession,  drew  up  articles  of  capitu- 
lation, and  hoisted  the  American  flag  over  the  forts.  These  men  have  defended 
these  forts  with  a  hravery  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  I  treated  them  with  all  the 
fonsideration  that  circumstances  would  admit  of.  - 

•  The  three  steamers  remaining  were  under  the  command  of  Commander  J.  K. 
Mitchell.  The  officer  of  the  fort  acknowledged  no  connexion  with  them,  and 
wished  in  no  way  to  be  considered  responsible  for  their  acts.  While  I  had  a 
flag  of  truce  up  they  were  employed  in  towing  the  iron  floating-batteiy  of  16 
gUDf*  (a  most  formidable  a£fair}  to  a  place  above  the  forts,  and,  while  drawing 
up  the  articles  of  capitulation  in  the  cabin  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  it  was  reported  to 
me  that  they  had  set  fire  to  the  battery  and  turned  it  adrift  upon  us.     I  asked 
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the  general  if  it  had  powder  on  board,  or  guns  loaded.  He  replied  that  he  wool 
not  undertake  to  aaj  what  the  navy  officers  wonld  do.  He  seemed  to  bavt 
great  contempt  for  them.  I  told  him  "  we  could  stand  the  fire  and  blow  u^s 
ne  could,"  and  went  on  with  the  conference,  after  directing  the  offic^^  to  1  - 
out  for  their  ships.  While  drifting  down  on  us,  the  guns,  getting  heated,  f: 
ploded,  throwing  the  shot  above  the  river.  A  few  moments  after  the  hatM 
exploded  with  a  terrific  noise,  throwing  fragments  all  over  the  river*  and  wouli 
ing  one  of  their  own  men  in  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  immediately  disappeared  ou^v 
water.  Had  she  blown  up  near  the  vessels,  she  wotild  have  deatrojed  r 
whole  of  them. 

When  I  had  finished  taking  possession  of  the  forts,  I  got  under  way  in  it 
Harriet  Lane  and  started  for  the  steamers,  one  of  which  was  still  fiyisf:  *1 
confederate  flag.  I  fired  a  shot  over  her,  and  they  surrendered*  There  war  ' 
board  of  them  a  ntmiber  of  naval  officers  and  two  companies  of  marine  artil^r 
I  made  them  surrender  unconditionally,  and,  for  their  infamous  conduct  in  tiy  '^ 
to  blow  us  up  while  under  a  flag  of  truee,  I  conveyed  them  to  close  couBn^oti 
as  prisoners  of  war,  and  think  they  should  be  sent  to  the  north,  and  kept  in  d<« 
ooi^nement  there  until  the  war  is  over,  or  they  should  be  tried  for  their  ioBurioo 
conduct  I  have  a  great  deal  to  do  here,  and  will  send  you  all  papers  when 
am  able  to  arrange  them. 

I  turned  over  the  forces  to  General  Phelps.  Fort  Jackson  is  a  perfect  ran 
I  am  told  that  over  1,800  shells  fell  in  and  burst  over  the  centre  of  the  fort  To 
practice  was  beautiftd.  The  next  fort  we  go  at  we  wOl  settle  sooner,  as  thi^ht 
been  hard  to  get  at.  The  naval  officers  sank  one  gunboat  whUe  the  capitolario 
was  going  on,  but  I  have  one  of  the  other  steamers  at  work,  and  hope  s^xm  :i 
have  the  other.  I  find  that  we  are  to  be  the  hewers  of  wood  and  arawerf  | 
water ;  but  aa  the  soldiers  have  nothing  here  in  the  shape  of  motive  power,  vi 
will  do  all  we  can. 

I  shoidd  have  demanded  an  unconditional  surrender,  but  with  such  a  foro*  U 
your  rear  it  was  desirable  to  get  possession  of  these  forts  aa  soon  as  po^biVH 
The  officers  turned  over  everything  in  good  order,  except  the  walls  and  hniii 
ings,  which  are  terribly  shattered  by  the  mortars. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  D.  PORTER, 
,  Commanding  Flotilh- 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farbagut. 


HSADaUARTERS  FORTS  JaCKSON  AND  8t.  PhILIP, 

Apra  87,  1S62. 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  demanding  the  surrender  of  theju*  M 
has  been  received.  In  reply  thereto,  I  have  to  state  that  no  official  inform.it' 
has  been  received  by  me  from  our  own  authorities  that  New  Orleani^  ha?  ^t 
surrendered  to  the  forces  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  and  until  such  InfonMth'a 
received  no  proposition  for  a  surrender  can4)e  for  a  moment  entertained  bi*"' 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HIGGIN8, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandinf 
Commodore  David  D.  Porter, 

United  States  Navy^  Commanding  Mortar  Fleet. 
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United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Mississippi  River ^  April  27,  1862. 

Si£ :  When  I  last  demanded  the  anrrender  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
littd  no  poftttive  assurance  of  the  saccess  of  onr  vessels  in  passing  safely  the 
It^es  on  the  river ;  since  then  I  have  received  communicationB  firom  Flag- 
Sc«T  Fairagnt,  who  is  now  in  possession  of  New  Orleans.  Our  troops  are,  or 
ili  be,  in  possession  of  the  prominent  points  on  the  river,  and  a  sufficient  force 
L^  been  posted  on  the  outside  of  the  hayous  to  cut  off  all  coipmunication  and 
«'%'^Qt  supplies. 

No  man  could  consider  it  dishonorable  to  surrender  under  these  circumstances, 
pecially-  when  no  advantage  can  arise  by  longer  holding  out,  and  by  yielding 
vrciolly  he  can  save  the  £rther  effusion  of  blood. 

You  have  defended  the  forts  gallantly,  and  no  more  can  be  asked  of  you.  I 
el  authorised  to  offer  you  terms  sufficiently  honorable  to  relieve  you  from  any 
^ling  of  humiliation. 

The  officers  will  be  permitted  to  retire  on  parole  with  their  side  arms,  not  to 
»rv^  again  until  regularly  exchanged.  All  private  property  will  be  respected, 
ily  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war  will  be  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
■venunent,  and  the  vessels  lying  at  or  near  the  forts.  No  damage  must  be 
)ne  to  the  defences.  The  soldiers  will  also  be  paroled  and  be  permitted  to  re- 
tra  to  their  homes,  giving  up  their  arms.  I  am  aware  that  you  can  hold  out 
nne  little  time  longer,  and  am  also  aware  of  your  exact  condition  as  reported 
» as  by  a  deserter,  which  convinces  me  that  you  will  only  be  inflicting  on  your- 
idf  ana  those  under  your  command  unnecessary  discomforts  without  any  good 
^Mxlts  arising  from  so  doing. 

Your  port  has  long  been  closed  to  the  world,  by  which  serious  injury  has  been 
fpcrienced  by  many  loyal  citizens.  1  trust  that  you  will  not  lend  yourself  to 
lie  further  injury  of  their  interests,  when  it  can  only  entail  calamity  and  blood- 
bed  without  any  possible  hope  of  success  or  relief  to  your  forts.  Your  sur- 
r'adcr  is  a  mere  question  of  time,  which  you  know  is  not  of  any  extent,  and  I 
^lerefore  urge  you  to  meet  my  present  proposition.  By  doing  so  you  can  put  an 
nd  to  a  state  of  affiurs  which  will  only  inflict  injury  upon  all  those  under  you, 
rho  have  strong  claims  upon  your  consideration. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  f  ORTER, 
Commanding  Mortar  Fleet. 

Colonel  Edward  Higgins, 

Commanding  Confederate  forces  in  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 


Umitbd  Stages  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Mississippi  River,  April  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  capitulation  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
vhicb  surrendered  to  the  mortar  flotilla  on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1862.  I  also 
inclode  in  a  box  (forwarded  on  this  occasion)  all  the  flags  taken  in  the  two 
'**ru>y  with  the  original  flag  hoisted  on  Fort  St.  Philip  when  the  State  of  Louis- 
ma  fcceded.  Fort  Jackson  is  a  perfect  wreck;  everything  in  the  shape  of  a 
rmildhig  in  and  about  it  was  burned  up  by  the  mortar  shells,  and  over  1,800 
i\itflh  feU  in  the  work  proper,  to  say  notning  of  those  which  burst  over  and 
i.nmnd.  I  devoted  but  little  attention  to  Fort  St.  Philip,  knowing  that  when 
Jnckson  fell,  Fqrt  St.  Philip  would  follow. 

The  mortar  flotilla  is  still  fresh  and  ready  for  service.  Truly,  the  backbone 
n'  the  rebellion  is  broken. 

<  hi  the  26th  of  the  month  I  sent  six  of  the  mortar  schooners  to  the  back  of 
Fort  Jaekson,  to  look  up  the  bayous  and  prevent  supplies  getting  in.  Three  of 
tlunn  drifted  over  to  Fort  LiviiigstoUt  and  when  they  anchored  the  fort  hung  out 
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a  white  flag  and   surrendered.     The  Kittatinnj,  which  had  been  blockadin 
these  for  some  time,  sent  a  boat  in  advance  of  the  mortar  yessehi.  and  rearhj; 
the  shore  first,  deprived  them  of  the  pleasure  of  hoisting  our  flag  over  wh&t  \% 
surrendered  to  the  mortar  flotilla.     Still,  the  fort  is  oois,  and  we  are  satisfied. 
amhappj  to  state  that  officers  and  crew  are  all  well  and  full  of  spirits. 
1  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs. 


United  States  Stbambji  Harriet  Lane, 
ForU  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  Missis^ppi  River,  April  28,  lS6i' 

By  articles  of  capitulation  entered  into  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  Aprfl.  ■ 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  between  David  D.  Porter,  comma»> 
United  States  navy,  commanding  the.  United  States  mortar  flotUla,  of  tht  i 
part,  and  Brigadier  General  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding  the  coast  defencef.  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Higgins,  commanding  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  of  tl 
other  part,  it  is  mutually  agreed — 

Ist.  That  Brigadier  General  Duncan  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Higgins  d 
surrender  to  the  mortar  flotilla  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  the  arms,  hqj!. 


US' 


nitions  of  war,  and  all  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  together  wid  ^ 
public  property  that  may  be  under  their  charge.  I 

2d.  It  is  agreed  by  Commander  David  D.  Porter,  commanding  the  mortu 
flotilla,  that  Brigadier  General  Duncan  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Higgins,  togetad 
with  the  officers  under  their  command,  shall  be  permitted  to  retain  their  •  .-' 
arms,  and  that  all  private  property  shall  be  respected;  furthermore,  thattbr^J 
shall  give  their  .parole  of  honor  not  to  serve  in  arms  against  the  government  ■  \ 
the  United  States  until  they  are  regularly  exchanged. 

3d.  It  is  fdrthermore  agreed  by  Commander  David  D.  Porter,  commaniii:^, 
the  mortar  flotilla,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  government,  that  th^  c^^' 
commissioned  officers,  privates,  and  musicians  shall  be  permitted  to  retin  '^^ 
parole,  their  commanding  and  other  officers  becoming  responsible  for  ^em:  xj>j^ 
that  they  shall  deliver  up  their  arms  and  accoutrements  in  their  present  contl  • 
tion,  provided  that  no  expenses  of  the  transportation  of  the  men  shall  h"  ^^ 
frayea  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  ' 

4th.  On  the  signing  of  these  articles  by  the  contracting  parties,  the  fort*  M 
be  formally  taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States  naval  forces  compft^^^' 
the  mortar  flotilla;  the  confederate  flag  shall  be  lowered,  and  the  flagot  tl^ 
United  States  hoisted  on  the  flagstaffis  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

In  agreement  of  the  above,  we,  tha  undersigned,  do  hereunto  set  our  bo^u 
and  seals.  * 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  Mortar  FhtiJk-  \ 
W.  B.  RENSHAW, 

Commander,  United  States  Xtirk- 
J.  M.  WAINWRIGHT, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Harriet  Lfon* 
J.  E.  DUNCAN, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Coast  Btfrsfri 

EDWARD  HIGGINS. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  C,  S,  A.,  Commanding  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  PhiJ^p- 
Witnessed  by — 
Edward  T.  Nichols, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Winona. 
J.  H.  Russell, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Kanawha. 
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lAit  of  officert  at  Fart  Jackstmy  Louisiana. 

.  Headquartbrs  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 

April  28,  1862. 

Brigadier  Greneral  J.  K.  Duncan,  P.  C.  S.  A. 

Lieutenant  Wm.  M.  Bridges,  aid  and  inspector  general. 

CaptaxQ  W.  J.  Seymour,  aide-de-camp,  volunteers. 

Captain  J.  R.  Smith,  volunteer  aide-oe-camp. 

Somerville  Burke,  assistant  surgeon,  P.  G.  S.  A. 

Dr.  Bradbury,  volunteer  surgeon. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  Higgins,  P.  0.  S.  A.,  commanding  Forts  Jackson 
uid  St.  Philip. 

Charles  K.  Morse,  lieutenant  Louisiana  artOlerj  regiment,  and  poet  adjutant. 

Wm.  B.  Bobertson,  captain  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

J.  B.  Anderson,  captain  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

R.  J.  Bruce,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery,  conmianding  com- 
pany D. 

£.  W.  Baylor,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery,  commanding  com- 
pany H. 

T.  Peters,  captain  company  I,  twenty-second  regiment  Louisiana  volunteers. 

James  Ryan,  captain  company  H,  twenty-second  regiment  Louisiana  volun- 
leerR. 

8.  Jones,  captain  company  I,  twenty-third  regiment  Louisiana  volunteero. 

F.  G*  Comars,  captain  company  St.  Mary's  cannoniers. 

Beverly  G.  Kennedy,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Abner  N.  Ogden,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

James  W.  Oaines,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

D.  Simon,  first  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 

George  Nongesser,  first  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 

George  0.  Foote,  first  lieutenant  St.  Mary's  cannoniers. 

Wm.  T.  Mumford,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Kdw.  D.  Woodlief,  second  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artiUery. 

Charles  Dermers,  second  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 

Christian  Jacobs,  second  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 

George  Menu,  second  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 

Thomas  J.  Royster,  second  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 

Walter  S.  Jones,  second  lieutenant  twenty-third  Louisiana  volunteers. 

Robert  Maurer,  second  lieutenant  twenty-third  Louisiana  volunteers. 

Minor  T.  Grardy,  second  lieutenant  St.  Mary's  cannoniers. 

Official  list: 

CHARLES  N.  MORSE, 
Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant. 
April  28,  1862. 

The  company  of  St.  Mary's  cannoniers,  eighty-eight  strong,  also  came  up  on 
the  United  States  gunboat  Kennebec. 
Corporal  Murray,  of  company  E,  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 
C>ne  private  from  company  D,  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Official: 

CHARLES  N,  MORSE, 

Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant. 
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Lift  of  officers  at  Fort  St.  Philip^  Louinana,  ineluSed  in  capitulation  of  Forh 

Jackson  and  St,  Philip,  April  28,  1862. 

M.  T.  Squires,  captain  Louisiana  regiment  artillery,  senior  officer. 

Richard  0.  Bond,  captain  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

J.  H.  Lamon,  captain  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Gbarles  Assenheimer,  captain  Louisiana  volunteers. 

Armand  Laityell,  (absent  at  date  of  capitulation,)  captain  Bienville  guards, 
recruited  in  the  parish. 

J.  K.  Dixon,  setond  lieutenant  C.  S.  A;,  commanding  company. 

Gharles  D.  Lewis,  assistant  surgeon  P.  G.  S.  A. 

Charlton  Hunt,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Henry  W.  Fowler,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Lewis  B.  Taylor,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery*  and  actixif 
assistant  quartermaster. 

Wm.  G.  Ellis,  first  lieutenant  regiment  Louisiana  artillery. 

P.  Ruhl,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  volunteers. 

Andrew  J.  Quigly,  second  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Wm.  B.  Jones,  second  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

H.  L.  Blow,  second  lieutenant  G.  S.  A. 

George  House,  acting  second  lieutenant  G.  S.  A. 

J.  Dressell,  second  lieutenant  Louisiana  volunteers. 

J.*A.  Guershet,  second  lieutenant  Louisiana  volunteers. 

S.  Martin,  second  lieutenant  Bienville  Guards,  recruited  in  the  parish. 

A.  Ghaussier,  second  lieutenant  BienvUle  Guards,  recruited  in  the  parish . 

Official : 

GHARLES  N,  MORSE, 
Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant, 


Disposition  of  prisoners  captured. 

No.  70.]  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

At  anchor  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  May  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  the  department  that  in  consequence  of  my  not  having 
any  suitahle  place  to  put  the  crews  of  the  rehel  gunboats  captured  by  thid  ^m* 
I  have  released  them  on  parole.  But  having  been  informed  by  Oommand«r 
Porter  and  others  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  has  been  such  as  to  deprivp 
them  of  any  claim  for  indulgence  on  our  part — ^they  having  sunk  two  of  tif 
vessels  while  under  a  flag  of  truce— I  have  determined  to  send  them  to  the 
north  as  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  dealt  with  as  the  department  may  think  pivpe^- 
They  will  be  sent  in  the  Ehode  Island. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

D.  G.  FARRA6UT, 
Flag-Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrtm. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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o.  85.]  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

,     Off  New  Orleans,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  paroles  which  I  harb  given 
»  th<?  priaonerB  captured  by  this  fleet.  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  very  reapectfxillyi  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAERAGUT, 
Floff- Officer,  Western  €hdf  Blockading  Squadron* 
lion-  GiDBON  Welles,     ' 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 

[Teems  of  parole.] 

I, 8 ,  being  taken  prisoner  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States 

inder  tbe  command  of  Flag-0£S[cer  Farragut,  and  being  released  by  him  on 
HiTole  of  honor,  do  hereby  solemnly  swear  and  promise  that  I  will '  not  aid, 
't>unteiuiiice,  or  abet  in  any  manner  any  person  or  persons  engaged  in  armed 
^l)elHon  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  unless  regularly  exchanged 
>r  released  from  this  parole. 


Report  of  Flag'Officer  Farragut  commendatory  of  the  conduct  of  those  under 

his  command. 

» 

No.  88.J  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  the  City  of  Nciv  Orleans,  May  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  will  bear  testimony  to  the  merit  of  the  commanders,  and  let  them 
bear  testimony  to  the  conduct  of  those  under  their  commands.  I  am  unwilling 
(hat  any  meritorious  individuals  should  be  passed  by  in  silence,  but  they  must 
l^H»k  to  their  immediate  commanders  for  special  notice,  except  when  they  come 
un«ler  my  eyes. 

I  fc^hall  always  be  ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  Commander 
Wain  Wright  and  his  first  lieutenant,  whose  good  organization  of  the  fire  depart- 
m*'ot  saved  this  ship,  and  to  his  officers  and  crew,  whoso  energy  and  courage  in 
('tung^ishing  the  fire,  and  keeping  up  the  fire  of  the  great  guns,  could  not  be 
^orpaased.  And  those  who  were  around  me,  the  signal  officer,  my  clerk,  Mr. 
iMxtm,  Messrs.  Bache  and  WardcU,  captain's  clerks,  and  Master's  Mate  Allen, 
>«lio  had  charge  of  the  20-pounder  rifle  gun,  (an  apprentice  boy,)  all  did  their 
(iaty  well,  particularly  Mr.  Allen,  whose  energy  and  courage  were  always 
foarked ;  and  had  he  a  better  education  I  should  certainly  recommend  him  for 
promotion,  but  I  trust  that  his  conduct  will  be  remembered  by  the  department. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  every  provision  possible  was  made  in 
advance  of  our  figbt  for  the  comfort  of  the  wounded  by  tne  fleet  surgeon.  Dr. 
Foltz,  who  was  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to  ameliorate  their  sufferings  and 
«irpiH»  their  wounds ;  in  feet,  all  whom  it  was  in  my  power  to  know  anything 
about  did  their  duty  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability. 

Ae  to  the  commanders  of  the  three  gunboats  who  failed  to  get  through,  the 
•i«-partment  must  take  their  own  statements,  as  I  never  saw  them  after  we  left 
mx  anchorage ;  but  their  conduct  previous  to  the  fight  had.  induced  me  to  form 
a  high  estimate  of  their  characters,  and  Lieutenant  Caldwell's  conduct  in  break- 
iig  the  barrier  chain  gave  an  earnest  of  an  intention  to  do  all  in  his  power  on 
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the  day  of  trial.     I  am  sure  that  the  mortification  thej  Bustsdned  by  their  failur* 
has  been  the  severcet  of  pnnishmente,  and  they  will  never  rest  antil  it  is  lemov*  -. 
All  of  which  is  respectftdly  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAEEAGUT, 
Flag- Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  WellbSi 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Congratulatory  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy- 

Navy  Department,  May  10,  1862 

Sir  :  Captain  Bailey,  your  second  in  command,  has  brought  to  the  dep.tr. 
ment  the  official  despatches  from  your  squadron,  with  the  trophiea  forwarded  r 
the  national  capital. 

Oar  navy,  fruitful  with  victories,  presents  no  more  signal  adueveraeia  th^ 
this,  nor  is  there  an  exploit  surpassing  it  recorded  in  the  annak  of  naval  warf^^ 
In  passing,  and  eventually  overcoming  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  the  Ur 
teries  above  and  below  New  Orleans,  destroying  the  barriers  of  chains,  steaL: 
rams,  fire  rafts,  iron-clad  vesseb,  and  other  obstructions,  capturing  from  u.- 
rebel  forces  the  great  southern  metropolis,  and  obtaining  possession  and  con:r> 
of  the  Lower  Mississippi,  yourself,  your  officers,  and  our  brave  sailors  and  mariu^  : 
whose  courage  and  daring  bear  historic  renown,  have  won  a  nation's  grstiiu:' 
and  applause.  I  congratulate  you  and  your  command  on  your  great  sncce^  ii 
having  contributed  so  largely  towards  destroying  the  unity  of  the  rebellion,  oij 
ki  restoring  again  to  the  protection  of  the  national  government  and  the  nationrii 
flag  the  important  city  of  the  Mississippi  valley,  and  so  large  a  portion  of  it- 
immediate  dependencies. 

Your  example  and  its  successful  results,  though  |ittended  with  some  sarTi^c* 
of  life  and  loss  of  ships,  inculcate  the  fact  that  the  first  duty  of  a  commander  il 
war  is  to  take  great  risks  for  the  accomplishment  of  great  ^ida. 

One  and  all,  officers  and  men,  composing  your  command,  deserve  well  of  tht-ir 
country. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


OPERATIONS  ^OF   THB    MORTAR    FLOTILLA. 

Commander  Porter*  s  announcement  of  the  poMoge  of  the  forts  by  thejieet,  c»J 
progress  of  the  homhardment  of  the  forts  by  the  mortar  flotilla. 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Mississippi  River.  April  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  with  tli^ 
fleet,  passed  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  on  the  morning  of  the  24 tb,  aiil 
should  be  in  New  Orleans  by  this  time,  as  he  can  meet  with  no  obt^UcIeo  snob 
as  he  has  already  passed,  the  way  being  comparatively  open  before  him. 

We  commenced  the  bombardment  of  ForttJackson  on  tne  ISth*  and  contmu«'i 
it  without  intermission  untU  the  squadron  made  preparations  to  more.  Tbt^ 
squadron  w«a  fonmed  in  three  lines  to  pass  the  forts.    Captain  Bailey  >  divij^i.m. 
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upufed  of  the  following  yessels.  leading  to  the  attack  of  Fort  St.  Philip ; 
y  uga,  Penaacola,  Miasisaippi,  Oneida,  Varaua,  Katahdin,  Kineo,  Wi8flahickon» 
MT-Offioer  Farragut  leading  the  following  vesselB,  (second  line :)  Hartfoid, 
iH>kijrn»  Bichmond;  and  Commander  Bell  leading  the  third  division,  com- 
yft\  uf  the  following  yessels:  Sciota,  Iroquois,  Pinola,  Winona,  Itasca,  and 
iinehec. 

The  litciamerB  helonging  to  the  mortar  flotilla,  one  of  them  towing  the  Forts- 
mth,  were  to  enfilade  the  water  hattery  commanding  the  approaches :  Mortar 
amera  Harriet  Lane,  Westfield,  Owasco,  Clifton,  and  Miami — ^the  Jackaon 
Ring  the  Portsmouth.  The  vessels  were  rather  late  in  getting  under  way  and 
ft  line,  and  did  not  get  fairly  started  until  3.30  a.  m.,  and  the  unusual  hustle 
pswd  the  garrison  that  something  was  going  on. 

In  an  hour  and  ten  minutes  after  the  vessels  had  weighed  anchor  thejihad 
p«f'd  the  forts,  under  a  most  terrific  fire,  which  they  returned  with  interest. 
!t£'  mortar  fleet  rained  down  shells  on  Fort  Jackson  to  try  and  keep  the  men 
no  the  gone,  while  the  steamers  of  the  mortar  fleet  poured  in  shrapnel  upon 
e  water  battery  commanding  the  approach,  at  a  short  distance,  keeping  them 
oiparatirely  quiet  When  the  last  vessel  of  ours  could  he  seen  amidst  the 
V  mA  amoke  to  pass  the  battery,  signal  was  made  to  the  mortars  to  cease 
\Q^.  and  the  flotilla  steamers  were  directed  to  retire  from  a  contest  that  would 
•m  become  very  unequal. 

h  was  now  daylight,  and  the  fleet  having  passed  along,  the  forts  began  to 
ly  their  attention  to  6nr  little  squadron  of  steamers,  the  Portsmouth,  which 
±*  being  towed  up,  and  three  of  the  gunboats  which  failed  to  pass  through. 
k-^***.  latter  became  entangled  in  some  wrecks  and  chains  placed  in  the  river  to 
^trncl,  and  which  were  only  partially  removed.  One  of  these  vessels  (the 
rmona)  got  through  aa  far  as  Fort  St.  Fhilip,  but,  having  all  the  guns  bearing 
:*  her,  she  sensibly  retired.  The  Itasca  was  fairly  riddled,  and  had  a  shot 
L^ia^h  her  boiler.     The  Kennebec  escaped  imhurt. 

1  un  di0fK>sed  to  think  that  our  squadron  received  but  little  damage,  consider- 
\z  the  unequal  contest — 142  guns  on  board  ship  opposed  to  100  on  shore — 
itcid  in  a  most  commanding  position.  For  twenty  minutes  after  the  ships 
ifiv<«d«  the  forta  fired  very  feebly  on  the  vessels  that  remained  outside ;  so 
iwL  0o  that  the  Portsmouth  was  enabled  to  drop  with  the  current  out  of  gun- 
^"t  though  the  shot  fell  pretty  freely  about  her  at  last.  I  think  the  fire  from 
li-*  nhips  must  have  been  very  destructive  to  life. 

Tbo  la«t  we  saw  of  our  vessels  they  were  standing  up  the  river.  Some  ex* 
Mi«ion  took  place,  which  made  us  feel  rather  uneasy,  but  which  may  have  been 
^  rebel  gnnDoats.  We  could  see  that  our  squadron  had  not  destroyed  all  the 
r.<iDv>  veaaels  at  the  fort,  for  three  or  four  of  them  were  moving  about  in  all 
inrtiona,  evident y  in  a  state  of  excitement. 

B«*fore  the  fleet  got  out  of  sight  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  celebrated 
va  MaoaaaaB  waa  coming  out  to  attack  ua ;  and  aure  enoagh,  there  ahe  waa, 
ipionmlly  steaming  along  ahore,  ready  to  pounce  upon  the  apparently  defence- 
'^f  mortar  vessels.  Two  of  our  steamers  and  some  of  the  mortar  vesaela  (^ned 
iiv  itn  her;  but  I  soon  diacovered  that  the  Manaaaaa  could  harm  no  one  again, 
ual  I  ordered  the  veaaels  to  save  their  shot.  She  was  beginning  to  emit  smoke 
Mm  her  porta  or  holes,  and  waa  diacovered  *to  be  on  fire,  and  ainking.  Her 
>'pe*  were  twiated  and  riddled  with  ahot,  and  her  hull  waa  also  well  cut  up. 
«bf  had  evidently  been  uaed  up  by  the  aquadron  aa  they  pasaed  alone. 

I  tric-d  to  aave  her  aa  a  curiosity,  by  getting  a  hawser  around  her  and  securing 
>T  10  the  bank,  but  just  after  doing  so  she  faintly  exploded.  Her  only  gun 
^t'lt  off.  and  emitting  flames  through  her  bow  port,  like  some  huge  animal,  she 
F^Ti;  a  plunge  and  diaappeared  under  the  water. 

Sini  came  a  steamer  on  fire,  whicn  appeared  to  be  a  veaael-of-war  belonging 
i'»  tht  rebels;  and  after  her  two  others,  all  burning  and  floatiog  down  the  atream* 
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Fires  seemed  to  be  raging  all  along  the  "up  river,"  and  we  suppoeed  tliat  uu 
squadron  were  burning  and  destroying  the  vessels  as  tbej  passed  along.     It  %^y 

Sears,  however,  that  the  McRae,  one  or  two  river  boats,  and  their  oelebra:*- 
oating  battery,  (brought  down  the  night  before,)  were  left  unhurt,  and  w«  * 
still  flying  the  confederate  flag. 

The  matter  of  the  floating  batteiy  becomes  a  veiy  serious  affiur,  as  they  &r 
hard  at  work  at  Fort  Jackson  mounting  heavy  rifled  guns  on  it,  which  an- 
no further  use  to  them  in  the  fort.     She  mounts  sixteen  guns,  is  almost  a^  ^-r 
midable  a  vessel  as  the  Merrimack,  perfectly  shot-proof,  and  has  four  poirt*rT . 
engines  in  her.     I  shall,  at  all  events,  take  such  steps  as  will  prevent  her  fr\<- 
destroying  anything,  and  we  may  still  hold  her  in  check  with  the  steam-  r- 
though  they  are  rather  fragile  for  such  a  secvice.     This  is  one  of  the  ill  eSc- ' 
of  leaving  an  enemy  in  the  rear.     I  suppose  that  the  ships  6red  on  her  as  tL<  * 
passed  through,  but  that  her  mail  resisted  the  shot     She  had  steam  on  cL- 
moming,  and  was  moving  about  quite  lively.     I  tried  to  put  some  mortar  ^h*-*:' 
through  her  roof,  but  without  effect,  as  she  moved  off*. 

The  forts  are  now  cut  off  from  all  conmiunication  with  New  Oriean;^.  b^  ' 
presume  that  Flag-Officer  Farragut  has  cut  the  wires.     I  h^ve  sent  the  'Mi a 
around  with  General  Butler  to  the  back  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  to  try  and  thiT»w 
troops  at  the  quarantine,  Ave  miles  along  the  forts,  and  at  the  same  time  <»j^ 
communication  that  way  with  the  flag-officer,  and  supply  him  with  ammuniti  •:. 
I  am  also  going  to  send  part  of  the  mortar  fleet  to  the  back  of  Fort  Jack.-  •: 
to  cut  off  the  escape  of  the  garrison  by  that  way,  and  stop  supplies.     A  de6i*rt«- 
who  can  be  relied  on,  informs  us  that  they  have^plenty  of  provisions  for  t«' 
months,  plenty  of  ammunition,  and  plenty  of  discomforts.     Our  shell  Hrt  :. 
citadel  on  fire  the  first  afternoon  we  opened.*  It  burnt  freely  for  seven  hnu^ 
but  I  thought  it  a  fire  raft  behind  the  fort,  as  they  continually  send  them  d^^ '' 
on  us,  though  without  any  effect. 

But  few  casualties  occurred  to  vessels  on  this  side  of  the  forts.     The  li.im- ' 
Lane  lost  but  one  man  killed,  and  one,  I  fear,  mortally  wounded.     The  Win<':^ 
lost  three  killed  and  three  wounded,  and  the  Itasca,  with  fourteen  shots  throuj 
her,  had  but  few  men  hurt. 

These  forts  can  hold  out  still  for  some  time,  and  I  would  surest  that  t}> 
Monitor  and  Mystic,  if  they  can  be  spared,  be  sent  here,  without  a  momrut ; 
delay,  to  settle  the  question. 

The  mortar  fleet  have  been  very  much  exposed  and  under  a  heavy  fire  f ' 
six  days,  during  which  time  they  kept  the  shells  going  without  intermiBnk*:^ 
One  of  them,  the  Maria  I.  Carlton,  was  sunk  by  a  shot  passing  down  throofrr 
her  magazine  and  then  through  her  bottom.  The  flotilla  lost  but  one  nun 
killed  and  six  wounded.  The  bearing  of  the  officers  and  men  was  worthy  ^ 
the  highest  praise.  They  never  once  flagged  during  a  period  of  six  days,  rn^rif 
had  an  acciaent  to  one  of  the  vessels  by  firing,  and,  when  shell  and  shot  wrn* 
flying  thick  above  them,  showed  not  the  least  desire  to  have  the  vessels  mo?<^ 
to  a  place  of  safety.  The  incidents  of  the  bombardment  will  be  mentkocnl  it> 
my  detailed  report. 

I  merely  write  this  hurried  letter  to  apprise  the  department  of  the  stau^  *d 
affairs,  and  shall  send  it  off  at  once  via  Havana. 

The  sight  of  this  night  attack  was  awfully  grand.     The  river  was  lit  op  (>r 
rafts  filled  with  pine  knots,  and  the  ships  seemed  to  be  fighting  literally  ami<i< 
flames  and  smoke.    Where  we  were  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  high,  and  coci 
paratively  harmless. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  the  ships  above  fared  as  well  as  we  did,  thoo^  amid  ?uci. 
a  terrific  fire.     It  was  gratifying  to  see  that  not  a  ship  wavered,  but  «t<N>il 
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Mtlilr  on  her  course;  and  I  am  in  bopes  (and  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  it) 
sii  they  now  have  possession  of  New  Orleans. 

I  aiDj  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  Flotilla, 
lion.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

?.  S. — Captain  Boggs  has  just  arrived  by  way  of  a  cut  tbrougb  the  swamps, 
iii  brings  the  following  additional  intelligence:  The  Varuna  was  sunk;  about 
'  buntired  men  were  killed  and  wounded;  ships  all  ready  for  another  fight 
•'«>h;»t ructions  on  the  way  to  New  Orleans.  Eleven  confederate  vessels  si^nk 
A  burnt  in  passing  the  forts.  General  Butler  is  about  to  land  men  the  back 
iT,  dx  mileti  above  the  forts.  No  officers  killed  or  wounded.  Soldiers  cap- 
li'A  miflerably  armed  and  without  ammunition. 


Commando^  Porter* s  detailed  report, 

Unitrd  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  April  30,  1862, 

Sitt :  1  liave  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
ifTAT  flotilla  under  my  command  since  the  day  the  vessels  entered  the  Mis- 
•fippi  river. 

<tu  the  16th  of  March  all  the?  mortar  fleet  crossed  "Pass  k  P Outre"  bar, 
•wtHl  by  the  Harriet  Lane,  Owasco,  Westfiold,  and  Clifton,  the  two  latter 
i»'iug  arrived  that  morning.  I  was  ordered  by  Flag-Officer  Farragut  to  pro- 
1*1  ti>  Southwest  Pass,  which  I  accordingly  did;  there  we  awaited  orders, 
•?ri;r  at  any  moment  ready  to  go  to  work  on  the  forts. 

A<  y<*.t  only  the  Brooklyn  and  Hartford  had  crossed  the  bar,  a  short  time  after 

.•  Uichmoud  passed  over,  and  then  the  Mississippi  and  the  Pensacola  came 

••lu  Ship  island  to  try  their  hand  at  getting  through ;  there  was  not  at  the 

'fi'*  a  great  depth  of  water,  and  their  pilots  were  not  at  all  skilful  or  acquainted 

•'h  the  bar.     I  volunteered  ray  services  with  the  steamers  belonging  to  the 

•••rtar  flotilla,  and,  after  eight  days*  laborious  work,  succeeded  in  getting  the 

'lip.*  throngh  and  anchored  them  at  Pilot  Town.     I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  but 

."  ihe  exertions  of  Commander  Renshaw,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baldwin,  and 

'•nu-nant  Commanding  Waiuwright,  that  the  two  latter  ships  would  never  have 

'  -1  iitside;  the  Miami,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrell,  also  rendered  assistance, 

St  s«  hitf  vessel  was  an  unmanageable  one,  he  could  do  no  more  than  act  as  a 

\-.  arn  anchor  to  heave  the  ships  ahead  by. 

Tijo  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  commanders  of  the  West  field  and 
" lit; on  (Renshaw  and  Baldwin)  for  the  exertions  thoy  displayed  on  this  occasion; 
ij  y  knew  that  the  success  of  the  expedition  depended  on  getting  these  ships 
V  r.  and  they  never  once  faltered  in  their  duty,  working  against  adverse  cir- 
;ilJl^tances,  and  impeded  by  a  fog  of  eight  days'  duration,  which  obscured  a 

?-*'!  Ht  the  distance  of  fifty  yards;  the  Harriet  Lane  also  did  all  she  could 
i  tIi  her  ffmall  power,  and  in  the  end  the  united  power  of  these  vessels  succeeded 
'  iT'  tting  over  the  bar  the  heaviest  vessels  that  ever  entered  the  Mississippi 
i\*  r. 

^Vlw»n  the  ships  were  all  re«ady  to  move  up,  I  directed  Mr.  Gerdes  (assistant 
-:  \h\T  Coast  Survey)  to  proceed  in  the  Sachem  and  make  a  minute  survey  from 

\Vlfy*6  Jump**  up  to  tiie  forts.  He  detached  Mr.  Oltmanns  and  Mr.  Harris, 
.••  first  an  aitsistant  on  the  Coast  Survey,  the  latter  sent  out  by  the  superin- 
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tendent  (Mr.  Archibald  Campbell)  of  the  northwestern  boundarj*  to  perfi 
what  might  be  required  of  him;  the  work  was  performed  in  boats;  lieotiu 
Commanding  Guest,  in  the  Owasco,  being  detailed  by  me  for  the  pnrpi'^ 
protecting  them.    These  two  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Harris  and  Oltmanns,  perf'TiL 
thdr  duty  most  admirably :  in  thi*ee  days  they  had  surveyed  and  trian^l  / 
over  seven  miles  of  the  river,  their  observations  taking  in  Forts  Jack^<n  \ 
St.  Philip;  much  of  this  time  they  were  under  fire  from  shot  and  ehfT  ^ 
distance  of  2,600  yards,  and  were  exposed  to  concealed  riflemen  in  the  ba 
On  one  occasion  Mr.  Oltmanns  was  fired  upon  from  the  bushes  while  fujti  ^ 
in  one  of  the  Owasco's  boat?,  one  of  the  balls  striking  an  oar.  but  th*  ^  ^ 
crew  drove  the  enemy  off  with  their  rifles,  and  Mr.  Oltmanns  proceeded  ^^^i:' 
work,  establishing  the  jwsitions  the  mortar  vessels  were  to  occupy  with  r 
coolness  and  precision.     1  deem  it  due  to  these  gentlemen  t<»  mention  theix  v.. . 
honorably  as  a  tribute  to  the  Coast  Survey — the  utility  of  which  i&  not  pr-i  - 
appreciated — and  as  a  mark  of  higb  satisfaction  with  them  ibr  their  invalj . 
services. 

The  survey  being  completed,  and  marked  positions  being  ajseigned  !••• 
vessels  when  their  distance  from  the  fort  could  be  known  to  a  yard.  1  bni. 
up  three  of  the  schooners  to  try  their  range  and  durability  at  a  distance  of  li'  i 
thousand  yards.     I  found  the  range  6ati8£Eictory,  and  had  no  reason  to  •! 
the  durability  of  the  mortar  beds  and  foundation.     I  received  but  littlf  *:i 
ragement  from  any  one  about  the  success  of  the  mortars,   it    having:  ' 
confidently  predicted  that  **  the  bottoms  of  the  schooners  would  drop  out  ;r 
tenth  fire."     I  had  no  doubts  myself  about  the  matter,  having  perfect  couii 
in  the  schooners.     Lieutenant  Commanding  John  Guest  guarded  the  C 
Survey  party  while  they  were  employed,  returning  the  enemy's  fire  wIim  •  • 
he  thought  he  could  do  so  with  effect. 

On  the  16th  Flag-Officer  Farragut  moved  up  the  fleet,  and  I  waa  tjI  1 
commence  operations  as  soon  as  I  was  i*eady.     The  schooners  sailed  up  ]  • 
or  were  towed  by  the  steamers,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  ISth  they  li'- 
reached  their  positions  ready  to  open  fire.     Previous  to  taking  tlieir  pi  ir 
had  directed  the  masts  to  be  dressed  off  with  bushes,  to  make  them  in\i>i' • 
the  enemy  and  intermingle  with  the  thick  forest  of  trees  and  matteti  \^ 
behind  which  they  were  placed ;  this  arrangement  proved  to  be  an  atiicir 
one,  for  never  once  during  the  bombardment  was  one  of  the  vessels  soeii  t 
the  forts,  though  their  approximate  position  was  known.     As  tlie  bushf?  «♦ 
blown  away  during  the  bombardment  they  were  renewed,  and  the  ma?t- 
ropes  kept  covered  from  view.     The  place  I  selected  for  the  mortar  'v  • 
was  under  the  lee  of  a  thick  wood  closely  interwoven  with  vines,  and  :• 
senting  in  the  direction  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  an  impenetrable  l- 
for  three  hundred  yards,  through  which  shot  could  scarcely  paaa.     Fn^n^ 
mastheads  the  forts  could  be  plainly  seen,  though  obser^'ers  there  cou]<i 
see  us  in  return.     The  head  vessel  of  the  first  division,  Lieutenant  Cumman* 
Watson   Smith,  was   placed  at  this  point,  2,850  yards  from   Fort  JacK- 
3,680  from  St.  Philip;  the  vessels  were  then  dropped  in  a  line  dose  I'^f 
other,  their  positions  having  been  marked  by  the  Coast  Survey  party,  « 
Messrs.   Oltmanns  and  Harrfs   superintending  personally  that  each  out*  • 
acquainted  with  the  proper  distance.     Next  to  Lieutenant  Gommandmg  Sn^i 
division  of  seven  vessels  (Norfolk  Packet,  Lieutenant  Commanding  ^V.l:- 
Smith;   Oliver  H.   Lee,  Acting   Master  Washington  Godfrey?  Pam,  Atf 
Master  Edward  G.  Furber;  C.  P.  Williams,  Acting  Master  Amos  E.  L*'- 
thome;   Arietta,  Acting  Master  Thomas  E.  Smith;  William  Bacon,  M' 
Master  William  P.  Kogers;  Sophronia,  Acting  Master  L^nnan  Baithol 't- 
was placed  the  six  vessels  of  the  tliird  division,  under  Lieutenant  CommA'*- 
K  R.  Breese,  (John  Griflith,  Acting  Master  Henry  Brown ;  Sanih  Bna-n.  A' t 
Master  Abraham  Christian;  Racer,  Acting  Master  Alvta  Phinniij;  Sea  }'  • 
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ting  Master  Hemy  E.  Williama ;  Heniy  James,  Acting  Master  Lewis  W. 
mington ;  Dan.  Smith,  Acting  Master  George  W.  Brown,)  and  one  vessel, 

f  PrreUMf  Acting  Master  Blancnard,  all  lying  in  line  close  together. 
All  the  vesaels  mentioned  were  anchored  and  secured  to  spring  their  broad- 
r««,  as  occasion  might  require  In  the  meantime  Lieutenant  Commanding 
f  n  Gneet  was  sent  ahead  in  the  Owasco  to  clear  the  bushes  of  riflemen  which 
t  h*'nn  found  to  lurk  there,  and  cover  the  vessels  from  the  lire  of  the  forts 
>ra  it  should  open ;  the  Westfield,  Clifton,  and  Miami  being  engaged  in  towing 
•  T^j^aels  to  their  posts. 

I   placed  six  vessels  of  the  second  division,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
.  Av .  Queen,  on  the  northeast  shore  of  the  river,  the  headmost  one  3,680  yards 
n  ¥<vt  Jackson,  to  which  the  division  was  directed  to  turn  its  attention.    The 
Un^mg  vessels  and  acting  masters  composed  this  division : 
T.  A.  Ward,  W.  W.  Queen,  commanding  second  divisipn. 
1(.  J.  Carlton,  Charles  E.  Jack,  acting  master. 
Matthew  Yasser,  Hugh  H.  Savage,  acting  master. 
<>w»<rrgeMangham,  John  Collins,  acting  master. 
<  trvctta,  Francis  E.  Blanchard,  acting  master. 
Sydney  O.  Jones,  J.  D,  Graham,  acting  master. 

Wlim  the  divisions  were  all  placed  signal  was  made  to  "commence  action," 
A  they  opened  in  order,  each  one  firing  every  ten  minutes.  The  moment  the 
>rf  ars  opened  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  responded  with  all  their  guns  that 
iild  bear,  but  for  some  time  did  not  appear  to  get  the  right  range;  the  hulls  of 
'  vr^eels  on  the  northeast  shore,  being  covered  with  reeds  and  willows,  de- 
i\*'fi  fbem  somewhat,  though  their  shot  and  shell  went  over.  The  fire  of  the 
» .-ny  wass  rapid,  and,  as  the  shell  and  shot  began  to  grow  rather  hot,  I  sent  to 
I'  lJ.ipr-officcr,  asking  that  some  of  the  gunboats  should  be  sent  to  draw  their 
»•.  For  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes  Lieutenant  Commanding  Guest  had,  at  the 
"*»!  of  the  mortar  fleet,  borne  the  fire  of  the  forts  uninjured,  and  only  left  there 

^i  a  supply  of  ammunition.  After  I  went  on  board  his  vessel  and  ordered 
tu  to  rrdre*  tne  mortar  vessels  having  been  reinforced  by  the  gunboats  sent  up 
**  the  flag-officer,  by  midday  the  fire  on  the  vessels  on  the  northeast  shore 
^•*<i]f;iia&t  Commanding  Queen's  division)  became  so  rapid,  and  the  shot  and 
i< !!  M\  so  close,  that  I  went  on  board  to  move  them.  One  large  120-pound 
A)  haA  passed  through  the  cabin  and  damaged  the  magazine  of  Lieutenant 
<<nmandutg  Queen's  vessel,  the  T.  A.  Ward,  coming  out  near  the  water-line, 
«r  npf^g  was  cut,  and  shot  flying  over  her  fast.  The  George  Mangham, 
t-tir.^  Master  John  Collins,  had  received  a  10 -inch  shot  near  her  water-line,  so 
n.  *T«i  them  both  (contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  officers)  two  hundred  yards 
-nlif'T  astern,  throwing  the  enemy  out  of  his  range,  which  he  did  not  discover 
t  iw«i  or  three  hours.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  fort  was  discovered 
I*  \n  in  flaxnest  and  the  firing  irom  the  enemy  ceased.  We  afterwards  learned 
l«t  the  citadel  had  been  fired  by  our  bomb-shells,  and  all  the  clothing  of  the 
r«*'ii<  and  eommissary  stores  had  been  burnt  up,  while  great  distress  was  ex- 
<n^-arrd  by  the  enemy  owing  to  the  heat  and  danger  to  the  magazine.  Had  I 
>»vni  the  extent  of  the  fire,  I  should  have  proceeded  all  night  with  the  bom- 
'^tlment;  but  the  crews  had  had  nothing  to  eat  or  drink  since  daylight.  I 
;.iev  not  how  much  the  mortar  beds  and  vessels  might  have  sufiered.  Night 
lnn$r  was  mieertain,  as  the  wind  had  set  in  fresh,  and  not  knowing  how  long 

bvmhordnient  I  might  have  to  go  through  with,  I  deemed  it  best  to  be  pru- 
^nt.  A  little  after  sunset  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  made  the  only 
L^iske  thai  occurred  dui'ing  the  bombardment.  The  fire  in  the  forts  blazed  up 
:;:am  at  night,  but  I  thought  it  one  of  the  fire-rafts  they  lighted  up  every  night 
\i  the  ttnU 

Tlie  fitfft  and  third  divisions,  under  Lieutenants  Commanding  Smith  and 
Ht'itfT,  acquitted  themselves  manfully  that  day,  and  though  the  shot  and  shell 
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fell  thick  about  tliem  behaved  like  veterane.     We  fired  on  thifl  daj  otit  I.r 
ehell,  many  of  which  were  lost  in  the  air,  owing  to  bad  fuae*.     No  accitl :. 
any  kind  occurred  from  careless  firing,  and  after  a  careful  examination  tin  . 
Bcls  and  mortar-beds  were  found  to  be  uninjured.     On  that  night,  at  two  u\ 
I  ordered  Lieutenant  Commanding  Queen  to  drop  out  of  the  line  of  fire,  a>  . 
placed  him  on  the  south  shore,  in  a  safer  and  cloeer  position,  though  ii'>i 
where  he  could  work  to  such  advantage,  the  fort  being  plainly  visible  from  b^ 
position,  and  the  effect  of  the  shells  could  be  more  plainly  noted.     On  t!i»  • 
shore  the  pointing  of  the  mortars  could  only  be  done  from  sights  fixt^l  t.. 
mastheads,  and  many  curious  expedients  were  resorted  to  to  obtain  comet 
expedients  very  creditable  to  the  intelligence  of  the  commanders  of  the  vi  • 
We  heard  afterwards  that  onx  first  day's  firing  had  been  more  aocuiat 
that  of  any  other  day,  though  it  was  all  good. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  we  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  again,  wten  I 
his  best  to  dislodge  us  from  behind  our  forest  protection  without  effect ; 
was  kept  up  as  rapidly  as  the  men  could  carefully  and  properly  htad,  tl^r  ♦  l- 
returning  it  with  what  heavy  guns  he  could  bring  to  bear  on  us,  most  *A'  hi-  • 
going  over  us  amongst  the  shipping  and  gunboats,  which  were  on  pian: 
employed  drawing  the  fire  away  from  us.     About  nine  o'clock  in  the  - 
morning  the  schooner  Maria  J.  Cai-leton,  Chai'le<s  Jack,  master,  was  sunk  ?  • 
rifle  shell  passing  do.wn  through  her  deck,  magazine,  and  bottom.     I  ha^i 
to  be  alongj^ide  at  the  time  and  had  nearly  all  the  stores  saved,  also  ih<  .: 
As  she  went  down  the  mortar  was  fired  at  the  enemy  for  the  last  time,  .vni 
was  the  last  of  the  •*  Carleton."     We  hauled  her  on  to  the  bank  when  we  i 
that  she  was  sinking,  and  were  thus  enabled  to  save  many  of  her  store^'* ;  It 
finally  slipped  off  the  bank  into  deeper  water,  and  nothing  was  left  vi^il  !• 
her   upper   rail.     Two   men   were  wounded  in  the  Carleton.     Acting  M 
Charles  Jack  came  out  in  this  vessel  from  New  York;  he  lost  his  maiiiniri- 
a  gale  off  Cape  llatteras,  but  persevert^d  until  he  arrived  in  Key  W» -t. 
sailed  with  the  flotilla  to  Ship  it^land.     He  went  through  another  gale,  liut  . 
into  port  safe.     He  was  almost  always  up  with  the  rest  in  working  up  :l.i  r 
under  sail  with  his  one  mast ;  and  when  his  vessel  sunk  he  voluntu  rt  ' 
services  on  board  the  vessel  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Queen,  to  whose  Jim 
he  belonged.     On  the  second  day  the  firing  from  the  forts  was  rather  ?t\'  - 
tlie  ;2iaats  and  rigging  of  the  first  division.     I  want^jd  to  remove  theia  .-»  I 
further  down,  but  wiis  prevented  from  doing  so  at  the  re(juest  of  hun: 
Commanding  Smith,  who  seemed  determined  not  to  withdraw  until  s«>di.  ii 
was  sunk.     He  had  one  man  killed  in  the  "Arietta,"  Acting  Master  Sr'ii:!.. 
a  ten-inch  shot  striking  between  the  stop  of  the  mortar  bed  and  th**  n:-  ^ 
which  disabled  it  for  a  time  only;  it  was  repaired  in  two  or  three  h->ur- 
men  meanwhile  under  tire,  without  any  occupation  to  keep  up  their  int< ; 
One  or  two  men  were  wounded  this  day.     We  had  another  conilagratiofi  iv 
fort,  the  shells  having  set  fire  to  some  quarters  put  up  for  oflicors  on  the  n 
west  angle  of  the  works ;  they  were  all  consumed.     The  firing  ee<*nuHl   ^• 
good  iin^  day,  though  some  said  the  shells  weut  over,  and  others  said  rhi ;»  ' 
short.     The  prooi'  of  accuracy  was  that  the  batteries  were  silenced  everv  * 
the  shells  were  concentrated  on  any  one  point.     The  fuse«  being  so  bad,  1  w 
up  the  plan  of  timing  them,  and  put  m  full-length  fuse^y  to  burst  after  lh«  \  i 
entered  the  ground.    In  some  respects  this  waa  disadvantageous,  but  we  ^l^I  ' 
few  by  bursting  before  time  in  the  air.     The  ground  being  wet  and  s^ot'.  " 
shells  descended  18  and  20  feet  into  the  ground,  exploding  after  some  t  : 
lifted  the  earth  up,  and  let  it  fall  baek  into  its  place  again,  not  dnio^  a  ^r 
deal  of  hiu*m,  but  demoralizing  tlie  men,  who  knew  not  what  tlic  conn  q»>« " 
might  be.     llie  effect,  1  am  told,  was  like  that  of  an  eartliquake.     Wh'i-  i' 
shells  hit  the  ramparts  they  did  their  work  effectually,  knocking  off  Iwrgr  y 
of  the  parapet  and  shattering  the  casemates.     On  the  third  and  fourth  daj 
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xTLairton  on  board  began  to  grow  sbort,  and  the  steamers  bad  to  be  sent  down 

.'IxiS*  It  np,  tbe  boats  of  tbe  sauadron  also  assisting  all  they  could,  in  the 
T»sr  cnrrenl,  to  supply  the  vessels.  The  steamers  laid  close  to  the  mortar 
^* '  *  while  tbe  shot  and  shell  were  flying  all  about ;  but,  strange  to  say,  not  a 
•*  1  wa*  stTQckt  though  I  expected  to  see  some  of  them  injured.  The  employ- 
.t  nf  them  in  that  way  could  not  be  avoided.  Everything  was  conducted 
[•  the-  f^rcaie^t  coolness,  and  the  officers  and  men  sat  down  to  their  meals  as 
'•thing  WBS  going  on — shells  bursting  in  the  air  and  falling  alongside,  and 
r  'AJid  rifle  shell  crashing  through  the  woods  and  tearing  the  trees  up  by  the 
.?       f  *n  tbe  fifth  day  the  fire  from  the  forts  on  the  head  of  the  first  division 

^  '^ry  rapid  and  troublesome.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  shots  fell  close 
U*'  vessels  in  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes,  without,  however,  doing  them  any 
wts;*t  beyond  hitting  the  Piira,  the  headmost  vessel,  and  cutting  up  the  rigging 
i  i(i;i:*TH.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  had  been  attracted  to  the  mastheads  of  one 
L«  large  ships  which  had  been  moved  up,  and  which  they  could  see  over  the 
«l.s.  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  move  three  of  them  two  or  three  lengths,  much 
li*-  aonoyancc  of  the  ofiicers,  who  seemed  indisposed  to  yield  an  inch.    Still, 

•I  uty  was  to  look  out  for  the  vessels  and  not  have  them  destroyed.  The 
ri-Ok  Packet  got  a  piece  of  a  shell  through  her  decks,  and  had  her  rigging 

.  -i»f^:«tre€»  cut  away,  and  one  man  wounded.  For  three  days  and  nights 
:iir#*re  and  men  had  h»id  but  little  repose  and  but  few  comfortable  meals,  so 

.  'Jed  tbe  divisions  into  three  watches  of  four  hours  each,  firing  from  one 
•-•,MU  about  168  times  a  watch,  or  altogether,  during  2 A  hours,  l,r>00  shell. 
I-  I  foand  rested  the  crews  and  produced  more  accurate  firing.  Overcome 
[b  futile,  I  had  seen  the  commanders  and  crews  lying  fast  asleep  on  deck, 
lb  4  mortar  on  board  the  vessel  next  to  them,  thundering  away  and  shaking 
>  7  thing  around  them  like  an  earthquake.  The  windows  were  broken  at  the 
.  ^,  thirty  miles  distant.  It  would  be  an  interminable  undertaking,  sir,  if  I 
--♦  t--»  attCQipt  to  give  a  minute  account  of  all  the  hard  work  performed  in  the 
t  lli^  OT  mention  separately  all  the  meritorious  acts  and  patient  endurance  of 

ciitninanders  and  crews  of  the  mortar  vessels.  All  stuck  to  their  duty  like 
"  •  vrxd  Americans ;  and  though  some  may  have  exhibited  more  ingenuity  and 
^I!f;:.-oce  than  others,  yet  the  performance  of  all  commanded  my  highest 
».  ^ition.  I  cannot  say  too  mncn  in  favor  of  the  three  commanders  of  divi- 
".•.  Lir-utenants  Watson  8mith,  W,  W.  Queen,  and  K.  R.  Breese.  I  can  only 
*.  I  would  like  always  to  have  them  at  my  side  in  times  of  danger  and  diffi- 

•y  They  were  untiring  in  their  devotion  to  their  duties,  directing  their 
I  '>.  who  could  not  be  supposed  to  know  as  much  about  their  duties  as  they 
!.  I  left  the  entire  control  of  these  divisions  to  themselves,  trusting  implicitly 
it  *h»»y  would  faithfully  carry  out  the  orders  which  I  had  given  them  previous 

Ua'  bombardment,  and  knowing  that  no  powder  or  shell  would  be  thrown 
» t;  if  th«*y  could  help  it.  The  end  justified  my  confidence  in  them.  During 
J'  -  bardm«nt  of  six  day's  they  were  constantly  exposed  to  a  sharp  fire  from 
* » y  ^int^  If  they  sustained  no  serious  damage  to  their  vessels  it  was  no 
4!'  iif  the  enemy,  who  tried  his  best  to  destroy  them,  and  who,  after  I  had 
■f  :rskwn  the  vessels  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Queen  from  a  very  exposed 

•i'ii*!if  reported  that  he  had  sunk  them. 

AM»*r  bombarding  the  fort  for  three  days  I  began  to  despair  of  taking  it,  and, 

•  'd,  iK'gan  to  lose  my  confidence  in  mortars,  but  a  deserter  presented  him- 
•f  tmm  Fort  Jackson,  and  gavo  me  such  an  account  of  the  havoc  made  by  our 
"TUr  practice  that  I  had  many  doubts  at  first  of  his  truth;  he  represented 
f  ri  \rf'dii  of  shells  falling  into  the  fort,  casemates  broken  in,  citadel  and  outbuild- 
•r*  t.tinit,  men  demoralized  and  dispirited,  magazine  endangered,  and  the  leve<? 
•  • :  trfs  went  to  work  with  renewed  vigor,  and  never  flagged  to  the  last. 

'  >-.  Ui»»  nijcht  of  the  20th  an  expedition  was  fitted  out,  under  Commander  Boll, 
t^  tr  purpose  of  breaking  the  chain ;  it  Was  composed  of  the  gunboats  Pinola 


•«  ' 
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and  Itasca;  it  was  arranged  that  all  the  mortars  sfaonld  play  upon  tli^  t' 
while  the  operation  was  going  on,  which  they  did  as  fiist  as  they  conM  ».* 
load  and  fire,  9  shells  being  in  the  air  frequently  at  one  time.     The  ve«*«S  * 
discovered,  and  the  forts  opened  fire  on  them  at  a  distance  of  three  anti  •  •. 
hundred  yards.     Lieutenant  Crosby  informed  me  that  but  for  tlie  ra|i:«]  a 
accurate  fire  of  the  mortars  tlie  gimboats  would  have  been  destmycd.     Tb»»  "  • 
lira  silenced  the  batteries  effectually,  and  Colonel  Higgins  ordenrd  the  m»-n  • 
the  casemates,  where  they  were  in  no  way  loth  to  go.     These  facts  havt?  ^ 
obtained  from  prisoners.     The  Itasca,  Lieutenant  Caldwell,  slipped  ibo  r.. 
of  one  vessel,  and  was  swept  ashore  by  the  current,  when  the  Pinola,  Lii  t  • 
ant  Commanding  Crosby,  got  her  off,  both  remaining  in  that  position  ov'.r 
minutes,  though  seen  by  the  enemy  and  seldom  fired  at. 

On  the  23d  I  urged  Flag-Officer  Farragut  to  commence  the  attack  wirli  • 
ships  at  night,  as  I  feared  the  mortars  would  not  hold  out,  the  men  wen"  i 
overcome  with  fatigue,  and  our  supply  ships  laid  a  good  way  off.     Ilie  c r- - 
had  brought  over  two  heavy  rifle  guns  to  bear  on  the  head  of  our  lint*,  s' 
was  aware  that  he  was  daily  adding  to  his  defences  and  strengthening  hi:-  im 
forces  with  iron-clad  batteries.     The  23d  was  appointed,  but  the  attack  tiil 
come  off.     I  had  fortunately  dismounted  with  a  shell,  on  that  day,  the  h«.i' 
rifle  gun  they  had  on  St.  Philip,  breaking  it  in  two,  and  it  annoyed  u^  nf»  •. 
I  did  not  know  it  at  the  time,  but  thought  the  ammunition  had  given  nut     ' 
the  23d  the  order  was  given  to  move  at  2  o'clock  in  the  order  which  ili»'  t 
ofiicer  will  mention  in  his  report.     The  steamers  belon^ng  to  the  mortar  {t 
were  assigned  the  duty  of  enfilading  a  heavy  water  battery  of  six  gnns  an*: ' 
barbette  of  guns  which  commanded  the  approach  to  the  forts;  and  th^  ni<r* 
having  obtained  good  range  during  the  day  were  to  try  and  drive  the  m<'u  ** 
the  guns  by  their  rapid  fire,  and  bursting  shell  over  the  parapets.     Th*'  H'  * 
steamers,  composed  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wainvr: 
leading;  Wcetfield,  Commander  Rcnshaw;  Owasco,  Lieutenant  Comiij.. 
Guct^t;  Cliilon,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baldwin,  and  Miami,.  Lieuteuani  l 
manding  Harrell,  moved  up,  (when  the  flag-ofiicer  lifted  his  anchor,)  70  tU'L 
apart,  and  took  position  under  the  batteries;  the  leading  vessel  500  yanl- 
the  others  closing  up  as  the  fire  commenced,     llien,  as  soon  as  the  liin:  ' 
Brooklyn,  and  Richmond  passed,  they  opened  with  shrapuell  on  the  fortf .  W- 
received  the  fire  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  replying  to  it     As  the  tiu-  * 
high,  and  they  were  close  in  shore,  nearer  the  forts  than  the  enemy  i?uj>p - 
they  occupied,  as  it  turned  out,  a  safer  position  than  the  vessels  farther  ou!  •  •- 
being  only  one  killed  and  one  wounded  on  board  the  Hanriet  Lane,  wliii- 
other  steamers  remained  untouched.     The  commanders  of  all  the  vessoL*  "'i 
occasion  did  their  duty,  coolly  kept  their  vessels  close  up,  fired  rapidl  v  -^ 
accurately,  and. the  signal  was  not  made  to  retire  imtil  the  last  vesstl  «r 
gallant  squadron  passed  through  the  flames,  which  seemed  to  be  literally  v:." 
them  up;  every  man,  spar,  or  rope  was  plainly  seen  amid  the  light,  aihI  t^' 
movement  of  the  ships  noted ;  that  last  vessel,  the  gallant  Iroquois,  wouM  [■' 
vokingly  linger  and  slow  her  engines  opposite  the  forts  to  give  the  rAch  j  i  * 
of  her  formidable  battery     When  she  also  disappeared  in  the  smoke  onr  *'^' 
was  hung  out  to  retire,  our  duty  having  been  accomplished,  and  the  fort  tnr'. 
its  entire  attention  to  our  little  force.     It  could  not,  nowever,  do  us  ranch  !•  •' 
as  the  rain  of  mortar  shells  almost  completely  silenced  them;  never  m  v^} 
did  I  witness  such  a  scene,  and  never  did  rebels  get  such  a  castigation.    C"j"' 
Higgins  ordered  the  men  from  the  batteries  into  the  casemates  to  av««i«i  * 
mortar  shells,  which  fell  with  particular  effect  on  that  night,  while  pa|"  ;* 
and  shrapuell  from  the  ships  gave  them  but  few  opportnnitiea  to  fire  fn>Ui  ^ 
casemates.     The  ships  had  gone  by,  the  back  bone  of  the  rebellion  wm  bT«  k* 
the  mortars  ceased  their  fire,  and  nothing  was  heard  for  a  time  but  tht  Ixi'-n 
of  guns  as  our  fleet  went  flying  up  the  river,  scattering  the  enemy's  gui  **• 
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tl  «biking  Ibem  as  they  passed.  We  all  sat  down  to  rest  and  speculate  on 
<  rliancefi  of  seeing  our  old  iriends  and  brother  officers  again. 
I  wa<  rejry  hopeful  myself,  for  I  knew  that  the  enemy  had  been  too  much 
luontlized  daring  the  last  week  by  mortar  practice  to  be  able  to  stand  against 
I*  fm  c»f  our  ships.  I  gave  the  ships,  when  they  started,  forty-five  minutes  to 
.«>  the  forts;  they  were  only  seventy  from  the  time  they  Hfted  their  anchors. 
NHt  the  senrices  of  a  well-armed  and  useful  vessel,  the  Jackson,  for  the  attack 
ibr  batteries.  Her  commander,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wood  worth,  during 
f  bfikir  was  appointed  to  tow  the  Portsmouth  ahead  of  the  mortar  steamers, 
.1  va£  cairied  down  the  stream.  He  persisted,  however,  in  taking  her  into 
*  [»^ith  after  the  battle  was  over  and  the  steamers  had  retired,  and  anchored 
r,  I  believe,  within  nine  hundred  yards  of  the  fort.  His  reception  and  that 
the  Portsmouth  was  a  warm  one,  for  the  east  batteries  opened  on  them ;  and, 
r  .r  ttfcaping  miraculously,  tlie  Portsmouth,  with  some  shots  in  her  hull  and 
epjtg  and  one  or  two  killed  and  wounded,  coolly  drifted  out  from  under  the 
\M*  and  took  her  old  position.  Had  the  rebels  not  been  overcome  with  despair 
«   vould  have  fared  badly. 

Immt^iately  on  the  passage  of  the  ships  I  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding 
'*^n  up  with  a  flag  of  truce,  demandhig  the  surrender  of  the  forts.  The  flag 
f  tmoe  was  fired  on,  but  apologized  for  afterwards.  The  answer  was,  "  The 
rmand  is  inadmissible."  Giving  the  men  that  day  to  rest,  I  prepared  to  fill  up 
t*  vessels  with  ammunition  and  commence  the  bombardment  again.  Having 
)  ihe  meantime  heard  from  Flag-Oificer  Farragut  that  he  had  safely  passed  the 
fc'tcries  1  determined  to  make  another  attempt  on  these  deluded  people  in  the 
jTi^  to  make  them  surrender,  and  save  the  further  effusion  of  blood.  Flag- 
»r:«:M  Farragut  had  unknowingly  left  a  troublesome  force  in  his  rear,  consisting 
i  iour  steamers  and  a  powerful  steam  battery  of  four  thousand  tons  and  sixteen 
ruvv  guns,  all  protected  by  the  forts.  I  did  not  know  in  what  condition  the 
ituxy  was,  only  we  had  learned  that  she  had  come  down  the  night  before, 
li'ij  prepared  to  wipe  out  our  whole  fleet.  If  the  enemy  counted  so  surely  on 
I.  •Troy big  our  whole  fleet  with  her,  it  behooved  me  to  be  prudent,  and  not  let 
if.  mortar  vessels  be  sacrificed  like  the  vessels  at  Norfolk.  I  commenced,  then, 
I  (Mimbardroent  on  the  iron-clad  battery,  supposing  it  lay  close  under  Fort 
}  bck^^on,  and  also  set  the  vessels  to  work  throwing  shells  into  Fort  Jackson 
izi\tu  to  let  them  know  that  we  were  still  taking  care  of  them ;  but  there  was 
^\f'  response:  the  fight  had  all  been  taken  out  of  them.  1  sent  the  mortar 
t  If ii'ols  below  to  refit  and  prepare  for  sea,  as  also  to  prevent  them  froip  being 
Invt-n  from  their  position  in  case  the  iron  battery  came  out  to  attack  them.  I 
Ui*  <nje  that  the  steamers  alone  could  manage  the  battery  Six  of  the  schooners 
i  'ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  rear  of  Fort  Jackson  and  blockade  all 
Lw  bayous,  so  that  the  garrison  could  not  escape  or  obtain  supplies.  I  eent 
Cf  Miami  and  Sachem  to  the  rear  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  to  assist  in  landmg  troops. 
i\tf>^  vessels  all  appeared  at  their  destination  at  the  same  time,  and  when 
A'lmlng  broke  the  enemy  found  himself  hemmed  in  on  all  sides.  It  was  a  mili- 
ujy  necessity  that  we  should  have  the  forts.  Our  squadron  was  cut  off  from 
i*;^!,  provisions,  and  ammunition ;  our  soldiers  had  but  little  chance  to  get  to 
K»  w  (>rlean8  through  shallow  bayous ;  the  enemy  in  the  city  would  hesitate  to 
•nmoider  whOe  the  forts  held  out;  communication  was  cut  off  between  them, 
iT'i  neither  party  knew  what  the  other  was  willing  to  do.  So  I  demanded  a 
''•TT^nder  again,  through  Lieutenant  Commanding  Guest,  offering  to  let  them 
ni-dn  their  side-arms  and  engage  not  to  serve  against  the  United  States  during 
\\iv  reWUion  until  regularly  exchanged,  provided  they  would  honorably  deliver 
■^P>  ^i»d4xmaged,  the  forts,  guns,  muskets,  provisions,  and  all  munitions  of  war, 
:lj»»  vessels  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  all  other  public  property.  The 
^r»»^H  was  civil,  and  hopes  were  held  out  that,  after  being  instructed  by  the 
•viuburitiea  of  New  Orleans,  they  would  surrender.    In  the  meantime  their  men 
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became  diBsatisfied  at  being  bo  Burrounded ;  tbej  bad  no  hope  of  kmger  h"l'  - 
out  witb  any  cbance  of  giicce&B,  and  gave  signs  of  insubordinatiou.     One  the  > 
a  flag  of  truce  came  on  board  the  Harriet  Lane,  proposing  to  sttnnender  tlark- 
and  St.  Philip  on  the  terms  proposed,  and  I  immediately  proceeded  to  the  i> ; 
with  the  Bteamers  Westfleld,  Winona,  and  Kennebec  in  company,  and  ^tn: 
boat  for  General  Duncan  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Higgins,  and  auch  pcr^^'-^j. 
tliey  miglit  see  fit  to  bring  with  them.     These  persons  came  on  board.  > 
proceeding  to  the  cabin  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  the  capitulation  was  drawn  np  i 
signed,  the  original  of  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  the  (i< : 
meut  by  Captain  Bailey,  no  opportunity  occurring  to  send  it  through  i  • 
Officer  Farragut,  without  loss  of  time.     The  officers  late  commanding  tlx*  : 
informed  me  that  the  vessels  would  not  be  included  in  the  capitulation,  &&   > 
(the  military)  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  naval  officers,  ana  were  in  m*  »■ 
responsible  for  their  acts.     There  was  evidently  a  want  of  unanimity  fh  i-^ 
the  different  branches  of  the  rebel  service.     I  afterwards  found  out  that  zv 
ill-feeling  existed,  the  naval  commander  having  failed,  in  the  opinion  of  thr  i 
tary,  to  co-operate  with  the  forts;  the  true  state  of  the  case  being  tliat  i* 
were  both  sadly  beaten,  and  each  laid  the  blame  on  the  other.     While  enir^- 
iu  the  capitulation  an  officer  came  below  and  informed  me  that  the  iron  fi<'  t 
battery  (the  Louisiana)  had  been  set  on  fire  by  two  steamers  which  had  1- 
lying  alongside  of  her.     This  was  a  magnificent  iron  steam  floating  batter; 
four  thousand  tons  and  mounting  sixteen  heavy  guns,  and  perfectly  pbutpr* 
She  had  been  brought  down  from  New  Orleans  the  day  before*  and  oo  it  * 
hopes  of  their  salvation  seemed  to  depend,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  !•. 
from  General  Duncan,  taken  in  the  fort : 

Fort  Jackson,  Loumanoj  April  22,  r^02. 

Captain  :  Your  note  of  this  date  relative  to  the  steamer  Louisiana,  tli(  ' 
wardness  of  her  preparations  for  attack,  the  dispositions  to  be  made  of  hex,  t^* 
has  been  received. 

It  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  present  fire  of  the  enemy  should  be  ^^i 
drawn  from  us,  which  you  alone  can  do.     This  can  be  done  in  the  mnnnrr  -  . 
gested  this  morning,  under  the  cover  of  our  guns,  while  your  work  on  \hv ' 
can  still  be  carried  on  in  safety  and  security.     Our  position  is  a  critical  I  > ' ' 
dependent  entirely  on  the  powers  of  endurance  of  our  casemates,  many  of  ^  ;< 
have  been  completely  shattered,  and  are  crumbling  away  by  repeated  ?i»  ^• 
and  therefore  I  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  again  urge  my  suggestions  oi  'l 
morning  upon  your  notice.     Our  magazines  are  also  in  danger. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCA>\ 
Brigadier  GenernJ. 
Captain  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  Naval  Farces  Lower  Mississippi  River. 

I  was  in  hopes  of  saving  this  vessel  as  a  prize,  for  she  would  hare  Ixv'p  - 
materially  usenil  to  us  in  all  future  operations  on  the  co^ist*  her  batterti')^  '*' 
Btrength  being  sufficient  to  silence  any  fort  here,  aided  by  the  other  v*'*.-*  - 
Seeibg  her  lying  so  quiet,  with  colors  down  and  the  two  steamers  un«J^r  "' 
guns,  I  never  dreamed  for  a  moment  that  they  had  not  surrendered.    Tb»'  '^^ 
and  ourselves  had  flags  of  truce  flying,  and  I  could  not  make  any  movant  '^' 
without  violating  the  honor  of  the  United  States  and  interrupting  iho  rap'^" 
lation  which  was  being  drawn  up.     The  burning  of  the  vessels  wa»  fl"n'  " 
quietly  that  no  one  suspected  it  until  the  battery  was  in  a  blase.    1  ^''^  ' 
remarked  to  the  commanders  of  the  forta  that  the  act  wu  in  no  way  ercth^  >'' 
to  the  rebel  commander.     The  reply  was,  "we  are  not  responFtbie  for  tlw  J' 
of  these  naval  officers."     We  proceeded  with  the  conference,  and  while  :«' '  ^ 
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V«l  fiJi  officer  came  to  infoim  me  that  the  iron  clad  battery  was  all  in  flames 
^■i  drifting  down  on  ns,  having  burnt  the  ropes  that  had  fastened  her  to  the 
•-  k-  I  InqaiTed  of  the  late  commanders  of  the  forts  if  they  knew  if  the 
mi»  were  loaded,  or  if  she  had  much  powder  on  board.  The  answer  was,  "  I 
!v<Time  BO,  but  we  know  nothing  about  the  naval  matters  hei-e."  At  this 
.••fu««at  the  guns,  being  heated,  commenced  going  off,  with  a  probability  of 
jniwing  shot  and  shell  amidst  friend  and  foe.  I  did  not  deign  to  notice  it 
jfiKcT  thnn  to  say  to  the  military  officers,  ''if  you  don't  mind  the  effects  of 
*r  fiploeion  which  is  soon  to  come,  we  can  stand  it."  If  the  ever  memorable 
ommander  Mitchell  calculated  to  make  a  stampede  in  the  United  States  ves- 
k\*  W  his  infamous  act  he  was  mistaken ;  none  of  them  moved  or  intended  to 
ai^T,  and  the  conference  was  carried  on  as  calmly  as  if  nothing  else  was  going 
n.  though  proper  precautions  were  taken  to  keep  them  clear  of  the  burning 
"Jx^.  A  good  Providence,  which  directs  the  most  unimportant  events,  sent 
li'  battery  off  towards  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  as  it  got  abreast  of  that  formidable 
'ft  it  blew  up  with  a  force  which  scattered  the  fragments  in  all  directions, 

lling  one  of  their  own  men  in  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  when  the  smoke  cleared 
•n  II  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  having  sunk  immediately  in  the  deep  water  of 
*••  Uif^lssinpi.  The  explosion  was  terrific,  and  was  seen  and  heard  for  many 
ttilt*  up  ana  down  the  river.  Had  it  occurred  near  the  vessels  it  would  have 
l.-«rTOT«d  every  one  of  them.  This,  no  doubt,  was  the  object  of  the  arch  traitor 
•  ^•>  wan  the  instigator  of  the  act.  He  failed  to  co>operate,  like  a  man,  with 
li^  military  confederates,  who  looked  to  the  means  he  had  at  his  disposal  to 
vn*  them  from  destruction,  and  who  scorned  alike  his  want  of  coui-age  in  not 
L-^iifting  them,  as  well  as  the  unheard  of  and  perfidious  act  which  might,  in  a 
ijfa^ure,  have  reflected  on  them. 

Hnw  different  was  the  course  of  the  military  commanders,  who,  though  en- 
ri*;t^  in  so  bad  a  cause,  behaved  honorably  to  the  end.     Every  article  in  the 

n  was  delivered  up  undamaged.    Nothing  was  destroyed,  either  before  the 

iviitulation  or  while  the  capitulation  was  going  on,  or  afterwards.  The  most 
'fr£|ialoufl  regard  was  paid  to  their  promises.  They  defended  their  works  like 
.'♦n.  and  had  they  been  fighting  for  the  flag  under  which  they  were  born  in- 
'"^'J  of  against  it,  it  would  have  been  honor  enough  for  any  man  to  have  said 
)'  bad  fought  by  their  side. 

AtVrr  the  capitulation  was  signed,  I  sent  Commander  W.  B.  Renshaw  to  Fort 
»f  •!  kson.  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ed.  Nichols  to  Fort  St.  Philip,  to  receive 
'If  *urrender  of  the  forts.  The  rebel  flag  was  hauled  down  and  the  stars  and 
-r.jK^  once  more  floated  over  the  property  of  the  United  States.  The  sun 
:*Ter  t^hone  on  a  more  contented  and  happy  looking  set  of  faces  than  those  of 
')»-  prisonero  in  and  about  the  forts.  Many  of  them  had  not  seen  their  families 
for  months,  and  a  large  portion  had  been  pressed  into  a  service  distasteful 
t-  ih«*m,  subject  to  the  rigor  of  a  discipline  severe  beyond  measure.  They 
^''-rr-  frequently  exposed  to  punishments,  for  slight  causes,  which  the  human 
U  ime  could  scarcely  endure,  and  the  men  who  underwent  some  of  the  tortui-es 
ii'-iitioned  OD  a  list  of  punishments  I  have  in  my  possession  must  have  been 
«'*-»hle  afterwards  to  do  any  duty  for  months  to  come.  Instead  of  the  downcast 
^'•uut^auutcoB  of  conquered  people,  they  emerged  from  the  fort  (going  home  on 
i'^ir  parole)  Kke  a  parcel  of  happy  school  boys  in  holiday  times,  and  no  doubt 
t>'.T  felt  like  th^n  also. 

Wien  the  flags  had  been  exchanged  I  devoted  my  attention  to  Commander 
M  *»rb«»U,  who  was  lying  a  half  mile  above  us  with  three  steamers,  one  of  which 
I  bod  Kttttled.  Approaching  him  in  the  Harriet  Lane,  I  directed  Lieutenant 
^  'riiaraandiug  Wainwright  to  fire  a  gun  over  him,  when  he  lowered  his  flag.     I 

lif  n  will  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wainwright  on  board  to  take  possession  and  re- 
''  <^t  the  anconditional  snrrendcr  of  the  party,  consisting  of  fourteen  naval  officers 
uiil  ai'Vtai  vugineerSt  temporarily  appointed ;  the  crew  of  the  iron-clad  battery  con- 
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BiBted  of  three  hundred  men  and  two  companies  of  marine  artOIeij,  nearh  .-> 
from  civil  life,  and  ser%'ing  mnch  against  their  will,  so  they  said.     Commu  . 
Mitchell  and  the  other  naval  officers  were  transferred  to  the  Westfidd  a*  pri-- 
ers  of  war,  and  as  soon  as  time  would  allow  the  marines  and  sailors  were  - 
in  one  of  the  captured  vessels  to  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  at  New  Orleans,    \ 
captured  military  officers  were  sent  up  to  New  Orleans  on  their  parole;  ami  tl 
ended  the  day  on  which  the  great  Mississippi  rejoiced  once  more  in  baviii^- 
portals  opened  to  the  commerce  of  the  world.     The  backbone  of  the  nb* ! 
was  broken,  and  from  the  appearance  and  talk  of  the  soldiers  we  miglit  -• 
hope  to  see  the  people  united  again  under  the  folds  of  the  flag  of  the  I  u 
WhUe  the  capitulation  was  going  on  I  sent  the  steamer  Clifton  down  U*  brii.j 
troops,  and  when  Greneral  Phelps  came  up  I  turned  the  forts,  gans,  and  d  i. 
tions  of  war  over  to  his  keeping.     My  next  step  was  to  visit  Forts  Jack-M»n  1 1 
St.  Philip.   Never  in  my.  life  did  I  witness  such  a  scene  of  desolation  and  wt 
as  the  former  presented — ^it  was  ploughed  up  by  the  thirteen-inch  mortar.-, 
bombs  had  set  fire  to  and  burnt  out  all  the  buildings  in  and  around  tLc  ^ 
casemates  were  crushed  and  were  crumbling  in,  and  the  only  thing  that  s 
them  were  the  sand  bags  that  had  been  sent  from  New  Orleans  during  tbi  I 
bardmcnt,  and  when  they  began  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  mortars.     Wh^n 
communication  was  cut  off  between  them  and  the  city  this  resource  of  sand ) 
could  avail  them  no  longer.     It  was  useless  for  them  to  hold  out ;  a  day'- 1*- 
bardment  would  have  finished  them ;  they  had  no  means  of  repairing  dani'i: 
the  levee  had  been  cut  by  the  thirteen-inch  bombs  in  over  a  hundred  \>iy 
and  the  water  had  entered  the  casemates,  making  it  very  uncomfortablt',  :t 
impossible,  to  live  there  any  longer.     It  was  the  only  place  the  men  had  i- ' 
to  out  of  reach  of  the  bombs.     The  drawbridge  over  the  moat  had l>een  brik 
all  to  pieces,  and  all  the  causeways  leading  from  the  fort  were  cut  and  lil 
up  with  bomb-shells,  so  that  it  must  have  been  impossible  to  walk  there  or 
on  any  operations  with  any  degree  of  safety.    The  magazine  seem^  to  :.v 
been  much  endangered,  explosions  having  taken  place  at  the  doorit^df,  all  ■ 
cotton  bags  and  protections  having  been  blown  away  from  before  the  tn;v  \^ 
door.     Eleven  guns  were  dismounted  during  the  bombardment,  some  of  ^ ' 
were  remounted  again  and  used  upon  us.     The  walls  were  cracked  and  1>  *  ^ 
in  many  places,  and. we  could  scarcely  step  without  treading  into  a  hole  i:- 
by  a  bomb-shell ;  the  accuracy  of  the  fire  is,  perhaps,  the  best  ever  f ♦•<  J; 
moii;ar  practice ;  it  seems  to  have  entirely  demoralized  the  men  and  aptuDJ.-i  • 
the  officers.     A  water  battery,  containing  six  very  heavy  guns,  and  wliicb  . 
noyed  us  at  times  very  much,  was  filled  with  the  marks  of  the  bomb!*,  no  i  - 
than  170  having  fallen  into  it,  smashing  in  the  magazine,  and  driving  the  p  *■ 
out  of  it.     On  die  night  of  the  p:issage  of  the  ships  this  battery  wns  comj^N'" 
silenced,  so  many  bombs  fell  into  it  and  burst  over  iU    It  had  one  gun  in  )'•  • 
largest  I  have  ever  seen,  made  at  the  Tredegar  works.     I  would  not  pn't«r"  ' 
say  how  many  bombs  fell  in  the  ditches  around  the  works,  but  soldieri^  in    ■ 
forts  say  about  three  thousand ;   many  burst  ovex  the  works,  scatteriuj:  ' 
pieces  of  shell  all  around.     The  enemy  admit  but  fourteen  killed  and  tlurt;^  -•' 
wounded  by  the  bombardment,  which  is  likely  the  case,  as  we  found  but )' ' 
teen  fi-esh  graves,  and  the  men  mostly  stayed  in  the  casemates,  which  were  Oir 
inches  deep  with  water  and  very  uncomfortable.     Many  remarkable  ci*"^!  ~ 
and  incidents  were  related  to  us  as  having  happened  during  the  bombarti^"' - 
Colonel  Higgins  stated  an  instance  where  a  man  was  buried  deep  in  the  c^- 
by  a  bomb  striking  him  between  the  shoulders,  and  directly  afterward^  uu'-i'" 
bomb  exploded  in  the  same  place,  and  threw  the  corpse  high  in  the  air.    AK  • 
boats  and  scows  around  the  ditches  and  near  the  landing  wert?  snok  l>y  ^^''^^'" 
and  when  we  took  possession  the  only  way  they  had  to  get  in  and  cmt  •»■•  ' 
fort  to  the  landing  was  by  one  small  boat  to  ferry  them  acroas.    All  the  lu»  1 
shingles,  and  bric&s  used  in  building  or  repairs  was  scattered  about  in  cm^'^'-  ' 
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■I  bnnit  Qp,  and  every  arooimt  of  discomfort  that  man  could  bear  seemed  to 
Lv  ••  bern  nhowered  npon  those  poor  deluded  wretches. 

I  was  M  much  struck  with  the  deserted  appearance  of  what  was  once  a  most, 
■uitiful  dpot,  that  I  ordered  Mr.  Gerdes  and  his  assistants  on  the  coast  survey 
lii  ike  me  an  accurate  plan  of  all  the  works,  denoting  every  bomb  that  fell, 
I  ['JA  near  as  possible)  the  injury  the  fort  had  sustained,  every  distance  being 
rarateiy  measured  by  tape-line  and  compass,  and  the  comparative  size  of  frac- 
ir«'*  noted*    The  work  has  been  executed  with  great  zeal  and  accuracy,  though 
» ill  only  give  a  faint  idea  of  the  bombs  that  fell  about  the  fort ;  many  are  lost 
;r^it  fif  in  Uie  water,  which  has  been  let  in  by  the  cut  levees ;  many  burst  over 
>.  ftirt;  but  enough  have  been  marked  to  indicate  the  wonderful  precision  o 
n*  and  the  endurance  of  the  forts.     Had  the  ground  been  hard  instead  of  being 
^t  mud,  the  first  day's  bombardment  would  have  blown  Fort  Jackson  into 
f<*in' ;  as  it  is,  it  is  very  much  injured,  and  will-  require  thorough  repair  before 
vxii  be  made  habitable. 

FuTt  St.  Philip  received  very  little  damage  from  our  bombs,  having  fired  at 
with  only  one  mortar,  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  silancing  a  heavy  rifled  gun 
iiirh  annoyed  us  very  much ;  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  strike  it  in  the  mid- 
W-,  and  break  it  in  two,  and  had  not  much  more  annoyance  from  that  fort ;  two 
vnf.  were  capsized  by  a  bomb  at  one  time,  but  without  injuring  them ;  they  were 
rait)  n'tilaced  ;  some  trifling  damage  was  done  to  the  works,  though  nothing  to 
S»ct  tnc  efficiency  of  the  batteries ;  it  was  from  Fort  St.  Philip  that  our*  ships 
tifTrn^d  most,  the  men  and  officers  there  having  had,  comparatively,  an  easy 
Miv  of  it.  I  felt  sure  that  St.  Philip  would  surrender  the  moment  Jackson 
k^uh'd  down  the  secession  flag,  and  consequently  directed  all  the  attention  of 
in"  mortar  schooners  to  the  latter  fort.  The  final  result  justified  me  in  coming 
o  ihisk  eonclnsion. 

I  trast  that  yon  will  excuse  me,  sir,  for  dwelling  so  minutely  on  matters  re- 
irh)<^  to  this  important  victory,  though  I  have  endeavored  to  make  my  report 
L^  ^hort  as  possible. 

Kvery  little  incident  in  this  ever  to  be  remembered  drama  will  be  interesting 
^  the  tme  lovers  of  our  Union,  who  will  rejoice  over  the  fact  that  the  great 
ivrr  which  18  the  main  artery  of  our  country  is  once  more  in  our  possession, 
lud  tbat  we  may  soon  hope  to  see  the  stars  and  stripes  floating  over  every  hut 
KUfi  hamlet  •along  its  banks.  It  only  remains  for  me,  sir,  to  do  justice  to  the 
wtfieen}  who  have  been  under  my  command  during  this  arduous  and  sometimes 
■mplea^ant  service.  Commander  Renshaw,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Guest, 
U»;utenant  Commanding  Wainwright,  lieutenant  Commanding  Harrell,  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Baldwin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Woodworth,  are  the 
«'<Rcew  commanding  steamers  connected  with  the  flotiUa.  Their  duties  were 
tarioas  and  arduous — ^towing,  supplying,  and  getting  under  the  guns  of  the 
f'iTX  when  opportunities  offered,  or  they  were  permitted  to  expose  their  vessels. 
1"  the  attack  on  the  water  batteries  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wainwright 
o>Tnmanded  the  Harriet  Lane  (as  I  noticed)  coolly  and  bravely ;  and  his  officers 
wi«l  crew  did  their  duty,  all  the  vessels  lying  quietly  under  the  heavy  fire  for 
^t'«  n  mimites,  until  it  was  time  to  open  their  batteries,  which  they  did  with 
''i!*-tt,  imtil  the  time  came  to  retire.  Commander  Renshaw  made  his  rifle  gun 
^i)  tt-ith  effect,  keeping  his  vessel  in  close  order.  Lieutenant  Commanding 
<ie»<«t.  with  his  zealous  crew,  who  had  tired  over  200  shell  at  the  forts  at  different 
tirar'*.  kppt  his  shell  flying  as  fast  as  usual,  bursting  (as  I  witnessed)  with  good 
*'^*'i\  in  the  midst  of  the  batteries.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baldwin,  who  I 
|^v(.  always  found  ready  for  any  duty,  no  matter  how  arduous  or  thankless,  was 
^  ao  way  behind  any  one;  his  heavy  battery  of  nine-inch  and  thirty-two- 
p'unders  mttled  through  the  outer  works  of  the  fort,  helping  to  keep  Jackson 
*\W  while  our  heavy  ships  were  forcing  their  way  through  logs  chained 
^>g<etl)er,  fire  rafts,  rams,  to  say  nothing  of  the  .enemy's  gunboats,  iron  batteries. 
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and  forts  built  to  dispute  the  passage  of  any  fleet  which  might  be  sent  agai-:-  * 
them.     The  steamer  Jackson,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Woodworth,  towed  ti 
Portsmouth  gallantly  into  fire,  though  his  position  was  more  gaDantlr  tli  t-- 
wisely  taken ;  he  was  fortunate  that  his  vessel  and  the  Portsmouth  were  not  <    : 
to  pieces.     I  have  been  so  struck  with  the  energy  and  zeal  of  Licntenautf  ('• 
manding  Woodworth  and  Baldwin,  that  I  hope  the  Navy  Department  wiu  r* 
ward  them  by  reappointing  them  as  permanent  officers  m  the  service^  (if  fr 
will  accept  it,)  for  while  the  navy  is  composed  of  such  men  it  will  mvvr   ■ 
defeated  in  equal  contests.     Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrell,  of  the  Miiuiii,  I. . 
had  under  his  command  a  most  wretched  and  unmanageable  vessel,  aud  L:l<  .  •  . 
had  an  opportunity  to  do  himself  full  ju«?tice;  he  was  always  ready  to  do  a-.- 
service  required  of  him,  and  on  the  night  of  the  attack,  with  the  rest,  w  >rk    . 
his  battery  with  eflfect.     As  soon  as  the  forts  had  been  passed,  on  account  (l  • 
light  draught,  I  sent  him  to  co  operate  with  General  Butler  in  Ian  fling  troopa  tm: 
side,  which  duty  he  performed  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

If  the  efforts  of  the  mortar  flotilla  have  not  met  your  expectations  in  r  - 
ducing  the  forts  in  a  shorter  time,  it  must  be  remembered  that  great  difficul  1 1  • 
existed,  first  in  the  soil,  which  allowed  the  bombs  to  sink  at  least  twenty  f«  '. 
by  measurement,  before  exploding,  the  difficulty  of  seeing  the  fort,  as  it  i<  u 
much  above  the  surrounding  bushes,  and  the  endurance  of  the  casemates,  wIli 
were  deeply  covered  with  earth,  and  better  constructed  than  supposed;  by:  J 
am  firmly  of  opinion  that  the  moral  effect  of  this  bombardment  will  g*  ir 
towards  clearing  all  forts  of  rebels,  and  1  draw  attention  to  the  ca«e  of  F  •  . 
Livingston,  which  held  out  a  flag  of  truce  the  moment  three  mortar  ves?!'!-  v:- 
peared  before  it.  Flag-Officer  Farragut  has  ordered  me  to  ro|)air  to  Ship  i.-Lv  • 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  larger  vesselsi  but  not  to  commence  any  operatic  it- 
until  he  arrives. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  steamers  m  relation  :  - 
the  conduct  of  those  under  their  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  Fli/tiUn. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  W,  B.  Renshaw,  United  States  Steamer  Westfithl 

United  States  Steamer  Wbstpibld, 

Mississippi  River,  May  5,  1SG2. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  np  ' 
of  the  operations  of  the  United  States  steamer  Westfield,  under  my  oomuiai  i. 
since  her  arrival  in  the  Mississippi  river. 

Upon  our  reaching  Pass  a  TOutre,  on  the  morning  of  the  I8th  of  March.  I 
had  the  honor  of  reporting  my  arrival  to  you  in  person,  and  by  your  or<{cr  -^ 
once  proceeded  to  tow  the  mortar  schooners  inside  the  bar.  From  thai  <l.ii' 
iintil  the  13th  day  of  April  we  were  constantly  engaged  towing  and  as.-ir-tni' 
in  getting  the  United  States  ships  Mississippi  aud  Pensacola  over  the  bar  a* 
Southwest  Pass. 

On  the  13th,  while  engaged  covering  the  Coast  Survey  party ,  ^'ho  won*  tn- 
angulating  the  river,  you  joined  us  with  the  Harriet  Lane  and  other  res>tl.-  -^ 
the  squadron,  and  ordered  me  to  start  ahead  and  endeavor  to  reach  with  "if 
rifle  8hot  two  of  the  rebel  gimboats  that  were  below  the  point  watchin*:  •• " 
motions.     Two  dischargee  of  tlie  rifle  caused  them  to  retirte,  and  join  somf  .^» 
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riorht  of  their  squadron  lying  tinder  the  guns  of  Fort  Jackson.  We  continued 
ir  atlrance,  and  soon  brought  the  whole  squadron  within  range  of  our  100- 
'fi rider  rifle,  when  we  again  opened  fire,  and  so  successfully  that  (as  I  have 
•jce  learned  from  prisoners)  we  broke  the  shaft  of  the  gunboat  Defiance,  and 
lh<Twifl»e  80  much  crippled  her  that  she  was  subsequently  sunk  by  her  crew. 
\ir  forts  having  opened  upon  us,  our  signal  of  recall  was  made,  and  we  returned 

*  lOir  station.  • 

<  *n  the  morning  of  the  17th  our  boats,  together  with  those  of  the  mortar 

•rilla.  extinguished  the  fire,  and  towed  on  shore  a  large  fire  raft,  and  on  the 

•;rlit  of  the  17th  we  ran  alongside  to  windward  of  another  large  fire  raft.     We 

lU'W  water  from  our  force  pumps  upon  it,  and  materially  assisted  in  subduing 

UH  Hames. 

<  >u  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  after  assisting  in  towing  the  mortar  schooners 

•  thrir  positions,  I  was  directed  by  you  to  proceed  up  the  river  and  drive  off  a 
i'Niinrr  that  menaced  the  head  of  our  line  of  mortar  vessels.  The  steamer  fled 
l"»n  our  approach,  but  having  reached  a  position  that  brought  the  forts  in  easy 
:in;:e  of  OUT  rifle,  we  fired  deliberately  ten  shots  with  that  gun,  many  of  which, 

li  iw  reason  to  believe,  took  effect  upon  Fort  St.  Philip,  the  enemy  at  the 
ajuo  time  throwing  their  rifle  and  10-inch  shot  and  shell  thickly  around  us. 

At  3.30  a.  m.  on  the  morfting  of  the  2l8t  we  discovered  another  large  fire  raft, 
rhich  we  ran  alongside  of  and  assisted  in  extinguishing.  From  the  19th  to  the 
:4tli  instant  we  were  engaged  with  the  rest  of  the  flotilla  steamers  in  supplying 
'!>'  moruir  schooners  with  ammunition. 

On  tlie  morning  of  the  24th  we  got  under  way,  in  company  with  the  flotilla 
t*':ujier.*,  led  by  yourself  in  the  Harriet  Lane,  together  with  all  the  vessels  of 
In-  ixiaadron,  for  the  attack  on  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  At  3.45  wo 
[x'nt'd  fire  with  all  our  guns  upon  Fort  Jackson  at  an  estimated  distance  of  600 
k/inU.  and  remained  in  this  position  until  your  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing 
«»♦!  Ti'tire  from  action. 

1  nm  happy  to  infonn  you  that  during  this  heavy  cannonade  this  ship  was 
^•a  injured  or  a  man  hurt  on  board,  owing  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  from  the 
^to-  of  the  fort  we  engaged,  having  passed  over  us. 

h  alj*o  affords  me  the  highest  gratification  to  express  my  unqualified  appro- 
i'iitiwii  and  high  appreciation  of  the  bravery  and  zealous  attention  to  duty  of  the 
('tilriT.<  and  crew  of  the  ship,  whether  engaged  in  our  unremitting  duties  or  when 
mj''«T  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

Inuring  our  operations  against  the  forts  we  have  expended  thirty-five  rifle  shot 
3i«>d  AM,  eleven  9-inch  slicll,  and  seventeen  8-inch  shell.  Here  let  me  state, 
•if,  tli&t  upon  the  several  occasions  this  ship  has  been  under  the  fire  of  the  forts, 
1  .iTo  been  constrained  from  using  my  very  eflicieut  rifled  gun  as  frequently  as 
I  c'ltild  have  desired,  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  more  projectiles  (than 
u.>  -*t  we  had  on  board)  upon  the  station.  I  will  also  state  that  it  was  in  accordance 
"*  'u  your  wishes  that  1  was  thus  careful  of  the  few  shot  and  shell  we  had. 

l*LrTDit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  in  explanation  of 
*'  »  *«rroiDgly  small  amount  of  ammunition  we  have  expended,  that  ui)on  all  the 

<»-vion8  thia  ship  has  been  engaged  (save  the  action  of  the  24th  ultimo)  it  was 
♦•n}inta^x>U8  to  fight  her  "  head  on,"  which  prevented  the  use  of  all  the  guns 

^c'|ii  the  rifle. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

•  W.  B.  RENSHAW, 

Commander  United  Slates  Navy, 
Cvmmander  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla,  Mississippi  River, 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  D.  Harrell,  United  States  Steamer  ML: «-: 

United  States  Stbambr  Miami, 
Mississippi  River,  April  24,  1S^«2. 

3iR:  I  h^ve  the  honor  to  report  that,  iu  obedience  to  your  order,  I  w^iS 
anchor  at  half-pag^t  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  and  took  . 
assigned  position  in  the  line.   *At  the  proper  time  opened  and  continued  t 
upon  Fort  Jackson  until  ordered  to  discontinue. 

I  have  pleasure  in  adding  that  officers  and  men  did  their  whole  duty, .. 
although  shot  and  shell  passed  over  and  fell  thickly  around  us,  we  sustaint'*] 
injury. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  HARRELF. 
Lieutenant  Cofnuumda:^. 
Commander  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla,  Mississippi  River. 


United  States  Steamer  Miami. 

Mississippi  Ricer,  May  3,  I'^tC. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  z-> 
ultimo,  which  I  received  immediately  after  the  action  of  that  morning,  I  r*'c»-i\ 
General  Butler  and  staff  on  board,  and  proceeded  to  Pilot  Town  for  the  I"  •. 
which  I  was  ordered  to  procure. 

After  obtaining  them,  I  immediately  started  to  Isle  au  Breton  bay,  and  tl>  r 
received  on  boara  one  regiment  of  troops,  which  I  landed  at  quarandne  ?t;-.'  ■ :, 
above  and  in  the  rear  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  I  continued  conveying  and  lan-i"  : 
troops  until  the  forts  surrendered.  I  then  proceeded  and  landed  seven  huii>l'.  i 
and  fifty  troops  at  New  Orleans  on  the  first  instant- 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  HARRELU 
Lieutenant  Cofnmandir^. 
Commander  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla,  Mississippi  River,  \ 


Report  of  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Wainivright,  commanding  United  St^Ues  steamer 

Harriet  Lane, 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Mississippi  River,  April  26,  18*)  2. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your. order,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  n'[»rt 
of  the  part  taken  by  this  vei?sel  in  the  action  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  infract. 
between  the  United  States  naval  forces  and  the  batteries  of  Forts  Jackson  i\rA 
St.  Philip. 

At  1.30  a.  m.  all  hands  were  called,  in  anticipation  of  the  signal  from  tl<f 
flag-ship  to  prepare  to  get  under  way,  which  was  made  at  2  a.  m.  Every  pr*  p- 
aration  for  a  move  being  completed,  we  impatiently  waited  the  moment  win  w 
our  turn  would  come. 

In  the  meantime  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  were  getting  under  way,  and  formiru* 
in  their  respective  lines,  the  starboard  under  Captain  Bailey,  in  the  gtmb\i: 
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Avnga,  leading.  At  3.28  a.  m.,  the  fleet  beiDg  all  under  way,  and  steaming 
)  tlie  rirer,  signal  was  made  to  the  eteamera  of  the  mortar  flotilla  to  weigh 
icbfYT,  and  we  stood  up  towards  the  forts,  our  duty  being  to  take  an  enfilading 
^uioa  below  the  water  battery  of  Fort  Jackson. 

At  3.45  a.  m.  the  forts  opened  on  the  leading  ships,  and  immediately  there- 
'tr  tlie  mortar  vessels^  commenced,  and  at  3.60  were  raining  a  rapid  and  con- 
tinouft  fixe  on  the  enemy  such  as  has  rarely  before  been  witnessed.  * 

T!ie  crew  were  now  called  to  quarters,  and  we  steamed  rapidly  up  the  river 

take  our  appointed  position.  Shortly  after  we  passed  the  head  of  the  line  of 
'»nar  vessels  we  found  ourselves  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was  very 
»t.  t>Tit  most  fortimately  too  high.  It  was  not  till  4.20  a.  m.  that  our  guns 
tuld  he  brought  to  bear,  when  we  opened  on  them  with  shell  and  shrapnelT. 

At  4.30  a.  m.  a  shot  carried  away  one  of  the  stanchions  and  a  portion  of  the 
illing  of  the  bridge  between  the  wheel-houses,  the  fragments  of  which  killed 
3*'  man,  and  seriously  wounded  another  stationed  at  the  9-inch  gun,  on  the 
tuirter-deck. 

We  retained  our  position  within  five  hundred  yards  of  Fort  Jackson,  firing 
f-  rapidly  as  possible,  till  4.50  a.  m.,  when  the  last  vessel  was  seen  to  pass  be- 
KttTi  the  forts.  The  signal  was  then  made  to  retire  from  action,  and  we  stood 
•>wn  the  river  to  our  former  anchorage,  followed  by  the  steamers  of  the  mortar 
•Hilk.  At  4.55  a.  m.  four  rockets  were  sent  up,  as  a  signal  to  the  mortar  ves- 
t-y  to  ceASte  firing,  and  shortly  after  we  came  to  an  anchor  astern  of  them. 

It  givcft  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  one  and  all  the  officers  and  crew  of 
ii'.h  vo!«$ol  did  their  duty  like  men,  and  displayed  commendable  coolness  under 

lit-avy  fire,  which  they  were  obliged  to  endure  for  some  minutes  before  it  could 
"•  rerurned.  My  especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant 
'.liward  Lea,  who  had  the  general  superintendence  of  the  battery;  Acting  Mas- 
t  r>  Willis  F.  Munroe  and  Charles  H.  Hamilton,  commanding  the  gun  divisions, 
ritl  Acting  Master  J.  A.  Hannum,  in  charge  of  the  powder  division,  which  was 
^f  .1  and  mpidly  served  ;  also  to  Acting  Master  George  W.  Sumner,  an  eleve  of 
h  Naval  Academy,  attached  to  the  Horace  Beall,  who  volunteered  for  service, 
in  ]  ^ve  me  his  valuable  assistance  in  superintending  the  cutting  of  shrapnell,  &c. 

In  conclusion,  you  must  permit  me  to  render  the  humble  tribute  of  my  admi- 
r3tii)i3  to  the  coolness,  ability,  and  untiring  zeal  you  have  displayed  during  the 
irduons  and  perilous  duty  so  gallantly  performed  for  the  last  six  days  by  the 
i&Mrtar  flotilla.  Such  an  example  coula  not  fail  to  inspire  the  confidence  of 
llir««e  under  your  command  in  the  glorious  success  which  has  attended  their 
'xmions,  and  which  the  result  has  proved  to  be  so  well  foimded. 

I  Li^rewith  enclose  the  report  of  the  medical  officer  of  the  casualties  which 
■tacurred  on  board  this  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  yotir  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WAINWRIGHT, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Commander  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  commanding  John  Cruest,  United  States  Gunboat  Owasco, 

United  States  Steam  Gunboat  Owasco, 

Mississippi  River,  April  28,  1862. 

SiK :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  submit  this  report : 
At  mfridian  on  tl^e  12th  of  April,  the  Owasco  being  at  the  head  of  the  passes, 
^  y  Tour  order  I  got  under  way  to  protect  the  steamer  Sachem,  having  on  board 
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the  Coast  Survey  party,  tinder  Mr.  F.  H.  Grcrdes,  while  making  a  recflnnowar.' 
of  the  river.     Ou  reaching  our  advanced  squadron  of  gunboats,  Commaudt  r 
P.  Lee,  senior  officer,  I  reported  to  him  that  I  was  about  to  pass  ahead  fur  ; 
purpose  above  indicated. 

Captain  Lee  said  the  enemy  were  in  large  force,  and  he  would  follow  with 
the  gunboats.    As  it  was  too  late,  when  the  Sachem  got  up  to  ud,  to  work.  ^ 
deferred  proceeding  till  morning.     In  the  meantime  I  advised  you«  sir,  ot  ! .' 
state  of  affairs,  and  next  morning,  shortly  after  I  had  commenced  work*  I  ^ 
the  satisfaction  to  see  you  pass  me  with  all  the  steamers  of  the  mortar  ii<  'h  . 
which  doubtless  prevented  much  annoyance  from  the  enemy. 

Clearing  the  bushes  with  canister  from  our  howitzere,  the  eurvcyon*,  M«  •=  -~ 
Oltmanns  and  Bowie,  landed  in  one  of  our  boats  and  prosecuted  their  v,. 
without  molej?tation. 

On  the  14th  we  resumed  the  work,  and  carried  the  triangulation  well  ii; 
the  forts  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  suppprted  by  the  Westficld,  Coming:  > 
Renshaw.     The  surveyors  were  landed  at  the  point  desired.  In  the  O^*  a.-^c 
gig,  under  charge  of  jMaster's  Mate  Thomas  D.  Babb.    As  the  boat  shovi .: 
1  observed  three  of  the  rebel  steamers  within  gunshot,  aud,  fearing  they  in. 
fire  upon  our  boat,  1   opened  upon  them.    After  firing  four  shells  fn.iii  :. 
11-inch  gun  and  three  from  the  rifled  gun,  the  steamers  moved  up  to  tbe  t- 
At  this  moment  some  riflemen  in  the  bushes  fired  at  the  gig  boat,  wiiti 
hurting  any  one,  although  an  oar  was  struck.    Mr.  Babb,  with  perfect  i  ' 
posure,  returned  the  fire  from   his  boat.    The  surveying  party,  with   o 
coolness,  put  up  their  signals  and  took  three  angles,  one  hundred  Tanb  :; 
the  spot  where  they  were  fired  at. 

On  the  15th,  as  the  work  had  not  been  carried  sufficiently  high  up  on  ' 
left  bank  of  the  river,  by  your  order  I  took  the  party  up  that  side,  foUowi  i  < 
the  Miami  as  a  support. 

After  the  survtjyors  had  finished,  finding  myself  within  easy  range  of  r 
forts*,  just  before  leaving  I  fired  an  11-inch  shell  into  Fort  Jackson,  to  tiy  il 
range.     They  fired  twice  in  return,  one  of  the  shots  past^ing  over  us  aud  !><■! 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  astern,  the  other  just  ahead  of  us. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  Messrs.  Oltmanns  and  Bowie  for  i 
intrepid  and  skilful  manner  in  which  they  performed  tliis  service. 

On  the  16th  the  Owasco  accompanied  you  in  your  experimental  trial  v  . 
three  of  the  mortar  schooners  in  trying  the  ranges  on  the  forts  fi-om  tlie  hft  i^ .;  • 
of  the  river.     This  day  the  enemy  fired  about  twenty  shot*,  but  without  •t'l  t' 

On  the  17th  our  boats,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Babb,  were  employed  in  towin^r  r 
ships  clear  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  18th,  at  6  a.  m.,  we  got  under  way,  and  soon  received  orders  tr-  • 
you  to  proceed  ahead  of  the  bomb  schooners,  on  the  right  bank,  to  clt^iir  i 
bushes  of  riflemen  near  the  designated  position  of  the  mortar  Bchoom^r?,    I 
obedience  thereto  we  steamed  close  along  the  bank  of  the  river  until  we  arr^- 
at  a  smokepipe  of  a  sunkeu  steamer,  when  the  forts,  at  five  minutes  pa*<t  t  i 
fired  two  shots  at  us,  which  I  immediately  retunied  from  my  11-inch  gun.  *J 
was  followed  by  sharp  firing  from  both  forts. 

Being  within  easy  range  of  Fort  Jackson,  I  directed  my  fire  upon  it  and  r'U 
tinned  the  action ;  twenty  minutes  after  that  the  first  mortar  schooner  opt  n  • 
and  after  that  at  internals,  as  fast  as  they  could  be  got  into  position. 

At  10  o'clock  I  was  glad  to  see  the  Iroquois,  Captain  Dc  Camp,  come  to  rr- 
support,  and  after  her  the  gimboats,  one  by  one.  The  fire  of  the  forts  wn.*  th- 
persed  among  them,  and  was  not  so  severe  around  us,  although  still  qttit<>  A\.u: 

Previous  to  the  appearance  of  the  Iroquois,  in  the  thickest  of  the  firiin:.  • 
on  board  the  Owasco  were  much  gratifiea  at  a  visit  from  you,  dr,  when  >    > 
came  to  tell  us  that  you  had  asked  that  the  gunboats  of  the  fleet  might  U'  ^> 
to  our  support. 
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• 

Vr  maintained  our  position  fbr  two  hours  and  three-quarters,  until  we  had 
••^ndnd  our  last  shell,  when  we  retired  from  action,  by  your  order,  having 
il  tm*)  hnndred  11-inch  shells,  and  thirty-seven  shells  from  our  rifled  gun. 
Vent  down  immediately  to  the  ordnance-ship  Sportsman ;  filled  up  with  am- 
uirion ;  found  there  were  no  cartridges  made ;  but  my  men  cheerfrilly  worked 
ui^ht«  catting  out  and  sewing  up  cylinders,  and  by  next  morning  (the  19th) 
wcT€*.  ready  for  action  again. 

*omtng  up  with  the  bomb-fleet,  and  hearing  you  were  on  board  the  flag-ship, 
ini<5l  up  to  our  old  position,  and  opened  fire  again  on  Fort  Jackson.  Fired 
r-fivi»  11-inch  shells,  and  twelve  from  the  rifled  gun. 

r\u*  firing  from  the  forts  was  very  sharp.  At  this  time  I  had  another  wel- 
1^  vidit  from  you,  and  retired,  at  your  order,  as  it  was  thought  11 -inch  am- 
riitirtn  was  running  short,  and  it  was  desirable  to  keep  it  for  closer  distance. 
ir  TOUT  permission  I  crossed  the  river  to  look  for  an  anchor  I  had  slipped 
oi^ltt  before ;  but  not  finding  it,  I  returned  to  my  old  position,  hear  the 
•kt^pipe  .of  the  sunken  steamer,  and  finding  the  three  leading  mortar  sbhooners 
frbat  danger  of  being  sunk  by  the  enemy's  fire,  I  delivered  ten  11-inch  shell 
rort  Jackson,  and  then  sought  you  to  inform  you  of  the  fact.  Having  re- 
;  I'd  ^>rdeT»  to  withdraw  them  for  a  time,  I  returned  and  delivered  your  order 
f  Jt'utcnant  Commanding  Watson  Smith,  who  executed  it. 
>u  the  20th,  21st,  22d,  and  28d,  we  were  engaged  in  supplying  the  mortar 
w>»»u»frs  with  ammunition — ^very  often  under  fire. 

Ho  the  24th,  at  3.15  a.  m.,  in  the  general  attack,  the  Owasco  took  her  posi*- 
(1 — the  third  in  your  line,  by  order — and  followed  your  motions. 
*pi'ned  with  shrapnell  at  4  a.  m.,  and  continued  a  deliberate  fire  until  4.45, 
:'^i'^  care  not  to  fire  in  the  direction  of  our  ships  which  were  passing  the  forts. 
At  4.45  observed  your  signal,  "  Retire  from  action,"  which  we  did. 
Shortly  afterwards,  observing  the  Itasca  running  ashore,  and  smoke  issuing 
m  her,  supposed  her  to  be  on  fire.     I  immediately  steamed  alongside  of  her, 
til  my  fire-hose  ready,  when  Captain  Caldwell  informed  me  he  was  not  on 
',  but  had  a  shot  through  one  of  his  boilers.     Sent  two  boats'  crews  to  her  « 
:*tRnce. 

Ai  9.30  a.  m.  I  proceeded,  by  your  order,  with  a  flag  of  truce  flying,  to  de- 
luJ  the  surrender  of  FortsJackson  and  St.  Philip.  When  the  Owasco  reached 
[A^'ition  within  range.  Fort  Jackson  fired  two  snots  ahead  of  her. 
I  Mopped  the  engine  and  sheered  across  stream ;  notwithstanding  this.  Fort 
Philip  fired  a  shot  at  the  Owasco,  which  passed  over  us. 
I  r»»tumed  to  report  to  you,  sir,  that  they  did  not  seem  willing  to  receive  a 
,;r  «»f  truci;  of  course,  1  did  not  return  the  fire. 

.Vn  hour  afterwards  a  boat  was  seen  coming  from  Fort  Jackson  with  a  flag 
truce.  I  went  to  meet  it,  by  your  orders,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  enter 
r  ;vWI  boat  and  take  your  demand  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort ;  but 
i*  waB  difdincd,  and  I  delivered  the  demand  for  surrender  to  the  officer  who 
L^  »«nt  to  meet  me.  This  officer  apologized  for  firing  upon  the  flag,  saying 
r-.-v  was  fiome  misunderstanding  at  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  the  commanding  officer 
:  u^diittdy  signalized  not  to  fire,  &c.  I  told  him  it  made  no  difference. 
Wh«>n  the  bcmt  retm-ned  from  the  Fort  the  officer  brought  answer  from  the  fort 
xi  your  proposition  to  surrender  was  "  inadmissible." 

I  ^n  the  2dth,  employed  in  clearing  the  river  of  men  and  boats,  and  means  of 
ym^  information  to  the  enemy,  and  carried  orders  to  mortar  .schooners  at 

<Jn  the  26th,  employed  reconnoitring;  encountered  a  large  iron  ram  and  bat- 
n%  disabled,  floating  down  the  river ;  boarded  and  examined  it. 

<.hi  the  27tb,  carried,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  your  written  demand  for  the  sur- 
't<0tT  of  the  forts,  and  brought  you  the  answer  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Went  to  the  head  of  the  passes  to  overhaul  some  of  the  machinery. 

s 32 
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To-day  the  fortA  have  Barrendered  to  jon,  bit,  and  it  in  Ajinale  which  wiU 
the  heart  of  every  true  American  with  pride  and  joy. 

I  regard  the  achievements  of  our  navy  in  this  river  as  without  a  paralL 
the  naval  world. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  hring  to  your  notice  lientenant  Chcst^T  Ij 
held,  first  lieutenant  of  the  Owasco,  who,  in  all  these  events,  in  action  and  in 
very  heavy  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  him  for  weeks  past,  has  pr 
himself  a  hrave  and  citable  officer. 

Acting  Master  D.  P.  Heal^,  who  had  charge  of  the  11 -inch  gout  work^^J 
admirably,  and  with  perfect  coolness  and  precision. 

Master's  Mate  Thomas  D.  Babb,  at.  the  rified  gun,  did  his  duty  welL 

Master's  Mate  John  G.  Arbona,  and  my  clerk,  Mr.  A.  D.  R.  Crawford, 
latter  doing  duty  as  midshipman,)  were  active  and  efficient.  Master V  M 
John  Utter  served  the  powder  division  in  a  very  satisfactorr  manner,  s^-n 
by  Assistant  Papnaster  R.  Beardsley.  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  ^W.  Leavit,  L 
ing  no  wounded,  remained  on  deck,  and  was  active  in  carrying  orders. 

The  engine  was  worked  by  Chief  Engineer  W.  K.  Purse  and  bis  asgi<U: 
Mr.  J.  A.  Scott,  C.  H.  Greenleaf,  and  D.  M.  Egbert. 

My  crew  behaved  splendidly.  I  cannot  particularize,  except  in  one  c^:* 
that  of  Edward  Farrel,  quartermaster,  who  was  stationed  at  the  mast hf  .id.  i 
observed  and  reported  the  effi[>ct  of  the  fire  of  «our  guns.  His  intelligence,  v* 
nesB,  and  capacity  were  conspicuous. 

The  11-inch  gun  having  been  fired  198. times,  has  consideiably  shaken 
Owasco,  BO  that  the  deck  toill  not  hold  water,     Ai^r  a  time,  when  she  r^.n 
spared,  she  will  have  to  be  overhauled  and  caulked;  in  the  meantime  we  wi'J 
the  best  we  can,  although  the  men  cannot  sleep  dry  in  their  hammocks  «  b-" 
rains. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GUEST, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Owarv. 

Com.  D.  D.  POBTBR, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla, 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Commading  S.  E.  Woodtportk,  United  ^^ 

steamer  John  P.  Jackson, 

United  Statbs  Steamer  J.  P.  Jackson, 

Mississippi  River,  AprU  30,  l^v;C 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  vi 
23d  instant,  I  proceeded  to  comply  therewith.     Thinking  it  would  be  a  m^ 
of  time,  about  7  o'clock  that  evening  I  dropped  down  alongside  the  aloop-^'l-' 
Portsmouth,  and  made  fast  to  her.     Shortly  after  midnight  she  broke  fn^m  i' 
moorings,  and  was  carried  down  stream  b^  the  force  of  the  current.     Not  ha^ ' 
Bufiicient  steam,  it  was  near  2  o'clock,  the  time  we  anticipated  yotur  signal, 
fore  I  could  recover  her.     Captain  Swartwout  not  being  ready,  it  was  3|  oM 
before  we  started  to  take  the  position  assigned  to  us.     We  steamed  slo^ ! v 
river  until  within  a  short  distance  of  the  point,  on  the  Fort  Jackson  side  oi  * 
river,  and  about  300  yards  above  the  sunken  steamer,  when  Captain  Swarov 
ordered  me  to  stop  and  come  to  an  anchor.     We  were  immediately  opened  uf 
by  a  water  battery.     Casting  loose  from  the  Portsmouth,  we  opened  a|H«ii 
battery  with  our  pivot  guns  and  nine-inch  port,  and  continued  to  eogagi^  \U 
fixing  until  the  current  drifted  me  out  of  range.     We  were  stmck  twice  by  tr.*. 
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r«  of  shell,  int  I  am  glad  to  saj  no  one  on  board  was  .injured,  although  ez- 
«1  for  some  time  to  the  whole  fire  of  all  the  batteries  of  !Ports  Jac^on  and 
i'hilip. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

SELIM  E.  WOODWORTH, 
Acting  Lieutenanti  Commanding. 
ommander  D.  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  Bomb  Flotilla. 


^ort  of  Acting   Lieutenant   Commanding  C.  H.  Baldwin^  United   States 

steaTHcr  Clifton. 

^  United  States  Steamer  Clifton, 

New  Orleans,  May  1,  1862. 

IB :  J  hare  the  honor  to  report  that,  since  my  arrival  at  Pass  k  I'Outre,  on 
Ibth  of  Marchr  I  have  been  employed,  with  little  intermission,  as  follows  : 
kin^  the  mortar  vessels  attached  to  the  flotilla  to  the  Southwest  Pass,  and 
tl«*  sncceeding  two  weeks  was  constantly  engaged  in  assisting  the  larger 
^vl.H  belonging  to  the  flag-officer's  squadron,  viz  :  the  Pensacola  and  Missis- 
)i,  over  the  oar  on  which  they  had  grounded,  and  in  aiding  the  gunboats 
rhed  to  same  squadron  when  aground  in  the  river. 

ifrer  this  we  were  employ  fed  in  making  reconnoissances  of  Forts  Jackson  and 
Philip,  and  in  protecting  the  officers  of  the  Coast  Survey  service  while  they 
t!  (Migaged  in  obtaining  their  distances,  and  in  driving  back  the  enemy's  gun- 
!>,  wliicb  occasionally  made  their  appearance  outside  the  chain. 
>n  the  17tb  of  April  we  were  assisting  in  towing  mortar  schooners  into  their 
ittonfi,  and,  during  the  six  days  of  the  bombardment  by  these  vessels,  we- 
^  onremittingly  employed  in  supplying  them  with  powder  and  shell  and  in 
ini  duty^-our  nights  being  passed  in  looking  after  the  fire-rafts  which  the 
my  scrnt  down  against  the  fleet,  and  in  towing  them  ashore.  In  this  duty,  I 
i^ve  I  may  say,  we  were  quite  successful. 

IhftK^  various  duties  during  the  six  days  of  the  bombardment  carried  our 
^•I  pretty  constantly  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  We  have,  however,  been 
liiitunate  as  to  escape  any  injuty  from  their  shot. 

'>n  the  morning  of  the  24th,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  we  got  under  way, 
int;  our  appointed  station  in  l;hc  line  of  steamers  under  your  personal  com- 
nd,  and  proceeded  to  within  short  range  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Jackson,  and 
nrd  fire  on  the  enemy  from  our  two  forward  nine-inch  guns,  aided  at  times 
'lur  nine-inch  after  pivot  gun  and  32-pounder  forward  broadside  gun,  using 
:  -Mcoud  shell  and  shrapndl.  This  we  continued  until  the  flag-officer's  squad- 
i  hiiil  p&B«^^d  both  forts,  when,  in  obedience  to  your  signal,  we  drifted  out  of 
ire.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  we  escaped  without  injury. 
The  dutiefl  now  entailed  upon  us  were  to  keep  a  strict  lookout  upon  the  gun- 
it*  and  floating  battery  of  the  enemy,  which  were  lying  close  under  the  guns 
Fort  Jackson.  Until  the  morning  of  the  28th,  when  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
iilij»  having  suirendered  to  you,  we  were  despatched  some  feixieen  miles  down 
•  uvvT  to  bring  up  a  portion  of  the  force  under  General  Butler's  command, 
M  lying  there.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  this  was  accomplished,  and  we 
'j^»'d  ill  sight  of  the  forts  just  as  our  own  flags  were  hoisted  in  place  of  the 
« I  ensigns.  • 

I  !«M7i?d  op  ft  large  transport  ship  with  1,300  troops  on  board,  under  Brigadier 
fit  r.tl  Phelps,  and  taking  five  companies  of  them  on  board  the  Clifton,  landed 
■»n  at  both  forts— they  receiving  their  possession  of  them  from  the  naval  affi- 
rm uf  your  sqoadron,  then  in  charge  of  the  work. 
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I  also,  tinder  your  order,  placed  crews  aboard  the  two  rebel  8teainer9,  rli 
your  possession,  and  transferred  some  25(h  prisoners  taken  from  the  reW/. 
boats  and  floating  battery  to  the  oflScer  in  charge  of  Fort  St.  Philip. 

We  have  just  arrived  here,  having  towed  a  transport  up  the  river  with  .1 1 
number  of  General  Butler's  troops  on  board,  intended  to  garrison  the  fit 
New  Orleans,  now.  held  by  our  squadron. 

Permit  me  here  respectfully  to  state  that  officers  and  crew,  iwli ether  empl' 
in  the  harassing  duties  which  so  constantly  devolved  upon  ns  of  towing  hd  . 
ing  large  vessels  over  the  bar,  Or  while  engaged  with  the  enemy,  have  U  r 
80  uniformly  well  that  I  hesitate  to  particularize  any  one  individual.     I', 
the  time  above  referred  to,  neither  the  ship,  engines,  nor  boilers  have  V'* : 
a  moment  oiW;  of  order  in  any  respect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  BALDWIN. 
Acting  L^tenanl,  Comnua*;} 

Commander  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Fhtilla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watson  Smithy  first  division  mortar  :"•• 

United  States  Mortar  Schooner  Norfolk  Packet. 

^Mississippi  River,  May  3.  1^ 

Sir:  On  the  18th  ultimo,  in  obedience  to  your  or^er,  the  first  division  . 
flotilla  moved  up  the  right  bank  of  the  river  to  the  flag  indicated  by  vc.u  .;- 
tant  from  Fort  Jackson  2,950  yards,  and  from  Fort  St.  Philip  4,260  vanl- 
head  vessels  securing  at  that  point  with  an  anchor  a  little  off  shore,  aiid 
lines  from  the  port  bow  and  quarter  to  trees.  The  other  vessels  of  the  iii^ 
extending  in  close  order  to  the  distance  of  3,620  yards  from  Port  Jacksm.,  * 
secured  in  the  same  manner. 

At  10  a.  m.  commenced  firing  upon  Fort  Jackson,  discharging^  each  m.'»r* 
intervals  of  ten  minutes.     The  fort?  responded,  their  shot  and  ehell  falling  t: 
the  vessels,  and  one,  a  68-pound  shot,  killing  a  man  on  board  the  AiK:'. 
lodging  under  the  mortar,  but  not  disabling  it.    At  6.30  p.  ni.  ceaa^nl  tirii.^ 
signal  from  Harriet  Lane. 

April  19,  at  7.30  a.  m.,  the  Harriet  Lane  made  signal  to  coininenc«'  *. 
Discharged  each  mortar,  at  intervals  of  twenty  minutes,  upon  Port  Jatk 
until  8.45  a.  m.,  when  the  interval  was  shortened  to  ten  minutes.     A  t^heli  i^«. 
ing  near  the  main  masthead  disabled  one  man  who  was  aloft,  destrovt-d  n  ! 
liard  block,  and  cut  two  main  shrouds.     At  4  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  thebiiiL; 
ment  being  continued  by  the  divisions  in  watches. 

On  the  20th,  21st,  22d,  and  23d,  the  firing  was  continued  by  the  divirk.»: 
watches,  excepting  during  the  watch  from  8  to  midnight  of  the  30th.  wL«-i 
whole  flotilla  fired  rslpidly,  while  an  expedition  fi^m  the  squadron  cut  tin-  * 
rier  chain  near  the  forts.  • 

No  further  injuries  were  sustained  by  persons  in  the  first  division,  ani 
little  damage  to  hnUs,  rigging,  or  spars,  besides  the  occasional  cutting  bv  r. 
ments  of  shells. 

From  the  21st  the  firing  from  Fort  St.  Philip  w^w  at  times  annoying,  ai;^ 
your  direction  two  vessels  at  the  head  of  the  line  directed  their  fire  up.^'i 
On  the  23d  .the  enemy  did  not  reply. 

Apfil  24,  at  3.30  a.  m.,  the  firing  commencing  betwf^en  the  fort^  ai;  \  ' 
squadron  passing  up  the  river,  the  whole  flotilla  commenced  firing  rapidly  u]< 
Foil;  Jackson.  At  4.45  a.  m.  the  squadron,  with  few  exceptions,  had  'i>  l  - 
the  forts.     Ceased  firing  by  signal  from  Harriet  Lone.    During  tbi>  oti  l.- 
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fifteen  minutes  this  vessel  fired ^twenty-eiglit  shells,  being  at  the  rate  of  one 
wty  and  twckthirds  minutes.  The  other  vessels  fired  as  rapidly.  Afler  the 
hHrdment,  on  examining  the  vessels,  all  were  found  in  condition  to  continue 
fin;  or  perform  other  service. 

'Li«>  heaviest  charges  used  were  twenty-three  pounds,  to  reach  Fort  St. 
lip,  distant  4,710  yards,  against  a  fresh  wind. 

h^hf  damage  was  done  to  the  light  bulwarks  by  the  shock  from  the  mor  tars 
the  mortar  supports  and  the  hulls  below  the  plank  sheer  were  unaffected. 
Ill  the  same  afternoon  six  of  the  mortar  vessels  were  sent  to  sea  upon  block- 
tfT  HC'rvioe,  and  three  of  them,  the  Arietta,  C.  P.  Williams,  and  0.  H.  Lee, 
*u^.'<l  to  this  division.  Their  quick  departure  and  continued  absence  pre- 
t!?  "*y  E^^^E  7^^  *^®  aggregate  number  of  shells  fired  by  the  first  division 
iiifT  the  bombardment.  The  four  remaining  veesels  fired  1,512  shells,  using 
K^4  pounds  of  powder. 

r  was  not  always  possible  to  mark  and  register  the  course  of  each  shell,  be- 
<<•  of  our  not  having  a  distinct  view  of  the  enemy  and  the  mingling  of  so 
jy  t^hells  as  they  converged  in  the  direction  of  the  forts.  The  accompanying 
(Ilia  of  the  acting  masters  commanding  the  mortar  vessels  are  in  a  compre- 
<ive  form  furnished  by  them,  and  are  as  full  as  accuracy  will  permit. 
['1k'  following  is  from  the  surgeon's  ^report: 

viilcd:  James  Laver,  ordinary  seaman,  on  board  the  Arietta,  native,  of  Isle 
Jrrt^'y ;  struck  by  an  eight-inch  solid  shot  on  April  18.  . 
•'li;»htly  wounded,  disabled:  Michael  Brrfdy,  carpenter's  mate  of  this  vessel, 
'd  :i^<,  native  of  New  York;  struck  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell  on  April  19. 
.Although  the  enemy's  fire' was  so  well  directed  at  times  as  to  threaten  the 
inirtioa  of  the  vessels,  the  duties  at  quarters  were  performed  and  the  inter- 
ns of  rest  between  watches  enjoyed  with  commen^ble  coolness  and  com- 
>ur<?  throughout  the  division. 

Respectfully,  yours,  • 

WATSON  SMITH, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  First  Division. 
Commander  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Mortar  Flotilla^  Mississippi  River. 


pi/rl  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Walter  W,  Queen,  second  division  tnortar 

flotilla. 

United  States  Schooner  T.  A.  Ward, 

Mississippi  River,  May  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  second  division 

itir  mortar  flotilla. 

( h\  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  April,  1862,  my  vessel  was  towed  into  position 

the  United  States  steamer  Miami  at  8.30  a.  m.  I  anchored  3,900  yards 
Idw  Fort  Jackson,  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river.  The  scliooners  of  toj 
v:-ion  anchored  astern  of  me  in  the  following  order,  viz :  Matthew  Vassar, 
iN»r;rr  Mangham,  Adolph  Hugel,  Maria  J.  Carlton,  and  Sydney  C.  Jones,  the 
r\  ^tta  having  previously  taken  a  position  on  the  western  bank  .of  the  river, 
k1  thas  being  separated  from  the  division. 

Both  forts  immediately  opened  on  us,  firing  very  rapidly.  At  8.45  we  com- 
f'T\ce^  firing  on  Fort  Jackson,  the  shot  from  the  fort  falling  in  every  direction 
ourid  as.  one  of  which  struck  so  close  to  our  quarter  as  to  throw  down  some 
im.'bt  of  powder  in  the  magazine  by  the  concussion,  but  doing  no  damage, 
b'irtly  afterwards  another  struck  us,  cutting  away  the  forward  shroud  of  port 
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m»m  rigging,  n»Bing  through  the  ^«a»K,n,.  bulkhead  jfsntry,  stiOonKm.  d- 
Storeroom,  and  extra  magazine,  escapiDg  through  the  Btarboard    qnartrr 
hichee  above  water-line,  doing  considerable  damage.     I  at  oncf^  dirccttVi 
Hatch  to  drop  the  vessel  down  some  300  yards,  Fhich  he  did,  followed  1>> 
three  vessels  Ijing  immediately  astern  of  me.    I  then  went  to   the  Skli.«  v 
Jones.    After  taking  their  new  positions  the  vessels  which  had  dmppvl  n>i 
recommenced  firing.    While  lying  in  her  former  position,  the  Mang'faain  n^^ 
a  shot  in  her  port  bow,  which  passed  through  her  galley  and  lodged  ii: 
mortar  bed,  doing  no  further  injury. 

The  vessels  were  now  actively  engaged  in  throwing  slicll  into  the  fort--. 
a«  no  intervening  object  obr^tructed  our  sight,  we  could  see  the  effect  of  oui  - 
as  each  one  lodged  in  or  near  the  forts.     We  continued  firing  all  d^y,  not  ^ 
ceasing  for  the  men  to  eat  their  meals.     About  5.30  p.  m.  we  conid  sof-  !»♦ 
smoke  rising  from  a  building  outside  the  fort,  caused  by  the  bur9tin«:  of  a  ^ 
and  soon  after  the  fort  was  seen  to  be  'on  fire  in  three  separate  places,  t.  • 
soon  formed  into  one  mass  of  flames,  since  discovered  to  have  been  tlit  ci'.- 
At  6  p.  m.  we  ceased  firing,  in  obedience  to  signal  ^m  the  Haniet  Lan*^. 
this  time  we  could  distinguish  men  upon  the  ramparts  trying  to  extingir-l 
flames. 

At  9  o'clock  I  received  an  order  from  you  to  drop  down  800  vardf<  ar.d  '» 
readiness  to  move  across  the  river  early  in  the  morning,  as  yon  tiioug'lit  ir  !  . 
the  enemy  would  move  his  guns  down  the  rivt»r  and  open  on  ns  in  the  to-  n 
This  we  did,  and  nothing  more  of  any  importance  occurred  during  th«^  • 
It  is  strange  to  say  that,  although  the  shot  came  around  nsin  Imment^e  nuii]'- 
yet  not  one  man  was  even  wounded  during  the  first  day's  engagomoiit. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  we  were  taken  in  tow  fey  tlie  Clift«r 
took  our  position  in  line  with  the  rest  of  the  flotilla,  on  the  west  bank  •  • 
river,  and  at  8.30  a.  m.  were  all  engaged  in  throwing  shells  into  the;  fort.     ' 
Hartford  moved  up  and  anchcrred  off  our  beam,  but  finding  she  was  drawi:.: 
enemy's  fire  on  the  flotilla,  (as  they  fell  short  of  her,)  she  moved  down  :$;. 
The  shot  and  shell  from  the  forts  fell  thick  around  us,  but  did  not  d^  n- 
injury,  with  one  exception,  viz:  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  the  Maria  J".  Carlt«tr 
this  division,  was  struck  by  a  shot  which  passed  through  her  inagazii.<   r 
and  out  her  bottom.     She  immediately  began  to  sink,  and  the  crew,  wi'ii ' 
assistance  of  others,  soon  got  most  of  the  movables  out  of  her.     The  n^  : 
and  shells  they  left,  as  they  could  not  remove  them. 

We  ceased  firing  at  12  m.,  and  from  this  time  continued  firings  by^  war:. 
each  division  taking  a  watch.     Nothing  particularly  important  occnm»d  du 
the  next  day,  until  10.35  p.  m.,  when  the  gunboats  Pinola  and  ItaAca  w« :  t 
the  river  to  cut  the  chain.     As  soon  as  they  started,  the  mortar  flotillri  < 
menced  firing  very* rapidly,  and  continued  until  12.35  a.  m.,  when  the  gunJ- 
returned.     We  continued,  as  usual,  firing  by  watches  until  the  morning  ot  » 
24th  of  April,  when  we  commenced  at  2.30  a.  m.  to  fire  as  rapidly  a^s  ]u*^'' 
while  the  steamers  passed  up  the  river  to  attack  the  fq^te.     We  did  not 
until  signalized  to  do  so  by  you  at  5.30  a.  m. 

Both  officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly;  and  where  eveiy  on*^  did  \ih 
80  well,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  award  praise  to  any  single  inditiduiil. 
our  galley  was  rendered  almost  useless   during   the   bombardment,  tli*    w 
Buffered  some  inconvenience  in  getting  cooked  the  rations  that  were  scrv<  c 
to  them,  and  their  sleep  was  also  much  interrupted ;  but  I  am  glad  to  »Ay  - '. 
not  a  murmur  of  dissatisfaction  was  to  be  heard  among  them,     t  may  sltfo  ui 
tion  that  Acting  Master  J.  Duncan  Graham,  my  executive  office^r,  wa*  in  •  •  • 
mand  of  the  United  States  schooner  Sydney  C.  Jonea  during  the  whoK*^  oi  ' 
bombardment,  and  acted  to  my  entire  satisfaction.     The  conduct  of  W  11  .i 
Hatch  and  John  Richards,  masters*  mates,  during  the  bombardment,  h.-**  ^ 
met  my  warmest  approval — the  former  having  sighted  the  mortar  ewy  t.'in 
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fired  during  the  action ;  the  latter  having  charge  of  the  powder  diyision, 
making  himself  generally  usefal  about  the  vesdel.     The  only  wounded  in 
divieion  were  two  of  the  crew  of  the  Carlton,  one  Beverely,  the  other  slightly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  QUEEN, 
Lieut,  ConCdgi  in  Command  of  2d  Div.  Mortar  Flotilla*     < 

ominaiider  D.  D.  Ported, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla. 


yort  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  K,  Randolph  Breese,  third  division  mortar 

flotilla* 

U.  S.  Barkantinb  Horace  Bbalbs, 

Mississippi  River ^  April  30,  1862. 

8iR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  " 
(•  third  division  mortar  flotilla,  under  my  command,  in  the  bombardment  of 
^rt  Jackson.  At  9.30  a.  m.  of  the  18th  instant,  the  John  Griffiths,  (on  board 
which  vessel  I  hoisted  my  divisional  flag,)  Racer,  and  Sarah  Bruen  were 
km  in  tow  by  the  Clifton  and  towed  into  position  assigned,  astern  of  the  first 
vvion,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  at  the  following  distances  from  the 
litre  of  Fort  Jackson :  John  Griffiths,  3,900  yards ;  Racer,  3,940  yards ;  and 
i-  Sarah  Bruen,  3,980  yards.  About  10  a.  m.  the  John  Griffiths  opened  fire 
>m  hf^r  mortar,  and  was  soon  followed  by  the  Racer  and  Sarah  Bruen.  At 
p.  m.,  the  rear  vessels  of  the  first  division  having  been  advanced,  the  Henry 
uut's,  Dan  Smith,  and  Sea  Foam  came  up  under  sail  and  took  their  positions 
kcail  of  the  Griffiths,  at  the  following  distances  from  the  fort :  Henry  James, 
»;:J0  yards ;  the  Dan  Smith,  3,730  yards ;  and  the  Sea  Foam,  3,850  yards, 
r  about  2.15  p.  m.  they  opened  fire  from  their  mortars.  A  constant  fire  was 
>  pt  up  by  each  vessel  from  the  time  of  taking  position  until  6.37  p.  m.,  when 
pial  to  "  cease  firing"  was  made.  During  the  day  the  John  Griffiths  threw 
14  t«hi'Ils ;  the  Racer,  50 ;  the  Sarah  Bruen,  61 ;  the  Henry  James,  24 ;  the 
Kill  Smith,  31 ;  and  the  Sea  Foam,  43. 

Second  day. — At  6.25  a.  m.,  April  19,  recommenced  fire  upon  Fort  Jackson 
>im  the  whole  division,  which  was  kept  up,  each  vessel  firing  at  intervals  of 
^»*mt  ten  minutes,  until  8  p.  m.,  when  ceased  firing.  During  the  day  the 
pntfiths  threw  92  shells;  the  Racer,  88 ;  the  Saiah  Bruen,  88 ;  the  James,  97 ; 
Ik  Dan  Smith,  92 ;  and  the  Sea  Foam,  88. 

Third  day. — ^At  4  a.  m.,  April  20,  opened  fire  upon  the  fort  from  the  divi- 
Lon.  each  vessel  firing  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes.  At  8  a.  m.  ceased 
innjf.  and  at  10.13  a.  m.  reopened  from  the  whole  division  as  before.  From 
i  p.  m.  to  10.10  p.  m.  each  vessel  firing  at  intervals  of  twenty  minutes.  From 
0.10  p.  m.  to  3.3  a.  m.,  (2l8t,)  as  rapidly  as  possible,  supporting  the  gunboats 
'uttiug  the  chain.  From  3.3  a.  m.  to  4  a.  m.  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes.' 
i)aring  the  day,  ending  at  4  a.  m.,  the  Griffiths  threw  119  shell;  the  Racer, 
iI7;  the  Sarah  Bruen,  117;  the  Henry  James,  113;  the  Dan  Smith,  119,  the 
b«*a  Fuom,  lU. 

Ff/urth  day, — At  noon  the  division  again  commenced  fire,  each  vessel  firing 
u  Inli>nids  of  about  ten  minutes,  ceasing  at  4  p.  m.  At  8  p.  m.  reopened  as 
^•i»»rp,  keeping' up  the  fire  until  midnight.  During  this  day  the  Griffiths  threw 
'••  fbell;  tne  Racer,  50;  the  S.arah  Bruen,  56;  the  Henry  James,  5^\  the  Dan 
.•*fi:Ui,  55;  the  Sea  Foam,  47. 

F*/th  day, — At  8  a.  m.,  April  22,  each  vessel  of  the  division  commenced  fire, 
liribgat  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes.     Ceased  fire  at  noon;  reopened  at  6  p. 
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lu.  and  fired  antil  8  p.  m.,  firing  as  before.  During  the  day  the  Gnffitlit^  thr>  i 
56  shell;  the  Kacer,  46 ;  the  Sarah  Bruen,  49 ;  the  Henry  James,  40 ;  the  I^n 
Smith,  67  ;  and  the  Sea  Foam,  52. 

Sixth  day. — At  4  a.  m.,  April  23,  the  division  reopened  fire,  each  v*  -' 
firing  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes,  ceasing  at  8  a.  m.     At  4  p.  m.  t.c- 
opened  fire  from  each  vessel  of  the  division  at  intervals  of  about  twelve  mi  no 
keeping  it  up,  until  6  p.  m.     During  the  day  the  Griffiths  threw  38  i&hell; 
Racer,  28;  the  Sarah  Brucn,  3G;  the  Henry  James,  34;  the  Dan  Smith.  < 
the  Sea  Foam,  51. 

Seventh  day. — At  midnight,  April  24,  the  division  opened  fire,  each  v.  - 
firing  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes.  At  t}.40  a.  m.,  the  guns  of  the  fun  ha\  - 
opened  on  the  fleet  passing  up  the  river,  the  division  commenced  fiLring  as  rq  • !'! 
as  possible,  ceasing  at  4.52  a.  m.,  by  signal,  the  fleet  having  passed  thf  t  i 
At  5.30  a.  m.  opened  fire  upon'  the  enemy's  steamers  near  the  fort ;  ceii--»tf  , 
5.48  a.  m.  At  3.55  p.  m.  commenced  again  upon  the  fort,  ceaising  at  5.w-  i 
m.  At  5.20  p.  m.  th«  division  got  under  way  and  dropped  down  the  r  ••  | 
During  the  day  the  Griffiths  threw  54  shell;  the  Racer,  81;  the  Sarah  l)r-  i 
67 ;  Uie  Henry  James,  52 ;  the  Dan  Smith,  66 ;  and  Sea  Foam,  60.  T I 
Horace  Bcales,  with  ordnance  stores,  temporarily  under  the  command  of  Al'  r  i 
Master  George  tV.  Sumner,  executive  officer,  was  towed  up  to  within  G0(»  \l 
of  the  rear  of  the  mortar  vessels,  and  discharged  her  ordnance  stores',  a>  >»•!! 
required,  with  great  promptness.  During  the  bombardment  she  rcceivod  m  c  j 
of  the  articles  saved  from  the  Maria  J.  Garlton,  and  a  ten-inch  gun-carri  i;n  *  i 
ammunition  from  the  Jackson.  She  also  received  the  sick  and  woundtnl  nf  ''I 
flotilla  and  several  of  the  wounded  of  the  squadron.  Ten  of  the  men  «t  *h 
Beales,  with  Acting  Master  Sumner,  served  on  board  the  Harriet  Lane  dnr' ; 
^  the  engagement  with  the  forts.  The  enemy's  shot  and  fragments  of  slit II.  • 
*  times,  flew  about  the  divisipn  in  all  directions.  Several  pieces  of  the  lutt«  r 
the  size  of  an  egg,  and  many  smaller  pieces,  were  picked  up  on  board  of  *  I 
di£ferent  vessels,  but,  through  God's  mercy,  not  a  person  was  struck,  nor  hiri 
I  a  casualty  of  any  kind  to  report  during  the  whole  bombardment.  The  i^a-  I 
Bruen  has  a  hole  through  her  foremast,  which  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  r  -^ 
unless  a  fragment  of  the  enemy's  shell,  which  struck  the  face  of  the  mort.i: » 
the  edge  of  the  bore,  as  it  was  about  to  be  fired,  fell  into  the  mortar,  and,  K  i'., 
discharged,  went  through  the  mast.  A  little  rigging  cut  here  and  then?  L-  -. 
the  damage  I  have  to  report  done  by  the  enemy. 

The  general  effect  of  firing  the  mortars  upon  tlie  vessels  was  to  knock  <>* 
the  round  houses  forward  and  the  eight  pine  board  bulwarks  in  the  line  of  r" 
The  John  Griffiths  ^leaked  more  than  usual  during  the  bombardment,  but  t  >■'■ 
since   tightened   up:   she   has   always  been   considered  a  weak  vessel.     Ti^- 
Bacer's  deck,  on  port  side  abreast  of  fore  hatch,  started  from  the  carlines  ^iv.  . 
wiy,  they  not  having  been  (originally)  properly  strengthened.     ThernDft-: 
show  no  kind  of  injury.     The  mortar  carriages  worked  remarkably  well.     Fi- 
only  damage  being  (in  some  instances)  the  loss  of  the  feather  to  the  ecccni:. 
axle,  and  the  breaking  of  the  screws  that  confine  the  socket  to  eccentric.  .  Tl* - 
very  slight  iuji\ries  did  not  hinder  the  working  of  the  mortar  in  the  least.     Tl 
screws  wore  promptly  replac<id,  a  number  of  spare  ones  having  been  ma. 
The  turn-table  on  some  of  the  vessels  was  found  to  have  recoiled  in  th«»  !in« 
fire  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half;  it  was  easily  pressed  into  posit  it  m  -n: 
kept  so  by  breeching.     Twenty-two  and  a  half  pounds  of  powder  were  -fir^ 
from  the  Griffiths  at  the  r(5bel  iron-clad  gunboat  with  no  visible  strain  ia  \c 
or  carriage  beyond  that  already  experienced.     The  mortars  were  served  t«ju. 
well  by  the  mortar  crew  and  gun's  crew,  watch  and  watch,  during  the  l»otii^ia 
ment.     Not  a  mistake  or  an  accident  occtured  in  loading  tlie  mortara  or  in  filli: . 
and  fuzing  the  shell,  evincing  the  care  and  pains  taken  by  the  offirrn^  of  t'. 
division  in  training  their  crews,  as  weU  as  the  attention,  in  time  of  action*  l>} 
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'  latter  to  tbeir  duties.  Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  sleep,  and  regular  meals 
d  cooked  food,  the  officers  and  men  were  ever  ready  to  volunteer  for  any  ex- 
lUtion  or  service  against  the  enemy.  And  I  must  remark  upon  the  cheerful- 
p^t<  and  alacrity  with  which,  when  much  exhausted,  they  manned  their  hoats 
a.<vp  Up  a  proper  supply  of  powder  and  shell.  The  acting  masters  com- 
kiidLog  the  different  vessels  of  the  division  gave  the  direction  of  fire  from  the 
&iuma«t  head  (&om  which  place  only  was  Fort  Jackson  to  be  seen)  regulating 
r  cfaaT|^s  used  as  required.  They  kept  their  posts  while  engaged  with  scarce 
y  rt^lief,  subject  not  only  to  the  shock  of  their  own  mortars,  but  also  from  the 
I*  iu  their  rear. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  the  men  during  the  bombardment  is  worthy 
all  praise.     The  difi'crent  missiles  of  the  enemy,  flying  about  the  division  in 
1  directions,  did  not  distract  them  in  the  least  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
ir*  I  may  say,  irom  their  well-earned  rest  at  the  close  of  their  watch. 
Accunipanying  me  to  the  John  Griffiths  from  the  Horace  Beales  was  Assist- 
it  Surgeon  £des,  Mr.  Bacon,  (my  clerk,)  and  my  boat's  crew.     Dr.  Edes  had 
frry  preparation  made  for  the  care  of -wounded  men,  he  remaining  on  board 
<•  i  rrxffitiis  during  the  bombardment,  ready  to  give  his  services  wherever  neede4- 
T  Bacon  acted  as  signal  officer,  and  was  engaged  in  taking  notes. 
I  visited  each  vessel  of  the  division  frequently,  night  and  day,  while  in  action, 
:)din{2^  the  same  good  order  in  each.     The  minute  directions  given  by  you  were 
rirtly  carried  out. 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  as  the  vessels  and  mortars  are  now  fitted,  the  prepa- 
itiuns  for  action  and  the  service  of  the  mortars  made  beforehand  were  ample, 
dJ  (lid  not  require  to  be  altered  iu  the  least  during  the  bombardment,  nor  has 
riy  juggestion  from  the  seven  days'  actual  service  been  made  in  the  way  of 
liprovemcnt,  except  as  a  precaution,  the  breeching  around  the  turn-table. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  Iv.  Blv££S£, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Third  Division  Mortar  Flotilla, 

Commander  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla.  f 


^rport  relative  to  jnisoners  in  the  rebel  naval  service  captured  cLfter  the  sur- 

render  of  the  forts. 

■  0 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  prisoners  of  war  captured  by  me,  after  the  Ciipil!u- 
.  (inn  of  the  forts,  on  board  of  the  steamers  Burton,  Landes,  and  Defiance,  the 
••jfT  of  which  was  sudk  by  order  of  John  K.  Mitchell,  late,  commander  in  the 
l'.J.trd  States  navy.  By  order  of  Flag-Officer  FarragiU  1  send  them  home  in 
>{ii>  Itfaodo  Island,  silbjccj:  to  the  order  of  the  department,  on  account  of  their 
(it-imous  and  perfidious  conduct  in  setting  fire  to  and  blowing  up  the  floating 
[jaitery  Louisiana  and  sending  her  adrift  upon  the  four  vessels  of  ours  that  Were 
*i  anchor  while  they  had  a  flag  of  truce  flying  and  Were  engaged  in  drawing  up 
tJtf  capitulation  of  the  fort,  the  vessels  under  the  command  of  J.  K.  Mitchell, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  having  no  colors  up  at  the  time.  These  prisoners 
fiavf*  forfeited  all  claim  to  any  consideration,  having  committed  an  infamous  act, 
unknown  in  any  transaction  of  this  kind.  Had  the  Louisiana  blown  up  in  the 
imdft  of  otir  vessels  she  would  have  destroyed  every  one  of  them.  As  it  was, 
^•►^d  fortune  directed  her  towards  Fort  St.  Philip,  where  she  exploded  with 
gr^.-at  force,  scattering  fragments  all  over  the  work,  killing  one  of  their  own  men 
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in  the  fort,  and  landing  a  large  beam  close  to  the  trait  of  Commander  Mclntc>«l 
who  was  lying  with  one  arm  blown  off  and  another  broken*  his  knee>cap  ?b 
away  and  a  leg  broken.     The  surgeon  in  attendance  pronomiced  it  the  tdi 
perfidious  act  he  had  ever  heard  of.    The  explosiob  was  seen  and  Jieard  for  m&ii 
miles,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  forts  were  blown  up. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  J.  K.  Mitchell  stating  that  the  persons  mention- 
therein  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  transaction.     I  shall,  however,  carry  out  ti 
orders  of  the  flag-officer,  and  send  them  home  in  the  Bhode  Islandt  sml^eet 
the  consideration  of  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER 

Commandittg'  Flotilla 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  tXie  Navy. 

List  of  confederate  officerg. 

Captain  J.  K.  Mitchell,  1st  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Wilkinson,  2d  Lieutenant  ^ 
H.  Ward,  3d  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Whittle,  jr.,  Lieutenant  A.  F.  Warley,  Sut^> 
John  D.  Grafton,  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Harris,  ex-naval  officers  of  the  Uni' 
States;  Purser  L.  E.  Brooks,  Gunner  Wilson,  Boatswain  Jones,  Garptsi 
Cherry,  Captain's  Clcfrk  Greorge  Taylor,  Captain's  Clerk  W.  Clark,  Chief  K 
gineer  W.  Youngblood,  2d  Assistant  Engineer  James  Harris,  2d  AssiFtaot  I.; 
gineer  M.  Parsons,  3d  Assistant  Engineer  Theo.  Hart,  3d  Assistant  Enginr* 
James  Elliott,  3d  Aissistant  Engineer  James  Waters. 

Engineer*  from  the  Manassas. — ^Menzis,  3d  assistant  engineer ;  Weavrr, : 
assistant  engineer;  Culver,  2d  assistant  engineer;  Newman,  3d  assistant  engine'' 


United  States  Steamer  Cliftox, 

Near  Fort  St.  Philip,  May  2.  lS6t 

Sir  :  The  following  officers  of  the  Confederate  States  navy,  now  held  ^ 
board  this  vessel  as  prisoners  of  war,  had  no  voice  in  the  council  which  di  t' 
mined  upon  the  destruction  of  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Loaiaiana,  ou  tl* 
28th  ultimo,  viz : 

Surgeon  James  D.  Grafton,  Assistant  Paymaster  L.  E.  Brooks,  Captain* 
Clerk  George  Taylor,  Captain's  Clerk  William  Clark,  Ist  Engineer  W.  Y«jU!.:! 
blood,  2d  Assistant  Engineer  Jam^s  Harris,  2d  Assistant  Engineer  M.  ^A^^'n^ 
3d  Assistant  Engineer  Theo.  Hart,  3d  Assistant  Engineer  James  -I^lliott.  '^\ 
Assistant  Engineer  James  Waters,  2d  Assistant  Engineer  Orvel  Culver,  '-'j 
Assistant  Engineer  George  W.  Weaver,  3d  Assistant  Engineer  T.  A.  Mem* 
3d  Assistant  Engineer  William  Newman,  Engineer  Henry  Fag^u,  Engiiun  r  .1 
H.  Toombs,  Engineer  J.  H.  Dent,  Gunner  James  Wilson,  Boatswain  San.ii 
Jones,  Carpenter  Virginius  Cherry,  Paymaster's  Steward  D.  Porter. 

I  make  the  above  statement  in  consequence  of  having  learned  informally  tiiii 
all  such  officers  would  be  paroled  on  a  representation  of  the  fact  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  K.  MITCHELL,  Commai^der, 
Late  in  command,  of  the  C.  States  Naval  Forces  near  Fort  Jackscn, 

Com.  David  D.  Porter, 

Cornmanding  United  States  Naval  Forces  near  Fort  St^  PhUijr, 
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i«-ia/  report  of  Commander  Porter,  commending  the  conduct  of  the  officer*  of 

the  mortar  JlotUla. 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Southwest  Pas*,  May  3,  1862. 

Sis  :  In  my  general  report  to  the  department  I  made  honorable  mention  of 
:ie  officers  commanding  vessels  and  divisions  in  this  flotilla,  but  I  think  there 
>  Bomc* thing  more  dne  to  these  officers  than  a  general  notice,  in  which  manner 
K>i>t  every  officer  comes  in  for  a  share  of  approval,  without  its  being  specified 
hat  particular  qualities  entitle  them  to  it. 

To  the  commander  of  divisions  in  the  mortar  flotilla  the  country  is  mainly 
idebted  to  the  fall  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  for  the  latter  is  conseouent 
n  that  of  the  former.  I  cannot  express  to  you  in  sufficient  terms  the  zeal  and 
hWhy  displayed  by  Lieutenants  Commanding  Watson  Smith,  W.  W.  Queen, 
nd  K.  R.  Creese.     They  have  been  indefatigable  in  drilling.their  men,  infusing 

itroper  spirit  into  them,  and  carrying  out  my  orders  during  the  bombardment, 
rbich  lasted  without  intermission  for  six  days  and  nights.  They  gave  them- 
elrr«  bat  little  rest.  I  could  draw  no  distinction  between  them.  Neither 
U^gC'd  for  a  moment  in  their  duty,  and  though  they  lost  but  few  men  in  killed 
kod  wounded,  they  have  been  exposed  to  as  hot  a  fire  as  the  enemy  were  capa- 
))f  of  showering  upon  them.  They  are  the  kind  of  men  to  lead  our  ships  into 
nttle,  and  I  hope  that  the  department  will  take  such  notice  of  their  conduct  as 
hy  great  occasion  merits. 

To  Commander  Renshaw,  Lieutenants  Commanding  Guest,  Baldwin,  Wain- 
wi^ht,  and  Woodworth  my  thanks  are  particularly  due  for  the  zeal  they  mani- 
^t<nl  on  all  occasions  to  ser^pho  matter  in  what  capacity,  and  the  condition  of 
iioir  vessels  for  service.  If^^ave  not  detailed  in  my  general  report  the  various 
irti^  of  these  officers,  it  is  not  because  I  did  not  appreciate  them,  but  because  it 
vould  lengthen  my  report,  already  voluminous,  intending  to  do  them  full  justice 
)D  this  occasion.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrell  has  not  had  the  opportunity 
\»i  give  the  same  evidence  of  ability,  though  I  have  ever  found  him  ready  to 
uny  out  my  wishes,  as  he  says  his  vessel  is  unmanageable.  He  has,  however, 
done  good  service,  and  is  a  zealous  officer. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  PORTER,  Commanding  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  of  Com.  D.  D.  Porter,  enclosing  paroles  of  officers  taken  at  Forts  Jack- 
son and  St.  Philip. 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Ship  Island,  May  15,  1862. 

«^tR:  I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  the  paroles  of  the  officers  captured  in  Fort 
Jack^oit  with  the  list  of  men  remaining  at  the  time  of  the  surrender.  The  list 
^f  tifficers  and  men  in  Fort  St.  Philip  must  have  been  sent  to  the  flag-officer, 
t  igvther  with  the  list  of  persons  captured  by  the  Harriet  Lane  in  the  steamers 
Burton,  liuidcs,  and  Defiuice,  under  late  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  consisting 
(•f  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  crew  of  the  iron  steam  battery  Louisiana,  and  the 
^•repcent  artillery,  composed  of  ovef  a  hundred  officers  and  men.  The  number 
"t*  men  in  the  two  forts  during  the  bombardment  was  eleven  hundred,  but  about 
Iwo  bimdred  left  before  the  flag  of  truce  was  sent  down.  The  rolls  of  the  fort 
wcro  handed  in  to  the  officers  taking  charge,  but  our  troops  taking  possession  a 
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short  time  after  every  thing  was  thrown  into  disorder,  and  it  was  not  po«;sil>lt  |j 
obtain  them. 

Verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

^  •  Commanding  FlotiVa, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  , 

Secrttary  of  the  Navy. 

[Parole  omitted.] 


Congratulatory  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  May  10,  lSo2. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  April  30,  enclosing  the  articles  of  capitnlarion  A 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  which  surrendered  on  the  28th  nltimo,  aft*  r  i 
bombardment  of  144  consecutive  hours  by  the  mortar  flotilla,  has  been  rec4iv>  i 
I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  flags  taken  in  the  two  furt'  •  i 
that  occasion,  including  the  original  one  hoisted  on  Fort  St.  Philip  when  xU 
rebel  forces  declared  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  have  seceded  from  the  Unk-'i 
which  have  been  sent  forward  to  the  department 

The  important  part  which  yon  have  borne  in  the  organization  of  the  mort.-: 
flotilla  and  the  movement  on  New  Orleans  has  identl^ed  your  name  ynxh  "'  *" 
of  the  most  brilliant  naval  achievements  on  record,  and  to  your  able  assistaiur, 
with  the*  flotilla  is  Flag-0£Bcer  Farragut  much  indebted  for  the  succes^ul  r 
suits  he  has  accomplished. 

To  yourself  ana  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  mortar  flotilla  the  depammLi 
extends  its  congratulations. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Commander  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  United  States  Mortar  Flotilla ,  Chilf  of  Mexico, 


t  -t 


COAST  SCRVEY  REPORTS. 

Treasury  Department,  May  22,  1S02, 

Sir:  At  the  instance  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  I  have  tl* 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  Assistant  F.  H.  Ger»t'  - 
United  States  Coast  Survey,  showing  the  services  rendered  to  the  fleet  mi.i : 
command  of  Flag-officer  Farragut,  United  States  navy,  and  to  thp  mortar  ti 
under  command  of  Captain  D.  D.  Porter,  United  States  navy. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  ike  Treasury, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


t«  k 
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"^xtraci^  Jrom  a  report  of  Assistant  F.  H.  Gerdes,  commanding  surveying 
rfea-mer  Sachem,  to  Professor  A.  D,  Backe,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 
Survey. 

April  13. — ^At  daylight  of  the  13th  of  April  I  again  got  trader  way  and  took 
!it*  Ivad,  the  gnnhoats  of  the  flotilla  and  the  naval  vessels  in  tlie  vicinity  follow- 
)g^  the  Sachem. 

The  following  disposition  was  made  of  my  party : 

1.  Suh-Assistant  J.  G.  Oltmanns  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Bowie  repaired  on  hoard  the 
)wajsco,  and  used  during  the  day  a  hoat  and  armed  crew  from  that  vessel;  they 
s^cended  the  river  on  the  west  hank. 

2.  Myself  and  Assistant  Jos.  Harris,  after  leaving  the  Sachem  off  the  Salt 
iVorks  at  anchor,  took  our  own  boat,  with  an  armed  crew,  and  ascended  the 
ivpr  on  the  east  hank. 

3.  Sub- Assistant  R.  E.  Halter  went  with  another  of  our  .hoats  and  an  armed 
:r*iw  to  the  Salt  Works,  to  occupy  with  a  theodolite  the  top  of  the  chimney  of 
iic  old  engine  building,  which  had  been  trigonometrically  determined  by  the 
L\'a»t  Survey. 

Wii  i«ucceeded  in  the  operations,  and  came*  within  three  miles  of  the  forts  be- 
("rf*  night  set  in.  The  last  lines  of  this  day  were  observed  on  Fort  St  Philip 
flac^taff. 

<  )n  our  return  on  board  the  Sachem  we  mapped  the  work  and  brought  it  up 
a^  far  as  we  had  progressed  during  the  day. 

April  14w — On  the  14th  of  April,  at  sunrise,  I  consulted  with  Captain  Porter, 
Knd  wc  concluded  to  continue  the  work  and  to  ascend  the  river  until  the  posi- 
rioufl  of  the  hulks  which  support  the  chain  across  the  Mississippi  could  be 
pn»pcrly  jdetermined.  *  ' 

\  large  portion  of  the  fleet  went  up  to  the  conspicuous  point  (which  \  have 
Dsroed  Porter's  Point)  just  two  miles  below  Fort  Jackson,  and  engaged  the 
satiny  to  draw  their  attention  from  our  boats.  This,  however,  was  only  par- 
tiiiUy  effected;  they  had  probably  found  out  the  day  previous  that  engineering 
ni>eraLtions  were  in  progress,  and  now  undertook  to  stop  them.  When  Mr.  Olt- 
manns passed  Porter's  Poitlt,  he  was  fired  on  with  eight  or  nine  rifled  shot,  but 
f^irtunately  the  whole  damage  consisted  in  breaking  the  blade  of  an  oar.  The 
firi^  waa  promptly  returned,  and  the  operations  were  continued.  The  observa- 
tions were  successfully  continued  during  this  day,  and  the  mapping  was  com- 
pleted during  the  evening  and  part  of  the  night. 

April  15- — ^In  the  morning  Captain  Porter  came  on  board,  and  we  consulted 
i^  to  the  continuance.  I  sent  Mr.  Oltmanns  and.  Mr.  Bowie  again  up  the  river 
ia  the  Owasco.  They  ascendejd  within  one  mile  and  a  half  (from  the  lower  fort, 
luid  were  quite  successful  in  getting  intersections  on  the  hulks  and  on  the  two 
ila^taffs  ot  the  fortifications. 

They  found  that  during  the  previous  night  all  the  signals  which  we  had  put 
up  during  the  day  before  had  been  removed ;  besides,  it  was  ascertained  that  a 
namber  of  men  were  hidden  in  the  bushes.  There  was  hardly  anywhere  on  the 
fbore  a  footing  tq  be  got,  and  we  had  to  resort  to  all  kinds  of  observations,  instru- 
nt'^tF,  and  positions,  some  stations  consisting  of  flags  in  overhanging  branches, 
iTid  the  angles  were  measured  below  the  same  with  a  sextant,  in  a  boat;  others 
vfrre  chimney-tops  of  deserted  Bouses,  on  which  we  mounted  small  theodolites, 
liaring  to  work  our  way  through  the  roof.     A  few  only  were  on  terra  Jirma. 

April  17. — I  saw  and  consulted  with  Captain  Porter  and  the  flag-officer.  To 
ibe  latter  I  gave  a  copy  of  tj^e  map  and  a  memorandum  of  distances,  for  which 
he  expressed  much  gratification.  He  spoke  with  the  highest  regard  of  the  Coast 
bxarnj^  and  said  many  kind  words  of  the  intrepidity,  determination,  system,  and 
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despatch  of  the  party  under  my  charge,  and  considered  our  serrices  of  grrat 
value  to  the  fleet. 

Captain  Porter  desired  me  to  furnish  him  with  points  along  the  shore  eTr-rr 
100  or.  150  metres  apart,  on  both  banks  of  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  pbiciiiC 
the  mortar  vessels  at  given  distances  from  the  forts.  This  was  accompli^ht -: 
to-day,  Mr.'Oltmanns  and*  Mr.  Bowie  taking  the  west^side,  and  Mr.  Hams  lit 
east  side  of  the  river.  Meantime  three  more  copies  of  the  map  and  memortziila 
were  finished  on  board  and  distributed  to  the  fleet. 

Several  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  came  out,  and  both  onr  boata  wefe  fired  sx 
repeatedly. 

April  18. — ^Before  daylight  on  the  18th  of  April  Mr.  Oltmanna  went  on  bo&rd 
the  Hanict  Lane  and  JVlr.  Harris  on  some  other  gunboat,  both  with  directinn^  u 
assist  in  placing  the  mortar  vessels  exactly  in  such  positions  as  were  marked  r^n! 
by  Captain  Porter  the  day  before,  and  which  had  been  determined  by  tbe  ^aior 
gentlemen.  Tow  after  tow,  consisting  of  one  of  the  former  ferry-boats  West  tit  il 
and  Clifton,  each  with  three  or  four  mortar  boats,  came  up,  and  the  latter  wf-Tfi 
in  a  short  time  stationed  at  given  distances  from  the  forts.  As  soon  as  all  vt-r* 
in  position  the  enemy  commenced  firing,  and  from  our  side  ike  bombardmc^ii 
fairly  commenced. 

Mr.  Oltmanns  and  Mr.  Harris  both  carried  out  my  instmctionB  to  th«  lett«'r. 
and  placed  the  mortars  in  the  exact  spot  as  designated  by  Captain  Porter,  at  accn- 
rafely  known  distances.  They  were  during  the  whole  day  under  fire.  G<inf  tA 
Butler  made  his  appearance  in  the  river  with  7,000  men,  which  he  offered  to  tl  r 
flag-officer. 

April  19. — ^Early  in  the  morning  I  had  a  conference  with  the  commander.  vV" 
desired  me  again  to  send  two  officers  to  the  flotilla  for  the  purpose  of  moving  st^u^ 
of  the  mortars  to  other  places,  and  furnish  them  with  the  distances  and  b^no^- 
This  was  done  accordingly.  One  of  the  vessels  on  which  Mr.  Harris  wa^  engagt<l 
was  struck  by  a  round  shot,  and  another  vessel  where  Mr.  Oltmanns  wa«  in  « 
boat  alongside  was  sunk  while  he  was  speaking  with  the  captain.  During  tbt 
day  we  furnished  also  two  more  charts  for  the  fleet.  In  the  evening  Capt^u 
Porter  sent  me  word  again  to  despatch  early  next  morning  two  officers  for  giviu^ 
data. .  You  see  they  kept  us  pretty  busy. 

April  20. — ^Early  in  the  morning  Messrs.  Oltmanns  and  Halter  made  th^ 
rounds  of  the  mortar  vessels  at  the  request  of  the  commander  of  the  flotilla,  sihI 
changed  the  position  of  a  few,  giving  them  again  bearings  and  distances. 

I  went  on  board  the*  Harriet  Lane  in  the  forenoon,  but  did  not  see  Capt^^ 
Porter,  who  was  in  his  gig  among  the  fleet.  The  mortar  firing  during  the  d«v 
was  kept  up  vigorously,  and  I  presume  that  1,500  shots  were  sent  towarda  tk 
forts. 

In  the  evening  an  officer  from  the  Pensacola  came  on  board  to  get  ^on:« 
information  about  the  depth  of  the  river  in  the  immediate  locality  of  the  torts 
and  Mr.  Oltmanns  and  myself  gave  him  all  the  details  that  had  come  under  oar 
observation. 

April  22. — At  daylight  Captain  Porter  sent  me  a  note,  requesting  mc  to  dr^p 
down  to  the  Jump,  and  to  wait  for  a  boat  which  had  been  sent  on  an  expt^dtti<-i> 
in  the  rear  of  Fort  Jackson,  and  to  bring  her  up  the  river  directly  on  her  arri\«l 
in  the  Mississippi.  I  went  down  with  the  steamer  and  anchored  off  the  up\^'f 
paint  of  the  Jump,  and  took  the  opportunity  to  reconnoitre  that  passagtf  mon- 
specially.  At  sundown  I  sent  Mr.  Halter  to  the  commander  of  the  flotilla  tj) 
report  that  we  did  not  see  anything  of  his  boat,  but  that  I  would  wait  during 
the  night.  I  received  a  letter  from  him  in  return,  staling  bis  fean  that  \h^ 
boat's  crew  would  be  lost,  and  begging  me  to  go  in  search  of  them,  u  k 
had  his  hands  fidl  of  the  attack  that  in  all  probability  was  to  come  off  durin 
the  night.  This,  of  course,  was  resolved  on,  and  to-morrow  by  ^uurise  a  Ixi^il 
will  be  sent  for  the  purpose. 


< 
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April  23. — ^At  daylight  I  despatched  Mr.  Oltmanns,  the  first  mate,  and  a 
pw  of  six  men,  all  doubly  armed  and  well  provisioned  with  food  and  water,  in 
c  second  cutter  in  search  of  the  missing  boat  expedition,  directing  him  to  leave 
ritten  notices  at  the  month  of  the  multifarious  bayous,  naming  the  route  to  be 
ir»ued,  to  hoist  in  his  boat  the  American  ensign,  and  to  do  anything  in  his 
tvinr  to  find  ont  the  crew,  which  must  have  lost  their  way  in  the  labyrinth  of 
mh  streams.  Mr.  Harris  returned  from  the  fleet  and  brought  me  a  message 
)m  Captain  Porter  to  come  up  and  run  alongside.  I  fired  two  32-pounder8  as 
9tgnal  lor  Mr.  Oltmanns  to  return,  and  set  also  a  blue  signal  at  the  fore, 
ailing  on  the  flag-officer,  he  said  he  haib  no  vessel  to  spare  from  the  engage- 
vut,  and  would  consider  it  a  favor  if  I  would  carry  some  of  his  wounded  men 

the  8aehei|^  to  the  hospital  at  the  mouth  of  the  Southwest  Pass.  He  further 
idrd  that*  as  he  was  preparing  a  severe  night  attack  with  the  fleet,  it  would 
if'm  too  hard  to  carry  those  poor  crippled  fellows  with  him  in  the  fight.  ^ 

<  )f  coturse  I  at  once  consented  very  cheerfully,  and  repeated  that,  whenever 
f  could  make  use  of  me.  I  would  be  at  his  service.  Meanwhile,  Mr.  Oltmanns 
s<l  not  returned  from  his  search  for  the  boat  expedition,  but  I  had  to  let  him 
lift  for  himself,  knowing  that  h^  would  bring  up  somewhere  safely. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  the  wounded  men  were  sent  on  board,  two  of  whom 
Mt\  suffered  amputation,  and  all  of  them  in  a  dangerous  state.    At  a  quarter  to 

1  was  steaming  down,  having  made  the  poor  men  as  comfortable  as  I  could, 
fr.  Uarris  brought  the  hospital  physician  on  board,  who  took  charge  of  the 
«tipnt»,  and  we  sent  them  in  our  double-bunked  boat  on  shore. 

April  24. — The  gunboat  Miami  anchored  alongside  the  Sachem,  brining  me 
i  verbal  request  from  Captain  Porter  to  accompany  General  Butler's  expedition 
II  fhe  rear  of  Fort  St.  Philip.     I  had  previously  sent  Mr.  Harris  up  to  (he  fleet 

0  6f^  the  commander  and  report  the  derangement  of  our  engine.  At  5  p.  m. 
Vfncral  Bntler  arrived  in  the  Saxon  and  qalled  on  me  in  person,  bringing  me  a 
cttfT  at  the  same  time  from  Captain  Porter.  I  arranged  with  him  to  meet  him 
L>  d>oon  as  my  repairs  had  been  made  at  Isle  an  Bretoo,  and  to  send  an  oflfcer 
ntb  him  in  the  Saxon  to  pilot  his  vessel  through  Pass  k  TOutre.  Mr.  Oltmanns 
Jn}  came  back  from  his  ooat  expedition  in  £he  Year  of  Fort  Jackson,  having 
Mfcn  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  fort. 

April  26. — In  the  morning  Captain  Boggs,  of  the  Varuna  steam-gunboat, 
U31U*  on  board  to  go  with  me  to  General  Butler's  ship ;  he  had  lost  his  vessel 
aortne  the  passage  of  the  fleet  past  the  forts  on  the  24th,  being  run  into  from 
t«o  mffcstent  quarters  by  iron-clad  steamers  of  the  enemy.  This  was  a  most 
Kniliant  exploit.  His  ship  sunk  with  her  colors  flying,  but  not  before  she  had 
crippled*  bomed,  and  sunk  six  of  the  opposing  steamers. 

In  the  afternoon  I  got  under  way,  the  machinery  working  well  forward.  We 
drupped  anchor  alongside  the  Harriet  Lane,  and  I  had  a  conference  with  the 
(•(tmmitnder.  He  sent  his  and  other  engineers  to  examine  the  Sachem's  ma- 
diincry,  when  all  appeared  right. 

April  27.^ We  got  under  way  after  sunrise  and  stood  off  Pass  k  I'Outre,  and 
>m)uebt  over  the  bar  15  feet.  At  noon  we  arrived  off 'Sable  island,  where  we 
f  >\iiid  General  Butler  in  the  steam  transport  Mississippi.  I  called  on  him  and 
W  A  long  conversation  respecting  the  coast.  At  2  o'clock  he  came  on  board 
tbi*  Sachem  and  I  took  him  to  the  rear  of  Fort  Jackson ;  from  thence  he  took 
4  bitat  op  to  the  Quarantine,  using  one  of  the  smaller  bayous  for  his  passage. 

1  (i»*»patched  Mr.  Hanis  at  once  to  stake  out  a  four-foot  line  along  the  coast,  as 
tbp  general  intends  to  make  an  experiment  with  his  rifled  guns  on  the  forts  from 
Itp.  We  also  ascertained  the  distance  by  bearings  on  Forts  St.  Philip  and 
•^ftckfon.  Mr.  Halter  reported  again  to  me,  and  was  sent  out  at  8  o'clock  in  the 
cvfuing  to  stake  out  the  boat  channel  to  the  Quarantine  with  lamps,  so  that 
irMjps  might  be  conveyed  there  during  the  night.  He  returned  at  2  o'clock, 
leaving  soccessfully  penormed  the  task.    Four  hundred  men  were  sent  in  safety 
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daring  the  night,  and  the  garrison  at  the  camp  of  the  Qoarantine  now  eoG«>: 
of  one  full  regiment.     In  the  morniflg  the  captain  of  the  ganhoai  Miami  wb, 
was  aground  close  by  the  Sachem,  sent  on  board  requesting  assistance.    I  n 
ahead  of  him,  sent  liim  a  nine-inch  hauser,  and  got  him  afloat  by  S  o'cl'.'ck  i 
the  morning.     In  the  afkemoon  I  sent  Messrs.  Oltmanns  and  Hartis  to  F> 
Bayou  to  put  up  a  signal — Mr.  Halter  having  found  out  in  the  mormns: :'' 
both  signals  at  tlfis  place  and  at  Raccoon  Point  were  lost.     While  the  lio.r  ^ 
away,  at  2.3C  p.  m.,  both  secession  flags  at  Forts  Jackson  and  Sl  PhiHp  v . 
hauled  down.     The  most  intense  excitement  followed.     I  saw  the  Harriet  I 
and  three  other  steamers,  with  a  -flaf^  of  truce  on  the  fore,  steaming  up  to  v 
forts,  and  directly  afterwards  saw  a  large  steamer  of  the  enemy  eiiveL>p^'  i 
flames.     This  proved  to  be  the  new  iron-clad  battery  Louisiana ;   she  fur . 
entirely  down.    At  about  quarter  before  3  her  magazine  exploded  with  a  cr-: 
and  ihock  the  like  of  which  I  never  witnessed.     The  cloud  of  smoke  r-t-i  i 
an  estimated  height  of  at  least  six  hundred  feet,  and  pieces  of  the  wreck  l  >  J 
be  seen  flying  in  the  air  very  distinctly.     At  3  o'clock  the  Harriet  Laof^  c  : 
up,  and,  after  the  firing  of  one  gun,'I  had  the  inexpressible  delight  of  seeiuj   i 
stars  and  stripes  waving  once  more  over  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.     I  nr 
a  salute  directly,  and  gave  the  information  to  other  vessels  near.     I  sent  a  n   i 
for  my  party,  there  being  no  further  use  to  prosecute  the  work  here»  and  C.i;**i 
Porter  had  expressed  a  desire  that  I  should  join  him  at  the  forts  as  soon  a.<  t'  | 
were  ours.     In  the  evening  General  Williams  came  in  the  Miami,  and,  wb> ' 
communicated  the  news,  the  cheering  "  Yankee  Doodle"  and  "  Hail  Colnn;' 
it  seemed  would  never  end.     At  11  o'clock  p.m.  we  got  under  way  and  suai . 
towards  Pass  k  TOutre. 

April  29. — We  crossed  the  bar  at  6  a.  m,  with  fifteen  feet,  half- tide,  todji  . 
the  north  side  of  the  "middle  ground"  again  as  before.     We  passed  the  i  • 
early  in  the  afternoon.     At  4  o'clock  I  took  the  commander  of  the  flotilla  >< 
to  Fort  Jackson,  my  officers  having  also  arrived  in  a  separate  boat.     ^V» 
splcted  closely  for  a  couple  of  hours  the  damage  done  by  the  inortar»t  :^t)'i 
cannot  understand  to  this  minute  how  the  garrison  could  have  possibly  li^*!  - 
long  in  the  enclosures.     The  destruction  goes  beyond  all  description ;  the  srr.  • 
is  torn  by  the  shells  as  if  a  thousand  antediluvian  hogs  had  rooted  it  up: 
holes  are  from  three  to  eight  feet  deep,  and  are  very  close  together,  soraot  i 
^  within  a  couple  of  feet ;  all  that  was  wood  in  the  fort  is  completely  consura^-o  ' 
fire;  the  brick- work  is  knocked  down;  the  arches  stove;  guns  are  dismoucu 
gun-carriages  broken,  and  the  whole  presents  a  dreadful  scene  of  deatructi*:! 

April  30. — Early  in  the  morning  I  received  a  communication  from  fhf  " ' 
•mander  requesting  me  to  await  here  his  return  from  New  Orleans,  wbent  h»*  ?■* 
to-day  in  trie  Harriet  Lane.' 

I  also  hear  that  a  gunboat  is  going  north,  and  I  conclude  therefore  thi^  n/'  ' 
to  send  by  the  same. 

Allow  me  to  add  a  few  words  to  express  the  high  gratification  which  ih- . 
lant  and  able  deportment  of  my  officers  has  given,  not  only  to  myself,  In . ' 
have  reason  to  believe^to  everybody  in  the  fleet,  and  to  the  general  of  the  k-.  I 
forces.     I  hope  you  will  say  that  we  have  done  our  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  GERDES. 
Assistant  United  States  Coas^  Surreif. 
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<*rt  of  Joseph  Harris,  United  States  Coast  Survey,  of  soTne  of  the  incidents 
that  came  under  his  notice  and  of  his  observations  at  the  forts,  ^. 

Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  May  4,  1862. 

ID:  While  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  injuries  received  by  Fort  Jackson 
np;  the  bombardment  and  the  passage  of  the  fleet,  several  incidents  came 
^  f  tny  notice,  which,  at  your  request,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
kritiiig. 

Vhile  waiting  for  the  boat  to  take  us  off,  on  the  last  day  on  whicli  we  wore 
s^^'d  in  the  survey,  Mr.  Oltmanns  and  I  fell  into  conversation  with  some 
\  who  had  been  in  the  fort  as  part  of  the  garrison.  One  of  them,  who  said 
^a»  a  New  Torkcr,  particularly  informed  us — a  reliable,  intelligent  man, 
D  the  moderation  of  his  statements — ^and  I  think  his  information  well  worthy 

•^hall  merely  record  his  statements,  as  the  conversation  on  our  part,  which 
w  forth  information  on  the  points  where  we  especially  desired,  is  not  neces- 
V  ti»  the  understanding  of  them,  and  this  communication  is  likely  to  be  very 
^  without  the  introduction  of  any  irrelevant  matter. 

>neral  J.  K.  Duncan  had  command  of  both  forts,  and  Colonel  Higgins,  who 
)r  jean*  ago  was  an  officer  of  the  United  States  navy,  had  the  immediate 
iiuand  of  Fort  Jackson.  Colonel  Higgins  has  the  credit  of  being  a  most 
\  f  and  vigilant  officer. 

Wit  forty-eight  hours  my  informant  thought  Colonel  Higgins  had  not  left  the 
rjpAn>«,  and  never  seemed  in  the  least  disconcerted  when  the  bombs  were  fall- 
:  tliickedt  Around  him. 

A  larjce  proportion  of  the  forces  inside  the  fort  were  northern  men ;  and  there 
n  al??o  many  foreigiiern.  The  party  that  seized  the  fort  early  in  1861  was  a 
.ij>;uiy  of  German  Yagers,  and  there  were  a  number  of  Irish  also.  In  all 
T  wen»  (iomc  600  or  700  men  in  the  fort  at  the  time  of  the  bombardment. 
t»  northern  men  were  mostly  sent  down  at  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
'1  I  hnaginf*  most  of  them  volunteered,  hoping  in  that  way  to  avoid  suspicion, 
i\  perhaps  not  to  have  to  fight  against  the  government  after  all. 
•  rMlonot  Higgins  had  no  expectation  of  being  attacked;  that  is,  he  thought 
tt«ft  could  be  brought  against  him  sufficiently  strong  to  risk  an  attack.) 
I'll  Pre  was  a  company  of  sharpshooters  attached  to  the  forces,  under  the 
Trii.and  of  Captain  Mullen.  They  numbered  about  two  hundred,  and  were 
•I'W  rt?cruited  from  the  "riffraff,"  of  New  Orleans.  They  scouted  as  far 
wn  a^  eight  or  nine  miles  below  the  forts,  and  brought  nightly  reports  to  Fort 
fcckron,  travellinc:  by  the  bayous  and  passes  on  the  southwest  side  of  the  river. 
»j»'  main  body,  however,  lay  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  below  Fort  Jackson, 
^u;  .1  mile  and  a  half  from  it.  From  here  they  fired  on  the  boat  that  pulled 
-  uTiiUr  that  shore  on  the  14th.  The  grape  and  canister  shot  that  the  Owasco 
n«r  into  the  bushes  made  their  berth  uncomfortable,  and  they  broke  up  their 
uif'.  came  into  the  fort  all  wet  and  draggled,  havipg  thrown  many  of  their 
"«-  Hivay,  and  swore  that  they  would  go  to  New  Orleans;  and  they  went. 
My  itifomwnt  voluntarily  gave  the  credit  of  reducing  the  fort  to  the  "bomb 
••*.**  The  fort  was  so  much  shaken  by  this  firing  that  it  was  feared  the  case- 
I'.'  ••  w oolfl  come  down  about  their  ears.  The  loss  of  life  by  the  bombs  was 
''»  'ZPiau  aa  they  could  see  them  coming  plainly  and  get  out  of  the  way ;  but 
^  **dVtt  uf  their  fall  and  explosion  no  skill  could  avert. 

Abiiiit  one  shell  in  twenty  failed  to  explode,  even  those  that  fell  in  the  water 

'^n^:  off  as  well  as  the  others.     It  is  well  worth  noting  that  the  bombs  that 

-"  i'j  the  ditch  close  to  the  walls  of  the  fort,  and  exploded  there,  shook  the 

'^  mnch  more  severely  than  any  of  those  that  buried  theipselves  in  the  solid 
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The  firing  was  most  destructive  the  first  day,  and  the  resj»el«  lyin?  n.i  • 
northeast  side  of  the  river,  which  were  in  plain  view  of  the  fort«,  mail*' ../. 
the  most  effective  shots.     The  bomb-vessels  lying  on  the  other  nide  of  thf  r . 
were  at  all  times  totally  invisible,  the  best  glasses  failing  to  dL«tinpii>r  * 
bush  tops  from  the  trees  around  them. 

During  the  bombardment  the  only  guns  that  were  much  used  were  th**  - 
guns,  of  which  there  were  three,  and  the  four  10-inch  columbiads  and  I>al.L 
8-inch  guns,  eight  in  number.     The  mortars   (in  the  fort)  fired  occafihu' 
One  of  the  rifled  guns,  mounted  on  the  fort  proper  before  the  bombardmt  i.t.  '^ 
sent  two  days  before  the  fire  opened  to  Island  No.  10. 

One  of  the  rifles  in  the  water  battery  was  originally  one  otthe  barb<*ttf  >: 
a  32-pounder.  It  was  sent  to  New  Orleans  to  be  rifled,  and  a  week  aft*  - ' 
second  one  was  sent ;  but  the  first,  on  trial,  proving  a  failure,  the  s^^'coLii  •■ 
not  changed. 

The  large  columbiad  in  the  water  battery  was  made  somewhere  in  r*<-  - 
but  exactly  where  my  informant  did  not  know. 

The  fort  was  in  perfect  order  when  the  bombardment  commenced,  it  h? . 
always  been  very  strictly  policed,  and  the  dirt,  which  now  diefigurr-:* 
thing,  is  the  accumulation  of  a  few  days. 

The  water  did  not  enter  the  fort  until  the  levee  had  been  broken  with  1- ' 
and  during  the  summer  of  1861,  when  the  Mississippi  was  even  hijrlj'  " 
parade  ground  was  entirely  dry.     There  was  very  little  sickness  in  tht-  f'-n 
water  probably  not  having  stood  long  enough  to  create  miasma. 

The  discipline  in  the  fort  was  very  strict;  but  what  seemed  to  be  felt  r 
than  the  strictness  was  the  bringing  in  of  very  young  and  entirely  mexjH*r»  • 
officers,  who  were  placed  in  command  of  others  much  their  superiors  iji  knowl    . 

Suspected  men  were  closely  watched,  and  the  pimishment  for  inipro|i,  -  -i 
among  them  was  to  tie  a  rope  around  the  offenders  and  let  them  float  j.t 
stinking  ditch. 

The  impres.'fion  we  derived  from  this  part  of  the  conversation,  howt^vt  r- 
that  the  fort  was  very  well  governc^d,  and  that  the  man  who  was  speakiiu:  ^ 
not  often  come  imder  the  displeasure  of  the  authorities,  for  he  was  not  elt-/ 
on  the  subject  of  his  wrongs. 

The  chain,  as  first  stretched  across  the  river,  was  quite  a  fiormidable  oh^iu . 
The  chain  was  brought  from  Pensacola,  and  was  a  very  heavy  one.    It  ' 
supported  by  heavy  logs,  30  feet  long,  only  a  few  feet  apart,  to  the  und»T  • 
of  each  of  which  the  chain  was  pinned  near  the  up  stream  end.     Tbf  t^ 
was  kept  from  sagging  down  too  far  by  seven  heavy  anchors,  from  ^i 
small  chains  ran  to  the  main  chain. 

These  anchors  were  buoyed  vrith  can-buoys  taken  from  Pilot  Town,  hi 
few  months  a  raft  formed  on  the  upper  side  of  this  chain  which  reached  u'- 
the  forts,  and  its  weight  swept  away  the  whole  obstruction,  and  went  t 
carrying  the  buoys  with  it. 

It  was  then  replaced  by  the  lighter  chain,  buoyed  by  hulks  there,  thn^  ^^-^ « 
ago.  Two  of  the  large  can-buoys  were  placed  in  the  magazine  m  the  * 
battery.  The  night  that  Fl«^-Officer  Farragut's  fleet  passed  np  Colonf  I  H 
gins  was  so  sure  of  destroying  it  that  he  allowed  the  first  vessel  to  com* 
with  the  fort  before  opening  fire,  fearing  that  they  would  be  drove  back  p)' ' 
turely  and  escape  him.  When  they  succeeded  in  passing  he  remarked.  "• 
cake  js  all  dough;  we  may  as  weU  give  it  up/* 

During  this  engagement  a  Captain  Jones,  from  the  back  country*  had  ch.>r 
of  those  casemate  guns  which  were  firing  hot  shot-     He  depressed  the  mnr 
of  his  guns  very  considerably,  fearing  to  fire  too  high,  and  heing^  d<*-'i-'"'- 
working  his  guns  vigorously  had  them  run  out  with  a  jerk,  the  constH|Urc  - 
which  was  that  the  balls  rolled  harmlessly  into  the  moat^  and  the  ^uw*' ' 
away  powder  and  hav-wads  at  a  most  de.<tructive  rate. 


ro  • 


ul. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.       515 

hi.-'  continued  until  some  of  the  officers  on  the  ramparts,  observing  how 
h  fiif  t>hot  fell  short,  tcid  him  of  it.  He  then  commenced  operations  on  one 
it  ular  ctMselt  which  he  kept  at  until  some  one  informed  him  that  he  was 
•till*;  bimaelf  to  one  of  their  own  chain  hulks. 

])••  enemy's  gunboats  did  not  come  up  to  the  expectations  that  were  formed 
^fm.  The  Louisiana,  especially,  was  very  much  relied  on,  but  her  crew  of 
men  were  drunk  at  the  time,  that  they  should  have  done  their  duty  best.  I 
li  not  find  out  anything  about  her  from  this  man,  as  he  had  never  been 
Lfd  of  her,  and  did  not  believe  the  exaggerated  stories  that  were  told  here 
i:  Imt. 

L«  i$mall  loss  of  life  in  the  fort  is  due,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the  fact  that  the 

li.ive  beeu  carefully  kept  below,  only  the  guns'  crews  being  allowed  out  of 

L  r.    The  New  Yorker  was  a  powder-passer  for  the  batterv  in  which  the 

1  ;:un  and  the  large  columbiads  of  the  main  fort  were,  and,  therefore,  had  a 

i  <'P|)ortunity  of  seeing  what  went  on,  they  being  in  pretty  constant  use. 

n*'  bomb  broke  into  the  officers'  mess-room  while  they  were  at  dinner,  and 

^1  on  the  floor ;  as  it  lay  between  them  and  the  door  they  could  not  escape, 

.ill  gathered  in  a  comer  and  remained  there  in  terrible  suspense  until  it  be- 

'•  ••vidcnt  that  the  fuse  had  gone  out,  and  they  were  safe. 

ti  th(*  first  night  of  the  firing,  when  the  citadel  and  outhouses  were  all  in 

ir*.  tb<*  magazine  was  in  very  great  danger  for  some  time,  and  a  profuse 

»ly  of  wet  blankets  was  all  that  saved  it;  there  was  great  consternation 

iiiirLt,  but  afterwards  the  garrison  got  used  to  it,  and  were  very  cool.     A 

h  hroke  into  the  secret  passage  cut  in  the  fort.     One  of  the  soldiers  went 

It  *r)ine  distiince,  when  he  was  discovered  by  General  Duncan  and  ordered 

The  passage  was  then  filled  up  and  a  guard  placed  over  the  entrance  to 

|i  f\>ry  one  away  from  it.     This  was  told  me  by  Major  Santelle,  command- 

•»1  (Ijr  fort. 

»rt  Jackson  mounted  33  32-poundcr3  on  main  parapet,  2  columbiads  on  main 
4>ta,  1  rifle  gun  on  main  parapet,  2  columbiads  in  2d  bastion,  1  9-inch  mortar 
'A  iMu^tion,  1  columbiad  in  3d  bastion,  2  8-inch  mortars  in  3d  bastion,  8  32- 
Ltlt-r^  in  northwest  casemates,  6  32-pounder  guns  in  northeast  casemates,  10 
rt  pxm  in  bastion  casemates,  2  brass  field  pieces,  2  rifled  guns  in  water  bat- 
.  1  lO-inch  columbiad  in  water  battery,  1  9-inch  columbiad  in  water  bat- 
,  i  32-poander  guns  on  outer  curtain — 75  guns  in  all. 
«n  not  positive  about  the  calibre  of  the  guns.  Those  that  I  have  called 
.vvuiiders  had  a  calibre  of  6.4  inches,  and  I  am  not  quite  positive  that  there 
i"  *hort  32-pounder  guns  in  the  bastion  casemates,  though  such  is  my  recol- 
i«uu  Of  these  guns  four  were  dismounted,  but  I  could  not  see  that  the  gun 
^r  was  injured  in  any  case;  of  the  gun-carriages  eleven  were  struck, 
i'ul  of  them  being  entirely  destroyed ;  and  of  the  traverses  no  less  than 
^}  were  injured.  A  large  proportion  of  the  last  injured  were  on  the  western 
'  »if  the  outer  curtain,  (where  only  these  guns  were  motmted,)  twenty  out  of 
tr-aiue  being  more  or  less  injured. 

tV  nimparttf  of  the  fort  proper  were  very  severely  damaged  on  every  side, 

iwrticoiarly  on  the  two  northern  ones ;  there  has  been  great  patching  with 

«i  Kiig»  needed ;  several  of  the  entrances  from  the  parade  ground  under  the 

|(tua^  are  masses  of  ruins,  some  of  tliem  being  one -third  choked  up  with 

T:.'  casemates  are  cracked  from  end  to  end ;  one  of  the  bastion  casemates  has 
f^yf  broken  through  in  three  places;  another  in  one  place,  and  its  walls  arc 

'*wi'V  cmcked  that  daylight  shines  through  very  plainly,  the  cracks  being 
"•  i  iuches  wide. 

I  Itf  •riitrances  to  the  casemates  are  nearly  all  damaged,  the  roofs  cracked  and 

^  -' '  5  brick  thrown  down  or  loosened.     AH'  the  buildings  were  destroyed  by 
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fire  or  bomb-shells,  tbe  two  western  bastions  and  the  citadel  being  comjl 
burned  otlt.     TJie  walls  of  the  citadel  are  cracked  in  many  places  vrrv  *.. 

Eighty -six  shot  and  splinters  of  shell  struck  its  faces.     The  amoimt  '.'i  • 
age  here  reported  would  hardlj  be  credited  by  any  one  who  had  taken  &  *. 
survey  of  the  premises,  and  I  myself  should  have  considered  it  exaj]r?«r . 
I  had  read  it  after  passing  through  hastily  the  first  time.     After  cantiil  >  \ 
nation,  however,  the  impression  lefl  on  my  mind  is  of  a  place  far  gom-  oi 
road  to  ruin,  which  will  stand  but  little  more  before  it  will  come  down  aii 
defenders'  ears.     Everything  about  the  fort  appears  to  have  started  rr 
place,  some  hardly  perceptible,  others  so  much  that  it  would  be  hard  t* 
where  the  proper  place  is. 

I  do  not  profess  an  acquaintance  with  such  matters,  but  it  looks  to  m<*  as 
whole  structure  would  have  to  be  demolished  and  rebuilt  if  the  gnv,  r 
ever  intend  to  fortify  the  site  again. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  hastily  thrown  together  the  more  important  })art  'i 
information  I  was  able  to  collect;  had  my  time  been  more  extended  I  mi^li- 1 
been  able  to  gather  more  of  the  incidents  of  the  siege;  and  bad  I  snp[ ^ 
desirable  to  reduce  it  to  writing  I  might  have  obtained  a  fuller  accouD: : 
those  I  did  question ;  but  my  conversation  was  merely  to  gratify  mv  own  i 
osity  and  pass  away  an  unoccupied  hour.  Hoping  that  you  may  find  tin- 1 
munication  of  some  value,  I  remain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HAREI: 

F.  H.  Gerdes,  Esq., 

Assistant  United  States  Coast  Survey, 


WESTERN  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

CajJture  and  burning  of  schooner  Columbia,  of  Galveston,  April  5,  1^'  - 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Habtfobd. 
Mississippi  River,  April  10,  1* 

Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  made  by  Actin<r  3! 
Thomas  Pickering  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Charles    Hunter,  coinni 
United  States  steamer  Montgomery,  of  the  capture  imd  burning  of  the  n '>  - 
Columbia,  of  Galvej^ton,  loaded  with  cotton  and  bound  to  Jamaica. 
I  am,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  s^crvant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer  Western  Gulf  Bloekading  Sqvn<:'  ^ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


United  States  Steamer  Montoomern. 
Off'  St.  Louis  Pass,  Texas f  April  5'  i> 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  with  the  launch  (Vn}^ 
Thos.  Niblo  accompanying  me  as  a  volunteer)  and  whale-boat,  the  lutt**: 
the  command  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Robert  Barstow,  to  ent<'r  th**  biirl .r. 
capture,  bring  out,  or  destroy  a  large  schooner,  seen  from  otir  docks  al  i 
inside.     I  herewith  submit  report  of  the  expedition. 

Left  the  ship  at  6.30  p.  m.,  and  crossed  the  bar  safely,  though  ihc  >un 
rolling  heavily.     We  then  slackened  our  speed  to  pass  the  fort  kTU»*ii  * 
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?«♦  under  cover  of  the  night.  This  precaution  failed  to  avail  us,  however, 
v\iM*n  abreast  of  it  (the  fort)  they  fired,  the  shot  passing  through  the  side  of 
faitiicfa.  Without  returning  the  fire,  knowing  that  our  success  depended 
II  expedition,  pulled  rapidly  for  the  schooner,  which,  reaching,  was  hoarded 
lU'li  waist  without  firing  a  shot.  We  took  possession  of  her,  the  crew, 
'Wting  of  seven  men,  being  completely  surprised.  Found  she  was  the 
nubia,  of  Galveston,  loaded  with  cotton,  ready  for  sea,  and  bound  for 
jjKtou,  Jamaica. 

np.ireil  everything  for  kedging  her  out,  when  we  discovered  a  large  sloop 
ing  down  on  us.  Made  eveiy thing  ready  for  her  reception,  and,  on  her 
iiig  uIoDgBide,  boarded  and  took  possession  of  her.  Found  she  brought  the 
liiin  of  the  schooner,  seven  passengers,  and  stores  from  Galveston.  It  was 
l:i*  time  that  the  only  event  occurred  which  could  mar  the  entire  success  of 
«'Xj>edition,  George  llice,  seaman,  being  seriously  wounded  by  the  accidental 
Ii.irgi*  of  a  carbijie  in  the  hands  of  one  of  his  shipmates.  Secured  the 
'jinTs,  and  f(iT  two  hours  made  every  effort  to  warp  the  schooner  out.  Find- 
^0  had  made  little  if  any  progress,  I  gave  the  order  for  firing  her  fore  and 
jind  I   hope  the  following  reasons  will  justify  me  in  yoiu*  opinion  for  so 

,'Len-  wae  a  strong  flood  tide  and  head  wind,  and  tlie  alarm  having  been 
nu  1  had  rvery  reason  to  suppose  that  an  overwhelming  force  would  soon 
brought  apunst  us ;  and,  from  the  schooner's  position,  she  was  untenable, 
J?  su  near  the  shore  that  she  could  be  commanded  by  riflemen  as  well  as  the 
»?  in  battery. 

rhi*  t^loop,  with  prisoners,  escorted  by  the  whale-boat,  then  shoved  oft*,  the 
»rh  remaining  to  see  that  the  fires  would  be  effective  in  destroying  the  vessel, 
I  then  followed,  repassing  the  battery  in  safety,  and  anchoring  inside,  as  near 

breakers  as  possible,  to  await  daylight,  it  being  too  dangerous  to  attempt, 
ticularly  witli  a  sloop  in  tow  or  overloaded  boats,  at  night. 
Vt  t-arly  dawn,  finding  the  surf  still  rolling  high,  was  compelled  to  give  up 

el(K)p  to  prisoners,  liberating  them,  and  huny  off  to  the  ship,  as  we  were 
liiii  range  of  the  enemy's  guns.  We  had  been  under  way  but  a  few  moments 
in  we  were  fired  at,  the  shot  luckily  falling  short,  but  close  to  the  whale-boat. 
I  ainnoty  in  justice,  omit  to  mention  that  to  Mr.  Barstow  and  Mr.  Niblo  I  am 
itf'tl  for  their  ready  aid  and  prompt  ftirtherance  of  my  orders,  and  to  the 
^  fur  their  willing  obedience  and  discipline. 
Res«pectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

THOS.  PICKERING,  Acdng  Master, 
i^icutenaift  Ghablks  Huntbr, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Montgomery. 


tga^ements  of  the  New  London  and  other  vessels  with  rebel  steamers  on  the 

25th  of  March  and  Afh  of  April,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Miss-issijypi  Kivery  April  10,  1862. 

>*\k:  I  enclose  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  two  reports 
nil'  li»  me  (dated  March  26  and  April  5,  1862)  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 
•o^f  lie  Ad  of  two  engagements  between  his  vessel  and  others  and  some  rebel 
■tnu-n*. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRA6UT, 
Flag' Officer  Western  Crulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
ii'm.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Umted  States  Steambr  Xew  Lomxjn. 

Off  Ship  Wand,  March  26,  1- 

Sir :  On  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  instant  two  rebel  steamers  w«i 
covered  at  Pass  Christian.     The  New  London  got  under  way  immodin:*!* 
stood  for  that  place,  and  approached  as  near  as  practicable  on  accouDt  ot  A 
water.     The  rebel  boats  approached  within  two  thousand  yardr^,  wL* 
engagement  began;  the  New  London  begining  the  action  on  finding  tli*  * 
not  disposed  to  come  nearer.     The  fight  lasted  one  hour  and  ^ij  im 
during  which  time  we  fired  one  hundred  and  sixty  shots  of  all  kind^.    T* 
were  none  injured  on  this  vessel,  nor  the  vessel  herself.     The  vei«rtL«  ■ 
enemy  engaged  were  the  steamers  Oregon  and  Pamlico;  from  their  mi»^« : 
each  of  them  seemed  to  be  struck  two  or  three  times.     After  tlie  eng^jii'  - 
the  enemy  left  for  the  lakes.     We  remained  on  the  ground  until  they  v . 
of  sight  and  then  returned  to  Ship  island. 

I  am,  very  renpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  KEAD. 
Lieutetkant  CofmtifU'i  - 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commancling  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


I  ft 


United  States  Steamer  New  London. 
/  Off  Ship  Island.,  April  5,1^  - 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant  we  left  Ship  island,  in  cmi.  . 
with  the  United  States  steamer  J.  V.  Jackson  and  the  transport  stcamt-r  11 
Lewis,  with  the  Connecticut  9th  volunteer  regiment  on  board,  to  c»/-"} 
with  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  landing  at  Biloxi.     Tlit  1.  •. 
was  made  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  New  London  and  J.  P. .]'. 
anchoring  off  the  town.     The  next  day,  about  4.30  p. m.,  the  troopj^  em!'' 
when  all  got  under  way  and  stood  for  Pass  Christian,  intending  to  maki  i 
ing  there  the  following  day.     At  10  a.  m.,  having  taken  a  favorable  pof»i*i 
the  night,  we  came  to  anchor.     On  the  4th  day  of  April,  at  4. 40  a.  ni., 
rebel  steamers  were  discovered,  standing  down  to  make  an  attack.     Tin* 
was  immediately  begun  by  the  New  London,  Jackson,  and  Lewii*,  wiii 
rebel  steamers  Oregon,  Pamlico,  and  Carondelet;  but,  after  its  continual.- 
about  thirty  minute:*,  the  Lewis  was  withdrawn  on  account  of  the  crowd«  u 
of  her  decks.     The  New  London  and  Jackson  continued  the  fight  for  od< 
and  forty-five  minutes,  when  the  enemy  withdrew,  apparently  much  in; 
About  9  a.  m.  the  United  States  steamer  Hatteras  joined  us,  and,  bein^'  - 
officer,  took  command.   While  the  landing  was  being  effected  at  Pass  {.'hr.- 
a  rebel  merchant  steamer  appeared  to  the  eastward  and  was  immediati  1\ 
sued  by  the  New  London  and  Jackson.     After  a  chose  of  about  an  b<'U. 
was  captiured,  and  proved  to  be  the  rebel  steamboat  P.  C.  Wallis,  loaJd 
turpentine,  rosin,  and  lime. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

A.  READ. 
Lietttenant  C0mmaM<}'*'' 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 
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>*ir  Master  L.   W»  Pennington^s  report  of  the  abandonment  of  Fort  Liv- 

ingsfon,  Sfc, 

United  States  Schooner  Henry  Janes, 

April  28,  1862. 

^ri: :  (>n  the  evening  of  the  25th  I  received  orders  from  Lieutenant  Smith  to 
p«fv.  for  sea,  which  I  did ;  and  on  the  26th  I  received  orders  to  proceed, 
\ti*ui  df4ay,  to  Bastien's  bay,  to  blockade  the  same,  which  is  within  eight 
i-?  rtf  Fort  Livingston.  The  wind  being  light,  I  drifted  more  to  the  west- 
•«i  tfinn  I  anticipated,  and  brought  up  at  Fort  Livingston.  There  I  fell  in 
h  iho  United  States  schooner  Kittatinny,  three-masted.  The  George  W. 
ii^im«  2d  division,  and,  directly  after,  the  Orvetta,  Captain  Blanchard,  came 
\r  u**  We  anchored,  and  I  was  informed  by  the  captain  of  the  Kittatinny 
!  the  rebels  in  Fort  Livingston  hoisted  the  secession  nag  every  Sunday,  and 
tiiiit  dajr  only.  On  the  27th  instant,  at  7.30  a.  m.,  I  espied  a  flag  of  truce 
the  forti».  I  immediately  lowered  the  first  cutter  and  went  on  shore,  but  the 
ituttimy's  boat  i*eached  the  fort  five  minutes  in  advance  of  me,  and  had  the 
^i^nre  of  hoisting  the  American  flag  on  the  ramparts  of  the  fort,  which  I 
mU\  have  liked  to  do.  After  reaching  the  fort  I  met  a  man  by  the  name  of 
p-Io  Yonata,  whom  I  was  formerly  acquainted  with  in  New  Orleans.  He 
I  l»e(*Q  in  service  six  months  at  Fort  Livingston,  at  which  place  he  was  bom, 
at  least  two  miles  off  from  the  fort.  There  were  also  five  other  men,  four 
men,  and  five  children,  all  of  whom  were  inhabitants  of  the  island,  except 
?  fvoman,  who  is  a  resident  of  New  Orleans.  Her  husband  was  among  the 
f»p*  that  left  the  fort — the  wife  being  sick  and  not  able  to  move,  having  been 
itinod  to  her  bed  by  thild-birth  three  days  previous.  From  her  I  obtained 
*t  of  my  information.  She  says  the  fort  was  in  charge  of  Colonel  Theouve, 
il  there  were  330  soldiers  in  all,  chiefly  French  and  Italians ;  that  they  were 
[>r!v  clad,  and  had  but  little  to  eat. 

Tli(!  letter  that  I  send  with  this  despatch  was  found  in  the  fort.  Y^our  can 
!;r»*  for  yourself  of  their  condition.  The  woman's  name  is  Colorick;  she 
i^Kf<l  for  them  in  the  fort  and  never  received  a  dollar  for  her  services.  When 
L'v  left  she  had  nothing  to  eat,  and  they  set  fire  to  what  was  in  the  fort.  She 
y*  I'olonel  Theouve  told  her,  the  night  of  the  25th,  that  New  Orleans  was  in 
''.••*^{*ioa  of  the  Union  troops;  that  the  rebels  laid  down  their  arms  without 
►i«iaiice*  He  (Colonel  Theouve)  left  New  Orleans  on  the  morning  of  the  25th 
fUnt- 

h  t^kca  eight  hours  to  come  from  New  Orleans  to  Fort  Livingston  by  water, 
'  "lioaleut  depth  three  feet.  The  steamboat  Bee,  that  carried  the  troops  from 
"  t  lit,  is  now  up  the  bay,  out  of  reach  of  our  vessels,  but  can  be  taken  by 
r  boat«.  They  had  a  quarrel  about  the  boats  the  night  they  left,  she  being 
rnt'd  by  the  planters  on  the  mainland,  part  of  whom,  the  man  Angelo  says, 
^  Uiiiou  men.  He  says  most  of  the  people  on  the  opposite  side  are  in  favor 
thi»  Union.  The  Temple,  a  small  battery  above  Fort  Livingston,  is  also 
apuat^'dfc  and  only  two  guns  left  there,  of  a  small  size.  We  found  at  Fort 
i''aip«ton  eleven  32-pounder8,  complete;  one  8-inch  columbiad,  new,  painted 
'i.  oni*  SO-potmd  rifled  gun,  three  spare  field  carriages,  one  thousand  32-pound 
'•t.  M'ven  conical  shell,  four  barrels  flour,  one  coil  Manilla  rope,  six  shovels, 
ur  axf*«,  eight  pickaxes,  one  can  turpentine,  two  cans  paint-oil,  twenty  train- 
$;  tmrkfi,  seven  cases  of  glass,  and  sevent<$en  barrels  of  beef.  The  officers' 
'putment  I  found  furnished  comfortably — plenty  of  wine,  a  number  of  papers, 
•nn»*  lat«r  than  the  18th  instant,)  which  I  have.  I  left  the  fort  in  charge  of 
^puin  Sampson,  whose  boat  made  the  landing  five  minutes  in  advance  of 
^rif .  The  fort  is  in  very  good  order ;  the  cannon  look  well ;  the  rifled  one  and 
)^  S-inch  colnmbiad  are  fine  guns,  and  the  former,  I  think,  is  of  very  long 
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range.  They  said  at  the  fort  that  Colonel  Theouvc  thought  wc  would  att- 
him  very  early  in  the  morning  with  our  \re88el0.  They  set  fixe  to  tii^'  t 
and  to  a  brig  loaded  with  cotton,  which  had  juBt  bent  her  Bails  the  dar 
reached  there,  and  was  going  to  sea  that  night;  the  fort  we  saved  from  ; 
flames.  Angelo  Yunata,  as  soon  as  I  met  him,  palled  out  eighty  dollar?  ir  ^ 
federate  notes,  and  said  **  that  was  the  fruits  of  his  eix  months'  labor,  aiii 
would  make  me  a  present  of  it."  He  also  handed  me  liis  vessel's  papers  ^^^ 
at  New  Orleans  26th  September. 

I  left  the  fort  at  4  p.  m.  27th  instant.     At  8  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  tht  i 
I  espied  a  lot  of  small  craft  at  the  entrance  of  Bastien  bay.     I  tacked  ^'hiy 
stood  toM^ard  them  until  in  nine  feet  of  water,  and  then  came  to  anchor,  I09 . 
away  two  of  my  boats  and  went  to  them.     On  examination  I  found  nothirz 
them.   They  were  fishing  and  oystering  boats,  ranging  from  five  to  twenty  i 
seven  in  number,  besides  seven  skifis.     Their  owners  I  found  encamp  •: 
Shell  island,  and  forbid  them  taking  their  boats  out     Captain  Godfrey  atz.- 
after  me,  and,  as  I  had  despatches  for  Captain  Porter,  I  told  Captain  G'- J. 
he  had  better  look  out  and  keep  them  in.     They  cannot  get  through  in>i*i' 
he  lies  at  the  entrance,  which  is  easy  to  blockade.     They  say  that  tht-y  c 
oysters  to  New  Orleans,  but  the  river  being  high  they  cannot  get   throiii!.  1 
canal.     I  could  get  no  information  from  them  in  regard  to  how  they  wi^n-  - 
ated  at  the  forts.     I  believe  they  are  stationed  there  to  take  off  the  pri-uii.  - 
they  have  to  surrender. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  W.  PENNINGTON, 

Acting  Master^  Commandiai 

Com.  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla. 


Correspondence Jbr  the  surrender  of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 

United  States  Flao-Ship  IIabtfobd, 

Off  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  May  14,  l^^o: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  d- : . 
ment,  the  correspondence  which  has  tak(*n  place  between  Commander  P.tl  i 
commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Iroquois,  and  the  mayor  of  the  c  tv 
Baton  Rouge;  also,  my  correspondence  with  the  mayor  and  his  replies. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer  Western  Crulf  Blockading  Stinadros 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Uniteu  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

At  anchor  off  Baton  Rouge,  May  9,  i*^^'-' 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  instnictious,  I  proceeded  up  the  river  and  anclv'^ 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th  close  in  abreast  this  city.     1  sent  an  ofiic<*r  on  ?i^ ' 
to  summon  tlie  mayor  on  board,  but,  as  he  was  not  in  town,  the  De.v'   ^ 
authority  accompanied  my  officer  on  his  return,  and  I  was  infomieil  ih.it  '•  I 
Brooklyn  and  gimboats  bad  passed  up  without  communicating^  aD<i  tbai  ' 
mayor  and  council  would,  in  the  morning,  be  prepared  to  receive  any  cobicd^  : 
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»n  that  I  might  make.     I  accordingly  addreB^ed  the  encloned  letter,  numbered 

and  nceiTed  in  reply  that  marked  No.  2. 

Here  is  a  capital  of  a  State  with  7,000  inhabitants,  acknowledging  itself 
i:fencele88,  and  yet  assuming  an  arrogant  tone,  trusting  to  our  forbearance. 

1  waa  determined  to  submit  to  no  such  nonsence,  and  accordingly  weighed 
ichor  and  steamed  up  abreast  the  arsenal,  landed  a  force,  took  possession  of 
L«:  arsenal,  barracks,  and  other  public  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
oi^ted  over  it  our  flag.     No  resistance  was  offered. 

I  then  addressed  the  mayor  the  communication  marked  3,  to  which  No.  4  is 
3»*  reply;  and  shortly  afterwards  the  Brooklyn  hove  in  sight,  coming  down  the 
\v€T  and  anchoring  near  us.  I  reported  what  I  had  done  to  Captain  Craven,. 
>hu  thoroughly  indorsed  my  action. 

Very  respeetfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  PALMER,  Commander, 

Fkg-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Chilf  Blockading  Squadron. 


No.  1. 

United  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

At  anchor  off  Baton  Rouge,  May  8,  1862. 

SiH :  As  there  seems  to  be  no  hope  of  a  senior  officer  arriving  this  afternoon, 
I  shall  proceed  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  flag-officer. 

The  same  terms  shall  be  afforded  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge  as  were  granted 
to  New  Orleans ;  it  must  be  surrendered  to  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

The  rights  and  property  of  its  citizens  shall  be  respected ;  but  all  property 
belf>nging  to  tlie  so-called  confederate  States  must  remain  intact,  to  be  delivered 
over  when  demanded. 

The  flag  of  the  United  States  must  be  hoisted  on  the  arsenal. 

An  answer  is  expected  this  evening. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  JAMES  S.  PALMER,  Commander. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Baton  Rouge. 


No.  2. 

Mayor's  Office, 
City  of  Baton  Rouge,  May  8,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  this  date  has  been  received,  in  which  you  say  "the  city 
of  Baton  Rouge  must  be  surrendered  to  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States," 
and  that  the  same  terms  will  be  granted  as  were  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

This  note  has  been  submitted  to  the  board  of  selectmen,  and  I  am  instructed 
I"  <<ay  that  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge  will  not  be  surrendered  voluntarily  to  any 
|K»wer  on  earth.  We  have  no  military  force  here,  and  are  entirely  without  any 
to<*uaft  of  defence;  its  possession  by  you  .must  be  without  the  consent  and 
V^iust  the  wish  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants. 

Further  to  say,  that  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge  has  not  in  pot«se8eioii  any 
I'fyperty  whatever,  except  such  as  acquired  by  the  municipal  law  incorporating 
it.  Olid  exercises  no  authority  over  any  public  property  whatever. 

liaving  no  control  over  the  arsenal,  except  for  purposes  of  preserving  the 
boildingfi  since  its  evacuation,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  this  city  woidd  be 


522       BEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

called  on  to  snmrender  it,  or  exercise  any  act  other  than  such  a?  may  h** «.  & 

servative,  and  not  offensive  to  the  sensibilities  of  the  people  bj  hoisting  the  liij 

of  the  United  States,  as  required  by  you. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

B.  F.  BRYAN,  May^-r. 

Jas.  8.  Palmer, 

Commander  U.  S.  Steamer  Iroquois,  at  anchor  off  Baton  Rouge. 


No.  3. 

United  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

At  anchor  off  Baton  Rouge,  May  9,  1S«3*2, 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  reply  to  my  note  of  y*^:  : 
day's  date. 

I  now  iuform  you  that  I  have  taken  possession  of  the  arsenal  and  hoi-i  : 
over  it  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

War  is  a  sad  calamity,  and  often  inflicts  severer  wounds  than  those  upon  th 
sensibilities.     I  therefore  trust  I  may  be  spared  from  resorting  to  any  of  ii ' 
dire  extremities;  but  I  warn  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  that  this  flag  must  rennun  uditi  • 
lested,  though  I  have  no  force  on  shore  to  protect  it.     The  rash  act  of  :'"ii' 
individual  may  cause  your  city  to  pay  ^  bitter  penalty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\^ant, 

JAMES  S.  PALMER,  Commanda 
His  Honor  B.  F.  Bryan, 

Mayor  of  Baton  Rouge. 


No.  4. 

Mayor's  Ofuce, 
City  of  Baton  Rouge,  May  9,  lS6i. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  this  date  is  received,  and  I  agree  with  you  that  war  is  a 
ead  calamity,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  its  horrors  will  not  be  visited  bv  xh 
intelligent  and  Christian  commander  of  a  hostile  fleet  upon  the  innocent  pt**^]'' 
and  unoffending  citizens  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  town. 

In  my  former  note  I  disclaimed  any  jurisdiction  over  the  grounds  upon  '^hkh 
the  arsenal  is  situated,  and  to  preserve  order  within  the  limits  of  this  city  Iki>* 
always  been  and  will  continue  to  be  my  duty. 

What  depredations  may  be  committed  without  the  limits  of  Baton  Rouge  tbt 
authorities  of  this  city  cannot,  in  fairness,  be  held  responsible,  and  I  cannot  om- 
ceive  why  you  should  make  such  requirements  of  the  inhabitants. 

'A  moment's  reflection  must  convince  you  that  you  have  not  in  consci^^iHY, 
moral,  or  by  any  rule  of  international  or  statutory  law,  any  such  right.  Bui 
should  you  adhere  and  hold  this  city  responsible  for  the  acts  of  men  over  vh>'in 
I  have  no  jurisdiction,  I  ask  that  before  letting  loose  your  dogs  of  war  yoi 
give  the  women  and  children  and  peaceable  citizens  an  opportunity  of  avoiding 
the  sad  calamity.  If  thA'e  has  been  to-day  any  manifestation  to  intermpt  vitu: 
proceedings  at  the  barracks,  you  may  be  assured  that  none  of  the  citixcn^  "f 
this  city  were  engaged,  and  neither  will  they  be. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

B.  P.  BRYAN,  May<^ 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Comfnander  United  States  Steamer  Iroquois,  of  Baton  Rouge. 
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No.  5. 

Umted  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  afichor  of  Baton  Rouge,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  before  your  citj  Captain  Palmer  laid  before  me  his  cor- 
>'-j>oudence  with  your  honor  for  the  surrender  of  the  city,  and  has  thus  far 
cted  in  accordance  with  my  views. 

I  have  no  wish  to  interfere  with  your  municipal  authority,  but  desire  that  you 
rill  continue  to  exercise  your  functions  as  mayor,  and  maintain  order  in  the 
itjr,  and  as  the  sole  representative  of  any  supposed  authority,  you  will  suppress 
very  ensi^  and  symbol  of  government,  whether  State  or  confederate,  except 
Iiat  of  the  United  States,  whose  flag  has  already  been  hoisted,  by  order  of 
Captain  Palmer,  on  the  arsenal,  and  which  I  expect  will  be  respected  by  your- 
self and  others,  so  far  as  not  to  permit  it  to  be  disturbed. 

I  understand  that  you  have  a  foreign  corps  employed  as  a  police  guard  for 
.h#-  maintenance  of  good  order.  They  will  be  respected  as  such  and  not  inter- 
lfr»*d  with,  unless  General  Butler  should  deem  it  necessary  to  take  charge  of  the 
^ifiy,  in  which  case  he  or  his  commandant  will  issue  his  own  instructions. 

Permit  me,  herewith,  to  forward  you  a  few  of  his  proclamations. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hi^  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Baton  Rouge. 


No.  6. 

Umted  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off'  Baton  Rouge,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  find  upon  examination  a  quantity  of  coal  at  the  foundery  recently 
employed  by  the  confederate  government  casting  shot,  &c.     This  coal  I  shall 
require  for  the  use  of  my  vessels,  and  I  shall  therefore  take  it ;  but  as  a  general 
thing  I  dcaire  to  trade  with  the  peopfe,  and  pay  for  whatever  I  require. 
I  am»  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hid  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Baton  Rouge. 


No.  7. 

Mayor's  Office,  Baton  Rouge,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  mom- 
iug't*  dale,  and  in  reply  have  to  say  that  it  is  my  desire  and  earnest  detcrmina- 
iiou  to  maintain  order  and  quiet  in  this  city,  and  to  that  end  shall  employ  all 
the  force  at  my  command.  I  think  I  can  safely  assure  you  that,  so  far  as  the 
citizens  of  this  place  are  concerned,  no  interference  upon  their  part  will  be  made 
with  the  flag  wnich  you  have  caused  to  be  hoisted  at  the  arsenal,  and,  in  order 
that  it  may  not  be  molested,  I  have  issued  my  proclamation  enjoining  all  citi- 
zens not  to  interrupt  or  interfere  with  it- 

The  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  William  Markham,  of  the  firm  of  Hill  &  Markham, 
Arc  the  owners  of  the  coal  which  you  inform  me  you  require  for  the  use  of  your 
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vesBels.   At  my  instance,  Mr.  Markham  predenU  bimflelf  in  person  to  make  i '-  •  1 
arrangements  for  disposing  of  it  as  may  meet  with  your  expressed  wish. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BRYAN,  May<fr, 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford. 


Correspondence  Jbr  the  surrender  of  Natchez  and  Vtcksburg. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Near  Natchez,  Mississippi,  May  27,  186:>. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  depan 
ment,  the   correspondence  which  has  passed  betwen  Commander  Jamt!2N    > 
Palmer,  commanding  United  States  gunboat  Iroquois,  and  the  autlioritie^ 
Natchez ;  also  the  correspondence  between  Commander  S.  P.  Lee,  commandiru 
United  States  gunboat  Oneida,  and  the  authorities  of  Vicksburg,  in  relation  i 
the  surrender  of  those  cities  to  the  naval  forces  under  my  command. 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT. 
Flag' Officer  Western  Guff  Blockading  Squadroh. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


•  United  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

At  anchor  off  Natchez,  May  13.  1S6J. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  left  Baton  Roup" .: 
ibur  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  until  I  ovcrtf  .-i 
the  Oneida  and  the  gunboats,  some  forty  miles  below  this,  who  accompanif  d  d 
into  my  present  position  off  this  city,  which  I  reached  at  two  on  the  aftent  >  "j 
of  yesterday.     I  addressed  to  the  mayor  the  accompanying  letter,  (marked  I 
which  they  refused  to  receive  at  the  landing,  and  the  tone  seemed  to  be  thai   ' 
resolute  non-intercourse.     This  conduct  being  rather  more  dignified  than  wi.-t 
I  instantly  seized  the  ferry-boat,  then  on  this  side,  occupied  in  filling  b<TM"' 
with  coal,  which  1  intended  to  secure  also,  and  placing  on  board  of  her  a  f«>.o 
from  this  squadron  of  seiimen  and  marines,  and  a  couple  of  howitzers,  under  il- 
command  of  Lieutenant  Harmany,  of  this  ship,  sent  her  across  to  the  lantlii;: 
with  orders  that  if  there  were  not  there  some  of  the  authorities  to  receivo  iLi> 
communication,  he  was  to  land  his  force,  uiai'ch  up  to  the  town,  which  was  al">Ji' 
half  a  mile  distant,  with  colors  flying,  and  there  cause  the  mayor  to  receive  a.  '- 
read  my  letter.     But  when  the  party  had  reached  tlie  landing  they  found  i^" 
members  of  the  common  council  sent,  with  an  apology  from  the  maynr.  t.' 
*  receive  my  communication.     They  begged  that  the  force  should  not  be  land'^i 
as  they  intended  to  make  no  resistiinci*,  and  seemed  disjiost^  to  acquic:«c.  :/ 
anything  I  demanded. 

The  party  then  returned,  and  the  following  morning  I  roccived  the  enclcy 
reply,  (numbered  2,)  together  with  the  proclamation,  which  I  also  enclose. 

The  city  being  now  virtually  surrendered,  and  by  the  proelamatiou  of  tl 
mayor  so  announced  to  its  inhabitants,  1  concluded  to  send  an  officer  on  sImt^. 
to  which  pui'pose  I  sent  the  note  marked  No.  3. 

In  an   Lour  or  two,  being  notified,  by  signal,  that  the  cnmnuttor,  witJi  i' 
escort,  was  in  waiting  to  receive  my  officer.  I  despatched  Li'nitrna'it  McXair    ' 
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hi=«  thip,  to  ascertain  from  the  mayor  whotlior  there  were  any  public  buildings 
roiii  wlijcli  the  rebel  flag  had  hitherto  been  displayed;  if  so,  it  was  my  inten- 
M*«i  to  hoist  there  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  which  I  should  require  to  be 
;uarded  and  respected  by  the  authorities;  also  to  say  that  I  was  as  anxious  as 
u»  wufi  to  preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  town;  that  we  were  not  here  to 
n.ike  war  upon  ita  peaceable  inhabitants,  and  that  I  should  land  no  force  unless 
.  considered  it  absolutely  necessary.  This  oflScer  was  received  most  courteously 
iiid  even  kindly  by  the  authorities.  The  mayor  assured  him  that  the  flag  had 
i»*v«r  been  officially  displayed  in  Natchez ;  that  their  government  had  no  build- 
ng«  or  property  in  the  town ;  but  that  if  I  chose  to  hoist  the  flag  of  the  United 
>tate«,  the  authorities  would  do  their  best  to  protect  it,  but  hoped  they  would 
>e  spared  the  responsibility  for  the  possible  act  of  an  excited  populace.  As 
Jii?  city,  like  Baton  Rouge,  had  never  occupied  a  military  position,  but  was 
dimply  a  trading  town,  and  as  the  mayor  and  authorities  had  behaved  in  so  sen- 
rible  and  gentlemanlike  a  manner,  I  concluded  to  leave  the  question  of  hoisting 
the  flag  open  until  your  arrival,  and  so  informed  them. 

The  policy  of  my  forbearance  I  submit  to  your  better  judgment. 
I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PALMER,  Commander. 

Flag-Officcr  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Ghtlf  Squadron. 


No.  1. 

United  States  Steamer  Iroqc^is, 
Ac  anchor  of  Natckezj  Mississippi,  May  12,  1862. 

8iR:  In  advance  of  the  squadron  now  coming  up  the  Mississippi,  I  am 
iuAtructed  by  the  flag-oflicer  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Natchez  to 
the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

The  ffame  terms  will  be  accorded  as  were  granted  'to  New  Orleans  and  Baton 
Ilougc.  The  rights  and  property  of  all  peaceable  citizens  will  be  respected; 
but  all  property  in  this  city  belonging  to  the  so-called  confederate  States  must 
b(*  delivered  up,  and  the  flag  of  the  United  States  must  wave  unmolested  and 
niapccled  over  your  town. 

Very  re»pectfully,  your  obedient  scrs'ant, 

JAS  S.  PALMER,  Commander, 

Uis  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Natchez. 


No.  2. 

Mayor's  Office. 
Natchez,  Miss,,  May  13,  1862. 

HiR:  Your  communication  of  12th  instant  has  been  received  by  me  and  laid 
Ik  forff  the  board  of  selectmen  of  this  city,  and  I  am  directed  to  return  the  fol- 
lowing reply : 

Coming  as  a  conqueror,  you  need  not  the  intei-position  of  the  city  authorities 
to  podscBs  this  place-  An  unfortified  city,  an  entirely  defenceless  people,  have 
no  alternative  but  to  yield  to  an  irresistible  force,  or  uselessly  to  imperil  iuno- 
crnt  blood.  Formalities  are  absurd  in  the  face  of  such  reality.  So  far  as  the 
city  authorities  can  prevent,  there  will  be  no  opposition  to  your  possession  of 
chc  city;  they  cannot,  however,  guarantee  that  your  flag  shall  wave  unmolested 
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in  the  sight  of  an  excited  people ;  but  such  authority  as  they  posse^i?  will  V- 
exercised  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  in  the  city.  A*  to  property  !«• 
longing  to  the  confederate  States,  they  are  not  aware  of  any  such  vitbin  :L 
limits  of  the  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HUNTER,  Mayor, 
James  S.  Palmer, 

dmCr  U,  S,  Steamer  Iroquois,  at  anchor  off  Katchezt  A/w. 


PRt»CLAMATION. 


The  city  being  in  the  possession  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States^  i:  ', 
earnestly  requested  that  the  citizens  will  preserve  good  order  and  commit  l 
acts  that  might  provoke  the  injury  of  a  defenceless  people,  and  it  is  hen^'' 
enjoined  upon  them  that  they  abstain  from  any  such  acts. 

JOHN  HUNTER,  Matfor. 

Mayor's  Office,  Natchez,  Miss,,  May  13,  1862. 


No.  3. 

United  States  Steamer  Iroulois, 

Off  Natchez,  May  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  shall  send  an  officer  on  shore  to  communicate  with  you.  I  reque-^ 
that  a  committee  may  be  at  the  landing  to  receive  him,  at  your  earliest  C'V 
venience. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PALMER, 
Commander  United  Statu  Nary. 
Hie  Honor  John  Hunter, 

Mayor  of  Natchez. 


I  United  States  Steamer  Oneiba, 

Near  Vi^kshurg,  May  18,  1862, 

To  the  Authorities  of  Vickshurg: 

The  undersigned,  with  orders  from  Flag-Officer  Farragut  and  Major  General 
Butler,  respectively,  demand  the  surrender  of  Vickshurg  and  its  defences  to  thr 
lawful  authority  of  the  United  States,  under  which  private  property  and  per- 
sonal rights  will  be  respected. 
Respectfully  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Commanding  Advanced  Naval  Ditisiom. 
(Also  signed  by  General  Williams.) 


Headquarters,  Vickshurg,  May  18,  18G2. 

Sir:  As  your  communication  of  this  date  is  addressed  to  the  **aathontir^ 
of  Vickshurg,"  and  that  you  may  have  a  Jull  reply  to  the  said  commanicatioQ, 
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hsAve  to  state  that  MiBsisBippiaiis  don't  know  and  refiise  to  learn  how  to  sur- 
nder  to  an  enemy.  If  Commodore  Farragut  or  Brigadier  General  Butler  can 
\oli  them,  let  them  come  and  try. 

A?  to  the  defences  of  Vicksburg,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  Brigadier  General 
xiith,  commanding  forces  at  and  near  Yicksburg,  whose  reply  is  herewith 
closed. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  L.  ANTRY, 
Military  Governor  and  Colonel  Commanding  Post. 
y^.  Phillips  Lee, 

Commanding  Advanced  Naval  I}ivision, 

United  States  Steamer  Oneida. 


Headquarters  Defences  of  Vicksburg, 

May  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  this  date,  addressed  to  the  "authorities  of  Vicks- 
nrg."  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  city  and  its  defences,  has  been  received. 

Regarding  the  surrender  of  the  defences,  I  have  to  reply  that,  having  been 
rden-d  here  to  hold  these  defences,  it  is  my  intention  to  do  so  as  long  as  in  my 

l>WiT. 

RespectftiUy, 

M.  L.  SMITH, 
Brigadier  General  Com?nanding. 
8,  Phillips  Lee,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Advanced  Naval  Division. 


Mayor's  Office, 
Vickslntrg,  Mi^sissippiy  May  18,  1862. 

Your  communication  of  this  date,  addressed  "to  the  authorities  of  Vicksburg,'* 
w  been  delivered  to  me. 

In  reply,  I  will  state  to  you  that,  as  far  as  the  municipal  authorities  are  con- 
erned,  we  have  erected  no  defences,  and  none  are  within  the  corporative  limits 
I  the  city.  But,  sir,  in  Airther  reply,  I  will  state  that  neither  the  municipal 
mtkorities  nor  the  citizens  will  ever  consent  to  the  surrender  of  the  city. 

RespectMly,  yours, 

L.  LINDSAY,  Mayor  oft/ie  City. 
8.  Phillips  Lbe,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Advanced  Naval  Division. 


United  States  Steamer  Oneida, 
Below  Vicksburg y  Mississippi^  May  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  give  you  notice  to  remove  the  women  and  chil- 
irrn  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns  within  twenty-four  hours,  as  it  will  be 
impossible  to  attack  the  defences  without  injuring  or  destroying  the  town,  a 
proceeding  which  all  the  authorities  of  Vicksburg  seem  determined  to  require. 
I  bad  hoped  that  the  same  spirit  which  induced  the  military  authorities  to  retire 
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from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  rather  than  wantonly  sacrifice  the  liven  and  pr>f 
-erty  of  its  inhahitantn,  would  have  been  followed  here. 

Respectfiilly,  vours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE. 
U,  S.  N,,  Commanding  Advanced  Naval  £hr*i^non. 
L.  Lindsay,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Vicksburg. 


Mayor's  Officb, 
Vickshurgt  MisstMppi,  May  21,  1^02. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  this  date  was  handed  to  me  at  a  late  hour  x:i 
evening,  too  late  to  give  public  notice  to  the  women  and  children.  In  eor.v 
quence  thereof,  I  shall  date  your  twenty-four  hours'  time  from  to-morrow  mo- 
ing,  the  22d  instant,  at  eight  o'clock  a.  m. 

Respectfully, 

L.  LINDSAY.  Mayor 
8.  Phillips  Lbb,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Advanced  Division^  U*  S.  Steamer  Oneida. 


Unitbd  States  Steamer  Onkida. 

Below  VicUhurg,  May  22,  IS^i? 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yciur  communication  of  ye^t*  r<i  :■ 
<;vening»  and,  in  reply,  have  to  state  that  my  communication  of  yo^ tenia v  i 
relation  to  the  removal  of  the  women  and  children  was  for  the  purpose  of  pla« .  ] 
it  at  my  option  to  fire  or  not,  as  I  might  think  proper,  at  the  earliest  mom  :i 
upon  the  defences  of  the  town,  without  producing  a  loss  of  innocent  life,  am'  '.| 
that  determination  I  shall  adhere. 

Respectfully,  yoiurs, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE. 
Commanding  Adt^nced  Naval  DirUu^n 
L.  Lindsay,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Vicksburg. 


Encounter  hettccen  gunboats  and  rebel  artillery  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  G%iJ 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Bat4m  Rouge,  June  12,  ISfVJ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  Commander  Palmer's  report  of  ii 
encounter  between  our  gunboats  and  the  rebel  artillery  in  the  vicinity  of  (rr: .  I 
Gulf;  also,  the  report  of  the  death  of  the  acting  assistant  paymastcT  of  u^ 
Katahdin,  survey  of  Assistant  Surgeon  McSherry,  of  the  Sciota.  and  ari^::! 
against  Master's  Mate  S.  J .  Hazazer.  also  of  that  vessel,  whom  I  shall  ^«  1 1 
north. 

Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAKRAGL^r. 
Flag' Officer  Western  G^f^Squa4rfm. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Washingtim^  D.  C. 
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United  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

Off  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  June  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  Disappointed  in  not  hearing  from  you>  I  feared  the  rebels  mig)it  be 
*ct>ixj^  batteries  upon  the  blnfis  down  the  river,  and  thus  prevent  any  trans- 
it  coming  np  from  New  Orleans;  and  being  also  anxious  about  the  coal 
f<5<d^y  which  I  supposed  to  be  at  anchor  above  Natchez,  I  despatched  a  gun- 
Lit  as  far  down  as  that  town  for  information. 

To  my  surprise,  I  learned  upon  her  return  that  you  had  taken  down  the  coal 
H*els  with  you,  and,  in  passing  Grand  Gulf,  her  captain  thought  he  discovered 
rth Works  in  the  process  of  erection. 

I  accordingly  sent  down  the  Wissahickon  and  Itasca,  under  command  of 
imniaodcr  DcCamp,  who  found  a  battery  of  rifled  guns  actually  there  erected, 
*l  Ji  force  of  some  500  artillerists  ready  to  receive  them.  Tbey  were  pretty 
i^^hh'  handled,  as  the  commander  of  the  Itasca  will  inform  you,  having  been 
iIImI,  the  one  twenty-five  times,  the  other  seventeen.  They,  however,  only 
^t  Miie  man  killed  and  six  wounded. 

Thit<  being  rather  too  serious  an  obstacle  to  have  in  our  rear,  I  decided  upon 
mjring  the  rest  of  the  squadron  down  and  breaking  up  this  business  before  it 
•t  i<K)  formidable ;  but  1  fear  we  cannot  injure  the  batteries  on  the  hill,  and  we 
lv«*  no  remedy  against  their  plunging  shot.  I  feared  to  leave  a  few  gunboats 
ijy  at  Vicksburg,  as  an  iron -clad  armed  ram  was  reported  ready  at  Yazoo 
v«*r.  and  there  was  no  knowing  when  some  of  the  rebel  gunboats  would  come 
i»Ti  from  above,  Fort  Pillow,  we  learned,  having  been  partly  evacuated,  and 
mt*  heavy  guns  and  a  quantity  of  ammunition  had  arrived  at  Vicksburg ; 
''*idt;t*,  the  gunboats  are  all  of  them  in  a  most  crippled  condition.  The  sick 
■:  baa  vastly  increased.  The  Katahdin  has  lost  her  paymaster,  whose  remains 
?•  nd  down  by  the  Itasca.  The  surgeon  of  the  Sciota  Lading  been  condemned 
^  a  medical  survey,  goes  down  also.  The  men  of  the  Colorado  I  send  down, 
•  iL*ir  tini^  has  expired,  and  all  of  them  are  more  or  less  afflicted  with  scurvy, 
vt* rjil  of  them  serious  cases.  As  they  were  anxious  to  go,  I  did  not  think  it 
^'lit  to  detain  them. 

We  AT^  all  short  ef  coal  and  provisions,  and  have  but  a  few  days*  oil  for  the 
ij^nes  among  us.  Unless  supplies  come  up,  we  cannot  stay  here  a  week 
mgvr. 

I  sfMid  the  Katahdin  down  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  in  company 
iih  the  Itasca,  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  any  batteries  on  the  bluffs  be- 
*i\t  iw  and  that  point.  If  there  should  be,  you  will  have  the  information  by 
f«'  Itaisca,  provided  she  can  get  by  in  safety. 

This  afternoon  I  shall  drop  down  and  attack  the  batteries. 

» 

I*.  8. — Evening. — This  afternoon  I  dropped  down  abreast  the  town  with  the 
[[ttadron,  excepting  the  Itasca,  on  board  oi  which  I  had  already  sent  the  sick 
od  wounded. 
We  shelled  the  town  for  an  hour,  but  they  deserted  their  batteries,  and,  with 
U*  exception  of  a  few  rifle  shots,  manifested  no  resistance.  The  heights,  how- 
vi'r,  are  filled  with  riflemen,  and  if  they  give  us  any  more  annoyance  I  shall 
urn  the  town. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  PALMER, 
Commanding  Advance  Dtvisian. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraqut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 

a 34 
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Correspondence  between  Fin g- Officer  Farragvt  and  the  rebel  CrtneraJ  I^^r- 
with  reference  to  an  attack'  on  Rodney ^  Mississippi ^  in  June,  1S62. 

United  States  Flau-Ship  Hartford, 

Baton  Rouge,  June  17,  ISO:^. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  my  conrej^pondence  with  the  rebel  Gentr« 
Lovell,  and  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nichols  to  the  aathoritit-  «• 
Eodney; 

Very  respectfulh^,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squ€ulro  . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1, 

Jackson,  Mississippi,  June  12,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  the  mavH.  < 
Rodney,  notifying  him,  in  substance,  that  if  the  vessels  of  the  United  St  i'  ^ 
navy  are  fired  upon  by  our  troops  from  or  near  the  town,  vengeance  will  I  • 
taken  upon  the  women  and  children,  or,  as  the  writer  is  pleased  to  term  * 
"punishment  for  the  oifence  will  be  visited  upon  the  town,"  and  this,  too,  "whp 
declaring  that  **  we  are  not  here  to  war  upon  unarmed  or  peaceable  person*. 

Where  two  nations  are  at  war,  it  has  been  customary  among  civilized  p**««j.! 
"  to  punish  the  offence"  of  an  attack  by  the  armed  forces  of  one  upon  tho?^- 1-? 
the  other  by  a  combat  with  the  attacking  party.     If  such  attack  be  made  &>ri 
a  town,  the  assaulting  party  is  not  entitled  to,  and,  bo  far  as  our  troops  are  i   - 
cemed,  does  not  claim,  any  immunity  by  reason  of  the  presence  of  women  r. 
children.      What  we  do  claim,  however,  and  insist  upon,  is,  that  when  v-.f 
vessels  or  transports  are  fired  into  by  our  troops,  they  shall  not  hapten  t-*  i! 
nearest  collection  of  unarmed  and  peaceable  women  and  children,  and  wp  s 
their  vengeance  upon  them,  as  was  done  lately  at  Grand  Gulf  by  Unit«»d  i?t.i'  ■ 
vessels,  in  retaliation  for  an  attack  with  which  the  town  had  nothing  njor^  to  i 
than  had  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 

My  batteries  are  located  at  such  points  upon  the  river  as  are  deemed  bf 
suited  for  the  desired  purposes,  and  without  reference  to,  or  connexion  will 
the  people  of  the  town.  Should  the  site  happen  to  Ml  within  a  villagis  \  •  : 
of  course,  are  at  liberty  to  return  the  fire.  Should  it  be  in  the  vicinity  of  o:r 
however,  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare  do  not  justify  its  destruction,  unl  ^ 
demanded  by  the  necessities  of  attack  or  defenpe. 

I  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  the  barbarous  and  cowardly  \iA\') 
indicated  in  the  enclosed  letter  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  any  officu' 
rank  or  standing  in  the  United  States  navy.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  projr: 
to  transmit  it  to  you  under  a  flag  of  truce,  with  the  confident  expectation  ti; 
you  will  direct  those  under  your  command  to  confine  their  offensive  operii  ■ 
as  far  as  possible  to  our  troops,  and  forbid  fhe  wanton  destruction  of  defenrt  1  •* 
towns,  filled  with  unoffending  non-combatants,  unless  required  by  imp<'ri<»::* 
military  necessity. 

The  practice* of  slaying  women  and  childi-cn,  as  an  act  of  rt^talifltion.  hi- 
happily,  fallen  into  disuse  in  this  country  with  the  disappearance  of  tli«'  Iiniij 
triW,  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  revived  by  the  officers  of  tlie  United  J?ratc 
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,  but  that  the  demolition  and  pillage  of  the  unoffending  little  village  of 
111  Gulf  may  be  permitted  to  Btand  alone  and  without  parallel  upon  record. 
I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LOVELL, 
Major  General^  Commanding. 

3MMANDINO  OpPICBR,  UMTEO  StATES  NaVY, 

MisMnppi  River,  near  Baton- Rouge, 

[Indoreement.] 

Headquarters, 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  June  14,  1862. 

hi*  paper  id  respectfully  referred  to  the  flag-officer,  and  the  officer  bearing 
directed  to  wait  till  to-morrow  morning,  outside  our  pickets,  for  an  answer 
o  answer.     I  think  the  paper  frivolous,  a,nd  designed  to  mask  an  investiga- 
into  oiir  plans,  and  an  observance  of  our  force. 
Itespectfully, 

T.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers, 


United  States  Steamer  Winona, 

Cff  Rodney,  June  5,  1862. 
the  authorities  of  the  toum  of  Rodney : 

'on  are  doubtleBs  aware  that  the  town  of  Graud  Grulf  was  fired  upon  a  short 
e  ^ince  by  some  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  government,  as  a  pun- 
nent  for  permitting  a  battery  to  fire  upon  some  of  our  transport  steamers 
il<*  paftsing  down.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that,  should  any  bat- 
r  or  artillery  fire  upon  any  of  our  vessels  while  passing  up  or  down,  from 
V  ar  the  town  of  Rodney,  the  punishment  for  the  offence  will  be  visited  on 
town.  We  are  not  here  to  war  upon  unarmed  or  peaceable  persons,  and  we 
aid  deprecate  any  event  compelling  us  to  fire  upon  the  property  of  inoffen- 
^  people. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Lieutenant  Chmmanding,  and  Senipr  Officer  Present, 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Baton  Rouge,  June  17,  1862. 

Kir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  12th 
tiut.  together  with  its  enclosure,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  say  that  ven- 
U)cc  will  be  visited  upon  the  women  and  children  of  Rodney,  if  our  vessels 
:*  fired  npon  from  the  town.  Although  I  find  no  such  language  contained  in 
'  letter  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nichols,  or  even  any  from  which  such  in- 
xnix  might  be  drawn,  still  I  shall  meet  your  general  i^mark  on  your  own 
mi.«.  You  say  you  locate  your  batteries  ''at  such  points  on  the  river  as  are 
*-nu.*d  best  suited,"  &c.,  wituout  reference  to  the  people  of  the  town,  and  claim 
'  inAnunity  for  your  troops.  Now,  therefore,  the  violation  is  with  you.  You 
(yfv^  your  own  time  and  place  for  the  attack  upon  our  defenceless  people,  and 
ould,  therefore,  see  that  the  innocent  and  defenceless  of  your  own  people  are 
It  of  the  way  before  you  make  the  attack ;  for,  rest  assured,  that  the  fire  will 
rptumed,  and  we  will  not  hold  ourselves  answerable  for  the  death  of  the  in- 
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nocent.  If  we  have  ever  fired  upon  your  "  women  and  children,"  it  waa  ^m 
here  at  Baton  Rouge,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  kill  one  of  our  «iSc«-t 
landing  in  a  small  boat,  manned  with  four  boys.  Thej  were,  when  in  ihf^ 
of  landing,  moetly  wounded  by  the  fire  of  some  thirty  or  forty  horsemen,  » 
chivalrously  galloped  out  of  the  town,  leaving  the  women  and  children  t*^  t^ 
the  brunt  of  our  vengeance.  At*  Grand  Gulf,  also,  our  traneportB  were  ^* 
upon  in  passing,  which  caused  the  place  to  be  shelled,  with  what  effect  I  kr* 
not;  but  I  do  know,  that  the  fate  of  a  town  is  at  all  times  in  the  hands  ot  u 
military  commandant,  who  may,  at  pleasure,  draw  the  enemy's  fire  upon  it,  as 
the  community  is  made  to  suffer  for  the  act  of  its  military. 

The  only  instance  I  have  known  where  the  language  of  your  letter  oi 
possibly  apply,  took  place  at  New  Orieans  on  the  day  we  passed  up  in  frnni 
the  city,  while  it  was  still  in  your  possespion,  by  your  soldiers  firing  rui  :* 
crowd.  I  trudt,  however,  that  the  time  is  past  when  women  and  childre:i  * 
be  subjected  by  their  military  men  to  the  horrors  of  war ;  it  is  enough  for  ti  ■ 
to  be  subjected  to  the  incidental  inconveniences,  privations,  and  snfiTerinp. 

If  any  such  things  have  occurred  as  the  slaying  of  women  and  chilaren.  ■ 
innocent  people,  I  feel  well  assured  that  it  was  caused  by  the  act  of  your  m  ■' 
tary,  and  much  against  the  will  of  our  officers ;  for,  as  laeutenant  Commaniii 
Nichols  informs  the  mayor,  we  war  not  against  defenceless  persons*  but  au:^" 
those  in  open  rebellion  against  our  country,  and  desire  to  limit  onr  punislmv  \ 
to  them,  though  it  may  not  always  be  in  our  power  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Syuadrc^ 

Major  General  Mansfield  Loyell, 

Commanding  Confederate  Troops,  Jacksont  Mississippi, 


'J 


Flag' Officer  Farragut  reports  the  necessity  of  12,000  to  15,000  army  for  f* 

cooperate  in  the  taking  of  Vickshurg. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
,  Above  Vicksburg^  June  2S,  1S€C 

Sir:  I  passed  up  the  river  this  morning,  but  to  no  purpose;  the  enemy  Iht 
their  guns  for  the  moment,  but  return  to  them  as  soon  as  we  have  passe<i.  .•' 
rake  us.  Our  loss,  as  far  as  ascertained,  is  not  very  great.  Commander  ?<•::' 
shelled  them  two  days  to  get  his  ranges,  and  all  his  vessels  entered  ?ut  •  li 
attack  with  great  spirit,  and  did  excellent  service.  The  fire  of  the  ship>  ^  - 
tremendous.  The  Brooklyn,  Kennebec,  and  Kat^din  did  not  get  pa^t  :j 
batteries.     I  do  not  know  why. 

I  am  satisfied  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  take  Vicksburg  without  an  unn 
force  of  12,000  or  15,000  men.  General  Van  Dorn's  division  is  here,  and  !•> 
safely  behind  the  hills.  The  water  is  too  low  for  me  to  go  over  twelve  < 
fifteen  miles  above  Vicksbui^. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Commanding  Western  Gitif  Sqwid/im 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  X>.  C. 
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^a^ement  with  rebel  batteries  at  Grand  Grulf,  June  9,  1862,  and  destruction 

of  telegraph  wires  at  Bayou  Sara. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mississippi  River,  June  24, 1862. 

>IR  :    I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  Commander  DeCamp's  report  of 
engagement  with  the  rehel  hatteries  at  Grand  Gulf,  on  the  morning  of  June 
al:*o   Captain    T.  T.  Craven's    report  of   hia    passage  up  the    river  and 
tniction  of  the  telegraph  wires  at  Bayou  Sara. 
Very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Commanding^  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 
[Ion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


Ui^iTBD  States  Steamer  Wissahickon', 

Of  Grand  Gulf,  Mississippi,  June  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  This  morning,  at  about  4  o'clock,  the  batteries  on  shore  opened  on  this 
sscl  and  the  Itasca  with  rifled  and  other  cannon.  We  slipped  our  chains  as 
»n  aj»  possible  and  commenced  firing  with  five-second  fuzes ;  and,  after  an 
lion  which  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit  for  two  hours,  the  batteries  were 
f:occd,  and  we  are  now  just  out ^  of  their  range,  repairing  damages,  .filling 
r'lU,  &C.,  &c.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  in  this  engagement  the  Itasca 
a  one  man  killed  and  three  wounded,  and  this  vessel  has  two  men  wounded. 
IV  Itasca  has  about  twenty-five  shot  in  her  sides,  and  the  Wissahickon  was 
illod  seventeen  times.  Our  11-inch  gun-carriage  was  badly  injured  early  in 
'r  action,  while  the  Parrott  rifle  on  the  forecastle  is  a  worthless  concern.  Oar 
irboard  howitzer  is  disabled ;  but  this  latter  gun  was  our  only  dependence 
itil  wc  could  repair  the  carriage  of  the  large  gun.  Our  starboard  boat  is 
la^hc^,  which  leaves  us  but  one  for  use;  if  you  could  send  me  one,  I  should 
^  obliged  to  you.  I  shall  continue  my  fire  upon  the  place,  as  the  enemy  show 
emselves ;  and  beg  to  refer  you  to  Captain  Caldwell  for  further  particulars. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DeCAMP,  Commander. 
Commander  Jambs  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Advance  Division,  U.  S,  Naval  Forces, 


United  States  STfeAM-SLoop  Brooklyn, 

Of  Vicksburg,  June  22,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  13th  instant,  I  left  Baton  Rouge",  on 
ly  way  up  the  river,  at  1  p.  m.  of  that  day.  On  the  14th,  at  9  p.  m.,  I  sent 
li<*  marine  guard  and  a  party'  of  seamen,  in  all  about  one  hundred  men,  under 
Jiar^je  of  Lieutenant  Lowry,  on  shore  at  Bayou  Sara,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
tPoying  the  telegraphic  apparatus  and  cutting  the  wires,  and  with  orders  to 
ftfonn  the  authorities  of  that  town  that  we  were  on  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
nforcing  th^  laws  of  our  common  country  and  protecting  its  loyal  citizens;  and 
i  the  same  time  to  warn  them  that  if  any  hostile  demonstrations  were  made 
ipon  our  vessels  or  transports  as  they  passed  in  front  of  their  town,  by  the 
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thieves  and  murderers  yclept  guerillas,  the  town  would  be  held  respoDsibl^  i 
iti  and  at  least  be  laid  under  contribution,  if  not  dealt  with  more  severeW. 

At  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Lowry  returned  with  his  party  to  t 

ship,  having  thoroughly  accompliehcd  his  work,  excepting  secuHzig  the  v 

graphic  apparatus,  which  had  been  removed  but  a  few  minutes  before  be  Li::"l 

.  About  a  half  mile  of  the  wiix*  was  cut  and  brought  on  board,  and  the  \  rr 

and  batteries  d<*stroyed. 

The  people  ashore  appeared  to  be  peaceably  disposed,  were  quite  civil,  a 
made  no  disrespectful  demonstrations.  The  mayor  or  chief  magistrate  intoin 
Lieutenant  Lowry  that  but  two  or  three  days  previous  to  our  arrival  the  i..^ 
had  been  visited  by  a  band  of  guerillas;  that  they  had  committed  m«iny  ^ 
rages  against  law  and  order;  and  that  he  had  arrested  a  lieutenant  who  r**; 
manded  the  party,  but  he  was  rescued  by  his  men  and  home  off  to  the  "»  •  ■! 
He  represented  thene  guerillas  as  a  lawless  set,  whom  the  inhabitants  oi  : 
country  and  small  towns  "had  a  greater  dread  of  than  they  had  of  the  viri:- 
our  navy,  or  even  of  our  army,"  and  hoped  we  would  not  hold  himrespt'ti-.l 
for  the  acts  of  these  cutthroat  bands. 

Before  leaving  the  shore,  Lieutenant  Lowry,  with  the  flag  of  our  Uni-T 
the  head  of  his  party,  marched  to  the  tunes  of  Yankee  Doodle  and  **  IHi*- 
through  some  of  the  principal  streets. 

We  passed  Natchez  at  about  10.30  a.  m.  of  the   16th'     On  the  m»-*r,: 
of  the  17th  the  Richmond  joined  ns,  and  at  about  9.30  a.  m.  we  pas^  Iv- 
ney.     We  arrived  at  our  present  anchorage  on  the  18th,  at  11.30  a.  m. 

Nowhere  on  our  route  were  we  molested,  and  I  saw  no  change  in  the  d.^j'- 
of  things  since  our  last  trip,  except  at  Grana  Gulf.    The  town  tliere  w«- 
ruins,  having  been  first  riddled  by  shot  and  then  destroyed  by  fire.     On  a  -r 
hill,  J4ist  to  the  right  of  the  town,  was  a  small  earthwork,  which  had  bet-!  <' 
recently  thrown  up,  and  was  capable  of  receiving  three  or  four  small  field-pi*-*  * 
This  work,  as  well  as  the  town,  was  entirely  deserted. 

On  the  20th  instant  Commander  Porter  arrived  h^  with  two  of  hi.-*  m^r.. 
boats.  Yesterday  the  Miami  arrived  with  another,  and  this  afternoon  four  o'Ji- 
were  towed  up. 

Commander  Porter  informed  me  that  his  flotilla  was  fired  upon  at  Ellis  Ci:^ 
and  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  rebels  to  mount  a  troublesome  batterv  at  ± 
place,  and  also  at  Quitman's  Landing,  as  he  learned  at  a  fann-hous^e  i?  I 
came  up. 

The  boats  which  came  up  this  afternoon  were  fired  at  from  Ellis  Cliffis 
one,  the  Empire  Parish,  was  hit  two  or  three  times— one  shot  having  teonp*  r^ 
rily  disabled  one  of  her  boilers.  Yesterday  morning  I  sent  the  Oneida  >.: 
Winona  to  'look  after  those  places.  To-morrow  I  shall  send  the  Katahdin  to  ci-^ 
voy  the  two  tow-boats  as  jar  as  Baton  Rouge,  or  until  she  meets  you.  n<'iv  j 
Vicksburg  the  rebels  appear  to  be  quite  busy  in  extending  and  fortifying  tt- 
works,  and  it  is  said  that  they  have  some  ten  thousand  troops  quartered  in  n 
about  the  town. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  T.  CRAVEN.  Captaiti^ 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Ghilf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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'f*m^  Master  Crocker* s  report  of  an  encounter  between   the   United  States 
Steamer  Kensington  and  a  rebel  battery t  June  25,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford/ 
Above  Vicksburgt  June  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  the  report  of  Acting  Master  Fred- 
ick  Crocker  of  an  encounter  between  the  United  States  steamer  Kensington, 
nder  his  command,  and  a  rebel  battery  in  the  vicinity  of  Ellis  Cliffs  and 
loduev. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARBAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na^,  Washington,  D.  C 


United  States  Steamer  Kensington, 

June  27,  1862. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  June  22,  by  order 
it  Captain  Henry  Morris,  I  proceeded  with  the  steamer  Kensington  a  short 
li<ttuce  below  New  Orleans,  where  I  took  in  tow  the  bark  Horace  Beals  and 
ohooner  Sarah  Bruin,  of  the  bomb  flotilla,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Gom- 
iianding  K.  Randolph  Breese,  to  proceed  to  Vicksburg. 

Nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  till  the  evening  of  the  25th,  when,  in  coming 
1'*  itnehor  a  few  miles  above  Ellis  Cliffs,  the  Kensington  grounded,  but  in  about 
m  hour  was  got  afloat  again  without  difficulty.  During  the  night  (June  25) 
ruckets^,  musket-shots,  and  other  sounds  gave  indication  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
en  wK  of  all  the  vessels  ^nt  to  quarters ;  but  no  attack  being  maae,  we  lay 
i|ui«*t  until  daylight,  when  we  hove  up  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  keep- 
Liisr  a  sharp  lookout  on  all  sides,  and  ready  for  instant  action.  There  was  no 
itli{)«*arance  of  an  enemy,  however,  till  we  arrived  opposite  the  bluff,  a  short  turn 
%\mvX  eighteen  miles  below  thje  town  of  Rodney,  (Cole's  creek,)  where  we  were 
attacked  by  a  battery,  apparently  of  two  or  four  6-pounders,  concealed  in  the 
ihicket  under  the  bluff. 

Their  first  shot,  from  a  distance  of  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards,  took 
«*flVct  on  the  Sarah  Bruin,  wounding  two  of  the  crew  severely.  Three  other 
/•liotSp  fired  at  almost  the  same  instant,  foil  short,  when  a  round  of  grape  from 
the  Banih  Brum,  and  a  shell  from  the  Kensington,  Jboth  of  which  dropped  with 
jrr^At  aceturacy  into  the  midst  of  the  smqke  from  their  gucs,  silenced  the  battery 
completely. 

Both  the  Sarah  Bruin  and  Kensington,  together  with  the  riflemen  from  all  the 
Tf>M»U,  continued  firing  till  the  course  around  the  turn  brought  them  out  of 
rangis  and  enabled  the  Horace  Beals  to  open  fire  from  her  battery,  which  she 
did  with  great  animation ;  and  the  thicket  was  shelled  until  our  vessels  were 
eatirply  out  of  range.  Previous  to  the  attack.  Lieutenant  Breese,  senior  in  com- 
mand, had  made  every  preparation  that  judgment  and  skill  could  suggest,  and  to 
that  we  were  mainly  indebted  for  the  success  and  completeness  with  which  the 
attack  was  repelled.  The  pilot,  a  Union  gentleman  from  New  Orleans,  who 
^nlonteered  his  services  when  no  regular  pilots  could  be  obtained,  deserves  com- 
m^ndatiou  for  the  skilful  manner  in  which  he  piloted  the  vessels  while  under 
fitf',  and  for  his  careful  attention  at  all  times. 

The  crews  of  all  the  vessels  deserve  credit  for  the  promptitude  and  accuracy 
Hith  which  they  returned  the  enemy's  fire,  no  doubt  causing  considerable  loss, 
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as  one  man  was  seen  to  fall.  The  Kensington  bas  on  board  a  fall  car^)  ^ 
stores,  an  invoice  of  which  has  been  furnished  Commander  T.  A.  M.  Cravc^n.  <i 
the  Brooklyn,  for  yotir  use.  The  Kcnsingtou  has  also  on  board  a  draft  of  thin; 
men  for  the  fieet,  sent  from  the  Pensacola. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  CROCKER, 
Acting  AloMter^  Commamdtke 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout. 

(Commanding  IVfstcm  (rvlf  Squadron, 


Flag'Offirer  FarraguV  s  report  of  the  action  of  June  28,  1862,  at   ^Ickt.hvu 

Umtbd  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Above  Vick^burgt  Mississippi^  July  2,  lS<.i- 

•  Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  department  and  the  command  of  t'i^ 
President,  I  proceeded  back  to  Vicksburg  with  the  Brooklyn,  Richmond.  auJ 
Hartford,  with  the  determination  to  carry  out  my  instruction^  to  the  bej»t  of  mj 
ability.  • 

My  difficulties  and  expenses  in  getting  coal  and  provisions  up  the  river  h»v«j 
been  very  great,  and  it  has  only  been  accomplished  by  great  exerdon»  on  :U 
part  of  Captain  H.  W.  Mon-is,  aided  by  the  army.     Captain  D.  D.  Portrr 
m(»rtar  flotilla,  which  was  deemed  indispensable  to  shell  out  the  heights,  Li 
also  to  be  towed  up.    All  this  caused  great  delay,  but  by  the  steady  exertion><i| 
that  officer,  and  the  ansi.stance  of  all  in  whose  power  it  was  to  help,  we  saccef-<l  } 
in  getting  up  sixteen  mortar  vessels,  and  arrangements  were  soon  made  to  Ik>q 
bard  the  fort.^  on  the  heights  at  Vicksburg.     Owing,  however,  to  some  impcrtu- 
tion  in  the  fuz(*8,  (which  Captain  Porter  will  explain,)  he  was  two  day^  getrir: 
his  ranges.     On  the  evening  of  the  27th  he  reported  to  me  that  he  wa^  rehiij 
and  I  issued  my  j;cueral  order  (a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  appended)  for  ih 
attack  on  the  28th,  at  4  a.  m. 

At  2  a.  m.  on  the  28th  ,June,  the  signal  was  made  to  weigh,  and  we  proceedt : 
up  to  the  attack  in  the  order  of  steaming  prescnhed  in  the  diagram -accompny 
ing  the  general  order.     At  4  o'cldck  precisely,  the  mortars  opened  fin*,  ami  -' 
almost  the  same  mf)ment  the  enemy  tired  his  first  gim,  which  was  returned  1'^ 
the  leading  vessels — Iroquois*,  Commander  J.  S.  Palmer;  Oneida,  Comniaii'.'» ? 
S.  P.  Lee;  and  Richmond,  Commander  James  Alden*     The  otlier  ves^ls — V^'*- 
sahickon.  Commander  John  i)eCamp;  Sciotn,  Lieutenant  Commanding  EdwAi:. 
Donaldson;  this  ship,  (commander  R.  Wuiuwright;  Winona,  Lieutenant  Coi 
manding  E.  T.  Nichols ;  and  Pinola,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pierce  Crosbv— 
next  came  up,  and  poun^d  in  their  Are  successively.     At  almost  the  same  iiistsAf 
Commander  D.  D.  Portt;r  came  up  on  our  stai'board  quarter  with  the  Octor»nt. 
Westfield,  Clifton,  Jackson,  Harriet  Lane,  and  Owasco,  and  opened  in  fine^ty! 
upon  the  enemy.     The  Hartford  flred  slowly  and  deliberately  and  with  tii ' 
effect — ^far  surpassing  my  expectations  in  reaching  the  summit  batteries.    Tii*' 
rebels  were  soon  silenced  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  fleet  and  of  the  lioriil.i. 
and  at  times  did  not  reply  at  all  for  several  minutes,  and  then  again  ai  tim*^ 
replied  with  but  a  single  gun. 

I  passed  up  at  the  slowest  speed,  (we  had  but  eight  pounds  of  steam.)  ai^tl 
even  stopped  once,  in  order  that  the  Brooklyn  and  sternmost  vessels  might  ch*^ 
up. 

The  Hartford  received  but  very  little  injury  from  the  batteries  in  or  briow 
the  town,  but  several  raking  shots  finom  the  battery  above  the  town  did  n*  coq- 
aiderable  damage :  they  were  50-pounder  rifle  and  8-inch  solid  shot.     The  fir»t 
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5ed  tlirongh  the  Bhell-room  in  the  starboard  forward  passage,  and  lodged  in 

bold,  but  did  no  other  harm.  The  8-inch  struck  the  break  of  the  poop  and 
s*cd  through  the  cabin,  bat  hurt  no  one ;  the  rigging  was  much  cut,  and  the 
1  main-topsail  yard  was  cut  in  two. 

if  the  shipa  had  kept  in  closer  order,  in  all  probability  they  would  have  suf- 
s^i  less,  as  the  fire  of  the  whole  fleet  would  have  kept  the  enemy  from  his 
iM  :i  longer  space  of  time,  and,  when  at  his  guns,  his  fire  would  have  been 
re  distracted. 

WfTi»*n  we  reached  the  upper  battery  we  soon  silenced  it,  and  it  wai*  reported 
nif*  that  its  flag  was  struck.  We  therefore  gave  three  cheers;  but  when  we 
\  pa;B9ed  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  above  they  reopened  fire  with  two 
ivy  guns.  I  was  unaole  to  reply  to  this  raking  fire,  being  out  of  range, 
tbough  their  shots  were  well  directed,  they  either  had  too  much  or  too  little 
Ttttion,  and  only  cut  our  rigging  to  pieces,  without  injuring  any  one  seriously, 
iich  waa  strange,  as  the  Iroquois,  Winona,  and  Pinola  were  on  our  quarter. 
At  G  a.  m.,  meeting  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  EUet,  of  the  ram  iieet,  who 
rn»d  to  forward  my  communications  to  Flag-Officer  Davis  and  General  Hal- 
k.  at  Memphis,  I  anchored  the  fleet  and  went  to  breakfast,  while  I  prepared 
r  bosty  despatch  (No.  120). and  telegram  for  the  department.  I  also  sent 
nr^s's  the  peninsula  to  see  what  was  the  cause  of  Captain  Craven  and  the  ves- 
[-« ni^tem  of  him  in  the  line  not  passing  up.  I  also  desired  a  list  of  their  casu- 
a^«,  which  appears  by  their  letters  to  have  been  "none."  The  casualties  in 
F  fleet,  as  far  as  heard  from,  in  the  passing  vessels  were  seven  killed  and  thirty 
mnded.  Commander  Porter  reports  eight  killed  and  ten  or  twelve  wounded ; 
It  that  was  not  his  official  report,  probably,  but  referred  more  particularly  to 
^  two  steamers,  Clifton  and  Jackson,  each  of  which  had  an  accidental  shot — 
<-  Jackson  in  the  wheel-house,  killing  the  helmsman,  and  the  Clifton  a  shot 
rough  her  boiler,  killing  (by  scalding)  the  men  in  her  magazine,  six  in  num- 
x«  and  one  man  was  drowned  by  jumping -overboard.  I  herewith  forward  the 
port  of  Acting  lieutenant  Commanding  C.  H.  Baldwin,  of  the  Clifton. 

Ylif*  department  will  perceive,  fi-om  this  (my)  report,  that  the  forts  can  be 
tued,  and  we  have  done  it,  and  can  do  it  again  as  often  as  may  be  required 

u$.  It  will  not,  however,  be  an  easy  matter  for  us  to  do  more  than  silence 
te  batteries  for  a  time,  as  long  as  the  enemy  hat^  a  large  force  behind  the  hills 

pw'vent  our  landing  and  holding  the  place. 

(ypDeral  Williams  has  with  him  about  three  thousand  men,  and,  on  the  occa- 
ou  of  our  attack  and  passing,  placed  a  battery  of  artillery  nearly  opposite  the 
|ip»-r  forts,  for  the  purpose  of  distracting  the  raking  fire  from  us  while  running 
p ;  but  the  fort,  having  a  plunging  fire  upon  them,  dismounted  one  of  the 
QOfe.  and  killed  a  nuin  and  a  horse. 

U  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  Greneral  Williams,  Colonel  EUet,  and 
)e  army  officers  of  this  division  generally,  have  uniformly  shown  a  great  anxiety 
» lio  <rvcr3rthing  in  their  power  to  assist  us ;  but  their  force  is  too  small  to  attack 
^  town,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  a  momentary  assault  to  spike  guns, 
tumid  i^nch  an  opportunity  oflfer. 

It  pves  me  great  pleasure  also  to  report  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  ships 
Wij  A<.*coiDpanied  me  up  the  river  behaved  with  the  same  ability  and  steadi- 
^*  -'D  this  occasion  as  in  passing  Forts  Jackson  and  8t.  Philip.  No  one  be- 
i^vMl  better  than  Commander  J.  S.  Palmer,  of  the  Iroquois,  who  was  not  with 
^  <in  the  former  occasion.  It  pains  me  much  to  limit  my  praise,  but  I  cannot 
P^^k  of  those  who  did  not  come  up.  It  was  their  duty  to  have  followed  me, 
rah  or  without  signal,  particularly  as  it  was  too  early  and  too  smoky  to  distin> 
yi\f\\  nguab.     1  enclose  their  explanation?  herewith. 

An  to  Commander  R.  Wainwright  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship,  I 
UDot  speak  too  highly  of  their  steadiness  and  coolness,  and  the  energy  with 
^h  they  performed  their  duties.     This  ship  was  conducted  as  coolly  and 
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quietlj  as  at  an  ordinary  drill  at  general  quarters.     There  wa«  no  coQftL«i>'.' 
any  kind  tbronghout  the  whole  action,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  observe  the  I'tb 
vessels,  the  same  feeling  actuated  all  the  officers  and  crews  engaged. 

The  captain  of  the  fleet,  Commander  H.  H.  Bell,  was  on  tlie  poop  by  ni 
side,  and,  not  being  able,  as  I  before  stated,  to  do  much  in  the  numagemtnt 
the  fleet,  owing  to  the  darkness  and  the  smoke,  gave  his  attention  to  l<K>ki!ii; 
the  batteries  and  pointing  them  out  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  guof.  u 
assisting  ihem  with  his  judgment  on  all  occasions. 

Mv  secretary,  Mr.  E.  0.  Gabandan,  noted  the  time  of  passing  event-,  's 
acted  as  my  aid  when  required,  which  duty  he  performed  with  coolut?r  u 
steadiness. 

I  must  not  fail  to  mention  the  coolness  of  our  pilot,  John  J.  Lam^-,  wan 
although  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  been  unaer  fire,  did  not  for  a  e^ 
ment  quit  his  post,  but  steadily  guided  the  ship  in  her  course.     He  i&  u*- 
profcsnonal  pilot,  as  they  can  only  be  obtained  by  force  in  New  Orleans. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Cammanding  Western  Crulf  Blockading  Sqvadrfn. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Official  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  affair  of  June  28  at  Vickshun. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  i 

Above  Vickshurg,  Mississippi,  June  28.  IStc. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  killed  and  woundt:?  i- 
that  portion  of  the  fleet  which  passed  above  Vicksburg  in  the  engagtm^i^''  1 
this  morning,  viz : 

Killed — 15. 

Flag-ship  Hartford, — Edward  E.  Jennings,  seaman,  from  Massachawttr. 

Richmond. — George  Allstrum,  ordinary  seaman ;  Thomas  Flarity,  ^tmn^ 

Oneida. — Stephen  H.  Randall,  seaman. 

Pinola, — William  H.  Thomas,  quarter-gunner ;  Thomas  Graham,  landinw"! 

Sciota. — Augustine  Ellsworth,  ordinary  seaman. 

Mortar  flotilla. — ^6  scalded,  1  killed,  1  drowned. 

WOUNDEI) — 30. 

Flag-ship  Hartford. — Charles  Allen,  seaman,  slightly;  Alexander  Qs^r^ft^ 
landsman,  slightly;  Lawrence  Fay,  boy,  slightly;  Patrick  Roach,  coal-heaver. 
head;  Philip  Roberts,  seaman,  severely;  Sylvester  Becket,  landsman,  eli^t^l^' 
Alfred  Stone,  landsman,  slightly ;  John  H.  Knowles,  quartermaster,  sli^r^^'? 

John  Hardgan,  landsman,  slightly;  Joseph ,  ordinary  seaman,  sligttly 

Nathan  Salter,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion ;  Captain  John  L.  Broome.  izLt"//!' 
corps,  contusion ;  Flag-Oflicer  D.  G.  Farragut,  slight  contusion. 

Richmond. — Howard  F.  Moffat,  master's  mate,  amputated  arm ;  Jame^  N'* ' 
nan,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion ;  Thomas  Nolan,  marine,  contusion ;  George  ^ 
Hai-ris,  marine,  contusion;  James  Reddy,  seaman,  sevejpely;  James  Mobt-raa. 
landsman,  severely ;  George  Millard,  seaman,  severely ;  William  NichoU*»  ^^^ 
man,  slightly;  Charles  Howard,  ordinary  seaman,  severely. 

Oneida. — Richard  M,  Hodgson,  assistant  engineer,  severely;  William  C<>wi' J 
seaman,  severely;  Henry  Clark,  boatswain's  mate,  slightly. 
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Pinofa, —  John  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  severelj;  William  H.  Shucks,  lands- 
tmu.  slightly. 

^iota, — £dward  Hathaway,  seaman,  amputated  arm ;  William  Ome,  lands- 
nan,  slightly;  Clarence  Miller,  ship  stewara,  severely. 

Returns  have  not  yet  been  received  from  Captain  Porter's  mortar  flotilla  and 
hat  portion  of  the  fleet  below  Vicksburg. 

I  am,  very  re:*pectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  Fleet  Surgeon. 
Flag-Officcr  D.  G.  Farraglt, 

Commanding  Western  Guff  Blockading  Squadron. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg^  June  25,  1862. 

The  mortar- boats  and  gunboats  of  the  mortar  flotilla  having  been  placed  by 
IVmmander  D.  D.  Porter,  according  to  his  judprnent,  to  the  best  advantage  to 
act  npoQ  the  batteries  on  the  heights  and  the  fort  below  the  hospital,  at  4  a.  m. 
to-morrow  they  will  open  fire  upon  the  same  and  on  the  city  of  Vicksburg. 

At  the  display  of  the  signal  for  the  ships  and  gunboats  to  weigh,  they  will 
funn  in  a  double  line  of  sailing,  the  Richmond,  Commander  James  Alden  com- 
loanding,  leading;  the  ships  Hartford,  Commander  R.  Wainwright  commanding, 
nrxt ;  Brooklyn,  Captain  T.  T.  Craven,  third.  The  gunboats  will  form  another 
line,  so  aa  to  fire  between  the  ships,  in  the  following  order :  Iroquois,  Comman- 
der (James  S.  Palmer,  and  Oneiaa,  Commander  S.  Phillips  Lee  commanding,, 
ahead,  but  on  the  port  bow  of  the  Richmond,  so  as  to  fire  into  the  forts  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  town,  without  interfering  with  the  fire  of  the  Richmond;  next 
iu  <»rder,  ftie  Wissahickon,  Commander  Jno.  DeCamp,  and  the  Sciota,  Lieu- 
tt'uant  Commanding  Ed.  Donaldson,  in  the  line  with  the  Iroquois  and  Oneida, 
but  on  the  port  bow  of  the  flag-ship,  so  as  to  fire  between  tne  Richmond  and 
rtag-r»hip;  next,  the  Winona,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  and 
Piiiola,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pierce  Crosby,  on  the  port  bow  of  the  Brooklyn. 

The  Hahford  will,  as  often  as  occasion  offers,  fire  her  bow  guns  on  the  forts 
w  the  upper  end  of  the  town ;  but  the  broadside  batteries  of  all  the  ships  will 
W  ]>articularly  directed  to  the  guns  in  the  forts  below  and  on  the  heights.  The 
tree  use  of  shrapnel  is  considered  the  best  projectile,  but  great  care  must  be 
Uikeu  in  cutting  the  fuzes,  so  as  always  to  be  sure  that  they  burst  short  of  their 
dfsdnation.  When  close  enough,  give  them  grape.  The  enclosed  diagram  wiU 
'•how  the  position  of  the  respective  vessels  in  the  order  of  attack. — [For  diagram 
-♦^  original.]  , 

When  the  vessels  reach  the  bend  in  the  river,  the  Wissahickon,  Sciota, 
Winona,  and  Pinola,  will  continue  on ;  but,  should  the  enemy  continue  the 
action,  the  nhips  and  Iroquois  and  Oneida  will  stop  their  engines  and  drop 
down  the  river  again,  keeping  up  their  fire  until  directed  otherwise. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag'  Officer  Comd^g  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

» 

The  Kennebec,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jno.  Russell,  will  take  position  in 
the  rear  of,  and  in  a  line  with,  the  i'inola,  so  as  to  fire  astern  of  the  Brooklyn. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT,  Flag- Officer. 
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United  States  Steamer  Cliftox, 

Two  miles  beloto  Virksburgy  June  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  moniiiig,  at  3.45  a. m.,  in  ohedieic 
to  orders,  we  got  under  way  and  proceeded  in  our  station  jnrt  astern  of  tl- 
Westfield,  in  the  line  headed  by  your  own  ship,  to  engage  the  batterii'?  mi  i^ 
heights  around  Vicksbnrg.  Wiien  within  range,  we  opened  our  fire  on  lit 
upper  batteries  on  the  hill  from  our  rifled  gun  and  forward  9-inch  and  furn.-' 
32-pounder,  using  15 -second  shell.  On  receiving  jour  orders,  we  direct*  il  •  .. 
fire  at  the  battery  known  as  the  '*  water  battery,"  advancing  to  within  a^  ".* 
1,200  yards,  where  we  kept  our  station,  using  shrapnel  from  the  9-incIi  gii:.- 
At  times,  as  opportunity,  offered,  we  used  our  after  9-inch  guns.  Tlii.-*  wt-  r  l 
tinned  for  some  half  to  three- quarters  of  an  hour,  with,  I  think,  gi»o'd  ^li^". 
until  we  were  hailed  by  the  Jackson,  asking  our  assistance  to  tow  them  o:i  • ' 
fire,  that  ship  being  temporarily  disabled. 

While  ii»the  act  of  taking  her  line,  we  received  a  shot  under  the  guard,  jr  ' 
forward  of  the  wheel,  which,  going  through  the  ship's  side,  made  its  way  i :! 
the  end  of  the  starboard  boiler,  and,  paitially  coming  out  on  the  other  A*\' 
caused  such  a  rush  of  steam  as  to  blow  off,  at  once,  the  cover  to  the  fonra-* 
hatch,  filling  the  forward  berth  deck  (under  which  is  the  forward  magazin 
with  «team,  and  killing,  instantly,  Thomas   Collins,  gunners  mate,  R»t   ' 
Sargent,  ship's  cook,  Wm.  Morris,  captain's  cook,  John  Burke,  ordinary  **  • 
man,  John  B.  Carter,  landsman,  and   Peter  Hall,  landsman,  of  the  forw.^ 
powder  division;  and  severely  scalding  George  B.  Derwent,  (colored.)  wa^^i 
room  steward,  who  died  a  few  hours  afterwards  of  the  effect  of  hi?  injurif?*,  a:! 
John  Hudson,  master-at-arms,  who  is  doing    well,  his  wounds,  thoi)|rh  i?f^«'* 
not  being  thought  dangeroils.     But  one  man  from  this  division  escaped.  I 
being  at  the  head  of  the  ladder  at  the  time.     Some  eight  men  from  the  fomcf 
pivot  gun  jumped  overboard  to  escape  the  steam.     With  the  aid  of  the  Sa^  k- 
son's  boats  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  recover  all  these,  except  John  C^u  m  r 
Becond-class  fireman,  who  was  drowned. 

This  shot,  which  proved  to  be  a  fifty-pound  rifled  shot,  prevented  any  furl  1.^' 
movement  of  our  wheels  for  the  time.  We,  however,  continued  our  fire  fmni  ti*- 
forward  and  after  thirty-twos,  and  after  nine-inch  guns,  until  you  noticed  "I'l 
mishap  and  came  alongside  to  tow  us  out  of  action.  At  this  pej-iod  the  i^^^^ 
to  retire  was  given. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating  that  officers  and  crew  generally  beh.i^ '  • 
well.  Mr.  Weld,  acting  master's  mate,  in  charge  of  the  nine-inch  and  rit^  • 
Parrott  gun  forward,  is  entitled  to  credit  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  tin  -' 
guns  were  served,  and  his  coolness  and  self-possession  at  the  time  of  the  accid'*-* 

On  examination  of  the  injured  boiler  by  the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship,  it  i; 
his  opinion  that  the  repairs  to  it  will  require  at  least  ten  days  to  completf.  arm 
will  need  the  aid  of  a  shop  and  experienced  workmen.  In  the  mean  tim''  th* 
ship  is  ready  for  such  service  as  she  may  be  called  upon  to  perform,  which  v'il' 
not  entail  a  greater  speed  than  six  knots  an  hour.  This  rate,  I  think,  wr  shnl 
be  able  to  maintain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  H.  BALDWIN, 
Acttffg  Lieutenant  Commandins. 

Commander  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Bomb  Flotilla. 
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United  States  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Below  Vickshurgt  June  30,  1862. 

Sm :  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  yesterday's  date,  to  make  my  official 
:]»ort  of  my  attack  on  Vicksburg,  on  the  28th  instant,  and  to  give  my  reason 
\t  not  following  the  flag-ship  up  the  river,  &c.,  I  submit  the  following  : 

At  3.15  a-  m.,  June  28,  got  under  way,  yook  position  in  the  prescribed  line 
i  Wtde,  and  followed  the  flag-ship ;  at  4.05  a.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon 
H  advanced  vessels.  When  this  ship  arrived  abreast  of  the  lower  batteries  the 
i<  timer  a  of  the  mortar  flotilla,  which  seemed  to  be  without  any  form  of  order, 
l»^1nlcted  our  passage  in  such  a  manner  as  to  oblige  us  to  stop  our  engines,  and 
iu*  delayed  our  progress.  At  4.45  a.  m.,  as  the  80-pounder  rifle  was  the  only 
uii  bearing  upon  the  hill,  and  able  to  reach,  we  opened  with  that  vigorously, 
irpiiig  well  inside  their  line  of  fire.  At  5.15  the  gunboats,  and  a  few  minutes 
Fur,  the  bomb-vessels  of  the  mortar  flotilla,  having  ceased  firing,  all  the  bat- 
Ties  which  had  previously  been  partially  silenced,  immediately  renewed  the 
rtitm,  hailing  a  cross  fire  on  this  ship  and  the  two  gunboats.  At  this  time  the 
rnokc  cleared  away  ahead  of  us,  and,  to  my  iturprise,  I  could  see  nothing  of  the 
iig  or  other  ships  in  the  line.  Whilst  we  were  hotly  engaged,  trying  with  our 
Wi»  rifles  to  silence  their  most  annoying  battery,  fire  was  opened  upon  us  by  a 
«tiery  of  five  pieces  of  flying  artillery,  from  a  position  about  two-thirds  of  the 
r\iy  down  the  hill,  and  in  front  of  the  southernmost  battery.  Being  within 
x'^y  range,  we  opened  our  starboard  broadside  with  shell  and  shrapnel,  and 
rove  tliem  from  their  position.  Finding  myself  entirely  unsupported,  except 
>v  ihfe  Kennebec  and  Katahdin,  which  two  vessels  gallantly  performed  their 
»art  in  the  engagement,  and  knowing  that  it  was  impossible  to  reduce  a  single 
»nr  of  thole  hill-top  batteries,  at  7.25  a.  m.,  after  sustaining  their  fire  for  two 
luiii-s  and  forty  minutes,  I  discontinued  the  action,  and  at  8.25  a.  m.  came  to 
luchor  about  two  and  a  half  miles  below  Vicksburg. 

My  reasons  for  not  following  the  flag-ship  up  the  river,  that  is,  ahovt  and  he- 
fimd  the  fire  of  the  forts,  are  simply  because,  in  your  general  order  of  the  25th 
u&taiit,  you  say  **  Should  the  action  be  continued  by  the  enemy,  the  ships  and 
lit:  Iroquois  and  Oneida  will  stop  their  engines  and  drop  down  the  river  again;*' 
ind,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  twice  (when  in  the  cabin  and  on  the  quarter- 
if^k  of  your  flag-ship)  I  asked  you  if  it  was  your  wish  or  desire  for  me  to  leave 
iny  batteries  behind'me  that  had  not  been  silenced,  you  answered  "No,  sir;  not 
»ii  any  account." 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  witness  to  the  excellent  cTeportment  of  my 
(ffitT-rs  and  men ;  a  more  cool,  or  ^  braver  set  of  men  was  never  on  board  of 

IDV  VOKSel. 

\Ve  were  hulled  but  twice,  one  shot  taking  effect  below  water,  on  our  starboard 
Ujw  ;  and  we  received  spme  damage  to  our  rigging.  We  have  no  casualties  on 
\rjixd.  We  expended,  in  the  action,  28  nine-inch  shell,  41  nine-inch  shrapnel, 
U2  Uotchkiss  eighty-pound  rifle  shell,  3  Dahlgren  eighty-pound  rifle  shell,  14  JPar* 
r-itt  thirty-pound  rifle  shell. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  T.  CRAVEN,  Captain. 
Ilag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Ckmimanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

United  States  Ship  Hartford,  above  Vicksburg.       * 
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United  States  Gunboat  Katahdin, 
Below  Vicksburgt  Mississippi  River,  June  29,  1Sij2. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  hare  to  report  that  I  receiv*^  n^- 
•orders  "to  follow  the  flag-ship  up  the  river,"  nor  any  written  order  whattv*-' 
and  was  entirely  ignorant  of  your  plan  of  attack. 

Agreeably  to  your  verbal  inatrucUons,  which  were  "  to  take  the  rear  of  ib 
line,  and  to  follow  the  Kennebec,  and  fire  at  anything  and  everything  I  !^^ 
■fit;  or  could  see,"  I  got  this  vessel  under  way  at  3.30  yesterday  morning,  ti«.4 
position  as  the  rearmopt  vessel,  and  followed  the  Kennetec  to  attack  the  batten-- 
at  Vicksbufg.  After  the  squadron,  with  the  exception  of  the  Brooklyn,  K^i.- 
nebec,  and  Katahdin,  had  passed  the  batteries,  the  mortar  flotilla  ceased  firinc 
and  the  enemy  opened  their  batteries  anew.  We  continued  under  their  fire  mju 
8  a.  m.,  when  we  dropped  down,  in  company  with  the  Brooklyn  and  Kenned: 
and  at  8.20  came  to  anchor  out  of  range.  I  have  no  casualties  to  report,  and  rbr 
Tessel  was  not  hit,  though  the  enemy's  shot  flew  around  and  over  us.  The  <•£ 
cers  and  men  behaved  with  their  usual  cool  and  determined  bravery  under  fi^ 
We  expended  in  the  action  eleven*  shells  from  the  eleven-inch  pivot  gun,  anc 
thirteen  from  the  Parrott  rifle  on  the  forecastle.  Every  shot  was  deliberai^lj 
aimed  at  one  or  the  other  of  the  batteries.  In  consequence  of  the  poMtiim  a- 
signed  us,  and  the  number  of  vessels  engaged,  it  was  impossible  to  fire  rapi  ii^ 
■without  firing  into  or  over,  and  endangering  other  vessels  of  the  aquadrou  au 
the  steamers  and  schooners  of  the  mortar  flotilla.  The  vessel  had  to  be  m  ukpu- 
vred  to  fire  every  shot.     We  were  three  hours  under  the  fire  of  the  batt»*r>- 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  PREBLE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

riag-Oflficer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockatling  Squadron, 

United  States  Flag- Ship  Hartford,  ahoi>e  Vickshurg. 


United  States  Gunboat  Kennebec, 

Beloio  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  June  29,  1S62. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  29th,  I  have  the  honor  to  makf  i»5 
report  of  the  att&ck  oh  Vicksburg  and  my  reason  for  not  following  you  uj)  ti»^ 
river ;  also  the  casualties  that  have  occurred  on  board  this  vessel. 

My  position  was  in  the  I'ear  of  the  Pinola  and  on  the  port  quarter  of  l^' 
Brooklyn,  which  I  held.  On  the  batteries  opening  fire,  1  found,  from  tbe  {/o-i 
tion  of  the  steamers  under  the  command  of  Commander  Porter,  that  1  v.f«ul»i 
not  bring  my  guns  to  bear  on  the  batteries  without  serious  injury  to  ihm 
Inunediately  on  their  dropping  astern  I  opened  fire  on  the  bluff  battery,  v^ii^^ 
had  not  yet  been  silenced.  When  the  dense  smoke  which  previously  ub.<cnn(i 
the  vessels  had  passed  away,  I  found  that  you,  with  the  rest  of  the  fleer.  «.ti! 
the  exception  of  the  Brooklyn,  Katahdin,  and  this  vessel,  had  passed  ap.  and 
that  the  mortar-vessels  had  "discontinued  their  fire.  Placed  in  this  po^'fion.  1 
again  referred  to  your  orders,  M'hich  were :  **  But  if  the  action  should  In*  con- 
tinued, the  skips  and  the  Iroquois  and  Oneida  will  stop  their  eugine.s  and  ^^\' 
down  the  river  again,  keeping  up  their  fire  until  directed  otherwise.'*  Retaiuii  z 
my  position  astern  of  the  Brooklyn,  I  continued  firing  upon  the  batterif?  tm-l 
my  supply  of  ammunition  was  so  reduced  that  I  deemed  it  advii»able  to  <lt?i'' 
The  hospital  and  other  batteries,  which  had  been  silenced  for  a  w^hilo.  had  at 
this  time  opened  again.  The  batterv  on  the  bluff  was  firing  with  vigor. »"' 
was  assisted  by  some  artillery  in  the  woods.     With  shot  and  sbeU  fftllin2 


REPOET  OF  THE  8ECEETAEY  OP  THE  NAVY.       543 

fid  as,  I  am  bappy  to  report  no  casualties  or  injury  to  this  vessel.  The 
ers  and  men  performed  their  duty  with  the  greatest  alacrity  and  coolness, 
rmot  refrain  from  mentioning'  my  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  F.  B.  Blake, 
pereonally  attended  to  the  firing  of  every  gun.  The  following  is  the  ex- 
iiture  of  ammunition,  viz:  14  eleven-inch  shells,  10"  fuze;  2  eleven-inch 
Is.  15''  fuze ;  16  Parrott  shells,  percussion ;  5  PaiTott  shells,  time  fuze,  5" ; 
uTOtt  shells,  time  fuze,  10". 

Very  respectfxilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H   RUSSELL, 
Lieutenant  Commandi?ig. 
Ug-Officer  D.  G.  Farraqut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


'tht:r  report*  of  the  action  at  Vicksburg,  June  28,  and  supplementary  report 
of  Captain  Craven  of  action  below  New  Orleans,  April  24  and  25. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Above  Vicksburg,  July  3,  1862. 

)|R :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  reports  of  the  Oneida,  Rich- 
id*  Hartford,  Sciota,  and  Winona,  of  the  action  at  Vicksbiirg  on  the  28th  of 
it'y  1862.  I  enclose  also  the  report  of  Commander  Palmer,  of  the  Iroquois, 
the  action  of  the  28 tb  ultimo. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


United  States  Stbam-Sloop  Oneida, 

Above  Vicksburg,  June  28,  1862. 

SfR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  borne  by  the  Oneida  in  the  engage- 
nt  with  the  rebel  batteries  at  Vicksb'irg  this  morning. 

At  2.10  a.  m.  the  flag-ship  made  private  signal  to  the  fleet  to  get  under  way. 
»p[>ed  coaling,  cast  off  from  the  coal  bark,  called  all  hands  and  got  under 
y.  Lushed  the  hammocks  along  the  starboard  side  to  hold  splinters,  beat  to 
HfTrre  and  cleared  ship  for  action,  and  stood  up  the  river,  the  Iroquois  in  line 
KuL  the  Richmond  astern  of  us, -and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  following.  At  3.55 
"  enemy  opened  fire  on  us  from  his  numerous  batteries  below,  over,  and  above 
r-  town.  At  4.15  opened  on  the  enemy's  batteries  in  succession,  firing  for 
>•«•«  minutet^  or  more  at  the  flash  or  smoke  of  the.batteries  below  and  over 
'•  Tnwn,  viz  :  the  marine  hospital  battery  and  the  batteries  on  the  ridge  over 
nt  ho.<pital,  it  being  too  dark  to  see  distinctly  the  batteries  on  the  shady  side 

thf  hills. 

A.  it  grew  light,  oWers  were  given  to  fire  as  soon  as  the  smoke  cleared  off, 

)'i  with  good  aim.     We  used  shells,  (5"  fuzes,)  shrapnel,  and  grape,  according 

dii«tance.  steaming  so  €is  to  keep 'between  the  Iroquois  and  Richmond,  and 
^iusi;  ahead  at  intervals  when  the  enemy  got  our  rangQ  well. 

UaWng  reached  the  bend  in  the  river,  (the  Iroquois  ahead  and  the  Richmond 
iiern  of  us,)  and  none  of  our  starboard  guns  now  bearing  on  the  batteries, 
^oted  guns  and  lashed  hammocks  on  the  port  side,  and  prepared  for  enfilading 
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the  batteries  above  the  town,  when  the  flag-Bhip  came  np  in  the  pt>po9eu  '- 
of  fire.     At  6.30  the  Oneida  anchored  near  the  Hartford. 

This  ship  was  struck  four  times.     One  6-inch  rifle  shell  came  thrcmfri.  : 
starboard  after  pivot  port,  killing  S.  H.  Randall,  seaman,  at  the  after  pivm  ri 
severely  wounding  Richard  Hodgson,  third  assistant  engineer,  at  tht^  n.: 
bell,  and,  passing  through  the  combings  of  the  engine-room  hatch,  pick^i 
three  loaded  muskets,  (each  lying  flat  on  the  deck,  on  the  port  side  of  •! 
hatch,)  and  burst  in  the  bulwarks,  over  the  first  cutter,  which  was  !ow»-t^  I 
near  the  water's  edge,  drove  the  muskets  through  the  open  port  then',  d 
severely  wounde-d  William  Cowell,  seaman,  who  was  in  the  boat  sounding, 
slightly  wounding  Henry  Clark,  chief  boatswain's  mate.    One  8-inch  solid  -l 
struck  on  our  stiirboard  quarter,  near  the  copper,  and  cut  the  Inizze^m.^«t  '» 
in  two  between  decks.    One  32-pounder  shot  passed  through  the  rail.   A  -r. 
8-inch  solid  shot  carried  away,  amidships,  the  keel  of  the  launch,  (which  t 
paitly  lowered,)  and,  entering  on  the  starboard  side,  struck  the  steam  Ji- 
and,  glancing,  fell  into  the  fire-room. 

"We  expended  19  eleven-inch  shells,  5"  fuzes ;  16  eleven-inch  shiapn^rl: 
eleven-inch  grape,  from  the  two  pivot  guns ;  12  six-inch  shells ;  6  32-pom 
grape,  from  the  two  thirty -twos;  and  28  thirty-pounder  bolts,  from  tvn  r 
guns — most  of  these  from  the  forecastle  pivot  gun. 

The  officers  and  men  did  their  duty  well.     The  enemy's  fire  was  het^y 
enclose  the  surgeon's  report.     We  have  no  carpenter. 
Respectfully,  yours,* 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE,  CommafiJ^ 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Ship  Oneida. 
Above  Vicksburg,  MisttMiippi^  June  28,  1S<  - 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  casualties  which  oceurred  dj:.: 
an  engagement  with  the  rebel  batteries  at  Vicksburg  this  morning : 
Killed. — Stephen  H.  Randall,  seaman. 

Wounded. — Richard  M.  Hodgson,  3d  assistant  engineer,  severely— ex  tpb?)^ 

contusion  and  laceration  of  the  leg;  William  Cowell,  seaman,  comminut^ii  U:j. 

ture  of  the  ulna  and  tarsal  bones,  and  deep  flesh-wound  of  the  thigh;  H*:^' 

Clarke,  boatswain's  mate,  slightly  cut  on  the  leg. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  Y.  TAYLOR,  Sursti^ 
Commander  S.  Phillips  Lee,  V.  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  States  Ship  Onfiida. 


United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 
Above  Vicksburg^  Mims$ippi,  June  28,  1S6:? 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  b*  r 
with  the  surgeon's  report  of  the  casnaltiea  on  board  this  vessel  donng  tbf ' 
gagement  with  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  this  morning.    I  also  send,  fory**^ 
information,  the  reports  of  the  carpenter  and  boatswaui»  showing  the  ioja  ^ 
done  to  the  Richmond  by  the  enemy's  shot. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well  I  find  it  impossible  to  de8^;nate  aaj-partiiv^" 
individual,  either  among  the  ofBcers  or  men,  as  meriting  especial  notice  fur  g^< 
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try  and  good  conduct  dorinff  the  spirited  fight  which  lasted  nearly  an  hour, 
L  vas  for  the  most  part  at  short  range.  Still,  I  feel  that  I  should  be  doing 
at  injustice  to  the  officer  to  whom  the  careful  training  and  consequent  steadi- 
«  of  the  crew  is  due,  if  I  were  to  fail  to  give  him  the  credit  he  has  so  fairly 
0 ;  I  reibr  to  Lieutenant  Gummings,  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship,  and  I 
«t  that  a  grateful  country  wiU  soon  reward  him  in  some  way  for  his  untiring 
J  and  devotion  to  his  profession  and  her  cause. 

Widi  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ALDEN,  Commander. 
Flag-Oflieer  D.  6.  FARBAauT, 

Commanding  Wiutem  Chdf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Ship  Richmond, 

June  28,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  the  damage  received  by  this  vessel  in 
I  action  on  Vicksburg  this  day.  She  was  struck  by  an  8-inch  shot  between 
>8.  4  and  5  gun-ports,  cutting  through  chain  plate  and  plank  shear,  tearing  up 
ren  planks  of  spar  deck,  cutting  through  fore-and-aft  knee,  destroying  carline, 
takine  diagonal  knee,  shattering  beam,  and  imbedding  itself  therein ;  also,  by 
8-inczi  shot  forward  of  No.  6  gun-port,  cutting  through  plank  shear  and  one 
ink  of  deck,  shattering  the  adjoining  plank,  passing  over,  grazing  boat's 
y\U  Between  Nos.  13  and  14  gun-ports,  by  an  8-inch  shell  entering  just 
low  the  mizzen  channels,  passing  through  bulwark,  cutting  o£P  two  timbers, 
iring  badly  three  streaks  of  ceiling,  striking  trunnion  of  gun,  and,  bounding 
oke  two  boarding  pikes  at  mizzenmast.  We  were  struck,  also,  by  a  shot  on  the 
^k  of  the  foremast  and  trestle-tree,  cutting  o£P  the  head  of  forestaysail  mas^. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HIBAM  L.  DIXON,  Carpenter. 
Commander  Jambs  Alden, 

Commanding  United  States  ship  Richmond. 


United  States  Stbam-Sloop  Righmo.nd, 

Off  Vickehurg,  June  28,  1862. 

8m :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  damages  sustained 
r  this  ship  in  the  action  of  the  morning  of  the  28th  instant,  in  the  boatswain's 
apartment,  viz :  Three  shrouds,  starboard  fore  rigging,  one  maintopmast  stay, 
tt-haul  and  down-haul  of  fore  trysail,  all  shot  away. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAO  S.  GHOATE,  Boatswain, 
Commander  Jambs  Alden, 

Comfnanding  Dniied  States  Steam^Sloop  Richmond. 


Unitbd  States  Flao-Ship  Habtpobd, 

Above  Vickshurgy  June  29,  1862. 

Sii:  I  h«re  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  ship  in  the  battle  of 
'<«terday,  in  passing  the  forts  at  Vicksburg. 

We  were  under  wav  before  daylight,  and  reached  the  scene  of  action  as  day 
rw  breakioig,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us  from  his  scattored  batteries  «a 
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ahofe.  We  returned  it  as  they  came  in  range,  going  at  alow  speed,  our  pm 
being  worked  with  admirable  coolnesa  and  deliberation,  which  was  absolutii 
requisite,  as  we  labored  nnder  the  great  disadvantage  of  not  knowing  the  si:iL 
tion  of  the  batteries,  which  were  only  discovered  by  the  flash  and  the  einok;  • 
their  guns ;  some,  also,  were  on  high  bluffs,  rendering  it  difficult  to  elevate  •  > 
guns  to  reach  them. 

We  were  under  fire  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  receiving  it  on  the  hroadfil 
and  being  raked  ahead  and  astern.  The  enemy  fired  with  great  precisioii,  m 
although  we  silenced  some  of  their  batteries,  they  returned  to  them  when 
had  passed  and  our  guns  would  no  longer  bear,  and  recommenced  firing, 
stopped  opposite  one  of  the  lower  batteries  more  effectually  to  nlence  it 
would  have  been  easy  to  have  passed  by  the  batteries  under  ftill  steam  lh 
speed,  with  much  less  risk  firom  the  enemy's  fire;  but  then  our  object  wcc 
not  have  been  gained  in  driving  them  away  from  their  guns. 

We  are  much  cut  up,  both  in  hull  and  rigging,  which  the  endosed  report! 
boatswain  and  carpenter  will  show.  The  rigging  was  soon  temporarily  seesrf 
under  the  direction  of  our  indefatigable  boatswain,  James  Walker.  The  eocc 
used — as  was  shown  by  our  finding  them  on  board  after  the  action— SO-pouad 
rifie,  32-pounder8  and  8-inch  shot;  also,  rifle  and.  musket  ballfi— one  ofs 
men  being  wounded  by  the  latter  while  working  a  howitzer  in  the  top. 

The  executive  officer,  James  S.  Thornton,  deserves  much  credit  for  bia  eirn 
lent  distribution  of  the  crew,  at  the  gun  and  other  divisions,  and  his  effic  m 
dintribution  of  them  during  the  action.  The  commanding  officers  of  diviM-- 
also  deserve  mention — doing  their  duty  with  spirit  and  ability.  They  v-^" 
Lieutenant  Albert  Kautz,  first  division ;  Master  John  G.  Watson,  second  din-^"- 
Acting  Master  Daniel  0.  Murphy,  third  division ;  and  Acting  Master  Ezra  1 
Goodwin,  powder  division. 

The  marine  guard,  under  the  charge  of  Captain  Jno.  L.  Broome,  had  cW; 
of  two  broadside  guns,  and  fought  them  well,  thus  sustaining  the  repntatio'i  • 
that  distinguished  corps.  In  making  this  report  it  gives  me  an  opponanity  - 
supply  an  omission  inadvertently  made  in  my  last  report  of  the  battle  ot'  tLj 
24th  and  25th  of  April;  it  is  in  speaking  ot  the  medical  department,  wL-^  > 
under  its  head,  Fleet  Surgeon  Foltz,  was  administered  admirably,  both  in  i:- 
and  the  former  battles.  The  engineer  department,  under  Chief  Engineer  Jiirr-M 
B.  Kimball,  won  much  praise  for  its  prompt  and  efficient  working,  both  n 
passing  the  forts  and  batteries  at  New  Orleans  and  also  in  this  fight;  a  fa.ic^ 
promptly  to  obey  the  bells  or  the  giving  out  of  the  engines  might  have  Itii^ 
much  disaster.  Acting  Midshipman  Herbert  B.  Tyson,  doing  the  duty  of  arth: 
master,  besides  carrying  on  those  duties  with  credit,  also  had  charge  of  a  br<a 
side  gun  manned  by  his  division.  In  fact,  all — officers  and  men— were  «  ctk 
to  the  ship  and  to  the  country  for  which  they  have  so  gallantly  fought. 

We  have  much  to  be  thankful  for,  in  only  having  to  mourn  the  loss  of  ■  t' 

man — Edward  E.  Jennbgs,  seaman — and  having  a  few  only  slightly  woandt^' 

under  such  a  heavy  fire.     I  enclose  the  fleet  surgeon's  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  WAINWBIGHT, 
Commander  XJtuied  Siata  A^ry 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^ 


Unitbd  Statbs  Flao^Ship  Habtpobo, 

Move  Viekslmrg.  Ane  29.  W^- 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  29th  mstant,  I  respectftiDj  »ni>«'" 
the  following  report  of  damages  received  in  action  of  the  28th  iiistaot:' 
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One  shot  tlm>iigli  eut-water,  (SS-ponnder;)  one  on  water  line,  abaft  of  fore-, 
at,  and  throngh  shell-room,  (68*ponnder;)  one  under  fore-chainsi  above  air- 
rt,  canying  away  upper  clamp  and  hanging-knee,  (80-pounder,  rifle;)  one 
■ongh  starboard  hammock-netting,  abreast  of  mainmast,  (32-pounder;)  one 
siujijh  starboard  battery,  abreast  of  foremast,  (68-pounder;)  one  through  poop- 
jiu.  starboard  side,  carrying  away  forward  beam  and  two  hanging-knees, 
Ikbead,    &g.    Main  topsail  yard  shot  away;  baige's  keel  shot  away;  gig 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JA8.  H.  CONLET, 
OarpenteTt  United  States  Navy. 
Captain  R.  Wainwright, 

Commanding  United  States  Flag-Skip  Hart/ard. 


Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Above  Vicksburg,  June  28,  1862. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  killed  and  wounded  on 
ard  thiB  ship  daring  the  engagement  with  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  viz: 
Killed. — ^Edward  E.  Jennings,  seaman. 

Wounded. — Charles  Allen,  seaman,  head;  Alex'r  Oapron,  landsman,  head ; 
iwreuc<;  Fay,  boy;  Patrick  Roach,  coal-heaver;  Sylvester  Becket,  Alfred 
«>iie  and  Joim  Hardigan,  landsmen;  Jno.  H.  Knowles,  quartermaster;  and 
iiluui  J.  Salter,  ordmary  seaman;  all  slightly.  Pbilip  Roberts,  seaman, 
frrely;  Joseph  Guido,  ordinary  seaman,  thigh ;  Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut 
d  Jno.  Jm  Broome,  captain  of  marines,  slight  contusions. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  FUet  Surgeon. 
CummandcT  Richard  Wainwright, 

Commanding  United  States  Flag- Skip  Hartford. 


United  States  Flag-Ship,  Hartford, 

Above  Vicksburg t  June  29,  1862. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  29th  instant,  I  respectfully  submit 
^  foliowing  report  of  damages  done  rigging  in  the  action  of  the  ^8th  instant  r 
Five  Pturboard  mizzen  shrouds  cut  away.  One  mizzen  topmast  backstay, 
rc>  main  topmast  backstays  starboard,  two  starboard  main  shnmds,  two  fore 
^last  backstays,  one  port  fore  shroud,  two  starboard  fore  shrouds,  one  bow 
irit  abroad,  and  some  running  rigging  also  cut  away. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^      ^        ^  ^  JAMES  WALKER, 

Boatswaint  United  States  Navy. 

Captain  Richard  Wainwright, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Hartford. 


United  States  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Above  Vicksburg,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir  •  1  have  to  report  that,  in  passing  the  batteries  this  a.  m.,  Aug.  Ellsworth, 
rdinnrv  seaman,  was  killed;  E.  W.  Hathaway,  seaman,  lost  his  left  arm  above 
Mt  tibow ;  Wm.  Orme,  landsman*  was  slightly  wounded ;  and  Clarence  Milley, 
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Lmdnnan,  slightly  wotroded  in  the  head.  The  vemel  was  stnick  on  the  ittaiV>'£- 
quarter,  demolishing  the  quarter-boat  and  driving  in  the  spirketing.  An<>t.'j 
shot  came  through  the  starboard  bulwarks,  under  the  top- gallant  for(H:.vt:> 
shattering  and  carrying  away  one  of  the  knees  and  round  houses ;  anolLtr  k: 
went  through  the  centre  of  the  foremast,  half-way  up. 

Herewith,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  the  surgeon's  report  of  the  casualties. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW'D  DONALDSON. 

Ideutauint  Commandini. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Faebaout, 

Commanding  WuUm  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrom. 

The  rifle-gun  carriage  was  rendered  useless  by  a  Aolk  which  stmck  it  undi 
the  muzzle  of  the  gun,  passed  through  the  breast-piece,  and  knocked  away  li 
brackets  and  iron-work  on  port  side  of  gun. 

H.  A.  ADAMS,  Jb. 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officn. 


United  States  Gunboat,  Sciota, 
Misiissippi  River,  above  VickMburgy  June  29,  1961 

Sib:  I  find  I  omitted,  in  my  report  of  yesterday's  date,  to  state  that  tbt:  a 
riage  of  the  20-pounder  Parrott  gun,  on  the  forecastle,  was  so  badly  injunHi : 
to  render  the  gun  perfectly  useless,  the  breeching  plate,  eccentric,  and  forwir 
part  of  carriage  being  demolished. 

'Tis  useless  for  me  to  state  how  coolly  the  officers  and  men  behaved  wb  1 
under  the  enemy's  fire.  They  all  verified  the  good  opinions  formed  of  tb«? 
when  passing  Forts  St  Philip  and  Jackson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  DONALDSON. 

Lieutenant  Commandite 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Faebaout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

United  Slates  Steamer  Hartford* 


Unitbd  States  Ouivboat  Wwoha, 
Above  Vickiburg,  June  a»,  1661 

Sib  :  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  no  casualties  to  life  or  limb  in  tbe  acii  -i 
of  this  morning  with  the  batteries  in  or  about  the  city  of  Vicksburg.  T»i 
■mall  shots,  either  grape  or  small  field-piece,  passed  through  our  forwanl  f^ 
board  bulwark,  cutting  away  one  stanchion  and  slightly  splitting  the  spirket::; 
The  damage  is  easily  repaired.  The  vessels  of  the  fleet,  while  papsing  i^^ 
city,  wore  first  exposed  to  a  heavy  plunging  fire  from  the  batteries  on  tk  t  f| 
of  the  blufis,  cross-fires  from  batteries  (five  in  number,  I  think)  in  vir«»=1 
places,  then  to  raking  fires  frt)m  above  and  below;  and,  while  passing  the  k<t 
battenr  at  the  upper  end  of  the  city,  to  heavy  fire  of  musketry  horn  f^** 
oealed  marksmen,  and,  lastly,  to  the  raking  fire  of  heavy  guns  for  nearly  tv<* 
miles  above  the  last  battery. 

When  I  came  abreast  of  the  upper  battery  it  was  entirely  dear  of  bk'^  b"^'*"^ 
been  cleared  by  the  guns  of  the  flag-ship;  but,  as  soon  as  I  paoeed.  tbrj  "^ 
turaed  And  .opened  a  very  spitefrd  £e  upon  tlie  flag^ahlp,  Iroquoiflt  Piu<^  ^^ 
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i^  Bhip,  until  beyond  range.  Taking  all  things  into  conBideration,  it  seems 
irnculoos  that  no  more  damage  was  sustained  by  the  fleet. 
From  the  experience  of  this  morning  I  am  satisfied  that  ships  can  dear 
kttcries  when  placed  on  a  level  with  them,  or  nearly  so,  though  the  men  return 
them  as  soon  as  the  ship's  guns  cease  to  bear;  but  as  to  batteries  placed  on  hills 
kd  bluflb,  ships  are  almost  useless  against  them. 

I  conclude,  sir,  by  commending  to  your  notice  the  good  conduct  of  all  on 
>ar(L  Where  all  were  alike  conspicuous  it  would  be  unjust  to  particularize. 
&Ir.  Sajibom,  acting  as  pilot,  remained  in  the  gangway  during  the  whole  ac- 
-»D,  and  assisted  in  conning  the  ship.  Mr.  Sanborn  is  not  a  regular  river  pilot, 
it  a  raftsman,  partly  pressed  into  the  service,  and  I  think  a  good  Union  man. 
cnoe  notice  from  you,  sir,  I  think  would  be  appreciated  by  him,  and  others 
ke  him  in  the  fleet. 

Herewith  I  transmit  the  return  of  ammunition  expended  in  the  engagement 
r  this  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfdlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraqut, 

Commamding  Western  Chtff  Blockading  Squadron. 


Unitbd  Statbs  Stbambb  Iroquois, 

Above  Vickshurg,  June  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order,  I  submit  the  following  report : 

At  two  in  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  signal  being  maae  from  the  flag-ship, 
^1  under  way  and  steamed  slowly  up,  (the  progpramme  being  that  the  Iroquois 
rft.s  to  lead  the  attack  upon  Vicksburg,)  and  was  up  close  into  the  lower  battery 
Krfore  we  were  discovered,  when  they  opened  fire,  which  was  immediately  re- 
ume^d.  We  so  fought  our  way  up,  running  close  into  the  town,  having  a  raking 
ire  fr>om  the  fort  above  and  a  plunging -fire  from  the  batteries  on  the  hill, 
<>^other  with  broadsides  from  the  cannon  planted  in  the  streets,  and,  what  is 
uMt  strange,  through  all  this  heavy  concentrated  fire,  with  the  exception  of 
mtting  away  both  our  mainstays,  and  some  other  immaterial  damage  to  the 
igging,  we  escaped  without  injury.  One  shell  burst  on  board  of  us,  scattering 
U  fragments  around,  and  yet  no  casualty  occurred. 

We  remained  off  the  upper  battery  until  joined  by  the  flag-ship,  when,  fol- 
i&wing  your  motions,  we  anchored  out  of  range.  My  men  and  officers  behaved 
vrith  the  same  coolness  which,  I  leam,  so  distinguished  them  in  the  attack  on 
di«  forts  below  New  Orleans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sur»  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  PALMER,  Commander. 

l-lig-Officcr  D.  G.  Parragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Gunboat  Wissahickon, 

Off  the  Yazoo  river,  June  29,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  our  engagement  with 
tbr  reliel  batteries  on  the  heights  of  Vicksburg.  Yesterday  morning,  at  about 
t*rt  o'clock,  observing  the  signal  from  the  flag-ship  for  the  fleet  to  weigh  anchor 
\'A  proceed  to  the  attack,  as  arranged  by  general  order,  we  were  soon  under 
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-way  and  steaming  slowly  up  tbe  river.     By  four  o'clock  we  were  in  oar  5tat;'r 
astern  of  the  Iroquois,  and  on  tbe  port  quarter  <i^  the  Richmond*  tb^"  <>i 
ahead  and  close  to  us,  the  remainder  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  not  in  h^'n 

At  4.15  tbe  batteries  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us,  which  we  imnndiitH 
returned  with  our  Parrott  rifle  and  eleven-inch  gun.  Arriving  oppoeite  the  '"! 
and  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  lower  batteries,  our  two  24'poondfT  hot 
itzers,  charged  with  shrapnel,  were  brought  into  operation  and  did  good  serr.< 
in  clearing  the  batteries  of  their  crews.  Tbe  action  continued  for  on^  Lmi 
during  which  tbe  Wissahickon  received  four  shots.  Our  port  main  ricr^inf:  ? 
shot  away,  and  an  eight-inch  shell  struck  tbe  vessel  at  the  water4iu4%  cntrr: 
the  berth-deck,  where  it  killed  one  man  and  wounded  all  the  men  suttont.>: 
pass  shot  and  powder  on  that  deck.  Our  loss  in  the  battle,  though  not  h*  rr 
IS  still  severe.  Master's  Mate  Charles  M.  Bird  received  a  compound  fncmri 
the  left  arm;  ward-room  cook  killed,  and  five  of  the  crew  wounded.  A  .«"v- 
attack  of  fever  had  confined  me  to  bed  for  several  days  previous  to  the  act*  • 
and  I  could  do  but  little  during  its  continuance  except  to  encouiaget  bj  q 
presence  on  deck,  the  crew  to  do  their  duty  faithfully. 

To  Lieutenant  £.  £.  Potter,  the  executive  officer,  belongs  the  credit  d 
success,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  tbe  officers  and  cn^v  i 
the  Wissahickon  did  their  duty  faithfully,  and  to  my  entire  satiefiietioiL 

After  passing  tbe  batteries,  I  proceeded,  according  to  my  orders,  to  the  ni''.: 
of  tbe  Yazoo  river,  but  the  gunboats  named  in  your  order,  which  were  t««  i  •: 
me,  not  having  come  up,  I  deemed  it  imprudent  to  attempt  the  ascent  of  ilj 
river  alone.     I  shall,  therefore,  await  your  further  orders. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

JOHN  DbCAMP, 

Commanding 

Fkg-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  W,  CMf  Squ€tdront  near  Viekshurg,  Miss. 


Flag- Officer  Farr€igHt*s  report  of  affairs  above  Vicksburg,  July  6,  1862. 

TJmtbd  States  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 

Above  Vicksburg f  July  6,  l>Ci:. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  we  are  still  at  this  place,  bombarding  it  \\ 
the  mortars  from  both  sides  of  the  peninsula.  Flag-Officcr  Davis  has  foarr^^ 
tars,  and  Commander  Porter  sixteen.  Commander  Porter  has  hard  v<>rk  \ 
keep  them  from  attacking  him  with  riflemen;  thus  far,  however,  be  has  alwi^i 
got  the  best  of  them,  and  forced  them  to  retreat.  He  reported  yesteniaj  fLi 
be  had  found  five  dead  bodies  in  the  swamp  near  him,  and  large  qu&utit!*^  ■*| 
sboes^  knapsacks,  muskets,  &c.,  showing  that  he  had  driven  them  preclpitat«!; 
from  tbe  woods. 

I  received  a  telegram  yesterday  from  Greneral  Halleck^  a  copy  of  it  i-  J-*' 
with  enclosed,  by  which  it  appears  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  co-openUf  v»i*'a 
us  for  some  weeks  yet. 

Flag-Officer  Davis  received  a  letter  from  General  Grant  at  the  same  tinj .  >'i 
Memphis,  stating  that  it  was  reported  that  Richmond  was  taken.  Sboul'l  -1  ^' 
be  true,  no  doubt  but  what  Vicksburg  will  soon  fall,  but  it  mu?t  he  by  iri  "ps 
coming  down  in  tbe  rear.  Tbe  city  is  sacrificed  by  tbe  soldiers;  it  ha?  ^*^ 
abandoned  by  the  inhabitants.  The  ditch  across  tbe  peninsula  will  *""C  ^ 
deep  enough  for  the  water  to  run  through,  unless  the  river  should  fall  very  t"..-^ 
We  are  now  in  hopes  of  a  little  rise,  a  foot  or  so  will  accomplish  the  ol»j<'<'t. 

I  have  the  gunboats  looking  to  the  bluffs  below»  and  giving  convoy  '<•  ^''^ 
supply  vessels. 
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I  bear  notbing  of  the  Gajnga  or  Kearaa^. 

I  hope  the  department  will  not  anpersede  Goznmander  Bell  in  the  command 
the  Brooklyn,  for  yon  may  depend  upon  it  the  navy  has  not  a  braver  man 
better  officap.  ••♦••♦•• 
I  hear  by  a  deserter  to  General  WilliamB  that  General  Breckinridge  is  in 
mmand  at  Vicksbarg,  and  they  seizing  every  one  for  the  army. 
V«y  reapeetfully,  your  obd't  serv't, 

D.  G.  FABRAGUT, 

Flag-officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington. 


Umtbd  States  Military  Tblbgraph, 

Memphis,  My  3,  1862. 

[By  telegraph  from  Corinth.] 

The  scattered  and  weakened  condition  of  my  forces  renders  it  impossible  for 
le,  at  the  present,  to  detach  any  troops  to  co-operate  with  yon  on  Vicksburg. 
robably  I  shall  be  able  to  do  so  as  soon  as  I  can  get  my  troops  more  concen- 
iited ;  this  may  delay  the  clearing  of  the  river,  bnt  its  accomplishment  will  be 
pftain  in  a  few  weeks. 
Allow  me  to  congratulate  yon  on  your  great  success. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major  General, 
Flag-Officer  Farkagut, 

Cammandii^  United  States  JlotiUa  in  the  Mississippi, 


Commander  D.  D.  Porter's  report  of  the  operations  of  the  mortar  fieet  at 

Vicksburg. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Above  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  July  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  forward  the  report  of  Commander  D.  D.  Porter  of  his  opera- 
i'»tiM  since  the  receipt  of  his  orders  to  join  me  at  Vicksburg  up  to  date,  and  it 
:JV'*8  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  nothing  could  exceed  that  officer's  perse- 
craiice  in  getting  to  the  scene  of  his  labors,  or  the  steadiness  with  which  his 
•tEcers  and  men  have  carried  on  his  work  of  demolition  and  annoyance  to  the 
Dcmy,  while  I  deeply  regret  the  chance  shots  which  caused  the  death  of  his 
>nivo  men.  But,  as  1  stated  in  my  last  communication,  Commander  Porter's 
K'r\'ice  has  been  hard  upon  his  officers  and  crew,  though  they  have  performed 
t  WfJl,  willingly,  and  unflinchingly. 

We  hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  recording  the  combined  attack  by  army 
in<i  navy,  for  which  we  all  so  ardently  long. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon«  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


\ 
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United  States  Steamer  Octorora. 

Vickslmrg,  Jul^f  X  I26J 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  ordeis  receired  from  yon  I  sailed  from  PemReoU** 
the  3d  of  June,  aod  on  the  9th  had  all  the  mortar  vessele  in  New  Qrif  at    < ' 
the  13th  sixteen  vesBelfl,  in  tow  of  the  steamero,  had  left  for  Vicksbnig,  on  ba 
rations,  the  officers  and  men  being  desirous  to  arrive  at  the  seene  of  action 
good  time.     On  the  20th  we  were  before  Yickshnrg,  ready  for  serrioe,  hftvui 
met 'with  no  delay  or  accidents  on  the  passage.     On  one  occasion  the  flncil] 
was  attacked  with  field-pieces  at  Ellis  Blaffs,  but  the  rebels  were  hasdeosn 
repulsed  by  the  Owasco  and  Jackson,  Lieutenants  Gomraaiiding  Gne^t  u 
Woodworth.     The  mortar   schooners  George  Mangham  and  Axietta,  Aeo 
Masters  John  Collins  and  Thomas  £.  Smith,  and  the  Horace  Bealea  and  S«m 
Bruin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Breese  and  Acting  Master  A.  Ohmtiaii,  ^^ 
also  attacked  at  different  times,  but  they  whipped  off  the  rebels,  and  piii«» 
their  voyage  in  peace.    The  latter  schooner  ban  two  men  Beriooaly  hurt,  havia 
each  lost  an  arm  by  a  12-pound  shot.    Lieutenant  Commanding  Breese  pja 
his  officers  full  credit  for  behaving  handsomely  under  a  trouUescMiie  fire  tp 
field-pieces  and  concealed  riflemen. 

On  the  21st,  with  a  mortar  schooner  alongside,  I  proceeded  np  toward  ti 
city  of  Yicksburg,  to  obtain  ranges  and  draw  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  fort^,  aboL 
which  we  had  no  information.  The  rebels  allowed  us  to  get  within  good  rup^ 
when  they  opened  on  us  with  all  their  batteries,  without,  however,  doiiif^  n; 
harm,  and  enabled  us  to  get  the  desired  information.  I  gave  them  four  hoiLhi 
to  let  them  see  they  were  in  range,  and  some  100-pound  rifle  shots,  and  rctom 
to  the  anchorage,  after  satisfying  myself  about  the  proper  position  to  plac*  tl- 
mortar  vessels  in. 

On  June  26  I  was  employed  all  night  getting  the  mortars  in  positioD.  ^r' 
on  the  right-hand  side  going  up,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  GommaDil'-i: 
Smith,  and  eight  on  the  left  side,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Comnuintiia; 
Queen.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Breese  was  left  at  New  Orleans  to  brin^  '• ' 
the  last  vessels.  He  was  detained,  also,  getting  the  Sea  Foam  afloat,  vhr<  - 
vessel  had  grounded  badly  on  a  sand-bar,  where  she  will  most  likely  rvmaiD  t : 
the  rest  of  the  season.  The  position  selected  here  for  the  mortars  was  a  bran:- 
ful  one  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  river,  at  2,500  yards  from  the  main  batter*'. 
and  2,200  from  the  water  battery.  The  vessels  on  the  port  side,  about  7r. 
yards  further  off,  were  rather  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  but  were  so  coxir' 
up  with  bushes  that  it  was  not  easy  to  see  them  at  that  distanoe*  mocb  le»;  t^* 
fire  accurately  at  them. 

When  the  mortars  were  all  in  position  tliey  opened  their  fire  deliberati^JT,  t*-: 
the  purpose  mainly  of  getting  ranges,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing  after  a  f*-' 
fires.  The  enemy  opened  on  them  from  all  their  batteries  in  range,  but,  thoii/^ 
they  fired  all  around  and  over  them,  none  were  struck.  A  kind  ProrideotT 
seems  to  look  out  for  this  little  fleet.  They  soon  silenced  the  batteries*  tf  ^ 
were  enabled  to  pursue  their  experiments  unmolested. 

On  June  27  the  mortars  opened  again  on  the  for(«  at  5.45  a.  m.,  firing  rapuUy 
The  rebels  attempted  to  respond,  but  were  driven  away  from  their  guM  aft't 
we  had  fired  a  little  less  tlian  an  hour.  The  steamers  were  also  emploj^'* 
throwing  in  an  effective  ^re  with  their  rifle-guns.  The  practice  was  kt^pt  sn 
during  Uie  day  with  good  effect,  many  of  the  bomb-shells  going  into  tk  f'^rtt 
or  bursting  over  them.  Only  one  vessel,  the  C.  P.  Williams,  was  stmck  on  i^- 
day,  a  7-inch  shell  lodging  in  her  bow  and  sticking  there,  ehowing  tJut  tt^ 
enemy's  powder  was  bad.  At  sunset  we  ceased  firing,  and  at  8  o'clock  vf*^^'- 
again  with  all  the  mortars  on  the  town,  doing  much  damage*  At  S-"**  I  '^"' 
the  Owasco,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Guest,  up  abreast  of  the  town  t«»  tl«n  '^ 
some  incendiary  shells,  which  proved  to  he  ^iiuies,  as  they  did  not  exrlfJ'- 

June  28,  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  squadron  made  a  move  to  pasa  lbs  Uueni^^ 
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d  the  fl^tflk  Bteameni  got  under  way  to  take  their  position,  which  was  to  enfi- 
iii*  the  water  batteries  as  the  ships  passed.  The  headmost  yessels  of  the 
uai)n>n  paased  along  a  bttle  before  time^  nnsupported,  and  our  Tessels  could 
tt  ret  near  enough  to  them  to  be  of  any  service.  Five  of  the  above-mentioned 
^iytelm  w«nt  gtllantlj  on,  despite  the  fire  of  the  batteriePp  throwing  in  their  erape 
tti  ranirirter,  fiivored  much  oy  the  heavy  ateosphere  and  earlj  morning  lightj 
t  A  o'dodc  the  flag-ship  came  along,  with  two  gunboats.  By  that  time  the 
.<tar  Bteamera  had  got  nearly  into  position,  and  moved  up  toward  the  batte- 
'it  throwing  in  a  quick  fire.  Nearly  all  the  mortars  had  commenced  as  the 
ichmond  paaaed,  and  the  shells  were  falling  very  well  and  rapidly,  the  Hart- 
>nl  and  gunboats  opening  their  batteries  with  grape,  cannister,  and  shrapnel, 
oie  air  eeemed  to  be  filled  with  projectiles.  The  lower  batteries  were  silenced 
r  the  timet  though  I  saw  that  toe  rebels  would  manage  to  get  a  shot  or  so  at 
K  «hip8  after  they  had  passed  along.  The  batteries  out  of  range  of  the  mor- 
n  were  very  aevere,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  some  ships  lost,  in  killed  and 
uonded*  aa  many  as  they  did  at  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  I  r^ret  that 
te  moitara  were  not  able  to  reach  these  batteries. 

Abont  tlie  time  the  Hartford  passed  the  Octorora's  wheel-ropes  got  jammed 
elow,  and  there  was  a  fair  prospect  of  drifting  out  of  action,  or  into  some  of 
te  veeeela  asleni,  as  I  went  drifting  bv  the  Miami.  I  hailed  her  commander, 
fed  ordered  him  up  within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries.  Also  hailed  the 
•ckaon«  and  ordered  the  Westfield  and  Glifton  to  go  ahead  of  me  until  I  could 
liitfve  myself  ftom  my  unpleasant  position.  The  Owasco,  Lieutenant  Gom- 
uusdin^  Goeet,  and  Harriet  Lane,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wainwright,  had 
»Hii  ordervd  to  act  at  discretion,  and  throw  on  their  fire  to  the  best  advantage, 
4)ch  ihey  did  effectually.  The  river  being  narrow,  and  the  current  very 
Uiiog,  it  waa  impossible  to  manoeuvre  so  many  vessels  to  advantage,  and  leave 
»(im  for  the  squadron  of  ships  to  pass. 

I  bad  cleared  my  wheel-ropes,  and  succeeded  in  getting  again  to  my  place 
head,  and  was  in  fine  position  (with  all  the  steamers  firing  very  rapidly  and 
fiinrxually)  to  cover  the  Brooklyn,  Katahdin,  and  Kennebec  as  they  came  along, 
^r^txaaiBg  that  they  were  goine  to  follow  the  Hartford.  That  vessel  was  now 
V  I  miles  ahead,  and  appeared  to  be  under  a  heavy  fire  from  a  battery  of  six 
r<&i:«  at  the  upper  end  of  the  city,  out  of  mortar  range.  The  Brooklyn  came 
ip  &  Httle  ahead  of  the  mortar  vessels  and  opened  fire,  as  did  the  gunboats 
mxttn  of  her,  but  did  not  pass  through. 

Not  a  ahot  had,  up  to  this  time,  struck  one  of  the  mortar  steamers;  when, 
Ktding  it  necessary  to  slow  the  engines,  to  get  out  of  the  line  of  the  Brooklyn's 
sre,  ihe  vessel  became  stationary,  and  a  fair  target  for  what  guns  the  enemy 
■ti«*  Mb  to  fire.  The  Jackson,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Woodworth,  was 
^nick  biidly  with  rifle  shell,  one  of  which  exploded  in  her  wheel-house,  disa- 
>&ig  the  man  at  the  wheel  by  cutting  off  his  leg,  and  knocking  her  steering 
i|i|Muat«s  to  pieces,  which  disabled  her.  The  other  struck  the  pillar  block 
nyycftU  almost  cutting  it  in  two.  This  steamer  being  disabled,  the  Clifton, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Baldwin,  went  to  her  assistance,  (by  signal,)  and,  while 
tD  the  act  of  taking  her  in  tow,  a  7-inch  shot  passed  in  on  the  CHfton's  ^rt 
Ui  Vy  going  through  her  boiler.  By  this  catastrophe,  six  of  the  men  in  and  about 
t^  magttsine  were  scalded,  to  death,  and  others  were  scalded  severely.  The 
lUiun  drove  eight  or  ten  men  overboard,  one  of  whom  was  drowned.  Tne  Jack- 
KiQ,  Lieutemmt  Commanding  Woodworth,  now  became  the  helping  ship,  and 
pHked  up  out  of  the  water  the  Clifton's  men,  that  steamer  being  completely 
«I'i>abled.  The  Westfield,  on  approaching  to  assist  her,  was  struck  on  the  frame 
of  her  eagine»  by  a  heavy  rifle  shot,  which,  fortunately,  did  not  go  through, 
Uiiog  struck  butt-end  foremost,  and  consequently  caused  but  short  delay.  In 
th*^  mfantime  the  Octorora  dropped  out  of  fire,  took  the  Clifton  in  tow,  and  re- 
riivvihI  her  to  a  place  of  safety.  The  Jackson  drifted  oa|;  clear.  No  ftirther 
timxisnij  esiating  for  the  flotilla  steamers  remaining  under  fire,  (the  Bfooklya 
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and  those  astern  of  her  having  slowed  their  engines,  and  pfroceedmg  no  furttx^ 
the  signal  was  made  to  retire  under  cover  of  the  woods,  having  been  Awy-^ 
minutes  nndcr  fire.  Althongh  the  steamers  disabled  were  in  a  8tron«^  rurr* 
and  narrow,  crowded  river,  they  were  handled  and  taken  ont  of  action  ^itlu 
coninsion  of  any  kind,  beyond  that  occasioned  by  the  escaping  t»team  on  '^^  > 
the  Clifton  Sach  a  calamity  is  always  appalling  to  those  nnnsed  to  thr 
of  such  a  terrible  enemy  on  board  their  own  vessel.  The  conduct  of  tbf  **^i 
and  men  on  board  the  Clifton  was  creditable  in  the  highest  degree,  and  1  r  j 
to  say  that  those  scalded  to  death  were  some  of  the  leading  men  of  the  vf 

No  further  casualties  occurred  of  any  consequence.    The  Jackson  and  <  'l:-i| 
are  temporarily  repaired,  the  latter  working  under  one  boiler.     All  the  ;•'> 
took  good  positions,  and  their  commanders  did  their  duty  properly.     It  i^ :« 
regretted  that  a  combined  attack  of  army  and  navy  had  not  been  made,  bv  v  \ 
something  more  substantial  might  have  been  accomplished.     8ncL  an  utt.yt. 
think,  would  have  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  city.     Ships  and  mortar  V'- 
can  keep  full  possession  of  the  river,  and  places  near  the  water'e  edge,  ba* ' 
cannot  crawl  up  hills  three  hundred  feet  high,  and  it  is  that  part  of  Viok-: 
which  must  be  taken  by  the  army.     If  it  was  intended  merely  to  pas?  ih*-  )i 
teries  at  Vicksburg,  and  make  a  junction  with  the  fleet  of  Flag-Offieer  Ih 
the  navy  did  it  most  gallantly  and  fearlessly.     It  was  as  handsome  a  tli'^.j 
has  been  done  during  the  war ;  for  the  batteries  to  be  passed  extended  fiill ' 
miles,  with  a  three-knot  current,  against  ships  that  could  not  make  eight  kii 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.    Again,  sir,  I  have  to  mention  h\ 
bly  the  divisional  officers,  and  the  acting  masters  commanding  mortar  v('^ 
Anchored  at  all  times  in  a  position  selected  by  myself,  more  with  regard  lU 
object  to  be  accomplished  than  to  anyone's  comfort  or  safety;  knowiDrr^ 
they  will  have  to  stay  there  without  a  chance  of  getting  away  dll  I  think  p: 
to  remove  them,  (no  matter  how  thick  the  shot  and  shell  may  fly,)  thev'  H 
always  existed  a  rivalry  aa  to  who  shall  have  the  post  of  honor,  (the  If'.io 
vessel)  almost  certain  to  be  struck,  if  not  destroyed. 

They  know  no  weariness,  and  they  really  seem  to  take  a  delight  in  mort 
firing,  which  is  painful  even  to  those  accustomed  to  it.  It  requires  morr  \f 
ordinary  zeal  to  stand  the  ordeal.  Though  I  may  have  at  times  been  exi^  ti^ 
and  fault-finding  with  them  for  not  conforming  with  the  rules  of  the  ^en*^ 
(which  requires  the  education  of  a  life-time  to  learn,)  yet  I  cannot  withhoM  o 
applause  when  I  see  these  men  working  with  such  earnest  and  untiring  df^f 
to  their  duties  while  under  fire. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Octorora  behaved  like* veterans;  and  I  am  ir':* 
indebted  to  that  excellent  officer,  Lieutenant  George  Brown,  for  the  drill  <>t  t' 
crew,  and  the  perfect  arrangements  made  for  going  into  action.    On  the  day  '^ 
squadron  passed  up,  the  mortars  were  engaged  in  dividons  in  firing  on  the  tr.'/ 
and  keeping  his  guns  quiet,  and  so  on  up  to  the  1st  of  July. 

Two  or  three  deserters  came  in,  one  of  them  asserting  a  marvelous  ston*  >'• 
the  ships  and  mortars  had  killed  and  woimded  seven  hundred  persoiii.  ^ 
doubt  some  were  killed,  but  very  likely  fewer  than  stated,  and  only  in  and  ■^-  <*' 
the  forts.  Only  two  schooners  were  struck.  One,  the  0.  P.  Wflliam*.  M''--i 
Master  Amos  R.  Langthomc,  in  the  bow ;  the  other,  the  Orvetta,  Acting  Ma^'' 
Blanchard,  through  the  foremast.  Nobody  has  been  hurt,  so  fiir,  in  the  m"''' 
vessels. 

On  the  1st  of  July  our  pickets  (which  were  thrown  out  aboot  a  Hnn'i^ 
yards)  were  surprised  by  a  large  body  of  rebels  close  lo  them,  evidently  mt'"^;^^ 
ing  to  surprise  the  mortar  schooners.     They  immediately  came  in  to  report.  (^  I 
enemy  firing  on  them  as  they  retreated.     In  a  moment  all  the  guns  of  tb<>  a'*[^ 
tar  vessels  and  flotilla  steamers  opened  on  the  woods  with  grape,  Kiimpi} 
cannister,  shell,  and  roimdshot,  (the  mortars  throwing  in  bombs  with  -^ 
charges,)  and  we  knew,  if  an  enemy  was  thore,  he  oouM  not  fiaoe  a  fiie  tike  ( -i^' 
from  fifty  guns,  spread  ont  along  the  levee  for  aboot  a  mile.    After  the  v.*^^' 
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rp  well  shelled,  the  pickets  went  in  and  captored  three  rebel  Boldiers,  who 
.1*  Ltf^lplesslj  stuck  in  the  mad,  from  which  they  had  much  difficulty  in  extri- 
xu;;  themselves,  and  cried  out  lustily  that  they  had  surrendered.  They  were 
»ii«;bt  in,  with  their  arms  and  accoutrements.  These  men  state  that  two  regi- 
uU4,  one  from  Tennessee,  the  other  from  Mississippi,  were  put  under  arms,  and 
^1«»  u»  bolisTe  they  were  going  to  attack  some  United  States  troops.    Finding 

)if»d  of  our  schooners  euarded,  the  rebels  attempted  to  pass  through  the 
ilalvt  of  the  wood  and  ennlade  us,  but  got  helplessly  stuck  in  the  middle  of 

•  mamp,  or  the  thick  mud  which  exists  here.  While  in  this  condition)  omr 
Re.  commcueed  shelling  the  woods,  and  the  two  regiments  were  panic  stricken. 
i*T  threw  away  their  knapsacks,  cartridge  boxes,  and  ererything  that  would 
ptnie  tfacir  progress.  In  going  over  the  ground  afterwards,  our  men  found 
.fl4:nc»>3»  of  a  general  stampede  throughout  the  woods;  amongst  other  things 
;t  picked  up  from  the  mud  the  heavy  boots  of  a  general  officer,  with  silver 
UTP  oiu  There  was  evidence  in  the  marks  that  the  enemy  had  been  com- 
(M<-ly  *'  iiogged,"  or  sunk  in  the  mud,  and*  our  prisoners  informed  us  that,  had 
•  ipone  into  the  woods  at  that  moment,  with  two  hundred  men,  we  could  have 
pturcd  the  two  regiments,  as  they  were,  for  a  time,  perfectly  helpless,  having 
ctiwu  away  many  of  their  arms,  &c.  It  was  on  this  marsh  I  depended  for 
i»*ty  when  I  placed  the  schooners  in  position;  for,  without  such  a  natural  de- 
tiffx,  we  should  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  concealed  riflemen. 
N«t  washing  to  have  any  mishaps,  I  landed  five  howitzers,  threw  up  works, 
'•ud  fifly  marines  as  pickets,  and  had  a  large  bell  slung  up  in  the  woods  with 
LTA  leading  to  it  from  different  points,  so  that  the  pickets  might  give  immediate 
imi.  Afier  which  the  mortar  flotilla  went  to  their  repose  witn  great  confidence. 
)V  have  held  the  position  we  first  took.  We  have  advanced,  indeed,  300  yards 
Uh  the  mortars.  We  are  within  2,100  yards  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  in 
u<rt  distance  of  an  army  (which  they  say  consists)  of  thirty  thousand  men-^ 
Terr  doubtful  estimate,  as  it  will  not  amount  to  a  half  or  a  third  of  that  num^ 
f  r.  From  what  I  can  learn  from  pretty  reliable  sources,  the  regiments  are 
u&ll.  aad  do  not  average  500  men  each.  I  do  not  think  there  are  G,000  men 
\  this  town  and  the  surrounding  country,  and  many  of  them  are  sick. 

1  nsrspectfully  submit  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  steamers 
'jfton  and  J*  P.  Jackson.  On  the  Clifton  there  were  eight  killed  and  one 
.»tmded:  Thomas  Gollins,  gunner's  mate ;  Robert  Sargeant,  ship's  cook;  John 
'Uke,  ordinary  seaman;  Wuliam  Morris,  captain's  cook ;  John  B.  Carlton,  lands- 
-lEi ;  and  George  B.  Derwent,  (coloied,)  wardroom  steward,  killed ;  and  John 
l4<d«on* master  at  arms,  severely  wounded;  John  Connor,  2d  class  fireman,  was 
ivwned.  On  the  Jackson,  Alexander  Greenwall,  seaman,  was  severely,  if  not 
bDOaUvg^woQaded. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  enemy  made  another  attack  on  our  pickets  and  drove 
Um  in«  wotmding  two  of  them,  and  succeeded  in  getting  so  close  as  to  fire  on 
ur  dvcks;  but  they  soon  met  with  the  fire  of  five  field  pieces  which  I  had  placed 
r%r  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  which  must  have  inflicted  severe  punishment, 
'ire  desd  bodies  have  since  been  found  and  evidences  of  some  wounded,  from 
hi*  muskets  and  other  arms  thrown  away,  I  suppose,  in  the  retreat.  Since 
lii*n  we  have  fortified  ourselves  so  that  they  cannot  annoy  us  without  getting 
h«:  wont  of  it.  They  have  shelled  our  position,  fired  hot  shot  and  rifled  shot 
:•  aLuidance ;  and  though  they  have  made  some  holes  in  the  mortar  vessels,  we 
Lire  held  our  position,  and  shell  them  out  whenever  we  open  on  them  with 
Doruus. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Commanding  Mortar  FlotiUa. 

Flig-OiEcer  D.  6.  Fabbaout, 

Commanding  Western  Guif  Squadron, 

United'State*  Steamer  Hartford, 
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Reporti  of  Lteutenant  Commanding  Crothy,  of  the  Pinola^  wnd  Lumttn 
Commanding  Woodwortk^  of  ike  J,  P.  Jackwn,  of  the  attack  on  Vkhhvi 
June  28,  1862. 

Unitbd  Statbs  Flag-Smip  Habtpokd, 

Above  Vicktbmrg,  July  a  lS6i 

BiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Lieutenant  CommaDdinir  I 
Croebj,  of  the  attack  on  Yicksborg,  June  28,  1862;  also  the  report  of  Liect 
ant  Commanding  Selim  E.  Woodworth,  commanding  the  gunboat  J.  P.  Jack.-  * 
of  the  same  affair. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT. 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  Western  Oulf  Blockading  Sqmadrm 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Washington.  D.  C 


United  States  Gonboat  Pinola, 

Above  VicIMurgf  June  30,  1861 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  took  my  position  in  line  of  battle  •< 
the  28th  instant  at  3.10  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signals,  and  stood  up  the  lirer  - 
company  with  the  squadron.     At  4  a.  m.  opened  fire  on  the  enemy's  batterit^ 
which  we  continued  until  6.10  a.  m.,  when  we  had  passed  Vicksburg  acd  v'  *< 
beyond  the  range  of  our  stem  guns,  (24-pound  howitzers,)  but  within  ran^  ■ 
the  enemy's  heavy  rifled  guns  for  some  twenty  minutes  after  we  had  ce.t« 
firing.     At  6.40  a.  m.  anchored  above  Vicksburg;  fired  firom  the  11-incb  r^^ 
20  shell, 3  grape,  and  1  shrapnel;  from  the  Parrott  rifle  29  shell;  firom  the  b ■'' 
itzers  13  shell  and  20  shrapnel — total  86.     Owing  to  the  smoke  and  remaii-i^i 
scattered  position  of  the  enemy's  guns,  we  labored  under  great  disadvADta^  ' 
aiming,  which  hindered  us  from  firing  more  rapidly.     The  Bre  from  the  enxr^ 
upon  us  was  very  severe,  owing  in  a  great  measure,  I  think,  to  our  being  'i 
last  vessel  that  passed  their  batteries.     But,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  only  a  v 
shot  struck  us,  one  of  which,  a  heavy  shot,  struck  John  Brown,  ordinary  wainA 
at  the  11 -inch  gun,  seriously  wounding  him;  another,  a  50-pound  rifle  sboi.  c: 
away  the  timber-head  of  the  starboard  after  port;  struck  the  howitzer  and  cat 
riage,  slightly  defacing  the  former  and  slightly  injuring  the  latter;  it  alfo  stri'  l 
the  cabin  hatch,  destroyed  the  barometer  and  thermometer,  and*  landed  in  ri 
port  water-ways;  and,  I  regret  to  say,  it  killed  William  H.  Thomas,  qnarr-r 
gunner  and  captain  of  the  gun,  while  sighting  the  piece,  and  mortallv  voncdv^ 
Thomas  Graham,  landsman,  who  died  in  a  few  minutes  after;  it  mo  iW^hzj 
wounded  William  H.  Shucks,  landsman.    Daniel   Oolleran,  landanan,  «-* 
wounded  by  a  musket  ball,  volleys  of  which  were  fired  at  us  from  bill*  ar''. 
bushes.    We  received  some  four  or  five  large  grape  shot  in  the  hull  jwrt  M^'^ 
the  water-ways.     I  am  happy  to  say  that  neither  the  vessel  nor  guM  were  ti- 
abled.     The  howitzer  continued  firing  after  the  accident,  under  the  direction  •  ? 
Acting  Master's  Mate  William  H.  Thompson,  who,  by  his  brave  example.  r»- 
stored  confidence  to  his  crew,  and  did  great  service  in  the  action. 

I  have  again  the  pleasant  duty  of  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallant  condtit'i « f 
the  oflicers  and  crew  of  this  vessel;  the  spirit  and  zeal  exhibited  in  ibe  pcrtomr 
ance  of  their  duties  on  this  occasion.  John  R.  Tennant,  quartorma3t<»r.  ?t^ 
the  soundings  with  as  much  coolness  as  though  he  had  been  making  an  unbiur^ 
survey.  Mr.  John  McHugh,  our  pilot,  behaved  in  a  remarkably  cool  and  '-t:- 
possessed  manner,  and  gave  me  great  assistance.    Great  eredit  is  doe  yc^ui^'^M^^ 
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B.  Cooke  for  the  efficient  manner  in  wbich  the  gnns  were  worked,  and  for 
pH>d  training  of  the  ship's  company.    Accompanjing  this  report  I  send 
distant  Surgeon  L.  M.  Lyon's  report  of  casualties. 
I  am,  sir,  verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PIERCE  CROSBY, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
lag-Officer  D.  G.  Fabbagut, 
U.  8.  A%  Cmmanding  Western  Divieian  of  United  Statet 

Blockading  Squadron^  Chdf  of  Mearico, 


United  Statbs  Gunboat  Pinola, 

Above  Vtcksburg,  June  30,  1862. 

3f R :  I  have  to  report  to  yon  the  following  aa  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded 
ring  the  late  action  in  itoni  of  Yicksburg  between  our  fleet  and  the  enemy's 
xmes  and  soldiery: 

Killed. — ^William  H.  Thomas,  quarter  gunner. 

Mortally  teounded, — ^Thomas  Graham,  landsman,  (since  dead.) 

SeriouMljf  tDounded. — John  Brown,  ordinary  seaman. 

SMgktly  tooumded, — ^Daniel  GoOeran  and  William  H.  Shucks,  landsmen. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  M.  LYON, 
Auistant  Surgeon,  United  Statet  Napy. 

lieutenant  Commanding  Pibrgb  Cbosbv, 

United  Statee  Navy. 


Unitbo  Statbs  Stbambr  J.  P.  Jacksoiv, 

Of  Vickthurg,  June  30,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  the  United 
catea  steamer  J.  P.  Jackson  during  the  engagement  on  the  morning  of  the  28th 
Ithno  before  Vicksburg.  In  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  position  assigned  me, 
?  your  order,  in  front  of  the  lower  "  water  battery,"  my  vessel  waa  struck  by 
7-inch  rifle  projectile,  which,  entering  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  forwaid 
ttlkhead,  paiiBcd  obliquely  through  the  forward  wheel-house,  destroying  the 
lecl,  and  paused  out  through  the  hurricane  deck,  taking  off  the  right  foot  of 
Q£  of  the  steersmen,  and  wounding  the  left  foot. 

The  vessel  was  for  a  while  rendered  unmanageable,  but,  by  the  aid  of  a  juiy 
Her,  we  were  enabled  to  steer  down  the  river  out  of  the  action,  when  the  signal 
•  njtire  waa  made.  We  received  another  7-inch  rifle  projectUe  in  our  starboard 
rhr«i,  cutting  away  one*half  of  the  bridge  piece  supporting  the  other  end  of 
be  shaft  immediately  under  the  pillar  block.  We  were  struck  slightly  by  two 
Tape  or  other  shot,  doing  no  damage.  We  fired  from  our  guns  during  the  en- 
.'Ti^emeut  117  shot,  shell,  grape,  and  shrapnel.  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that 
he  gallant  conduct  of  my  men  and  officers  during  the  action  met  with  my 
U);Lest  commendations. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  ihe  report  of  Surgeon  Thomaa  Yard,  containing  list  of 
rounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SELIM  E.  WOOD  WORTH, 
Lieutenant  Commandingf  United  States  Navy. 
C^Hunander  D.  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  Mortar  FfotiUa. 
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United  States  Stbambb  J.  P  Jackson, 

Off  VickihiTg,  July  2,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  moming  of  the  28th  Jtaie»  dtmng  an  • 
gagement  with  the  enemy  at  Yickshurg,  a  shot  struck  the  foet  and  leg  of  A) 
anoer  Grenwald,  a  seaman  on  hoard  this  vessel,  wonnding  him  in  such  a  mAiL' 
that  I  was  obliged  to  amputate  his  leg  in  the  lower  third.    I  am  happy  to  iu^ 
that  no  other  accident  of  any  kind  occurred  to- our  officers  or  crew. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  S.  YABD, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Xary 

Lieut.  Commanding  Selim  E.  Woodworth, 

United  States  Steamer  J.  P.  Jackson, 


Engagements  with  the  Ram  Arkansas,  July  15,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg,  July  17,  1862 

Sir:  It  is  with  deep  mortification  that  I  announce  to  the  department  tLi 
notwithstanding  my  prediction  to  the  contrary,  the  iron-dad  ram  ArkanAn^  K 
at  length  made  her  appearance,  and  taken  us  all  by  surprise.  We  had  h*  > 
that  she  was  up  at  Liverpool,  in  the  Yazoo  river,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Li. 
inibrmed  me  that  the  river  was  too  narrow  for  our  gunboats  to  turn,  and  y 
also  shallow  in  places,  but  suggested  that  Flag-Officer  Davis  might  send  up  fos. 
of  his  iron-clad  boats,  which  draw  only  six  or  seven  feet  of  water. 

When  this  was  proposed  to  Flag-Officer  Davis  he  cons^ted  immediatt'lj.  xl 
General  Williams  offered  to  send  up  a  few  sharpshooters.  The  next  m:>niii 
they  went  off  at  daylight,  and  by  six  in  the  moming  we  heard  firing  op  * 
river,  but  supposed  it  to  be  the  gunboats  firing  at  the  flying  artillery,  said  t 
lining  the  river.  In  a  short  time,  however,  the  gunboats  appeared,  and  thr  r^- 
in  pursiiit.  Although  we  were  all  lying  with  low  fires,  none  of  us  had  sco;ira. 
could  get  it  up,  in  time  to  pursue  her ;  but  she  took  the  broadside  of  the  i»  Y. 
fleet.  It  was  a  bold  thing,  and  she  was  only  saved  by  our  feeling  of  secnr 
She  was  very  much  injured,  and  was  only  able  to  drift  or  go  at  the  slowest  fipe*:«. 
say,  one  knot,  and  with  the  current  she  got  down  to  the  forts  of  Vicksbuj]§^  I 
fore  any  of  us  had  steam  up. 

I  hud  a  consultation  with  Flag-Officer  Davis,  and  we  thought  it  best  to  takf 
the  evening,  when  he  dropped  down  to  take  the  fire  of  the  upper  battiir,  al.' 
my  squadron  passed  down  with  the  determination  of  destroying  tlie  ram»  if  ;»*' 
sible;  but,  by  delays  of  getting  in  position,  &c.,  it  was  so  dark  by  the  tim*-  »^ 
reached  the  town  that  nothing  could  he  seen  except  the  flashes  of  the  gun?,  m  f  In:. 
to  my  great  mortification,  I  was  obliged  to  go  down  and  anchor,  with  the  »5i  <  ^ 
my  fleet,  to  protect  the  transports,  mortar-boats,  &c. 

The  ram  is  now  repairing  damages — for  we  put  many  holes  through  lu  •^— 
though   we  do   not  know  the   extent  of  damage  done  to  her.     Be  &?^ar«.  .. 
sir,  however,  that  I  shall  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  destroy  her.    I  nigj'  i ' 
report  that  the  loss  from  this  vessel  was  one  officer  and  two  men  killed,  and  ti  • 
men  wounded.     The  total  loss  in  the  fleet  was  five  killed  and  sixteen  WDttnil>-<> 
I  enclose  herewith  the  fleet  surgeon's  report  of  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  PARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Comd^g  Western  Gulf  Blockading.  S^aJron^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Wej.uss, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy.  Washington^  !>•  CL 


BEPOBT  OF  THE   SECBETABT  OF   THE  NATT.  559 


Flao-Ship  Hartford, 
Beldw  Vtcktburg,  July  16,  1862.    ^ 

liR :  I  respectftilly  report  the  following  list  of  killed  and  wonnded  in  the 
t  during  the  engagements  on  the  15th  instant,  viz : 

Flao-Ship  Hartford. 

Killed, — Qeoi^.H.  Loundsherry,  master's  mate;  Charles  Jackson,  officers' 

k.  and  John  Cameron,  seamen,  oy  cannon-shot. 

Wounded. — Captain  John  L.  Broome,  marine  corps,  and  Thomas  Hoffman, 

onaster's  steward,  severe  contusions ;  John  D.  Barnes,  fireman ,  and  Michael 

nin,  lajidsman,  contusions ;  George  Boyer,  marine,  and  Henry  Downs,  hoy 

phtly. 

Wissahickon. 

EiVed.^^ohn  Garrett,  ordinary  seaman,  hy  a  cannon-shot. 

Wounded. — ^Edward  York,  fireman,  and  Daniel  Hays,  ordinary  seaman,  and 

»eph  Banahan,  landsman,  severely;  James  Bevell,  ordinary  seamen,  slightly. 

Winona. 

Killed.^^ohn  H.  Harway,  landsman,  hy  a  shell. 

Waunded.-^ohn.  Jones,  captain  afterguard,  severely ;  William  Malley,  lands- 

u),  slightly. 

Scioto. 

Wounded.-^ eja!e»  H.  Mathist,  landsman,  and  Peter  Lasher,  ordinary  seaman, 
rerely. 

Richmond. 

Wi/unded. — ^William  Somes  and  William  Nelson,  seamen,  slightly. 

Tutal — 5  killed;  16  wounded. 

I  am*  veiy  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  Fleet  Surgeon. 
Flag-OfficerD.  6.  Farraodt, 

Ccmd^g  Western  Division  Gulf  Blockading  Bquadron. 


•    United  States  Steam-Sloop  Oneida, 

Bdow  Vicksimrg,  July  16,  1862. 

8iR :  I  make  the  following  report  of  the  action  with  the  batteries  and  with 
le  rr«bcl  iron-clad  ram  Arkansas,  last  evening,  in  passing  Yicksburg. 

At  6.40  p.  m.  flag-ship  made  general  signal  1,218 ;  got  under  way,  steaming 
I  nec^B9ary,  whilst  the  fleet  was  formed  according  to  the  plan  for  the  morning 
r  the  2Sth  ultimo.  Benshaw's  mortars  were  now  firing  at  the  batteries.  At 
.55  the  army  mortars  commenced  firing ;  at  7  the  Benton  opened  fire  on  the 
f'w  u[>per  battery ;  at  7.20  passed  two  of  the  army  gunboats — ^now  holding 
iicir  fire  to  allow  us  to  pass— our  fleet  having  formed  and  closed  up ;  at  7.30 
rr-  opened  fire  on  the  new  upper  battery ;  fired,  in  passing,  at  the  upper  bat- 
iirie?.  and  rifle-pits  with  our  batteiy  and  small  arms,  whilst  under  like  fire  from 
he  rebels. 

We  passed  near  the  left  (east)  bank,  stopped  the  engine,  and  drifted  by  the 
'iwn ;  Baw  the  wharf  boat ;  fired  bolts  from  two  rifled  guns  and  solid  shot  from 
h^  two  11-inch  pivot  guns  at  the  Arkansas,  which,  lying  under  the  bank, 


560       BEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETABT  OF   THE  KAVT. 

exposed  her  position  hy  firing.  Stopped  firing  at  7.50,  having  expended  tK 
following  projectiles :  6  shells,  11 -inch,  5"  fuze ;  9  grape,  11-inch ;  2  solid  th.  \ 
11-inch,  (at  the  ram;)  10  shells,  32-poander8,  5"  fuze;  1  stand  32-poanLif 
mpe ;  2  solid  32-pounder  shot ;  16  holts  and  1  shell  horn  the  30-po(mi:< 
I)ahlgren  rifle  guns.  No  casualties  occurred  on  hoard.  The  offioeza  and  ce 
on  the  sick  list  who  were  ahle  to  go  to  their  g^nns  did  so.  Anchored  with  :■. 
fleet 

Respectfully  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 

Flag-Offieer  D.  6.  Faeraout, 

Cammamdimg,  ifc^  ifc. 


Flao-Ship  Habtfobik 
BOouf  Vicksimrg,  July  SS,  1863 

BlE:  I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  these  yessels,  the  Iroqnois,  Richm-.*^  i 
Sciota,  and  Winona,  of  their  passage  down  the  river  from  above  this  place,  aai 
the  encounter  with  the  ram  Arkansas. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfiillj,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT,  l^.Q^fc^r. 
Commanding  Western  Gulf  ElockadiMg  S^[uadrM. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WaMhrngton,  D,  C 


United  States  Flao-Sbip  Hartpobd, 
BeUno  Vick^mrg,  July  16,  1862 

SlE :  Yesterday  morning  about  six  o'clock  firing  was  heard  up  the  rir. 
supposed  to  be  a  reconnoitering  party  engaged  with  the  enemy's  field  artill^ 
up  the  Yazoo  river ;  but  it  proved  that  they  were  engaged  with  the  eneis> 
lam  Arkansas,  which  soon  appeared  coming  round  the  point,  firing  and  Ih  :V: 
fired  into  by  the  different  vessels.  We  gave  her  our  port  broadside  as  she  pa^r^'* 
but  with  wLat  effect  could  not  be  seen.  We  were  loaded  with  5"  shell.  A 
6.45  p.  m.  we  got  underway  and  stood  down  the  river,  when  the  upper  bantrr 
opened.  We  returned  their  fire  as  soon  as  our  guns  would  bear,  ana  contiIiQ^'< 
firing  without  intermission  at  batteries,  ram,  and  riflemen,  until  we  aucbon-c 
below  the  town.  The  officers  and  men  behaved  with  their  accustomed  bra^^o 
and  coolness.  The  two  (officefs)  acting  masters  of  the  powder  dfrisioD  wf 
aick,  but,  under  the  direction  of  Paymaster  G.  F.  Piunket,  and  Sailmaker  JoHk 
A.  Holbrook,  its  duties  w^re  admirably  carried  on.  The  efficiency  of  tbe  ^n*: 
divisions  are,  in  a  great  measure,  due  to  the  drill  of  Actiog  Ifidshipmien  J.  H 
Reed,  E.  G.  Haaeltine,  and  H.  L.  Blake.  We  were  struck  in  the  hull  {m^tctJ 
times,  and  a  9-inch  shell,  that  did  not  explode,  carried  away  our  starboard  i^^- 
topsail  sheet  and  bitts  on  berth  deck.    The  rig^g  was  but  sligfaUy  injomi. 

We  had  killed  Master's  Mate  George  F.  Lounsbenr,  Offieer's  Cwk  Cbvif 
Jackson,  and  John  Cameron,  seaman ;  six  were  wounded. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours,         

R.  WAINWRIGHT,  Commander, 

Commamding  Flag^Skip  Hmtforl 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Faheaout, 

Commandk^  Wutan  Qui/  Bloeiaadimg  Sguadfm. 
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Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Belaw  Vicksburg,  July  16,  1862. 

>|R  :  The  following  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  were  killed  and  wounded 
the  engagement  last  night,  viz : 

Killed, — George  H.  Lounsherry,  master's  mate,  killed  by  a  cannon  ball; 
•irles  Jackson,  officers'  cook,  killed  by  a  cannen  ball ;  John  Cameron,  seaman, 
IhiI  by  a  cannon  ball. 

Hl>tf9f<2^<Z.-r~Thomas  Hoffman,  paymaster's  steward,  struck  in  head  and  chest 
til  pplinters;  John  D.  Barnes,  fireman,  contusion  of  shoulder;  Michael  Martin, 
trl.<;man,  contusion  of  arm,  slightly;  George  Royer,  marine,  contusion  of  arm, 
ihtly ;  Henry  Downs,  boy.  (colored,)  contusion  of  arm,*  slightly ;  Captain 
hii  Broome,  marines,  contusion  of  head  and  shoulder. 
i'otiiL — Killed,  3;  wounded,  6; 
I  am,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  Fleet  Surgeon. 
Commander  R.  Wainwright, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Hartford. 


United  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

Below  Vi^kiburg,  July  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  At  twenty  minutes  after  six  in  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  signal  being 
\(h'  from  the  flag-ship  to  weigh  and  form  the  line  ahead,  (the  Iroquois  being 
fh.Ti'd  to  lead,)  I  was  immediately  under  way,  iind  stood  down  the  river 
'xard  the  mewly  erected  battery,  having  be^n  precluded  about  half  an  hour  by 
h^r-Officor  Davis  and  the  Benton,  with  two  other  iron-clad  gunboats,  whofee 
:•  mictions  were  to  keep  in  play  the  upper  battery,  whilst  we  piissed  on  to  the 
i.u'k. 

At  nt'ven  we  passed  the  head  of  their  line,  and  were  immediately  under  fire, 
Lull  we  returned  at  once ;  and  very  soon  after  the  hill  battery,  in  the  upper 
in  of  the  town,  commenced  its  rakiug  tire,  the  shot  and  shell  Hying  over  us, 
trir  fruns  not  being  sufficiently  deprefseJ.  In  a  short  time  we  were  abreast  of 
ti  town,  from  which  we  received  volleys  of  musketry  and  artillery,  which  we 
lunvd  with  shrapnel  and  grape.  Now  the  lower  hill  batteries  conmienced 
i»'ir  plnuging  fire,  and  at  this  critical  moment  our  worn-out  engines  suddenly 
Mpfifd,  and  wc  drifted  for  twenty  minutes  under  fire,  which,  as  night  was  now 
ttiiij^  in,  was  ill-directed,  and  very  soon  gave  me  no  concern. 

Ai*  we  dropped  down,  the  lower  water  battery,  and  what  I  supposed  might 
\  \\\v  iroD-clad  ram,  opened  upon  us.  This  we  returned  with  solid  shot^  But 
!7h  all  thi»  fire  of  heavy  shot  and  shell  from  the  batteries,  of  musketry  and 
^l<l-pi€*cee  with  which  the  town. was  crowded,  with  the  exception  of  a  6-pound 
M.'ll,  fired  from  a  field-piece,  left  sticking  in  our  side  between  wind  and  water, 
T  (.'Mraped  without  damage. 

\\y  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  our  chief  engineer  the  engine  was  set  going 
^Miti,  and  when  below  their  line  of  fire;  I  turned  and  stood  up  again  for  the 
att4'rie<>%  thinking  the  flag-ship  was  still  above.  But  afterwards,  finding  that 
1  (he  darkness  she  had  passed  below  unobserved  by  us,  I  dropped  down  and 
iichored  beside  her. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yomr  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PALMER,  Commander, 

Flag-Officer  David  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Chilf  Squadron. 

s 36 
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United  States  Stbambr  Richmond, 

Near  Vick^lntrg,  July  16,  lS6:i 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  surgeon'^  report  of  casiui:i 
and  also  those  of  the  hoatswain  and  carpenter,  showing  the  injury  done  Tc  -'? 
vessel  by  the  epemy's  shot  during  the  action  of  last  evening.     £"^^17  o^ic  ■ 
board  behaved  well.     A  careful  lookout  was  kept  for  the  ram  as  we  pi-^ 
but  owing  to  the  obscurity  of  the  night  we  could  not  make  her  out. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ALDEN,  Cbw»w».f> 
Flag-OflScer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Com*d*g  Western  Chdf  Blockading  Squadron,  Fkig-Ship  Hartfoni 


United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 

Below  Vlckshurg,  July  16,  IS^i: 

Sir  :  The  following  are  the  only  cases  of  injury  that  occurred  in  pas.<mi:  * 
batteries  of  Vicksburg  last  evening : 

Wounded, — William  L.  Somes,  seaman,  incised* wound  of  scalp,  not  tfvt r,- 
l^illiam  Nelson,  seaman,  slight  injury  of  right  thumb,  and  contusion  »*( 
knee. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  A.  HENDERSON.  Suree^ 
Commander  James  Alden, 

TJniUd  States  Steamer  Richmond, 


United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 

Off  Vicksburg,  July  16,  186:1 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  injur 
received  by  this  ship  in  action  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  instanU  viz :  T' 
shrouds,  port  mizzen  rigging,  shot  away ;  two  quarter-blocks,  foretopsail  vi.r< 
bands  badly  injured ;  and  port  foot-rope  shot  away ;  brails  and  outhaul  of  splni- 
shot  away,  same  shot  seriously  injuring  the  spaid^er. 
Most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  T.  CHOATE, 
Boatswain,  United  States  Sar^ 
James  Alden,  Esq., 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Richmond. 


United  States  Steamer  Richmond,  July  16. 1662 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  respectftdly  to  state  the  damage  sustained  by  this  vea^ 
off  Vicksburg,  in  the  action  of  the  15th  instant. 

She  was  struck  by  a  shot  on  the  port  side,  at  the  water-line^  under  X«  1 
eunport,  going  in  two  inches  and  glancing  off;  struck  by  a  9>inch  shof  uD(i' 
No.  3  gunport,  two  feet  above  the  berth  deck,  passing  through  plaaking  tiini'  • 
and  ceiling,  breaking  off  one  hanging  and  two  diagonal  knees,  demoli-^hinp 
mess-chest,  and  lodging  on  the  starboard  side.  Between  No.  11  and  13  jni: 
ports  five  grapeshot  struck  the  side  of  the  ship;  one  six-pound  shot  struck  d< a 
the  top  on  the  afteipart  of  No.  12  gunport,  imbedding  itself  in  the  riuibtf; 
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c-ponnd  ehot  struck  on  the. forward  side  of  No.  15  gunport,  burying  itself  in 
K  timber;  one  six-pound  shot  came  through  the  afterport  of  cabin,  carrying 
my  sash,  blinds,  and  bulkhead,  and  lodging-  in  the  signal-room.  A  large 
mber  of  bullets  struck  and  lodged  in  the  side;  the  mainmast  and  steam-pipe 
•re  also  struck  by  Ibullets.  The  foretopsail  yard  was  struck  by  a  shot,  carry- 
g  away  quarter-blocks  and  starting  the  bands. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,'  your  obedient  servant, 

^  H.  L.  DIXON,  Carpenter. 

Commander  James  Aldbn, 

United  States  Steamer  RichmoM, 


United  States  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Above  Vickshurg,  July  15^  1862. 

Sir  :  This  morning,  about  6.10  o'clock,  heavy  firing  was  heard  on  board  this 
i^el  apparently  from  the  direction  of  the  Yazoo  river,,  the  cause  of  which 
M»n  nianifested  itself  in  the  appearance  of  the  gunboat  Tyler,  Lieutenant 
ommanding  Gwinn,  running  before,  and  closely  followed  by,  an  iron-clad  rebel 
\,m — since  ascertained  to  be  the  Arkansas — escaped  out  of  the  Yazoo  river, 
'bin  vessel — of  a  similar  construction  to  the  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  de- 
Toyed  at  Kew  Orleans;  that  is,  with  a  screw  propeller  and  inclined  iron  sides, 
rnied  with  nine  guns — seemed,  from  her  movements,  to  trust  entirely  to  her 
ivulncrability  for  a  safe  run  to  the  cover  of  the  Vicksburg  batteries.  The 
'yler  made  a  running  fight  until  within  our  lines,  when  the  vessels  opened  as 
iifir  grun^  bore,  the  rebel's  speed  diminishing  very  visibly.  This  gunboat  was 
achored  forth  in  line  from  up  river,  without  steam,  and  engines  under  repairs ; 
at  ai«  soon  as  I  heard  the  firing  I  ordered  fire  started  and  steam  to  be  raised 
itli  all  despatch.  My  eleven-inch  gun  being  loaded  with  a  ten-second  shell, 
'hich  I  had  endeavored  in  vain  to  draw,  as  the  rebel  came  within  my  train  I 
T^^  t»trikiDg  him  fair,  but  the  shell  glanced  off  almost  perpendicularly  into  the 
ir  and  exploded.  At  the  same  time  I  opened  a  brisk  fire  with  all  my  small 
ims  against  his  ports,  which,  I  am  confident,  prevented  them  from  manning 
iir  port  guns  till  after  she  had  passed  us.  I  observed  one'  man  in  the' act  of 
ponging  tumble  out  of  the  port,  sponge  and  all,  evidently  shot  by  a  rifle  ball. 
I  found  my  officers  and  men  ready,  but  such  was  the  suddenness  of  ^he  ap- 
«jiraiice  and  passing  of  this  formidable  vessel  of  the  enemy  that  but  little  time 
rait  afforded  for  any  continued  attack  upon  her  with  the  unwieldy  gun  carried 
>y  this  vessel.  After  passing  down  stream  out  of  my  line  of  fire,  which  he 
lid  in  from  four  to  six  minutes,  I  was  unfortunately  only  a  spectator  of  the 
mal  result  of  this  event. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LOWRY, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S,  Gunboat  Sciota. 

Fla^-Officer  D.  G.  Farbagdt, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  Statbs  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Below  Vicksburg,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  made 
Tctfterdaj  at  7  p.  m.,  I  got  under  way  and  took  position  fifth  in  line  and  steamed 
down  the  riven  On  neariug  the  point  opposite  the  city,  found  an  active  bom- 
bardment kept  up  from  the  iron-clad  vessels  of  Flag-Officer  Davis's  fleet,  while 
the  rebels  were  replying  with  great  spirit  from  all  the  hill  and  water  batteries, 
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strengthened  by  large,  bodies  of  sharpshooters  posted  in  rifle-pits  and  in  the 
woods.  As  we  turned  the  point  tire  bullets  began  to  fly  over  ns  Tery  tbiiklj 
We  opened  on  the  riflemen  with  small  arms,  in  the  hands  of  our  sick  aud  dis- 
abled officers  and  men,  who,  too  feeble  to  work  the  heavy  gone,  still  zealonflt 
used  their  little  strength  to  annoy  the  enemy  by  a  return  fire  of  muskeirr 
Our  two  24-pounder  -howitzers  were  worked  rapidly  and  efficiently,  ihrovisi 
shrapnel  into  the  enemy's  troops,  which  were  seen  to  burst  with  good  raDj' 
and  effect.  I  proceeded  under  this  fire  and  the  ci^ss  fire  of  the  Iwitteri**?  r. 
beyond  range,  when  I  rounded  to  and  anchored  at  8.10  p.  m. 

On  passing  Vicksburg  coitld  see  nothing  distinctly  of  the  ram,  thoufrb 
received  a  fire,  as  from  a  battery,  at  or  near  the  level  with  the  wat^r.  A  t>»i] 
from  this  battery  passed  horizontally  through  this  vessel,  tearing  the  mtulf:; 
boat,  cutting  bulwarks  on  port  side,  starting  wood  ends  and  bolte  on  deck,  anj 
finally  bursting  in  the  starboard  spirketing,  tearing  waterways,  covering-l-a'L'i 
futtock  ends  and  timbers,  and  breaking  boat  davit  on  starboard  side.  S^vt-n. 
grape  and  other  shots  passed  through  the  ship,  and  one  heavy  shot  stmck  uslr: 
port  bow — a  plunging,  grazing  shot  from  the  nill  forts. 

I  have  to  report,  and  thankfully  so,  but  two  casualties — ^two  men  womict  1 

as  per  surgeon's  report.     My  officers  and  men  behaved  well  and  bravely. 

•  ••••••  • 

• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LOWRY. 
Ldeutenant,  Commanding  Scidc. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  1?abraglt, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Gunboat  Winona, 

Belouj  Vicksburg^  July  16,  1S62 

• 

*SiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  got  under  way  last  evtniLc 
'  and  passed,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  your  fleet,  from  the  anchorape  al'-^' 
Vicksburg  to  that  below.     All  the  vessels  w^ere  subjected  to  a  heavj*  fire  fn-n 
the  numerous  batteries,  as  also  to  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry.     We  wen*  tnaf .' ! 
to  fire  our  11-inch  gun  but  three  times,  owing  to  having  received  a  shot  on  -i:: 
port  side,  which  started  a  heavy  leak.     Started  our  deck-pumps  immedi.iv  h 
but  finding  the  water  gaining,  ran  in  and  pivoted  the  11-inch  gun  to  starinr. 
to* raise  the  leak  out  of  water;  water  still  gaining,  pivoted  ritfe  gun  to  -ti:- 
board ;  shifted  port  howitzer  over,  and  shifted  shot  and  shell  to  starboard.    M; 
orders  being  to  anchor  at  the  old  anchorage  below  Vicksburg,!  ran  down  t««  li* 
lower  end  of  the  island  and  rounded  to,  with  the  intention  of  anchorin<r.  ''i' 
•  finding  the  leak  still  gaining  fust  on  the  pumps,  the  water  up  to  the  top  of  it- 
ash-pit  doors,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  position  and  nature  of  the   danw;: 
causing  the  leak,  I  deemed  it  the  safest  plan  to  run  the  vessel  on  sboriN  ^^  Ij  »» 
was  done  at  the  foot  of  the  island,  her  bow  in  eight  and  stem  in  eleven  t 
water.     Upon  examination,,  we  found  that  a  shot  had  enteri:d,  just  above  w 
line,  and  close  to  opening  of  outboard  delivery,  breaking  valve  and  ca.'^t-ir -i 
valve-chest.     I  enclose  herewith  report  of  Mr.  Purdy,  senior  engineer  in  cbarp 
Our  other  shot  struck  the  spirketing  in  wake  of  long  port,  but  did  u^yi  pn* 
trate.     One  shell  burst  among  the  crew  of  11 -inch  gun,  killing  one  man  t\\\ 
very  slightly  wounding  two  others.     The  fragments  of  this  shell  tore  up  tu 
deck  waterways,  hatch-combings,  and  gun-carriage,  but  the  injuries  an*  n« 
serious.     In  the  engagement  with  the  iron-clad  gunboat  our  side  was  pi^rfimiri^l 
in  several  places  by  fragments  of  a  shell  which  exploded  near  the  vessel,  wound- 
ing two  men. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  all  on  board.     I  enclose  litrj- 
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tb  reports  of  Afisistant  Surgeon  Matthewson,  of  the  casualties  of  jesterdaj  ; 
o  report  of  ammunitiou  expended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS,  Lieutenant  ComTnanding, 
Fiiig-Officer  D.  G.  Pabraout, 

Oofnmanding  Western  Division  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Gunboat  Winona, 

Below  Vicksburgt  Miss.,  July  16,  1862. 

SiH  :  I  most  respectfully  make  the  following  report  of  the  damages  sustained 
the  engineer's  department  of  this  vessel  in  passing  the  city  of  Vicksburg, 
ly  15,  1862,  vue:  Outboard  delivery  valve-chamber  shot  away  and  shattered 
an  inrepRrable  manner,  thereby  rendering  the  engines  useless  until  the  said 
Ive-cbamber  is  replaced;  oil- tank  destroyed. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  PURDY, 
Second  Assistant  Engineer,  United  States  Navy, 

Lieutenant  Oommanding  E.  T.  Nichols. 


United  States  Gunboat  Winona, 

Near  Vicksburg,  July  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  in  the  engagement  of  tli  is  morning  with  the 
Mi\  iron-clad,  gunboat  Arkansas,  the  following  men  were  wounded  on  board 
5  vessel :  John  Jones,  captain  afte]>guard,  struck  by  splinter  over  left  malar 
n«v  which  contused  the  soft  parts,  but  produced  no  fracture ;  William  Malley , 
id&man,  struck  by  a  splinter,  which  produced  a  contused  wound  over  lef^ 
ipiila,  not  serious  in  its  nature. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  MATTHEWSON,      , 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Navy, 
Edward  T.  Nichols,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 


United  States  Gunboat  Winona, 

Near  Vicksburg,  Jul.y  16,  1862. 

Sir  :   I  respectfully  report  that,  in  the  engagement  of  last  night  with  the  bat- 
•i*'.-*  at  Vicksburg,  John  H.  Harway,  landsman,  was  killed  instantly  by  the 
plosion  of  a  shell  from  the  enemy's  batteries.     No  others  of  the  ship's  com- 
.uy  were  injured  beyond  the  extent  of  slight  bruises  and  scratches. 
Very  respectfuHy,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  MATHEWSON, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Navy, 
Edward  T.  Nichcls,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 


ymmodore  W,  D,  Pof  'cr^s  report  of  reconnoissance,  tvitk  account  of  engage- 
ment  of  the  Anglo- Amrr icon,  on  the  2Sth  of  August,  at  Tort  Hudson,  La, 

United  States  Gunboat  Es^bx, 

Off'  New  Orleans,  September  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  23d  ultimo,  having  remained  o£P 
le  city  of  Baton  Rouge  two  days  after  its  evacuation  by  our  troops,  I  pro- 


♦!i 


566       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY. 

ceeded  up  the  river  to  reconnoitre  reported  batteries  in  progress  at  Port  Hcd 
son,  Jjouisiana,  and  also  coal  my  vessel  at  Bajou  Sara,  the  only  place  1  coal 
obtain  any,  save  New  Orleans.  Arriving  there,  I  found  the  town  entirely  a* 
serted,  and  the  coal  burning:  Sending  a  boat's  crew  on  shore,  they  were  an 
at  by  guerillas  from  the  houses  in  heavy  force.  My  men  drove  them  oat,  as 
burnt  the  buildings  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town  to  prevent  such  being  ti? 
to  protect  the  enemy.  These  guerillas  had  a  few  days  previously  fired  at 
wounded  several  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Sumter.  On  th 
24th  I  was  necessitated  to  send  the  wooden  gunboat  Anglo-American,  whiifc 
had  fitted  out  and  armed,  to  New  Orleans  for  coal,  and  I  again  dropped  d 
the  river  and  awaited  her  return  off  Port  Hudson.  I  could  discover  no  gnn?  -c 
this  place,  but  earthworks  were  in  progress,  and  whilst  destroying  these  I  luJ 
the  misfortune  to  burst  my  heavy  10-inch- gun.  The  Anglo-American  tL- 
arriving,  I  returned  to  Bayou  Sara,  where  we  were  again  fired  at  from  buildkjr 
left,  on  which  I  ordered  those  remaining  to  be  destroyed. 

The  Anglo-American  joined  me  on  the  29th,  and  report<?d  three  batteri*--*  a 
having  opened  on  her  whilst  passing  Port  Hudson.  She  received  seventy-iiirw 
shots  in  her  en  passant.  I  had  received  intimation  that  the  rebel  gnnb>'« 
Webb  was  at  Natchez,  to  which  city  she  had  convoyed  transports  vith  ^w 
plies  from  Red  river.  I  followed  to  that  city,  but  found  they  had  sought  *. 
protection  of  the  Vicksburg  guns.  At  Natchez  a  boat's  crew  from  the  E 
were  sent  on  shore  to  procure  some  ice  for  my  sick,  when  they  were  wanted ^ 
attacked  by  over  two  hundred  armed  citizens,  wounding  the  officer  in  conmi  iri'J 
and  killing  one  and  wounding  five  seamen.  I  immediately  opened  fire  od  *J» 
lower  town,  and  set  a  considerable  number  of  the  houses  from  whence  lii?*^ 
were  firing  on  us  on  fire.  Aft«r  bombarding  the  place  for  an  hour,  the  ma  vui 
unconditionally  surrendered  the  city. 

I  followed  the  rebel  gunboat  Webb  to  .the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  undrr  A 
guns  of  which  she,  with  two  transports,  lay.  Heavy  ordnance  batteries,  ext*-:i'l 
ing  three  miles  ftirther  down  the  river  than  during  the  siege  in  July,  pn*veDt 
my  nearer  approach  to  these  boats.  Having  exchanged  some  shots,  and  ai?f«f 
tained  that  the  upper  fleet  was  not  in  the  vicjnity  of  the  town,  being  ehnrt 
provisions,  my  battery  weakened  by  the  loss  of  two  guns  bursty  and  al? 
short  of  ammunition,  I  determined  (o  steam  down  the  river  to  New  Orleans  i 
supplies,  and,  if  possible,  ascertain  the  strength  of  Port  Hudson  batteries.  li 
the  7th  instant,  at  4.15  a.  m.,  we  were  off  that  place,  and,  on  coming  wirun 
range,  the  enemy  opened  on  us  a  vigorous  fire  with  •heavy  siege  gnm^  Tb< 
Essex  was  struck  with  heavy  shot  fourteen  times.  As  nearly  as  I  can  juilu~ 
the  enemy  had  in  position  from  thirty-five  to  forty  guns  of  10-inch,  9-inch,  aa^ 
S-inch  calibre,  in  three  batteries  commanding  the  river  to  the  extent  of  five  milt-^ 
A  68-pound,  32-pound,  and  also  a  10-inch  shot,  lodged  in  the  Eseex,  but  wtvl 
out  material  damage.  We  were  under  fire  an  hour  and  three-quarters,  dm.. : 
which  time  the  guns  were  worked  well  and  incessantly,  and  I  have  rea.*«4>ii  v 
believe  the  enemy  was  considerably  damaged.  Mr.  J.  Harry  Wyatt,  acting  fouri 
master,  and  my  secretary,  had  coRunand  of  the  forward  battery,  and  his  coo- 
dnct  met  my  entire  approbation. 

A  land  force  will  be  necessary  to  complete  the  destruction  of  this  fort,  whkh 
if  allowed  to  again  be  restored,  would  seriously  interrn^;t  the  free  navigaticm  £•! 
the  Lower  Mississippi 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•     .V^.  D.  PORTER, 
Commodore,  United  States  Xaty. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D,  C 

P.  S.— In  the  various  encounters  I  have  had  since  leaving  Su  Louis  «.ai  lb*' 
last  cruise,  (July  6,)  the  Essex  has  been  struck  by  heavy  ekot  perceptibly  om 
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ttdred  and  twenty-eight  timea — glancing  shot  have  left  no  record;  three  hare 
^ken  the  iron,  and  hnt  one  through,  and  that  at  a  distance  of  a  few  feet  from 
'  ^Mittery  delivering  it.  W.  D.  P. 


United  States  Gunboat  Anolo-Ambrican, 

Off  Bayou  Saraj  Louisiana,  August  29,  1862. 

Sib  :  In  pursnance  of  yonr  order,  I  proceeded  down  stream  on  the  24th 
tant  for  New  Orleans,  arriving  there  On  the  morning  of  the  25th.    We  loaded 

with  coal,  and  lefl  that  city  at  3.15  p.  m.  on  Thursday,  the  28th  instant. 
•thing  of  importance  occurred  until  I  approached  Port  Hudson.  I  noticed 
thworks  had  been  thrown  up  on  the  bluffs  as  well  as  the  water-line,  but  no 
art  being  in  sight,  I  kept  on  for  about  a  mile,  when  another  line  of  earthworks 
-•*  discovered,  as  well  as  indications  of  rifle-pits.  I  immediately  or/iered  my 
e  50'pounder  to  be  fired.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  opened  on  the  boat. 
y  rifle  gnn  unfortunately  could  not  be  used,  as  the  cartridge  had  been  made 
t  hy  a  jnst  passed  heavy  rain.  Orh  howitzer  was  useless,  as  no  ammunition 
il  J  be  obtained  for  it  at  New  Orleans.  We  were  now  just  abreast  of  the* 
t' mentioned  earthworks,  the  enemy's  guns  playing  on  us  with  great  rapidity, 
rould  0ee  two  d2-pounder  cannon  and  eighteen  field-pieces,  6  and  12  pounders. 
)e  fire  was  so  heavy  on  my  frail  wooden  boat,  that  had  it  not  been  a  matter 

ardent  necessity  to  reach  you,  I  should  have  dropped  back,  as  I  had  no 
:»t«ction  for  the  machinery,  and  the  fire  was  so  heavy  that  the  firemen  were 
ivtf^D  from  their  ^ost.     I  determined,  from  the  importance  of  the  case,  to  push 

and  rejoin  you,  if  possible.     I  am  happy  to  report  we  succeeded. 
The   following  casualties  occurred :  Mr.  Parker,  pilot,  severely  wounded  in 
\i  back  from  a  bursting  shell,  and  James  Banes,  seaman,  slightly  wounded  by 
Hnter  over  the  eye.     We  received  seventy-three  shots — fifteen  heavy  shots, 
e  balance  12-pounder  and  grape.     One  32-pounder  struck  the  upright  brace 

the  walking  beam,  breaking  it  in  two. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  here  state  the  gallant  conduct  of  Mr.  H.  Glasford,  execu- 
r<>  officer,  and  Mr.  B.  S.  Williams,  pilot,  who  never  left  their  post  of  danger, 
id,  by  their  energy  and  coolness,  contributed  to  the  saving  of  the  boat.  Mr. 
illt'r,  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Parker,  third  master,  and  Mr.  Jacobi,  of  the  Essex, 
[  tltd  their  duty  nobly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  RILEY, 
Cofnmanding  Gunboat  Anglo- American. 
Commander  W.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  belmv  Vickshurg, 


Destruction  of  the  ram  Arkansas, 

FlaoShip  Hartford, 

Baton  Rouge,  August  7,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  one  of  the  happiest  moments  of  my  life  that  I  am  enabled  to 
iorm  the  department  of  the  destruction  of  the  ram  Arkansas ;  not  because  I 
rid  the  iron-clad  in  such  terror,  but  because  the  community  did. 

( >n  tlie  4th  instant  I  sent  the  Tennessee  up  to  Baton  Rouge  with  provisions 
ir  <%>mniander  Porter  and  the  gunboats  stationed  at  that  place.  On  the  night 
f  thi*  5th  she  returned  with  the  information  that  the  enemy  had  made  a  com- 
in«nl  attack  upon  Baton  Rouge  by  the  ram  and  two  gunboats,  the  Webb  and 
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Music,  and  calling  for  assistance.     At  dajlight  the  Hartford  wzb  under  war  t  >] 
tkifi  place,  with  orders  for  the  other  vessels  to  follow  me  as  fast  as  readv. 

I  arrived  here  to-day  at  12  m.,  in  company  with  the  Brooklyn.  Wt*t£fri ' 
Clifton,  Jackson,  and  Sciota.  I  had  sent  the  Cayuga  up  before  me,  agre^^bli 
♦o  a  request  of  General  Butler,  in  consequence  of  the  guerillas  firing  into  fr<.«3i 
of  his  transports.  On  my  arrival  I  was  informed  by  Commander  W.  D.  T*'tn- 
that  yesterday  morning  at  2  o'clock  the  enemy's  forces,  under  General  BrK'ki 
ridge,  attacked  General  Williams,  drove  in  his  pickets,  &c.  Gi*neral  Wili:.iaj 
having  had  ample  warning,  was  all  prepared  for  him.  The  fight  was  conti:'U< 
with  great  energy  on  both  sides  until  10  a.  m.,  by  which  time  the  ent^my  l  •. 
been,  driven  back  two  or  three  miles ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  gallant  G»-n- 
Williams,  while  cheering  on  his  men,  received  a  Minie  ball  through  his  lit-an 

Genera]  Williams  had  informed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bansom  the  e^  *vi'. 
before  of  his  plans,  and  requested  him  not  to  ^le  a  gun  until  he  notified  L  z 
and  when  he  did  so,  our  gunboats — the  Kineo   ana  Katahdin — opene^i  ^ .'] 
fine  effect,  throwing  their  shells  directly  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  pmduc.- 
great  dismay  and  confusion  among  them.     Lieutenant  Ransom  had  an  officer 
the  State-house,  which  overlooks  the  adjacent  country,  and  could  direct  tbf  tir 
pf  every  shell. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  Commander  Porter,  with  the  gunb«5.H*> 
went  up  stream  after  the  ram  Arkansas,  which  was  lying  about  five  mile;^  aK ' 
apparently  afraid  to  take  her  share  in  the  conflict,  according  to  the  precouctr 
plan.     As  he  came  within  gunshot  he  opened  on  her,  and  probably  soon  Hi" 
abled  some  of  her  machinery  or  steering  apparatus,  for  she  became  unnuuw- 
able,  continuing,  however,  to  fire  her  guns  at  the  Essex. 

Commander  Porter  says  he  took  advantage  of  her  presenting  a  we^  ]:»••:- 
towards  him,  and  loaded  with  incendiary  shells.     After  his  first  dischar^t  ■ 
this  projectile,  a  gush  of  fire  came  out  of  her  side,  and  firom  that   momr:<: 
was  discovered  that  she  was  on  fire,  which  he  continued  his  exertions  to  pn-w-. 
from  being  extinguished.     They  backed  her  ashore  and  made  a  line  fast,  wbii 
soon  burnt,  and  she  swung  off  into  the  river,  where  she  continued  to  bum  i^' 
she  blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion,  thus  ending  the  career  of  the  :/.• 
iron-clad  ram  of  the  Mis^sissippi.     There  were  many  persons  on  the  banks  of  tir 
river  witnessing  the  fight,  in  which  they  anticipated  a  triumph  for  Soecj^sia;  Ic- 
on the  return  of  the  Essex  not  a  soul  was  to  be  seen. 

I  will  leave  a  suflBcient  force  of  gunboats  here  to  support  the  army,  and  ^il 
return  to-morrow  to  New  Orleans,  and  depart  immediately  for  Ship  island,  wni' 
a  light  heart  that  I  have  le£L  no  bugbear  to  torment  the  communitie:*  oi  tL 
Mississippi  in  my  absence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  j«ervant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer f  Comfnanding  Western  Gttlf  Blockading  Squajlnm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Nat^y,  Washington  ^  2>.  C. 


On  Gunboat  Ersex. 
Of  Baton  Rouge,  August  6,  IS6'1 

Sir  :  This  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  I  steamed  up  the  river,  and  at  10  o'clock  At- 
tacked the  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  and  blew  her  up.  There  is  not  now  a  fragm'  ti 
of  her  left. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER, 
Com* ding  Division  of  Flotilla  in  Western  Wixteri^ 

Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farhaout. 
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United  States  Gunboat  Kinko, 
Off  Baton  RougCy  Louisiana,  August  6,  1862. 

IB:  J  have  to  report  that  a  vigorous  attack  was  made  upon  our  forces  at  this 
<•  y<r«terdaj  morning,  at  about- 5  o'clock,  by  a  strong  rebel  force,  said  to  be 
i)naii<lcd  by  General  Breckinridge. 

Mi«-  l^ineo  and  Katahdin  were  placed  immediately  in  a  position,  previously 
:i*uUk1  to  me  by  General  Williams,  to  protect  his  right  flank ;  but  his  lines 
"p  H4*  inucbextendc'd,  and  so  completely  covered  the  enemy's  approach,  that 
;;uiis  could  not  be  made  available  with  safety  to  our  troops  at  any  time 
ifig  the  morning,  In  the  afternoon,  however,  we  were  notified  of  such 
a;^t-»  in  the  relative  positions  of  the  two  forces  that  we  were  enabled  to  open 
rh  ti-etuendous  eflFect,  we  are  infoiined)  upon  the  enemy's  left  wing,  which 
L!»«*cl  him  to  withdraw  in  much  haste,  and  to  fall  back  several  miles. 
r'.tirly  in  the  morning,  soon  after  the  attack  had  been  commenced,  the  smoke 
k  ^K^uner,  supposed,  from  information  received  the  previous  evening,  to  be  the 
r\  Arkftneas,  was  observed  moving  rapidly  down  the  river  towards  the  bend 
t  above  this  place.  It  stopped  about  a  mile  above  the  bend,  and  remained 
tre,  sometimes  apparently  moving  up  a  little,  then  down  again,  during  the 
r  unci  night. 

Lale  in  the  afternoon  she  was  joined,  apparently,  by  two  other  steamers, 
idgin^  by  smoke,)  which  separated  from  her  this  morning,  moving  up  the 
er.  Xhe  Ess^x,  accompanied  by  the  .Cayuga  and  Sumter,  then  moved  up 
irarda  the  bend ;  finally  a  general  signal  was  made  by  the  former,  agreeably. 
which  the  Kineo  and  !|^atahdin  followed.  Upon  drawing  near  to  the  bend, 
w«'ver,  some  lines  of  white  smoke  having  been  observed  in  the  rear  of  the 
y.  it  vrats  deemed  advisable  for  the  two  latter  to  return  to  their  station  for  the 
otrction  of  the  troops. 

By  this  time  it  had  been  discovered  that  the  Arkansas  was  on  fire.  Subse- 
lently  it  had  been  ascertained,  I  believe,  that  she  had  suddenly  become  help- 
ih  therQ  by  some  failure  of  her  engines;  and  seeing  our  approach,  so  formidable 
her  in  her  crippled  condition,  doubtless  they  set  her  on  fire  and  abandoned 
sr.  About  1  o'clock  her  magazine  exploded,  and  the  ram  Arkansas  was  ex-' 
wt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  RANSOM,  Lieutenant  Communding, 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Chdf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Gunboat  Katahdin, 

Off  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  August  6,  1862. 

Sir:  The  anticipated  attack  of  the  enemy  on  this  place,  of  which  I  made 
neniion  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  5th. 
u  c  »ns*pquence  of  the  line  of  our  troops  being  so  extended,  the  Katahdin  could 
I  nd(>r  uo  atfsidtance  to  the  place  until  afternoon. 

During  yenterday  afternoon  the  Kineo  and  Katahdin  shelled  the  enemy,  firing 
il»*An  over  the  town  into  his  varj  camps.  This  we  were  enabled  to  do  by  means 
>f  a  «vstem  of  signals  established  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ransom,  on  the 
;ow»»r  of  the  State-house,  which  corrected  our  aim.  Our  shells  did  fine  execu- 
tion, and  drove  the  enemy  from  his  position  and  determined  him  to  a  retreat,  he 
baring  been  repulsed  by  our  troops  under  General  Williams  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  day. 
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The  only  way  we  can  operate  is  by  firing  at  extreme  elevation,  dean  <.vf 
the  town  of  Baton  Eooge. 

This  morning  Commander  Porter,  in  the  Essex,  accompanied  by  the  CUjti^ 
and  Sumter,  started  up  to  attack  the  Arkansas.     The  Katahdin  and  Kirtf 
remained  at  their  stations,  near  the  State-house,  but  were  subsequently  signal, 
to  follow  up  and  close  in  with  the  other  vessels ;  but  when  nearly  np  ^th  t 
enemy,  appearances  indicated  an  attack  on  the  town,  and  we  were  a^ain  ord 
back  to  our  stations.     In  the  mean  tim(f  the  Essex  engaged  the  Arkansa? 
about  an  hour,  when  the  latter  was  fired,  deserted,  and  at  1  p.  m.  blew  up,  n 
a  terrific  explosion. 

For  some  unexplained  reason,  the  two  consorts  of  the  Arkansas  left  eaHy  \ 
the  morning,  and  advantage  was  taken  of  their  absence  to  engage  the  ram. 

We  have  thus  had  a  bloodless  victory ;  but  the  timely  arrival  of  the  Cayn* 
and  our  approach  in  force  no  doubt  had  a  good  moral  effect,  as  the  ram  Hi 
badly  managed  and  made  a  poor  fight. 

The  enemy  are  still  hovering  in  the  rear  of  this  place.  Information  is  ret-wTe 
that,  besides  the  6,000  troops  already  in  this  vicinity,  4,000  are  approacLis 
from  Manchac,  and  others  from  Vicksburg.  I  keep  in  constant  commonicatb 
with  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  troops  here,  ready  to  open  fire  when  h& 
where  he  may  desire. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 
Jjumttnant  KjommandiM^ 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Camd^g  Weitem  Gu!/ Blockading  Squadron^  New  Orleans,  Lm. 


United  States  Gunboat  Essex, 

Off  Baton  Rouge,  August  6,  186:2 

Sir:  Ou  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  I  was  informed  by  General  WilJijio^ 
that  the  rebels,  in  considerable  force,  under  Greneral  Breckinridge,  were  morin'i 
on  this  place.  The  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  with  two  gunboats,  the  Webb  aat: 
Music,  were  also  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  to  support  the  attack  of  the  n*i«l 
army.  I  made  such  a  disposition  of  the  naval  force  under  my  command  a^  ] 
thought  would  give  the  most  aid  to  our  small  force  on  shore. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  at  1  o'clock,  the  enemy  made  an  attack  ••i 
our  land  forces  and  drove  in  the  left  wing  of  our  army,  killing  General  Williiinu-. 
Our  men  retreating,  I  opened  fire  with  ^hot  and  shell  over  them  on  the  advarn :  :.*| 
enemy,  and  turned  them  back. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  simhltaneous  attack  by  land  an'l 
water;  but  the  fire  from  the  Essex  and  other  gunboats  driving  the  enemy  back. 
evidently  disconcerted  their  plans. 

Though  not  making  her  appearance,  I  had  information  of  the  vicinity  of  th«' 
ram  Arkansas;  and  this  morning  I  determined  to  steam  up  the  river  and  atia^  k 
her,  and,  if  possible,  prevent  her  rendering  further  assistance  to  the  land  forrt-^ 
she  was  co-operating  with.  At  1-0  a.  m.  I  came  in  sight  of  her,  at  aboat  tbi 
distance  of  half  a  mile,  and  immediately  opened  fire.  After  an  action  of  aK^*:* 
twenty  minutes  I  succeeded  in  setting  fire  to  her,  and  at  meridian  she  blew  up 
with  a  tremendous  explosion. 

The  Arkansas  had  a  crew  of  180,  and  mounted  ten  guns,  (six  8-inch  and  f^>ur 
50-pound  rifles.)  This  vessel,  the  Essex,  mounts  seven  guns,  and  hail  oi'l^ 
forty  men  on  duty  at  the  time  of  our  going  into  action.     My  first  mAi*te«r,  R-  K 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.       571 

ey,  wajs  in  sick  hospital,  and  his  place  was  supplied  by  Second  Master  David 
rtor  Rosenmiller,  who  conducted  himself  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 
I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER, . 
Commanding  Division  of  Flotilla  in  Western  Waters. 
Efon.  GiuisoN  Wbllbs,    .  • 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag'  Officer  Farragut  gives  rebel  reports  of  the  Arkansas, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans f  August  10,  1862. 

:>IR  :  Since  forwarding  the  reports  of  Lieutenants  Fairfax,  Ransom,  and  Roer 
f'  have  picked  up  a  number  of  prisoners  from  the  ram  Arkansas,  all  of  whom 
Lave  catechised  very  closely.  They  agree  very  well  respecting  her  exit  from 
.e  Yazoo,  and  her  passing  the  fleets ;  they  also  agree  as  to  the  number  of 
lied  and  wounded  on  each  of  these  occasions,  making  in  all  eighteen  killed 
id  a  large  number  of  wounded.  At  Vicksburg  they  plated  the  deck  with  iron, 
id  fortified  her  with  cotton  inside.  She  then  came  down  in  command  of  Lieu- 
tjant  H.  K.  Stevens,  (Brown  having  been  taken  sick  at  Vicksburg,)  with  the 
itcntion  of  making  a  combined  attack  with  General  Breckinridge  upon  Baton 
;ouge;  but  her  port  engine  broke  down.  They  repaired  it  in  the  cpurse  of  the 
ay,  and  went  out  to  meet  the  Essex  the  next  morning,  when  they  saw  her 
>miRg  ap ;  but  the  starboard  engine  gave  way,  and  they  ran  her  ashore,  she 
**\n^  perfectly  unmanageable.  * 

They  say  that  when  the  gunboats  were  seen  coming  up,  and  the  Essex  com- 
ience<l  firing,  the  captain  set  the  ram  on  fire  and  told  the  crew  to  run  ashore, 
"hey  also  state  that  the  gunboats  Webb  and  Music  were  sent  for  to  tow  her  up 
he  river,  but  they  did  not  arrive,  and  neither  of  them  had  been  seen.  This  is 
b«»  statement ;  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  qflhe  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Ffag*  Officer  Farragut  reports  bombardment  of  the  toton  of  Donaldsonville. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  August  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  inform  the  department  that  at  the  town  of  Donaldson ville> 
r>n  the  Missismppi,  they  have  pursued  a  uniform  practice  of  firing  upon  our 
steamers  passing  up  and  down  the  river.  I  sent  a  message  to  the  inhabitants 
that  if  they  did  not  discontinue  this  practice  I  would  destroy  their  town.  The 
kflt  time  I  passed  up  to  Baton  Rouge  to  the  support  of  the  army,  I  anchored 
aWitft  six  miles  above  Donaldsonville,  and  heard  them  firing  upon  the  vessels 
coming  up,  first  upon  the  Sallie  Robinson  and  next  upon  the  Brooklyn.  In  the 
latter  case  they  made  a  mistake,  and  it  was  so  quickly  returned  that  they  ran 
away. 

The  next  night  they  fired  again,  upon  the  St.  Charles.  I  therefore  ordered 
them  to  riend  their  women  and  children  out  of  town,  as  I  certainly  intended  to 
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destroy  it  on  my  way  down  the  river;  and  I  fiilfilled  my  promise  to  a  cert* 
extent. 

I  burnt  down  the  hotels  and  wharf  buildings,  also  the  dwelling'-Lon**-  si 
other  buildings  of  a  Mr-  Philippe  Landry,  who  is  said  to  be  a   captain 
guerillas.     He  fired  upon  our  men,  but  the}'  chased  him  off.     We  al?o  l>r*»T.irl 
off  some  ton  or  twelve  of  his  negroes,  and  supplied  ourselves  with  cattle  .'.l 
sheep  from  his  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sqaadrf'- 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Eingagemefit  between  the  ram  Arkansas  and  tlie  Essex  and  Colonel  Ellefh  rnu 

on  the  \bth  July,  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford. 

New  Orleans,  Jvly  29,  ISiJ:? 

Sir:  I  am  happy  to  inform  the  department  that  I  arrived  here  yei*ti*r.i. 
about  noon,  with  the  ships  Brooklyn,  Richmond,  and  Hartford,  and  gun)'' i 
Pinola  and  Kennebec,  the  other  gunboat*,  excepting  tli^  Katahdin  ana  Kir« 
left  at  Baton  Rouge  for  the  protection  of  the  troops,  having  preceded  me. 

On  the  20th  instant  I  received  the  order  of  the  department  to  drop  the  s*. ; 
down  the  river,  and  not  to  risk  them  before  the  batteries  more  than  p<Hr.'  ] 
The  river  had  fallen  very  much,  and  my  anxiety  was  great  that  I  t*liouliJ  i> 
be  able  to  get  the  large  ships  down.     Unfortunately,  the  iron-clad  ram  Arkau-.  • 
came  down  on  the  15th,  before  I  received  your  order,  and  her  commander  U;ic 
satisfied  by  the  reception  we  gave  her  that  she  was  not  shot-pTx>of,  kept  L- : 
close  in  under  the  forts,  which  are  mounted  with  8  and|10  inch  eolumblid!* :  i 
50-pounder  rifles.     Still,  Flag-Officer  Davis  was  determined  that  as  Conimau«]' 
W.  D.  Porter  thought  his  vessel,  the  Essex,  was  ehot-proof,  he  would  makr  ♦- 
attack  on  the  ram  and  drive  her  down  to  us  or  destroy  her.     He  bad  al«o  d<'t'  r 
mined  to  let  the  Sumter  run  at  her,  and  to  let  Colovel  Ellet  also  attack' b<*r  ^^tii 
one  of  his  rams.     The  ram  lay  between  the  two  forts,  at  the  upper  bend  <•!  tli* 
river,  about  four  miles  above  the  fleet. 

It  was  stipulated  that  I  was  not  to  pass  up  the  river,  but  be*  ready  to  hhm  iv- 
her  if  she  attempted  to  come  down.  Unfortunately,  the  attack  was  a  failup 
The  Essex  ran  at  the  ram,  but  being  so  clumsy,  they  let  the  bow  of  the  r^i. 
swing  off  from  the  shore  so  that  the  Essex  ran  fai?t  aground ;  but  she  deliveR'J 
her  three  9-inch  guns  into  the  ram  at  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  fw\*  a;j<i 
those  Vho  saw  the  ram  afterwards  say  she  had  a  large  hole  kuocke-d  into  htr. 
Colonel  EUet's  ram  also  ran  at  the  iron-clad,  but  the  fire  from  the  forts  and  rai-' 
so  damaged  her  that  it  was  with  difliculty  she  got  back  to  her  anchoragis  ena 
it  was  only  remarkable  that  she  was  not  destroyed.  We  do  not  know  that  ^b  • 
damaged  the  ram.     The  Sumter,  from  some  misunderstanding,  did  not  go  io. 

This  was  a  daring  act  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Ellet,  and  one  from  which  bf»rli 
Flag-Officer  Davis  and  myself  tried  to  deter  him. 

The  Essex,  after  she  got  afloat,  ran  down  to  our  fleet  through  a  storm  of  ?1'"T 
and  shell ;  and  strange  to  say,  not  a  shot  struck  her  after  she  left  the  upper  i^^nt. 
She  was  only  penetrated  by  three  projectiles  from  the  ram  and  forfc*,  viz :  <"' 
9-inch  and  one  50-pound  rifle  solid  shot,  and  one  50-pound  conical  shell.  Th^ 
last  went  through  the  casemates  about  six  feet  from  the  forward  comer,  and  tu- 
ploded  inside,  killing  one  man  and  wounding  three,  which  wa^  nearly  nil  fb< 
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i^igf^  dono  the  crew.  The  9-inch  solid  shot  penetrated  the  forward  case- 
t;  nearly  amidehip,  passed  through  the  Iron,  hut  did  not  go  through  the  wood. 
'  50-poander  rifle  passed  through  the  port  quarter  and  lodged  in -the  ward- 
D»  doin^  no  harm;  hut,  of  course,  each  of  these  shots  started  the  wood  and 
considferablj,  and  other  shot  in  the  same  vicinity  would  have  done  much 

waited  a  day  or  two  for  General  Williams  to  make  his  preparations  for 
in^,  as  be  had  determined  to  do  so,  not  having  well  men  enough  to  take 
»  of  the  sick  ones.  When  all  was  ready  I  settled  with  Flag-Omcer  Davis 
I  Commander  W.  D.  Porter  was  to  take  charge  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
r*  with  the  Essex  and  Sumter.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  this  force  suffi-^ 
kt,  for  there  are  two  gunboats  in  the  Red  river  and  two  in  the  Yazoo.  I 
<aiiie  Flag-Officer  Davis  will  destroy  those  in  the  Yazoo,  and  my  gunboats 
.-cd  the  Music  and  Webb  up  the  Red  river,  but  drew  too  much  water  to  go 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

clou.  OiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


gagcment  of  the  mortar  schooners  with  the  ram  Arkansas,  on  the  22d  July,, 

1862.  '  , 

United  States  Steameu  Westpield, 

New  Orleans,  July  28,  1862. 

^^IR;  On  the  21st  instant  Flag-Oflicer  Farragut  directed  me  to  place  the 
irtiir  j^chooners  in  a  position  to  open  fire  on  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  in- 
tiotine;  tne  at  the  same  time  not  to  commence  the  attack  until  the  firing  began 
^^i  the  upper  batteries  upon  the  steamers  of  Flag-Officer  Davis's  fleet,  which 
jn«lrr!*tood  were  coming  down  to  engage  them,  while  the  iron-clad  steamer 
M  \,  Commander  W.  D.  Porter,  would  endeavor  to  destroy  the  ram  Arkansas. 
Th*:  mortar  schooners  were  placed  in  the  position  they  occupied  during  the 
iTitr  bombardment  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  from  3,700  to  4,000  yards 
•m  tlie  lower  batteries.  At  5  a.  m.  ou  the  22d  they  opened  fire,  and  con- 
iumI  throwing  shells  until  the  Essex  had  passed. 

The  ships  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut  not  having  taken  positions  to  engage  the 
(t<'ri*'s,  1  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mortar  schooners  with  the  Westfield 
nlv  to  assist  them  should  it  be  necessary. 

At  5.45  I  made  signal  to  retire  from  action,  and  the  schooners  dropped  down 
llu'ir  former  position. 

<  hi  this,  as  upon  all  other  occasions,  when  the  mortars  have  been  engaged, 
v\y  fin;  was  rapid  and  accurate,  but  the  results  were  different,  owing,  I  pre- 
iTiLs  to  so  few  of  them  being  engaged  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  was  putting 
nh  his  utmost  energy  to  destroy  the  gallant  Essex. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  ^   '  ,  W.  B.  RENSHAW, 

Commanding  Division  of  Mortar  Flotilla,  operating  with 

Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

U.^n.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C 
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Commander  TV.  B,  Renshaw's  report  of  operation*  of  mortar  flotULa  prn  -u 
to  and  during  the  bombardment  on  the  15>th  of  July^  1862. 

United  States  Stbambb  Westfielu, 

Mississippi  River,  July  23,  \Sw^ 

6iR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operatiaos^or  i: 
•diTision  of  the  mortar  flotilla  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  previous  t«'  il 
during  the  bombardment  of  the  15th  instant. 

About  7  a.  m.  constant  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  cotnf •:..:< 
fleets  of  Flag-Officers  Farragut  and  Davis,  anchored  a  few  miles  aborf*  V»ck 
burg,  and  shortly  after  intelligence  was  received  that  the  rebel  iron-clHd  r-j 
Arkansas  was  endeavoring  to  and  would  probably  succeed  in  passing  the  a  - 
Signal  was  immediately  made  from  this  steamer  to  the  mortar  (schooners  to  \r* 
pare  to  get  und^way.  At  8  a.  m.  the  ram  was  discovered  coming  fI"^  I 
around  the  point,  when  I  made  signal  to  the  schooners  to  get  under  way  il  i^ 
diately,  slipping  the  cable  of  flbis  steamer  at  the  same  time  to  give  them  ^^-  *^ 
ance  should  they  squire  it. 

The  schooner  Sidney  C.  Jones,  Acting  Master  Jack,  (which  had  been  2L^h>- 
since  a  few  days  after  the  fleet  passed  the  batteries,  and  by  the  receding  ri' 
left  with  but  a  few  feet  of  water  under  her,)  was  lying  in  a  defenceless  jKig:n'»i 
rendering  it  proper  that  immediate  preparations  should  be  made  to  dej^trov  b 
should  the  ram  continue  on  her  course  down  the  river.     I  was  about  n^ik:!. 
signal  to  Apting  Master  Jack  to  be  ready  to  blow  her  up,  when  be  made  ^vp^- 
**  Shall  I  destroy  V*     At  this  time  the  ram  was  observed  going  alongside  nf  :r 
bank  at  Vicksburg,  and  the  necessity  for  immediate  action  having  ct^a^^o 
answered  the  signaJ  by  directing  him  to  "  get  ready." 

After  the  schooners  had  successfully  dropped  down  some  di2«tance  beU»^  ti 
Brooklyn,  under  the  cover  of  whose  guns  they  could  alone  be  protect^-., 
steamed  up  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  giving  specific  directions  to  Acui: 
Master  Jack,  and  to  reconnoitre  the  ram.     Upon  the  way  I  met  Gr«neral  W 
liams  and  stafi,  riding  along  the  bank,  and,  hailing  him,  requested  to  know  it  h 
intended  embarking  his  command.     Being  answered  in  the  negative,  I  requt^t  < 
him  to  allow  one  of  his  artillery  oflicers  to  go  on  board  the  stranded  schfN>ii^. 
and  make  such  a  distribution  of  her  powder  as  to  insure  her  mortar  bein^  bl"« 
into  deep  water,  (a  distance  of  only  a  few  feet,)  should  it  become  nece^«^u7  ' 
fire  her.    The  request  was  cheerfully  complied  with,  and,  passing,  I  soon  reacli'^ 
and  hailing  the  schooner  at  a  distance  of  not  more  than  twenty -fire  yard- 
easy  conversing  distance-— directed  Acting  Master  Jack  to  make  preparafi  l| 
to  blow  her  up,  and  that  an  artillery  officer  would  come  on   board  to  in.«^mK 
him  in  relation  to  the  manner  the  powder  should  be  placed  to  insure  the  niomj 
being  blown  into  deep  water;  but  that  he  must  not  blow  her  up  until  he  recti^" 
orders  from  me,  or  the  ram  was  actuaHy  coming  doton  upon  him. 

These  instructions  were  clearly  understood  by  him  at  the  time,  and.  tWhn. 
assured  they  would  be  strictly  complied  with,  I  proceeded  a  short  distancf  tJi 
ther  up  the  river  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  ram.  Satisfying  mys<?!t'  th* 
she  was  seriously  injured  by  her  conflict  with  the  fleet,  I  fired  two  rifle  sh>»c>  i^ 
her,  and  ran  down  the  river  to  commmiicate  with  Captain  Bdl  and  infons  L'a 
of  the  result  of  my  observations,  and  upon  communicating  wiUi  him,  rec<M«^*"^ 
an  order  from  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  directing  me  to  bring  the  mortars  tp  !»**' 
npon  iJie  batteries  immediately,  as  he  was  coming  down  with  the  fleet  to  ^tufi 
them  and  endeavor  to  destroy  the  ram. . 

All  the  steamers  of  the  flotilla,  with  the  exception  of  the  Westfield.  Ih-iu: 
absent,  towing  the  twelve  schooners  accompanying  Captain  Porter  dovu  ti' 
river.  I  applied  to  Captain  Bell  to  order  the  United  States  steamer  Kensiu^t^'^ 
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).^^sil^t  iBe  in  getting  the  mortar  schooners  into  position,  and,  in  reply,  was 
>rzne€l  that  the  army  transport  Laurel  Hill  would  tow  up  two  of  them. 
rhij?  WA»  all  the.  assistance  I  required  to  promptly  execute  the  order  I  had 
I'iv'fd;  and  to  carry  it  out,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Commanding  K.  R. 
-vd4:*«  in  hi^  boat,  to  superintend  the  placing  of  the  schooners,  and  at  the  same 
t«*  to  look  after  the  S.  G.  Jones,  and  be  ready  to  give  proper  directions  should 

ntm  unexpectedly  move.  He  had,  however,  scarcely  left  to* perform  this 
ry  iwlicn,  to  my  surprise  and  great  regret,  the  S.  0.  Jones  was  blown  up, 
ibout  any  movement  of  the  ram  occurring  to  justify  it. 
i^'hrt^e  flchooners  were  then  taken  in  tow  by  this  steamer  and  placed  in  posi- 
u  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  a  little  below  where  thVy  were  stationed  dur- 
r  tbti  previous  bombardment,  the  batteries  on  the  V^icksburg  side  opening  fire 
>(kljr  at  the  same  time. 

Till.'  Laurel  Hill  not  having  started  with  her  tow,  I  was  obliged  to  return 
wii  the  river  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and  was  informed  by  her 
puiiu   that  he  "  had  parted  his  hawser,  and,  consequently,  could  not  tow." 

fifteen  minutes  afterwards  we  were  under  way,  with  the  two  remaining 
lior>nera,  and  at  3.30  p.  m.  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  all  the  mortars  in 
litiocu 

The  fir»t  three  schooners — the  John  Griffith,  Acting  Master  Henry  Brown 
mmanding ;  the  Henry  Janes,  Acting  Master  James  W.  Pennington  com- 
uiding;  and  the  Oliver  H.  Lce^  Acting  Master  Washington  Godfrey  com- 
uiding — ^had  already,  at  1.30  p.  m.,  opened  fire  from  their  mortar^,  and  at  the 
ur  we  arrived  with  the  Orvetta,  Acting  Master  F.  E.  Blanchard  commanding, 
id  tho  Sarah. Bruen,  Acting  Master  A.  Christian  commanding,  were  also  firing 
till  their  broadside  guns,  assisted  by  a  field  battery  of  General  Williams's 
»uimand,  at  a  large  body  of  riflemen  on  the  opposite  shore  who  were  annoy- 
c  th4;in  by  their  fire,  which  immediately  ceased  upon  our  casting  off  our  tow 
\\\  throwing  some  8-inch  grape  among  them.  The  estimated  distance  of  the 
h«>tjnur  Jurikoil  up  the  river  from  the  batteries  was  3,700  yards,  and  of  the 
i«*  furthest  down,  4,000  yards. 

The  mortars  being  in  position  and  firing  with  effect  upon  the  batteries,  I 
ruiained  under  way  in  their  vicinity  to  render  them  all  the  assistance  my  frail 
:«*Ami'r  could  afford,  should  they  require  it,  until  hailed  by  the  Brooklyn,  at 
\Ci  p.  m.,  informing  me  that  the  fleet  was  getting  under  way,  when  I  made 
[■crml  to  the  mortars  to  fire  rapidly,  and  ran  over  to  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
rf  r,  and  took  up  the  same  position  I  occupied  during  the  bombardment  on  the 
lumsng  of  the  28th  of  June,  enfilading  the  water  battery  in  front  of  the  brick 
«>»pitiil,  and  remained  there  until  the  fleet  had  passed  the  batteries,  and  all 
jiog,  except  firom  the  mortars,  had  ceased.  The  signal  to  "  cease  firing  and 
prire"  waa  then  made  to  the  schooners,  at  8.30  p.  m. 

I'he  firing  from  the  mortars  was  rapid  and  accurate,  the  shell?  frequently  fall- 
ow apparentlv  within  the^  batteries,  and  causing  for  a  time  a  less  regular  fire 
rom  them,  which,  from  some  unknown  cause,  was  far  less  vigorous  from  the 
tiwiT  batteries  than  on  the  occasion  of  the  previous  bombardment. 

To  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Breese,  commanding  the  2d  divi- 
ifiii  of  mortar  schooners,  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  for  particulars  of  the 
niiruar  practice  and  conduct  of  their  officers  and  men.  The  services  of  this 
»fficr^r«  I  am  aware,  have  already  been  brought  to  your  notice  by  the  very  able 
uit)  pUlant  commander  of  the  flotilla,  Captain  Porter ;  and  I  have  only  to  add 
hv  cxpreasion  of  my  very  high  appreciation  of  his  official  ability  and  gallantry, 
Uiil  my  thanks  for  his  zealous  assistance  during  this  anxious  day — anxious  from 
Lhti  ioct  that  from  the  hour  of  half-past  one  until  nearly  eight  in  the  evening 
thr:  mortar  schooners  were  lying  in  position,  comparatively  unprotected,  within 
iwf.  luid  a  half  miles  of  this  ram,  which  had  successfully  run  the  blockade  of 
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our  fleets,  not  knowing  at  what  moment  her  repairs  might  he  completed  and  A 
again  ready  for  action. 

The  WcBtfield  was  struck  twice  during  this  bombardment,  without  mat**!  ' 
injuring  her ;  once  by  a  rifle  shot  on  her  connecting  rod,  which  was  prt«l .:  1 
saved  by  the  engine  being  in  motion,' and  once  by  the  fragments  of  a  .•^hell 

Since  the  Westfield  has  been  in  commission  she  has  been  engagt?d  in  iL: 
regular  bom1)ardments,  and  at' other  times  frequently  under  the  fire  •>:  * 
enemy's  batteries,  performing  the  duties  assigned  her  in  connexion  wiiL 
mortar  flotilla;  and  it«is  a  duty  I  embrace  with  pleasuref  in  thuB  m&kirj  i 
first  official  report  to  the  department,  to  express  my  appreciatian  of  the  c«m-  . 
of  her  officers  and  men. 

The  executive  officer.  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Zimmerman,  though  hut  a  y-  » 
of  nineteen  years,  has  proved  himself,  by  his  professional  knowledge  and  r 
bearing  under  fire,  worthy  of  receiving  a  lieutenant's  conmuBsion.  I  cau  J 
with  confidence  recommend  Acting  Master  L.  D.  Smalley  for  a  permanent  \  ^ 
tion  in  the  navy,  should  the  department  contemplate  retaining  any  of  the  v  .• 
teer  appointments.  He  has  performed  the  duties  of  master  sinc-e  leaving  J 
United  States,  and  in  that  capacity  directed,  under  my  supervision,  the  st«>r 
of  the  ship,  whenever  she  has  been  under  fire,  with  coolness  and  juflgraeai. 

Acting  Masters  Vassallo,  Triillio,  and  Warren  have  been  attentive  to  tl 
duties,  and  courageously  fought  the  guns  at  which  they  were  stationed,  v  j 
the  supply  of  powder  and  projectiles  from  •  the  powder  divieiou  was  evi<I»  • 
that  Acting  Master's  Mates  Amett  and  Harvey  were  equally  worthy  of  jir 

The  engineer  in  charge,  Mr.  William  R.  Greene,  with  his  assistants,  3L-- 
George  S.  Baker  and  Charles  Smith,  have  been  untiring  in  their  exertii'ii- 
keep  the  engine  in  repair,  and  have  exercised  so  much  judgment  and  can-  *' 
since  leaving  the  United  States  there  has  never  been  a  day  that  the  machii-'' 
has  not  been  in  perfect  working  order. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  H.  Allis  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymast»-r  r  * 
Walden  are  also  worthy  of  commendation ;  the  former  for  kind  and  unnr r^ 
ting  attention  to  the  sick,  and  the  latter  for  faithftd  attention   to  dnty,  ad-t  * 
volunteering  to  take  charge  of  our  9-inch  gun  during  tlie  laet   bombanlm 
(two  of  the  acting  masters  being  ill  with  the  fever,)  and  fighting  it  with  r<\r  j 
and  ability. 

Mr.  Dudley  S.  Griffith,  ^aptain's  clerk,  has  been  of  great  service  to  ni' 
carrying  my  orders  in  time  of  action.     He  is  a  youth  of  much  intelligeuo. 
cool  courage. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

W.  B.  RENSHAW, 
Comd*g  Divisiim  of  Mortar  Flotillay  operating  wit Ji  (he 

Western  Chdf  Blockading  Sqnadrt'n 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C.  * 


^:   «»' 


United  States  Barkantinb  Hobace  Bbals, 

Below  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  July  18.  ISoi. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  hi  < 
bombardment  of  Vicksburg  by  the  mortar  vessel*,  second  division  m«'i 
flotilla,  on  the  15th  July. 

The  position  of  the  six  vessels  at  this  time  was  just  out  of  gunshot  oi  'J)' 
enemy,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  about  a  mile  above  the  Brc>oklvj 
with  the  exception  of  the  mortar  schooner  S.  G.  Jooea,  lying  agroimd  abua*  > 
mile  above  us  and  on  the  same  side. 
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^iring  had  been  beard  some  time  up  tbe  river,  wben  an  officer  came  to  tbe 
•r  bank  and  stated  that  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas  was  attempting  to  run 
mgb  tbe  fleet,  and  that  she  woidd  probably  succeed.  Word  was  imme- 
:oly  passed  to  the  division  to  heave  short,  and  jour  signal  to  prepare  to  get 
[vj  way  was  soon  followed  by  the  signal  •  to  get  under  way,  the  ram  having 
e  in  sight,  and  appearing  to  be  standing  for  us. 

Pbe  division  slowly  dropped  by  the  tide  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  former 
itiou,  hauling  close  in  to  the  bank.    Here  all  preparations  were  made  to  do 

best  with  the  ram  should  she  come  down.  About  10  a.  m.  you  ordered  the 
ision  to  be  ready  to  be  taken  up  into  position,  and  that  I  had  better  go 
rad  and  select  the  place  for  them,  which  I  did,  at  the  same  time  to  see  what 
kid  be  done  with  the  S.  G.  Jones.  On  leaving  your  vessel  the  Jones  was 
covered  to  be  on  fire,  and  shortly  after  blew  up. 

About  1.30  p.  m.  the  John  Griffiths,  Orvetta,  and  Henry  Janes  reached 
fir  position,  towed  by  your  vessel,  and  at  1.40  they  opeued  fire  on  the 
emy's  batteries.     The  Sarah  Bruen  and  0.  H.  Lee  were  to  have  been  towed 

the  Laurel  Hill,  but  they  were  abandoned  after  a  single  attempt,  and  only 
t  into  position  by  your  vessel.  As  you  are  aware  that  the  enemy's  shot  flew 
iU'  tbicUy  about  the  vessels  while  being  placed  in  position,  it  will  not  be 
cedsary  for  me  to  say  anything  further,  except  that  at  different  times  we  were 
cued  upon  from  the  rifled  gun  of  the  enemy,  and  also  from  sharpshooters 
iced  in  the  woods  on  the  opposite  bank. 

Tbt*  broadside  guns,  throwing  10-second  shell,  responded  to  this  latter ;  but* 
think  their  being  silenced  before  mischief  was  done  is  owing  to  the  splendid 
(>oting  of  Captain  Hinc's  battery,  placed  in  battery  abreast  and  partly  astern 

the  division.     This  battery  most  eflectually  silenced  the  enemy's  fire. 

The  firing  from  the  mortars  was  continuous  from  the  time  of  taking  up  posi- 
>n  to  that  of  the  order  to  drop  down  the  river,  with  the  exception  of  about  an 
mr  during  a  rain  squall.  The  firiug  was  onoe  in  about  seven  to  ten  minutes 
rim  each  vessel  untu  we  heard  the  guns  from  our  fleet  coming  down,  when  fire 
as  opened  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  kept  up  until  all  the  fleet  had  passed  us,' 
b^n  you  made  signal  to  retire. 

Daring  this  time  the  John  Griffiths  threw  62  shells,  the  Orvetta  30  sheila, 
le  Ueury  Janes  60  shells,  0.  H.  Lee  49  shells,  and  Sarah  Bruen  32  shells, 
lie  John  Griffiths  fired,  just  prior  to  and  on  the  passage  of  the  fleet  by  the 
>Tt«.  upon  the  lower  water  batteries  ,*  the  other  vessels  altogether  upon  the  hill 
alteries. 

Afler  the  enemy's  lower  battery  was  silenced  by  Captain  Hine's  battery  of 
iglit  artillery  not  a  missile  was  sent  in  our  direction.  The  general  direction 
od  bursting  of  shell  was  very  good,  but  after  having  so  often  witnessed  the 
ffect  of  nineteen  and  twenty  mortars,  it  almost  appeared  useless  to  use  so  few, 
A(l  1  am  convinced  that  a  less  number  are  hardly  efficient  for  such  purposes. 

The  vessels,  mortars,  and  their  appurtenances,  stood  the  shock  with  about 
lie  Q«ual  amount  of  damage. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  BREESE, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Second  Division  Mortar  Fiotilla. 

• 

Commander  William  B.  Rbnshaw, 

Commanding  Chdf  Division  Mortar  Flotilla, 
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Rear  Admiral  Farragut  reporU  the  posscision  hy  the  Union  forces  qf  GaJcrxn 
CorpU4  Christif  and  Sabine  City,  and  the  adjacent  taaters;  oJmo  ike  de^rl 
Lieutenant  Swcuey,  capture  and  release  of  Lieutenant  KiUredge^  and  ruj/n 
of  several  prizes  and  many  cattle, 

Flao>Ship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay,  Octoher  15,  ISol 

Sir  :  I  am  bappy  to  inform  yon  that  Galveston,  Corpus  Cliristiy  and  Sah: 
Citj,  and  the  adjacent  waters,  are  now  in  our  possession. 

A  short  time  since  I  sent  down  the  coast  of  Texas  acting  Tolnnteer  L 
tenant  J.  W.  Kittredge,  with  the  bark  Arthur,  the  little  steamer  Sachem.  an<: 
launch,  with  which  force  he  said  he  could  take  Corpus  Christi  and  the  wa;^ 
adjacent,  from  whence  we  heard  of  so  many  small  craft  running  to  Harnna.  1 
succeeded  very  well ;  took  the  places,  made  several  captures,  and  compeDf-^  r 
enemy  to  bum  several  of  their  vessels ;  but,  on  one  occasion,  ventming  on  -h^ 
with  his  small  boat,  he  was  surrounded  and  taken  prisoner,  and  carri(*<l 
Houston,  where  they  paroled  him  on  condition  that  he  should  go  north,  an: ^ 
•  serve  until  regularly  exchanged.    He  returned  here  in  the  Arthnr^and  J  >^ 
send  him  north  in  the  Hhode  Island.     I  next  sent  the  Kensington,  A<*"' 
Master  F.  Crocker,  commandfng,  with  the  Rachel  Seaman  and  a  launch,  «-rr: 
^howitzer,  to  Sabine  Pass.     He,  too,  succeeded  well.    He  fotind  at  the  bar  ■ 
^of  the  mortar  schooners — the  Henry  Janes,  Acting  Master  Lewis  Penniu:n  i 
commanding — whom  he  invited  to  take  part  with  him,  which  he  did,  an^i.  i 
cording  to  Acting  Master  Crocker's  report,  performed  his  duty  witb  groat  cr-*^ 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  report  herewith  enclosed.    They  took  the  fort,  anrl   I 
still  going  ah(!ad  finely,  having  taken  several  prizes,  one  of  which  arrzvi*d  L 
yesterday  with  despatches. 

I  next  sent  Commander  W.  B.  Bcnshaw,  with  the  gunboats  Owasco,  Hr.H 
Lane,  Clifton,  and  Westfield,  to  take  Galveston,  which  he  did  in  the  sfanrt>i 
time,  and  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  It  appears  that  the  first  shot  frrim  :| 
Owasco  exploded  directly  over  the  heads  of  the  men  at  and  around  the  his  r' 
(their  main  reliance,)  and  the  enemy  left.  A  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted,  aotl  ii 
preliminaries  arranged  for  a  surrender,  which  took  place  on  the  9th  iort^s 
The  reports  will  give  you  all  the  particulars. 

All  we  want,  as  I  have  told  the  department  in  my  last  despatcbei^,  if  .i  t*'| 
soldiers  to  hold  the  places,  and  we  will  soon  have  the  whole  coast.  It  :• 
much  better  mode  ana  a  more  effectual  blockade  to  have  the  vessels  in.^)  lo  :^ 
stead  of  outside.  I  need  vessels  of  light  draught  for  the  small  ports  and  inl'i 
lakes  and  waters,  and  a  few  heavy  vessels  (the  largest  not  to  exceed  sevrr...  \ 
feet  draught)  for  outside  work. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  Commander  W.  B.  Rcnshaw,  Acting  3I.irH 
W.  0.  Lunt,  of  the  Arthur,  and  of  Acting  Master  Crocker.  Corpus  Chri^ti  i'< 
tMte  adjacent  waters  are  all  still  held  by  the  Sachem  and  other  small  Tes6t'l*=. 

I  regret  that  the  next  exploit  of  our  small  vessels  was  not  so  bloodless  a.- '  i 
preceding  ones.  I  enclose  you  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Kjiri"  ^J 
by  which  you  will  perceive  that^they  captured  fifteen  hundred  head  of  ov/i 
en  route  for  the  enemy,  and  succeeded,  by  great  perseverance,  in  getting  tJ!»'J 
down  to  New  Orleans.  In  the  attack  on  our  transports,  however,  eoming  <1'^*' 
the  river,  Lieutenant  Charles  Swasey  and  one  or  two  seamen  were  killed. 

Lieutenant  Swasey  was  the  executive  officer  of  the  Varuna  when  xb*-  «»i 
sunk  in  passing  the  forts  on  the  Mississippi,  and  was  afterwards  transftfrn  li  t^ 
the  Sciota,  where  he  lost  his  life.  He  was  R  young  man  of  modest  merit.  \^ 
would,  no  doubt,  have  continued  to  live  as  he  ditd — ^in  the  faithful  discha/r*  ^ 
his  duties.    I  knew  him  but  slightly,  but  feel  assured  that  he  deserved  sU  tU 
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el  commander  has  eaid  of  him,  and  deeply  deplore  his  death,  although  he  died 
tlte  poBt  of  honor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  ilespectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear  Admiral^  Commanding  Western  Chdf  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


United  States  Yacht  Gbrypheus, 
Q^  Corpus  Christiy  Texas,  Tuesday,  August  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  T  wonld  respectfully  report  that  at  12  m.  this  day  removed  the  obstruc- 
f>Ti»  in  Corpus  Ghristi  "  dug-out."  One  of  the  rebel's  armed  vessel's  appearing 
I  ^i^iit,  got  the  yacht  Gerypheus  under  way  and  ran  through  the  cut,  and 
xvf  ebase«  After  rounding  McGloin's  ^lufF  gained  8u£Bcient  upon  her  to  get 
ithin  range;  opened  fire  upon  her  with  the  Parrott  gun,  when. she  stood  for, 
ill  ran  upon,  the  beach,  and  was  fired  and  deserted  by  those  on  board. 
<»arded  lier,  nut  the  fire  out,  and  hove  her  off.  She  proved  to  be  the  armed 
rhcK>ncr  Breaiker,  formerly  a  pilot-boat  at  Pass  Cavallo.  The  armed  schooner 
AiDer  was  fired  and  abandoned  at  the  same  time.  Ran  across  the  bay  to 
!orpas  Chris ti,  when  the  sloop  Hannah  was  also  run  ashore  and  fired  upon  our 
pproach.     The  balance  of  the  fleet  came  up  at  night. 

Wednesday,  August  13. — ^At  9  a.  m.  landed  under  white  flag,  and  met  Major 
[oYtbic,  in  command  of  the  confederate  forces,  and  officers  of  his  command,  and 
mlgc  Gilpin,  chief  justice  of  the  county.  Demanded  the  evacuation  of  the 
l;u*e  hy  the  military,  but  consented  to  the  inhabitants  remaining,,  promising  to 
i-*pc»ct  their  private  property,  but  told  them  they  must  remove  their  women  and 
bilrlren  if  they  intended  to  make  a  stand.  They  asked  for  forty-eight  hours 
:»r  this  purpose,  which  was  granted. 

Thurtd^ty  and  Friday,  August  14  and  \6. — ^Nothing  occurred  worth  notice. 

Saturday,  August  16. — At  early  dawn  the  rebels  fired  upon  us  from  behind 
bi-  levee,  vhere  they  had  planted  a  battery.  Their  fire  was  immediately  re- 
nrn4ul  from  gunboat  Sachem  and  yacht  Gerypheus  with  spirit.  A  shot  passed 
hroujrh  the  mainsail  (as  it  was  furled)  of  the  Gerypheus;  another  passed 
hrough  the  Sachem's  side,  a  spjinter  injuring  Master's  Mate  Granger;  several 
flhor  shots  striking  rigging  of  both  vessels',  one  hulling  the  Gerypheus  and 
k^ fifing'  through  her  magazine.  It  being  quite  cabn»  could  not  get  into  position 
rith  the  schooner  Reindeer  and  sloop  Belle  Italia,  the  two  latter  firing  at  long 
tnjj^e.  We  succeeded  in  silencing  their  batteries,  but  upon  our  ceasing  to  fire  (as 
Iii!n«  was  nothing  to  fire  at)  they  returned  to  their  guns  and  again  opened  upon 
i^.  •  We  silenced  them  several  times  during  the  day,  driving  them  from  their 
r'lrii'.  they  taking  shelter  behind  the  levee  and  in  buildings  sheltered  by  it.  ^A 
i»*<ultory  firing  was  thus  kept  up  throughout  the  day ;  at  night  witharew  out 
«f  range. 

Sunday 9  August  17. — Repaired  mainsail.  At  11^  p.  m.  the  enemy  set  fire 
/-  the  steamer  A.  B.  She  was  aground  in  a  narrow  channel  that  leads  to 
^aiH^es  bay,  near  a  point  of  land  that  runs  down  from  Corpus  Ghristi.  I  had 
nade  several  efforts  to  haul  her  off  without  effect,  so  removed  the  steam-cap, 
iLMttle  valve,  and  rolling  shaft.     She  burned  to  the  water's  edge. 

C<>nfident  of  giving  a  good  report  of  to-morrow's  work,  I  remain,  very  re- 
FT»fctfully,  ycmr  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  KITTREDGE, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  United  States  Bark  Arthur. 

Fhig-Ofliccr  David  G.  Fabbaout, 

Commanding  Western  Division,  Gulf  Squadron. 
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United  Status  Yacht  Gbbyphbus, 

AranscLi  Bay,  Texas,  AuguU  20,  1861 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  report  that  on  Monday,  An^^t  I^ 
1862,  off  Corpus  Ghristi,  Texas,  got  under  way  and  took  position  for  attark:ii^ 
the  enemy's  battery.  Landed  the  twelve-pounder  howitzer  with  a  pw^ 
thirty  men,  under  command  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Alfred  H.  Reynold?,  w 
a  view  of  getting  in  position  to  rake  the  enemy's  battery.  Placed  schoiK 
Reindeer,  Master's  Mate  William  Barker  in  command,  in  position  to  support  tb 
shore  party  and  pour  shrapnell  and  caniBter  from  his  24-pounder  howitzer  mv 
any  force  charging  them. 

Mr.  Reynolds  advanced  to  musket  range*  and  opened  upon  the  battenei<  ^r 
shell,  the  steam  gunboat  Sachem  firing  shell  from  her  32-poandei«,  azui  \\» 
yacht  throwing  shell  with  percussion  plungers  from  her  Parrott  gun,  both  v*??:^: 
delivering  their  fire  with  excellent  effect.  The  Sachem  advanced  to  miiL 
musket  range. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  deployed  to\he  right  of  our  forces  on  land  about  V 
infantry,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  flanking  them,  but  Mr.  Barker*  w-.; 
the  schooner  Reindeer,  stood  in  towards  them,  and  opened  fire  upon  them  «*/ 
shrapnell  and  canister,  with  such  marked  effect  that,  together  with  grape  (r\ 
the  Sachem's  32's  and  the  yacht's  fire,  their  advance  was  checked,  and  *h\ 
began  to  scatter.  Up  to  this  time  Mr.  Reynolds  had  maintained  hi«  g^  >rn 
boldly,  firing  his  gim  deliberately  and  with  precision ;  but  suddenly  250  Xo 
cavalry  charged  down  upon  him,  and  for  a  moment  their  capture  seemed  \u^ 
nent,  but  the  yacht  wa£  immediately  run  down  towards  them,  within  $!:•'! 
range,  and  the  Sachem  also,  and  the  fire  of  both  vessels  directed  at  the  cavain 
The  schooner  Reindeer  poured  canister  into  their  ranks,  and,  after  an  adTnn' 
of  about  four  hundred  yards  from  the  battery,  they  wavered  under  the  scath'-t 
storm  of  iron,  and  were  repulsed  with  evidently  considerable  los8»  many  b  uv 
seen  to  fall,  and  retreated  to  the  shelter  of  the  town. 

I  had  omitted  to  state  that  the  eucmy 's  batteiy  was  silenced  previous  to  tfi 
infantry  and  cavalry  charge.  Our  land  force  was  withdrawn  (after  their  chsr. 
upon  it  and  the  repulse  of  the  enemy)  as  they  had  expended  all  their  ammuit 
tion.  Our  whole  force  was  about  one  hundred  efficient  men,  including  offi^r 
We  had  some  eight  or  ten  sick,  who  were  put  on  board  the  captured  scbotD 
Breaker  and  anchored  out  of  range.  The  enemy's  force  could  not  have  U^  - 
less  than  250  infantry  and  artillery  engaged,  and  300  cavalry,  and  they  h^> 
doubtless,  more  troops  in  reserve. 

Not  possessing  the  means  to  hold  the  town  against  so  large  a  force,  and  ha  via 
observed  that  the  cavalry  emei^ed  from  the  town  and  retreated  to  its  i»helr<i':. 
determined  to  shell  them  out  of  it,  and  threw  from  both  the  Sachem  and  viu  I 
Gerypheus  shell  into  such  portions  of  the  town  as  they  seemed  to  oc^or.^ 
^ving  them  back  to  the  plains.     I  then  withdrew  all  the  vessela  and  anchor 
for  the  night 

'  The  casualties  of  this  day's  engagement,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  bat  on^ 
John  Allen,  landsman,  on  schooner  Reindeer,  slightly  wounded  in  the  thir 
by  a  musket  ball. 

The  Sachem  received  four  shots  in  hull  and  upper  works,  and  several  <: 
rigging,  smoke-stack,  &c.,  having  been  the  most  prominent  object  of  the  enciuy  - 
fire.    The  yacht  received  two  shots  through  her  mainsail  this  day. 

Considering  that  the  enemy  were  behind  a  battery  of  earthwork,  and  tf*"^ 
pletely  shelt^ed,  I  consider  we  have  escaped  with  trifling  injury,  and  the  c>*> 
ment  we  drew  them  from  their  cover  they  were  made  to  bite  the  dost. 

I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  cool  and  determined  manner  in  whkb  Acn^i^ 
Master  Amos  Johnson,  in  command  of  the  Sachem,  fbo^t  his  veeffd  wl:<'' 
immediately  under  the  enemy's  fire»  and  the  courage  and  zeal  with  which  ii* 
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pi^d  the  enemy.     His  conduct  throughout  was   such   as  I  can  cheei-fullj* . 
commend  to  your  notice. 

Mr.  Barker's  gallant  support  of  the  shore  party,  and  his  vigorous  and  rapid 
N:harge8  of  shrapnell  and  canister  into  the  enemy's  ranks,  while  exposed  to  a 
ower  of  musketry,  mainly  prevented  the  capture  of  the  12-pounder  howitzer 
'  :in  overwhelming  force. 

Mr.  Bellows,  master's  mate  of  the  Arthur,  in  charge  of  the  Gerypheus,  • 
^ndled  the  vessel  with  judgment  and  promptness,  frequently  pointing  and 
io^  the  fi;un  with  as  much  coolness  as  though  he  was  practicing  at  a  target. 
I  Rhorty  both  officers  and  men  met  my  expectations  and  fought  nohly. 
I  have  expended  the  principal  part  of  the  ammunition  and  projectiles  for  the 
ruTott  guns  and  for  the  thirty-twos,  and  shall  require  more  before  engaging  in  any 
rtive  demonstrations. 

The  vessels  (five  in  all)  are  now  anchored  in  this  bay,  awaiting  the  steamer, 
)d  will  remain  here  until  the  Arthur's  return  with  coal  and  ammunition. 
lioping  my  efforts  may  meet  with  your  approval,  I  remain,  very  respectfully, 
aor  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  KITTREDGE, 
Lieutenantt  Cammandiftg  U.  S.  Bark  Arthur. 

Flag-Officer  David  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Divuian  Gulf  Squadron. 


United  States  Bark  Arthur, 
Of  Aransas,  Texas,  September  2S,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that,  on  Sunday  morning,  14th  instant,  Lieu- 
L-nant  Commanding  J.  W.  Kittrcdge  and  his  gig's  crew  (seven  men)  were  sur- 
rij*ed  and  captured  by  the  rebels  at  Flour  Bluff,  twelve  miles  from  Corpus  Christi. 
?he  yacht  Ceiypheus,  schooner  Breaker,  and  sloop  Belle  Italia  left  here  for 
Vrpus  Christi,  on  the  11th  instant,  to  communicate  with  Judge  Davis's  fam- 
ly,  who  are  fifteen  miles  from  the  latter  place.  It  being  necessary  to  obtain 
(cnnidsion  from  General  Bee,  at  San  Antonio,  the  interim  was  used  by  Lieu- 
enaut  Kittredge  in  exploring  the  entrance  to  Laguna  Madre.  He  was  surprised 
»y  two  companies -of  infantry,  who  had  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  troops 
r«Tc  shelled  by  the  yacht  and  tenders,  but  their  efforts  were  .unavailing.  The  gig 
ra^e  also  captured.  They  were  taken  to  Corpus  Christi,  and  the  fleet  returnea 
h^  anme  day  to  Aransas  bay.  The  next  day  Assistant  Surgeon  Boot  and  Mas- 
•sr's  Mate  Reynolds  went,  under  flag  of  truce,  with  the  yacht  to  Corpus  Christi, 
Liid  were  allowed  to  go  ashore  and  communicate  with  lieutenant  Kittredge.  He 
vAt*  allowed  to  take  what  clothes,  provisions,  and  money  he  wished.  He  was 
Lrn  staying  with  Major  Hobbie,  who  commanded  the  forces  there  at  the  attack 
nadc  on  it  by  this  fleet,  August  16  and  18,  but  has  been  displaced  by  Major 
iroy.  On  the  16th  Lieutenant  Kittredge  was  to  have  been  taken  to  San  An-^ 
;onio.  Major  Hobbie  gives  assurance  that  he  shall  be  treated  with  all  the  def-  * 
•r<Ticc  and  courtesy  due  his  rank. 

Mr.  Reynolds  reports  a  new  batteiy  there,  and  testifies  to  seeing  six  long  32- 
[Mmnders,  two  Mexican  24-pounder8,  and  six  brass  field-pieces.  Tliey  have  been 
incrpAAing  their  forces  lately,  so  that  the  idea  of  again  attacking  them  with  our 
pr(*4M*ot  force  would  be  impracticable.  By  the  capture  of  Lieutenant  Kittredge 
cbf*  «e|viee  is  deprived  of  a  brave  and  good  officer.  His  knowledge  of  the  intri- 
cate inside  navigation  and  of  the  topography  of  the  country  wa»  invaluable. 
1*lic  following  are  the  names  of  the  crew  captured  with  him :  Frederick  Williams, 
rox5wain;  G^corge  Clemett,  Henrv McLean, and  James  Stewart,  seaman;  John 
F.  Reid  and  Daniel  Kennedy,  ordinary  seamen,  and  Albert  A  Butts,  landsman. 
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#  The  following  arms  were  captured  with  the  gig :  seven  Enfield  rifled  nnuket* 
and  accoatrementB ;  seven  cutlasses,  and  seven  boarding-pistols.  Wc  learned  tkii 
Wilson,  landsman,  (whose  capture  on  St.  Joseph's  island  has  been  before  r  - 
ported,)  was  taken  by  twenty  cavalry  from  Salina,  and  that  he  is  now  ^  pri^n*  r 
at  Matagorda.  Under  my  command  the  Arthur  was  absent  at  GalvesUm,  to  lan< 
a  lady  passenger  taken  in  the  prize  schooner  Water  Witch,  firom  Septemb<T  1 1 
tto  19. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  0.  LANDT. 
Acting  Master,  Comd^g  United  States  Bark  Jbrthmr, 

Rear  Admiral  D.  6.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Gu(f  Squadron. 


United  States  Stbambk  ELBNSI^GTo^r, 

Off  Lake  Calcasieu,  Texas,  Octaher  %  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  entire  success  of  our  expedition  to  SabiD-" 
Pass.'  The  town  is  in  ^yyx  possession,  and  the  blittery  (consisting  of  four  ?u!i«. 
two  of  8,000  pounds,  and  two  smaller)  entirely  destroyed,  without  the  }oi!d  i*l  ^ 
single  man  on  our  side. 

The  steamer  Kensington  and  schooner  Rachel  Seaman,  under  my  comnun'i. 
arrived  off  Sabine  Pass  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  September,  where  the  ni'.i- 
tar  schoonCT  Henry  Janes,  Pennington,  commander,  was  found  at  anchor.  I 
proposed  to  him  to  join  the  expedition,  which  he  did,  and  we  attempt^  to  pa.- 
the  bar  that  night,  but  did  not  succeed.  The  next  day  was  calm  until  nearly- 
night,  when,  with  a  light  breeze,  the  two  schooners,  having  on  board  a  Ftx'>p: 
party  from  the  Kensington,  attempted  to  cross  the  bar,  in  which,  after  the  grea' 
est  exertions,  the  Rachel  Seaman  only  succeeded. 

The  next  day,  with  all  the  boats,  the  Henry  Janes  was  hedged  over»  and  Ix**.!- 
vessels  immediately  took  up  a  position  to  attack.  The  battery  opened  on  it 
with  vigor,  but  the  shells  and  rifle  shots  from  our  vessels  overpowered  their  firv, 
and  they  ceased.  That  night  I  led  a  boat  expedition  up  the  pass  to  attack  tl  •  &i 
in  the  rear ;  but  before  we  got  disentangled  from  the  reefs,  and  got  into  position, 
the  battery  was  evacuated.  The  next  morning  the  schooners  moved  np  t«  u.>' 
battery  and  entirely  destroyed  it,  while  I  received  the  surrender  of  the  town.  I 
cannot  commend  too  highly  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  crnih 
mand.  They  were  all  eager  rivals  for  every  post  of  danger  or  difficnltVr  anl 
fully  maintained  the  enviable  reputation  our  navy  has  already  established.  I 
desire  to  make  especial  mention  of  Acting  Master  J.  L.  Pennington,  command- 
ing the  mortar  schooner  Henry  Janes,  for  to  his  perseverance  and  enei^y  in  p't- 
ting  his  vessel  over  the  bar,  and  his  skill,  courage,  and  coolness  in  fighting  h^r. 
the  expedition  is  mainly  indebted  for  its  complete  and  bloodless  success ;  and  1 
respectfrdly  request  that  you  confer  on  him  the  high  honor  of  your  comm(*D<ia* 
tion. 

The  next  day,  leaving  the  two  schooners  at  anchor,  I  started  with  tlie  Ken- 
sington for  the  river  Mermantau,  which  is  about  fifty  miles  east  of  Sjibinr. 
where  it  was  reported  there  was  an  unfinished  battery  and  several  steamer*. 
That  evening  I  lea  a  strone  boat  expedition  up  that  river.     Wc  found  the  Ur- 
tery  deserted  and  destroyed,  and  that  two  of  the  steamers  had  run  the  bKKk- 
ade,  loaded  with  sugar,  only  a  week  before.    One  still  remained,  but  was  up  tiie 
river,  and  could  not  be  reached  in  boats.     The  next  day  we  anchored  nojir  the 
mouth  of  Lake  Calcasieu  and  took  a  sloop.     Wc  also  obtained  infbrmatfoa  oi 
a  steamer,  and  two  schooners  that  la^  up  the  lake,  and  afterwards  saw  the  stfanwr 
moving.     We  immediately  commencea  to  fit  the  launch  with  masts  and  5aiJ>. 
with  which  to  go  after  her.     The  next  day  I  returned  to  Sabine*  whew  I  foanil 
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• 
it  Captaina  Hooper  and  Pennington  bad  executed  mj  orders,  by  going  up  to 
.ylor'8  bayou  ana  destroying  a  large  railroad  bridge,  thus  cutting  off  all  com- 
•uication  with  Sabine  Pass,  and  rendering  our  position  secure  against  a  land 
ack.  The  next  day  I  chased  and  captured  the  British  schooner  Velocity,  from 
fal,  Mexico,  loaded  with  salt,  cotton-basging,  and  large  quantities  of  rope.  I  sent 
r  into  anchor  at  Sabine.  The  next  day,  (yesterday,)  having  'completed  my 
I  neb,  I  started  for  Lake  Calcasieu,  and  off  this  place  captured  tne  Britisu 
looner  Adventure,  also  firom  Sisal,  and  loaded  with  the  same  cargo.  I  have 
ken  the  liberty  of  sending  her*td  you  with  this  communication,  believing  her 
c  to  be  of  sufficient  value  to  send  north,  and  in  the  hope  that  you  will  retain  her 
Penjsacola  for  the  short  time  necessary  to  make  it  safe  to  send  her  to  Key 
rst.  before  which  I  hope  to  be  at  Pensacola  to  report  in  person. 
I  tj^ball  to-day  start  up  the  lake  for  the  steamer,  and  hope  to  take  her.  In 
licli  event  I  propose  to  arm  her  and  go  up  the  Mermantau  river  imtil  I  take 
I*  ."Steamer  there.  Upon  these  two,  if  I  get  them  safely  to  Sabine,  I  propose 
place  oar  Parrott  guns  and  howitzers,  and  make  a  dash  up  the  Sabine  river, 
ill  re  there  are  several  steamers ^and  schooners  and  no  batteries.  If  I  am  suc- 
tN^^fuI  there,  I  shall  return  and  go  up  the  Nachez  river,  where  there  are  still 
>r^  steamers  and  vessels,  and  where,  at  the  town  of  Beaumont,  there  is  a  large 
ib-oad  bridge  On  the  main  line  of  Texas,  which,  destroyed,  will  stop  all  com- 
unication  between  eastern  and  western  Texas.  All  this  is  defended  by  .only 
I  o  24-poiinders  in  battery,  and  those  I  hope  to  overpower  with  the  Parrott's ; 
^  bich  event  I  shall  take  or  destroy  all  above,  and  thus  completely  use  up  one 
'  the  most  vicious  and  active  of  secession  ports.  % 

So  soon  as  I  take  the  steamers  at  this  place  and  at  Mermantau  river,  I  pro- 
)i^  to  man  them  with  such  a  part  of  the  Kensington's  ci*ew  as  can  be  safely 
lared,  and  then  send  the  Kensington  to  fulfil  your  orders  relative  to  the  Alba- 
05  and  other  vessels  to  the  westward,  under  the  command  of  my  executive  offi- 
T,  who  i«  a  sober  man,  thorough  seaman,  and  perfectly  cooipetent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  Galveston  paper,  containing  a  notice  of 
n:  capture  of  Captain  Kittredge,  which  I  hope  is  not  true.  * 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FfiEDERICK  CROCKER, 

Acting  Master  Commanding. 
Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squ&dron. 


United  States  Gunboat  Sciota, 
Mississippi  River,  near  Donaldsanville,  October  4, 1862. 

Sib:  It  becomes  my  sorrowful  duty  to  report  to  you  the  death  of  First  Lieu- 
iTimnt  Charles  H.  Swasey,  killed  in  the  action  with  the  rebel  forces  below 
^onaldsoQville  this  day  at  1.30  p.  m. 

Ill  is  gunboat  was  the  leading  vessel,  conveying  a  number  of  transports  loaded 
rith  cattle,  when  a  concealed  battery  of  four  pieces  of  artillery  opened  from  the 
'  v»x%  accompanied  by  a  sharp  <fire  of  musketry  from  a  large  body  of  n^en  who 
liv  in  amboso  behind  the  levee.  The  first  shot  fired  by  the  rebels  came  through 
h»'  bulwarks  just  abaft  the  pivot-gun,  striking  Lieutenant  Swasey  on  the  right 
lip  and  cutting  off  his  right  hand.     He  expired  at  3  p.  m. 

Thi«  lo»8  to  the  service  and  to  the  country  of  a  gallant,  zealous,  and  energetic 
romig  officer  who  promised  so  much  in  the  future,  we  have  reason  to  mourn;  the 
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more  so,  as  he  fell  in  a  cowardly  attack  of  the  rebels ;  but  fau  death  »  so  \*^ 
one  more  offering  of  blood  to  the  cause  of  the  Union  and  of  our  covitij. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

^  R.  B.  LOWEY, 
Lieutenant  Commander  U.  S.  A\,  Cammandinff  Sci^tii. 

Rear  Admiral  D.  6.  Fabraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Engagement  vnth  the  Sciota  below  Do9uildsonville,  Louisiana f  October  4, 1S<:.3| 

UifiTBD  Statbs  Gunboat  SaoTA, 
New  Orleans,  La^  October  4,  lS6i 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  this  day,  about  1.30  p.  m.,  some  two  miles  b*  1  « 
Donaldsonville,  a  rebel  force,  consisting  of  some  six  pieces  or  more  of  flying  an: 
lery,  supported  by  a  large  body  of  infantry,  probably  as  many  as  fifteen  hundrr'i 
opened  a  severe  and  hot  fire  upon  this  vessel  and  a  convoy  of  army  trani>|M<r  i 
loaded  with  cattle.  So  skilAilly  concealed  was  the  battery  and  the  ambu^L  I 
the  footmen,  that  it  was  not  until  this  vessel  was  abreast  of  the  enemy,  and  tL<  < 
had  opened  their  fire,  that  they  were  discovered ;  and,  though  the  crew  wer*  ^j 
ouartcrs  ai^  the  ship  cleared  for  action,  still,  such  was  the  speed  of  the  vo>^^ 'i 
tnat  she  had  passed  so  far  below  the  rebel  battery  as  to  renaer  it  impossible  *  i 
train  the  guns  abaft  enough  to  bear  on  the  enemy  beyond  some  three  n>iiT.>i' 
from  all  the  battery,  but,  ordering  the  convoy  to  seek  safety  in  flight,  I  put  r  j 
helm  hard  astarboard  and  rounded  to,  the  shifting  pivots  to  port,  when  I  opt^L* i 
Bn  effective  fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  shell  with  such  results  as  soon  to  sil<  xr 
nearly  all  the  fire  of  the  rebels.  The  Kineo,  some  distance  astern,  coming 
rapidly  to  my  support,  and  with  a  rapid  fire  drivjug  the  enemy,  who  were  al«  > 
my  line  of  fire,  irom  their  position  to  •  seek  safety  in  a  cowardly  flight,  alVc:  i 
concealed  and  assassin-like  attack. 

I  regret  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Swascy,  executive  oflficer  of  ib- 
vessel,  was  mortally  wounded  while  gallantly  performing  his  duty,  having  j:.-: 
pointed  and  fired  the  9-inch  gun.  A  12-pounder  rifle-shot  entered  the  bulvnr^. 
striking  him  on  the  hip  and  inflicting  a  terrible  and  mortal  wound,  of  which  l- 
expired  at  3  p.  m. 

This  officer  was  characterized  by  all  the  elements  which  make  up  the  heTt*— 
brave,  imbued  with  patriotic  ardor  and  professional  ambition,  chlvalric  as  a  p-:^- 
tleman,  gentle,  and  with  a  heart  full  of  Christian  principles.  His  last  won  - 
were :  "  Tell  my  mother  I  tried  to  be  a  good  man."  I  respectfully  request  tlia: 
his  death,  so  heroic  and  noble,  maybe  especially  made  known  to  the  nar/i 
through  the  Navy  Department. 

John  O'Hare,  landsman,  was  wounded  by  a  round  shot  in  the  right  arm,  n;i>- 
dcring  amputation  necessary. 

I  consider  it  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  this  action,  as  corroborating,  to  \ 
great  extent,  the  information  that  I  had  the  honor  to  send  to  Commodore  Henn 
W.  Morris  on  the  9th  September,  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  were  daily  gnin 
ing  strength  and  audacity,  so  that  in  a  short  time  the  present  force  in  this  Tivi-: 
will  nut  be  sufficient  to  hold  it  for  the  government.  From  additional  iuforma- 
tion,  I  am  again  forced  to  represent  that,  from  New  Orleans  to  Vicksbui^.  <  ■• 
both  sides  of  the  river,  all  the  residents  are  hostile  to  the  United  States,  and  io 
arms  against  us;  that  conscription  is  rapidly  forming  large  bodies  of  men  ti 
resist  us.  The  low  state  of  the  river  places  the  open-decked  gunboats  ffm  • 
twenty  feet,  and  at  a  great  disadvantage,  below  the  crest  of  the  levee,  which  i* 
a  strong,  safe,  and  ready-made  breastwork  for  sharpshooteiv,  leaving  tLtir 
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[Tion  in  their  residences,  and  relying  upon  their  feebleness  to  protect  tlicm 
i  their  property  from  the  righteous  punishment  which  should  await  them  for 
ir  treason.  The  male  residents  are  all  more  or  less  in  arms,  and  steadily 
Ring  strength.  The  most  energetic  and  severe  measures  are  necessary  to 
luce  these  people  to  subjection  and  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LOWRY, 
Lieutenant  Commandingt  United  States  Navy, 

Rear  Admiral  D.  6.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  6f  nboat  Kinbo, 

Mississippi  River,  October  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  while  steaming  down  the  river,  as  convoy  to  six 
insport  steamers  with  cattle,  this  afternoon — the  Sciota  ahead,  the  Kineo  and 
i&sca  following-^-^t  about  2.10  p.  m.  a  sharp  fire  was  opcfhed  upon  us  from  the 
^6t  bank,  about  two  miles  below  Donaldsonville,  with  musketry  and  artillery. 

was  returned,  promptly,  from  each  gunboat — ^by  the  Kineo,  with  the  11-inch 
vot  Parrott  rifle  howitzer  and  32-pounder — ^with  such  effect  that  the  enemy 
F-re  soon  compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  bank.  We  kept  steadily  on  down 
i'  river,  as  I  deemed  it  of  great  importance  to  insure  a  safe  and  "very  quick 
ftnsportation  of  the  cattle  to  a  place  where  they  might  be  released  from  con- 
irment,  lest  many  might  be  lost  for  want  of  food  and  water. 

I  will  now  return  (o  endeavor  to  secure,  with  the  aid  of  the  Katahdin  and 
Asca,  the  remainder  of  the  drove — about  200 — which  we  were  compelled  by 
irumstancea  to  leave  behind. 

Lioutenant  Commander  Lowry  will  iexplain  to  you  in  person  more  particularly, 
id  doubtless  more  satisfactorily  than  I  can  in  the  hurry  of  the  present  moment, 
ir  condition  of  things  and  the  circumstances  under  which  we  still  hold  about 
00  head  of  cattle,  nine  miles  above  Donaldsonville. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  S..Oberly  of  killed 
ad  wounded  on  board  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  RANSOM, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Officer,  present.  New  Orleans, 


United  States  Gunboat  Kineo, 

Mississippi  River,  October  4,  1862. 

Sir:  The  following  casualties  occurred  aboard  this  vessel  at  2.15  o'clock  this 
ttemoon,  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  a  few  miles  below  Donaldsonville,  while 
4mvoying  transports  down  the  river : 

William  Swain,  ordinary  seaman,  killed ;  Latham  A.  Brown,  acting  master, 
rounded  in  th*e  groin,  slightly,  by  a  spent  ball. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  S.  OBERLY, 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Geo.  M.  Ransom, 

Commanding  United  States  Gunboat  Kineo. 
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United  States  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman, 

Sabine  Pass,  Texas  Odoher  5, 1S62 

Sir:  In  the  temporary  abs^ce  of  Captain  Crocker,  of  the  steamer  Eai^irp 
ton,  commanding  the  expedition,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  yoa  il 
following  report*  of  the  occupation  of  this  place  by  the  forces  detaOed  by  y 
for  that  purpose,  viz :  The  Rachel  Seaman  left  Pensacola  in  tow  of  the  Ken^i'*^ 
ton,  Friday,  the  19th  ultimo,  and  arrived  off  the  bar  of  this  place,  MondaT,  tiJ 
22d  ultimo,  anchoring  within  five  miles  of  the  fort ;  wind  light  from  the  mrJ 
channel  trending  northwest. 

Tuesday,  23d,  Captain    Crocker,  with  Assistant   Surgeon  Gobb.  A^sisrAri 
Paymaster  Tarbell,  Acting  Masters  Taylor  and    Hammond,   with  Mafirrl 
l£ate  Finney,  came  on  board,  while  the  Kensington's  launch  and  first  cnr:. 
each  with  a  howitzer  and  otherwise  armed  and  equipped,  were  alongside.   1 
this  day  we  were  engaged  in  towing  and  kedging  over  the  bar.     At  6  p. 
came  to  anchor  two  and  a  half  miles  irom  the  fort,  and  sent  assistance  to  'J 
mortar  schoont^r  Henry  Janes,  which  had  previously  arrived.    During  i 
night  a  boat  in  charge  of  Mr.  Sommers,  master's  mate,  rowed  guard,  goiuf'  ii 
above  the  fort.  '  »  , 

Wednesday t  September  24. — At  9  a.  m.  we  opened  fire  upon  the  fort  frmn  -i 
20-pound  rifle  and  two  broadside  32  *s  of  fifty-seven  hundred  weight.  Wo  tin 
eleven  times  from  our  position  of  two  and  a  half  miles  distance.  The  H( i^r 
Janes  fired  three  shell  from  her  mortar,  at  a  distance  of  three  miles ;  our  fh-i 
all  fell  within  or  beyond  the  fort.  The  enemy. promptly  replied,  most  ol  :?-: 
shot  falling  short  of  us.  Finding  this  to  be  too  long  a  range  for  good  excciiti  -. 
ceased  firing,  and  both  vessels  proceeded  to  kedge  nearer  the  fort.  At  5  p.  nJ 
wc  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  position  one  and  one-half  mile  from  tbi  M 
both  vessels  in  a  line.  While  gettuig  this  position,  the  fort  had  a)ntm(«^vJ 
brisk  fire  upon  us,  the  shot  all  falling  near  us.  Notwithstanding  that  we  vM 
for  some  time  unable  to  return  the  fire,  our  officers  and  men  all  remained  p^-ri 
fectly  cooL  At  5.30  p.  m.  both  vessels  opened  fire,  making  splendid  shot.>: «: 
6.15  ceased  firing  for  the  night.  It  was  then  determined  to  attempt  the  captut' 
of  the  fort  with  our  boats ;  and  at  11.30  p.  m.  the  launch,  in  cha^  q(  Acv^ 
Master  Hammond,  with  Captain  Crocker  in  Command ;  the  first  cutter  in  clur: 
of  Edwin  Janverin,  master's  mate  of  this  veasel,  each  boat  with  a  howitzer,  :iui 
a  boat  with  five  men,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Sommers,  as  a  spiking  party,  starttti  in 
shore.  The  boat  succeeded  in  getting  above  the  fort,  but  got  aground  aii-':.' 
the  oyster  reefs,  in  which  the  bay  abounds,  and  were  unable  to  get  mU>  ti-v 
channel  which  would  lead  to  the  rear  of  the  fort.  After  rowing  until  near  day- 
light  the  attempt  was  given  up. 

Thursday,  September  25. — At  daylight  we  opened  fire  with  our  ParroU  ritl  •• 
We  fired  three  shell  directly  into  the  fort ;  this  bringing  no  response,  and  ?<•*' '  - 
no  one  about  the  fort  and  no  flag  flying,  we  ceased  firing,  and  Captaiu  CnKJiJf 
went  in,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  found  the  fort  evacuated,  and  th<)  gun«  ^pik*-: 
The  guns  consisted  of  two  32's  of  7,000  pounds  each,  and  two  32'a  of  forty-i* ' 
hundred  weight.  Captain  Crocker  then  started  for  the  town,  but  wwnvtl:' 
a  deputation  of  three  citizens,  who  said  that  the  mayor  had  died  two  davt'  p" 
vious,  and  that  nearly  all  the  citizens  had  left  oti  account  of  the  yellow  tlvir. 
which  had  been  raging  badly,  but  was  then  abating.  After  giving  and  nK^eivii •: 
the  necessary  assurances  of  good  conduct,  &c.,  Captain  Crocker  returnui  "'* 
,  board,  deeming  it  not  prudent  to  allow  any  one  to  land.  In  the  moaniim**'  ^^'' 
schooners  had  got  under  way  and  stood  in,  the  Rachel  Seaman  anchoring  al'r^'^"'. 
of  the  fort,  and  the  Henry  Janes  five  hundred  yards  below^  In  the  wum  ' 
the  day  I  sent  in  a  boat  and  burnt  the  barrack  buildings  and  gun-carrii<rt^p. 

Friday,  September  26, — Captain  Crocker,  with  his  officers  and  mm*  rrtttrB'<* 
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le  Kenaiogton,  and  got  under  waj  for  Mermantau  river,  fifty  miles  to  the 
ward,  wher^  Bome  Bteamcrs  were  reported  to  be  hidden. 
'^/urda^i  September  27th. — At  10  p.  m.  two  boats  from  the  Henry  Janes, 
I  «>ne  boat  from  this  vessel,  palled  up  river  about  fifteen  miles,  burnt  a  rail- 
[  bridge*  and  intercepted  a  mail. 

landay^  September  29. — The  Kensington  returned  unsuccessful. 
^me^dajf,  September  30.-^The  Kensington  overhauled  and  brought  in  a  small 
>ou(»'  from  Sisal,  Mexico,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  with  leather,  bagging,  and 
.  auder  English  papers ;  she  was  standing  in,  however,  for  this  port.  Her 
L-iin  and  crew  of  seven  men  were  transferred  to  the  Kensington. 
FAursday,  October  2. — Three  of  our  boats,  with  two  from  the  Henry  Janes, 
It  ap  river  about  five  miles  and  brought  down  the  families  of  Messrs.  Kirk- 
rick  and  Davia,  who  claimed  our  protection  ;  they  werd  placed  on  board  of 
prize  Bchooner  Velocity.  After  taking  the  families  the  depot  was  burned. 
I'  Kensington  again  absent  on  an  expedition. 

Momtiayt  October  6. — Early  this  morning  descried  a  schooner  standing  in ; 
t  a  boat,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Janverin,  to  board  her.  She  proved  to  be  the 
r»oner  Dart,  from  Sisal,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  rope,  and 
Ji«»r ;  she  was  brought  in  and  anchored  near  us.  The  captain,  who  is  a  resi- 
it  of  thia  place,  wi&  the  crew,  was  brought  on  board  of  this  vessel.  The 
rt  was  under  English  papers,  and  will  be  retained  until  the  return  of  Captain 
►cker. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

QUINCY  A.  HOOPER, 
Acting  Master  U.  S.  N.,  Com'ding  Z7.  S.  ScJiaoner  Rachel  Seaman, 

dear  Admiral  David  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Westpield, 
Off  Galveston,  Texas,  October  5,  1862. 

Admiral:  The  steamers  "Westfield,  Harriet  Lane,  Commander  Wainwright; 
voAco,  Commander  Guest ;  Clifton,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Law,  and  the 
iodier  Henry  Janes,  Acting  Master  Pennington,  of  the  mortar  flotilla,  under 
r  command,  yesterday  captured,  after  a  feeble  resistance,  the  defences  of  the 
rl»or  and  city  of  Galveston. 

The  guns  of  a  formidable-looking  battery  on  Pelican  island,  from  which  we 
ticipated  a  heavy  fire,  proving  to  be  "quakers,'^  and  the  bursting  of  an  11- 
:h  AxfsVL  firom  the  Owasco  over  their  heavy  10-inch  columbiad  mounted  on 
»rt  Point,  causing  a  panic  in  the  fort,  will  account  for  the  ease  with  which 
it  important  capture  has  been  made.         ^ 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  RENSHAW, 
Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla, 
Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  TV.  G.  Blockading  Squadron,  Pensacola. 


United  States  Schooner  Henry  Janes, 

Sabine  Pass,  September  29,  1862. 

SiB:  On  the  18th  ultimo,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  eot  under  way  and 
TH?<:eded  direct  to  Sabine  bar,  anchoring  off  the  bar  Sunday  morning,  21st. 
rhcn  within  about  six  miles  of  the  bar  I  discovered  a  steamer  which  had  every 
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appearance  of  being  an  enemy.    I  at  once  called  the  crew  to  quarters,  and  m^l 
every  preparation  for  action.     Upon  nearing  her,  I  discovered  that  ahe  vj* 
double-engine  high-pressure  steamer.     The  wind  being  high,  and  from  tht*  tmrl 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  get  within  gunshot  of  her,  and  having  been  info^'^- 
by  you  that  several  vessels  had  run  the  blockade  at  this  place,  and  that  a  uxi\ 
her  of  vessels  were  daily  expected,  I  at  once  prepared  a  secession  flag  with  t* 
intention  of  decoying  her  out  over  the  bar.     As  soon  as  she  discovered  ihp  :!■ 
she  got  up  steam,  hoisted  the  rebel  flag,  and  made  for  us.     She  came  i*tea>iij 
on  her  course  until  within  about  two  and  a  half  miles ;  when  I  had  to  ch..i2i 
my  course  to  prevent  my  ruiining  ashore  on  the  bar,  which  bronght  my  v^-i- 
in  such  a  position  as  to  show  my  quarter  boats,  when  she  tamed  immt>diar« 
and  steamed  under  the  battery.     The  wind'  now  fell  so  that  my  ve«*el  v 
unmanageable,  and  I  was  foreed  to  anchor  to  prevent  drifting  aahore.     I  cr  *i 
plainly  distinguish  a  large  number  of  men  upon  the  d^cks  of  the  8teani<::r,  i* 
not  knowing  but  that  she  might  be  armed » I  made  every  preparation  to  n*p  1 
attack,  in  ease  she  should  attempt  to  board  us  during  the  night.     September  -. 
at  8  a.,  m.  the  rebels  hoisted  their  flag  over  the  battery.     The  steamer  at  ' 
time  being  tied  up  to  the  bank  in  front  of  the  battery.     At  9  a.  m.  I  saw  r 
vessels  in  the  offing  making  for  us.     They  proved  to  be  the   United  Svi 
steamer  Kensington,  Acting  Master  Crocker,  commanding,  and  the  United  ^^ur' 
schooner  Rachel  Seaman,  Acting  Master  Hooper,  commanding.     The  stt^a. 
Kensington  came  to  anchor  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  my  vessel,  Caj'' 
Crocker  came  on  board  and  informed  me  that  he  had  come  here  with  order-  ft 
Admiral  Farragut  to  blockade  this  port,  and,  if  practicable,  to  capture  the  ^ 
tery,  which  is  situated  on  the  left  bank,  three  miles  from  the  middle  of  tb«* ' 
and  northwest  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  light-house.     Captain  Cn'v '< 
asked  me  if  I  would  join  him  and  Captain  Hooper  in  the  attack  upon  the  battr 
which  I  considered  upon  before  giving  an  answer,  as  my  orders  from  you  »« 
to  proceed  direct  to  this  bar,  and  there  await  your  arrival  in  the  steamer.    V 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  bar,  and  feeling  confident  that  we  would  bo 
cessful  in  the  capture  of  the  battery,  I  assented  to  co-operate  with  them.     TJ 
steamer  Kensington  being  of  heavy  draught,  she  was  unable  to  cross  the  bar : 
the  plan  agreed  upon  was  to  take  the  launches,  armed  with  howitzers,  wirL 
many  officers  and  seamen  as  could  safely  be  sp^cd,  and  cross  the  bar  with  :• 
two  schooners,  and  make  the  attack.     There  being  but  eight  feet  of  ^  aler 
the  bar,  and  my  vessel  drawing  eight  feet  seven  inches,  we  were  forccfl  t<^\^. 
for  a  strong  breeze  to  drive  her  through  the  mud.     September  23,  at  4  ji.  i 
the  wind  shifted  to  the  southeast  and  breezed  up.     Captain  Crocker,  with  {  i 
of  his  officers  and  crew,  went  on  board  the  Rachel  Seaman  and  gut  aiid«!r  v- 
followed  closely  by  my  vessel  until  one- third  the  way  of  the  bar,  when,  i 
vessel,  drawing  seventeen  inches  more  water  than  the  Seaman,  brou(;:ht  v-i 
while  the  Seaman  passed  over  and  anchored  just  inside  tlie  bar,  out  of  ranpt 
the  battery.     Captain  Crocker  immediately  sent  me  five  boats,  well  mannt^l.  ^ 
assist  me  in  running  anchors  and  heaving  over  the  bar.     After  working  efvi 
hours,  the  tide  fell  so  that  she  did  not  move;  so  we  ceased  for  the  night.  Ai-'\ 
Captain  Crocker's  men  returned  to  the  Rachel  Seaman.     September  24.  wh  »j 
daylight  appeared,  I  could  distinguish  a  large  number  of  men  standing  up^>n  f  - 
battery.     My  vessel  being  now  about  tlirce  miles  from  the  battery,  I  concltn  '  • 
I  would  give  them  a  shell  to  see  them  "skedaddle."     I  called  the  crew  to  qu^: 
ters  and  opened  fire  with  the  mortar  on  the  battery.     The  shell  feU  about  t^tniN 
feet  from  the  centre  of  the  battery  and  covered  one  man  nearly  up  with  m«*i 
which  I  have  been  told  by  a  man  who  was  in  the  battery.     I  fired  thnv  r'  - 
and  then  ceased.     The  Rachel  Seaman  opened  fire  soon  after  with  her  rw<*iin- 
pounder  Parrott,  but  could  not  reach  the  battery.     The  battery  retumt-d  tli' 
compliment,  but  could  not  reach  the  Seaman.     At  11  a.  m.  the  tide  coimDeii<x'i 
raising,  and  Captain  Crocker  sent  me  a  strong  foroe  to  assist  me  in  getting  »«vf r. 
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icb  Mre  accomplislied  after  five  hours'  bard  labor.     The  wind  now  being  fair, 
ii^de  eail,  and  took  position  2,700  yards  from  the  batterj,  and  cleared  away 
action.     At  5  p.  m.,  the  enemy  discovering  that  I  was  training  the  mortar 
md  on  the  battery,  they  opened  fire  on  mv  vessel  from  four  guns,  thinking,  as  - 
^ave  been  since  informed,  that  they  could  sink  me  before  I  could  fire  the 
>rtar.     But  they  were  sadly  disappointed,  as  the  fourth  shot  was  made  by  the 
>ttar,  tbe  shell  bursting  directly  over  the  battery  and  driving  the  rebels 
rm  their  guns.     I  opened  fire  also  with  my  32-pounders,  but  soon  discovered 
•At   iiiey  Gould  not  reach ;  so  I  worked  the  mortar  alone.     Soon  as  the  shell 
•tild  alight  Iknd  explode,  they  would  jump  to  their  guns  and  give  me  four  in 
turn.     But,'  fortunately,  two  of  their  guns  would  not  reach,  while  the  other 
ro  fell  close  around  me,  sometimes  going  over  one  hundred  yards.    I  fired  the 
•'^rtar  as  rapidly  as  possible,  bursting  the  shell  over  the  battery.    The  Rachel 
-  anoan  commenced  getting  under  way  as  soon  as  I  opened  fire  on  the  battery, 
id  came  up  within  fifty  yards  of  my  vessel, and  moored  broadside  on;  and,  at 
p.  m.  commenced  firing  with  her  20-pounder  Parrott  and  32-pounder;  firing 
«  o  ebots  from  the  former,  and  three  from  the  latter ;  all,  apparently,  falling  short 
:'  the  batteiy.    The  etiemy  directing  their  fire  entirely  at  my  vessel.     By  this 
me  I  had  obtained  the  exact  range,  the  shell  falling  and  exploding  around  the 
vittery  with  great  effect.     At  6.40  p.  m.  we  silenced  the  enemy's  guns.  "  I  con- 
uaed  the  fire  from  the  mortar  till  7  p.  m.,  and,  finding  that  the  enemy  did  not* 
♦ply,  I  ceased  firing.     On  the  morning  of  September  25  I  early  discovered  that 
ii*  battery  was  evacuated.     I  immediately  reported  the  fact  to  Captain  Crocker, 
'  bo  at  once  proceeded  to  the  fort  and  raised  the  stars  and  stripes.     I  forgot  to 
leution  that,  on  the  night  of  the  24th,  Captain  Crocker  fitted  out  three  boats 
iin<*d  with  howitzers,  with  the  intention  of  capturing  a  steamboat  lying  above 
kie  fort.     But,  being  delayed  in  tr^'ing  to  make  their  way  through  the  reefs, 
iicy  had  to  return  without  accomplishing  their  object.     My  next  step  was  to 
ri«it  the  battery,  wjiose  armament  I  found  to  consist  of  two  42-pounders,  and 
wo  24-pounder8.     The  guns  were  all  spiked,  with  the  exception  of  one  24- 
XI under.     Their  shot  and  shell  they  had  thrown  into  the  river,  many  lying  at  the 
^';aer*s  edge.    One  thousand  pounds  of  powder  in  cartridges  were  found  in  the 
>arracks,  which  I  took  possession  of.     On  the  following  day  I  visited  the  town 
r»f  Sabine,  and  found  about  forty  of  the  inhabitants  remaining,  the  rest  having  fled 
tci  the  country  by  the  way  of  the  cars  and  two  steamboats.     On  the  morning  after 
the  bombardment  I  was  informed  that  the  yellow  fever  was  in  the  town,  and  that 
it  had  been  very  severe,  resulting  in  the  death  of  one-half  of  the  population. 
My  being  well  acquainted  with  the  remaining  citizens,  they  conversed  freely 
with  me.     The  fort  was  garrisoned  by  70  men,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Keith,  a  resident  of  Sabine.     There  had  been,  previous  to  the  bombardment, 
300  in£EUitry  and  100  cavalry  at  this  point;  but  on  account  of  the  severity  of 
the  yellow  fever,  they  had  been  removed  to  Beaumont,  35  miles  from  this  place.. 
1  al^  ascertained  that  the  fort  had  been  re-enforced  on  the  night  of  the  evacua- 
tirin  by  120  troops  under  command  of  Colonel  Spaights ;  but,  being  informed  by 
Caption  Keith  that  it  was  impossible  to  withstand  the  bombardment,  they  re- 
tonied  on  the  cars  the  following  morning.     On  the  morning  of  the  26th  I  picked 
ttp  a  boat  with  three  men  in  it,  from  whom  1  learned  that  the  enemy  expected  a 
r^-cnforcement  of  3,000  infantry  and  cavalry ;  and,  knowing  that  their  transpor- 
tation would  be  cut  off  by  the  destruction  of  a  railroad  bridge,  12  miles  from 
this  point,  crossing  Bayou  Taylor,  which  empties  into  Lake  Sabine,  I  determined, 
if  possible,  to  destroy  the  bridge.    On  the  27th  I  proposed  to  Captain  Hooper 
tliat  I  woidd  take  command  of  an  expedition  that  night  if  he  would  g^ve  me  the 
aid  of  one  of  his  boats ;  to  which  he  consented.     I  at  once  provided  the  boats 
with  every  thing  required  for  the  occasion.    At  9  p.  m.  I  idt  the  vessel  with 
the  following  boats:  first  cutter  with  a  crew  of  17  men;  second  cutter,  8  men, 
b  charge  of  Master's  Mate  N.  Predmore ;  and  the  second  cutter  of  the  Rachel 
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Seaman,  with  a  crew  of  8  men,  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  John  Somers.    ^i: 
mufilcd  oars  I  quietly  passed  the  town.     At  11  p.  m.  we  passed  a  battery  tt 
guns,  located  at  a  bridge  crossing  Mud  bayou.     There  not  being  water  eT**)\iz 
to  enter  this  bayou,  we  continued  on  our  course  across  the  lake,  arriTin;r  <i 
Taylor's  bayou  at  1  a.  m.     We  careMly  entered  the  bayou  and  landed  h:  < ; 
bridge.     I  immediately  directed  Mr.  Predmore,  with  15  men*  to  surroanL 
house  near  by,  and  Mr.  Somers  to  board  two  small  vessels  lying  a  short  di^tsDi 
up  the  bayou,  while  I  applied  the  torch  to  the  bridge.    Mr.  Predmore  snccefvi 
in  capturing  three  prisoners  and  the  rebel  mail  for  this  town  containhig  Gaitr 
ton  and  Houston  papers  of  the  24th  instant;  also  a  niimbef  'of  lettere — all 
which  I  forwarded  to  you.     The  vessels  proved  to  be  worthless-     After  «•■ 
the  bridge  destroyed  we  returned  to  our  vessel,  arriving  there  at  6  a.  ni.    T- 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  while  on  this  expedition,  is  worthy  of  all  pr^< 
Very  respectfully,  yoiur  obedient  s€»rvant, 

LEWIS  W.  PENNINGTON, 

Acting  Mcuter  Cammamdim^ 
Commander  Wm.  B.  Ebnshaw, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla, 


•    United  States  Steamer  TVestpibx*d, 
,  Off  Gaivestwn,  Texas,  October  8,  1S62 

Admiral  :  I  had  intended'  sending  the  Harric];  Lane  with  the  news  of  :^ 
capture  of  Sabine  Pass  and  this  city  on  the  5th  instant,  but  the  wind  settin:: 
strong  from  the  southward  and  eastward  threw  such  a  swell  in  upon  the  c 
that,  for  the  past  three  days,  she  has  been  detained.    This  delay  has  determh  • 
me  to  await  the  termination  of  the  truce,  and  until  I  get  possession  of  the  cr- 
which  will  be  on  Thursday  morning — unattended,  I  hope,  by  any  of  the  g>^ 
greeable  contingencies  that  have  so  much  embarrassed  me ;  a  brief  aecouni " 
which  I  will  endeavor  to  give,  trusting  to  Captain  Guest,  whom  I  will  sr^nd  ' 
the  Owasco  with  my  despatches,  to  enlighten  you  upon  any  points  that  may  ^'i 
obscure. 

At  six  o'clock  on  Saturday  rooming  the  Harriet  Lane  was  sent  over  the  ^^ 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  communicate  with  the  military  authorities  and  demo: 
the  surrender  of  the  forts,  giving  them  an  hour  to  decide.     After  standing  • 
some  distance,  a  shot  was  fired  to  bring  her  to,  and  she  immediately  anebi>r> 
to  wait  for  a  boat  from  the  shore,  which  being  a  long  time  in  making  it«  y,' 
pearance,  Captain  Wainwright  despatched  his  executive  officer  to  a»oertAtxi  t 
cause  of  the  delay,  and  explain  the  object  of  his  visit    After  some  trouble.  • 
was  permitted  to  land  and  inform  the  commanding  officer,  Colonel  Cook,  tbi 
Captain  Wainwright  had  a  message  to  deliver  tp  the  authorities  from  thr  ci'i 
manding officer  of  the  naval  force  in  the  offing.     Colonel  Cook  promised  t4>  .^i. 
a  proper  officer  to  receive  it,  and  the  interview  ended. 

Captain  Wainwright  waited,  in  his  opinion,  sufficiently  long  for  this  officer  <• 
arrive,  and  seeing  nothing  but  a  sail-boat  coming  very  leisurely,  withoot  a  c*"- 
federate  but  with  a  white  flag  flying,  conceived  that  if  the  boat  in  sight  (i. ' 
contain  the  messenger,  he  was  not  progressing  with  the  rapidity  the  graTirv  •> 
the  occasion  required,  and  determined  not  to  remain  any  longer  for  him.  bui  i" 
get  under  way  and  proceed  outside  the  bar.  After  anchoring,  he  reportetl  ti>  r.i> 
that  he  thought  tlie  rebel  authorities  were  unnecessarily  long  in  getting  ofi'  tL>* 
boat,  and  that  their  management  of  her  indicated  a  desire  to  nrociastinat^. 

I  regretted  Captain  Wainwright's  having  sent  a  boat  from  nis  chtp^  and  «J.« 
as  he  had  sent  one,  that  he  did  not  await  the  arrival  of  the  officer  cominc  t' 
receive  his  message.     However,  as  the  boat  with  the  white  fiMg  fljing  wi»  ^tii! 
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LCing  out,  and  wisbing,  if  possible,  to  make  tbe  attack  tbat  daj,  to  save  time 
rot  under  way  witb  tbe  wnole  force  with  a  view  of  meeting  tbe  boat.  Her 
»|n:<r««,  however,  was  so  slow  tbat  tbe  desire  was  fmstrated  by  tbe  fort's  open- 
r  fire  before  she  reacbed  ns,  wbicb,  of  course,  was  returned,  and  so  vigorously 
wx  l>ut  a  few  moments  elapsed  befori^  tbe  wbole  garrison  bad  deserted  their 
Ds,  and  ran  as  if  seized  witb  a  panic.  Tbe  boat  bad  by  this  time  put  back, 
th  her  flag  ttiUJlyingy  wbicb,  as  it  bad  been  despatched  by  our  invitation,  I 
lu^t  we  should  still  receive,  and  with'  tbat  view  I  made  the  signal  "  cease 
rng,"  althougl^  had  it  been  continued,  doubtless  many  of  tbe  retreating  enemy 
^ht  have  been  killed. 

I  confess,  sir,  tbat  their  persistently  keeping  tbe  white  flag  flying  from  this 
at  (hut  about  half  a  mile  anead  of  me)  embarrassed  me ;  and  this  was  increased 
^<tn  our  coming  within  easy  range  (of  our  guns)  of  the  city.  I  wa£f  met  by 
me  balf  dozen  discbarges  from  two  short  24-pounder8  (which  could  not  reach 

within  fifty  yards)  immediately  in  its  froilt.  Here  was  a  dilemma.  A  white 
g,  54^nt  by  my  own  request,  was  within  half  a  mile  of  me ;  to  have  silenced 
»  insignificant  battery  would  have  necessitated  firing  through  tbe  most  thickly 
ypulated  part  of  the  town,  where  all  the  consular  flags  were  flying,  and  with 
\^  almost  certainty  of  killing  some  woman,  child,  or  alien,  wbicb  catastrophe 
1  tbe«c  consuls  would  make  a  handle  of  to  try  and  impress  their  governments 
itii  the  idea  tbat  we  were  carrying  on  this  war  like  barbarians,  and  possibly 
Lusve  some  embarrassment  to  our  government.  True,  it  may  be  said,  in  a 
rictly  military  point  of  view,  their  having  first  fired  upon  me  from  the  town 
i\  f:  an  undoubted  right  to  return  tbat  fire,  (auE  I  have  not  a  doubt  tbat  I  dis- 
^pf^»inted  the  rebels  very  much  by  not  having  done  so,  their  object  being  to 
rrAnke  such  a  result;)  but,  on  the  other  hand,  let  it  be  taken  into  consideration 
\»i  many  motives  that  governed  me  in  taking  the  course  I  did,  not  tbe  least  of 
k'.di  was  that  no  advantage  would  be  gained  by  destroying  the  city  at  that 
m*?,  when  I  knew  that,  should  negotiations  for  its  safety  fail,  I  would  b6  in  no 
'iri^e  position  than  I  then  occupied,  while,  by  granting  a  truce  of  four  days,  I 
ould  aeprive  tbe  foreign  consuls  of  all  cause  of  complaint  and  stop  the  mouths 
f  humanitarians. 

With  these  views  of  the  case,  wbicb  had  to  be  promptly  taken,  I  hoisted  a 
J^r  of  truce  and  anchored.  Their  boat  turned  round  on  perceiving  it,  and  came 
loD^ide,  containing  a  major  and  captain  of  the  confederate  army,  who  informed 
it>  thiit  tbcy  bad  been  sent  by  Colonel  Cook,  tbe  commanding  officer  on  shore, 
[i  compliance  witb  my  request,  to  receive  any  message  I  might  have  to  deliver. 

told  them  I  demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  tbe  city,  hoping,  by  so 
l»»!t]«r,  the  militaiT  would  auickly  evacuate  and  leave  tbe  civil  authorities  to 
^tiln  the  terms,  the  possibility  of  their  making  any  defence  seeming  to  me  so 
iiiiculoiis  that  it  did  not  enter  into  my  calculation  to  take  a  different  view  of 
hi»  iiuitler.  The  result  proved  that  my  reasoning  was  erroneous,  for,  in, a  short  * 
,in»\  three  officers  returned  witb  a  message  from  Colonel  Cook,  positively  refu- 
m^  to  accede  to  my  terms,  adding  tbat  upon  me  rested  tbe  responsibility  of 
i^-dtroying  tbe  town  and  endangering  tbe  lives  of  women,  children,  and  aliens, 
f  at  f>nce  saw  that  my  first  impressions  of  their  wish  to  provoke  an  assault  to 
i^inbroil  ns  with  the  foreign  consuls  were  correct;  still,  for  a  time,  I  was  dis- 
p<«*o<l  to  take  tbe  consequences  and  make  the  attack  immediately^.  ■  Captain 
it^'^t,  who,  as  well  as  Captains  Wainwright  and  Law,  was  witb  me,  made  some' 
p«tnUnt  remarks  to  tbe  same  effect,  at  the  same  time  getting  up,  proposed  to 
p:t  nuder  way  and  tow  the  mortar,  schooner  into  position,  to  which  I  assented. 
Here  let  me  state  tbat,  in  my  first  interview  witb  these  gentlemen  after  I  bad 
njade  known  my  terms,  they  informed  me  tbat  tbe  yellow  fever  prevailed  on 
phons  which  information  strongly  influenced  my  desire  to  moderate  my  first 
dicmands,  that  I  might  have  the  option,  at  the  end  of  a  truce,  to  take  posses- 
tioa  of  the  city,  or  the  reverse,  sbotild  tbe  report  of  fever  existing  be  confirmed. 
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After  further  conversation,  on  my  part  endeavoring  to  prove  tbat  tlie  omu . 
firing  into  the  city  would  rest  with  them  and  not  with  mr,  and  they  ofiing  mtz^. 
ments  to  confute  my  position,  the  major  remarked  that  if  I  would  suspend  Lt" 
tilities  until  he  could  again  see  his  commanding  officer,  that  he  (themsjor)  worJ 
take  it  upon  himself  to  do  so  on  their  part ;  at  the  same  time  reqaesting  to  ku- 
how  long  a  time  I  would  give  them  to  get  the  Women,  children,  and  aliens    . 
of  the  place.     I  replied  by  telling  him  that,  before  I  could  think  of  specx^.-^: 
any  time  for  a  truce  existing,  there  must  be  an  explicit  nndeistandiog  ti . 
they  were  not  to  increase  the  defences  of  the  city,  and  that  eyeiythmg  wa* 
remain  as  it  was  at  that  time.     He  replied,  **  Certainly,  thai  ^as  nothing  m- 
tlian  I  had  a>ight  to  demand,"  and  again  asked  how  manv  days  I  would  g. 
them.     Several  periods  of  time  were  proposed  and  discussed,  until  we  fixed  up 
four  days  as  the  time  the  truce  should  continue-— the  same  that  Captain  £-ur 
had  gi'anted  them  on  the  occasion  of  his  threatened  bombardment.     vVith  Vd- 
preliminaries  he  departed,  and  shortly  returned  with  the  unqualified  appro v:*. 
the  commanding  officer  of  what  had  been  proposed,  with  the  addition  thst 
was  not  to  move  my  troops  further  towards  the  city,  and  he  was  not  to  aL  ■ 
his  troops  to  come  beloW  it. 

And  now,  sir,  I  must  relate  the  circumstances  which  led  to  a  contrort' 
ending  in  my  allowing  them  to  retain  and  carry  oSJbur  guns  that  wf"  v  : 
entitled  to,  and  might  possibly  have  been  saved  had  we  written  out  our  a^ 
ment,  an  omission  caused  by  my  strong  desire  to  do  nothing  that  could  lead  : 
correspondence,  deeming  the  presence  of  the  commanders  of  the  steamers  a  f  r 
cient  guard  against  *misunders tendings.  Let  me  give  you  the  particulars,  .is  t 
as  I  can,  of  this  transaction.  My  understanding  of  our  terms,  in  which  C'  * 
manders  Guest  and  Wainwright  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Law  a^ree  v\*. 

'  me,  was,  that  everything  should  remain  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  agreeitu 
Theirs,  it  appears,  was,  that  they  were  not  to  increase  their  defences,  and  :1 
demolishing  them  would  rather  be  gratifying  to  us  than  otherwise.     I  cau  ti  i 
see  that  sufficient  stress  was  not  laid  upon  this  important  point,  which  thrv  ci 
niugly  took  advantage  of,  and  gained  their  point.     The  first  intimation  we  hft> 
their  differing  from  us  in  the  sense  of  our  terms  of  agreement  was  through  a  •' 
serter,  who  informed  us  that  the  guns  of  the  south  battery  were  being  renioi^  d : 
night.    My  first  impulse*  was  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore,  informing  tb'-* 
that  I  was  aware  of  their  breach  of  faith,  and  that  hostilities  would  immeiliAt>\ 
commence ;  but  upon  coolly  reflecting  over  the  matter,  I  decided  I  wooltl  '• 
them  so  Jar  break  their  faith,  to  avoid  the  disagreeable  alternatives  of  a  l<*s^ 
consular  controversy,  and,  as  I  then  tliaughtt  the  great  danger  of  contagion  tr'*] 
yellow  fever ;  deeming  the  loss  of  two  old-fashioned  twenty-four  pounders,  "Uj 
eighty -pounder  rifle,  and  anbther  gun,  as  but  secondarv  in  comparison  t<>  i- 
possibility  of  getting  that  fatal  disease  on  board  of  us,  an^  the  liability  of  killi*. 

.  many  innocent  people.     In  addition,  I  had   strong    doubts,   even   had  L<k> 
ities  recommenced,   whether  we  could  have  prevented  them  from  taking  '! 
guns  off  at  night,  for  most  unquestionably  we  have  not  a  suffident  force  to  la? 
and  contend  against  the.number  of  men  that  could  be  brought  against  us,  a 
night,  I  am  of  the  opinion.  Would  have  shielded  them  from  the  fire  of  our  ;nir 
Upon  this  view  of  the  case  I  intended  acting,  but  finally  yielded  to  ti 
wishes  of  Commanders  Guest  and  Wainwright  and  Lieutenant  Commant: 
Law,  and  sent  Commander  Guest  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Law  on  ahor 
charge  them  with  a  breach  of  faith  and  demand  the  return  of  the  guns*  or 
inmiediate   renewal  of  hostilities.     These  gentlemen   were  very  courtecwLyv 
received  by  Colonel  Cook  and  his  officers;  their  understanding  of  the  agn 
ment  propounded,  and  their  regrets  of  a  misunderstanding  having  occunr 
expressed ;  at  the  same  time  declaring  that  the  breach  of  faith  would  hi'  <^n 
our  side,  and  that  many  women,  children,  and  aliens,  who  intended  mct^v^-: 
but  had  not  been  able  up  to  that  time  to  obtain  transportattoa,  would  U*  the 
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F»*Tvni.  AfVer  diecuBSing  the  case  in  all  points,  Captain  Guest  came  to  the 
irliLnoQ  that,  as  the  agreement  was  not  in  writing,  and  our  verbal  under- 
udtDg  was  not  sufficiently  explicit  on  the  point  at  issue  to  prevent  their 
ill:;  advantage  of  it,  it  was  better  to  allow  the  truce  to  continue  and  let 
•in  take  the  guns  than  that  we  should  be  accused  of  a  breach  of  faith.     I 

rvly  apprrrved  of  his  course,  and  so  the  matter  stands  at  present. 
I  li^d  nearly  forgotten  to  notice  an  important  feature  in  our  negotiations^ 
i«*h  wns  a  visit  from  the  English  consul,  on  Sunday,  in  inll  consular  costume, 
niin^tlly  to  be  considered  an  official  call,  but  actually,  I  am  disposed  to  think, 
m^  to  find  out  my  views  in  relation  to  pending  matters  than  any  particular 
|K'ct  for  onr  flag;  for,  although  unexceptionably  courteous,  it  was  evident 

bis  s<yTnpathiGa  were  with  the  rebels,  having  lived  twenty  years  among  them. 

the  coarse  of  a  conversation  he  stated,  with  apparent  frankness,  his  apprecia- 

n  of  the  liberal  time  I  had  granted  for  the  removal  of  aliens,  but  must,  from 

"  pancity  of  transportation,  beg  me  to  grant  an  extension  of  the  time.     I 

Lti*ly  but  firmly  declined  to  accede  to  this  request,  which  led  him  to  express 

*  l»eJief  that  the  rebels  would  destroy  the  town  sooner  than  surrender;  per- 
rntly  asking  me,  at  the  same  time,  what  I  required  of  the  military?  I 
3-  ct€'d  a  moment,  and  saw  that  the  tender  point  was  in  surrendering;  and, 
th  the  full  knowledge  that  after  knocking  their  town  down  I  would  be  no 
.nnT  ituMng  them  surrender  than  I  was  at  that  moment,  I  replied  that  I 
)>ild  require  them  to  evacuate  the  city  and  not  to  molest  our  nag,  which  I 
tended  to  hobt  over  the  custom-house,  and  that,  until  I  he|urd  from  you,  I  had 
'  )nt4^ntion  of  interfering  with  the  civil  authorities.  He  took  his  leave  with 
'nmneeB  of  his  using  his  utmost  efforts  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  city, 
!hi>r  by  ns  or  the  confederates — an  event  that  I  was  equally  earnest  in  assur- 
^  Lim  I  would  deeply  deplore  on  account  of  the  unoffending  poor. 

Fn^m  deserters  and  others  flying  from  the  terrors  of  the  conscription,  (which 
vr  are  rigidly  enforcing  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,)  I  am  of  opinion  that  we 
ivp,  at  last,  captured  a  place  of  strong  Union  proclivities,  among  the  lower 
id  middle  classes..  Their  representations  of  the  reign  of  terror  that  has  pre- 
Liled  duriog  months  past  would,  I  should  think,  taint  the  loyalty  of  the  most 
tid  of  the  rebel  citizens.  They  have  scarcely  been  allowed  a  civil  right,  the 
!]*iary  demanding  and  taking  what  they  pleased.  One  of  these  re^gees,  a 
Jn  in  the  middle  ranks  of  society,  converses  with  intelligence  and  imparts 
tloable  information.  From  him  I  learn  of  the  Union  feeling  of  his  class  and 
>  lower  grades  of  the  population,  (which,  so  far  as  the  latter  is  concerned,  has 
•^  amply  verified  by  the  embittered  expressions  of  all  that  have  come  on 
wrtl ;)  most  oT  whom,  that  have  not  been  previqusly  drafted,  are  now  hiding 
i  t*T€Ty  conceivable  way  to  avoid  the  gang  that  is  driving  every  man  between 
if' s^  of  eighteen  and  fifty  over  to  Virginia  Point,  to  join  their  army.  From 
i<  nme  person  I  learn  that  the  endeavors  of  the  military  to  form  something 
ki*  a  dvO  government  previous  to  their  leaving  Jailed,  all  theif  old  magistrates 
4niig  Ttmei  to  serve.  He  also  states  that  the  threats  of  destroying  the  town 
ill  not  be  executed,  the  foreign  influence  alone  preventing;  all  the  other 
A-nlUiy  and  inflttentxal  citizens  having  long  since  fled  to  the  interior. 
ThU  exodus  from  the  city  is  becoming  a  matter  for  serious  consideration  with 
t'.  Already  we  have  from  sixteen  to  twenty  who  have  escaped  from  the  city 
'  tbn  peril  of  their  lives,  and  it  would  be  inhuman  not  to  receive  them.  Others 
ny  Rtill  come,  and,  with  our  limited  supply  of  provisions,  it  is  a  perplexing 
iittcf,  and  would  seem  a  very  strong  reason  for  our  military  forces  hastening 
'  ir  taking  possession  of  the  city,  that  they  might  again  return  to  and  be  protected 

•  thitir  homes.  Of  course,  the  military  authorities  will  be*the  best  judges  of 
h*-  tiomber  of  men  they  will  require  to  hold  Galveston  island;  still,  the  little 
^-ht  1  can  throw  upon  the  subject  may  be  useful.    The  charts  will  give  the 

» 38 


W4       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

poBition  of  the  city  upon  the  island,  and,  I  think,  of  the  railroad  hridgf ,  vh 
is  about  five  miles  from  the  northwest  end  of  the  city.    The  bridge  i«  al- 
three-qnarters  of  a  mile  long,  terminating  at  Virginia  Point,  where  th«:  if  t* 
have  their  large  battery,  mounting  from  twelve  to  twenty  gnna,  and  sa  z:^ 
variously  estimated  at  from  3,000  to  5,000  men.     I  am  disposed  to  tliii.k'i 
latter  number  is  not  far  from  the  mark,  as  they  are  under  the  impression  th : 
laj^e  force  of  ours  is  on  the  way  to  invade  Texas,  and  that  they  are  c<^'m- 
trating  troops  at  that  point  to  meet  them.     The  name  of  the  comTiuDd.' 
general  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  as  he  has  lately  come  from  Boil*: 
One  of  the  brigadiers  is  General  Debree. 

V    This  fort  on  Virginia  Point,  I  think,  can  be  reached  by  our  light  morur  t, 
6els  and  the  heavy  rifled  guns  of  the  Jackson  and  Westfield,  after  lightenio^ ' 
vessels  as  much  as  possible  ;  and  should  that  plan  of  taking  the  fort  beailoji* 
a  100-pounder  rifle  should  be  sentfor  the  Olifton.     Independent  of  the  U. 
the  mortars  and  light  steamers  being  the  only  naval  force  that  can  act  ts:*^ 
this  battery,  they  can  be  most  usefully  employed  on  the  blockade;  and  >L'  3 
you  have  determined  not  to  let  us  go  home,  I  think  we  can  perform  good  p«rT 
At  all  events,  I  hope  the  troops  will  be  speedily  sent,  for  I  am  moat  anxioa' 
get  away  and  try  and  break  up  the  traffic  of  these  inland  seas. 

Would  it  not  be  possible,  however,  to  send  a  sufliciently  large  militirT  t< 
to  occupy  Galveston  island  at  present  ?     Two  or  three  hundred  men,  with  h 
half  dozen  pieces  of  artillery,  could  easily  defend  themselves  on  Fort  Poic: 
Pelican  island,  (the  latter  I  would  give  the  preference  to  on  acconut  of  the  c* 
fortable  barracks  upon  it,  the  rebels  having  burnt  those  on  Fort  Point  when  t' 
evacuated,)  with  the  assistance  of  a  gunboat;  and  I  earnestly  hope  they  wil] 
sent  immediately,  for  I  have  no  ambition  to  be  senior  officer  on  shore  and  ftti* 
at  the  same  time.    The  latter  position  I  am  convinced,  frt>m  appeanmee^  * 
be  enough  to  employ  the  time  and  talents  of  one  man,  and,  as  a  abght  proof  ti 
my  impressions  are  correct,  I  will  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  schooner  load  M'  c 
being  sent  here  at  once,  For  the  moment  we  take  possession  of  the  city  til  ca 
munication  will  be  cut  off  from  the  main  land,  and  proviwrningj  as  well  a5 
eming,  will  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  individual  who  is  honored  with  the  go^t-m 
ship.    And  here,  while  suggesting  the  sending  of  provisions  fbzthe  shore  \k\^ 
let  me  inform  you  of  our  own  wants.     The  ferry-boats  can*t  carry  but  eix  w  t  -^ 
provisions,  with  which  we  started.     Two  weeks  of  every  part  of  the  ration  i.*^l 
already  been  expended,  and  of  bread,  in  consequence  of  a  large  quantitj  h3t>q 
proved  bad,  we  have  but  two  weeks  on  board.     Will  you  be  good  enou;;): 
think  of  this,  and  should  you  not  order  our  return  have  our  wants  supplicNr 

Another  reason  for  my  wishing  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  thl  soldiers  b* '. 
care  I  am  obliged  to  take  of  Pelican  island,  for  fear  the  rebels  will  some  Ri;1 
slip  down  and  bum  the  barracks.     The  marines  of  the  Clifton  and  this  sbipr.' 
•occupy  it,  having  hoisted  our  flag  there  on  Sunday.    At  present,  my  opbui  ^'i 
.that  I  can  do  nothing  more  to-morrow,  after  taking  possession  of  the  citVr  ^^^l 
landing  a  party  to  hoist  our  flag  on  the  custom-house,  and  after  allowing  -t  < 
.fly  for  about  half  an  hour  haul  it  down  and  return  on  board.     I  have,  hovt^w 
other  projects  which  time  will  develop.     I  wish  I  could  be  ctmvmced  th^  '^ 
olace  would  not  be  given  up  by  us,  and  I  am  sure  I  could  at  onoe  g;et  op 
Union  guard  that  would  materially  help  to  guard  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  RENSHAW,  Oomma^ 

Admiral  D.  G.  Fabragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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United  Statbs  Steamer  Kensington, 

Sabine  Pms,  October  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  At  the  date  of  mj  last  report  I  was  just  leaving  with  the  launch  and 
c^witser,  twelve  men  and  two  officers,  on  an  expedition  up  the  Calcasieu  river  and 
kkf>.  I  have  the  honor  now  to  report  that  expedition  successful.  .  I  was  absent 
>a7  d«y8,  and  proceeded  eighty  miles  up,  where  I  found  the  steamer  Dan,  of 
bicK  I  went  in  search,  and  captured  it. 

Returning  with  the  launch  in  tow,  I  stopped  at  the  town  of  Charleston,  on 
«ake  Charles,  and  burned  a  large  schooner  Ijing  there.  I  then  levied  on  the 
)wn  a  contribution  of  sweet  potatoes  and  beef,  which  was  furnished.  Bj  this 
ime  I  had  been  three  days,  nearly,  up  the  river,  and  was  informed  by  Union 
len,  plenty  of  whom  I  found,  that  a  large  party  had  collected  to  attacK  us  be- 
[>w ;  whereupon,  I  seized  upon  ten  or  twelve  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and 
lOdtijDg  them  around  the  man  at  the  wheel,  who  was  exposed,  made  the  best  of 
uy  way  down  the  river.  I  found  one  other  large  schooner,  which  I  also  burned, 
ind  thoB  deetroyed  all  the  navigation  in  that  place,  besides  teaching  the  people 
i  lesson  they  will  not  soon  foi^et.  As  soon  as  I  reached  a  place  of  safety  I  re- 
i^au^ed  the  prisoners.  I  should  have  mentioned  before  that  on  my  way  up  I 
aptared  Colonel  Nathaniel  Clifton,  the  commander  of  all  the  rebel  forces  in  that 
ricinityt  and  now  hold  him  a  prisioner.  I  have  proposed  to  the  rebel  author!- 
i«s  here  to  exchange  him  for  Lieutenant  Kittrege,  of  our  navy,  but  as  yet 
lave  received  no  reply.  On  reaching  the  month  of  Calcasieu  river  we  found  it 
m>  rough  to  cross  the  bar  with  the  steamer,  and  having  heard  that  the  Bachel 
:>eanian  was  in  danger,  I  left  the  prize  steamer  there,  vrith  the  crew  and  howitzer, 
md  haateoed  to  this  port,  where  I  took  in  twenty-five  men  and  a  howitzer  from 
ihi"  Kensii^ton,  and  came  at  once  to  man  the  prize  schooner  Velocity.  The 
Fluchei  Seaman  was  safe  and  had  taken  prize  the  schooner  Dart,  by  which  I  have 
the*  honor  to  send  this.  The  Dart  ran  in,  supposing  the  place  still  held  by  the 
rebels. 

Captain  Hooper  reports  that  while  the  mortar  vessel  Henry  Janes  was  here 
be  tried  to  move  theKachel  Seaman  further  up,  but  grounded;  that  while  he  lay 
ii|CTound  the  steamer  Clifton  came  in  to  tow  out  the  mortar  vessel ;  that  the  Clif- 
tim  took  a  hawser  from  the  Rachel  Seaman,  and  in  the  attempt  to  pull  her  afloat 
\\x^  hawser  parted,  when  the  Clifton  immediately  proceeded  to  sea  with  the 
Ucrnry  Janes,  thus  leaving  the  Rachel  Seaman  alone  and  aground.  I  found 
hrre  two  families  of  Union  people,  yrho  claimed  the  protection  of  the  United 
Hutest  and  were  put  on  board  the  Velocity  by  Captain  Hooper,  in  my  absence; 
I  have  sent  them  forward  by  the  Dart  for  your  disposal.  I  beg  leave  to  men- 
tii»n  that  the  yellow  fever  has  entirely  ceased  here,  but  quarantine  precautions 
zoay  be  necessary.  Messrs.  Kirkpatrick  a^d  Davis,  whose  families  I  thus  send 
forward  in  the  Dart,  are  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  a  great  deal 
of  exceedingly  vs^luable  information,  and  for  faithful  services  as  pilots ;  I  recom- 
mend them  warmly  to  your  protection.  I  beg  that  the  Dart,  like  the  Adven- 
tuivr,  may  be  allowed  to  remain  at  Pensacola  for  the  present,  or  till  my  arrival. 

The  importance  of  Sabine  Pass  to  the  rebels  appears  to  have  been  entirely 
underrated  by  us  ;  the  quantity  of  goods,  of  all  kinds,  and  munitions  of  war  that 
have  been  run  in  here  has  been  enormous,  and  large  quantities  of  cotton  have  been 
<!Xp<irted.  There  are  now  lying  above  at  least  eight  steamers  and  six  schooners, 
laj^  quantities  of  cotton,  and  quite  a  force  of  troops ;  these  last  have  been 
coiuidering  strongly  the  propriety  of  manning  their  stamers  and  making  an  at- 
tack on  us.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  at  the  earnest  request  of  Captain 
Hooper,  I  have  concluded  to  put  my  30-pound  Parrott  on  the  Dan,  the  howitzer 
oti  the  Velocity,  and,  with  a  strong  party  from  the  Kensington,  remain  here  my-^ 
i*(!if  and  defend  the  place,  while  I  send  the  Kensington  down  the  coast  under 
the  command  of  my  executive  officer,  who  is  careful  and  competent,  to  obey  your 
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orders  in  reference  to  the  Albatross  and  other  vessels  there ;  and,  trn^tin?  * 
your  approval  of  mj  course^  or  at  least  of  my  motives,  to  await  your  fiiitliQ 
orders  here. 

Leaving  my  party  on  the  Velocity  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Taylor,  on  \'^ 
9th  I  returned  to  Calcasieu  for  the  prize*  Dan,  and  found  they  had  takes  *ir 
sloop  Eliza,  from  Vermillion  hay,  loaded  with  fifteen  hogsheads  of  sugar.  'I!: 
sugar  was  unloaded  and  the  sloop  destroyed.  On  the  10th  and  11th  it  bin?  , 
hard  norther,  but  we  succeeded  in  moving  the  Dan  to  this  place  in  safet}%^btr' 
she  now  lies. 

On  arriving  here  I  found  that  Acting  Master  Taylor,  in  the  Velocin.  Lt 
taken  the  schooner  West  Florida.  She  appears  to  have  sailed  from  New  i  r 
leans  under  a  provisional  British  register;  to  have  cleared  for  Matam'<Tt^ 
Mexico;  to  have  been  taken  and  then  released,  with  a  permit  from  yoDrV.t  ^ 
proceed  to  Mataynoras,  She  was  seen  by  my  officer,  in  command  of  the  Vv 
to  pass  Calcasieu  bar,  the  afternoon  before  she  was  taken,  very  dose  in  fb«>r' 
standing  to  the  westward,  and  to  send  a  man  to  the  masdiead.  A  few  h-T' 
later  she  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Velocity,  coming  from  v. 
eastward  in  about  two  fathoms  water.  She  came  on  as  far  as  the  buoj  on  li 
bar  at  this  place,  when  she  steered  square  in  for  the  Pass,  and  was  taken  i>'- 
the  bar  buoy  in  seven  and  a  half  feet  of  water.  The  crew  admit  that  *L  j 
were  bound  here  from  the  first ;  therefore  I  send  her  forward  as  a  good  prL>. 
but  subject  to  your  approval. 

Having  sent  away  one  prize  crew  in  the  Adventure,  I  am  now  short  of  mo 
and  officers  to  man  the  Velocity  and  steamer  Dan,  so  that  I  am  not  abl*'  * 
fully  man  the  prizes  I  now  send.     I  therefore  retain  nearly  all  the  orir' 
crews  here,  lest  they  should  retake  their  vessels,  and  shall  send  them  fonr2r:| 
by  the  Kensington  on  her  return  from  the  Rio  Grande,  for  which  place  ^ 
leaves  to-day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  GBOGKEB. 
Acting  Mobster  Commanding- 

Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Pensaeola,  Flo- 


United  States  Bark  Arthur, 

Pensacola,  Florida,  October  14,  IS62. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  after  the  receipt  of  your  rcque^I  t 
obtain  Judge  Davis's  family,  on  the  12th  of  September  1  proceeded,  with  il 
yacht  Gorypheus  and  schooner  Bleaker,  to  Corpus  Christi  for  that  par]"-' 
Landed  under  flag  of  truce  and  bad  an  interview  with  the  commanding  ofio^ 
who  refused  Mrs.  Davis  permission  to  leave  Texas,  bnt  said  he  would  rrfer  !(• 
matter  to  Greneral  Bee,  commanding  this  division  of  Texas.  Grot  under  wj\ 
and  as  the  wind  was  ahead  and  we  could  not  pass  through  the  cut  into  Amn^^ 
bay,  proceeded  to  Flour  Bluff,  where  several  small  vessels  were  diecovi-n*. 
Was  joined  by  sloop  Belle  Italia  at  8  p.  m.  Saturday  morning,  (13th  altini 
as  these  vessels  were  trying  to  escape,  shelled  them,  but  they  ran  into  La^'^'^' 
Madre,  where  we  could  not  pursue  them.  Landed  and  reconnoitered  and  i-  "^ 
three  prisoners  off  to  the  yacht,  to  detain  them  till  my  reconnoissance  wae  c"^' 
pleted. 

Sunday  morning,  (14th  ultimo,)  as  the  wind  was  still  ahead,  I  r6maiB<'<|  ^• 

make  further  examinations.     Saw  two  armed  men  in  a  new  unfinished  bmUi^'^ 

•and  threw  a  shell  to  drive  them  off.    Landed  with  my  boat  and  seven  n:«J 

with  the  view  of  ascertaining  if  more  force  was  present,  and  went  mj^^  '^ 
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e  d<M>r  of  the  hoiue,  (belonging  to  one  of  the  men  captured,)  when,  suddenly, 
neteen  men  mehed  out  and  surrounded  me,  and  before  I  could  get  my  revolver 
oni  my  belt  was  overpowered.  My  men,  being  separated  from  me  by  this 
rcc,  dared  not  fire,  as  I  was  in  the  midst  of  the  rebels.  They  were  captured, 
id  we  were  taken  at  once  to  Corpus  Ghristi,  and  from  thence  sent  to  General 
^e,  at  San  Antonio,  for  his  action.  I  was  by  him  paroled — also  the  men — to 
?  sent  north  for  exchanged. 

A2«  Greneral  Bee  admitted  that  I  had  been  an  honorable,  although  an  active 
>einy.  and  had  respected  private  property,  he  sent  me  back  to  the  Arthur, 
[ton  condition  that  myself  and  men  should  go  north  by  first  opportunity.  I 
we  to  report  that  1  have  experienced  kind  and  considerate  treatment  at  the 
uids  of  General  Bee  and  his  officers,  and  my  men  have  also  been  taken  good 
ire  of. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  KITTREDGE, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Senior  Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Import  &f  Acting  Master  Commanding  Crocks  of  the  destruction  of  the  rail- 
road bridge  at  Taylor^ s  Bayou,  together  with  barracks  and  two  schooners. 

United  States  Steamer  Kensington, 

Pensaeola  Bay,  October  24«  1862. 

Sir:  In  continuation  of  my  reports  from  Sabine  Pass,  sent  by  the  prize 
chooners  Adventure  and  West  Florida,  I  have  the  honor  now  to  state  that  on 
Ih*  13th  instant  I  %ent  the  Kensington  on  her  way  to  Rio  Grande,  imder  com- 
land  of  Acting  Master  Taylor,  there  to  wa^er  the  Albatross,  in  obedience  to 
oar  orders,  and  also  to  water  the  other  vessels  blockading  on  the  Texan  coast. 

The  next  day  I  commei^ced  to  prepare  an  expedition  to  destroy  the  large 
ailroad  bridge  at  Tavlor's  bayou,  llie  expedition  I  had  before  sent  under 
omniand  of  Acting  Master  Pennington,  of  the  mortar  schooner  Henry  Janes, 
lavinff  £Euled;  at  which  the  newspapers  above  exulted,  while  the  enemy's  troops 
mmediately  occupied  it,  and  between  two  and  three  hundred  men  were  placed 
here  to  goard  it. 

I  pat  the  Rachel  Seaman's  20-ponnd  Parrott  gun  and  my  heavy  12-pound 
K)at  bowitser  on  the  prize  steamer  Dan,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  with 
lifr  Achooner  Velocity  in  tow,  carrying  the  Kensuigton's  30-pound  Parrott,  I 
torted  to  attack  the  enemy. 

In  crossing  the  bar  to  enter  the  lake  the  schooner  grounded,  and  I  left  her, 
>uf  bing  on  with  the  steamer  and  a  crew  of  twenty-five  men  only.  The  enemy 
vcre  posted  behind  a  high  and  strong  embankment,  and  a  force  of  cavalry  and 
icld  artillery  were  drawn  up  in  the  prairie  a  little  back. 

k»  soon  as  we  came  within  range  with  the  Parrott  we  opened  on  them  with 
•\\i\\  to  draw  their  fire,  if  they  had  any  heavy  artillery;  but  they  did  not  reply, 
iiiil  we  continued  the  fire,  nearing  them  rapidly,  until  our  boat  howitzers,  with 
'wo-second  shrapnel,  had  them  nicely  in  range,  when  the  steamer  grounded 

A  very  few  rounds  gave  the  exact  elevation,  when  the  enemy  broke  and  fled 
in  confusion  towards  the  cavalry  and  a  train  of  cars  which  had  in  the  mean 
time  arrived  from  Beaumont  with  reinforcements. 

I  immediately  sent  two  boats'  crews  to  destroy  the  bridge  while  we  shelled 
the  prairie  and  the  cars.  We  hit  the  train,  and  compelled  it  and  the  troops  to 
toll  back,  after  some  time  spent  in  repairing  the  cars. 
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The  two  boats'  crews,  under  command  of  Master's  Mate  Janvm,  ofO^ 
Bachel  Seaman,  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  0*Gonner,  of  the  Keitfin«t  r.. 
did  their  work  in  the  most  complete  manner;  they  entirely  destroyed  the  briii;:' 
thus  preventing  the  transportation  of  heavy  ardllery  to  Sabine  Pass,  and  J*  > 
burned  all  the  enemy's  barracks,  and  also  the  schooners  Stonewall  and  L  t.  - 
Star.  WhOe  they  were  at  work  the  enemy's  cavalir  made  a  charge  on  th^c 
but  the  well-directed  fire  from  the  steamer  repulsed  them,  and  the  work  wo 
done  at  our  leisure.  Returning  to  the  schooner,  we  towed  her  afloat,  and  arri^  < 
back  at  the  pass  the  next  morning.  All  that  day  (the  16th)  we  spent  in  pn- 
paring  to  attack  a  cavalry  encampment  situated  about  five  miles  back  from  th> 
town  of  Sabine,  the  pickets  from  which  had  been  a  continiial  annoyance  tn  > 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  with  a  party  of  fifty  men  and  a  light  W 
howitzer,  we  commenced  our  march  for  the  encampment,  driving  in  the  picbt-. 
As  we  advanced  they  retreated  before  us,  mdually  increasing  in  number  u"  i 
we  reached  nearly  to  their  encampment,  where  they  made  a  stand :  upon  wh  n 
we  started  towards  them  on  the  double-quick,  until  we  came  within  the  rau.*> 
with  our  howitzer,  when  we  imlimbered  and  gave  it  to  them.  The  enemy  in. 
mediately  broke  and  fled  into  the  chaparral.  *  We  inmiediately  burned  all  th- ' 
encampment,  consisting  of  fourteen  nouses  and  stables,  and  then  maitL«l 
leisurely  back  to  our  schooner. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  steadiness  and  coolness  of  mv  officrd 
and  men;  they  appeared  as  if  on  parade. 

I  desire  to  make  especial  mention  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Janvin.  of  t!H 
Bachel  Seaman,  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  O'Connor,  of  this  ship,  b*  *^i 
of  whom  I  recommend  strongly  for  promotion  for  their  gallantry,  and  also  t  • 
their  professional  qualifications  and  character. 

.  On  the  18th  the  Kensington  returned,  having  obeyed  your  orders,  down  ibv 
coast;  and  on  the  19th,  with  a  number  of  refugees  who  had  fled  to  us  for  pr> 
tection,  I  started  for  the  Southwest  Pass,  where  I  landed  them  on  the  2hr.  !a 
care  of  Captain  Weeks,  of  the  Pampero.  I  left  the  RacheT  Seaman  at  Sabx.' 
Pass,  and  also  the  schooner  Velocity,  with  the  Kensington's  Parrott  g:tm,  anJ 
the  prize  steamer  Dan,  with  the  heavy  howitzer  and  about  thirty  of  the  K.en.»b£* 
ton's  men,  all  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Hammond,  of  the  Kenain^'t  •:. 
who  has  accompanied  me  on  all  my  expeditions,  and  distinguished  himiHuf  -f 
his  coolness  and  bravery  on  all  occasions. 

Captain  Hooper  has  rendered  me  the  most  important  and  efficient  aid  on  all 
occasions,  while  all  the  officers  and  men  remaining  on  board  the  Eensin^ 
have  performed  their  greatly-increased  duties  with  the  utmost  cheerftilne!»e.  n* 
gretting  only  that  they  also  could  not  have  been  spared  to  keep  us  on  shnr 

On  the  22d  I  supplied  water  to  the  vessels  at  Ship  island ;  on  the  23d  reporU'^l 
to  Commodore  Bell,  at  Mobile,  and  arrived  off  this  port  last  night, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  CROCKER, 
Acting  Master,  Commandtnj 

Rear  Admiral  D.  6.  Farbaqut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 


Lieutenant  Commander  T.  McKean  Buchanan's  report  of  his  opera  titmi  ts  f*^ 

tpaters  of  Louisiana, 

Unitbd  bTATBS  Steambr  Oalhocn, 
O/f  Brashear  City^  Atchafalaya  river,  November  9,  l^^- 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Lake  Pontchartrain  on  lb(»  s'**"^ 
noon  of  the  25th  of  October,  to  proceed  to  the  Southwest  Pass,  whew  I  ^«  ^^ 
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met  by  the  steamers  Eetrella  and  St.  Mary's,  and  to  proceed  from  there  to 
i«  place,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  General  Weitzel,  who  was  coming  along 
f  railroad;  and  I  also  hoped  to  catch  some  confederate  gunboats. 
i  had  expeeted  to  bring  the  steamers  Kinsman  and  Diana  with  me,  but  the 
ikoinan  broke  down  at  Fort  Pike,  and  the  Diana  not  having  her  officers  or 
nr,  I  left  without  them. 

1  anived  at  the  Southwest  Pass  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  having  rui> 
mund  in  coming  through  Pass  a  I'Outre,  and  left  in  company  with  the  Es- 
11a,  IJealenant  Commander  Cook,  and  the  United  States  transport  St.  Mary'Sr 
ring  on  board  the  21st  Indiana  regiment,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th. 
Wc  arrived  in  the  bay  the  morning  of  the  29th,  and  immediately  commenced 
iking  out  the  channel,  which  is  very  intricate  and  narrow.  The  rebels  had 
as^ved  all  the  buoys  and  stakes,  but  we,  by  hard  work,  managed  to  work  our 
&y  up  to  the  obstructions  in  the  channel  by  the  ^ening  of  the  30th.  The 
in^xnan  arrived  the  same  evening,  and  I  left  the  pilot  busy  all  night  putting 
»wn  Btakea  to  get  around  the  obstructions,  and  as  there  was  not  water  enougn 
•teer  in,  X  hauled  the  Kinsman  alongside  and  put  all  my  guns  and  ammuni- 
m  on  board  of  her.  The  same  morning  a  rebel  steamer  came  down  to  take  a 
ok  at  ua,  and  fired  three  guns  at  us,  which  I  returned  with  two  from  my 
)-pounder  Panott,  when  she  turned  and  ran  back.  The  next  day  I  tried  to 
Kt  the  Calhoun  over,  but  she  grounded.  I  put  three  of  her  guns  back  and 
Artcd  with  the  Estrella  for  Atchafalaya  river,  out  the  Estrella  also  ran  aground ; 
ad  finding  it  impossible  to  get  her  off  until  high  tide,  I  went  with  the  lunsman 
bine  to  the  mouth  of  the  river;  but  finding  nothing  I  ran  out  into  the  bay  and 
nchored.  and  sent  my  pilot  down  to  the  other  vessels.  He  brought  the  E&. 
rt'lla  and  St.  Mary's  up  safely  the  next  morning,  and  Mr.  Jordan,  the  executive 
fficer,  succeeded  in  getting  around  the  obstructions  and  about  half  way  up  the 
iiy,  where  the  Calhoun  grounded  again.  We  tried  to  get  her  off  in  the  Ains- 
oan,  but  not  succeeding,  and,  as  we  nad  already  lost  so  much  time,  I  took  part 
f  my  crew  and  two  guns  on  board  and  started  for  this  place,  where  we  arrived 
bout  7  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  Ist.  Upon  getting  off  the  town  I  saw  a  steamer's 
oKtke,  which  I  immediately  made  for,  although  I  could  not  fire  upon  her,  as 
nr  Parrott  gun  was  spiked,  how  or  by  whom  I  cannot  discover.  I  ordered  the 
Sstrella  to  open  fiire,  however,  and  we,  a  short  time  afterwards  getting  our  gun 
Jcar,  opened  also.  The  steamer  then  rang  her  bcU  very  loudl  v,  and  we  heard 
xraons  singing  out  "  don't  fire" — which  has  been  corroborated  by  persons  from 
fhore — ^when  1  ordered  the  Estrella  to  cease  firing,  and  also  the  Kinsman,  think- 
iiK  »hc  had  surrendered,  and  for  the  Estrella  to  run  alongside  of  her  and  board 
b<!r,  she  then  being  about  1,500  yards  distant;  but  Captain  Cook  misunder- 
(tauding  the  order  fell  back,  and  about  the  same  time  the  steamer  fired  again, 
striking  the  Kinsman  under  the  port  bow.  I  immediately  opened  on  her  again, 
ind  scUl  going  full  speed  made  for  her;  but  she  put  up  the  Atchafalaya  river, 
tnd,  altboueh  we  followed  her  for  nearly  an  hour,  she  succeeded  in  escaping 
m^rn  U6  by  lier  superior  speed.  She  proved  to  be  the  rebel  gunboat  Cotton, 
mm-clad,  with,  I  think,  the  guns  casemated,  and  verv  fast  The  same  night  I 
captured  the  rebel  steamboat  A.  B.  Seger.  She  belonged  to  the  confederate 
Stiles  navy,  and  was  used  as  despatch  boat,  and  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
A.  Coons,  C.  8.  N.  The  crew  ran  her  on  shore  and  deserted  her.  She  is  a 
imall  side-wheel  boat  of  about  thirty  tons,  and  not  fit  to  go  outside.  I  brought 
op  the  St.  Mary's  the  same  night,  and  anchored  off  Brashcar  City.  We  landed 
the  next  morning,  and  found  that  we  had  arrived  too  late  by  forty-eight  hours* 
^J  prevent  the  rebels  from  crossing.  The  Diana  arrived  the  same  day,  and 
^kinly  afterwards  Mr.  Jordan  arrived  with  the  Calhoun.  As  soon  as  I  had 
frxdeJ  I  started  with  all  four  boats  up  the  Atchafalaya  river,  to  go  up  Bayou 
Teche  to  Franklin.  About  five  miles  above  Pattersonville,  and  three  from  the 
moutlk  of  the  Tcche,  I  found  the  enemy  posted.    They  had  thrown  up  some 
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earChworkfl  about  two  miles  up,  which  tkej  deserted  on  our  appToacb,  and  r^ 
treated  above  a  bridge  called  the  Gomaj  bridge.  I  opened  on  them  witli  l} 
Parrott  guns,  but  cany  ingawaj  the  chock  to  which  the  breaching  was  ee<c7»-i 
I  was  obliged  to  stop  to  repair.  I  sent  Captain  Cook  ahead  wkh  the  otl^: 
two  boats,  when  he  soon  came  in  range  of  the  Cotton,  which  wa^  jk^'^^ 
above  the  bridge,  and,  as  we  soon  found  out,  thej  had  also  the  river  •• 
stmcted.  The  second  or  third  shot  struck  the  Estrdla  on  her  port  rail,  kiHb 
two  soldiers  who  were  working  a  24-pounder  howitzer,  and  wounding  anotii' 
man,  and  also  carrying  away  the  £strella'8  wheel  ropes.  The  Estrelk  « 
obliged  to  run  on  shore,  to  allow  the  other  boats  to  pass,  the  Teche  being  in 
very  narrow.  The  Diana  and  Kinsman  kept  on,  out  the  Diana  haTin^  i 
Parrott  guns  mounted  on  an  iron  carriage,  got  it  foul,  and  was  obliged  to  -vs 
The  Kinsman,  however,  kept  on  up  to  the  bridge ;  and  I  would  respectfiui 
brii^  to  your  notice  the  conduct  of  Acting  Master  Greotge  Wiggins,  comnuuii 
ing  her.  He  put  his  ship  right  up  to  the  battery  on  shore,  whiob,  I  have  -Itk 
learned,  consisted  of  eleven  field-pieces,  and  within  one  flio\iaAnd  yards  of  lv 
Cotton,  which  was  as  close  as  he  could  get.  He  drove  off  the  field-pieces,  xa^ 
kept  up  fire  with  his  rifled  gun  on  the  Cotton.  He  received  fifty-fonr  ^il•t 
through  his  hull  and  upper  works,  and  had  three  through  his  flag.  He  hxa  "i*- 
round  shot  through  his  shell-room  and  magazine,  but,  fortunately,  it  M  l< 
more  damage  than  to  destroy  eleven  shell-boxes,  and  to  knock  the  sabot$  of  >^ 
the  shell.  He  had  one  man  killled  and  five  wounded,  one  of  which — ^bii  ^\ 
pilotH-died  next  day  from  the  effects  of  amputation.  I  hurried  np  as  6m\  a 
neard  the  firing,  and  run  my  stem  up  to  the  bridge,  and  fin JUn^  the  Kinpnu 
was  leaking  badly,  ordered  Captain  Wiggins  to  back  out  of  range.  By  nuuuL 
my  bow  into  the  bank,  I  brought  my  port  broadside  to  bear  on  tbc  C'x:'o 
She  stood  for  about  twenty  minutes,  when  she  backed  np  around  a  torn  in  ti" 
Teche,  and  soon  got  out  of  our  range.  The  Estrella  and  Diana  also  br  tb 
time  were  up,  and  after  shelling  the  woods  we  landed.  I  tried  to  haul  ihf 
obstructions  away,  and  also  tried  to  force  the  Diana  over,  bat  could  not  §^- 
ceed.  As  night  was  coming  on  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  lay  in  the  TkL.. 
where  the  enemy  could  come  all  around  us  at  night,  and  fire  upon  ^  ^"-^^ 
musketry  and  artillery  without  our  being  able  to  see  them,  so  I  retwntfl  i" 
Brashear  City  to  repair  damages  and  bury  the  dead.  The  Cotton  made  n-&» 
excellent  firing.  I  received  eight  shots,  three  of  which  were  in  the  hall  on  tb' 
port  side,  two  in  my  port  wheel-house,  one  in  my  starboard  wheeUhoa^.  s^ 
two  in  my  port  round  house.    None  of  them  did  any  material  damage  or  bur]  > 

e^rson  on  board.     The  Estrella  was  touched  three  times,  as  was  abo  tbe  I?i«n^ 
one  of  us  had  our  machinery  touched.    The  obstructions  consist  of  s  steau) ' 
called  tbe  Fly  Catcher,  and  a  schooner  loaded  with  bricks,  sunk  uv)^-^  ^^^ 
channel,  and  then  live  oak  thrown  in  all  around.    With  a  land  force  to  piv*tat 
us  on  the  banks,  I  could  remove  tbe  obstructions,  I  think;  but  as  it  i»  i^*'*- 
with  tbe  Cotton  firing  upon  us,  and  a  large  force  on  shore,.!  think  it  is  exp^^^i^r 
my  men  unnecessarily.     The  whole  rebel  force  was  there,  we  learned,  na*^^* 
General  Monson,  numbering  from  three  to  four  thousand  men.     Wg  cat  tbtm 
up  pretty  badly,  and  they  have  since  moved  their  camp  up  to  Centre^'i^^ 
wnich  is  three  miles  above  the  obstructions,  only  keeping  their  carabr  ^^^^ 
artillery  below.    We  were  busy  all  the  next  day  repairing  damages.    ^^' 
morning  of  the  5th  I  started  up  again  with  the  £strella,  leavine  tbe  other  b^^* 
to  continue  their  repairs.    We  drove  them  off  as  before,  but  I  did  not  escape  t- 
luckily — a  shot  firom  the  Cotton  striking  the  port  forward  struck  offinjP*"^'! 
gun,  killing  two  men  almost  instantly.     Their  names  are  William  Cameron  »r' 
William  Hislop.    My  officers  and  crew  have  all  behaved  excellentlr-   '^'' 
crews  of  all  the  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  the  Diana^s,  (who  are  volnDt^•^ 
firom  the  frigate  Mississippi,)  and  ten  men  on  board  the  £strclk  irom  tbe  P<^* 
aacola,  have  been  shipped  in  New  Orleans,  and  all  have  behaved  well.   Ou  tb< 
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b.  Acting  Master  Weeks,  in  command  of  the  Diana,  while  cmising  in  Grand 
cc,  heard  of  some  cotton,  which  he  went  after  and  bronght  to  this  place.  It 
L4  taken  at  the  request  of  the  agent,  (a  Mr.  Todd,)  who  represents  himself  as 
rnion  mail,  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  bnming  it.    I  would  respectfoily  wish 

kiiow  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  it.  There  are  two  hunared  and  fifty- 
V  bales.  The  owners  are  represented  as  Union  men  also,  and  live  in  Frank- 
I.  The  next  daj  I  started  Acting  Master  Wiggins  in  the  Eansman,  taking 
ring  with  him  the  Seger,  to  capture  two  steamers  which  I  had  heard  of.  After 
me  tronhle  he  succeeded  in  finding  them  stowed  away  in  a  small  bayou  called  • 
syciu  Cheval,  about  nine  miles  from  Grand  lake.  The  steamers  he  found  to 
'  almost  useless,  one  of  them  (the  Osprey)  having  no  wheel,  and  part  of  her 
[tchinciy  gone,  and  the  other  one  (the  J.  P.  Smith)  all  rotten.  He  found  it 
) possible  to  get  them  out,  they  having  been  run  hard  ashore ;  and  upon  con- 
hing  with  my  chief  engineer,  whom' I  had  sent  along,  as  to  the  possibility  of 
eir  b<^tng  repaired,  he  concluded  to  bum  them.  He  was  also  induced  to  bum 
fim  from  the  fact  that  he  found  a  gang  on  board  making  bowie  knives  and 
»ulding  buckshot  and  bullets,  and  also  found  an  order  to  the  captain  to  bum 
vm  if  the  Yankees  came  up.  He  took  the  captain  of  the  Smith  and  a  Oaptain 
lid  well,  who  commanded  a  company  about  there,  with  his  gang,  prisoners,  all 
'  ^hich  I  have  turned  over  to  Colonel  McMillan. 

The  Cotton  is  in  such  a  position  that  she  cannot  escape.  She  cannot  go 
vuch  farther  up  the  Teche,  and  she  cannot  get  out.  I  keep  boats  running  up 
id  down  there  eveiy  day ;  but  I  have  given  orders  not  to  engage  her  imless 
U'rc  is  some  prospect  of  success,  as  we  are  all  rather  short  of  ammunition,  par- 
cmlarlr  Parrott,  as  we  have  to  use  our  bow  guns  most  all  the  time.  From  the 
I'tft  iniormation  I  have  been  able  to  gain,  we  have,  so  far,  strack  her  various 
me:i,  bat  our  shot  glance  off  her  iron  casing.  I  saw  this  myself  the  other  day. 
r^  have  had  her  on  firo  three  times— once  by  the  Kinsman,  and  twice  by  this 
[itp.  Bo  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  we  have  killed  four  men  on  board 
nd  wounded  several,  and  also  killed  and  wounded  a  number  on  shore  the  fir^ 
ay,  and  killed  one  two  days  afterwards.  I  intend  to  try  her  again  by  sending 
n*  two  light  draught  vessels  around  into  Grand  lake  to  get  in  her  rear,  while  I 
0  tip  and  engage  her  in  front.  I  think  they  can  get  within  a  mile  of  her,  but 
ifY  will  have  to  fire  over  woods.  We  received  a  small  supply  of  ammunition 
>Hjay.  but  not  enough,  as  the  rebels  are  beg^ning  to  be  troublesome  on  the* 
Boka  of  the  elver  and  the  Teche.  There  was  a  large  lot  sent  out,  but  through 
»uie  caiekssness  the  train  was  blown  up. 

Tlie  rebels,  on  leaving  this  place,  destroyed  a  great  deal  of  sugar  and  bumt 
p  ovtT  one  hundred  cars. 

llic  planters  here  have  almost  all  deserted  their  plantations  and  taken  their 
••irroea  with  them. 

i  forgot  to  mention  that  I  also  had  a  man — ^Frank  Bein,  ordinary  seaman — 
illcd  on  the  5tb,  by  the  premature*  explosion  of  a  Dahlgren  snell  from  a 
4-pannder  howitzer,  on  board  of  the  Estrella.  The  Estrella  was  a  little  astern 
f  met,  and  the  Teche  being  very  narrow,  she  was  obliged  to  fire  very  near  over 
ly  qoarter-deok.  A  piece  of  shell  strack  him  in  the  back  and  killed  him  nearly 
Qtft4&ntly.  As  the  channel  is  veiy  narrow  and  intricate  in  coming  through  the 
ay.  I  would  respectfully  request  to  know  if  I  could  have  authority  to  have  it 
taked  out  and  the  buoys  placed,  most  of  which  are  here.  The  pilots  are  the 
miy  penons  I  would  have  to  employ.  Vessels  of  seven  feet  draught  could  then 
iit«r. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THS.  McKEAN  BUCHANAN, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  States  Navy, 

Rear  Admiral  David  G.  Farbagut, 

Commanding  Western  Chdf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  New  Orleans. 
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WESTERN  FLOTILLA. 

Flag- Officer  Footers  report  of  a  reconnoissance  down  the  Misnuippi  nrer. 

Cairo,  lUimns,  Jamiary  7, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  telegraphed  the  department  already  that  to-daj  I  have  mdiir  i 
reconnoifisance  down  the  river,  within  the  range  of  the  batteries  of  Colmcl'^* 
'taking  with  me  the  Essex,  Captain  Porter,  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  CommMii 
ing  Shirk,  and  the  Taylor,  Captain  Walke.  Colonel  Webster,  of  the  eDgiL*^ 
corps,  also  accompanied  ns,  while  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  on  the  Miasotui  sio 
proceeded  at  the  same  time  toward  Belmont. 

I  ran  down  within  range  of  the  rebel  batteries,  but  the  enemy  did  not  of 
fire.  My  object  was  fully  attained  in  seeing  the  river  down  to  the  point « 
[reached]  clear  of  sub-marine  batteries  and  other  obstacles.  1  did  not  courk 
it  policy  to  open  fire  on  the  batteries,  as  we  had  not  the  force  to  attempt ! 
carry  them,  which  would  have  induced  the  rebels  to  claim  a  victory  if  ve  b 
retired  after  first  opening,  upon  them.  One  of  their  gunboats,  wluch  ire  b. 
driven  down  the  river,  followed  us  up  on  our  return.  I  fired  at  her  and  ti: 
gave  chase,  compelling  her  to  return  to  Columbus,  after  an  exchange  of  tv* 
three  shots,  one  of  which  was  fiired  from  the  Columbus  batteries  when  ire  ^y 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  yards  further  off  than  we  were  when  first  ruiim: 
down  to  examine  the  river. 

The  object  of  the  rcconnoissance  was  satisfactorily  accomplished  in  all  r^q^' 
showing  that  the  rumors  of  obstacles  being  in  the  river  and  dangerous  torpedj^ 
are  unfounded,  at  least,  until  within  range  of  the  rebel  batteries. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


4 
Flag'Officer  Footers  report  of  condition,  of  gunboats^  enclosing  telegram  of  the  11*' 

Cairo,  IlL,  January  12, 1S6:'. 

Sir  :  I  sent  a  telegram  to  the  department  yesterday,  a  copy  of  wkicli  • 
enclosed.  I  had  given  Commander  Porter  instructions  to  keep  near  and  pn'tn'J 
the  advanced  bri^ide  of  Greneral  McClernand,  and  there  remain  until  1  bLo:/ 
join  him  with  the  Taylor  to-day,  or  to-morrow.  But  early  yesterday  mornbr 
the  rebel  gunboats  coming  up  from  Columbus  and  opening  upon,  onr  b<^-' 
brought  on  the  little  engagement  which  resulted  in  the  rebel  boats  npi^^^ 
retreating  under  their  batteries  at  Columbus. 

As  we  are  getting  stores,  &c.,  aboard  the  remaining  gunboats,  prepar&ti)r}  ' 
putting  them  in  commission,  I  necessarily  spend  all  my  time  in  lookbg^  '^'^'^ 
these  boats,  which  is  not  required  in  looking  after  our  interests  down  the  rivi : 
We  are  now  in  immediate  want  of  a  thousand  men  for  the  gunboats,  la  ^^' 
meantime,  I  am  getting  the  boats  into  the  middle  of  the  river  and  patting  tli^'^'' 
ordnance  and  other  equipments  and  stores  on  board,  and  by  the  20tli  in^tani 
expect  to  have  all  the  gunboats  in  commission,  although  with  but  one-thini  ot  i 
crew  to  each  boat.  I  trust  that  this  deficiency  will  bo  supplied  by  men  fro^ 
the  east,  before  the  20th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  a  FOOTE,  Fiag-Ogtccr- 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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[Telegram.] 

Dnitbd  Statbs  Gunboat  Taylor, 
Musissippi,  below  Cairo,  January  11,  1862. 

)iB :  Yesterday,  as  reported  to  the  department,  I  sent  Captain  Porter,  with 
Essex,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding,  with  the  St.  Louie,  down  the 
er  to  protect  the  advance  brigade  under  Greneral  McClemand,  and  also  have 
it  two  other  gtmboats  up  the  Tennessee  river.  This  morning  three  rebel 
aboats  came  up  from  Columbus,  and*  opened  the  attack  on  the  Essex  and  St. 
Qis  at  long  range,  and  for  twenty  minutes  the  fire  was  very  brisk  between  the 
I*  boats  engaged,  when  the  rebel  boats  retreated,  but  a  running  fire  was  con- 
qh!  for  an  hour  until  the  rebel  boats  were  driven  behind  their  batteries  at 
lumboB.     Captain  Porter  believes  that  one  of  the  rebel 'boats  was  disabled. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs,  Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 


liter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  enclosing  report  of  Commander  W.  D.  Porter  p 

of  ike  gunboat  Essex. 

Cairo,  January  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  forward  a  report  from  Commander  Porter.     The  rebel  gunboat  shells 
i  f<ell  short  of  our  boats,  while  our  shells  reached  and  ranged  beyond  their 
tats— showing  the  greater  range  of  our  guns,  but  the  escape  of  the  rebels 
ewed  the  greater  speed  of  their  boats. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Unitbd  Statbs  Gunboat  Essbx, 
Fort  Jefferson,  January  13,  1862. 

•Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  General  McClemand  sent  on  board  this 
e?*cl  and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  moving  up  the  river  from  Columbus 
ith  several  vessels,  towing  up  a  battery.  I  immediately  signalled  Lieutenant 
ommanding  Paulding,  of  the  St.  Louis,  to  get  under  way  and  prepare  for  ac- 
rni.  A  very  thick  fog  coming  on,  we  were  compelled  to  steam  slowly  dewn 
^c  river,  but  about  10  o'clock,  or  a  little  after,  it  rose,  and  showed  us  a  large 
tnamcr  at  the  head  of  Lucas's  bend.  We  heard  her  whistle  the  moment  we 
^vre  Been  by  them.  Shortly  after  whistling  she  was  joined  by  another  large 
nd  a  small  steamer.  We  pursued  our  course  steadily  down  the  river,  and  when 
nthin  long  range  the  large  steamer  fired  a  heavy  shell  gun,  which  struck  the 
!uid  bar  between  us,  and  ricocheted  within  about  two  hundred  yards  of  this 
t-i<Hel  and  burst.  We  at  this  time  did  not  return  the  fire,  but  continued  our 
ouTue  down  in  order  to  near  the  vessel.  By  this  time  the  large  steamer  was 
uined  by  her  consorts,  and  they  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us.  I  now  hailed 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding,  and  directed  him  to  try  one  of  his  rifle 
Annon.  He  instantly  fired,  and  sent  his  shot  'completely  over  the  enemy.  I 
^^n  opened  from  my  bow  guns,  and  the  action  became  brisk  on  both  sides  for 
AH)Ui  twenty  minutes,  the  enemy  firing  by  broadsides.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
he  enemy  hauled  off,  and  stood  down  the  river,  roundinr  to  occasionally  and 
pving  us  broadsides.    This  running  fight  continued  until  he  reached  the  shelter 
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of  his  batteries  on  the  Iron  bank  above  Colnmbus.    We  continued  the  actii* 
and  drove  him  behind  their  batteries  in  a  crippled  condition^  as  wf  eodd  lii- 
tinctlj  see  oar  shell  explode  on  his  decks.    The  action  lasted  over  an  hour,  sj< 
terminated,  as  I  think,  in  a  complete  defeat  of  the  enemy's' boats,  snperio:  I 
size  and  number  of  guns  to  the  Essex  and  St.  Louis.    On  the  12th  Gtii*: 
McClemand  requested  me  to  make  a  reconnoissance  towards  the  Iron  banks, 
did  so,  and  offered  the  enemy  battle  by  firing  a  round  shot  at  their  battenr.  ^ 
they  did  not  respond,  nor  did  I  see  anvthing  of  their  boats.     I  have  since  i-n 
informed  through  the  general  that  the  boats  of  the  enemy  were  completely  o 
abled,  and  the  panic  became  so  great  at  the  Iron  banks  that  the  gani»7^  ^ 
sorted  their  guns. 

The  fire  of  the  St.  Louis  was  precise,  and  the  shot  told  welL  The  ofii-^ 
and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  firmness — ^Mr.  Biley,  our  first  ma.*tr 
carrying  out  all  my  orders  strictly,  while  the  officers  of  the  gun  divi?'  <\ 
Messrs.  Laning  and  Ferry,  paid  particular  attention  to  the  pointing  ot  th 
respective  guns.  Mr.  Brittan,  my  aid,  paid  all  attention  to  my  orders  and  c<) 
Yeyed,  them  correctly  and  with  alacrity.  In  fact,  all  the  officers  and  mtu 
board  behaved  like  veterans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

W.D.PORTER  Commander 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Flag-Officer  Footers  report  of  his  arrival  at  Paducak  loitA  gunboaU^  encm.u 

special  orders  to  commanders  of  gunboats* 

United  States  Gunboat  Tavlob, 
Paducah,  February  3, 156i 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  left  Cairo  yesterday  with  tV' 
vessel,  having  ordered  the  armored  gunboats  Essex,  Carondelet,  Cincinnad.  v>» 
St.  Louis  to  precede  me  to  Paducah,  and  arrived  here  last  evening. 

To-day  I  purpose  ascending  the  Tennessee  river  with  the  four  new  anni'm.' 
boats  and  the  old  gunboats  Taylor,  Conestoga,  and  Lexington,  in  conVov  of  tl** 
troops  undor  General  Grant,  for  the  purpose  of  conjointly  attacking  and  dcii 
pying  Fort  Henry  and  the  railroad  bridge  connecting  Bowling  Green  ^i-' 
Columbus.  The  transports  have  not  yet  arrived,  although  expected  last  nigK' 
firom  Cairo,  which  causes  detention ;  whOe  in  the  meantime,  umortunatelj,  ^ 
river  is  falling.  I  am  ready  with  the  seven  gunboats  to  act  offensively  wfcrT; 
ever  the  army  is  in  condition  to  advance,  and  have  every  confidence,  mider  G'-u 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  silence  the  guns  at  Fort  Henry  and  its  surroundiie 
notwithstanding  I  have  been  obliged,  for  want  of  men,  to  take  from  tb*"  ti^* 
boats  remaining  at  Cairo  all  the  men,  except  a  sufficient  number  to  man  one  ^ 
boat  for  the  protection  of  that  important  post. 

I  have  left  Commander  Kilty  as  senior  officer  in  charge  of  the  guns  and  morti/ 
boats  at  Cairo,  ordering  him,  with  the  assistance  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock.  t* 
use  every  effort  in  obtaining  more  men  and  forwarding  the  early  eqaipnu'Ut** 
the  mortar  boats.  It  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  we  have  not  been  M<  (" 
obtain  men  for  the  flotilla,  as  they  only  are  wanting  to  enable  me  to  havt  &' 
this  moment  eleven  full-manned,  instead,  of  seven  partially  manned,  gun^'i': 
ready  for  efficient  operations  at  any  point.  The  volunteers  from  the  annj  to  ^ 
in  the  gunboats  exceed  the  number  of  men  required^  but  the  derangtment  -^ 
companies  and  regiments,  in  permitting  them  to  leave,  is  the  reason  a^fi;o<?<I  ^f 
not  more  than  fifty  of  the  number  having  been  thus  &r  tnuisferrea  to  tiK 
flotiUa. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the  gunboats  in  antkip-^t^* 
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the  attack  on  Fort  Heniy ;  also,  a  copy  of  orders  to  Lieutenant  Gommand- 
I'bclpSy  who  will  have  more  especial  charge  of  the  old  gunboats,  and  operate 
a  lesd  exposed  condition  than  the  armored  boats. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  rOOTE,  Flag' Officer. 
fiun.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashingUmt  D.  C 

P.  8. — ^Several  transports  with  troops  have  just  arrived.     I  proceed  up  the 
Due^dee  early  in  the  morning,  and  will  there  make  the  Cincinnati  my  flag- 

P- 

A.  H.  F. 


SPECIAL  ORDER. 


Unite*  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 

Ohio  River,  February  2,  1862. 

The  captains  of  the  gunboats,  before  going  into  action,  will  always  see  that 
t'  hoods  covering  the  gratings  of  the  hatches  at  the  bows,  and  stems,  and  else- 
lere,  are  taken  off;  otherwise,  great  injury  will  result  from  the  concussion  of 
L'  gunfl  in  firing.  The  anchors,  also,  must  be  unstocked,  if  they  interfere  with 
(*  range  of  the  bow  guns. 

In  attacking  the  fort,  the  first  order  of  steaming  will  be  observed,  as,  by  the 
d»els  being  parallel,  they  will  be  much  less  exposed  to  the  enemy's  range 
an  if  not  in  a  parallel  line,  and  by  moving  ahead  or  astern,  which  all  the 
S!>el8  "wlSl  do  by  following  the  motions  of  the  flag-ship,  it  will  be  difficult  for 
»*  enemy  to  get  an  accurate  range  of  the  gunboats. 

Equal  distances  from  one  another  must  be  observed  by  all  the  vessels  in  action. 
h«*  flag-ship  will,  of  course,  open  the  fire  first,  and  then  others  will  follow  when 
K)d  Bight  of  the  enemy's  guns  in  the  fort  can  be  obtained.  There  must  be  no 
ing  until  correct  signts  can  be  obtained,  as  this  would  not  only  be  throwing 
(uy  ammunition,  but  it  would  encourage  the  enemy  to  see  us  firing  wildly  and 
uinlessly  at  the  fort.  The  captains  will  enforce  upen  their  men  the  absolute 
^ci^sity  of  observing  this  order;  and  let  it  be  also  distinctly  impressed  on  the  mind 
'  f'very  man  firing  a  gun,  that,  while  the  first  shot  may  be  either  of  too  much 
i^vittion  or  too  little,  there  is  no  excuse  fi)r  a  second  wild  fire,  as  the  first  will 
idicate  the  inaccuracy  of  the  aim  of  the  gun,  which  must  be  elevated,  or  de- 
Tv^^eA,  or  trained,  as  circumstances  require.  Let  it  be  reiterated  that  random 
ring  in  not  a  mere  waste  of  ammunition,  but,  what  is  far  worse,  it  encourages 
K>  enemy  when  he  sees  shot  and  shell  falling  harmlessly  about  and  beyond 
iiu. 

The  great  object  is  to  dismount  the  guns  in  the  fort  by  the  accuracy  of  our 
pr*,  although  a  shell  in  the  meantime  may  occasionally  be  thrown  in  among 
Uxly  of  tne  enemy's  troops.  Oreat  caution  will  be  observed  lest  our  own 
r>op9  be  mistaken  ror  the  enemy. 

When  the  fiag-ship  ceases  firing,  it  will  be  a  signal  for  the  other  vessels  also 
*  cease,  as  the  ceasing  of  fire  will  indicate  the  surrender,  or  the  readiness  to 
tinvnder,  the  fort.  As  the  vessels  will  all  be  so  near  one  another,  verbal  com- 
ninication  will  be  held  with  the  commander-in-chief  when  it  is  wanted.  The 
ommander*in-chief  has  every  confidence  in  the  spirit  and  valor  o^  officers  and 
i*in  under  his  command,  and  his  only  solicitude  arises  lest  the  firing  should  be 
L>o  rapid  for  precision,  and  that  coolness  and  order,  so  essential  to  complete  suc- 
h:<«.  shoald  not  be  observed;  and  hence  he  has,  in  this  general  order,  expressed 
ii;4  views,  which  must  be  observed  by  all  under  his  command. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag'OJicer  commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 
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SPECIAL  ORDER  No.  2.. 

United  Statbh  Gunboat  Taylor. 

Ohio  River,  February  2, 1S61 

The  division  of  the  three  gunboats  not  anned,  and,  consequently,  not  p> 
pared  to  encounter  at  so  short  a  range  the  batteries  of  the  fort  as  th^"  l^. 
armed  boats,  will  take  a  position  astern,  and,  if  practicable,  inshore  of  the  ri;:^ 
of  the  main  division  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  in  charge  of  tbl*  d: 
sion,  from  his  great  experience  and  successful  charge  of  our  interest  for  iik*<*. 
the  time  on  the  Tennessee  and  Oumberland  rivers,  will,  I  trust,  be  embl^  * 
throw  shells  into  Fort  Heniy,  with  no  greater  exposure  to  his  drvision,  comp::r. 
tively,  than  to  that  of  the  armored  boats,  whOe  the  main  division,  more  dim:: 
in  the  face  of  the  fort,  attempts  to  dismount  its  guns  in  close  range  by  a  m* 
direct  fire.  The  captains  of  this  division  will  also  see  that  no  enn  is  fired  vh 
out  accurate  aim,  as  we  have  no  ammunition  to  throw  away ;  out,  what  ^^^ 
be  far  worse,  rapid,  random,  harmless  firing  would  encourage  the  enemj  to  a  ny? 
determined  resistance. 

Great  care  must  be  observed  lest  our  troops  should  be  mistaken  for  x\ 
enemy.  When  the  main  division  ceases  fiiring,  it  will  be  an  indication  thai  r^ 
fort  is  ready  to  surrender. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flfg' Officer  commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Westem  Wat^ 


:.' 


SPECIilL  ORDER  Ko  3. 


United  States  Gunboat  Taylob. 
Padmcah,  February  2,  lS6i 

Lieutenant  Gomnvanding  Phelps  will,  as  soon  as  the  fort  shall  have  furH 
dered,  and  upon  signal  from  the  flag-ship,  proceed  with  the  Conestc^,  Ts^-l ' 
and  Lexington  up  the  river  to  where  the  railroad  bridge  crosses,  and  if  the  ara* 
shall  not  already  have  got  possession,  he  will  destroy  so  much  of  the  track  »i 
wiU  entirely  prevent  its  nee  V  the  rebels. 

He  will  then  proceed  as  far  up  the  river  as  the  stage  of  water  will  admit.  &n 
capture  the  enemy's  gunboats,  and  other  vessels  which  might  prove  araili/ 
to.the  enemy. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag' Officer  commanding  Naval  Forces  in  the  Western  Watn 


Flag- Officer  Footers  report  of  attack  on  Fort  Henry ,  February  6,  1862. 

Gairo,  III.,  February  7, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  mstant,  at  12|  o'clock  p  c 
I  made  an  attack  on  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  with  the  iron-<rK^' 
gunboats  Gincinnati,  Gommander  Stembel;  the  flag-ship  Essex,  Gotamacd**" 
Porter ;  the  Garondelet,  Gommander  Walke,  and  St  Lotiis,  lieutenant  C  >Q 
manding  Paulding;  also  taking  with  me  the  three  old  gunboats  Cooe«M^ 
Lieutenant  Gommanding  Phelps ;  the  Taylor,  laeutenant  Commanding  GwIld 
and  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Shirk,  as  a  second  diTU)o&  ^ 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Phelps,  which  took  podtioB  asteni  vi 
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shore  of  the  armored  hpats,  doing  good  execution  there  in  the  action,  while 
^  armored  boats  were  placed  in  the  first  order  of  steaming,  approaching  the 
rt  in  a  parallel  line. 

The  fire  was  opened  at  seventeen  hundred  yards  distance  from  the  flag-ship, 
hich  waB  followed  by  the  other  gunboats,  and  responded  to  by  the  fort.  As 
e  approached  the  fort  under  slow  steaming  till  we  reached  within  six  hundred 
irds  of  the  rebel  batteries,  the  fire,  both  from  the  gunboats  and  forts,  increased 
i  rapidity  and  accuracy  of  range.  At  twenty  minutes  before  the  rebel  flag 
a^  tttmcky  the  Essex,  unfortunately,  received  a  shot  in  her  boilers,  which  re- 
Jted  in  the  wounding,  by  scalding,  of  twenty-nine  officers  and  men,  including 
ommandcr  Porter,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  enclosed  list  of  casualties.  The 
jw»ex  then  necessarily  dropped  out  of  line,  astern,  entirely  disabled,  and  unable 
I  continue  the  fight,  in  wnich  she  had  so  gallantly  participated  until  the  sad 
Oa^trophe.  The  firing  continued  with  unabated  rapidity  and  effect  upon  the 
in2>e  gnnboata,  as  they  continued  still  to  approach  the  fort  with  their  destructive  • 
n:  antU  the  rebel  Raig  was  hauled  down,  after  a  severe  and  closely-contested 
r^ion  of  one  hour  ana  fifteen  minutes. 

A  boat,  containing  the  adjutant  general  and  captain  of  engineers,  came  along- 
(de  BfijCT  the  flag  was  lowered,  and  reported  that  General  Lloyd  Tilghman,  the 
ommander  of  the  fort,  wished  to  communicate  with  the  flag-officer,  when  I 
edpatched  Commander  Stembel  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with 
rdera  to  hoist  the  American  flag  where  the  secession  ensign  had  been  flying, 
nd  to  inform  General  Tilghman  that  I  would  see  him  on  board  the  flag-ship. 
le  cathe  on  board  soon  a^er  the  Union  had  been  substituted  by  Commander 
kembel  for  the  rebel  flag  on  the  fort,  and  possession  taken. 

I  received  the  general,  his  staff,  and  some  sixty  or  seventy  men  as  prisoners, 
nd  a  hospital,  ship  containing  sixty  invalids,  together  with  the  fort  and  its 
^ects,  mounting  twenty  guns,  mostly  of  heavy  calibre,  with  barracks  and  tents 
apabie  of  accommodating  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  sundry  articles,  which,  as 
'.  turned  the  fort  and  its  effects  over  to  General  Grant,  commanding  the  army, 
»a  his  arrhral  in  an  hour  after  we  had  made  the  capture,  he  will  be  enabled  to 
nve  the  government  a  more  correct  statement  of  than  I  am  enabled  to  commu- 
ilcate  from  the  short  time  I  had  possession  of  the  fort.  The  plan  of  the  attack, 
At  far  aa  the  army  reaching  the  rear  of  the  fort  to  make  a  demonstration  simul- 
aneouAly  with  the  navy,  was  frustrated  by  the  excessively  muddy  roads  and 
}igh  stage  of  water  preventing  the  arrival  of  our  troops  untO  some  time  after  I 
lad  taken  possession  of  the  fort. 

On  securing  the  prisoners  and  making  necessary  preliminary  arrangements,  I 
le^patched  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  his  division,  up  the  Tennes- 
^ce  river,  as  i  had  previously  directed,  and  as  will  be  seen  in  the  enclosed 
>rd4'ni  to  him  to  remove  the  rails,  and  so  far  render  the  bridge  incapable  of  rail- 
road transportation  and  communication  between  Bowling  Green  and  Columbus, 
ind  afterward  to  pursue  the  rebel  gunboats,  and  secure  their  capture,  if  possible. 
Fhls  being  accomplished,  and  the  army  in  possession  of  the  fort,  and  my  ser- 
Hee?  being  indispensable  at  Cairo,  I  left  Fort  Henry  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
iay,  with  the  Cincinnati,  Essex,  and  St.  Louis,  and  arrived  here  this  morning. 

The  armored  gunboats  resisted  effectually  the  shot  of  the  enemy  when 
i-iriking  the  casemate.  The  Cincinnati  f flag-ship)  received  thirtv-one  shots; 
the  £wex  fifteen;  the  St.  Louis  seven,  and  the  Carondelet  six — ^killing  one,  and 
w<mnding  nine  in  the  Cincinnati,  and  killing  one  in  the  Essex;  while  the 
cafHialties  in  the  latter  from  steam  amounted  to  twenty-eight  in  number.  The 
Carondelet  and  St  Louis  met  with  no  casualties. 

The  steamers  were  admirably  handled  by  their  commanders  and  officers,  pre- 
jienting  only  their  bow  guns  to  the  enemy,  to  avoid  exposure  of  the  vulnerable 
paxla  of  their  vesselB.    Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  his  division,  also^ 
executed  my  mrden  very  effectually,  and  promptly  proceeded  up  the  river  in 
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their  frirther  execution,  after  the  capture  of  the  fort.  In  fact,  all  the  office r?  .ii 
men  gallantly  performed  their  duty ;  and,  conBidering  the  little  experience  : 'j'  > 
have  had  under  fire  far  more  than  realized  my  expectations. 

Fort  Henry  was  defended  with  the  most  determined  gallantry  by  Gid* 
Tilghman,  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  who,  from  his  own  account,  went  n 
action  with  eleven  guhs  of  heavy  calibre  bearing  upon  our  boat?,  which  - 
fought  until  seven  of  the  number  were  dismounted  or  otherwise  rendered  ■:- 
less. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Fla^'Ogirtr. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs; 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  casualties  on  board  ike  Cincinnati  during  the  homiardment  of  F- 

Henry. 

United  States  Flao-Steambr  Cincinnati, 

February  6,  1  S6'l 

Sir  :    I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  casualties  on  board  thi^  rt>- - 
during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Henry,  from  the  effects  of  the  enemy's  tip 
were ;  Killed,  1 ;  wounded,  9 ;  total,  1 0. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

R,  M.  STEMBEL, 
Commander,  United^States  Xary 
Flag-Officer  A.  H  Foote, 

Comfnanding  United  States  Naval  forces.  Western  Waters. 


Sir  :  As  Captain  Porter  is  unable  to  write,  he  has  directed  me  to  B&nd  yoc  « 
list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  on  this  vessel : 

W.  D.  Porter,  commander,  scalded ;  J.  H.  Lewis,  paymaster,  scalded ;  T.  F 
Terry,  third  master,  scalded,  badly ;  S.  B.  Brittan,  master's  mate,  killed  hj- 
cannon  shot;  James  McBride,  pilot,  killed  by  scalding;  M.  H.  Ford^al^*'. 
killed  by  scalding;  John  Mathews,  quartermaster,  scalded,  badly;  A.  D. Weu: 
man,  captain  of  forecastle,  missing :  Henry  Gkmfer,  fireman,  missing ;  Sani'f 
Bayer,  fireman,  scalded,  badly;  John  Laritz,  fireman,  missing;  James  C<>^^. 
seaman,  killed  by  scalding ;  Dana  Wilson,  seaman,  killed  by  fMadding ;  J.  1' 
Breas,  seaman,  killed  by  scalding';  N.  McCarty,  seaman,  scalded;  H.  Hea^.u. 
seaman,  scalded;  John    O'Harra,  seaman,   scalded;    John  Costello,  se^mep. 
scalded ;  J.  J.  Phillip,  seaman,  scalded ;  B.  Soula,  seaman,  scalded ;  Jub'  ^ 
Argus, seaman, scalded;  Thomas  Willett,  seaman, scalded,  badly;  Benjamin  B.v* 
ringtop,  seaman,  scalded,  badly  ;•  William  O'Brine,  seaman,  scalded,  badly ;  W.  U. 
Maxay,  seaman,  scalded,  badly;  T.  SuUivan,  seaman,  scalded,  badly;  Th^l&^^' 
Mullen,  seaman,  scalded, slightly;  James  Bedard, seaman, missing;  H.Reyn'>l<^ 
seaman,  missing. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  had  nineteen  soldiers  on  board,  of  whom  nisi--^ 
were  scalded,  and  four  of  these  have  since  died. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBERT  K.  EILEY. 
Executive  Officer  United  Statts  Gunboat  Eifrr. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote.. 
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Uer  of  Flag'0§ioa'  Feoie^  endasimg  a  liH  ^  officers  engaged,  in  the  capture 

of  Fort  Henry, 

Cairo,  February  11, 1862. 

Sib  :  As  the  officeTS  behaTed  so  well  in  the  late  action  resulting  in  the  captore 
Fort  Heniy,  I  am  disposed  to  gratify  them  bj  sending  the  accompanying  list 
officers  attached  to.  the  different  boats  engaged  in  that  action. 
1  leave  agiun  to-night  with  the  LoaisviUe,  Pittsburg,  and  St.  Louis,  for  the 
tmberUuid  river,  to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Donelson. 
^  reluctant! J,  as  we  are  very  short  of  men,  and  transferring  men  from  vessel 
vessel*  as  we  have  to  do,  is  having  a  very  demoralizing  efiect  upon  them, 
renty-eight  can  off  to-day,  hearing  that  they  were  again  to  be  sent  out  of  their 
Mela.  I  do  hope  that  the  600  men  will  be  s^it  immediately.  I  shall  do  all 
my  power  to  render  the  gunboats  effective  in  the  fight,  although  they  are  not 
>peHy  manned;  but  I  must  go,  as  General  Halleck  wishes  it  If  we  could 
lit  ten  days,  amd  I  had  men^  I  could  go  with  eight  mortar  boats  and  six  armqred 
ass. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c^ 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag'Qficer. 
Hon.  GlDBON  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtonj  D.  C, 

List  ^officere, — Oumbo€U  Cincmnati, 

R.  N.  Stembel,  U.  S.  N.,  commander ;  William  R.  Hoel,  first  master ;  Oscar 
.  Pratt,  second  master;  Charles  G.  Perkins,  third  master;  John  Pearce,  fourth 
uter ;  R.  H.  Attenborough,  pilot ;  Isaac  D.  Gaugh,  pilot ;  John  Ludlow,  sur- 
00 ;  Baron  Proctor,  paymaster;  William  D.  McFarland,  chief  engineer;  Sam- 
1  H.  Lovejoy,  first  assistant  engineer;  James  Armstrong,  second  assistant 
gineer;  WiUiam  J.  Shannon,  third  assistant  engineer;  James  McB.  Stembel,* 
leter's  mate ;  Philip  Shell,  master's  mate ;  John  R.  Hall,  U.  S.  N.,  acting 
inner;  Thomas  B.  Gregory,  carpenter ;  Jacob  Vitinger,  armorer. 

List  ^officers, — Gunboat  Ckmestoga. 

S.  L.  FhelpSt  U.  S.  N.,  lieutenant  commanding;  John  A.  Duble,  first  master; 
barles  P.  Noble,  second  master ;  Benjamin  Sebastian,  third  master ;  Richard  H. 
!itu;r,  fourth  master;  Aaron  M.  Jordan,  pilot;  William  Attenborough,  pilot; 
lUiam  H.  Wilson,  assistant  surgeon ;  Alfred  Phelps,  acting  paymaster ;  Thomas 
j»k,  chief  engineer ;  Alexander  Magee,  first  assistant  engineer;  Charles  Mar- 
all,  second  assistant  engineer;  Michael  Norton,  third  assistant  engineer ;  James 
tamey,  master's  mate;  Henry  Hamilton.  U.  S.  N.,  acting  gunner;  Andrew 
"oikilodc,  carpenter ;  James  O^eil,  armorer. 

List  qfaficers. — Chmboai^  Essex. 

William  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  commander ;  Robert  K.  Riley,  first  master ;  James 
ining,  second  master;  Theodore  P.  Ferry,  third  master;  George  W.  Walker, 
Krth  master;  James  McBnde,  pilot;  Marshall  H.  Ford,  pilot;  Thomas  Rice, 
irp^on ;  Joseph  H.  Lewis,  paymaster ;  Charles  M.  Blasdell,  chief  engineer ; 
.J.  Steams,  first  assistant*  engineer;  George  D.  Simms,  second  assistant  en- 
an^r ;  Jeremiah  Wetzel,  third  assistant  engineer ;  S.  B.  Britton,  master's  mate ; 
atthiaa  B.  Snyder,  gonner;  Thomas  Steel,  carpenter; Fletcher,  armorer 

8  39 
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Liit  of  officerM. — Gwibotit.  LexmgUm, 

Jamecr  W.  Shirk,  U.  S.  N.,  lieatenant  commanding ;  Jacob  S.  Hard,  f 
master ;  Martin  Dann,  second  master ;  James  Fitzpatrick,  tbird  master ;  StW^-'? 
Poole,  fourth  master;  James  McCamant,  pilot;  William  Ford,  pOot;  <n  *^ 
W.  Garver,  assistant  surgeon;  Augustus  F.  Taylor,  acting  paymaster;  S:ir.'>. 

Yroom,  gunner ;  Richard  Carroll,  carpenter ;  Reuoen  Story,  armorer ; 

master's  mate. 

Lut  qf  officerM. — Gunboat  Taylor. 

William  Gwin,  U.  S.  N.,  lieutenant  commanding ;  Edward  Shaw,  first  nuiiv 
Jason  Goudj,  second  master;  James  Martin,  third  master ;  Patrick  McCany.  \ 
master ;  John  Sebastian,  pilot ;  David  Hiner,  pilot ;  Thomas  H.  Kearsej.  - 
sistant  surgeon ;  William  B.  Coleman^  acting  paymaster;  Samuel  Goblt.  Ji 
engineer ;  D.  Edward  Weaver,  first  assistant  engin^r ;  Edward  W.  Goble.  - 
ond  assistant  engineer ;  Oscar  S.  Davis,  third  assistant  engineer ;  Ferdin&*i<3 
Coleman,  master's  mate;  Herman  Peters,  U.  S.  N^  acting  gunner;  Tbcu 
Russell,  carpenter;  Elihu  Stevens,  armorer. 

List  of  officerM, — Gunboat  St,  Louis, 

Leonard  Paulding,. U.  S.  N.,  lieutenant  commanding;  John  V.  Johnson,  b. 
master ;  James  Y.  Clemson,  second  master ;  Charles  S.  Kendrick,  third  m^<-' 
Alexander  Eraser,  fourth  master ;  John  B.  McDill,  assistant  surgeon ;  Uev- . ; 
Curry,  acting  paymaster;  Frank  A.  Riley,  pilot;  Robert  G.  BaldwiiL  [>'- 
William  Carswell,  chief  engineer ;  T.  F.  Ackerman,  first  Assistant  engineer :  Jah^ 
L.  Smith,  second  assistant  engineer;  John  Wilcoxsen,  third  assistant  en^.f"' 
Sydney  H.  McAdam,  master's  mate;  James  P  Paulding,  master's  mate;  'I 

A.  McDonald,  U.  S.  N.,  acting  gunner';  Robert  H.  Medill,  carpenter ; >^ 

pher,  armorer. 

List  of  officers, — Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Henry  Walke,  U.  S.  N.,  commander;  Richard  M.  Wade,  first  master;  J"l. 
Doherty,  second  master ;  Charles  C.  Gray,  third  master;  Henry  A.  Walke,  fon^ 
maister ;  William  Hinton,  pilot ;  Daniel  Weaver,  pilot ;  James  8.  McNi^lj.  i- 
sistant  surgeon ;  George  J.  W.  Nexsen,  acting  paymaster ;  William  H.  Faol^i 
chief  engineer ;  Charles  H.  Caven,  first  assistant  engineer ;  Samuel  S.  hw  <' 
second  assistai^t  engineer;  Augustus  F.  Crowell,  third  assistant  engineer;  TI< 
dore  L.  Gillmore,  master's  mate ;  Edward  E.  -Brennand,  master's  mate ;  IlicLi'^ 
Adams,  gunner*;  Oliver  Donaldson,  carpenter;  H.  H.  ^Rhodes  armorer. 


Flag- Officer  Footers  letter ^  enclosing  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  PJ*t^; 

of  the  Conestoga,  of  attack  on  Furt  Henry. 

CuMBBRLAND  RiVBR,  February  Id,  1^:^ 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Vh*  N^ 
commanding  the  2d  division  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Henry  on  the  6rh  xmuK 
which  should  have  been  forwarded  with  my  despatches  communicadiig  Ut  it 
department  the  capture  of  that  fort. 
I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  iiCf 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag^Oftcr. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Unitbd  States  Ocnboat  Conestooa, 
Fart  Henry,  Tennessee,  February  6,  1862. 

SiB:  In  confonnitj  with  your  directions,  the  division  of  gunboats  nnder  mj 
•mmand,  consisting  of  the  Taylor,  Lieutenant  Oommanding  Gwin ;  Lexington, 
ieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  and  this  vessel,  in  the  attack  of  this  morning 
I  this  work,  took  up  a  position  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  opened  fire 
ith  sheila  immediately  after  jour  first  gun  was  fired,  and  continued  firing  until 
e  rebel  ^ag  wat  hauled  down,  having  succeeded  in  throwing  shells  ^thout 
ing  over  your  flag-ship,  or  over  the  other  iron-plated  boats  in  close. contact 
ith  the  fort.  There  were  fired  from  this  vessel  seventy^five  32-pounder  shells, 
arteen  12-pounder  rifled  shells,  and  two  round  shot.  No  injury  was  done  to 
ilipr  of  the  vessels,  and  no  casualties  occurred,  though  we  were  at  times  ex- 
wed  to  the  ricochet  of  the  close  fixe  upon  your  vessel,  as  well  as  to  the  direct 
>?  of  a  32-pounder  rifled  piece  until  it  burst.  The  commanders  of  the  Taylor 
id  Lexington  handled  their  Vessels  with  excellent  judgment.  I  enclose  their 
tpurts.  The  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  displayed  coolness  and  an  admi- 
ible  spirit  in  this  action. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  United  ttates  Navy, 

Flag-Officef  A.  H.  Footb,  U.  8.  N., 

Cotnrnanding"  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters, 


»€Uer  from  Flag-OfficerFooie,  forwarding  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pheljps^s 

report  of  operations  on  the  Tennessee  river. 

Unitbd  States  Flao-Stbambb  St.  Louis, 

Padueah,  February  12,  1862. 

BiK :  I  bave  the  honox  and  high  gratification  to  forward  to  the  department 
\t  official  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  by  which  it 'will  be  seen 
mt  Le  haei.with  consummate  skill,  courage,  and  judgment,  performed  a  highly 
eDeficial  0«»rvice  to  the  government,  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  appreciate  it.  I 
anoot  too  hiehly  commend  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Oommanding  Phelps  for 
M»  bis  signal  service  in  his  long  cruise  to  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Ten- 
c»?w  river. 

I  am  now,  with  three  iron-clad  steamers,  ascending  the  Cumberland  river,  to 
iHDperate  with  General  Grant  in  an  attack  cm  Fort  Donelson.  Lieutenant  Com- 
iuiding  Phelps,  with  his  division,  accompanies  me. 

In  great  haste,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer, 

Hon.  Qidbon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Lifutenant  Commanding  Phelps* s  report  of  operations  on  the  Tennessee  river. 

United  States  Gunboat  Conestooa, 
•  Tennessee  River,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  Soon  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Henry,  on  the  6th  instant,  I  proceeded, 
I  obedience  to  your  order,  up  the  Tennessee  river,  with  the  Taylor,  Lieutenant 
Jommiuiding  Gwin;  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  and  this  vessel 
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forming  a  division  of  the  flotilla,  and  arrived  after  dark  at  the  railnNid  cror'iin^, 
twenty-five  miles  above  the  fort,  having  on  the  way  destroyed  a  email  anKc;.! 
of  camp  equipage  abandoned  by  the  flying  rebels.  The  draw  of  the  bridge  %'t: 
found  closed,  and  the  machinery  for  taming  it  disabled.  About  a  mile  scd  i 
half  above  were  several  rebel  transport  steamers  escaping  up  stresio. 

A  party  was  landed,  and  in  one  hour  I  had  the  aatisfactiaii  to  see  the  dm 
open.  The  Taylor  being  the  slowest  of  the  gunboats.  Lieutenant  Commaodii.; 
Gwin  landed  a  force  to  destroy  a  portion  of  the  railroad  track  and  to  tecriT 
such  military  stores  as  might  be  found,  while  I  directed  Lieutenant  Gommandbt 
Shirk  to  follow  me  with  all  speed  in  chase  of  the  fleeing  boats.  In  ^ve  hor 
this  boat  succeeded  in  forcing  the  rebels  to  abandon  and  bum  three  of  their  booi 
loaded  with  mHitary  stores.  The  first  one  fired  (Samuel  Orr)  had  on  botrd 
quantity  of  submarine  batteries,  which  very  soon  exploded.  The  second  « 
was  freighted  with  powder,  cannon,  shot,  grape,  balls,  &c  Fearing  ao  exp]*< 
sion  from  the  fired  boats— there  were  two  together — I  had  stopped  at  a  f\isuri^ 
X>£  one  thousand  yards;  but  even  there  our  skylights  were  moktt  by  thr  ct 
cussion,  the  light  upper  deck  was  raised  bodily,  doors  were  forced  op(s,  «£ 
locks  and  fastenings  everywhere  broken. 

The  whole  river,  for  half  a  mile  round  about,  was  completely  **  beaten  op' 
the  falling  fragments  and  the  shower  of  shot,  grape,  balls,  &c.  The  hoiL<e 
reported  Union  man  was  blown  to  pieces,  and  it  is  suspected  there  wa?  <i^^^ 
in  landing  the  boats  in  front  of  the  doomed  home.  The  Lexington  having  iW-'' 
astern,  and  being  without  a  pilot  on  board,  I  concluded  to  wait  for  both  uf  :t 
boats  to  come  up.  Joined  by  them,  we  proceeded  up  the  river.  Licoti^nAr 
Commanding  Gwin  had  destroyed  some  of  the  trestle-work  at  the  end  of  t^ 
bridge,  burning  with  them  a  lot  of  camp  equipage.  I.  N.  Brown,  formnl.v 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  now  signing  himself  **  Lieut.  G.  S.  N.,"  bad  fled  «'(' 
such  precipitation  as  to  leave  his  papers  behind.  These  Lieutenant  C'l 
manding  Gwin  brought  away,  and  I  send  them  to  you,  as  they  give  an  o&cj. 
history  of  the  rebel  floating  preparations  on  the  Mississippi,  Cumberland.  2 
Tennessee.     Lieutenant  Brown  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  gunboat*. 

At  night  on  the  7th  we  arrived  at  a  landing  in  Hardin  county,  TeiiDc^' 
known  as  Cerro  Gordo,  where  we  found  the  steamer  £astport  being  c 
verted  into  a  gunboat.  Armed  boat  crews  were  immediately  «ent  on  ho^p 
and  search  made  for  means  of  destruction  that  might  have  been  devised.  ^£ 
had  been  scuttled  and  the  suction-pipes  broken.  These  leaka  were  soon  ^topf*^ 
A  number  of  rifle  shots  were  fired  at  our  vessels,  but  a  couple  of  shel)«  u 
persed  the  rebels.  On  examination  I  found  that  there  were  large  quautitit^  •^ 
timber  and  lumber  prepared  for  fitting  up  the  £afitport;  that  the  veadt^i  iu 
some  280  feet  long — was  in  excellent  condition,  and  already  hslf-finished ;  r  irj 
siderable  of  the  plating  designed  for  her  was  lying  on  the  bank«  and  eveirtbi^ 
at  hand  to  complete  her.  I  therefore  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gvis  * 
remain  with  the  Taylor  to  guard  the  prize  and  to  load  the  lumber,  &c  vJ^^'' 
the  Lexington  and  Conestoga  should  proceed  still  higher  up. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  the  8th  we  passed  Eastport,  Missiastppi;  and  at  Chii^ 
asaw,  further  up,  near  the  State  line,  seized  two  steamers,  the  Sidlie  Wood  v-*^ 
Muscle — ^the  former  laid  up,  and  the  latter  freighted  with  iron  destined  t 
Richmond  and  for  rebel  use.     We  then  proceeded  on  up  the  river,  entenu^^  ^f 
State  of  Alabama,  and  ascending  to  Florence  at  the  foot  of  the  Moscle  :^h"t* 
On  coming  in  sight  of  the  town  .three  steameiv  were  discovered,  which  ^ 
immediately  set  on  fire  by  the  rebda.    Some  shots  were  fired  from  the  op^n 
side  of  the  river  below.    A  force  was  landed,  and  couaiderable  quant  iti<'« 
supplies,  marked  "  Fort  Henry,"  were  scouned  from  the  burning  wreck*,    i'^r. 
had  been  landed  and  stored.    These  I  seized,  putting  eoch  as  we  could  brin: 
away  on  our  vessels,  and  destroying  the  remainder.     Ko  flats  or  other  cm' 
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old  be  foimd.    I  fband»  also,  more  of  the  iron  and  plating  intended  for  the 

kstport. 

A  depatation  of  citizens  of  Florence  waited  upon  me,  first  desiring  that  thej 

^ht  be  made  able  to  quiet  the  fears  of  their  wives  and  daughters  with  assnr- 

jces  from  me  that  they  would  not  be  molested;  and  secondly,  praying  that  I 

>ald  not  destroy  their  railroad  bridge.    As  for  the  first,*  I  told  them  we  were 

iiber  raffiana  nor  savages,  and  that  toe  were  there  to  protect/ram  violence  and 

enforce  the  law;  and  with  reference  to  the  second,  that  if  the  bridge  were 
ray  we  could  ascend  no  higher,  and  that  it  could  possess  no  military  impor- 
nee,  eo  far  as  I  saw,  as  it  simply  connected  Florence  itself  with  the  railroad 
{ the  sooth  bank  of  the  river. 

We  had  seised  three  of  their  steamers— one  the  half-finished  gunboat — ^and 
id  forced  the  rebels  to  bum  six  others  loaded  with  supplies ;  and  their  loss, 
ith  that  of  the  freight,  is  a  heavy  blow  to  the  enemy.  Two  boats  are  still 
lown  to  be  on  the  Tennessee,  and  are  doubtless  hidden  in  some  of  the  creeks, 
here  we  shall  be  able  to  find  them  when  there  is  time  for  the  search.  We  re- 
imed,  on  the  nieht  of  the  8th,  to  where  the  Eastport  lay.  The  crew  of  the 
ayior  had  already  gotten  on  board  of  the  prize  an  immense  amount  of  lumber, 
c.  The  crews  of  the  three  boats  set  to  work  to  finish  the  undertaking,  and 
^  have  brought  away  probably  250,000  feet  of  the  best  quality  of  ship  and 
iiilding  lumber,  all  the  iron,  machinery,  spikes,  plating,  nails^  &c.,  belonging 
*  the  rebel  gunboats,  and  I  caused  the  mill  to  be  destroyed  where  the  lumber 
id  been  sawed. 

Lieatenant  Commanding  Owin  had,  in  our  absence,  enlisted  some  twenty-five 
'ennesaeeans,  who  gave  information  of  the  encampment  of  Colonel  Drow's  rebel 
rgsment  at  Savannah,-  Tennessee.  A  portion  of  the  six  or  seven  hundred  men 
tTO  known  to  be  "pressed*'  men,  and  all  wero  badly  armed.  After  consulta- 
idnn  with  Lieutenants  Commanding  Gwin  and  Shirk,  I  determined  to  make  a 
Lod  attack  upon  the  encampment.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  with  thirty 
JSemen,  came  on  board  the  Conestoga,  leaving  his  vessel  to  guard  the  Eastport, 
ad,  accompanied  by  the  Taylor,  we  proceeded  up  to  that  place,  prepared  to 
md  130  rinemen  and  a  twelve-pounder  rifle  howitzer.  Lieutenant  Command- 
ig  Gwin  took  command  of  this  force  when  landed,  but  had  the  mortification  to 
Jid  the  camp  deserted. 

l^e  rebels  had  fled  at  1  o'clock  in  the  night,  leaving  considerable  quantities 
r  armSy  clothing,  shoes,  camp  utensils,  provisions,  implements,  &c.,  all  of  which 
HRre  socnred  or  destroyed,  and  theur  winter  quarters  of  log  huts  wero  burned. 

fleiaed,  also,  a  large  mail-bag,  and  send  you  the  letters  giving  military  infor- 
lation.  The  gunboats  wero  then  dropped  down  to  a  point  where  arms,  gath- 
rtfd  under  the  robel ''  press-law,"  had  been  stored,  and  an  armed  party,  under 
>(!oond  Master  Goudy,  of  the  Taylor,  succeeded  in  seizing  about  seventy  rifles 
nd  fowling-pieces.  Returning  to  Cerro  Gordo,  we  took  the  Eastport,  Sallie 
Vood,  and  Muscle  in  tow,  and  came  down  the  river  to  the  railroaa  crossing, 
rhf  Muscle  sprang  a  leak,  and  all  efforts  failing  to  prevent  her  sinking,  we  wero 
»rced  to  abandon  her,  and  with  her  a  considerable  quantity  of  fine  lumber. 
Ve  are  having  trouble  in  getting  through  the  draw  of  the  bridge  here. 

I  now  come  to  the,  to  me,  most  interesting  portion  of  this  roport-— one  which 
latf  already  become  lengthy  ;  but  I  must  trust  you  yill  find  some  excuse  for 
hiii  in  the  fact  that  it -embraces  a  history  of  labors  and  movements,  day  and 
light,  from  the  6th  to  the  10th  of  the  month,  all  of  which  details  I  deem  it 
ip*pcr  lo  pre  you.  We  have  met  with  the  most  gratifying  proofs  of  loyalty 
fxryivkert  across  l\innessee  and  in  the  portions  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  we 
'unit'd.  Most  (Reding  instances  greeted  us  almo4  hourly.  Men,  ux)men,  and 
hddren  neveral  times  gathered  in  crowds  of  hundreds,  shouted  their  u^elcome, 
xnd  hailed  their  natioTial  flag  wUh  an  enlhusiasnk  there  vxis  no  mistaking ;  it 
cod  genuine  and  heartfelt.    Those  people  braved  everything  to  go  to  the  river 
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bank,  where  a  si^ht  of  their  flag  might  once  more  be  enjojeS,  and  they  batf 
experienced,  as  they  related,  every  possible  form  of  persecution.    Team  flovt^ 
freely  down  the  cheeks  of  men  as  well  as  of  women,  and  there  were  thoef  vh' 
had  foaght  under  the  stars  and  stripes  at  Mooltry  who  in  this  manner  tebU&^ 
to  their  joy.  , 

This  display  of  feeling  and  sense  of  gladness  at  our  success,  and  the  bope»  i^ 
created  in  the  breasts  of  so  many  people  in  the  heart  of  the  confederacT*  a^tns- 
ished  us  not  a  little,  and  I  assure  you,  sir,  I  would  not  have  &iied  to  witne^i  n 
for  any  consideration.  I  trust  it  has  given  us  all  a  higher  sense  of  the  sacroi 
character  of  our  present  duties.  I  was  assured  at  Savannah  that  of  the  KTirnl 
hundred  troops  there  more  than  one-half,  had  we  gone  to  the  attack  in  time. 
would  have  haOed  us  as  deliverers,  and  gladly  enlis.ted  with  the  national  foirie. 

In  Tennessee  the  people  generally,  in  their  enthusiasm,  braved  scces^ioBl^^ 
and  spoke  their  views  freely ;  but  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama  what  wai^  »aiii 
was  guarded.  "  If  tee  dared  eacpreii  ourselves  fredy^  you  would  hear  turi  a 
shout  greeting  your  coming  as  you  never  heard.**  "  We  know  there  are  muij 
Unionists  among  us,  but  a  reign  of  terror  makes  us  afraid  of  our  shadow^/ 
We  were  told,  too,  *'  Bring  us  a  small  organized  force,  with  arms  and  Hminiiiu- 
tion  for  us,  and  we  can  maintain  our  position  and  put  down  rebellion  in  ocr 
midst:"  There  were,  it  is  true,  whole  communities  who,  on  our  approacb,  ^t) 
to  the  woods ;  but  these  were  where  there  was  less  of  the  loyal  element,  An4 
where  the  fleeing  steamers  in  advance  had  spread  tales  of  our  coming  with  &it> 
brands,  burning,  destroying,  ravishing,  and  plundering. 

The  crews  of  these  vessels  have  had  a  very  laborious  time,  but  hare  eTiocnl 
a  spirit  in  the  work  highly  creditable  to  them.  Lieutenants  Commanding  G«is 
and  Shirk  have  been  untiring,  and  I  owe  to  them  and  to  their  officen  nuiiy 
obligations  for  our  entire  success. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8,  L.  PHELPS, 
Lieutenant  Commanding^  CnUed  States  Navy. 

Flag-Officei:  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  NaixU  Forces  Western  Waters. 


Flag' Officer  Footers  r^ort  of  attajck  on  Fort  Donelsont  February  14,  tciik 

list  of  casualties, 

Flag-Ship  St.  Louis, 
Near  Fort  Donelson,  Cumberland  River ^  February  15,  1S52. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that,  at  the  urgent  reqQ^-'- 
of  Major  General  Halleck  and  General  Grant,  who  regarded  the  movement  i^ 
a  military  necessity,  although  not,  in  my  opinion,  properly  prepared*  I  maidi^AQ 
attack  on  Fort  Donelson  yesterday,  the  14th  instant,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  witi) 
four  iron-clad  and  two  wooden  gunboats,  the  St  Louis,  Carondelet,  Loui^viilc. 
and  Pittsburg,  and  the  Taylor  and  Conestoga.     After  a  severe  flght  of  an  bou- 
and  a  half,  being,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  action  less  than  four  hundred  janl^ 
from  the  fort,  the  wheel  of  this  vessel,  by  a  shot  through  her  pilot-hnusp,  vz' 
carried  away ;  the  tiller-ropes  of  the  Louisville  were  also  dlsaoled  by  »  ^li<>'- 
which  rendered  the  two  boats  wholly  unmanageable,  and  they  drifted  down  tie 
river,  the  relieving  tackles  not  being  able  to  steer  or  control  them  in  the  rapi>') 
current.     The  two  remaining  boats,  the  Pittsburg  and  Carondelet,  were  at* 
greatly  damaged  between  wind  and  water,  and  soon  followed  us  as  tbe  ("qcdiv 
rapidly  renewed  the  fire  as  we  drifted  helplessly  down  the  river.    This  w*i*I 
the  St.  Louis,  alone  received  fifty-nine  shots,  four  of  thorn  between  wind  iuii 
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tpr;  one  in  tlie  pilot-lioase,  mortally  wounding  the  pilot;  and  others,  reqnir- 
:  some  time  to  put  her  in  repair.  There  were  fifty-four  killed  and  wounded 
tluA  attack,  which,  notwithstanding  our  disadvantages,  we  have  every  reason 
rappose  would,  in  fifteen  minutes  more,  could  the  action  have  heen  continued, 
?e  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  two  forts  bearing  upon^us.  The  enemy's 
'  had  materially  slackened,  and  he  was  running  from' his  oatteries,  when  the  two 
Dboats  helplessly  drifted  down  the  river  from  disabled  steering  apparatus,. as 
^  relieving  tackles  could  not  control  the  helm  in  the  strong  current,  when  the 
nng  enemy  returned  to  their  guns  and  aeain  boldly  reopened  fire  upon  us 
)m  the  river  batteries  which  we  had  silenced. 

The  enemy  must  have  brought  over  twenty  heavy  guns  to  bear'  upoti  our 
ats  from  the  water  batteries  and  the  main  rort  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  while 
r  could  only  return  the  fire  with  twelve  bow-^ns  from  the  four  boats.  One 
le  gun  aboturd  the  Carondelet  burst  during  the  action. 

The  officers  and  men  in  this  hotly-contested  but  unequal  fight  behaved  with 
e  orreatest  gallanty  and  determination,  all  deploring  the  accident  which  ren- 
red  two  gunboats  suddenly  helpless  in  the  narrow  river  and  swift  current. 
On  consultation  with  General  Grant  and  my  own  officers,  as  my  services,* 
ktU  we  can  repair  damages  by  bringing  up  a  competent  force  from  Cairo  to 
tack  the  fort*  are  much  less  required  here  tnan  they  are  at  Cairo,  I  shall  pro- 
ed  to  that  point  with  two  of  the  disabled  boats,  leaving  the  two  others  here  to 
x)tect  the  transports,  and,  with  all  despatch,  prepare  the  mortar  boats  and  the 
enton,  with  other  boats,  to  make  an  effectual  attack  upon  Fort  Donelson.   ■ 

1  have  sent  the  Taylor  to  the  Tennessee  river  tg  render  impassable  the  bridge, 
•  as  to  prevent  the  rebels  at  Columbus  re- enforcing  their  army  at  Fort  Donelson. 
am  informed  that  the  rebel  batteries  were  served  with  the  best  gunners  from 
olumbus.     I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  casualties.  i 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-officer^  Commanding  United  Stales  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashiJigton,  D.  C, 

Canudtie^, 

St.  LopiM. — Bailed:  Charley  W.  Baker,  ship's  cook;  F.  A.  Riley,  pilot 
bounded:  Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote;  R.  6.  Baldwin,  pilot;  Charles  Smith, 
oauwain's  mate;  R.  H.  Medill,  carpenter;  Antonio  Calderio,  Thomas  Kirk- 
azn,  W.  8.  Coon,  and  Jno.  Thompson,  seamen. 

CaronideUL^^-JiWleA  i  Albert  Richardson,  Joseph  G.  Laycock,  Albert  Mark- 
am,  and  William  Duff,  seamen.  Wounded :  William  Hinton,pOot,  (since  dead ;) 
amoel  Brooks,  2d  assistant  engineer;  John  Doherty,  second  master;  Thomas 
(rown,  captain  of  gun ;  Richard  Mahoney,  quartermaster ;  Jno.  McBride,  ship's 
r»ok ;  Owen  Canty,  James  Plant,  James  Brown,  Patrick  Laughlin,  Edward 
Jrt^n,  Owen  Conly,  Henry  Smith,  Patrick  Sullivan,  John  Owen,  Willian  B. 
timer.  James  McFadden,  Jno.  Diamond,  Amos  Dutch,  Richard  O'Brien,  Wil- 
Am  Johnson,  Patrick  O'Brien,  William  Thielman,  Benjamin  Edger,  Henrv 
inderson*  Daniel  F.  Charles,  John  Doughty,  John  Murphy,  John  McConnell, 
eamep. 

Pi</«^r^w-»Wounded :  Charles  Merwin  and  George  Smith,  seamen. 

Lo«im/2p.— Killed :  James  Curtiss,  £.  W.  Avilla,  Charles  Billips,  and  John 
Villiaros,  seamen.  Woimded:  Michael  Kelley,  £.  S.  Collins,  William  Higgins, 
^ohn  Paol,  Charles  Might. 
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Flag-Officer  Foote  rtporta  leaving  for  darksvUle^  ^c. 

Cairo,  Febrmmy  17, 1963. 

Sir  :  I  forwarded  a  despatch  this  momiBgy  announcing  the  fall  or  eapturt 
Fort  Donelson  bj  the  armj. 

I  leave  immediatelj,  with  a  view  of  proceeding  to  Claikimlle  irith  elrl 
mortar  boats  and  two  iron-dad  boats,  with  the  Conestoga,  (wooden  boat,)  as  tlj 
river  is  rapidly  falling.  The  other  iron-clad  boats  are  badlj  cot  op  and  reqai^ 
extensive  repairs.  I  have  sent  one  of  the  boats  already  since  my  retvii,  as 
ordered  a  second  to  follow  me,  which  with  eight  mortar  boats  I  hope  to  can^ 
Glarksville. 

I  have  no  fturiher  information  than  that  comnranicated  by  telegftOD  this  momic' 
Enclosed  are  papers  from  Gommanders  Walke  and  Dove,  roerring  to  maxin 
the  day  before  and  the  day  after  an  attack  upon  Fort  Donelson,  whkh  for. « 
sadly  disabled  in  the  fight  of  the  14th. 

My  foot  is  mnch  inflamed ;  bnt  wiUi  care,  the  snrgeon  considers,  will  «oon  \ 
better,  as  I  have  two  days'  rest  on  board  the  Conestoga,  before  reaching  Clari 
ville.  I  leave  Fleet-Captain  Pennock  in  charge,  who  is  performing  extfil^s 
service;  bnt  we  are  sadly  in  want  of  men.  I  have  ordered  150  carpeaten^t 
repair  damages.  '^      ^ 

The  department  will  please  excuse  this  hasty  commnnicatioD,  ma  I  miet  W 
immediately,  and  eveiy  moment  of  my  time  is  occupied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ooedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Fl^-Cmpuk. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Sanford,  on  his  return  with  the  ammiiiiit>': 
steamers  now  at  Cincinnati,  to  inform  the  ordnance  department  of  the  lo6^ 
disabling  of  one  gun  and  gun-carriage.     Please  inform  that  department 

A.  H.  F 


United  States  Gunboat  Caroni>bl6t, 
Near  Fort  Donelson,  Cufnberland  River,  February  15,  IS6i. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  here  (towed  by  the  Alps)  on  the  12th  instant,  about  1 IJ30  a.m- 
and  seeing  or  hearing  nothing  of  our  army,  I*threw  a  few  shell  into  Fox^D^^j 
elson  to  announce  my  arrival  to  General  Grant,  as  he  had  previously  deeinrli 
I  then  dropped  down  the  river  a  few  miles  and  anchored  for  the  night,  awsicis:^ 
General  Grant's  arrival.     On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  I  weighed  anc^'l 
and  came  again  to  this  place,  when  I  received  a  despatch  £n>m  General  Gruit^ 
notifying  me  of  his  arrival  the  day  before,  '*and  succeeded  in  getting  ^^vA 
X  almost  entirely  investing  the  enemy's  works.     Most  of  our  batteries  (be  wiitt-i 
are  established,  and  the  remainder  soon  will  be.     If  you  will  advance  witk  y  : : 
gunboats  at  10  o'clock  a.m.,  we  will  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of  our  An^^ 
in  our  favor."     I  immediately  complied  with  these  instructions  by  tlirov.r. 
some  139  15"  and  10"  shell  into  the  fort,  receiving,  in  return,  the  eneaiTV  r- 
from  all  their  batteries,  most  of  their  shot  passing  over  us,  and  bat  two  strikii ; 
us,  one  of  which  was  a  128-pound  solid.     It  passed  through  our  port  e$sem^ 
forward,  glancing  over  our  barricade  at  the  boilers,  cmd  again  over  the  ?tt«c^ 
drum,  it  struck  and  bursting  our  steam-heater,  fell  into  thQ  engine-room  vhhvn\ 
striking  any  person,  although  the  splinters  wounded  slightly  some  half  ti<^»^ 
of  the  crew,    I  then  dropped  down  to  this  anchorage,  but  the  sound  of  dl^uu: 
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* 

ing  being  heard,  we  again  attacked  the  fort  throwing  in  some  45  shell  and 
reiving  but  little  damage. 

I  returned  to  this  place  to  wait  for  fhrther  orders,  when  I  received  a  second 
rspatch  firom  Greneral  Grant  that  yott  were  expected  in  the  following  morning. 
1  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Commandert  United  States  Navy, 
Flag-Offioer  A.  H.  Footr, 

Chmmanding  United  States  Naval  Forcest  Western  Waters,  Cairo,  Jlh 


Unitbd  States  Gunboat  Louisvillb, 

Off  Dover,  Felnitary  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  At  2^  p.  m.,  yesterday,  shortly  after  your  departure,  I  received  the 
dclosed  despatcn  (No.  1)  from  General  Grant. 

It  seemed  of  so  much  importance  for  us  to  keep  up  a  show  of  force  that  I 
ecidcd  not  to  accompany  the  Pittsburg  down  4he  river.  I  immediately  went 
Q  board  the  Garon^elet  and  St.  Louis,  to  see  their  condition  and  consult  with 
iieir  commanders. 

The  Carondelet  could  not  well  be  moved,  but  I  ordered  up  the  St.  Louis  and 
allowed  np  with  this  vessel.  The  St.  Louis  threw  a  few  shells,  and  towards 
xrk  both  vessels  returned  to  their  former  anchorage. 

At  8}  p.  m.,  yesterdny,  I  received  the  despatch  marked  No.  2,  and  early  this 
doming  went  on  board  the  vessels  to  give  instructions.  The  condition  of  the 
?arondelet's  wounded  would  not  allow  them  to  be  moved  or  the  guns  to  be  used. 

sent  my  own  and  those  of  the  St.  Louis  on  board  of  one  of  the  transports,  and 
;ot  under  way,  steaming  up  towards  the  batteries  at  Fort  Donelson,  both  ves- 

eh  cleared  for  action. 

« 

On  apDroaching  near  enough,  two  white  flags  were  seen  flying  from  the  upper 
»ne.  1  then  stopped  the  gunboats  and  proceeded  in  the  tug,  with  a  white  flag 
lying,  and  landed  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  below  the  fort.  I  was  met  by  a  major, 
vho  offered  me  his  sword,  which  I  declined  to  receive,  thinking  it  most  proper 
o  consult  with  Greneral  Gialht.  I  took  the  major  on  board  the  tug,  and  pro- 
:t<eded  up  to  General  Buckner's  headquarters,  where  I  found  General  Wallace 
iod  his  aids.  General  Grant  arrived  about  half  an  hour  afterwards.  The  fort 
lad  Hunrendered,  but  what  the  conditions  were  I  was  not  officially  informed. 

The  transports  are  all  up  at  Dover,  to  receive  the  prisoners.  The  Carondelet, 
>eing  most  aisabled  of  the  gunboats,  will  go  down  this  afternoon. 

I  will  remain  here  with  this  vessel  and  the  St  Louis  until  further  orders,  or 
mtil  the  fall  of  the  river  compels  me  to  go  down.  The  St.  Louis  will  make  a 
^hort  reconnoissance  up  the  river,  at  General  Grant's  suggestion,  this  afternoon. 
Thill  vessel  will  remain  off  the  town. 

The  Graham  arrived  to-day  with  the  mortar  and  gunboat  ammunition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bli:NJ/M.  DOVE,  Commander. 

riag*Officer  A.  H.  Footb, 

Commanding  Mississippi  FlotUla* 
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Flag-Officer  FooU^m  report  of  contemplated  reconnoutanre  to  Cklmmdnut  Fth" 

ruary  23,  ending  telegram  and  proclamation. 

Flag-Steamer  Gonbstooa,  February  22,  1862. 

Sib:  After  haying  telegraphed  for  eeveral  hours  with  Greneral  CuUum,  tbt 
chief*  of  General  Halleck's  staff  here,  and  finding  that  nothing  definite  could  l- 
ascertained,  I  ran  down  here;  and  to-moprow  morning,  at  6  o'clock*  I  go  do«T< 
with  General  Gullum,  and  four  gunboats  and  two  mortar  boats,  on  an  an&c<^ 
reconnoissance  to  Columbus,  to  see  the  condition  of  things  at  that  point.  I  am 
excessively  hurried  to  get  ready,  and  please  excuse  this  letter.  I  send  copj  vl 
mj  first  telegram. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Fla^-Ofirer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  you  yesterday.  A.  H.  F. 


UNiTEb  States  Flag-Steamer  Conbstooa, 

Clarkmlle,  Tenn,.  February  20,  1862. 

We  have  possession  of  Glarksville.  The  citizens  being  alarmed,  two-tliird? 
of  them  have  fled,  and,  having  expressed  my  views  and  intentions  to  the  may  r 
and  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  at  tneir  request  I  have  issued  a  proclamation  ass^u^ma: 
all  peaceably-disposed  persons  that  they  may  with  safety  resume  their  busin^.* 
avocations,  requiring  only  the  military  stores  and  equinmehts  to  be  given  up,  miu 
holding  the^authorities  responsible  that  this  shall  be  done  without  reaervation. 

I  left  Fort  Donelson  yesterday,  with  the  Conestoga,  Lieutenant  Commaodii^ 
Phelps,  and  the  Cairo,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryant,  on  an  armed  reconuoL^- 
sance,  bringing  with  me  Colonel  Webster,  of  the  engineer  corps,  and  chitf  <  t' 
General  Grant's  staff,  who,  with  l^ieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  took  pos^sf^ 
sion  of  the  principal  fort  and  hoisted  the  Union  flag.  A  Union  sentiment  nuuu- 
fested  itself  as  we  came  up  the  river.  The  rebels  have  retreated  to  Nash>illc< 
having  set  fire,  against  the  remonstrandes  of  the  citieens,  to  the  splendid  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Cumberland  river. 

I  return  to  Fort  Donelson  to-day  for  another  gunboat  and  six  or  eight  mort&r 
boats,  with  which  I  propose  tq  proceed  up  the  Cumberland.  The  rebels  all  have 
a  terror  of  the  gunboats.  One  of  them,  a  short  distance  above  Fort  Donel^n* 
had  previously  fired  an  iron  rolling  mill  belonging  to  Hon.  John  Bell,  which  luul 
been  used  by  the  rebels. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Naval  Forces^  Western  Tvalen, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreta  y  of  the  Navy, 


PBOCLAMATION 

To  the  inhabitants  of  ClarksvUle^  Tennessee. 

.  Aft  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  Judge  Wisdom,  and  tbe 
mayor  of  the  city,  who  called  upon  me  yesterday,  after  our  hoisting  the  Vwm 
flag  and  taking  possession  of  the  forts,  to  ascertain  my  views  and  intentions  to- 
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rtla  tbe  citizens  and  private  property,  I  hereby  announce  to  all  .peaceably- 
p*>»ed  persons  that  neither  in  their  persons  nor  in  their  property  shall  they 
iec  moled tation  by  me  or  tha  naval  force  under  my  command,  and  that  they 
y  iu  safety  resume  their  business  avocations  with  the  assurance  of  my  pro- 
tion. 

At  the  same  time  I  require  that  all  military  stores  and  army  equipments  shall 

f^urrendered,  no  part  of  them  being  withheld  or  destroyed ;  and  further,  that 

i»ece88ion  flag,  or  manifestation  of  secession  feeling,  shall  be  exhibited ;  and 

'  the  faithful  observance  of  these  conditions  I  shall  hold  the  authorities  of  the 

y  reeponaible. 

ANDREW  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  Naval  Forces^  Western  Waters. 

U.  S.  Fl.ag-Stbambb  Gonestooa, 

Cfar/cMmllet  Tenn.,  February  20,  1862. 


Flag'  Officer  Foote  to  General  Cullum  about  moving  on  Nashville. 

Paducah,  February  21,  1862. 

General  Grant  and  myself  consider  this  a  good  time  to  move  on  Nashville. 
ix  mortar  boats  and  two  iron-clad  steamers  can  precede  the  troops  and  shell 
e  forts.  We  were  about  moving  for  this  purpose,  when  General  Grant,  to  my 
^toniBbment,  received  a  telegram  from  General  Halleck,  "  Not  to  let  the  gun- 
>atB  go  higher  than  GlarksviUe."     No  telegram  was  sent  to  me. 

The  Cumberland  is  in  a  good  stage  of  water,  and  General  Grant  and  I  believe 
e  can  take  Nashville.  Please  ask  Greneral  Ualleck  if  we  shall  do  it.  We  will 
Jk  per  telegraph,  Captain  Phelps  representing  me  in  the  office,  as  I  am  still 
3  crutches. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer. 

General  Cullum,  Cairo,  . 


^ae- Officer  Foote  reports  result  of  reconnoissance  to  Columbus,  Ky,,  February 

23,  1862. 

a 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  CiiVciNNATi, 
Mississippi  River,  near  Columbus,  Ky.,  February  23,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  company  with  General  Cullum,  chief 
f  General  llalleck's  staff,  with  four  iron-claa  boats,  two  mortar  boats,  and 
br^u  transports,  containing  one  thousand  men,  I  made  this  day  a  reconnois- 
ancc  in  force  towards  Columbus  to  ascertain  its  condition ;  and  when  near  the 
»atterie«  a  flag  of  truce  came  out  to  communicate  with  us,  the  result  of  which 
rill  be  seen  in  the  enclosed  papers.  The  object  of  the  reconnoissance  being 
attained,  and  finding  that  fire  from  the  mortars  would  lead  the  enemy  to  plant 
^ns  where  they  could  reach  them  with  their  batteries  should  we  again  open 
ipon  them  with  a  larger  number  of  mortars,  I  concluded  to  return  to  Cairo ; 
md  there  we  must  remain  until  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  are  completed,  as 
>thcrwi0e  the  flotilla  will  be  demoralized  for  want  of  time  and  means  to  properly 
prep^  for  active  service.  The  army  will  not  move  without  gunboats,  yet  the 
pinboatB  are  not  in  condition  to  act  offensively  at  present    On  this  subject  I 
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will  Boon  write  more  follj.    A  telegram  will  be  sent  the  department  on  nj 
arriYal  at  Cairo,  referring  to  the  events  of  to-daj. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  jonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE. 

Hon.  61DBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — Golombuft  evinces  no  signs  of  an  evacuation  or  dismonntuig  gons.  TL 
batteries  seem  to  be  intact,  and  we  saw  great  numbers  of  tents  and  troops. 

A.  kr. 


Hbadquartbrs  First  Division  Wbstern  Dbpartmbnt, 

Columbus,  Ejf.,  February  22,  1S62. 

Presuming  jou  would  be  willing  to  reciprocate  the  courtesy  shown  to  :Ll 
families  of  officers  of  the  United  States  army,  after  the  battle  of  Belm*)nt.  n 
aUowing  them  to  visit  those  officers  who  were  prisoners  within  mj  lines,  I  tiki 
the  liberty  of  sending  up,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  the  famili^  of  several  o^  -u 
officers  who  were  captured  at  Donelson.  These  are  the  families  of  Gent  r J 
Buckner,  Colonels  Hawson  and  Medeira.  Thev  are  accompanied  bv  Coluirti 
Bussell,  Mr.  Vance,  and  Stockdale  as  escorts ;  also  by  Mr.  Mass. 

Hoping  you  may  find  it  convenient  to  send  these  ladies  forward  to  tb.j 
husbands,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaot, 

L.  POLK. 
Major  General  Commamdin^* 

The  GoMMANOiNG  Opficbr  Unitbo  Statbs  Forces^  Cairop  lU. 


Unitbd  Statbs  Flag-Stbambr  Cincinnati, 
MwisMippi  River,  near  Columbus,  Ky,,  February  23,  1SG2. 

Gbnbral  :  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  received  to-day  by  the  h&nh  V 
Captain  Blake  under  a  flag  of  truce,  nearly  within  range  of  your  guju,  an4i » 
the  presence  of  our  armed  forces,  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock  to-day,  wiU  ^» 
answered  to-morrow  by  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  same  point  of  the  river  at  whicli 
this  was  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•     ANDREW  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waten. 

GEO.  W.  CULLUM,  Brig.  (?«•.. 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineers,  Department  of  Misioun. 

Major  General  L.  Polk. 

Commanding  at  Columbus,  Ky. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryant  to  Flag-Ofieer  Foote,  reporting  arripa^  f^ 

Nashville,  February  25,  1S62. 

Gdnboat  Cairo. 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  February  25, 1861 

Sir:  Uncertain  that  my  letter  of  the  23d  reached  yon,  I  repeat  tlyit  I 
departed  from  Clarksville  for  this  point  by  the  request  of  Brigadier  Gtntri! 
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aitfa,  coiBmanding  at  Glarksrille,  and  arrived  here  this  morning*  preceding 
ven  Btcaznboats,  conveying  an  army  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Nelson. 
be   troops  landed  without  opposition.     The  banks  of  the  river  are  free  from 
ly  hostile  force.    The  railroad  and  suspension  bridges  here  are  destroyed. 
Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  0.  BRYANT, 
.     Ldeutenant  Cammandimg. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Footb, 

Comn^anding  Flotilla,  ifc:  • 


lag-Offictr  Foote  encloses  reports  of  Lieutenants  Commanding  Chain  and 
Shirk  of  attack  on  Pittsburg,  Tennessee,  March  1,  1862. 

Cairo,  March  3,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  reports  made  to  me  by  Lieutenants  Com- 
landing  6win  and  Shirk,  of  the  eunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington,  a  synopsis  of 
rhtcfa  I  telegraphed  to  you  immediately  on  .their  receipt.  I  cannot  too  highly 
nminend  the  cautious,  judicious,  and  bold  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
lU'in  and  his  command  in  the  service.  I  have  assigned  him  on  the  Tennessee 
iver.  I  regret  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  go  up  the  Tennessee  in  person; 
\nt  the  more  important  attack  upon  Columbus  to-morrow  with  five  gunboats, 
our  mortar  boats,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  and  the  regi- 
aentSt  render  my  presence  at  that  point  absolutely  necessary. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer, 
Comd'g  U.  S>  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Waters. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashiTfgton,  D.  C. 


United  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 

Savannah,  Tennessee,  March  1, 1862. 

Sir  :  Having  learned  that  the  rebels  had  occupied  and  were  fortifying  a  place 
called  Pittsburg,  nine  miles  above,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  (the  best  point 
in  the  river  for  that  purpose,)  I  determined  to  attack  them. 

At  12  m.  the  Taylor,  followed  by  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Shirk,  proceeded  up  th«  river.  When  within  twelve  hundred  yards  of  Pitts- 
burg we  were  opened  upon  by  the  rebel  batteries,  consisting,  as  well  as  we 
could  determine,  of  six  or  eight  field-pieces,  somle  rifled.  Getting  within  one 
thousand  yards,  the  Taylor  and  Lexington  opened  a  well-directed  fire,  and  we 
had  the  satisfaction  of  silencing  their  batteries. 

We  then  proceeded  abreast  of  the  place,  and,  under  the  cover  of  grape  and 
canister,  landed  two  armed  boats  from  each  vessel,  containing,  besides  their 
crews,  a  portion  of  company  "C,*'  Captain  Thaddeus  Phillips,  and  company 
"  K,"  First  Lieutenant  Jno.  T.  Rider,  of  the  32d  regiment  Illinois  volunteers, 
(sharpshooters.)  Second  Master  Jason  Goudy  commanded  the  boats  of  the 
Taylor,  and  Second  Master  Martin  Dunn  commanded  the  boats  of  the  Lexing- 
ton. The  landing  was  successfully  accomplished ;  and  this  small  force  actual^ 
drove  back  the  rebels  and  held  them  in  check  until  they  accomplished  their 
difficuU  object,  which  was  to  discover  their  real  strength  and  purpose,  and  to 
destroy  a  house  in  close  proximity  to  where  the  batteries  had  been  placed. 
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I  found  that,  in  addition  to  their  artillexy,  they  hj£l  a  force  of  not  leas  thsi 
two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry.     In  condasion*  I  haTi>  u 
state  that  the  result  was  entirely  satisfactory.     Their  hatteries  were  silenced  r 
a  short  time,  the  landing  was  effected,  the  honse  destroyed,  and  we  diffcovip 
from  their  breastworks  that  they  were  preparing  to  fortify  strongly  thia  poin 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  for  th 
efficient  manner  in  which  his  vessel  was  handled.  My  thanks  are  doe  to  Cap 
tain  Phillips,  Lieutenant  Rider,  and  their  men,  for  the  gallant  manner  in  whici 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  they  charged  up  the  hill,  drove  back  and  beid 
check  the  rebels,  until  the  boats'  crews  had  effected  the  destmction  of  the  faoa 
designated.  The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  the  greaccf 
spirit  and  enthusiasm.  Much  praise  is  due  to  First  Master  Edward  Sb&w 
Third  Master  Jauies  Martin  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the  batteries  w 
worked.  I  would  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct 
Second  Master  Jason  Goudy,  in  charge  of  the  boats  in  shore^  who  succeeded 
destroying  the  house  under  such  heavy  fire,  and  Gunner  Hermann  Peters, 
fharge  of  the  howitzer,  who  displayed  the  greatest  coolness  and  coonr 
although  exposed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy,  all  but  one  of  his  men  bimJ 
been  wounded.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Pilots  Herier  and  Sebastfan  i'  | 
their  coolness  under  such  a  tremepdous  fire  of  musketry,  6iir  vessel  being  p^i 
fectly  riddled  with  balls.  My  aid.  Acting  Paymaster  Wm.  B.  Coleman,  reodfrtJ 
me  valuable  assistance  during  the  action. 

I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  to  Cairo  with  the  transport  bt^ta, 
loaded  with  the  balance  of  the  wheat  I  left  at  Clifton.  I  shall  remain  &bod 
here,  paying  Pittsburg  a  daily  visit,  which  I  hope  will  prevent  the  rebeb  fnc 
accomplishing  their  object  Captain  Shirk  will  lay  before  yon  the  importuce 
of  keeping  open  this  as  well  as  all  other  points  above  here. 

I  have  learned  from  reliable  authority  that  the  rebels  have  some  4,000  tm^f* 
in  Florence,  5i000  or  6,000  in  and  about  Eastport  and  Inka,  (near  Bear  Cn^ii 
bridge,)  and  that  they  are  fortifying  in  that  vicinity.  Yon  will  therefore  eee  tbt 
necessity  of  my  remaining  here. 

We  expended'  ninety-five  shells,  thirty  stand  of  grape,  ten  of  canister,  aoJ 
sixty-seven  rounds  of  shrapnell,  grape,  &c.,  from  howitzer. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  of  casualties,  by  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  T.  H 
Kearney,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  his  unremitting  attention  to  the  wonndc'd 
I  feel  confident  that  we  inflicted  a  severe  loss  on  the  enemy,  as  several  Wi« 
were  seen  on  the  ground,  and  many  seen  to  fall.  I  also  enclose  Lieutenant  Conh 
manding  Shirk's  report. 

Hoping  that  my  course  will  meet  your  approbation,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &r< 

WM.  GWIN, 
Lieut.  Commanding  Dicvnon  of  GuiAoaU  on  Tcnnes9ee  Rirtr. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Footb, 

Commmnding  Naval  Forces  in  Western  Waters. 


List  of  casualties  sustained  in  the  action  at  Pittsburg,  Tennessee^  Marci  I 

1862. 

On  the  gunboat  Taylor :  Pleasant  Gilbert,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  lt^« 
necessitating  amputation  of  the  limb;  Crawford  T.  Hilli  seaman,  gunshot  woqs<i 
of  forearm;  John  Matthews,  seaman,  gunshot  (flesh)  wound  of  shoulder, «%M; 
G.  W.  ShuU,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  back,  slight;  Robert  Bell,  »esinaa. 
gunshot  wound  of  arm  (flesh)  and  che^t,  not  penetrating. 

JiK  detachment  of  thirty-second  regim'^ut  of  Illinois  volunteers  (compaoj  Ci 
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uTied  on  board :  Captain  Phillips,  ganshot  wound  of  Ieg»  flesh ;  Daniel  Mes- 
ck,  orderly  sergeant,  killed. 
KespectAilly, 

THOS.  H.  KEARNEY, 
AMwiHani  Surgeon^  U.  S.  Qunhoat  Service, 
Lieutenant  Oommanding  W.  Gwin. 


United  States  Gunboat  Lexington, 

Savannah,  TenneMee,  March  1,  1862. 

Sir  :   In  company  with  the  gunboat  Tajlor,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin, 
tliift  day  proceeded  in  this  vessel  up  the  river  to  a  landing  on  the  west  side, 
ailed.  Pittsburg,  distant  about  nine  miles  from  this  place. 

When  we  had  arrived  within  twelve  or  thirteen  nundred  yards  of  Pittsburg 
wt  were  fired  upon  by  a  rebel  battery,  consisting,  as  well  as  T  could  judge,  of 
lix  or  eight  field-pieces,  one  of  which,  at  least,  was  rifled.  We  returned  their 
ire  with  shell,  which  w^re  exceedingly  well  directed,  and  continued  until  after 
;heir  iguns  were  silenced.  *  , 

By  order  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin,  I  despatched  on  shore  two 
irmcd  boats,  in  charge  of  Second  Master  Martin  Dunn,  containing,  in  addition 
to  their  own  proper' crews,  a  detachment  of  company  K,  thirty-second  regiment 
Illinois  volunteers,  commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  John  T.  Rider,  with  orders 
U)  follow  the  motions  of  the  Taylor's  boats.  While  the  boats  were  being  landed 
we  kept  up  a  steady  fire  of  grape  and\hell,  raking  the  side  of  the  hill. 

The  landing  party  having  accomplished  their  object,  and  being  met  by  a 
much  superior  force,  retired,  receiving  in  their  retreat  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry. 
The  enrmy  also  fired  several  volleys  of  musketry  at  the  gunboats,  and  then 
retired  back  from  the  brow  of  the  hill.  After  the  boats  returned,  we  gave  the 
rebels  a  few  more  shell,  and,  receiving  no  answer,  we  dropped  down  the  river 
to  this  place.  . 

My  men  report  having  seen  several  dead  rebels  upon  the  hill,  and  I  myself 
saw  a  shell  from  this  vessel,  aft;er  the  return  of  the  boats,  take  effect  upon  a 
field  officer,  emptying  his  saddle,  and  dropping  three  foot  soldiers. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallantry,  good  discipline,  and  pa- 
triotic spirit  evinced  by  the  officers  and  men  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  com- 
mand. For  the  efficient  services  of  himself  and  his  command  I  am  greatly 
indebted  to  First  Lieutenant  John  T.  Rider,  company  K,  32d  regiment  Illinois 
volunteers. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  following  casualties,  viz :  James  Sullivan,  sea- 
man, killed ;  Patrick  Sullivan  and  Thomas  M.  Borland,  seamen,  missing ;  John 
Bines,  corporal  company  K,  32d  regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  missing.  •  James 
Sullivan  was  seen  to  fall  upon  the  field  shot  through  the  breast. 

During  the  action  there  were  expended  forty-five  eight-inch  shell,  twenty- 
five  six-inch  shell,  and  sixteen  stand  of  grape. 

Two  rifles  and  one  muskel  are  missing;    They  are  those  taken  by  tl^e  unfor- 
tunate men  whom  we  have  lost. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Flag-Offioer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Naval  Forces,  Cairo,  Illinois. 
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Flag-Officer  Foote  reports  the  evacuation  of,  Columhu,  March  1, 1862. 

Caibo,  iHarck  h  1S62. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to-daj  to 
Columbus,  has  this  moment  returned,  and  reports  that  Columbna  ia  heing  trtt- 
uated.  He  saw  the  rebels  burning  their  winter  quarters  and  lemorhig  ih^ii 
heavy  guns  on  the  bluffs,  but  the  guns  in  the  water  batteries  remain  intact.  H* 
also  saw  a  large  force  of  cavalry  drawn  up  ostentatiously  on  the  bluffs,  hvt  n^ 
infantry  were  to  be  seen  as  heretofore,  and  the  encampment  seen  in  our  anmd 
reconnoissance  a  few  days  since  has  been  removed.  lArge  fires  were  vifiblr  is 
the  town  of  Columbus  and  upon  the  river  banks  below,  indicating'  the  deet^l^ 
tion  of  the  town,  military  stores,  and  equipments. 

I  shall  consult  General  Cullum,  and  we  shall  probably  proceed  to  Co]nmbc« 
with  the  force  we  have  ready,  soon  after  daylight.  Greneral  Polk  inform?  ;:• 
that  he  will  send  a  flag  of  truce  at  meridian  to-morrow  to  the  point  when  xbf^ 
flags  of  truce  met  to-day,  in  Terence  to  which  we  shall  be  governed  ac^ordk: 
to  circumstances.  But  as  Greneral  Cullum  has  not  been  fully  ooneolted,  I  car. 
give  no  particular  information  of  our  movements  to-morrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


# 
Flag-Officer  Foote  reports  fall  gf  Columbus^  and  hU  purpose  to  proceed  to  Sf^ 

Madrid, 

TJnitbd  Statbs  Flao-Stbawbr  CritciBnvATi. 

CkOumhm,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  telegram  sent  to  the  depart- 
ment to-day  announcing  the  fall  of  Columous. 

The  fleet  not  being  in  a  condition  to  proceed  down  to  Island  No.  10  and  t" 
New  Madrid  where  the  rebels  are  represented  as  fortifying,  I  leave  for  Cai'*^ 
immediately  to  make  the  necessary  preparation  for  going  down  the  river  with 
a  suitable  force  of  gunboats  and  mortar  boats  in  a  proper  condition  for  efiecur'- 
service.  I  am  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of  proceeding  to  X«'^ 
Madrid  as  soon  as  possible,  where  General  Pope  has  arrived  with  10,000  mfD; 
but  such  is  the  condition  of  my  command  that  I  shall  decline  moving,  a«  1  in- 
formed Grenerals  Sherman  and  Cullum,  unless  I  am  ordered  to  do  so  bf  i^*' 
Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  as  I  must  be  the  judge  of  the  condition  of  the  fleet,  anil 
when  it  is  prepared  for  the  service  required. 

It  is  due  to  Commander  Pennock,  the  fleet-captain,  and  to  Mr.  Sanforl.  tin 
ordnance  officer  of  the  flotilla,  to  sav  to  the  department  that  these  efficient  o&ccrf 
earnestly  entreated  me  to  permit  them  to  go  on  this  expedition,  as  well  »i  op 
the  Tennessee  and  Gomberiand  rivers ;  but  their  serviees  in  preparing  the  pin 
and  mortar  boats  at  Cairo  being  absolutely  necessary,  I  reluctantly  denied  tkir 
applipation  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  government,  yet  their  services  should  be 
regarded  as  equally  important  to  the  great  object  of  the  expedition  as  if  ih^T 
had  participated  personally  in  the  different  actions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag' Officer f  Commanding  Naval  Fonxt.  4^* 

Hon.  GioBON  Wbllbs, 
Secretary  ^the  Navy, 
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Columbus,  Kentucky,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  Colnmbos  is  in  our  poBseBsion.  Mj  armed  reconnoissance,  on  the  2d 
Unt,  caused  a  faastj^  eyacuation — ^the  rebels  leaving  quite  a  number  of  guns 
J  carnages,  ammunition,  and  a  large  quantity  of  shot  and  shell,  a  considerable 
nxh^T  or  anchors,  and  the  remnant  of  the  chain  lately  stretched  across  the 
cr*  with  a  large  number  of^  torpedoes.  Most  of  the  huts,  tents,  and  quarters 
?  destroyed. 

The  works  are  of  very  great  strength,  consisting  of  formidable  tiers  of  bat- 
>es  on  the  water  side,  and  on  the  land  side  surrounded  by  a  ditch  and  abattis. 
(ri'ueral  Sherman,  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  not  knowing  that  the 
>rks  were  last  evening  occupied  by  four  hundred  of  the  Second  Illinois  cavalry, 
a  jfcoutibg  party  sent  by  General  Sherman  from  Paducah,  made  a  bold  dash 
the  shore  under  the  batteries,  hoisting  the  American  flag  on  the  summit  of 
\  bluff,  greeted  by  the  hearty  cheers  of  our  brave  tars  and  soldiers. 
The  force  consisted  of  six  gunboats,  four  mortar  boats,  and  three  transports, 
viDg  on  board  two  regiments  and  two  battalions  of  infantry,  under  command 
Colonel  Buford — Gkueral  Cullum  and  General  Sherman  being  in  command  of 
e  troops.  The  former,  leaving  a  sick  bed  to  go  ashore,  discovered  what  was 
idently  a  nmgazine  on  fire  at  both  extremities,  and  inomediately  ordered  the 
lin  to  be  cut,  and  thus  saved  the  lives  of  the  garrison. 

While  I  cannot  express  too  strongly  my  admiration  of  the  gallantry  and  wise 
ansels  of  this  distinguished  aid  and  engineer  of  General  Halleck,  (General 
dlom,)  I  must  add  that  Commanders  Dove,  Walke,  and  Stembel,  and  Lieu- 
aaots  Commanding  Paulding,  Thompson,  Shirk,  and  Phelps,  the  latter  being 
ommand  of  the  mortar  division,  assisted  by  £ieutenant  Sanford,  of  the  ord- 
Ace  department  of  the  United  States  army,  nobly  performed  their  duty. 
I  have  my  flag  on  board  the  Cincinnati,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Com- 
indcr  Stembel.  General  Sherman  remains  temporarily  in  command  at  Co- 
lubus. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag'OffUer. 
Hon.  GiOBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  • 


lag-Officer  Foote  forwards  report  of  IdeutenarU  Commanding  Cfwinn,  of  the 
gunboat  Taylor ,  March  5,  1862,  communicating  important  information. 

Cairo,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  just  received  from  Lieutenant 
iromanding  Gwinn,  of  the  Taylor,  communicating  important  information,  which, 
ith  a  telegram  just  received  from  General  Grant,  commanding  at  Fort  Heniy, 
Ating  that  the  rebels  were  fortifying  Savannah,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  and 
kllin^  for  an  additional  gunboat,  has  been  communicated  to  General  Halleck. 
^haU  probably  send  an  additional  gunboat«  making  three  boats  on  that  river. 
The  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  is  now  in  my  office,  and  is  informed  of  the 
ate  of  things,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  the  demands,  I  trust,  by  having  a 
•rce  at  hand  sufficient  to  prevent  any  fortifications  being  erected  on  the  Ten- 
'.s6ce  as  far  up  as  the  stage  of  water  will  permit  the  gunboats  to  ascend  the 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-officer.   . 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

8 10 
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Unitbd  States  Gunboat  Taylor. 
Cairo,  Illinois,  March  6,  l%2. 

Sir  :  I  bave  returned  from  up  tbe  Tennessee,  having  left  Pittebuig  (tli<^  pl-4 
of  our  late  engagement)  last  night.    The  enemy  has  not  renewed  his  ahirc: 
to  fortify.     I  watched  the  point  closely,  and  yesterday  landed  under  a  Hjc 
truce,  vhich  was  allowed  to  go  a  mile  from  uie  river  before  being  stopped 
their  pickets.     No  sign  of  a  renewed  attempt  could  be  discovered. 

In  my  report  of  the  engagement  I  statea  that  I  felt  confident  the  enemT  K.. 
sulS^red  severely.  I  can  now  report  that  on  the  morning  after  the  engagerr*- 
(Sunday)  nine  dead  bodies  and  one  hundred  wounded — ^many  of  them  mort^ly- 
w^re  counted  in  their  camp,  which  had  been  removed,  the  evening  fii  Hi'-  f^j 
gaeement,  three  miles  back  .of  the  river.  Some  tents,  where  they  were  turvr: 
badly  wounded  men,  they  would  not  allow  any  one  to  visit ;  they  wiiv  4 
bringing  in  wounded. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  above.  It  was  reported  that  tl: 
buried  fifteen  the  evening  of  the  engagement.  I  think  I  can  safely  put  tl  | 
loss  down  at  twenty  killed  and  one  hundred  wounded.  Their  force  cure 
on  that  day  was  1,000  infantry  (Louisiana)  and  500  cavaliy,  (Missii^^ipi'i.  • 
sides  a  batteir  of  six  pieces  of  field  artilleiy.  Two  guns  (32-pounder>  vk 
on  the  ground,  but  were  not  mounted. 

I  have  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  have  now  at  Corinth,  Miissi^.-ip: 
eighteen  miles  from  the  Tennessee  river  (Pittsburg)  junction  of  Mobile  and  < '? 
and  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroads,  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  troop: 
Henderson  station,  eighteen  miles  from  Coffee  Landing,  Tennessee  ri>t'r.  ^t.. 
thirty-five  miles  by  railroad  from  Corinth,  some  ten  or  twelve  thouwujd.  :*!• 
bodies  of  troops  arriving  every  day,  mostly  from  Columbus  and  wa^  tr". 
Louisiana.  At  Bear  Creek  bridge,  seven  miles  back  from Eastpott, Mi&fi?'?! 
they  have  from  eight  to  ten  thousand,  and  are  fortifying.  At  Cluckira< 
Alabama,  I  understand  they  are  erecting  heavy  batteries.  This  last  b  noi  rtrr 
reliable. 

Information  received  last  night  near  Savannah,  Tennessee,  from  a  re!^^^' 
source,  indicates  that  General  Johnson,  with  all  his  force,  is  fidling  back  tr  a 
Murfr^esboro'  to  Decatur,  Alabama,  the  place  where  the  Memphis  and  I'btrl?^ 
ton  railroad  crosses  the  Tennessee  river,  and  the  junction  of  the  railroad  le^^' 
from  Nashville  to  that  place,  showing  that  they  are  preparing  to  send  1^- 
reinforcements  to  Bear  Creek.       > 

The  result  of  the  recent  elections  in  Hardin  and  McNiury  counties  V 
Tennessee,  will  prove  to  you  that  the  Union  sentiment  is  very  strong  thn'Ui^-'  ;••' 
that  section  of  tne  State.  The  former  gave  five  hundred  majority  for  the  I ' 
candidate  out  of  a  poll  of  one  thousand  votes.  The  latter  gave  two  hmni" 
Union  majority  out  of  a  poll  of  eighteen  hundred  votes.  The  constant  crv 
from  them  to  me  is,  **  Send  us  arms  and  a  sufficient  force  to  protect  qb  m  orj:- ^ 
izing,  and  we  will  drive  the  secessionists  out  of  Tennessee  ours^dves." 

1  have  enlisted  a  few  more  men;  Captain  Phillips  recmited  sevml  (^'^  '- 
company.    I  have  captured  J.  B.  Kendrick,  of  Captain  Fitzgerald's  conip*'^ 
of  Tennessee  volunteers,  who  represents  himself  as  a  colonel  of  milioa  ^t  '^'- 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Clay  Kendriek,  private  in  Captain  Fitxgeraki'fl  <^'^ 
pany  (Colonel  Crew's  regiment)  Tennessee  volunteers. 
Very  respectfolly,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GWINS, 

Lieutfmamt  Omtuadmi- 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Footb,  U.  S.  N^ 

Chmmanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  WaUrs, 
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Aeutet9ami    Commanding   €rmnn*9  report  of  reconnoissance  to    Chickasawt 

Alabama, 

United  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 

PitUhurg,  March  16,  1862. 

SfR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  joxa  orders  I  reported 
r>  (reneral  Grant,  at  Fort  Foote,  on  the  7th  instant,  and  remained  at  Danville 
tridget  twenty-fiye  miles  above,  awaiting  the  fleet  of  transports,  nntil  Monday 
doming,  bj  direction  of  General  Grant,  when  General  Smith  arriving  with  a 
ftrge  portion  of  his  command,  fortj  transports,  I  convoyed  them  to  Savannah, 
.rrivipg  there  without  molestation  on  the  11th.  The  same  evening,  with  General 
^mith  and  staff  on  board,  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  river  as  high  as  Pitts- 
burg. The  rebels  had  not  renewed  their  attempts  to  fortify  at  that  point,  owing 
0  the  vigilant  watch  that  had  been  kept  on  them  in  my  aosence  by  Lieutenant 
jommanding  Shirk. 

The  same  evening,  at  11.45,  stood  np  the  river  with  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant 
?ommanding  Shirk,  for  the  puipose  of  reaching  Eastport  by  daylight,  it  having 
x^cn  reported  to  me  that  the  rebels  had  ereeted  a  battery  at  Chickasaw,  Ala- 
>ama,  one  and  a  half  miles  above  that  place.  Arriving  there  at  7.30  this  vessel 
iiid  the  Lexington  opened  fire  on  the  point  which  had  been  indicated.  The 
vbels  immediately  responded.  After  expending  sixty-three  shell,  having  ac- 
romplished  my  object,  which  was  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  their  battery,  both 
rc^Aels  retired  without  any  damage  having  been  done  on  our  side.  As  well  as 
[  can  judge  their  battery  consists  of  five  pieces — ^three  rifled,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  one,  I  should  think,  not  less  than  32-pounders.  Both  vessels  have 
fince  been  actively  employed  in  convoying  transports  to  and  covering  the  land- 
tag of  troops  at  diflerent  points  above  Savannah  in  this  river. 

The  river  is  again  very  high,  and  rismg.  The  people  have  given  substantial 
!vidence  of  the  strength  of  tibie  Union  sentiment  so  often  expressed  to  me  before 
in  this  vicinity,  as  very  many  have  enlisted  in  the  diflerent  regiments.  The 
Taylor  is  lying  at  Pittsburg  for  the  protection  of  General  Sherman's  division, 
vliich  has  occupied  that  point.  The  Lexington  is  lying  at  Crump's  Landing, 
protecting  the  division  of  General  Wallace,  which  occupies  that  point.  Every- 
thing is  working  fiavorably  for  the  cause  of  the  Union.  Enclosed  you  will  find 
Lieutenant  Gommanding  Shirk's  report. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,' 

WILLIAM  GWINN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Division  of  GunboatSf  Tennessee  river. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  K  8.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 


LietUenant  Commanding  Shirk's  report  of  proceedings,  March  15,  1862. 

United  States  Gunboat  Lexington, 
Pittsburg,  Tennessee,  March  15, 1863. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  proceedings  since 
my  last  arrivai  in  this  river. 

We  reached  Savannah  on  the  6th  instant  The  next  morning  I  received  on 
hoard  this  vessel  twenty  armed  men,  refugees  from  Wayne  county,  Tennessee, 
who  asked  my  protection  from  the  rebel  marauding  cavalry.  Six  of  these  men 
were  from  a  rebel  regiment  which  had  been  stationed  at  Glarksville,  and  had 
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been  told,  upon  tlie  fall  of  Fort  Donclson,  to  make  tlie  best  of  tbeir  waj  toni*. 
Their  arms  were  thoee  that  had  been  issned  at  ClarksTille.  Some  of  thi^*' 
twenty  men  have  shipped  on  board  this  Teasel,  and  the  remainder  have  «nlbt<:ti 
in  re^'ments  in  General  Smith's  command. 

I  then  proceeded  up  the  river  to  take  a  look  at  this  place,  and  diacort  r<l 
several  flags  of  truce  on  the  hill.  I  sent  a  boat  t^  communicate  with  a  r-l 
officer  at  t£e  landing,  and  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Gommandine  G^v- 
in  relation  to  exchange  of  prisoners.  No  work  had  been  done  since  toe  h*^ 
bardment  of  the  place  on  the  Ist  instant  by  the  Taylor  and  this  vessel  Tit 
nights  of  the  7th  and  8th  I  lay  at  Graven's  Landing,  protecting  many  Tmf*: 
men  from  Robinson's  rebel  cavalry.  During  the  8th  and  9th  I  conveyed  ab"cJ 
one  hundred  and  twenty  refugees  from  Graven 's  and  Ghalk  bluff  to  SaTann* 
for  safety.  On  the  9th  I  paid  another  visit  to  Pittsburg,  having  on  b*»iiri 
Golonel  Worthington,  of  General  Smith's  advance.  On  the  10th  I  look  r.i 
board  some  more  arms  at  Ghalk  bluff.  That  night  I  lay  opposite  SarauiuL 
the  transport  with  the  forty-sixth  Ohio  volunteers  lying  at  the  town. 

On  the  11th  the  United  States  gunboat  Taylor  arrived,  followed  by  G<nt?ri] 
Smith  with  his  command,  in  sixty-three  transport  steamers.  At  midnight  ri. 
vessel  followed  the  Taylor  up  the  river,  to  make  a  reconnoissanoe,  and  at  75J 
a.  m.  on  the  12th  instant 'reached  Ghickasaw,  Alabama,  whsre  we  discover^, 
that  the  rebels  had  erected  a  battery,  as  had  been  reported.  The  two  gtmbnit* 
opened  fire  upon  it  at  long  raftge,  which  was  returned  by  the  enemj.  Tli*' 
vessel  expended  25  shell.  There  were  no  casualties.  ITie  battery  consisted  "i 
at  least  ^ve  pieces,  two  or  three  of  which  were  rifled.  One  of  the  latter  wa^  * 
32-pounder,  and  had  a  very  great  range— great  enough  to  prevent  the  landir: 
of  troops  at  Eastport.  At  1 1.30  a. m.  we  reached  Savannah  again.  That  tv/'u- 
ing  I  convoyed  a  division  of  the  ai-my,  under  General  Wallace,  to  Cruin|i'? 
Landing,  and  lay  there  that  night  and  the  following  day  and  night  This  m"*:: 
ing  I  convoyed  another  division,  under  General  Hurlburt,  to  this  place,  a"  • 
went  on  with  the  transport  Crescent  City  to  where  General  Sherman  hail  b'5 
command,  about  10  m'iles  below  Eastport.  I  returned  at  5  p.  m.^  and  vrOIawii: 
here  further  orders. 

There  are  no  rebel  troops  near  here  at  present ;  General  Cheatham,  who  vi- 
at  Shiloh  (three  miles  back  from  here)  day  before  yesterday,  having  gone  wirL 
his  command  to  Purdy.  The  river  is  rising  very  rapidly,  and  there  is  go  moib 
back  water  that  General  Sherman  found  it  impossible  to  perform  the  dntr  nyv^ 
which  he  was  sent.  Greneral  Wallace  succeeded,  night  before  last,  in  dertr  y- 
ing  about  half  a  mile  of  the  railroad,  a  few  miles  north  of  Purdy.  Twelve  m'»' 
made  graves  have  been  found  upon  the  hill  at  this  place.  The  small  arms  vbich 
I  have  taken  from  Craven's  and  Chalk  bluff  belong  to  Union  men,  and  1  hir^ 
promised  that  they  should  eventually  be  returned  to  their  owners. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRE,  Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Footb, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  dc. 


Flag-Officer  Footers  report  of  operation*  at,  and  raptvre  of.  Island  Ko.  10.  ^'^^ 

correspondence  connected  therewith* 

Unitbd  Statbs  Flag-Stkambr  Brnton. 

Of  Island  No.  10»  Mardi  17, 1S61 

Sir  :  Leaving  Cairo  on  the  14th  instant,  with  seven  iron-dad  gunboat!)  «^ 
ten  mortar  boats,  and  being  jomed  at  Columbus  on  the  same  day  by  Colonel  I^o* 
ford,  in  command  of  some  twelve  hundred  troops,  I  reached  Hickman  that  etM^- 
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Qg  with  the  flotillla  and  transports,  when  the  Lonisyille,  Commander  Dove,  was 
jund  leaking  in  her  boilers,  and  was  sent  back  to  Columbus  for  repairs. 

On  the  15th  instant,  at  daylight,  the  flotilla  and  transports  moved  down  the 
iver,  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  at  9  a.  m.  The  rain  and  dense 
9g  prevented  onr  getting  the  vessels  in  position,  other  than  two  mortar  boats, 
'If  the  pnfpose  of  ascertaining  their  range. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant  I  placed  the  mortars  in  as  good  po- 
Ition  as  the  circumstances  would  admit,  when  they  sbelled  several  regiments 
Mit  of  their  encampments,  and,  at  extreme  range,  reached  the  batteries  on  No. 
10,  xhe  floating  battery,  and  the  five  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore.  The 
uortar  boats  are  in  charge  of  Captain  Maynadier,  United  States  army,  as  ord- 
lAUce  officer,  assisted  by  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Sandford,  United 
States  navy,  who  volunteered  his  services. 

This  morning,  the  17th  instant,  soon  after  dayligfat,  the  mortar  boats  being 
in  position,  I  had  the  Benton  lashed  between  two  other  steamers,  the  Cincin- 
(uiti  and  St.  Louis,  and  with  the  remaining  iron-clad  steamers  made  an  attack 
on  the  forte,  at  a  distance  of  two  thousand  yards  or  more,  on  account  of  the 
rapid  current,  rendering  the  boats  too  unmanageable  to  come  within  a  shorter 
range,  without  endangering  their  being  carried  under  the  enemy's  guns  ;  and  as 
a  nearer  approach  would  expose  the  bow  and  quarter  of  the  vessels,  their  most 
vulnerable  points,  to  a  fire  of  six  other  batteries,  mounting  forty-three  guns. 
We  opened  fire  on  the  upper  fort  on  the  Tennessee  shore  at  meridian,  and  con- 
tinued  to  eive  and  receive  quite  a  brisk  fire  from  this  and  also  four  other  bat- 
Uities  oa  the  same  shore  untilidarkness  obscured  the  forts  from  view.  The  ten 
t&Qrtars,  in  the  meantime,  shelled  the  troops  out  of  range,  excepting  those  man- 
niitg  the  batteries. 

The  npper  fort  was  badly  cut  up  by  the  Benton  and  the  other  boats  with  her. 
We  dismounted  one  of  their  guns,  and  the  men,  at  times,  ran  from  the  batteries. 

Colonel  Buford  has  been  busily,  and,  I  trust  profitably,  engaged  in  making 
reoimnoissaoceB,  and  is  preparing  to  mount  his  siege  guns. 

In^the  attack  of  to-day  this  vessel  received  four  shots; 'while  a  rifle  gun  burst 
aboard  the  St.  Louis,  killing  and  wounding  fifteen,  officers  and  men ;  1  enclose 
« list  of  casualties.  The  Cincinnati  has  had  her  engines  injured,  which  inay 
n*iuler  it  necessary  for  me  to  send  her  to  Cairo  for  repairs. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  silence  the  upper  battery  to-morrow ;  after  which  we 
can  plant  the  mortars  in  a  position  where  we  expect  to  be  able  to  shell  the  rebels 
out  of  their  batteries.  This  place  is  even  stronger  and  better  adapted  for  de- 
fence than  Columbus  has  ever  been.  Each  fortification  commands  the  one  above 
it.  We  can  count  forty-nine  guns  in  the  different  batteries,  where  there  are 
probably  double  the  number,  with  ten  thousand  troops. 

From  exhaustion,  arising  from  continuous  service  and  want  of  sleep,  you  will 
excuse  this  incoherent  discursive  report 

Our  shells  bursting  prematurely  we  have  to  drown  them  before  loading  the 
guns.  The  fuzes,  many  of  which,  I  am  informed,  were  made  before  the  Mexi- 
can war,  ought  to  have  been  condemned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A,  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer,  . 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters, 

Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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LiH  of  killed  and  wounded  on  gunboat  8t,  Louit,  March  17,  1862. 

Killed,  hy  bursting  of  a  rifle  gun,  James  Jacksoo,. seaman,  Glucago,  Illiaol* . 
P.  S.  Goth,  seaman,  Maine. 

Wounded,  hj  bursting  of  rifle  gun,  S.  H,  McAdam,  master's  mate,  CTucaj\ 
severely ;  Jno.  A.  McDonald,  gunner,  Baltimore,  sligbtly ;  H.  T.  Blj*  e«*amiL 
New  Bedford,  severely;  J.  W.  Sprowl,  seaman,  Bristol,  Maine,  severely;  P. 
Mulhenin,  seaman,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  severely ;  Wm.  Kelcher,  seamdn. 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  severely;  Rich'd  Gouger,  seaman,  severely;  Frank Q\m- 
ens,  seaman,  severely;  Chas.  Woolf,  seaman,  severely;  Ghas.  Wilson,  «aair. 
Philadelphia,  severely;  Henry  Joy,  seaman,  Worcester  county,  Massachu?^ tt.-. 
slightly;  M.  G.Donaghho,  seaman,  Frederick  town,  Pennsylvania,  slightly;  IV:^ 
Leon,  seaman,  Sardinia,  slightly. 

J.  B.  McDILL, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Crunboat  SL  Louu. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

LEONARD  PAULDING,  LimtenasU  CommaniiMi 


FlAG-StBAMBR  BBiVT0:«, 

Of  Island  No.  10,  March  19. 1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  17th  instant  I  communicated  to  the  department  an  aocooat  <^ 
our  leaving  Cairo,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Island  No.  10,  and  expitssju; 
the  hope  that  to-morrow  (yesterday)  we  should  be  able  to  oapture  the  oppe: 
fort  at  this  point. 

Yesterday  we  were  firing  on  the  upper  fort  at  long  range,  reacfaiDg  it  occ- 
sionally,  and  dismounted  another  gun,  while  the  mortars  were  playing  oo  iIk 
lower  fortifications,  having  driven  the  encampments  down  the  xiver,  josl  out  ^-' 
range  of  our  shells.  As  the  forts  are  distinct  from  each  other,  and  occapf 
but  little  space,  and  have  been  mostly  constructed  for  four  or  five  m<mtb»»  it  ^ 
impossible  to  use  the  mortars  with  as  much  effect  aa  could  have  been  done »! 
Columbus,  where  the  batteries  were  more  compact  and  exposed,  and  the  \wt 
having  less  shelter  than  here.  We  are,  however,  keeping  up  an  oceasioiul  trr- 
day  and  night,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  repairing  his  daauiges,  gmdiullj  9^ 
proaching  his  strongest  holds,  and  I  trust  we  will  be  able,  in  co-opention  vid 
Ueneral  Pope's  diviaion  of  the  army,  0oon  to  get  posaesaion  of  the  place.  Tb> 
position  was  selected  by  the  rebels  on  accouiU  of  its  being  iiMcoeaeible  bj  \»^' 
in  a  high  stage  of  water,  on  the  Missouri  side,  which  side  General  Pope's  inty 
occupies,  at  New  Madrid;  and  he  h^  no  transports  of  any  kind  with  wbicii  t" 
cross  over  to  the  Tennessee '  side  and  march  in  upon  the  rear  of  the  rebek  ^ 
have  this  morning  sent  him  two  tugs,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  get  two  gfaob'^it' 
also  through  the  same  bayou  or  slough  to  him.  If  we  can  do  this,  witli  i^ 
two  gunboats  coming  up  and  attacking  the  forts  from  below  with  the  land  att^'^; 
1  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall  secure  a  complete  victoiy.  We  muat  vt^ 
here  slowly  and  cautiously,  which  alone  can  prove  effective,  especially  Wio^' 
in  mind  the  rapid  current  and  certainty  of  falling  into  the  hanos  of  the  ^nmj 
in  these  slow  boats  if  we  run  aa  close  to  the  batteries  as  we  might  do  were  the 
rebels  up  stream.  Colonel  Buford,  commanding  the  troops  here,  amounting  i' 
about  1,500,  will  be  ready  to  perform  all  service  required  until  the  un^^^^ 
General  Pope  in  force.  We  shall  not  be  able  to  make  the  gnmd  attack  for  ^^' 
eral  days.  _  This  will  depend  upon  the  arrival  of  Gen^»l  Pope. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Fhg-Ofctr' 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wellbs,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Flaq-Stbambr  Bbnton, 
Of  Hand  No.  10,  March  20,  1862. 

Sis  :  Most  of  the  iron-clad  steamers,  including  this  vessel,  are  still  lying  within 
•ng  range  of  the  rebel  forts,  and  occasionally,  with  the  mortar-boats,  are  throw- 
ixs,  i^hclls  into  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  have  induced  them  to  withdraw  all 
lieir  superflnous  men  not  required  for  serving  their  guns.  To-day  the  upper 
(Attory  opened^upon  us,  but  was  silenced  in  half  an  hour,  this  ship  dismounting 

I  j^un.  I  sendt  to-night,  a  boat  to  sound  in  a  narrow  and  shallow  channel,  in 
i*>p«s  the  present  rise  of  water  in  the  river  will  enable  me  to  despatch  a  small 
Cramer  with  light  draft  to  Qeneral  Pope,  near  New  Madrid,  who,  as  I  have 
ilready  informed  the  department,  has  several  times  requested  that  I  would  send 
lim  two  or  three  gunboats  to  enable  him  to  cross  over  to  the  Tennessee  side, 
erith  the  view  of  attacking  the  rebels  in  the  rear  at  this  point,  while  we  make 
he  attack  in  front  or  on  the  river  side.     I  am  apprehensive,  however,  from  our 

II  Miccess  thus  far,  that  this  project  may  not  prove  feasible.  To-day,  for  the 
drbt  time  since  I  have  been  in  command  of  the  notUla,  I  called  a  council  of  war, 
irith  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  opinions  of  the  officers  with  reference  to  send- 
ing, or  attempting  to  send,  aid  to  General  Pope.  The  officers,  with  one  excep- 
tion, were  decidedly  opposed  to  running  the  blockade,  believing  it  would  result 
ia  the  almost  certain  destruction  of  the  boats  which  should  attempt  to  pass  the 
six  forts,  with  50  ^ns  bearing  upon  the  vessels.  I  have  been  seriously  disposed 
to  ran  the  blockade  myself  with  this  vessel,  which  is  better  protected  than  the 
other  bofttSy  altUbugh  she  is  slow  and  works  sluggishly;  but,  upon  reconsidera- 
tioof  as  her  loss  would  be  so  great  if  we  failed,  and  my  personal  services  here 
ATf!  considered  so  important  with  the  fleet  and  transports,  I  havci  for  the  present, 
Abandoned  the  idea. 

This  place  is  admirably  chosen  for  defence  by  the  rebels,  as  its  rear  can  only 

h<*  approached,  in  this  stage  of  water,  from  the  river  side  opposite  New  Madrid, 

it  being  sturonnded  by  bayous  or  sloughs^  while  its  long  line  of  six  forts,  com- 

nuTiding  one  another  from  the  river  front,  render  it  almost  impregnable  to  an 

attacking  force.    Greneral  Pope  has  no  transports,  and,  without  our  reaching 

him  by  running  the  blockade,  is  unable  to  cross  over  to  the  Tennessee  side  from 

Ne^'  Madrid,  where  he  now  is  in  force,*  and  it  is  impossible  for  him,  from  the 

inundated  state  of  the  country,  to  send  or  march  his  troops  to  this  point.    Were 

wi2  to  attempt  to  attack  these  heavy  batteries  with  tfie  gunboats,  or  attempt  to 

ran  the  blockade  and  fail,  as  I  have  already  stated  in  a  former  commimication, 

th«  nvera  above  us — ^Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  Gimiberland^would  be  greatly  ex- 

P<>»4^«  not  only  frustrating  the  grand  object  of  the  expedition,  but  exposing  our 

towns  and  cities  bordering  those  rivers;  especially  so  should  Greneral  Pope  be 

Qtuible  to  hold  his  position  at  New  Madrid.     Under  these  circumstances,  and 

our  boats  being  so  ill-adapted  to  fighting  down  the  river,  with  two  rifle  guns 

hftviog  bmrsty  imd  our  shells  impeifect,  I  am  induced  to  act  with  great  caution, 

And  expose  the  flotilla  less  than  under  more  favorable  circumstances  it  would  be 

^y  daty  to  do,  for  the  great  object  for  which  the  fleet  was  created.    For  the 

Mature,  m  the  absence  of  instructions  from  higher  authority,  I  shall  be  eovemed 

^7  circtmutanoes  as  they  may  arise.    When  the  object  of  running  the  blockade 

Woiaea  adequate  to  the  risk,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  do  it.    The  place  may  be 

Copied  by  tu  in  a  short  time  without  an  assault,  as  the  rebels  must  be  cut  off 

^>in  their  'liecessary  supplies.    Still,  if  this  does  not  soon  take  place,  it  may 

'^ome  neeessary  to  force  the  blockade,  or  adopt  some  other  measures  which 

o&rc  not  yet  suggested  themselves. 

1  our  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  POOTE,  Flag'Oficer. 
HoiL  GkoBON  Wells, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Unitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Bejitoii, 

.  Jbland  No.  10,  March  26, 1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  we  have  been  ljiii|  rf 
the  forts  at  long  range,  occasionally  giving  a  rifle  shot,  and  more  fiHjneii'  r 
throwing  mortar  Bhells  upon  the  island  and  at  the  fortifications  on  the  TeitL>^ 
see  shore.     The  rebels  still  hold  the  forts,  but  the  encampments  are  w*"^--. 
beyond  range,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  serve  their  heavy  gtuus  it  ha 
seem  to  be  well  protected  from  our  shells  by  their  breastworks..  A  commwaia- 
tion  from  General  Halleck  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  leads  me  to  hope  tliM 
we  may  yet  derive  support  from  the  army,  irrespective  of  General  Pope's  for* 
which  will  cross  over  from  New  Madrid  and  attack  the  rebels  in  the  rear,  wL/- 
we  make  the  attack  in  front,  in  case  we  succeed  in  getting  two  steamer?  a/: 
several  cutters,  which  are  now  working  their  way  towards  that  point,  xht^nir. 
the  bayous  or  sloughs.     Should  this  effort  be  successful,  I  hope  to  h««r  tba:  i 
land  force  of  some  10,000  men  will  be  in  the  rebels'  rear  in  the  course  ot  ir 
or  six  days.     With  the  exception  of  a  ridge,  or  higher  land,  on  the  river  liaik 
on  the  Tennessee  side,  from  directly  opposite  New  Madrid  to-  nearly  op{K>«  *• 
Island  No.  10,  the  whole  country  is  inundated,  or  at  least  so  much  so  a«  t^  pr" 
vent  troops  from  other  points  reaching  the  rebels*  rear,  showing  how  admin::; 
their  position  has  been  chosen  for  defence. 

We  now  have  here  six  iron-plated  gunboats,  one  wooden  gunboat,  tbe  C^'^ 
estoga,  and  sixteen  mortar  boats;  one  iron-clad  gunboat  being  at  Nai«hvi!' 
one  guarding  Columbus  and  Hickman,  and  two  wooden  boats  up  theTenDe^.^ 
while  the  Essex,  Commander  Porter,  is  repairing  at  St.  Lonis.    We  bavt- 
the  mortar-boats  that  we  can  use  to  any  advantage,  and  BtUl  want  two  tow-bo  <r< 
for  these  in  greater  force,  as  we  have  a  strong  current,  requiring  the  greai'^: 
vigilance  to  prevent  them  and  the  gunboats  from  being  carried  down  Mrtrs,. 
from  the  want  of  steam-power  of  the  latter.     Colonel  Buford,  commanding:  r;: 
troops,  has  a  force  of  between  1,900  and  2,000  men;  but  who,  in  fact,  living .v 
they  necessarily  do,  aboard  the  transports — the  banks  being  overflowed,  Art. 
they  surrounded  by  water — cannot  accomplish  anything  of  consequence.    Tb';> 
we  are  waiting  to  open  communication  with  General  Pope,  at  New  Mailrid. 

I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  me  by  General  Strongr-  ^^ 
manding  at  Cairo,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rebels  have  thirteen  p&- 
boats,  independent  of  the^five  below  New  Madrid,  and  the  Manassas  or  rm,  i' 
Memphis.  1  presume  that  these  boats  are  not  equal  to  ours;  still,  weharo' 
means  of  ascertaining  their  character,  especially  those  at  New  Orleans.  I  b>^'^ 
ordered  the  rifle  guns  as  they  arrive  at  Cairo  to  be  sent  to  us,  as  our  rifie?  ^ 
unsafe,  and  must  be  condemned  as  soon  as  others  can  be  supplied.  The  litte 
shells,  as  well  as  those  of  the  8-inch  guns  and  thirty-twos,  also  burst  prema- 
turely, and  I  have  been  obliged  to  drown  all  fuses  at  a  distance  exceeding  (^ 
thousand  yards. 

I  shall  proceed  with  caution  in  our  work  here,  being  fully  aware  of  our  «l*fr 
advantages.  If,  however,  any  dipaster  should  occur,  from  circumstances  berowl 
my  control,  I  have  ordered  the  two  iron-clad  gunboats  Cairo  and  Louisniln 
with  the  wooden  boats  Taylor  and  Lexington,  to  meet  at  Cairo,  or  as  for  d''*^ 
as  Columbus  and  even  Hickman,  to  prevent  the  rebel  gunboats  from  ascfti'liji^ 
the  river  beyond  Cairo,  which  place  is  now  so  nearly  overflowed  as  to  rendtt  u 
necessary  for  us  to  remove  all  our  ammunition, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag'Oficer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wblls, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

P.  S. — ^Were  we  able  even  to  shell  the  forces  out  of  their  fortifications,  thff 
would  reoccupy  as  we  passed  down  the  river,  as  we  have  leas  tlian  2.000  myi* 
to  take  possession.  A.  H-  ^- 
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Letter  Jrom  Greneral  Halleck  to  Flag- Officer  Foote. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

Sl  Louis,  March  21,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  just  received  jour  report  (without  date)  of  your  operations 
gainst  the  enemy's  batteries  in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10.  While  I  am 
Ttain  that  you  have  done  everything  that  could  be  done  successfully  to  reduce 
lese  works,  I  am  very  glad  that  vou  have  not  unnecessarily  exposed  your  gun- 
>atft.     If  they  had  been  disabled,  it  would  have  been  a  most  serious  loss  to  us 

I  the  future  operations  of  the  campaign ;  whereas  the  reduction  of  these  bat- 
Ties,  this  week  or  next,  is  a  matter  of  very  little  importance  indeed.     I  think 

rill  turn  out  in  the  end  that  it  is  much  better^fbr  us  that  they  are  not  reduced 

II  we  can  fiilly  cut  off  the  retreat  of  their  troops. 

Everything  is  now  progressing  well  on  the  Tennessee  river  toward  opening 
our  way  down  the  Mississippi.  The  reduction  of  these  works  is  only  a  ques- 
ou  of  time,  and  we  are  in  no  hurry  on  that  point.  Nothing  is  lost  by  a  little 
clay  there.  I  am  directing  all  my  attention  now  to  another  object,  and  when 
uu  is  accomplished  the  enemy  must  evacuate  or  surrender. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
,        Major  General  Commanding, 
Fkg-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Comma$iding  Naval  Forces^  ifc. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Cairo,  lUinoiSt  March  24,  1862. 

Mv  Bear  Commodore  :  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  mom- 
^  from  Captain  Dresser.     It  contains  important  information  relating  to  move- 
aents  of  the  enemy  down  the  river.    I  have  sent  General  Pope,  also  Colonel 
ittford,  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  K.  STRONG, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  Footb, 

On  the  Benton,  near  Island  No,  10. 


Cairo,  lUinois,  March  24,  1862. 

General:  I  left  Savannah,  Tennessee,  yesterday  morning,  and  whilp  at 
^mysviUe,  some  forty  miles  this  side  of  Savannah,  we  took  on  board  a  man  by 
lie  name  of  M.  A.  Clark,  formerly  of  Paducah,  Kentucky,  late  of  New  Orleans. 
^le  left  New  Orleans  a  week  ago  last  Thursday ;  I  gained  from  him  the  follow- 
^^^  statement :  Fort  Pillow  was  being  evacuated  when  he  was  at  Memphis  last 
^^ednesday ;  confederates  moving  a%  their  stores  from  Memphis  to  Corinth, 
rbe  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Pillow  were  lefk  under  water;  Beaure^ird  was  at  Jack- 
^a  on  Thursday  last ;  would  leave  with  his  troops  on  Friday  for  Corinth. 
Eleven  engines  and  two  hundred  cars  were  'taken  from  the  Mississippi  Central 
r^lroad  to  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  to  move  Johnson's  forces  from 
I^ecatnr  to  Corinth.  Confederates  are  building  thirteen  gunboats  at  New  Or- 
leans-^twelve  of  them  for  river  and  one  for  sea  service.    One — ^Murray's  boat— 
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carrioB  thirtj  gaoB,  would  be  ready  last  week,  and  balance  lluBweek;  wereui 
come  up  the  river  as  soon  as  finished ;  Bragg  and  Polk  were  at  GorintL 
V  eiy  .respectfuUj, 

JASPAR  M.  DBESSEB,  Captm. 
Brigadier  General  Strong, 

Commanding,  Cairo. 


Bbnton,  of  No.  10.  March  26, 1S62. 

Gbnbral  :  In  view  of  the  rebels  having,  as  is  reported,  thirteen  gimb«)ai^  t 
New  Orleans,  irrespective  of  fonr  or  five  below  New  Madrid  with  the  Maiia^-. 
or  ram,  at  Memphis,  I  respecjfully  suggest,  in  view  of  the  contingencj  of  thr 
passing  up  the  river,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a  river  battezy  pLrr< 
at  Columbus  which  would  sweep  the  river  below  that  point  Cairo,  ben^L  » 
almost  overflowed,  presents  a  less  defensible  position  than  Colnmbns. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c.. 


Major  General  W.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding,  St.  Louii,  Minouri. 


A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Oficff 


Flag-Stmambr  Bento>% 
Island  No.  10,  March  26, 1S61 

Sir  :  Yon  wUl  inform  the  commander  of  the  gunboats  Cwo,  Taylor,  jc 
Lezington,  not  to  be  caught  up  the  rivers  with  too  little  water  to  return  toCs- 
They,  of  course,  before  leaving,  will  consult  the  generals  with  whom  ibej  v'* 
co-operating.  As  it  is  reported,  on  the  authority  of  different  persons  from  \^ 
Orleans,  that  the  rebels  have  thirteen  gunboats  finished  and  ready  to  mv\<'  -. 
the  Mississippi,  besides  the  four  or  five  below  New  Madrid  and  the  Manassst,* 
ram,  at  Memphis,  the  boats  now  up  the  rivers  and  at  Columbus  or  Hickman  si  '<^  - 
be  ready  to  protect  Cairo  or  Columbus,  in  case  disaster  overtake  us  in  our  t!^ 
tilla.  ••••••••• 

Bespectfojly,  Sec, 

A-  H.  FOOTE,  Flag'Ofxr. 

Commander  Pbnnock,  Cairo,  Illinois. 


Unitbd  States  Flag-Stbambr  Bentox, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  AprU  2, 1S62. 

Last  night  an  armed  boat  expedition  was  fitted  out  from  the  squadron  and  li^' 
land  forces  at  this  point,  under  oommand  of  Colonel  Boberts,of  the  42d  If&s^^ 
regiment. 

The  five  boats  comprising  the  expedition  were  in  charge  of  Fiat  Ih^trr  J- 
Y.  Johnson,  of  the  8t  Louis,  assisted  by  Fourth  Master  G.  P.  Lord*  of  the  Deo* 
ton;  Fourth  Master  Pierce,  of  the  Cincinnati;  Fourth  Master  Nokso, of  ^' 
Pittsburg,  and  Master's  Mate  Scoville,g£  the  Mound  City,  each  with  a  \»^'' 
crew  of  ten  men  firom  thdr  respective  vessels,  carrying  in  all  one  hoadxed  otfQ 
exclusive  of  officers,  under  command  of  Colonel  Roberts. 

At  midnight  the  boats  reached  the  nnper  or  No.  1  fori,  and«  puQiBg  dii^'^) 
in  its  fac^  carried  it,  receiving  only  the  harmless  fire  of  two  sentinda»  vbon^ 
on  discha%mg  their  muskets,  while  the  r^beb  troops  in  the  vicini^  lapi^v^ 
treated ;  whereupon  Colonel  Roberts  apiked  the  aix  guns  mounted  in  ^^^^ 
and  retired  with  the  boats  uninjured. 
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The  conuDanding  officer  representa  all  under  his  command,  from  their  coolness 
ri  dotermination,  as  being  ready  to  perform  more  hazardous  service  had  it 
I'D  req  aired  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  object  of  the  expedition.  Endoaed  is  the 
>ort  of  Colonel  Boberta. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bet,  yerjr  respectfully,  &c.,  your  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTB,  Flag'Oficer. 
Hon*  GiOBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


On  board  Stbamer  DfEMPHiSr  April  2, 1862. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  evening,  at 
di'  past  five  o'clock,  I  took  conunand  of  an  expedition  designed  against  the 
be)  battery  No.  1,  on  the  Tennessee  shore.  My  force  consisted  of  five  boats 
niished  by  the  gunboats  Benton,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Pittsburg,  and  Mound 
ilY,  manned  by  crews  of  these  boats,  respectively,  and  transporting  a  detach- 
«-nt  of  fifty  men  from  company  A,  42d  legiment  Illinois  volunteers. 

My  first  endeavor  was  to  proceed  through  the  overflowed  woodland  on  the 
Kentucky  shore,  and  thus  escape  observation ;  this  proved  to  be  impracticable, 
I  well  l^Bcanse  of  the  fall  of  the  river  as  of  the  large  amount  of  drift  accumu- 
ited  among  the  trees.  We  then  dropped  down  to  the  first  mortar  boat  and  lay 
Y  nntjl  11  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  all  the  boats  were  got  under  way  and  proceeded, 
le  after  the  other,  keeping  close  under  the  shadow  of  the  shore.  The  Benton's 
(*at  led  until  the  outlines  of  battery  No.  1  were  well  defined,  when  the  order  of 
rtack,  the  su^estion  of  First  Master  J.  V.  Johnson,  was  taken  up  as  follows  : 
lie  boats  of  the  St.  Louis,  Benton,  and  Pittsburg  advanced  in  line,  the  Ben- 
)ti*^  boat  in  the  centre ;  the  remaining  boats  followed  a  few  yards  behind. 

We  approached  the  battery  with  muffled  oars,  in  such  silence  that  we  were 
^>»  than  ten  yards  distant  when  the  sentinels  at  the  guns  discovered  us.  They 
rit'd  out  in  great  surprise,  fired  twice  on  our  boats,  and  ran  away.  We  landed 
1  ^)od  order  and  witn  great  expedition ;  the  rear  boats  falling  to  the  right  and 
'it  of  the  centre  boat  of  the  advanced  line,  and  at  once  commenced  spiking  the 
ling.  lieutenant  Church,  with  twenty  men,  advanced  toward  the  supposed 
pIx'I  camp  to  anticipate  an  attack,  and,  at  the  same  time,  protect  the  men  en- 
Ujred  in  spiking  the  guns.    No  such  attack  was  made. 

The  work  was  done  with  perfect  coolness  on  the  part  of  our  men,  but  as 
apidly  as  possibly,  for  the  reoel  gunboat  Grampus  haa  taken  alarm  at  the  sen- 
inc-ls'  fire,  and  was  standing  toward  us.  I  did  not  go  on  board  to  return  until  I 
lad  first  personally  inspected  every  gun.  I  report,  sir,  that  every  gun  in  the 
mttery  except  one  (dismounted  and  lying  in  the  water)  was  spiked  by  our 
mrty.  I  believe  the  spiking  wUl  prove  effectual.  The  object  of  the  expedition 
^Ing  thus  accompUshed.  we  took  to  our  boats  and  returned  without  any  loss 
c  ha  lever. 

To  the  naval  officers  in  command  of  the  boats  great  mraise  is  doe  for  the  ad- 
nirable  manner  in  which  our  approach  was  conduetea.  The  officers  of  the 
leUchments  were  prompt  and  efficient,  whOe  the  men  of  both  land  forces  and 
narines,  by  their  implicit  obedience  of  orders,  have  proved  themselves  worthy 
>f  any  serriee  whatever.  The  kindness  of  Captain  rhelps,  of  the  Benton,  in 
pviiig  personal  attention  to  the  outfit  of  the  expedition,  is  kindly  remembered. 
I  anil  8ir«  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  ROBERTS. 
Cclonel  Commandmg  42d  B^gimeni  Ittinaii  VdtmUers. 
Fhig-Offieer  A.  H.  Footb. 


636       BEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  HAYT. 


^'j':. 


Cairo,  April  i,  I 

This  morning  the  Benton,  Gmcinnati,  abd  Pittsbnrg,  with  three  mortar  Wj 
opened,  and  continned  for  more  than  an  hour,  a  fire  on  the  rebels*  heavy  iim^ 
battery  at  Island  No.  10,  when  the  latter,  having  received  severd  sbeli^  f 
the  rifles  and  mortars,  cut  loose  from  her  moorings  and  drifted  down  die  riv^r  t« 
or  three  miles.  The  shells  were  thrown  from  the  flotilla  into  di£Fereot  foit?  ot  -i 
island  and  into  the  rebel  batteries  lining  the  Tennessee  shore.  The  retara  t 
produced  no  effect  on  the  squadron.  No  more  men  than  were  actoaI]7n€ct.''i^ 
to  man  the  batteries  were  visible. 


Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


A.  H.  FOOTE,  Fiag-Ofi^,  Sr- 


Flao-Stbambb  Benton. 
Of  Island  No.  10,  April  6,  l^^i 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  gunboat  Carocu 
ran  the  blockade  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  :•  ' 
seven  gnns,  and  reached  New  Madrid  safely,  without  even  receiving  a  rl 
Captain  Walke,  his  officers  and  crew,  merit  the  commendation  of  the  p'^^' 
ment  for  their  gallantry,  coolness,  and  general  conduction  this  ocea-^i"!^. 
would  especially  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  acting  ^t  n^^< 
Mr.  Hoef,  of  Cincinnati,  who  so  creditably  volunteered  his  services  to  ^  is  t 
Carondelet,  and  did  go  in  her,  although  he  was  attached  to  the  gunboat  i 
cinnati. 

I  enclose  a  correspondence,  or  a  copy  of  it,  between  Major  General  Vo[- 
New  Madrid,  and  myself,  in  relation  to  another  gunboat  attempting  to  ma  '^i 
blockade  for  his  relief  or  assistance. 

The  rebels  are  very  strongly  fortified  here,  and  seem  determined  to  do  all  > 
their  power  to  maintain  their  position.  I  trust,  however,  wlien  Genernl  F  i 
crosses  with  his  army  and  moves  upon  their  rear  that  we  shall  be  able,  bj  *■ 
attack  in  front,  to  carry  the  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Q^^' 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Unitbd  Statbs  Flao-Stbambr  Bbnton, 

Of  hland  No.  10,  March  30.  m- 

Sir  5  Ton  will  avail  yourself  of  the  first  fog  or  rainy  night,  and  drift  }■  •  I 
steamer  down  past  the  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore  and  Island  No.  10.  ^^■ 
you  reach  New  Madrid. 

I  assign  you  this  service,  as  it  is  vitally  important  to  the  captnre  w  ^^^ 
place  that  a  gunboat  should  soon  be  at  New^Mamid  for  the  purpo^  of  cov^^'  :> 
General  Pope's  armv  while  he  crossed  at  that  point  to  the  opposite  or  to  - 
Tennessee  side  of  the  river,  that  he  may  move  his  army  up  to  Island  N*-'  ^"' 
and  attack  the  rebels  in  rear  while  we  attack  them  in  front. 

Should  you  succeed  in  reaching  General  Pope,  you  will  freely  confr^ " '' 
him,  and  adopt  his  suggestions,  so  far  as  your  superior  knowledge  of  i^H^^^'" 
boat  will  perform  will  enable  you  to  do,  lor  the  purpose  of  protecting  ^  ^^'^'^ 
while  crossing  the  river. 
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ou  will  ako,  if  yon  have  coal,  and  the  current  of  the  river  will  permit,  eteam 
Lhe  river  when  the  armj  moves,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  tneir  fortifica- 
8.  Still  yon  will  act  cautiously  here,  as  your  own  will  be  the  only  boat 
>w. 

'oil  will  capture  or  destrey  the  rebel  steam  gunboat  Grampus,  and  the  trans- 
tft,  if  possible*  between  this  place  and  No.  10,  at  such  time  as  will  not  em- 
niif9  you  in  placing  yourself  in  communication  with  General  Pope,  at  the 
Iie«t  possible  time  after  leaving  this  place. 

>u  this  delicate  and  somewhat  hazardous  service  to  which  I  assign  you  I 
9t  enjoin  ^pon  you  the  importance  of  keeping  your  lights  secreted  in  the 
il  or  put  out,  keeping  your  officers  and  men  from  speaking  at  all  when  passing 
ibrta  above  a  whisper,  and  then  only  on  duty,  and  of  using  every  other  pre- 
tion  to  prevent  the  rebels  suspecting  that  you  are  dropping  below  their 
teries. 

;f  you  successfuUy  perform  this  duty  assigned  you,  which  you  so  willingly 
lt;rtake,  it  will  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  you  and  all  belonging  to  your 
f^el,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  government  will  fully  appreciate  and  reward 
1  for  a  service  which,  I  trust,  will  enable  the  aimy  to  cross  the  river  and 
ke  a  successful  attack  in  rear  while  we  storm  the  batteries  in  front  of  this 
txigbold  of  the  rebels.  • 

rjoQunending  you  and  all  who  compose  your  command  to  the  care  and  pro- 
turn  of  God,  who  rules  the  world  and  directs  all  things,  I  am,  respectfully, 
ur  obedient  servant, 

A-  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer. 
Commander  H.  Walkk, 

Commandifig  CarondeleL 

P.  S.^Should  you  meet  with  disaster,  you  will,  as  a  last  resort,  destroy  the 
'niQ  machinery,  and,  if  possible  to  escape,  set  fire  to  your  gunboat,  or  sink 
r,  and  prevent  her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

A.  H.  F. 


United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

OJ  Island  No,  10,  ApHl  4,  1862. 

General  :  The  gunboat  Oarondelet,  Commander  Walke,  left  her  anchorage 
u  evening,  at  10  o'clock,  in  a  heavy  thunder-storm,  for  the  purpose  of  running 
te  fire  of  the  batteries  on  Island  No.  10  and  those  lining  the  Tennessee  shore, 

join  your  forces  at  New  Madrid.  By  a  previous  concerted  signal  of  three 
iuute-guns,  twice  fired  at  intervals  of  five  minutes,  which  have  since  been 
i^ard,  as  near  as  the  heavy  thunder  would  enable  us  to  ascei*tain,  leads  me  to 
^pt>  that  the  blockade  has  been  run  successfully,  although  the  batteries  opened 
poo  her  with  forty-seven  guns  while  passing. 

1  am,  therefore,  so  exceedingly  anxious  to  hear  the  fate  of  the  noble  officers 
nd  men  who  so  readily  were  disposed  to  attempt  the  hazardous  service,  that  I 
f j?  you  will  immediately  inform  me  by  bearer  if  Commander  Walke  has  arrived 
ith  his  vessel,  and  the  condition  in  which  you  find  her  and  her  officers  and 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 
Major  Generftl  John  Pope, 

Commanding^  Army  at  New  Madrid,  Missouri. 
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Hbadquartbrs  District  op  thb  Missfssippi, 

New  Madrid,  AprU  5, 1861 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  has  just  been  received.  Captain  Walke  an:'. 
safely  with  tlie  Carondelet,  not  a  shot  haying  touched  her.  Officers  and  z. 
are  in  good  condition  for  service. 

I  requested  Colonel  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to  write  to  you  v. 
terday  in  relation  to  sending  another  one  of  the  gunboats,  and,  with  prr»t*«  ir 
respect,  I  venture  to  urge  you  still  further  on  the  subject.     I  have  not  a  dotibt  •• 
that  one  of  them  could  run  the  batteries  without  any  serious  injury.     Nor^  : 
standing  their  inferior  character,  the  enemy's  gunboats  pass  and  repass  our  I 
teries  in  the  ni^ht  without  injury. 

My  best  artulerists — officers  of  the  regular  army,  of  many  years*  experi^Tir'^ 
state  positively ^that  it  is  impossible,  in  the  night,  to  fire  with  any  kind  of  o  - 
tainty  the  large  ^ns  (32s)  of  our  batteries,  especially  at  a  moving  o^j-^: 
The  shot  fired  at  the  Carondelet  passed  200  feet  above  her. 

I  am  thus  urgent,  sir,  because  the  lives  of  thousands  of  men,  and  the  sucr^- 
of  our  operations,  hang  upon  your  decision.     With  the  two  boats  all  is  ^s^' 
with  one  it  is  uncertain.     The  lives  of  the  men  composing  this  army  are  in  l  j 
keeping,  and  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  omitting  any  steps  to  fortify  thi»  m-v- 
ment  against  any  accident  which  might  occasion  disaster  not  to  be  repaired. 

Certainly  the  risk  to  a  gunboat  running  down  in  the  night  is  not  nearlj  * 
great,  and  involves  no  such  consequences,  as  the  risk  to  ten  thousand  meu  i  r»^- 
ing  a  great  river  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

Ion  will  excuse  me,  I  am  sure,  if  I  seem  urgent.  A  sense  of  duty  inpt  .1 
me  to  present  the  facts  as  forcibly  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  POPE, 
Major  General  Commanding 

Fbg'Officer  A.  H.  Foots,      . 

Cammauding  Misiissippi  Flotilla. 


Flao>Stbambr  Bbnton, 
Of  Island  No.  10,  April  6,  ISCl 

General  :  Tour  letter  of  this  day's  date,  announcing  the  safe  arrival  of  tb" 
Carondelet  at  New  Madrid,  was  received  at  8  o'clock  Mb  evening.  The  v'^ 
gram  of  Assistant  Secretary  Scott  reached  me  a  few  minutes  later. 

Colonel  Bissel,  who  has  charge  of  the  steamers  and  baigea  now  b  tlA 
slough,  em  ramie  to  New  Madrid,  has  requested  thai  two  togs,  even,  migiit  > 
sent  to  you,  which  would,  with  arrangements  he  could  mi2Ee»  enable  too  t>; 
transport  your  forces  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  in  case  it  was  wfm^ 
inexpedient  to  send  a  gunboat  for  that  purpose.    Ton,  yourselC  in  a  late  kur. 
apply  for  a  gunboat,  our  smallest  gunboat,  even,  ^r  that  porpose.    I  coqI<1  Itr' 
night,  had  you  made  a  point  of  having  two  gunboats,  sent  them  with  companf^^'^ 
safety,  as  the  night  was*  dark,  while  the  vivid  lightning  enabled  the  pilots  tok^-^^ 
the  channd.    Again,  it  is  now  too  late  to  obtain  the  hay  and  other  ntce^scf 
articles  for  the  protection  of  the  gunboat  to-night,  to  say  nodiiag  of  tbe  cl<  ^^ 
atmosphere,  rendering  a  boat  as  visible*  or  as  good  an  ol^ect  to  sght,  a^  'w}^'^\ 
daytime.     For  these  reasons  I  cannot,  neither  does  a  single  navy  officer,  ini\,  I 
presume,  not  a  pilot,  in  the  squadron,  consider  thai  a  gunboat  oouM  mo  '-'' 
blockade  to-night  without  an  almost  certainty  of  its  being  sunk  in  th«  attnnr* 
especially  if  the  guns  were  served  with  any  degree  of  slall  or  aibittty  wbtf^''' 
^  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  exraession  in  your  letter,  "  The  sueoasa  of  oor  op  na- 
tions hangs  np  your  (my)  decision,"  especially  re&rring  to  my  directing  »  p^' 
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^» 

It  to  attempt  ranning  the  blockade  in  this  clear  night ;  for,  in  my  judgment, 
i  that  of  all  the  other  officers,  the  boat  mi^t  as  well  expect  to  run  it  in  the 
rtime.  I  cannot  consider  the  running  of  your  blockade,  where  the  river  is 
irlj  a  mile  wide,  and  onlj  exposed  to  a  few  light  guns,'  at  all  comparable  to 
uiing  it  here,  where  a  boat  has  not  only  to  pass  seven  batteries,  but  has  to 
kept  ••  head  on"  to  a  battery  of  eleven  heavy  guns  at  the  head  of  Island  No. 
.  and  to  pass  within  300  yards  of  this  strong  battery.  If  it  did  not  sink  the 
Liboat,  "we  would,  in  the  navy,  consider  the  gunners  totally  unfit  for  employ- 
nt  in  the  service ;  and,  therefore,  my  responsibility  for  the  lives  of  the  offi- 
re  and  men  under  my  charge  induces  me  to  decline  a  request  which  would, 
[MHMally  without  protection  to  the  boat,  were  the  rebels  at  all  competent  to 
rform  their  duty,  result  in  the  sacrifice  of  the  boat,  her  officers,  and  men, 
lich  sacrifice  I  should  not  be  justified  in  making— certainly  not  now,  when,  by 
far  own  admission,  it  will  be  easy  for  the  new  rebel  steamers,  reported  to  be  on 
eir  way  up  the  river,  to  pass  your  batteries  in  the  night,  and  if  they  meet  my 
uadron,  reduced  by  loss,  so  as  to  be  unable  to  cope  with  them,  can  continue 
)  the  Misftissippi  or  Ohio  to  St.  Louis  or  to  Cincinnati. 
In  view,  however,  of  rendering  you  all  the  aid  you  request,  and  no  doubt 
quire,  while  I  regret  that  you  had  not  earlier  expressed  the  apprehension  of 
c  neceMity  of  two  gunboats,  instead  of  the  smaller  gunboat,  I  will,  to-morrow, 
ideavor  to  prepare  another  boat ;  and  if  the  night  is  such  as  will  render  her 
inning  the  olockade  without  serious  disaster  at  all  probable,  I  will  make 
le  attempt  to  send  you  the  additional  boat  requested  in  your  letter  of  this 
dy*»  date. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag' Officer  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Uajor  General  John  Popb, 

Comsnamding  Asmky  alt  New  Madrid* 


Unitbd  States  Flao-Stbamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  AprU  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  several  letters  and  papers  referring  to  our 
ictioQ  here  within  the  last  three  or  four  days. 

By  dpiking  the  rebel  guns  ia  one  fort,  and  compelling  the  floating  battery  to 
^ut  adrift  from  her  moorings  on  the  following  day  from  our  effective  fire  upon 
^'T,  these  have  enabled  the  Garondelet»  Commander  Walke,  to  run,  as  I  hope, 
raccessiully  the  blockade,  and  join  General  Pope  at  New  Madrid,  who  has  been 
Q^png  me  to  send  him  one  or  two  gunboats  to  cover  his  troops  while  he  lands 
io  ibrce  to  attack  them  in  front.  While  the  Oarondelet  was  running  the  block- 
<<ie  iA8t  night  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  thunder  storm,  the  batterie«  opened  upon 
W  with  forty Hseven  guns.  Still,  as  the  preconeerted  sisnal  with  that  vessel  of 
firing  tainute  guns  was  made  as  far  as  the  heavy  thunder  Wj^old  enable  us  to 
^^v,  I  trust  that  she  is  now  safely  at  New  Madrid. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A,  H.  FOOTE,  Flag^Ofieer. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secrttary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 
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[Telegrama.] 

Stbambr  Benton, 
Off  hland  No.  10,  April  7.  1862. 

Two  officers  have  this  instant  boarded  us  firom  Island  No.  10, stating  thatJ.j 
order  of  their  commanding  officer,  thej  are  ordered  to  surrender  IsUnd  No.  )  '■ 
to  the  commodore  commanding  the  gunboats.  As  these  officers  know  noiLi  .* 
of  the  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore,  I  have  sent  Captain  Phelps  to  ascert;ii^ 
something  definite  on  the  subject.  I  will  telegraph  when  further  informadoD  b 
received. 

With  General  Pope  now  advancing  from  New  Madrid  in  strong  force  to  attsck 
in  rear,  I  am,  with  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  readj  to  attack  in  front,  whiln 
General  Buford  here  is  readj  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces.  But  it  eeeof 
as  if  the  place  is  to  be  surrendered  without  further  defence. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Fldg-Officer  Commanding  Naval  Forces f  Western  Waten, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Stbambh  Bbnton, 
Of  Island  No.  10,  April  8—1  a.  wl 

My  telegram,  three  hours  since,  informed  the  department  that  Island  No.  1) 
had  surrendered  to  the  gunboats.  Captain  Phelps  has  this  instant  retnmK. 
after  having  had  an  interview  with  the  late  commandant.  I  have  reqne^Ft^l 
General  Bi^ord,  conmianding  the  troops,  to  proceed  immediately,  in  compinj 
with  two  of  the  gunboats,  and  take  possession  of  the  island.  The  batteries  •  a 
the  Tennessee  shore  have  been  hastily  evacuated,  where  we  shall  find,  no  doubt 
in  the  morning,  large  quantities  of  munitions  of  war. 

I  communicate  with  General  Pope,  wh«  has,  under  cover  of  the  two  gnnWu 
which  gallantly  ran  the  blockade  in  the  thunder  storm,  crossed  the  river  in  (oto\ 
and  was  ready,  as  well  as  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  with  General  Boford  a&J 
bis  troops,  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack  upon  the  rebels,  had  they  not  »c 
hastily  evacuated  the  Tennessee  shore  and  surrendered  Island  No.  10. 

A  full  report  wiU  be  made  as  soon  as  we  can  obtain  possession  of  the  Un^ 
batteries  and  I  am  able  to  communicate  with  General  Pope. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag'OJlear,  Ac. 

Hon.  GfDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 


[Telegram,  yla  Oairo.] 

Flag-Stbambr  BbiVton, 
Off  hland  No.  10,  Apnl  8, 1862. 

This  morning  at  2  o'clock,  in  a  heavy  thunder  storm,  the  g^boat  Fittsbui^. 
lieutenant  Commanding  Thompson,  ran  the  blockade,  under  fire  of  seTeotv* 
three  guns,  and  hasprobably  reached  New  Madrid,  and  is  now  with  the  Caroo- 
delet.  Commodore  Walke,  as  reports  of  heavy  guns  are  heard  opening  upoo  tbi* 
rebel  batteries  on  the  opposite  shore,  to  destroy  them,  that  Greneral  Pope,  with 
his  army,  may  land  on  the  Tennessee  side,  preparatory  to  moving  to  attsck  th» 
rear  of  the  rebels  at  this  place  while  we  attack  them  in  front* 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag'Oficer,  CommaMding. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washinftonf  D.,  C^ 
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Flao-Stbambr  Bbnton, 

Island  No.  10,  April  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  my  report  to  the 
^(>artment  of  the  surrender  of  Island  No.  10. 

I  alfto  send  a  copy  of  the  rebel  navy  signals.  Commander  Kilty,  of  the  gun- 
>at  Mound  City,  captured  the  signal-book,  signals,  and  telegraphic  dictionary. 
s  we  shall  probably  meet  the  rebel  gunboats,  I  retain  the  signal-book,  which 

almost  a  copy  from  ours.  I  will  soon  send  the  drawings  and  plans  of  the 
*l('bratcd  floating  battery,  which  lies  submerged  between  here  and  New  Madrid. 
Gfiicral  Pope  is  now  with  me,  and  reports  that  he  has  captured  6,000  prisoners, 
eluding  three  generals.  He  wishes  to  move  an  army  of  25,000  men  down 
te  river,  but  aa  time  is  important,  and  I  am  ready  to  move  with  the  flotilla,  I 
ive  asked  him  to  send  some  3,000  or  5,000  with  us,  by  which  I  hope  to  move 
1  Fort  Pillow  by  day  after  to-morrow..  It  is  important  that  an  early  move 
iould  be  made  on  our  part  on  Fort  Pillow,  before  tne  rebels  recover  from  their 
iinic,  and  then  we  are  on  to  Memphis. 

I  write  in  the  greatest  haste,  and  trust  that  this  incoherent  report  will  be 
loused. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag- Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag-Ship  BBNToif, 
Island  No.  10,  April  8,  1862,  (via  Cairo.) 

I  have  the.  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  I  sent  the  telegram  last 
i^Lt,  announcing  the  surrender  to  me  of  Island  No.  10,  possession  has  been 
aken  of  both  the  island  and  the  works  upon  the  Tennessee  shore  by  the  gnn- 
M>atH  and  the  troops  under  command  of  General  Buford.  Seventeen  officers 
nd  three  hundred  and  sixty -eight  privates,  besides  one  hundred  of  their  sick 
nd  one  hundred  men  employed  on  board  the  transports,  are  in  our  hands,  uncon- 
litional  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  caused  a  hasty  examination  to  be  made  of  the  forts,  batteries,  and  mu- 
iiti<mB  of  war  captured.  There  are  eleven  earthworks,  with  seventy  heavy 
annon,  varying  in  calibre  from  32  to  100-pounders,  rifled.  The  magazines  are 
^oll  supplied  with  powder,  and  there  are  large  quantities  of  shot,  shells,  and 
'thor  munitions  of  war,  and  also  great  qt^antities  of  provisions.  Four  steamers 
ifloat  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  and  two  others,  with  the  rebel  gunboat  Gram- 
me, arc  sunk,  but  will  be  easily  raised.  The  floating  battery  of  sixteen  heavy 
runs,  turned  adrift  by  the  rebels,  is  said  to  be  lying  on  the  Missouri  shore  below 
S'f'w  Madrid.  Two  wharf  boats,  loaded  with  provisions,  are  also  in  our  posses- 
iott. 

The  enemy  upon  the  main  land  appears  to  have  fled  with  great  precipitation 
itW  dark  last  night,  leaving  in  many  cases,  half-prepared  meals  in  their  quarters ; 
knd  there  seems  to  have  been  no  concert  of  action  between  the  rebels  upon  the 
-••land  and  those  occupying  the  shore,  but  the  latter  fled,  leaving  the  former  to 
In^ir  fate.  These  works,  erected  with  the  highest  engineering  skill,  are  of  great 
'tn^nj^h,  and,  with  their  natural  advantages,  would  have  been  impregnable  if 
i(  fr-ndcd  by  men  fighting  in  a  better  cause. 

A  combined  attack  of  the  naval  and  land  forces  would  have  taken  place  this 
ifcemoon  or  to-morrow  morning  had  not  the  rebels  abandoned  this  stronghold, 
rg  mature  these  plans  of  attack  absolutely  required  the  last  twenty-three  daya 
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of  preparation.  Cr«neral  Pope  is  momentarilj  expected  to  arriye  with  his  azmj 
at  this  point,  he  having  saccessfdllj  crossed  the  river  yesterday,  under  a  heavy 
fire,  which,  no  donbt,  led  to  the  hastj  abandonment  of  the  works  last  ni^t.  I 
am  unofficially  informed  that  the  two  gunboats  which  so  gallantly  nm  the  fire  of 
the  rebel  batteries  a  few  nights  since  yesterday  attacked  and  reduced  a  ion  ul 
the  enemy  opposite,  mountmg  eight  heavy  guns. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  order  of  Greneral  Mackall  on  assoming  com- 
mand of  the  rebel  forces  on  the  5th  instaAt : 

"  Hbadquartbrs  Madrid  Bend,  April  5, 1862. 

**  Soldiers  :  We  are  strangers,  commander  and  commanded,  each  to  the  other. 
Let  me  tell  you  who  I  am.  I  am  a  general  made  by  Beaur^aid ;  a  gesenL 
selected  by  Beauregard  and  Bragg  for  this  command  when  they  knew  it  was  m 
peril.  They  have  known  me  for  twenty  years ;  together  we  have  stood  on  die 
fields  of  Mexico.  Give  them  you  confidence  now ;  give  it  to  me  when  I  harp 
earned  it. 

*'  Soldiers,  the  Mississippi  valley  is  intrusted  to  your  courqge,  to  your  disci- 
pline, to  your  patience.  Exhibit  the  vigilance  and  coolness  of  last  night,  and 
hold  it 

"W.  D.  MACKALL, 
"  Brigadier  General  Commandi»gr 

I  regret  that  the  painful  condition  of  my  foot,  still  requiring  me  to  use  crutcli«9. 
prevented  me  from  making  a  personal  examination  of  the  works.  I  was  there- 
fore compelled  to  delegate  that  duty  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L  Phelpe. 
of  the  flag-ship  Benton. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer 
Cammanding  Naval  FarceSf  Western  WaUrt, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Engagement  of  the  Carondelet  and  Pittsburg  with  the  enemy  in  the  vidnitii  of 

New.  Madrid,  April  6,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Mand  No,  10,  April  11,  1S61 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Commander  Walke,  of  tiie 

Eunboat  Carondelet,  detailing  the  services  rendered  by  him,  and  the  Pittsboi^. 
ieutenant  Commanding  Thompson,  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Madrid*  from  whicii 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  boats  opened  upon  and  effectually  silenced  and  captor^ 
several  heavy  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  side  of  the  river,  on  the  6th  and  "tth 
instant,  without  which  destruction  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  Getoeral 
Pope  to  have  crossed  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  rebels  in  the  tut 
at  No.  10,  while  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  would  make  the  attack  in  front 

There  has  been  an  effective  and  harmonious  co-operation  between  the  Ijuid 
and  naval  forces,  which  has,  under  Providence,  led  to  the  glorious  result  of  the 
£eJ1  of  this  stronghold.  No.  10,  with  the  garrison  and  muuiUtions  of  war,  and  I 
regret  to  see  in  the  despatches  of  Major  General  Halleck,  from  St.  Louis,  do 
reference  is  made  to  the  capture  of  forts,  and  the  continuous  shelling  of  gun  and 
mortar  boats,  and  the  navy's  receiving  the  surrender  of  No.  10,  when,  b  reaiitr* 
it  should  be  recorded  as  an  historical  fact  that  both  services  equally  contriboted 
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o  the  victoiy— a  bloodless  victory — more  creditable  to  humanity  tban  if  thous^ 
Lodfl  had  been  slain. 

I  also  enclose  reports  from  Lientanants  Commanding  Gwin  and  Shirk,  of  the 
rnnboats  Xy^cr  and  Lexington,  in  the  Tennessee,  giving  a  graphic  acconnt  of 
hat  great  battle,  and  the  assistance  rendered  by  these  boats  near  Pittsburg ; 
bating  that  "  when  the  left  wing  of  our  army  was  being  driven  into  the  river, 
it  short  range,  they  opened  fire  upon  them,  silencing  the  enemy,  aixd,  as  I  hear 
Tom  many  army  officers  on  the  field,  totally  demoralizing  his  forces,  and  driving 
ihem  from  their  position  in  a  perfect  routf  in  the  space  of  ten  minutes." 

These  officers  and  men,  as  well  as  those  of  Commander  Walke,  and  the  offi' 
cers  and  men  of  the  Carondelet  and  Pittsburg,  behaved  with  a  degree  of  gal- 
lantry highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  the  navy. 

I  proceed  to-day,  with  the  entire  flotilla,  to  New  Madrid,  and  leave  to-morrow 
br  Fort  Pillow,  or  the  next  point  down  the  river  which  may  attempt  to  resist 
the  raising  of  the  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer. 

Hon.  OiOBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy 9  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Of  Tiptonvilhy  Tenn.,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General  Pope,  1  received  on 
board  General  Grainger  and  staff  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  and  pro- 
ceeded down  the  Mississippi  river  opposite  to  this  place,  making  an  extensive 
reconnoissance. 

On  our  way  down  we  exchanged  a  few  shots  with  some  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries on  the  Tennessee  side,  and  on  our  way  back  we  attacked  one  of  two  seige 
guns,  28-pounder8,  which  had  engaged  us.  We  disabled  and  spiked  these  guns 
without  receiving  any  injury.  'Vhe  remainder  of  the  enemy's  batteries  fired 
upon  us  on  our  way  to  New  Madrid,  as  long  as  we  were  within  range. 

After  my  return  to  New  Madrid  General  Pope  informed  me  of  your  intention 
to  Bend  another  gunboat,  and  requested  that  I  should  go  down  the  river  and 
destroy  the  remaining  rebel  batteries  above  Point  Pleasant. 

At  dawn  the  following  morning,  and  after  a  given  signal,  he  would  land  hia 
anny  and  attack  that  of  the  enemy  at  or  near  Island  No.  10.  The  Pittsburg 
did  not  arrive  until  5  o'clock  in  the  morning;  but,  as  the  transports,  (one  at  least,) 
without  troops  on  board,  were  imder  way,  going  down,  I  got  under  way  at  6.30» 
(having  ordered  Commander  Thompson  verbidly,  and  by  signal,  to  follow  my 
motions,)  and  proceeded  down  to  the  enemy's  lower  and  heaviest  battery,  con- 
sistmg  of  one  64-pound  gun  and  two  64-pound  seige  howitzers.  We  opened  a 
constant,  deliberate,  and  well-directed  fire  upon  it  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
feebly  assisted  by  our  batteries  on  shore,  when  the  enemy  slackened  his  fire. 
A  shot  passed  through  our  fourth  cutter  and  starboard  quarter,  cutting  away  the 
eheave  of  our  wheel-rope,  striking  our  stern-gun,  and  bounding  over  our  stem. 
About  thb  time  the  Pittsburg  commenced  firing  at  long  range,  as  she  came 
down.  As  soon  as  our  steering  gear  was  repaired,  I  gradually  closed  on  the 
enemy,  firing  a  shot  now  and  then,  (the  Pittsburg,  at  a  distance  astern,  throwing 
shell  in  a  dangerous  position  across  our  bow,)  until  the  fort  was  deserted  by  the 
^emy.  I  spiked  and  disabled  the  guns  of  this  fort,  and  I  then  proceeded  up 
300  yards  nirther,  and  found  a  64-pounder  seige  howitzer  dismounted ;  300 
yards  further  on  I  spiked  another  64-pounder  seige  howitzer,  and  480  yards 
fnrtber  we  found  a  fine  64-pound  gun  on  a  pivot,  spiked,  and  being  deserted  by 
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the  enemy,  who  Bet  fire  to  a  private  residenee  there,  and  upon  whom  we  fired  w 
they  ran  off.  A  large  Quantity  of  ammunition  was  left  by  them  at  each  fon. 
I  then  made  the  required  signal,  crossed  over  to  our  army,  received  farther  in- 
structions from  General  Pope,  and  covered  their  disembarkment  on  the  Tenue»4^ 
shore,  at  the  captured  fort,  above  Point  Pleasant.  At  evening  we  steamed  dowu 
to  our  camp  opposite  the  enemy's  fort  at  this  place,  and  headed  the  gunboat?  for 
the  enemy's  battery  until  early  this  morning,  when  we  got  under  way  and 
crossed  over  to  Tipton ville,  the  enemy  having  disappeared. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel,  during  the  trials  and  dangers  of  thrir 
battles,  conducted  themselves  with  admirable  coolness  and  ability ;  to  do  jva- 
tice  to  many  of  whom  will  require  a  more  special  letter. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE. 
(Jommander^  (L  S.  N. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters, 


UwrTED  States  Gcnboat  Tvlbr, 

Pittsburg,  Tennessee,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the^  enemy  attacked  our  Iine«  on 
the  left  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  at  6.30,  and,  by  his  overwhelming  nam* 
bers,  forced  our  men  to  fall  back  in  some  confusion.  At  9.25,  finding  that  tbe 
rebels  were  still  driving  our  left  wing  back,  I  steamed  up  to  a  point  one  mik 
above  Pittsburg,  taking  a  good  position  to  support  our  troops,  should  they  be 
forced  down  to  the  banks  of  the  river.  At  10.15  the  Lexington,  Lieutciumt 
Commanding  Shirk,  joined  me,  having  come  up  from  Crump's  Landing.  After 
a  short  time  she  returned,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  command  of  GeDoral 
Wallace,  which  occupied  that  point. 

Not  having  received  any  instructions  from  tke  commanding  general  in  reganl 
to  the  service  to  be  rendered  by  the  gunboats,  I  awaited  ^em  patiently,  although, 
for  an  hour  or  more,  shot  and  shell  were  falling  all  around  us.  Feeling  tbat. 
could  some  system  of  communication  be  established,  the  Tyler  might  be  of 
great  advantage  to  our  left  wing,  at  1  25  p.  m.  I  sent  an  officer,  requesting  that 
I  might  be  allowed  to  open  on  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  batteries  and 
advancing  forces  of  the  enemy.  General  Hurlburt,  who  con^anded  on  our  leA, 
«ent  me  word  to  do  so,  giving  me  directions  how  to  fire  that  I  might  do  it  widi 
no  danger  to  our  troops,  and  expressing  himself  gratcfiil  for  this  offer  of  support. 
«aying  that  without  reinforcements  he  would  not  be  able  to  maintain  the  posi- 
tion he  then  occupied  for  an  hour.  Therefore,  at  2.50,  I  opened  fire  in  the  lin^ 
directed,  with  good  effect,  silencing  tfieir  battery  on  our  left;  at  3.50  ceased 
£ring,  and  dropped  down  opposite  the  landing  at  Pittsburg. 

Sent  Mr.  Peters,  gttnner,  on  shore,  to  communicate  with  General  Grant  i^r 
further  instructions.  His  response  was,  to  use  my  own  judgment  in  the  matter. 
At  4  p.  m.  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  naving  arrived  fwm 
Crump's  Landing,  the  Tyler,  in  company  with  the  Lexington,  t<»ok  poaitioo 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  above  Pittsburg,*  and  opened  a  heavy  fire  in  tfae  direc- 
tion of  the  rebel  batteries  on  their  right,  the  missiles  from  which  were  falling  all 
around  us.  We  silenced  them  in  thirty  minutes.  At  5.30,  tlie  rebels  kanng 
succeeded  in  gaining  a  position  on  our  left,  an  eighth  of  a  mile  above  the  lan^o^ 
at  Pittsburg  and  half  a  mile  from  the  river,  both  vessels  opened  a  hc>avy  and 
well-directed  fire  on  them,  and  in  a  short  time,  in  conjunction  with  our  artillciT 
on  shore,  succeeded  in  silencing  their  artillery,  driving  them  back  in  confiisioiL 
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At  6  p.  m.  the  Tyler  opened  deliberate  fire  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's 
right  wing,  throwing  5"  and  10"  shell;  at  6.25  ceased  firing. 

At  9  p.  m.  the  Tyler  again  opened  fire,  by  direction  of  General  Nelson,  (who 
greatly  distinguished  himself  in  yesterday's  engagement,)  throwing  6",  10",  and 
15"  shell  and  an  occasional  shrapnel  from  the  howitzer,  at  intervals  of  ten  min- 
utes, in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  right  wing,  until  1  a.  m.,  when  the  Lexing- 
ton relieved  us,  and  continued  the  fire  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes,  till  5  a.  m., 
when,  our  land  forces  Jiaving  attacked  the  enemy,  forcing  them  gradually  back, 
it  made  it  dangerous  for  the  gunboats  to  fire. 

At  7  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Grant — enclosed  is  a  copy — 
which  prevented  the  gunboats  taking  an  active  part  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
day.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shine  deserves  the  highest  praise  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  the  battery  of  the  Lexington  was  senred.  At  5.35  p.  m.  the 
enemy  were  forced  to  retreat  in  haste,  having  contested  every  inch  of  ground 
with  great  stubbornness  during  the  entire  day.  i 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  displayed  their  usual  gallantry  and  en- 
thusiasm during  the  entire  day  and  night.  Your  "  old  wooden  boats,"  I  feel 
confident,  rendered  invaluable  service,  on  the  6th  instant,  to  the  land  forces. 
Gunner  Herman  Peters  deserves  great  credit  for  the  prompt  and  courageous 
manner  in  which  he  traversed  our  lines,  conveying  communications  from  this 
vessel  to  the  commanding  general.  9 

The  rebels  had  a  force  of  100,000  men.  A.  S.  Johnson,  (killed,  body  found 
on  the  field,)  Beauregard,  Hardee,  Bragg,  and  Polk  being  their  commanding 
generals.  Governor  Johnson,  provisional  governor  of  Kentucky,  is  a  prisoner 
in  our  hands,  mortally  wounded.  Loss  severe  on  both  sides;  ours  probably 
10,000 ;  the  rebels  suffered  a  much  greater  one.  I  think  this  has  been  a  crush- 
ing blow  to  the  rebellion.  * 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred  on  either  of  the  gunboats. 

The  Tyler  expended  188  shell,  four  solid  shot,  two  stand  of  grape,  and  six 
shrapnel.    Enclosed  I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's  report. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

•       WM.  GWIN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Division  of  Gunboats  on  Tennessee  River. 

Plag-Officer  A.  H.  Footb, 

Comm<inding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 


United  States  Gunboat  Lexington, 

Pittsburgh  Tennessee,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  while  lying  at  Crump's  Landing,  I 
teard  severe  cannonading  in  the  direction  of  Pittsburg.  I  got  under  way,  and 
stood  up  the  river  to  communicate  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin,  of  the 
Tylw. 

Upon  my  reaching  this  place  I  found  that  an  attacl^  had  been  made  by  the 
rebels  in  force.  I  returned  to  Crump's  to  support  the  division  under  command 
of  General  Lew  Wallace,  when  I  found  that  his  division  had  proceeded  to  join 
the  main  force,  back  of  Pittsburg  Landing.  • 

I  then  steamed  back  to  this  place,  and  no  instructions  reaching  the  gunboats 
from  the  commanding  general  on  shore,  we  were  forced  to  remain  inactive  hearers 
of  the  desperate  fight,  until  the  left  wing  of  our  forces  having  been  forced  back 
and  completely  turned,  and  the  rebels  getting  so  near  tlie  river  that  the  missiles 
from  their  batteries  fell  thick  and  fast  over  and  around  us,  enabled  us  to  use  our 
gwat  guns  with  such  effect  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  silenced  in  thirty 
Qunutes. 
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This  was  between  4.10  and  4.40  p.  m.     Again,  at  5.35,  the  enemy  baTm^ 

gained  a  position  on  the  left  of  our  lines,  within  an  eighth  of  a  mue  of  tkf 
inding  and  of  the  transports,  we  again,  with  the  Tyler,  opened  fire  upon  th^nc. 
silencing  the  enemy,  and,  as  I  hear  from  many  army  officers  on  the  field,  totallj 
demoralizing  his  forces,  and  driving  them  from  their  position,  in  a  perfect  rout 
tJi  the  space  often  minutes. 

The  firing  on  the  part  of  the  land  forces  then  ceased.  At  eight  o'clock  I 
went  down  to  Cramp's  Landing,  and  finding  that  everything  was  quiet  thnf 
returned  to  this  place. 

At  1  a.  m.  on  the  7th  I  relieved  the  Tyler,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwiii« 
in  a  position  inmiediately  above  the  landing,  and  fired,  until  daylight,  a  shell 
every  fifteen  minntes  into  the  enemy's  camp. 

Yesterday,  at  daylight,  the  fight  recommenced  between  the  two  parfcie«  on 
shore,  and  continued  until  5  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  made  a  hurried  retreat. 

The  gunboats  occupying  a  position  on  the  left  of  our  lines  not  being  alloired 
to  fire,  I  spent  the  morning  and  part  of  the  afternoon  in  acts  of  mercy ;  pickio;' 
up  the  wounded  who  had  found  their  way  to  the  river,  and  conveying  thfsn  to 
the  hospital  boats. 

I  must  say  that  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  vfaom 
I  have  the  honor  to  command,  displayed  upon  this  occasion,  as  often  before  are 
beyond  all  praise.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK. 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foots, 

United  States  Navy,  Commanding  United  States 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  Cairo,  llUnois, 


Thanks  of  the  department  to  certain  officers. 

Navy  Department,  April  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  department  desires  you  to  convey  to  Commander  Henry  Walke  anu 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Carondelet,  also  to  Acting  First  Master  Hoel,  of  ik 
Cincinnati,  who  volunteered  for  the  occasion,  its  thanks  for  the  gallant  and  enc- 
cessful  service  rendered  in  running  the  Carondelet  past  the  rebel  batteries  on  tk 
night  of  the  4th  instant.  It  was  a  daring  and  heroic  act,  well  executed,  au^ 
deserving  of  special  recognition. 

Commendation  is  also  to  be  extended  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Pittsbai]^. 
who,  in  like  manner,  on  the  night  of  the  7th  instant  performed  a  similar  service. 
These  fearless  acts  dismayed  the  enemy,  enabled  the  army  under  Greneral  Pop* 
to  cross  the  Mississippi  and  eventuated  in  the  surrender  to  yourself  of  Island  No 
10,  and  finally  in  the  capture,  by  General  Pope,  of  the  forts  on  the  Tennessee 
shore,  and  the  retreating  rebels  under  Gfencral  Mackall. 

I  would  also,  in  this  connexion,  render  the  acknowledgments  which  are  JQ«tiT 
due  the  officers  and  crews  of  the.  several  boats  who,  in  conjunction  with  ad^ 
tachment  of  the  forty-second  Illinois  regiment,  under  Colonel  Roberts,  captum) 
the  first  rebel  battery  and  spiked  the  guns  on  Island  No.  10  on  the  night  of  tlte 
1st  instant.  Such  services  are  duly  appreciated  by  the  department,  whieh  ex- 
tends its  thanks  to  all  who  participated  in  the  achievement. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Footb, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Fi4>tiUa,  4v.,  Cairo,  lUimois. 
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J^estruciion  of  treHl&'Work  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad. 

United  States  GUxNboat  Tyler, 

Pittsburg,  Tennessee,  April  14,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Tyler  and  Lexington  convoyed  two 
j-ansports,  containing  two  thousand  troops,  infantry  and  cavahry,  under  the  com- 
nand  of  General  Sherman,  to  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  where  they  disembarked 
ind  proceeded  rapidly  to  Bear  Creek  bridge,  the  crossing  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  raihroad,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it  and  as  much  of  the  trestle- 
irork  as  they  could  find. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  expedition  was  entirely  successful.  The  bridge, 
i^msisting  of  two  spans,  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  each,  was  completely  destroyed, 
[i.  e.,  the  ftuperstmcture,)  together  with  some  five  hundred  feet  of  trestle-work  and 
iudf  a  mile  of  telegraph  line. 

The  rebels  made  a  feeble  resistance  to  our  cavalry,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
in  number,  but  soon  made  a  hasty  retreat,  losing  four  killed  ;  our  loss,  none. 

I  regret  to  state  that,  in  firing  a  salute  on  the  12th,  John  D.  Seymour,  boat- 
swain's mate,  was  so  much  injured  by  the  premature  discharge  of  a  gun  as  to 
cause  hia  death  yesterday  morning. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  and  those  under  your  command,  on  your  great 
success  at  Island  No.  10.  Enclosed  I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  &c„ 

WILLIAM  GWIN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Division  of  Gunboats  on  Tennessee  River. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Western  Waters. 


Flag' Officer  Foote  reports  having  gone  to  New  Madrid  from  Island  No.  10. 

Flao-Steambr  Benton, 

Off  Fort  Pillow,  April  14,  1862.  v 

8lR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  11th  instant  I  proceeded  with  the 
flotilla  frtfb  Island  No.  10  to  New  Madrid,  and  left  that  place  with  all  our  force 
on  the  12th  instant,  and  anchored  the  same  evening  near  and  just  below  the 
Arkansas  line,  fifty  miles  distant  from  New  Madrid. 

Early  in  the  morning  General  Pope,  with  transports  conveying  his  army  of 
twenty  thousand  men,  arrived  from  New  Madrid.  At  8  o'clock  five  rebel  gun- 
uoaU  rounded  the  point  below  us,  when  the  gunboats,  the  Benton  in  advance, 
immediately  got  under  way  and  proceeded  in  pursuit;  and  when  within  lone 
Tvige  opened  upon  the  rebels,  followed  by  the  Carondelet,  and  Cincinnati,  and 
tli(^  other  boats.  After  an  exchange  of  some  twenty  shots,  the  rebel  boats  rapidly 
steamed  down  the  river  and  kept  beyond  our  range  until  they  reached  the  bat- 
teri^fg  of  Fort  Pillow,  a  distance  of  more  than  thirty  miles.  We  followed  them 
to  within  a  mile  of  Fort  Pillow,  within  easy  range  of  their  batteries,  for  the  pur- 
po^  of  making  a  good  reconnoissance,  at  considerable  expense,  however;  but  it 
^w  not  till  we  had  rounded  to  and  ran  some  distance  up  stream  when  the  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  us,  and  then  with  no  effect,  their  shot,  most  of  them,  going  be- 
yond us.  Having  accomplished  our  object,  I  tied  the  flotilla  up  to  ue  banks 
on  the  Tennessee  side,  out  of  range  of  the  forts,  for  the  night. 

Qeneral  Pope,  with  Assistant  Secretary  Scott,  came  aboard  at  3  p.  m.,  when 
it  was  arranged  that  the  mortar-boats  should  be  placed  in  the  morning  on  the 


648       BEPOBT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Arkansas  shore,  within  range  of  the  fort«,  to  be  protected  hj  the  gnnboate. 
General  Pope,  with  most  of  his  force,  should  land  five  miles  abovCf  with  the  view 
of  getting  his  army,  if  possible,  to  the  rear  of  the  fortifications  and  make  tlw 
attack  in  rear,  while  we  should,  with  gun  and  mortar-boats,  attack  them  infroat. 

This  place  has  a  long  line  of  fortifications,  with  guns  of  heavy  calibre;  their 
number  and  the  number  of  their  men  Fhave  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain. 
The  secession  feeling  here,  aa  I  learn  from  8evei:al  persons  coming  on  bourd,  l^ 
very  strong,  and  they  express  the  opinion  that  the  resistance  will  be  venr  d^> 
termined. 

Three  p.  m, — General  Pope  has  returned  with  his  transports,  and  informed  cn^ 
that  he  is  unable  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  rebels  from  any  point  of  the  river  abovo. 
and  proposes  to  cut  a  canal  on  the  Arkansas  side,  which  will  enable  us  to  p  t 
three  or  four  of  the  gunboats  below,  and  thus  enable  him  to  cross  the  river  bH^-^ir 
the  upper  forts,  and  thus  cut  off  the  batteries.  We  shall  thus  have  three  lrr*Q- 
dad  boats  above  and  four  below,  which  I  presume  will  be  all  that  wiD  be  n*- 
quired  in  case  the  six  gunboats  of  the  rebels  mak6  an  attack  upon  either  divisi<ju, 
as  three  of  our  gimboats  ought  successfully  to  cope  with  six  of  theirs. 

The  mortars  are  now  firing,  and  have  driven  the  rebel  gunboats  out  of  nmg^ 
'down  the^river. 

I  shall  continue  to  keep  the  department  advised  of  oar  movements. 

The  effects  of  my  wound  have  quite  a  dispiriting  effect  upon*  me  from  the  in- 
creased inflammation  and  swelling  of  my  foot  and  leg,  which  have  induced  a 
febrile  action,  depriving  me  of  a  good  deal  of  sleep  and  energy.  I  cannot  grn- 
the  wound  that  attention  and  rest  it  absolutely  requires  until  this  plac^  i-* 
captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A-  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Ofictr. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Fia>g' Officer  Footers  report  of  operations  off  Fort  Pillow, 

United  States  Flao-Steambr  Benton, 

Off  Fort  Pillow,  JprU  17,  1862, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  yesterd^,  and  the  dnj 
preceding,  1  had,  with  General  Pope,  made  such  arrangements,  by  combining  oor 
own  with  the  forces  of  the  army,  that  our  possession  of  this  stronghold  seem^^ 
to  be  inevitable  in  less  than  six  days.  I  had  even  stronger  hopes  of  this  de- 
sirable result  than  I  entertained  even  at  No.  10,  till  the  actual  Biurender  wa-^ 
tendered.  Our  object  then,  after  leaving  a  force  to  garrison  the  place,  wa^  ia 
proceed  to  Memphis  immediately,  where,  I  have  good  authority  for  stating,  w€ 
would  have  been  received  without  opposition.  But  the  sudden  withdrawal  <*( 
the  entire  army  of  General  Pope  this  morning,  under  orders  to  proceed  direcdr 
np  the  Tennessee  river  to  join  General  Halleck's  command  at  Pittsbnrg,  hxii 
fnistrated  the  best  matured  and  most  hopeful  plans  and  expectations  thuji  far 
formed  in  this  expedition.  Two  volunteer  regiments,  nuder  command  of  Colon^'l 
Fitch,  were  left  here  by  General  Pope  to  co-operate  with  the  flotiUa.  While  I 
deeply  regret  the  withdrawal  of  General  Pope's  command,  I  am  not  at  all  que^ 
tioning  the  propriety,  and  even  the  necessity,  of  its  presence  at  Pittsbai^.  Aivi 
I  shall  use  every  exertion  with  the  force  remaining  to  accomplish  good  n:«aiL«. 

It  is  a  great  object  to  obtain  early  possession  of  this  place  and  Memphis  4.^ 
ten  of  the  rebel  gunboats  are  now  at  r  ort  Pillow,  and  ten  others  are  repoirtcd  a> 
en  route  to  Memphis,  and  daily  expected  at  that  place.     It  is  reported  tlut 


REPORT  OP  THE  BEORETAKY  OF  THE  NAVY.       649 

immodore  Hollins  leit  Fort  Pillow  on  Sunday  to  bring  up  the  heavy  gunboat 
raiBiana,  now  about  completed  at  New  Orleans.  With  the  exception  of  this 
i*»el,  however,  we  have  little  to  apprehend  from  the  other  rebel  gunboats,  ac- 
rding  to  the  representation  of  the  four  or  six  deserters  lately  coming  to  us 
na  the  gunboats  at  Fort  Pillow.  At  all  events,  the  department  may  rest  as- 
rpd  of  every  exertion  being  made  on  our  part  to  accomplish  the  great  work 
trabted  to  this  expedition.  •  #  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer. 
Hon.  GiDBox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  J>.  C 


United  States  Flag-Steambr  Benton, 

Off  Fort  Pillow,  April  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  my  last  communi- 
ition  of  the  17th  instant,  we  have  been  occasionally  throwing  shells  into  the 
iM  fortifications  from  the  mortar  boats,  which  have  been  returned  from  their 
•tied  guns,  without  producing  any  effect.  Ours  have  compelled  one  encamp- 
if'Qt  to  remove  its  quarters,  and  from  several  deserters  we  learn  have  otherwise 
i^omforted  them. 

One  or  two  examinations  made  by  Colonel  Fitch,  commanding  the  two  regi- 
3ents  left  to  co-operate  with  the  flotilla  by  General  Pope  on  withdrawing  his 
imy,  have  been  unsuccessfid,  thus  far,  in  finding  a  bayou  for  our  boats,  and  a 
position  below  Fort  Pillow,  where  a  battery  can  be  placed  to  command  the  river 
M>Iow.  I  shall  again  render  him  assistance  by  sending  over  small  boats,  in  hopes 
bat  at  a  distance  further  up  the  river  we  may  be  able  to  discover  a  bayou  lead- 
Qg  into  a  lake,  in  which  water  sufficient  may  be  found  for  our  gunboats,  with  a 
^tw  of^erectinc  a  battery  under  their  protection,  which  will  blockade  the  river 
>elow  and  enable  his  force,  although  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  men,  to  come. 
ipoD  the  rebels  in  rear,  while,  with  the  remaining  gunboats  here,  we  attack 
Sem  in  front. 

I  am  greatly  exercised  about  our  position  here,  on  account  of  the  withdrawal 
)f  llie  army  of  20,000  men,  so  important  an  element  to  the  capture  of  the  place. 
Port  Pillow  has  for  its  defence  at  least  forty  heavy  guns  in  position  and  nine 
^nboats-^ix  of  them,  however,  being  wooden  boats,  but  armed  with  heavy 
^ns — with  a  force  of  six  thousand  troops.  Our  force  consists  of  seven  iron- 
pW  aod  one  wooden  gunboat,  sixteen  mortar-boats,  only  available  in  throwing 
4ellg  at  a  distance,  and  even  worse  than  useless  for  defence,  and  a  land  force 
of  two  regiments,  not  exceeding  *  1,500  troops.  Under  these  circumstances  an 
attack  on  our  part,  unless  we  can  at  first  establish  a  battery  below  the  fort  un- 
^^T  the  protection  of  the  gunboats,  and  to  co-operate  with  it  after  its  completion, 
^ould  be  extremely  hazardous,  although  its  attempt  might  prove  successful,  and 
t*vcn  be  good  policy  under  other  circumstances ;  but  it  can  hardly  now  be  so  re^ 
^ded,  as  a  disaster  would  place  all  that  we  have  gained  on  this  and  other 
nven  at  the  mercy  of  the  rebel  fleet,  unless  the  batteries  designed  to  command 
tb(f  river  from  below  are  completed  at  No.  10,  or  at  Columbus,  which  I  very 
Q^ttcb  doubt  I  therefore  hesitate  about  a  direct  attack  upon  this  place  now, 
more  than  I  should  were  the  river  above  properly  protected,  although  by  it  and 
^'wa  of  time  the  rebels  may  succeed  in  getting  up  to  Fort  Pillow  their  entire 
S^t  of  gunboats.  As  I  stated  in  my  last  communication,  had  not  General 
I^iim'b  anny  been  withdrawn  we  have  every  reason  for  believing  that  a  plan  we 
^  adopted  would  have  insured  the  fall  of  Fort  Pillow  in  four  days,  and  enabled 
^  to  have  moved  on  Memphis  in  two  days  afterwards.    It  has  always  been  my 
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expectation  that  a  large  army  would  co-operate  with  the  gonboate,  and  dov 
fall  of  Corinth  and  movements  of  our  troops  on  to  Memphis  seem  tobe  &d6Bt 
to  our  holding  this  place  and  reaching  Memphis  with  the  flotilla.     *    * 
I  have  thelionor  to  be,  very  respectitdlj.  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag'OJiotr. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


United  States  Flau-Stbambr  Bbntox, 

Of  Fort  Pillow,  AprU  23, 1S61 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  my  last  commtnu 
cation,  with  the  exception  of  a  day  or  two,  when  the  heavy  rains  caii5e<i  iH< 
mortars  to  recoil  dangerously  on  the  wet  platform,  we  have  been  shelliD^  tl' 
rebel  batteries  at  Fort  Pillow,  and  most  of  the  time  kept  their  gonboaU  bejcD^ 
our  range.  Colonel  Fitch,  in  command  of  the  1,200  infantry  left  here  bv  G^ 
eral  Pope,  has  been  examining  bayous  and  creeks,  with  a  view  of  getting  pn 
to  blockade  the  river,  and  prevent  the  new  gunboats  from  coming  up  from  Nt^ 
Orleans  and  Memphis ;  but  as  the  rebels  are  in  great  force,  and  no  tools  or  a'l- 
veniences  for  cutting  through  the  swamps  were  left  by  General  Pope  vbai  L  ^ 
army,  so  unfortunately  for  us,  was  withdrawn,  he  has  made  as  yet  no  8stif^^  ^ 
progress. 

I  am  doing  all  in  my  power  towards  devising  ways  and  means  prepArat^n '. 
a  successful  attack  on  the  forts,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so ;  but  as  the  capn::^ 
of  this  place  was  predicated  upon  a  large  land  force  co-operatine  with  the  floriil;> 
or  its  being  turned  by  the  army  marching  upon  Memphis,  ana  coDsiderisg  tii- 
difficulties  of  fighting  the  flotilla  down  stream  with  our  slow  boats  compared  ^'^ 
up-stream  work,  the  department  will  not  be  surprised  at  our  delay  and  bvii: 
made  po  further  progress  towards  the  capture  of  this  stronghold  of  the  rebd* 
I  shall,  however,  do  all  in  my  power  to  be  successful  here,  and  exert  myself,  t^- 
beyond  my  impaired  health  and  strength,  towards  the  accomplishment  of  tlu' 
great  object. 

The  rebels  are  strongly  fortified  on  land,  and  have  eleven  gunboats  Ijing  Dt^' 
or  rather  below  their  fortifications.  A  resident  of  the  place  inform*  mf  li' 
morning  that  thirteen  gunboats  are  now  here,  seven  of  which,  however,  are  w^' 
river  steamers  with  boilers  and  machinery  sunk  into  the  hold,  asd  othen»'b'<*  \^ 
tected ;  but  they  carry  from  four,  six,  to  eight  guns  of  heavy  calihre,  wmi*  ''• 
which  are  rifled.  The  other  boats  are  iron-plated  or  filled  in  with  cotton,  ^ 
large  steamer  of  sixteen  or  twenty  guns  being  plated,  and  named  the  "LouitiafA 
has  not  arrived,  but  is  daily  expected  from  New  Orleans. 

I  have  thus  given  the  department  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  from  ihf 
most  reliable  sources — ^from  resident  Union  men,  and  the  twelve  deserters  it^'^ 
the  enemy,  whose  accounts,  however,  are  conflicting,  many  of  them  giving  ^^J'. 
lous  numbers  of  men,  guns,  and  gimboats.  We  have  not  force  enough  to  bwi 
the  place  if  we  take  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Fiai-Ofif^' 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wdshingtfm,  2).  C. 

P.  S.  In  a  picket  skirmish  yesterday  the  rebels  loet  one  killed,  and  onto' 
two  wounded.     No  loss  on  our  side. 

A.  H.  f . 
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ptain  C  H.  Davis* s  report  of  an  engagement  mth  rebel  gunboats  off"  Fort 

Pillow,  May^lO,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Fart  Pillow,  May  11,  1862. 

>|R :  I  have  the  honor  to  iuform  the  department  that  yesterday  morning  a  little 
T  [»eTcn  o'clock  the  rebel  eqnadron,  consisting  of  eight  iron-clad  steamers,  four 
them,  I  believe,  fitted  as  rams,  came  around  the  point  at  the  bend  above  Fort 
low  and  steamed  gallantly  up  the  river,  fully  prepared  for  a  regular  engage- 
at. 

The  vessels  of  this  squadron  were  lying  at  the  time  tied  up  to  the  bank  of  the 
er,  three  on  the  eastern  and  four  on  the  western  side,  and — as  they  were  trans- 
red  to  me  by  Flag-Officer  Foote — ^ready  for  action.     Most  of  the  vessels  were 
itopt  in  obeying  the  signal  to  follow  the  motions  of  the  commander-in-chief. 
Fhe  leading  vessels  of  the  rebel  squadron  made  directly  for  mortar-boat  No. 

which  was  for  a  moment  unprotected.  Acting  master  Gregory,  and  his  crew, 
t^aved  with  great  spirit.  During  the  action  he  fired  his  mortar  eleven  times 
the  enemy,  reducing  his  charge  and  diminishing  the  elevation. 
Commander  Stembel,  in  the  gunboat  Cincinnati,  which  was  the  leading  vessel 
the  line  on  that  side  of  the  river,  followed  immediately  by  Commander  Kilty, 
the  gunboat  Mound  City,  hastened  to  the  support  of  the  mortar-boat,  and  were 
peatf^ly  struck  by  ^e  enemy's  rams  at  the  same  time  that  they  disabled  the 
pmy  and  drove  him  away. 

The  two  leading  vessels  in  the  middle  of  the  enemy's  line  were  successfully 
Countered  by  this  ship.  The  boilers  or  steam-chest  of  one  of  them  was  ex- 
[xlcd  by  our  shot,  and  both  of  them  were  disabled ;  they,  as  well  as  the  first 
«i^«rl  encountered  by  the  Cincinnati,  drifted  down  the  river. 
Commander  Walke  informs  me  that  he  fired  a  fifty-pound  rifle-shot  through 
e  ^joilers  of  the  third  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  of  the  western  line,  and  rendei-ed 
T  for  the  time  being  helpless.  All  of  these  vessels  might  easily  have  been 
ptQred  if  we  had  possessed  the  means  of  towing  them  out  of  action,  but  the 
e^im-power  of  our  gunboats  is  so  disproportionate  to  the  bulk  of  the  vessels 
at  they  can  accomplish  but  little  beyond  overcoming  the  strength  of  the  cur- 
M  even  when  unincumbered. 

The  action  lasted  during  the  better  part  of  an  hour,  and  took  place  at  the 
^>^e8t  quarters.  The  enemy  finally  retreated  with  haste  below  the  guns  of  Fort 
iUow. 

1  have  to  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  department  to  the  gallantry  and 
>()d  conduct  exhibited  by  Commanders  Stembel  and  Kilty,  and  Lieutenant 
'mmanding  S.  L.  Phelps. 

1  rogret  to  say  that  Commander  Stembel,  Fourth  Master  Reynolds,  and  one 
^  llio  8camen  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  one  of  the  Mound  City,  were  severely 
oanded  ;  the  other  accidents  of  the  day  were  slight. 

The  Cincinnati  and  Mound  City  are  injured,  and  must  sooner  or  later  go  up 
if  rivfr  to  be  repaired 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


■.*' 
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Flag-Officer  Dams*s  report  of,  the  surrender  of  Mtmphu. 

United  States  Flag-Stbambr  Bbntox, 

Memphut  June  6,  lS»Vi 

Sir  :  In  mj  despatch  of  yesterday,  dated  at  Fort  Pillow,  I  had  the  Lfcor 
inform  the  department  that  I  was  about  moving  to  this  place  with  the  metiH 
and  transports.  I  got  under  way  from  Fort  Pillow  at  noon,  leaving  lh»*  P.r 
burg,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Egbert  Thompson,  to  co-operate  with  a  d^rUt 
ment  of  Colonel  Fitch's  command  in  holding  possession  of  Fort  PiBowjj 
securing  public  property  at  that  place,  and  also  the  Mound  City,  Comman; 
A.  H.  Kilty,  to  convoy  the  transports  containing  the  troops  not  then  rr». 
to  move. 

On  the  way  down  I  came  suddenly,  at  a  bend  of  the  river,  upon  the  rt  ^ 
transport  steamer  Sovereign,  which  turned  immediately  to  escape  from  ui 
sent  forward  Lieutenant  Joshua  Bishop,  with  a  body  of  small-armed  men,  L 
light  tug,  by  whom  she  was  captured.     She  is  a  valuable  prize. 

The  gunboats  anchored,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  at  the  lower  end  of  island  X«>  i 
abo\it  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  city  of  Memphis.  The  mortar-boaL^  t  ^j 
boats,  ordnance,  commissary,  and  other  vessels  of  the  fleet,  tied  up  at  hh 
No.  44  for  tne  night. 

At  daylight  this  morning  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  rebel  ram:*  ^u: 
gunboat,  now  numbering  eight  vessels,  were  discovered  lying  at  the  l'^'- 
They  dropped  below  Railroad  Point,  and,  returning  again,  arranged  them- o^' 
in  front  of  the  city. 

At  4.20  the  flotilla,  consisting  of  the  following  five  vessels — ^the  fla^ -^i-j 
Benton,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps ;  the  Louisville,  Gommaudir : 
M.  Dove ;  the  Carondelet,  Commander  Henry  Walke ;  the  Cairo,  Lienfr*-. J 
Commanding  N.  C.  Bryant ;  and  the  St.  Louis,  Lieutenant  Commanding  W  ir  I 
McGunnegle — ^got  under  way  by  signal,  and  dropped  down  tlie  river. 

The.  rebels,  still  lying  in  front  of  the  town,  opened  fire,  with  the  intentv^n 
exposing  the  city  to  injury  from  our  shot     The  fire  was  returned,  on  our  pai 
with  due  care  in  this  regard.     While  the  engagement  was  going  on  in  thL-  a*' 
ner  two  vessels  of  the  ram  fleet,  under  commmand  of  Colonel  Ellet— the  Q«'; 
of  the  West  and  Monarch — ^steamed  rapidly  by  us  and  ran  boUlv  int'^ ' 
enemy's  line.     Several  conflicts  had  taken  place  between  the  rams  heftn*  •- 
flotilla,  led  by  the  Benton,  moving  at  a  slower  rate,  could  arrive  at  the  cl ••?• 
quarters.     In  the  meantime,  however,  the  firing  from  our  gunboate  wai^  <f'^ 
tmuous,  and  exceedingly  well  directed. 

The  General  Beauregard  and  the  Little  Rebel  were  struck  in  the  boiler*  ^ 
blown  up. 

The  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  which  Colonel  Ellet  commanded  in  pcrwo.  ni 
countered  with  full  power  the  rebel  steamer  General  Lovell,  and  sunk  hex.  ^-5 
in  doing  so  sustained  some  serious  damage. 

Up  to  this  time  the  rebel  fleet  had  maintained  its  position,  and  used  its  ro^H 
with  great  spirit.  These  disasters,  however,  compelled  the  remaining  ve??*-!*^"! 
resort  to  their  superiority  in  speed  as  the  only  means  of  safety.  A  nuinr-: 
fight  took  place,  which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  and  carried  us  ten  mile*  ^^i;** 
the  city.  It  ended  in  the  capture  or  destruction  of  four  of  the  five  remaini^" 
vessels *of  the  enemy;  one  only,  supposed  to  be  the  Van  Dom,  having e^-V^;^ 
Two  of  the  rams — ^the  Monarch  and  Lancaster  No.  3 — ^pursued  her,  bot  vriUJ*'^* 
success.     They  brought  back,  however,  another  prize. 

llie  names  and  fate  of  the  vessels  composing  tho  rebel  fleet  are  as  follow*" 

The  General  Lovell,  sunk  in  the  beginning  of  the  action  by  tlie  Queen  otu 
West.     She  went  down  in  deep  water,  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  altogelh*^^"' 
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ght.      Some  of  her  crew  escaped  by  swimming;  how  many  went  down  in 

[  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

be  Grencral  Beauregard,  blown  up  by  her  boilers,  and  otherwise  injured  by 

.  weut  down  near  shore. 

he  Little  Rebel,  injured  in  a  similar  manner,  made  for  the  Arkansas  shore, 

rv  ahe  was  abandoned  by  her  crew. 

he  Jeff.  Thompson,  set  on  fire  by  our  shells,  was  run  on  the  river  bank  and 

idoiicd  by  her  crew.     She  burned  to  the  water's  edge,  and  blew  up  by  her 

azine. 

L(.'  General  Price  was  also  run  on  the  Arkansas  shore.     She  had  come  in 

act  with  one  of  the  rams  of  her  own  party,  and  was  otherwise  injured  by 

1UQ  balls.     She  also  was  abandoned  by  her  crewi 

lie  Siimter  is  somewhat  cut  up,  but  is  still  aflo.Ht. 

*he  fine  steamer  General  Bragg  is  also  above  water,  though  a  good  deal 

tered  in  her  works  and  hull. 

lie  Van  Dom  escaped. 

)f  the  above-named  vessels,  the  Sumter,  General  Bragg,  and  Little  Rebel 

admit  of  being  i-epaired.     I  have  not  received  the  reports  of  the  engineers 

carpenters,  and  cannot  yet  determine  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  send 
01  to  Cairo,  or  whether  they  can  be  repaired  here. 
ITie  pump  of  the  Champion  No.  3  will  be  applied  to  raise  the  General  Price. 

other  vessels  of  the  rebel  flotilla  will,  I  fear,  be  saved. 
[  have  not  received  such  information  as  will  enable  me  to  make  an  approxi- 
tc*  t*tatcment  of  the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  on  the  part  of 

enemy. 

)ne   of  the  vessels,  going  down  in  deep  water,  carried  a  part  of « her  crew 
h  her ;  another,  the  General  Beauregard,  having  been  blown  up  with  steam, 
ny  of  her  crew  were  frightfully  scalded.     I  doubt  whether  it  will  ever  be  in 
'  {lower  to  furnish  an  accurate  statement  of  these  results  of  the  engagement. 
The  attack  made  by  the  two  rams  under  Colonel  EUet,  which  took  place  be- 

0  the  flotilla  closed  in  with  the  enemy,  was  bold  and  successful. 

1  *aptain  Maynadier,  commanding  the  mortar  fleet,  accompanied  the  squadron 
A  tug,  took  possession  of  the  Beauregard,  and  made  her  crew  prisoners.  He 
[tturcd,  also,  oth^r  prisoners  during  the  action,  and  received  many  persons  of 
•  rebel  fleet  who  returned  and  delivered  themselves  up  after  their  vessels  had 
en  deserted.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to 
)  l>4*r80ual  zeal  and  activity,  the  more  conspicuous  because  displayed  while 
I*  mortar  boats  under  his  command  could  take  no  part  in  the  action. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  flotilla  performed  their  duty.     Three  men  only 
the  flotilla  were  wounded,  and  those  slightly.     But  one  ship  was  struck 
'  shot. 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  my  correspondence  with  the  mayor  of  Memphis, 
iding  to  the  surrender  of  the  city. 

At  1 1  <^clock  a.  m.  Colonel  Fitch,  commanding  the  Indiana  brigade,  arrived 
id  took  military  possession  of  the  place. 

There  are  several  prizes  here,  among  them  four  large  river  steamers,  which 
ill  l)c  brought  at  once  into  the  service  of  the  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Fhg'Officer. 
Camd'g  Western  FlotUia,  Munssippi  river,  pro  tern 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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Unitbd  Statbs  Flag-Stbambr  BBrvt^^v, 

Off  Mtmphu,  June  6,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will  surrender  the  city  of  Men- 
phis  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repr^^ti 
I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Fia^' Officer,  Commandi$tg^  Sfc^  ^. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Memphis,  Tenn, 


Mayor's  Oppicb,  Memphisj  June  6,  1S62. 

Sib  :  Tour  note  of  this  day  is  received  and  contents  no^d. 
In  reply  I  have  only  to  say  that  the  civil  authorities  have  no  resources  'A 
defence,  and,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  the  city  is  in  your  power. 

Kespectfully, 

JOHN  PARK,  Ma^. 
C.  H.  Davis,  Flag-Officer,  Comd'g,  S/c. 


United  States  Flao-Stbambb  Benton, 

Off  Memphis.  Jwe  6,  ISSt 

Sib  :  The  sundersigned,  commanding  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  th 
United  States  in  ^nt  of  Memphis,  have  the  honor  to  say  to  the  mayor  of  rl- 
city  that  Colonel  Fitch,  commanding  the  Indiana  brigade,  will  take  militrj 
possession  of  Memphis  immediately. 

Colonel  Fitch  will  be  happy  to  receive  the  co-operation  of  his  honor  ihr 
mayor  and  the  city  authorities  in  maintaining  peace  and  order ;  and  to  thif  ^'i 
he  will  be  pleased  to  confer  with  his  honor  at  the  military  headquarters,  n  ? 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedi^B- 
servants, 

C.  H.  DAVIS. 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  aji^o^ 

G.  N.  FITCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Indiana  Brigade. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Memphis,  Tenn, 


I  Mayor's  Office,  Memphis,  June  6, 1862. 

Gentlbmbn  :  Tour  communication  is  received,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  co- 
operate  with  the  colonel  commanding  in  providing  measures  for  maintainior 
peace  and  order  in  the  city. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PARK,  Mayer, 
Fhig-Officer  C.  H.  Davis  and  Colonel  G.  N.  Fitch. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  XAVY.       655 


%  [TeleKTam.] 

United  States  Flao-Stbambr  Benton, 

Memphis,  via  Cairo,  June  21,  1862. 

?be  ganboat  Conestoga,  retoming  ^m  White  river,  reports  the  capture  of 
»  batteries  mounting  seven  guns,  at  St.  Charles,  80  miles  from  the  mouth. 
&  attack  was  commenced  bj  Captain  Kilty,  in  'the  gunboats,  who  silenced 
first  battery.  The  second  battery  was  gallantly  carried  by  Col.  G.  N.  Fitch 
:be  bead  of  the  46th  Indiana  Volunteers.  A  shot  caused  the  explosion  of  the 
im-dnim  of  the  Mound  City  by  which  the  greater  part  of  her  officers  and 
w  were  killed  and  wounded.     I  write  by  to-day's  mail. 

CHAS.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Officer. 
Son.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag' Officer  Davis  encloses  report  of  action  at  St.  Charles,  Arkansas, 

June^l,  1862. 

United  States  Flao-Steamer  Benton, 

Memphis,  June  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 

stant,  appointing  me  flag-officer  in  command  of  the  United  States  naval  forces 

iployedin  the  Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries. 

1  transmit  by  this  envelope  a  detailed  report  of  the  action  at  St.  Charles, 

3m  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  McGunnegle,  the  senior  officer  on  duty  after 

>minander  Kilty  was  wounded. 

#  ••  •  •  •  •'• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag- Officer  Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla,  Mississippi  river. 

Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Memphis,  June  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Conestoga,  Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  W.  Blodgett,  arrived  here 
>^y  from  White  river.  She  brings  information  of  the  capture  of  two  batteries 
\  St  Charles,  eighty  miles  from  the  mouth,  the  first  of  w^hich  mounted  four 
^iirrott  guns,  and  the  second  three  42-pound  rifled  guns.  These. guns,  it  is 
Qdcrstood.  were  taken  from  the  gunboat  Mariposa,  which,  after  being  disman- 
lpd.  was  sunk. 

Tborc  is  now  but  one  gunboat  remaining  in  White  river,  the  Pontchartrain, 
counting  three  or  five  guns,  and  having  her  machinery  protected  by  iron  and 

The  enemy  has  attempted  to  block  up  the  river  by  driving  piles  and  by 
linking  boats,  but  no  serious  obstructions  have  yet  been  encountered. 

The  Conestoga  will  return  to  White  river  to-night  with  re-enforcements,  ac- 
^i&panied  by  an  additional  transport  laden  with  commissary  stores. 
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The  victory  at  St.  Charles,  which  has  probably  given  od  the  command  'if 
White  river,  and  secured  our  communication  widi  Greneral  Curtift,  f'ouid  U 
unalloyed  with  regret  but  for  the  fatal  accident  to  the  steam-drum  ^  i 
heater  of  the  Mound  City,  mentioned  in  my  telegraphic  despatch*  Of  tbecn^' 
consisting  of  175  officers  and  men,  82  have  already  died,  43  were  killed  m  i::« 
water  or  drowned,  25  are  severely  wounded,  and  are  now  on  board  the  ho^piu: 
boat,  among  the  latter  is  Captain  Kilty.  They  promise  to  do  well.  Tim. 
officers  and  twenty-two  men  escaped  uninjured. 

After  the  explosion  took  place  the  wounded  men  were  shot  by  the  encsij 
while  in  the  water,  and  the  boats  of  the  Conestoga,  Lexington  and  St.  L'uL*. 
which  went  to  the  assistance  of  the  scalded  and  drowning  men  of  the  M^ml 
City  were  fired  into  both  with  great  guns  and  muskets,  and  were  disabled,  du 
one  of  them  forced  on  shore  to  prevent  sinking.  The  forts  were  commdcii-i 
by  Lieutenant  Joseph  Fry,  late  of  the  United  States  navy,  who  is  now  a  prin;r«-: 
and  wounded. 

The  department  and  the  country  will  contrast  these  barbarities  of  a  uy:z 
enemy  with  the  humane  efforts  made  by  our  own  people  to  rescue  the  woamiv 
and  disabled,  under  similar  circumstances,  in  the  engagement  of  the  6th  m>uni 

Several  of  the  poor  fellows  who  expired  shortly  after  the  engagement  expa-^ 
their  willingness  to  die  when  they  were  told  that  the  victoiy  was  ours. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  sereaat, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  Western  Flotilla,  Misnuippi  rirer. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Gunboat  St.  Louis, 
St.  Charl^,  White  River,  ArK  June  18, 1S61 

Sir  :  I  have  the  Honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
On  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant,  the  Conestoga  and  transports  havic 
reached  us,  we  got  under  way  from  a  point  called  "Arkansas  Cut-off"  and  ^t««ii 
up  the  river  to  within  about  five  miles  of  this  place,  when  we  anchored  fi»r  ^ 
night.     Captain  Kilty  seut  off  a  reconnoitering  party  in  the  tug    At  6  oW» 
the  next  morning  we  got  under  way  and  proceeded  up  the  river  in  the  foll«'»»:i? 
order,  viz :  Mound  City,  St.  Louis,  Lexington,  Conestoga,  and  transport?.  ^^* 
within  two  miles  of  the  fortifications  we  discovered  the  enemy's  pickeU:  id* 
Mound  City  and  other  gunboats  immediately  opened  fire ;   at  the  sam^  ^^ 
Colonel  Fitch  landed  his  regiment,  and,  as  we  drove  them  in,  they  follow^ 
them  up.     We  continued  to  stand  on,  firing  on  either  side  and  ahead  aa  we  went 
Soon  we  came  to  a  bend  in  the  river,  which  I  conceive  to  be  aboot  a  dj"''  ^ 
•  length ;  almost  at  the  upper  end  were  sunken  three  boats  across  the  riTer,  (thfy 
afterwards  proved  to  be  the  rebel  gunboat  Maurepas,  and  river  boats  Elix*^' 
and  Mary  ratterson,)  and  abreast  of  these  obstructions  on  the  port  hwid  »*^' 
a  bluff  on  which  we  imagined  the  batteries  would  be  situateui  althouglj  " 
could  not  see  a  gun  on  account  of  the  trees.     Captain  Kelty  stood  boMlr  <'^' 
'      closely  followed  by  the  other  gunboats,  firing  as  we  went ;  soon  the  enemy  ^ 
ponded.     The  moment  we  discovered  the  situation  of  the  enemy's  battery  Itif 
cannonading  frojn  our  side  became  terrific.     In  a  few  moments  the  Mound  <  i|5 
had  advanced  to  within  about  six  hundred  yards  of  their  enemv,  when  »  ^f*J* 
directed  shot  from  a  new  battery  situated  a  little  higher  up  the  bluff  JH^neWf 
her  port  casemate  a  little  above  and  forward  of  the  gunport,  killing  thrw  w^^ 
in  its  flight,  and  exploding  her  steam-drum.     So  soon  as  this  sad  accTilfiJ'  *' 
curred  many  of  her  crew  leaped  overboard;  all  boato  were  instantly <«il^"'^^' 
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fief.  The  po&!t!on  of  the  ganboats  at  this  time  waa  as  follows :  the  Mound 
it7,  followea  by  the  St.  Louis  and  Lexington,  the  Gonestoga  being  abreast  of 
e  Utter  Tessel.  The  Mound  Gitj  drifted  down  and  across  the  stream.  The 
iine^togs  boldlr  came  up  and  towed  her  out  of  action.  The  St.  Louis  and 
cxtngtoQ  moved  closer  to  the  upper  battery  (the  lower  one  being  by  this  time 
Ueved)  and  continued  to  pour  in  shot  and  shell,  the  enemy  shooting  the  while 

the  St.  Louis  and  the  wounded  of  the  Mound  City  struggling  in  the  water. 
[>me  two  minutes  after  the  explosion  on  board  the  Mound  City  Colonel  Fitch 
lade  signal  for  us  to  cease  hring,  which  I  did,  and  in  five  minutes  after  we 
'ft9?d  firing  he  gallantly  charged  their  battery  and  carried  it  without  the  loss 
r  a  single  man.  Eight,  of  the  enemy  were  left  dead,  twenty-nine  were  taken 
ruoners  including  Captain  Jos.  Fry,  commander  of  the  post,  late  lieutenant 
'ailed  States  navy,  and  all  their  guns  and  ammunition.  Our  victory  was  a 
'>mplete  one,  but  the  loss  of  life  on  board  the  Mound  City  by  the  explosion  of 
be  fiteam-drum  is  frightful.  Their  batteries  consisted  of  two  12-pounder  brass 
ieccs,  two  9-pounder  Parrott  rifled,  and  two  42-pounder  rifled  seacoast  ho  wit* 
prB.  So  soon  as  I  was  sure  we  had  gained  the  victory,  I  repaired  to  the  Mound 
'ity,  and  to  endeavor  to  describe  the  howling  of  the  wounded  and  the  moaning 
f  the*  dying  is  far  beyond  the  power  of  my  feeble  pen.  Among  the  scalded 
Dd  ttufiering  was  the  brave  commander  Kilty,  who  but  a  short  time  before  I 
lad  seen  proudly  pacing  his  deck  with  the  enemy's  balls  whizzing  past  him. 
le  fought  his  ship  most  gallantly.  All  honor  to  his  name.  My  first  care, 
fler  assuming  command  of  the  gunboats  was  to  make  the  best  possible  provi- 
ion  for  the  wounded  in  this,  as  in  the  previous  engagement  witn  the  enemy. 
Jrutenants  Commanding  Shirk  and  Blodgett  rendered  every  assistance  in  the 
H:>wer  of  man.  For  their  skill  and  bravery  in  action,  and  the  energy  displayed 
»v  th&m  to  assist  the  wounded  they  are.  deserving  of  the  highest  honors ;  and  in 
iiig  connexion  I  will  also  mention  that  Dr.  George  W.  Garver,  of  the  Lexing- 
■>n,  and  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Wilson,  of  the  Coneatoga,  were  untiring  in  their  attention 
0  the  wounded.  The  above  four  officers  I  think  richly  deserve  to  be  especially 
DPDtioned.  After  consulting  with  the  commanding  officer,  it  was  decided  to 
K-nd  the  wounded  to  Memphis  on  board  the  Conestoga  and  Musselman,  (Colonel 
b*itch  kindly  loaning  the  latter  named  boat,)  with  all  the  surgeons,  but  what  to  do 
vuh  tlie  Mound  City  was  a  more  perplexing  question.  I  was  told  by  the  pilots 
iiat  it  would  take  several  days  to  tow  her  out  of  the  river,  it  being  so  narrow 
ind  crooked.  The  surgeons  represented  that  the  delay  would  prove  fatal  to 
nany  whose  lives  might  be  saved.  From  what  I  had  seen  and  lieard  on  this 
river  I  must  push  on  with  all  haste  lest  the  enemy  would  fortify.  After  mature 
Miberation  I  concluded  to  get  as  many  men  from  Colonel  Fitch  as  he  could 
spare,  and,  with  Fii-st  Master  John  H.iDuble  in  charge,  together  with  two  other 
officers,  and  the  men  unhurt  of  her  own  crew,  would  leave  her  here  and  proceed 
ip  the  river  as  far  as  I  could  prudently,  with  the  river  falhng  as  rapidly  as  it  is. 

The  only  two  officers  that  were  not  wounded  or  killed  on  board  the  Mound 
Pity  were  the  first  master,  Mr.  Dominy,  and  the  gunner,  Mr.  McElroy.  I  deemed 
it  best  to  send  Mr.  Dominy  up  to  Memphis,  not  that  he  did  not  perform  his  duty 
»t*Il;  for  I  am  sure  he  did,  as  I  saw  him  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  moving 
about  on  the  upper  deck,  but  simply  for  a  change,  he  having  witnessed  the  hor- 
rible* catastrophe*  his  mind  appeared  to  be  matly  exercised.  Mr.  McElroy  is 
DOW  on  board  the  Mound  City.  We  buried,  last  night,  fifty-nine  of  her  crew, 
there  are  now  twenty-six  on  board  unscathed ;  many,  very  many,  must  have 
bf«?n  killed  by  the  enemy  while  they  were  struggling  in  the  water.  I  was  quite 
Hi)9e  to  the  spot  and  distinctly  saw  and  remarked  on  the  cowardly  act,  at  the 
moineiit  they  were  perpetrating  it.  An  accident  also  happened  to  the  transpoit 
New  National,  one  of  the  bow  guns  of  the  Mound  City  being  loaded,  cocKcd, 
and  primed,  the  lock  string  lying  on  the  deck,  one  of  the  wounded  men  rolled 
OQit,  which  setit  off.    It  was  loaded  with  grape.     Oneof  the  shot  passedthrough 
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the  steam  pipe  of  the  New  National,  fortnnatelj  injaring  no  one,  but  she  viH 
have  to  run  on  one  wheel.  I  found  your  inBtructlons  to  Captain  Kilty  to  ^^ 
him  in  this  expedition,  and  be  aseured  I  will  exert  mTnelf  in  every  endeavor  u> 
carry  them  out.  In  conclusion,  let  me  inform  yon  that  the  officers  I  command 
displayed  gallant  conduct  during  the  action,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  there  vrrt 
no  casualties  on  board  this  gunboat. 

I  am«  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  McGUNNEGLE, 

Lieutenant  Comwumdimff. 
Flag-Officer  0.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Western  FlotiUa,  Mississippi  rivers  Memphis^  Tenn, 


Unitbd  States  Flao-Strambb  Bbntoh, 

Memphis,  June  20,  ISSt 

Sir  :  The  number  of  wounded  men  on  board  the  hospital-boat  Red  River  L- 
forty-one.  The  account  given  me  yesterday  was  incorrect.  I  shall  still  wxi: 
for  further  knowledge  before  presenting  a  final  report  of  the  casualties  attending 
the  capture  of  tlie  8t.  Charles  forts.  The  department  will  be  gratified  to  leaa 
that  the  patients  are,  most  of  them,  doing  well.  The  surgeon  aasures  me  ita: 
Commander  Kilty  is  out  of  danger ;  but  he  is  severely  crippled  in  his  hAzu.." 
and  feet,  and  suffers  a  great  deal.  He  is  a  brave  gentleman  and  a  loyal  o&c-'* 
He  has  always  been  conspicuous  in  this  squadron  for  acting  his  part  in  the  l•^•: 
spirit  of  the  profession.  In  the  attack  on  the  batteries  at  St.  Charles  he  oe^* 
pied  the  leading  place,  and  received  his  wounds  at  the  head  of  hia  line  in  tli' 
zealous  performance  of  his  whole  duty.  Although  himself  wounded  and  hcl[H 
less,  he  attended  to  the  wants  and  comforts  of  his  injured  officers  and  men. 

I  have  gratefully  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  Major  General  WalUf'' 
and  to  Dr.  Jessup,  of  the  24th  Indiana,  and  to  Dr.  McClellan,  of  tke  1st  Ne- 
braska regiments,  for  their  valuable  sympathy  and  assistance. 

Sister  Angela,  the  superior  of  the  sisters  of  the  Holy  Cross,  (some  of  whom 
are  performing  their  offices  of  mercy  at  the  Mound  City  hospital,)  has  kinJlf 
offered  the  services  of  the  sisters  for  the  hospital-boat  of  this  squadron,  wbfs 
needed.  I  have  written  to  Conmiander  Pennock  to  make  arrangements  for  tbtL- 
coming. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag'OJieer, 
Commanding  Western  Flotilla,  Mississippi  River,  pro  tem^ 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


Flag'Ocffier  Davis  reports  the  arrival  of  the  ram  Arkansas  under  the  guns  of 

Vicksburg. 

Unitbd  States  Flao-Stbambr  Bbnton, 

Of  Vicksburg,  July  16,  IS62. 

Sir  :  In  my  despatch  of  July  14th  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department 
that  I  was  about  sending  an  expedition  up  the  Yazoo  river. 

The  plan  of  this  expedition,  as  finally  agreed  upon  between  Flag-Officer  Tst- 
ragut,  Brigadier  General  Williams,  and  myself,  was  to  despatch  the  gnnb<>a!« 
Carondclet  and  Tyler,  and  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  strengthened  by  sluq'- 
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looten  fipom  the  army,  at  four  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  to  procure  correct 
formatioii  concerning  the  obstmctionBand  defences  of  the  riyer. 

Repeated  examinations  of  the  Yazoo  had  informed  us  that  there  was  a  raft 
Mtnicting  the  passage  eighty  miles  from  the  month,  with  a  battery  near  it  be- 
w,  and  me  new  ram  Arkansas  above,  a  vessel  represented  to  be  well  protected 
f  iron,  and  very  formidable  in  her  batteiy. 

Shortly  after  the  expedition  entered  the  river  yesterday  morning  it  enconn- 
red  the  Arkansas  coming  down. 

After  a  severe  fight  with  the  Tyler  and  Carondelet,  in  which  both  vessels 
ere  partially  disabled,  she  entered  the  Mississippi,  and  passing  through  the 
>mbined  squadrons  took  refuge  under  the  batteries  of  Vicxsburg.  • 

Her  appearance  was  so  sudden  and  the  steam  of  almost  every  vessel  in  the 
[oadron  so  low,  or,  in  other  words,  so  entirely  unprepared  were  we,  that  she 
%d  an  opportunity  to  pass  without  positive  obstruction,  though  she  was  se- 
erely  injured  by  shot. 

The  Benton,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps,  got  under  way  and  fol- 
)wed  her  down  to  the  point,  but  at  her  usual  snail's  pace,  which  renders  any- 
ling  like  pursuit  ludicrous. 

I  engaged  the  upper  batteries  for  half  an  hour ;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
lomiug  renewed  the  engagement,  with  Flag^Officer  Farragut  on  board,  for  re- 
ontioitering  purposes. 

At  half  past  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  an  engagement  again  took  place,  which 
lated  for  an  hour,  between  this  ship,  the  Louisville,  Commander  Dove,  and  the 
/iiicinnati.  Lieutenant  Commasiding  B.  Wilson,  and  the  upper  batteries,  the 
bject  of  which  was  to  cover  the  passage  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut's  fleet.  He 
tad  determined,  during  the  day,  to  run  below,  for  the  double  purpose  of  sup- 
porting the  remainder  of  his  squadron  and  of  destroying  the  rebel  ram  in  pass- 
ing ;  to  assist  in  which  I  had  added  the  ram  Sumter,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 
^rben,  to  his  force. 

A  note  from  him  this  morning  informs  me  that  the  ram  was  so  entirely  con- 
'•^ed  by  her  situation  that  the  attack  upon  her  did  not  prove  to  be  as  destruo-- 
ive  as  expected.  The  loss  of  life  in  his  squadron  in  its  passage  before  these 
bimidable  batteries  is  wonderfully  small,  and  must  be  attributed  to  the  rapid, 
uid  well-directed  fire  from  his  ships,  by  which  the  guns  of  the  enemy  were  sl- 
iced as  soon  as  reached. 

I  shall  give  further  particulars  of  this  day's  work  by  the  next  mail,  and  trans- 
nit  the  reports  of  Commander  Walke,  laeutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  and 
^uteuant  Commanding  6win. 

The  loss  of  life  in  the  squadron  under  my  command  has  been  thirteen  killed, 
tlurtj-four  wounded,  and  ten  missing. 

Amone  the  killed  and  wounded  are  several  of  the  sharpshooters  supplied  by 
(General  Williams,  who  performed  their  duty  in  the  most  faithful  manner. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Officer, 
Commanding  United  States  Naval  Farces,  Western  Waters^ 

Hon.  OiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C.  * 


Attacl  on  the  upper  latteries  at  Vicksbwg  and  the  ram  Arkansas,  July  22,  I862. 

United  States  Flao-Steambr  Benton, 

Off  Vicksburg,  July  23,  1862. 

Sis  :  In  my  communication  of  July  IG  I  mentioned  the  passage  of  Flag- 
0£cer  Farragut's  fleet  by  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  with  the  double  purpoi^e 
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of  joining  his  fleet  below  and  of  destroying  the  rebel  ram  ArluniBas  in  pa^nnf . 
The  latter  object  was  defeated  by  the  darkness  of  the  night  Yesterday  moT> 
ing,  shortly  aifter  daylight,  the  Benton,  Cincinnati,  and  Lonisriliey  attackni  tL<> 
upper  batteries,  for  the  purpose  of  coyering  the  Essex  and  the  mn  Qncen  <»{ 
the  West,  both  of  which  vessels  went  down  and  attacked  the  Arkaminfl  in  be 
place  at  the  levee. 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  Commander  W.  D.  Porter's  report  of  the  results  of  hit 
engagement.  The  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  commanded  by  Ldeuteaant  C'olonn 
Eliet,  strack  the  Arkansas  with  sufficient  force  to  do  her  some  injury.  Colon«l 
Ellet  behaved  on  this,  as  on  previous  occasions,  with  great  gallantry.  The  ^bf t 
from  the  Essex  did  serious  injury  to  the  casemates  of  the  rebel  ram  and  gmh 
boat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  communications  of  tbf 
department  of  the  14th  and  15th  instant.  Our  mail  boats  from  Cairo  hate 
been  fired  into  lately,  and  a  small'  extra  boat,  put  on  for  a  special  occasion.  H 
reported  to  have  been  burned. 

My  force  at  this  moment  is  very  much  reduced.  It  is  reduced  in  the  m^-x 
formidable  manner  by  sickness  and  death.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  laea 
of  the  mortar  fleet,  one  hundred  are  sick  and  off  duty.  The  crews  of  the  pTi- 
boats  are,  many  of  them,  reduced  to  one-half  their  number.  I  am  in  want  f 
at  least  five  hundred  men  to  fill  up  vacancies  and  render  the  vessels  under  ilj 
command  efficient. 

My  force  is  also '  reduced  by  the  absence  of  eight  gunboats,  three  of  wli'cb 
are  guarding  important  points  of  the  river,  and  five  of  which  are  undcrpiinr 
repairs.  I  have  said  that  I  am  in  want  of  five  hundred  men  to  insun;  the 
efficiency  of  the  flotilla.  In  this  calculation  I  make  allowance  for  the  retain  u^ 
duty  of  many  of  the  sick,  but  six  hundred  men  would  not  be  too  many  to  ^itti 
to  me.  The  most  sickly  part  of  the  season  is  approaching,  and  the  departm^'ii 
would  be  surprised  to  see  how  the  most  hoaluiy  men  wilt  and  break  dr>«'n 
under  the  ceaseless  and  exhausting  heat  of  this  pernicious  climate.  Men  vb> 
are  apparently  in  health  at  the  close  of  the  day's  work  sink  away  and  c> 
suddenly  at  night,  under  the  combined  effects  of  heat  and  malarial  poison.  Tb- 
enemy,  however,  suffers  a  great  deal  more  than  we  do.  He  counts  scventi-fs 
or  twenty  thousand  men  on  his  rolls,  but  can  hardly  muster  five  thonsaud  is 
his  ranks.  To  sickness  are  added,  in  his  case,  the  want  of  hospital  accomiro 
dations,  the  want  of  medicines,  and  the  want  of  suitable  food.  I  learned  ib't 
General  Williams  is  about  to  move  down  the  river.  Should  it  prove  so,  it  v  - 
be  very  unfortunate  in  its  results.  This  is  one  of  the  points  at  which  the  co- 
operation of  the  army  is  most  essential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Fhtg-OJieer. 
Commanding  U.  S,  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waiert. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


On  Board  Gcnboat  Essbx, 

Beiow  Vicksburg,  Jmiy  22.  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  this  ship  below  Vicks- 
burg, Mississippi,  and  that  we  lost  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded* 

1  delivered  several  shot  into  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  as  I  believe,  with  ef&ct 
I  endeavored  to  strike  her,  but  as  we  approached  they  let  go  her  bow  line  ta^ 
the  current  drilled  herlstem  on.    The  consequence  was  this  vessel  only  gnueJ 
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iT  side*  and  r&n»  with  great  force,  high  on  the  hank,  where  she  laj  at  least  ten 
linntes,  subject  to  a  terrible  fire  from  the  shore  battery. 
The  officers  all  did  their  duty  and  with  great  coolness.  Permit  me  to  draw 
oar  attention  to  Master  Willie  Coates,  of  only  14  years  of  age.  This  yonng 
entleman  volnnteered  to  act  as  my  aid.  His  conduct  was,  throughout  the  ae- 
on, marked  by  great  coolness  and  bravery.  He  has  no  connexion  whatever 
rith  the  Bervice,  but  I  hope  you  will  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment the  conduct  of  this  little  gentleman,  as  I  think  he  has  earned,  by  his  ioy- 
hy,  coolness,  and  bravery  an  appointment  at  the  Naval  Academy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER,  Ckmmander. 
Flag-Officer  C.  H.  Davis, 

Cdmmanding  FloliUa,  Western  Waters, 


Flag'Oficer  Davis  reports  having  left  Vickshwrgfar  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river 

Flao-Strambr  Bbnton, 

Helena,  August  1,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  last  communication,  dated  July  25th,  and  written  from  the  an- 
chorage above  Yicksburg,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  Flag- 
Officer  Farragut  and  Brigadier  General  Williams  had  gone  aown  the  river;  the 
forces  of  the  latter  being  prostrated  by  sickness.  The  departure  of  General 
l^ilUams  rendered  it  necessary  that  I  should  abandon  the  position  I  then  held, 
because  it  gave  the  enemy  the  possession  of  the  point,  from  the  canal  down. 

In  making  this  canal  General  Williams  used  it  as  a  means  of  defence,  by 
constructing  a  continued  breastwork  and  rifle-pit  on  the  lower  border,  and  an 
angle  on  the  upper  border  to  enfilade  the  canal  where  it  was  crossed  by  the 
levee.  This  levee,  distinguished  as  the  neto  levee,  formed  in  itself  a  convenient 
breastwork.  It  was  no  longer  safe  for  the  hospital,  commissary,  ordnance  boats, 
coal  and  ice  barges,  mail  boats,  &c.,  to  lie  at  the  bank  ;  I  therefore  moved  up, 
with  my  whole  command,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yasoo. 

When  I  sent  the  Sumpter  and  Essex  below  the  batteries  I  was  prepared  for 
^Ta^j-Officer  FarrsOTtt's  leaving;  but  I  had  no  idea  that  General  Williams  in- 
tended to  abandon  his  position.  I  expected  to  maintiun  uninterrupted  commu- 
Plication  with  these  vessels  across  the  neck,  and  employ  them  in  blockading  the 
t^>wii  from  below.  But  now,  the  army  having  gone,  these  vessels  must  go  to 
Baton  Rouge  or  New  Orleans  for  their  supplies,  and  are  permanently  separated 
from  my  command. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  23d  ultimo  I  informed  the  department  that  several  of 
our  mail  boats  from  Cairo  had  been  fired  into,  and  one  sunk.  It  now  appears 
tbat  the  communications  in  my  rear  are  so  seriously  threatened  that  they  could 
only  be  kept  open  by  gunboats ;  and  the  three  light  and  fleet  gunboats  are  all 
luidergoing  repairs  at  Cairo.  Information  of  a  reliable  and  circumstantial  cha- 
racufr  came  to  me  that  wagons,  &c.,  had  been  called  in,  to  transport  guns  from 
^e  Yazoo  to  the  vicinity  of  Islands  No.  92  and  94.  I  learn  frt>m  the  captains 
of  the  mail  boats  that  flying  artillery  had  been  taken  from  bank  to  bank,  on  the 
gpreat  bends  of  the  river,  and  used  twice  on  the  same  vessel.  Light  guns  and 
^U;<ketfi,  in  the  hands  of  guerilla  bands,  had  been  fired  into  our  unarmed  vessels 
from  several  points  between  Carolina  Landing  and  Gaines's  Landing.  The  same 
vUing  is  Mid  to  have  occurred  near  Napoleon.  Thus  my  supplies,  as  well  as 
^U,  were  cut  off,  unless  sent  imder  convoy. 

iVc  have  been  repeatedly  told  that  General  Price  was  crossing  from  Missis- 
^ppi  int^  Arkamwa  to  make  a  junction  with  General  Hiudman. 
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I  have  alreadj  spoken,  in  a  previous  despatch,  of  the  alarming^  «xt<9it  to 
which  the  efficiency  of  the  few  vesseld  remaining  with  me  has  be<^n  reduced  hj 
the  endemic  fever,  and  also  transmitted  a  report  of  the  surgeon  on  this  subject. 

Having  maturely  considered  all  the  circumstances  just  recited,  I  determint^i 
to  leave  Vicksburg,  where  my  own  force,  unaided  and  very  much  encumbei^i 
could  be  of  no  further  service;  to  close  up  my  lines,  now  too  extended;  to  ot^^a 
again  the  sources  of  communication  and  supply,  and  to  resume  my  conjunctt<vii 
with  the  army.  Accordingly,  I  have  moved  with  all  the  fleet  to  thia  pWr. 
where  I  anchored  last  night,  at  9  o'clock. 

But  I  wish  the  department  to  particularly  understand  that  this  movement 
does  not  involve  any  loss  of  control  over  the  river  below.  Between  this  phc^ 
and  Vicksburg  there  are  no  bluffs — ^no  high  lands  suited  to  fortifications.  Goni 
can  only  be  mounted  on  the  level  bank,  where,  to  be  sure,  the  levee  often  scrrp* 
as  a  breastwork ;  but  they  will  have  no  advantage  of  ground,  and  caa  be  e&eil v 
dislodged. 

Your  telegraphic  despatch  of  the  25th  ultimo  was  received  on  tbc  29th.  a: 
4  a.  m.,  when  this  ship  was  opposite  Greenville.  Flag-Officer  Farragut  Id': 
Vicksburg  on  the  24th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS. 
Flag' Officer,  Comd'g  V.  S.  Naval  Forces^  Western  WaUn. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  WiuAingtoHf  D,  C. 


Fleet  Captain  Pennock*s  report  nf  expedifum  up  the  Ohio  river  to  SoaneeiUtf 

Hemdertom,  ^c,  m  July,  1862. 

United  States  Naval  Depot, 

Cairo,  August  S,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  Fleet  Captain  Pes- 
nock's  report  of  a  joint  naval  and  military  expedition  up  the  Ohio  river  to 
Evansville,  Henderson,  &c.,  undertaken  in  pursuance  of  a  telegram  from  Grov- 
emor  Morton,  and  having  for  it^s  object  the  pursuit  and  puniahment  of  oertaio 
parties  of  guerillas  which  had  threatened  Henderson. 

I  invite  the  special  attention  of  the  department  to  the  promptness  with  whkh 
Captain  Pennock,  who  took  a  leading  part  in  this  service,  organized  hia  force? 
andproceeded  to  the  scene  of  action. 

The  enclosed  letter  of  General  Love  bears  jthe  most  honorable  testimonv  to 
Captain  Pennock's  conduct. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS.  FlagOjfieer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Naval  Depot, 

Cairo,  III.  My  2i,  1562. 

Sir  :  I  reported  to  yon  on  Saturday,  the  19th  instant,  that  in  eoitsequence  of 
a  tclemm  received  from  Grovemor  Morton,  (a  copy  of  which  I  forwarded  too,) 
I  womd  leave  Cairo  for  Evansville  with  the  United  States  reoerving  ship  Oian 
Dolsen,  armed  with  four  12-pounder  rifled  howitaers*  J.  IL  Pritehettp  lieatentnt 
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nmnandiiig,  and  tag  Bestless,  anned  with  one  12-poander  howitzer,  ICaster 
ord  commanding. 

I  was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Moro,  with  a  battalion  of  63d  regiment  Illinois 
olan teens,  and  Brigade  Snigeon  £.  G.  Franklin,  who  kindlj  volanteered  his 
t-nricea  for  the  occasion. 

I  arrived  at  Evansville  on  Monday  at  6  a.  m.,  and  had  an  interview  with  Major 
reneral  Love,  who  informed  me  of  his  plans  to  capture  the  guerillas  who  had 
ontrol  of  Henderson,  Kentucky,  and  his  intention  to  occupy  that  place.  My 
A-opcration  and  that  of  the  troops  associated  with  me  were  desired  in  carrying 
Qt  the  plans  of  the  enterprise. 

The  same  afternoon  Major  Staning,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  district  of  Missis- 
ippi,  arrived  with  the  following  force:  Captain  Robinson,  company  A,  20th 
Attalion  16th  regulars,  60  men ;  Captain  Noyce,  company  H,  13th  Wisconsin 
nolunteera,  48  men ;  and  Lieutenant  Becker,  with  one  section  Stenbeck's  bat- 
rrv,  2d  Illinois  artillery,  25  men,  who  reported  to  me  for  co-operation,  by  order 
)f  Brigadier  General  Stroifg,  commanding  district  of  Cairo.  At  the  request  of 
'leneTal  Lore,  Major  Staning  with  his  force,  on  board  steamer  Rob  Roy,  went  in 
idvance,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  and  picketing  the  city,  the  Clara  Dolsen 
following  with  Major  Greneral  Love  and  stim,  with  an  addition  of  500  men,  con- 
sisting of  in&ntry  and  a  section  of  artillery.  After  landing  the  stores  and  troops. 
Colonel  Moro  was  ordered  by  Major  General  Love  to  occupy  and  hold  the  city, 
while  the  Indiana  troops  and  the  section  of  Stenbeck's  battery  took  up  their 
line  of  march  for  the  interior. 

During  the  day  several  arrests  were  made,  including  two  of  the  guerrillas, 
who  were  prominent  in  robbing  the  hospitals  at  that  place  and  destroying  gov* 
crnment  property,  who  were  placed  in  irons  on  board  the  Clara  Dolsen,  and 
fubsequently  delivered  np  to  the  provost  marshal. 

General  Love  having  received  a  despatch  the  following  night  that  guerrillas, 
ia  fbree,  were  occupying  Uniontown,  with  intent  to  cross  tne  river  to  attack 
Mount  Vernon,  on  the  Indiana  shore.  Major  Staning  was  despatched  with  a 
^rce  to  look  after  this  matter,  in  the  Bob  floy,  accompanied  by  the  armed  tug 
Uestleos.    Soon  after  I  joined  him  at  Uniontown,  all  being  quiet  at  Mount 

vemoiL 

Daring  the  afternoon  several  arrests  were  made  of  prominent  secessionists 
and  a  number  of  boats  destroyed,  by  order  of  Major  General  Love.  Toward 
t'Tening  Surgeon  Franklin  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pritchett,  while  recon- 
noitering  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  came  upon  a  squad  of  guerrillas  and  cap- 
tured three,  who  were  brought  in  and  sent  on  board  the  Rob  Roy  under  guard, 
to  be  sent  to  headquarters  at  Henderson. 

I^ceeding  down  the  river,  we  arrived  early  in  the  evening  at  Shawn^town, 
where  I  received  despatches  from  Captain  Wise,  announcing  the  presence  of 
perrillaa  on  the  Kentucky  shore  opposite  Cairo;  and  havine  no  force  there, 
ti&val  or  military,  he  advised  that  a  portion  of  the  force  under  mv  command 
shoald  return  with  all  possible  despatch.  Early  this  morning  the  Clara  Dolsen 
^^  tog  started  for  Cairo,  and  arrived  here  at  4  p.  m.,  with  two  companies  of « 

^jor  otaning's  command;   he  returning  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  to 

Hcndenon  in  the  Bob  Roy,  aboard  of  which  I  had  placed  a  12-pounder  how- 
^Uer.  • 

In  conclusion ,  I  regret  to  state  that  I  found  but  little  Union  feeling  on  the 
Kentucky  shore,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  government  and  safety 
^  Bteamcni  navigating  the  Ohio  require  that  light-draught  gunboats  shotdd  he 
^^pt  moviag  constantly  np  and  down  the  river.  Enclosed  please  find  copy  of 
^^ter  received  from  Major  General  Love. 

-Acting  lieutenant  Hoel,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Sheeley,  of  the  Greneral 
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Price,  and  Mr.  Perkins,  my  assistant,  consented  to  act  as  pilots  for  llie  expeii- 
tion«    The  latter  also  assisted  me  in  other  dnties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  PENNOCK, 
Commander  and  Fleet  Cofieh, 


Henderson,  Kentucky,  July  23, 1862. 

Captain  :  I  cannot  permit  yon  to  leave  me  without  expressing  my  een*e  <i 
the  gratitude  with  which  the  citizens  of  Indiana,  and  of  this  locality,  will  reward 
the  prompt  co-operation  of  yourself  and  yonr  officers  in  this  emeigency,  whirb 
threatened  their  security,  and  for  the  polite  personal  attention  of  younelf  sliI 
Captain  Pritchett  to  myself  and  staff. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  and  my  best  wishes  for  yonr  ^< 
return  to  Cairo.  % 

I  am,  captain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOVE, 
Major  General  Indiana  Legion, 
A.  H.  Pbnnock, 

Fleet  Captain  Gnnhoat  Flotilla^  on  hoard  Clara  Dolsen. 


Capture  of  rebel  transport  FairpJay,  and  large  quantities  of  a$ins,  ammmnitu» 

^.,  in  August,  1862. 

Cairo,  Illinois,  August  26, 1862. 

The  combined  naval  and  military  operation,  planned  between  Greneial  Cwti' 
and  myself  before  leaving  Helena,  has  returned  to-  the  latter  place,  havinf  a^ 
complished  its  work  with  great  success. 

The  rebel  transport  Fairplay  has  been  captured,  containing  twelve  hnndirtf 
new  Enfield  rifles,  four  thousand  new  muskets,  with  accoutrements  complete  a 
large  quantity  of  fixed  ammunition,  four  field  ^ns,  mounted  howitserst  ao^' 
small  arms.  Colonel  Woods  landed  and  captured  the  encampment  of  the  3ht 
Louisiana  regiment  with  arms,  the  enemy  flying  before  him. 

He  captured  another  camp,  with  tents,  baggage,  and  provisions,  burDin^  tb^ 
depot  and  eight  cars,  and  destroying  the  telegraph.  The  combined  expediti<« 
proceeded  up  the  Yazoo,  where  it  captured  a  battery,  consisting  of  sixty-to 
forty-two-pounder  and  thirty-two-pounder  guns,  and  twenty-four  and  twtift- 
pounder  field  pieces,  with  seven  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  one  thousand  ffaell 
shot,  and  grape.  Colonel  Woods  dispersed  the  rebel  forces  in  sevend  plice- 
Will  send  further  particulars  by  mail  to-morrow. 

0.  H.  DAVIS,  Commodore. 

Hon.  OiDSON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  S,  L.  Phelps  reports  a  successful  attade  om  the  entnn 

at  Bolivar,  Mississippi,  in  August,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Helena,  August  27,  lS6i 

Sir  :  In  my  last  report,  sent  by^the  Switzerland  on  the  23d  instant,  I  iafomi 
Tou  that  we  had  found  the  enemy  in  some  force  at  Greenville,  Missis«ippi,  w^ 
had  dispersed  him.     I  have  now  to  report  that  as  soon  as  Colonel  Wood^'d  fufte 
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id  retimed  from  the  pnrsixit,  it  was  re-embarked,  and  we  proceeded  up  tbe 
rer,  stopping  to  examine  every  point  where  a  rebel  force  was  likelj  to  be  posted  ; 
It  wc  were  onBUCcessful  in  again  finding  an  enemy  till  we  reached  Bolivar, 
iasissippi.  Colonel  Woods  then  landed  his  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  two 
fiontain  howitzers,  and  soon  discovered  the  rebels  to  tne  number  of  about  3,000 
>sted  on  a  plantation  above  the  town.  I  moved  up  with  the  Benton  to  support 
ir  small  force — not  more  than  500  men — ^in  its  gallant  attack,  and  effectively 
ied  tbe  battery  in  clearing  the  fields. 

The  enemy,  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  fied,  leaving  seven  prisoners  and  ten  cavalry 
>rBe3  in  our  possession.  Colonel  Woods  lost  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded. 
he  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  is  not  known,  but  numbers  of  horses  were  run- 
ing  over  the  fields  without  riders,  and  the  negroes  reported  his  loss  quite  hea^. 

From  Solivar  to  Helena,  where  we  arrived  this  morning,  we  did  not  succeed 
I  again  encountering  an  enemy.  The  troops  returned  in  good  spirit  and  health, 
htle  the  condition  of  the  sick  on  board  the  gunboats  was  not  injuriously  affected 
y  the  eleven  days'  cruise  below. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  L.  PHELPS, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Hag-Officer  Charles  H.  Davis.  ' 

Commanding  Naval  Forcee^  Western  Rivers. 


POTOMAC  FLOTILLA, 


LieutematU  Commanding  R,  JJ.  Wyman^s  report  of  the  sheUing  of  Freestone 

Painty  ifc. 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

.    Off  Matawoman  Creek,  December  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  this  morning  about  9^  o'clock^ 
seeing  the  enemy's  pickets,  three  camp  wagons,  and  a  mounted  officer  coming 
down  the  road  to  the  southward  of  Freestone  Point  and  halting  at  some  buildings 
HOOT  the  beach,  I  directed  the  steamers  Jacob  Bell  and  Anacostia  to  shell  and 
bum  the  buildings.  I  stood  in  with  this  vessel  as  far  as  her  draught  of  water  would 
admit  to  protect  them  in  event  of  the  enemy  bringing  a  field  battery  to  Freestone 
Point  Alter  shelling  the  buildings  and  hill,  and  driving  back  the  pickets.  Lieu- 
tenant  Commander  McCrae  landed  with  a  few  men  and  fired  four  houses,  whick 
have  since  burned  to  the  ground;  they  contained  sutlers'  stores,  flour,  &c.  As 
eighteen  hours  elapsed  before  the  fire  subsided,  I  judge  that  the  quantity  of  stores 
must  have  been  consumed.    The  enemy  fired  but  a  few  musket  shota. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  WYMAN,  V.  S.  N., 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon*  OiDBON  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Attack  on  Cockpit  battery  by  the  Anacostia  and  Yankee. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  January  3,  1862. 

Sib  ;  Judging  that  the  battery  on  Cockpit  Point  could  be  enfiladed,  and  wish- 
i<ig  to  obtain  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  works  in 
ibat  vicinity,  I  directed  the  Anacostia,  Ueuteiumt  Commanding  Badger,  with  the 
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Yankee,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Eastman,  to  stand  inside  Cockpit  Point  to  tbe 
northward  and  throw  their  shells  into  the  hattery.  In  this  ther  were  entirely  rac- 
cessfnl,  their  shells  falling  directly  in  the  battery,  those  of  the  Anacostia  liriti;! 
planted  with  the  most  admirable  precision.  The  guns  on  the  extreme  point  o!i 
the  battery  were  at  once  abandoned;  the  only  gnnis  which  the  enemy  cotild  %i 
any  time  bring  to  bear  were  an  80-ponnder  rm^  gun  and  a  rifled  12-poQndrT] 
Four  shots  were  fired  from  these  as  the  vessels  passed  inside  of  the  bktteryt  o&j 
of  which,  from  the  80-pounder  rifle,  passed  through  the  port  bow  of  the  Yanktti 
and  lodged  in  a  berth  on  the  8tarV>iud  side,  in  the  forecastle,  doing  no  daina^^ 
except  very  slightly  wounding  one  of  the  crew — ^Alexander  Mitchdl,  ordinri^ 
s^funan — by  a  piece  of  lead  from  the  shell  being  thrown  inboard,  over  the  n  'i 
On  the  enemy's  firing  its  fourth  shot,  a  9-inch  shell  from  the  Anaco^tia  an<i  ^ 
6-inch  siiell  from  the  Yankee  were  exploded  under  their  gun,  almost  simultaof^'d 
with  its  flash.  Their  gun  was  dismounted,  and  they  abandoned  the  battciy. 
After  firing  a  few  more  shell,  the  vessels  retired. 

On  Cockpit  Point  the  enemy  have  now  four  or  five  guns  in  battery.    Tm  J! 
heavy  gun  has  been  remounted  and  moved  to  the  northern  face  of  the  batt^rr, 
to  prevent  another  attempt  at  flanking  them.     A  breastwork  for  another  battcrr 
has  been  thrown  up,  which  will  entirely  protect  them  to  the  northward. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  WTMAX. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Potomac  FUttJk. 

Hon«  OiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  R,  H.  Wyman  of  the  ahandonmaU  iy  ^ 

rebeU  of  Cockpit  and  Shipping  Point  batteriet. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  March  9,  1862,  if^n. 

8is  :  The  informatiou  which  I  forwarded  to  yon  by  telegraph  is,  I  coi»idfr« 
confirmed.  The  Cockpit  and  Shipping  Point  batteries  have  tMien  abaii(lon<>^ 
They  have  been  shelled  .for  an  hour  without  reply.  The  enemy  have  eetfire 
to  everything  at  Shipping  Point,  and  frequent  explosions  give  evidence  d  tlt^ 
destruction  of  their  ammunition.  The  fires  an^  explosions  extend  »orae  dii- 
tanoe  back,  between  Cockpit  and  Shipping  Points.  The  Page  I  bdieve  to  lav? 
been  set  fire  to  and  blown  np. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  YmCAl^f 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Potomac  FUhlU- 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Lieutenant  R  JET.  Wyman*e  report  of  the  ehdJing  and  the  evacuation  of^^ 

batteriee  on  the  Potomac, 

Potomac  Flotilla,  March  11, 18^2.  , 

Sib  :  Having  received  information  on  the  9th  instant  that  the  coemf  «^ 
abandoning  the  line  of  the  Potomac,  after  making  a  recbmioisBance,  I S^^ 
the  schooner  Anaeostia,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Badger,  to  ehril  the  Cockpit 
battery,  and  found  it  deserted.    Small  parties  were  tbm  landed  firom  the  T^bt 
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wi  Aimc^stia.  Our  flag  was  raised  orer  the  works  and  tie  guns  (which  were 
>t  spiked)  spiked.  On  the  10th,  with  the  assistance  of  a  regiment  fVom  General 
looker's  division,  the  gnns  at  Cockpit  were  thrown  over  the  embankment,  the 
nn  baek  of  Evaneport  disabled,  and  some  of  the  ammunition  removed.  Im- 
ediaC^ly  on  the  enemy's  discovering  that  we  were  aware  of  their  evacuation, 
14*7  fired  everything  at  the  Evansport  Hktteries.  Many  of  their  magazines 
f re  blown  up ;  the  landing  parties  saved  some  by  removing  the  slow-matches 
od  trainB  of  powder.  The  gun  carriages  were  fired  and  rendered  useless.  The 
ons,  some  loaded  for  bursting,  exploded  aa  they  became  heated,  dismounting 
Mny ;  bat  those  which  have  burst  appear  to  me  to  have  burst  some*  time  since, 
''fry  large  quantities  of  shot  and  shell  have  been  found  in  the  magazines.  The 
nemy  appear  to  have  been  entirely  deficient  in  means  of  transportation ;  many 
^nts,  camp  fixtures,  and  clothes  were  left. 

Their  batteries  are  of  a  much  more  formidable  nature  than  I  had  supposed, 
ncl  great  labor  has  been  expended  in  their  construction.  The  country  round 
^  lined  with  rifie  pits,  and  breast  works  thrown  up  (but  no  guns  mounted)  on  a 
lill,  back,  commanding  the  rear  of  the  Shipping  Point  batteries.  The  guns  are 
f  the  best  description,  mostly  United  States  guns ;  one  an  English  rifie  gun. 
'Vom  the  direction  on  the  boxes  of  ammunition,  I  find  that  the  Evansport 
(arteries  were  commanded  by  Fredr.  Chartard,  formerly  a  commander  in  the 
Dnited  States  navy.  The  steamer  Page  was  blown  up  and  entirely  destroyed. 
I  am,  8ir,'^Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  WYMAN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 

Hon.  Gibbon  Wbllbs,    , 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  E,  P.  McCreaU  report  of  hie  proceedings  in  the 

Rappahannock, 

United  States  Steamer  Jacob  Bell, 

Rappahannock  River ^  April  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  telegram,  *'  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent," I  proceeded  at.  once  to  carry  out  the  instructions  therein  contained. 

The  expedition  was  composed  of  the  Jacob  Bdl,  Satellite,  Island  Bell,  Reso- 
lute, Rdianee,  and  Piedmontese.  The  Wyandank,  the  vessel  I  depended  on  so 
^Qch,  being  "  double  ended  "  and  9*inch  guns,  broke  her  crank  on  her  trip  from 
ihe  navy  yard,  so  I  was  compelled  to  leave  without  her.  We  entered  the  Bap- 
P<Uiannock  at  8.S0  p.  m.,  and  anchored  for  the  night  at  Garter's  creek,  about 
U^p.ni.  ^ 

I  was  anxious  to  obtain  a  pilot  from  the  river,  so  I  sent  on  shore  a  party  of 
men,  and  svurounded  several  houses,  hoping  to  secure  one,  but  fiiiled.  Fortunately, 
Actlog  Master  Street,  of  this  vessel,  knew  the  river  somewhat,  so  with  his 
f**ittaDee  and  the  charts,  I  concluded  to  go  up  as  far  as  Tappahannock  at  least, 
^  not  to  Frederi<^burg. 

Prom  two  brothers,  named  Lewis,  found  on  St.  Oeorge's  island,  I  learned  the 
following*  They  left  Fredericksburg  two  weeks  ago.  At  that  time  there  was 
30,000  troops  back  about  two  or  three  miles  from  Fredericksburg,  but  they  were 
eoBstantly  moving  southward ;  did  not  know  how  many  now. 
^^ort  Lowiy  was  the  only  fort  on  the  river ;  had  6  guns  mounted.  The  St. 
Nicholas,  Virginia,  and  Eureka  were  in  the  river ;  no  g^s  on  them.  (1  have 
"i^  learned  the  St  Nichoks  had  2.)  They  were  drawing  timber  to  build  gun- 
^'^^i  they  Inlended  to  sink  a  stone  boat  in  the  channel  about  Fort  Lowry. 
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About  four  weeks  ago  forty  Virginia  Tolnnteera  were  jnat  bdow  Fredeiieksfainr 
doing  ecottt  picket  dutj.  Ab  manj  aa  three  hundred  refueeea  are  in  the  womlj 
trying  to  get  across  the  Potomac,  from  thence  to  Maryland,  to  escape  dnftinf:. 
(I  would  nere  state  that  I  have  been  applied  to  by  several  Unioniata  on  tie 
Virginia  shore  of  the  Potomac  for  protection  and  allow  vesseb  to  load  tbeir  iU»ck 
and  bring  their  families  away.)  At  iHidnight  I  moved  up  to  Uibuui;  at  ^j- 
light  we  attempted  to  land,  but  were  met  by  a  volley  of  musketry  from  ih* 
enemy  concealed  in  a  rifle  pit,  perforating  the  boat,  but  injuring  no  one.  I 
spared  the  town,  notwithstanding,  seeing  women  and  children  haatening  to  sni 
fro,  but  shelled  the  rifle  pits ;  I  then  moved  on  to  the  eastom  ^'wharf  C.'' 
but  saw  nothing ;  at  meridian  passed  Fort  Lowry,  a  circular  fort,  mounting  fivr 

fans,  but  have  heard  they  had  eight  or  eleven,  one  heavy  rifle  gun.  On  tbf 
ill,  back  about  five  hundred  yards,  new  wooden  barracks  for  five  tlioasao<i 
men  had  just  been  finished,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  on  the  beach*  qoazten  f  «r 
three  thousand  more.  I  landed  three  boats'  crews  and  destroyed  aU ;  found  wioe 
muskets,  blankets,  and  medicines.  They  evidently  had  left  oa  our  approach,  u 
the  hospital  beds  were  left  in  a  state  as  just  vacated. 

I  went  up  then  to  Tappahannock.  I  fired  a  gun  and  hoisted  a  white  flag,  bo^ 
seeing  no  boats  for  the  authorities  to  come  in,  I  went  ashore  with  a  flag  d  trore 
mvself.  I  found  only  negroes  on  the  beach,  but  sent  for  the  authorities;  tbr^ 
white  men  came  down;  I  told  them  I  would  not  damage  their  town,  aikd  :o 
satisfy  the  women  and  aged  to  that  effect,  but  that  I  should  take  possessioo  •>:' 
the  town  until  I  left.  I  hoisted  the  American  flag  from  the  most  prominent 
public  building,  the  school-house. 

I  learned  from  these  gentlemen,  disloyal,  but  not  secessionists,  that  there  wfiv 
about  thirty  thousand  troops  at  Fredericksburg,  but  Dr.  Grordon  said  nhooi 
twenty  thousand,  and  that  they  were  constantly  moving;  one  regiment  was  i^i 
miles  this  side  of  Fredericksburg.  General  Longstreet  commanded  the  brigai^* 
at  Fort  Lowry.  No  troops  within  thirty  miles,  save  the  cavalry  pickets  fron  the 
company  at  Urbana.  No  gunboats  building  at  Fredericksburg,  they  belieTeii. 
I  heard  the  troops  from  Fort  Lowry  moved  away  one  week  ago. 

I  could  get  no  pilot,  or  I  should  have  gone  up  further.  At  this  point  tb< 
channel  is  two  fathoms  deep,  crooked,  and  varies,  and  I  could  not  devote  tb^ 
time  to  survey  and  pass  up.  I  heard  from  a  nc^ro  that  five  schooners  woe 
sunk  in  the  channel  seven  miles  this  side  of  Fredericksburg. 

There  is  no  obstructions  of  any  kind  in  the  channel  so  fiir.  Off  Fort  Lovrr 
the  light  ship  is  sunk,  though  her  masts  are  visible  still,  a  perfect  mark  in  ^J 
time.  Tappahannock  is  fifty  miles  from  Richmond,  and  the  same  frtxn  Fr^d- 
ericksburg  by  land ;  the  latter  seventy-five  miles  by  water ;  troops  can  be  luxie^ 
here  with  perfect  ease,  but  pilots  must  be  had. 

I  laid  off  Tappahannock  all  night,  hoping  I  might  secure  something  pa^stof: 
down;  at  daylight  I  was  rewarded  by  capturing  a  sloop  frosa  Fnnlericksbiui! 
with  shad,  oysters,  and  letters  containing  valuable  information.      *         *      ' 

I  immediately  got  underway  and  stood  down  the  river.  I  had  decided  not  v* 
go  to  Fredericksburg  frt>m  the  nature  of  the  river.  Hy  vessels  could  have  been 
sunk  by  rocks  and  stones  from  the  banks,  which  are  at  least  two  hundred  ^ 
high,  and  I  was  advised  not  to  go  by  a  man  at  Tappahannock,  who  said  he  g^^v 
me  the  intelligence  out  of  gratitude  for  sparing  the  town,  as  they  thought  I 
would  destroy  it  as  I  had  the  barradu,  &c.,  at  Fort  Lowry. 

The  men  from  the  captured  sloop  gave  way  in  their  little  boat  aa  soon  as  tbej 
saw  us  and  landed  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  river;  they  had  too  good  a  it&rt 
for  us  to  catch  them. 

I  captured  coming  down  the  river  two  aehooneia  from  out  a  creek,  (To- 
tousky  creek.) 

At  Union  wharf  I  saw  a  lot  of  men;  I  made  a  hurri^  landing  and  eapunv^ 
two  confederates  belonging  to  Captain  Jeffei»'s  company  and  Hardin's,  tb^y  vtn 
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po  in  camp  to  morrow ;  they  have  been  impresBed  and  would  stand  by  the 
lion  if  thej  dared,  bo  they  say;  being  in  uniform,  I  retained  them  as  prisoners. 
the  store  on  the  said  wharf  I  took  all  contraband  articles,  salt,  coffee,  Sec, 
d  scuttled  the  whiskey  and  rum;  the  feeling  is  Union,  if  they  could  be  protected. 
UeathsviUe  there  are  ninety  cavalry  without  arms  or  accoutrements  and  are 
TO  in  camp  to*morrow  at  3  p.  m.;  two  thirds  of  them  are  Wpressed  Unionists 
d  wish  to  be  captured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•     E.  P.  HcGREA. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Expedition, 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


J^-U 


tieuienamt  Commanding  R,  H,   Wyman^e  report  of  hit  proceedings  on  the 

Rappahannock, 

Flotilla,  Potomac  and  Eappahannocc, 

AprU  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  on  Sunday »  at  10  a.  m.,  having 
Kt  with  no  resistance  on  the  river,  and  no  hostile  act,  with  the  exception  of  a 
ew  shots  fired  by  pickets.  I  found  that  Fredericksburg  had  been  surrendered 
0  the  land  forces  of  the  United  States  on  the  day  before,  the  rebels  having 
lostrnycd  the  bridges,  burned  the  two  steamers,  Virginia  and  St.  Nicholas,  and 
ibout  forty  schooners  belonging  to  private  individuals,  as  also  large  quantities 
>f  com  and  grain. 

There  is  no  obstruction  on  the  Rappahannock  river  to  within  about  seven 
mitt^  of  Fredericksburg ;  there  several  schooners,  loaded  with  stone,  are  sunk 
across  the  channel.  On  soundine  I  found  a  channel  to  admit  of  the  passage  of 
two  of  the  lighter  steamers,  with  which  I  went  on  to  the  city.  On  a  further 
examination  of  this  channel,  I  find  that  most  of  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla  could 
be  taken  past  the  "  bulkhead"  on  high  water. 

There  are  two  breastworks  for,  guns  thrown  up  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
riv<»r— one  at  Lowry  Point,  the  other  just  above  the  "  bulkhead,"  about  seven 
mileg  from  the  city.    At  present  there  are  no  guns  mounted  on  them. 

I  have  given  those  with  whom  I  have  communicated  to'  understand  that  they 
^ill  not  be  molested  while  pursuing  their  peaceful  vocations.  They  seem  to 
hive  anticipated  harsh  treatment,  and  I  think  that  this  expedition  will  conduce 
to  a  hotter  feeling  on  their  part.  Those  who  have  been  prominent  in  rebellion 
ftn*  i^aid  to  have  left  for  Richmond.  I  enclose  a  list  of  captures  made,  a  full  list 
^  which  I^ave  trantRnitted  to  the  judge  of  the  district  in  Washington.  One 
steamer,  named  the  Roundout,  I  have  retained  (subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
<)^partment)  in  this  river.  She  is  almost  worthless,  but  may  be  made  useful  for 
Sluing  wood,  water,  &c.,  for  the  flotilla. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  B.  H.  WYMAN, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Fiotitta. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wrllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Flotilla,  Potomac  and  Bapfahannock, 

Apnl  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  veBBelB  captured  bj  thk  flotilla  on  tk 
Rappahannock  liyer  and  its  creeks : 

Steam  propeller  Eareka,  of  Georgetown.  Cargo,  30  pounds  cotton  warp;  2  Ugi 
cotton ;  a  sides  leather ;  9  plows ;  24  shears. 

Schooner  Monterey,  of  1  appahannock.     Sails,  icc^  complete.    No  cargo. 

Schooner  Lookout,  of  Baltimore.  Sails,  rigging,  &c.,  complete.  Gaigo,  coib 
for  confederate  government. 

Schooner  Sarah  Ann,  of  Newbem.  Sails,  &C.,  complete.  Cargo,  eon. 
Abandoned. 

Schooner  Sydnej  Jones,  of  Baltimore.  Sails,  ftimiture,  &c,  complete,  ^'o 
cargo.    Abandoned. 

Sloop  Reindeer,  of  Tappahannock.  Sails,  &c.,  complete.  No  cargo.  AW 
doned. 

Schooner  Falchon,  of  TappAhonnock.  Sails,  &c,  complete.  No  carg». 
Abandoned. 

Schooner  Sea  Flower.  Abandohed ;  secreted  in  a  creek,  and  mhsts  cut  swzj 
to  prevent  detection.  Cargo,  4  barrels  bone  dust;  5,400  pounds  copperas;  &•  ■ 
pounds  saltpetre ;  20  pounds  indigo ;  672  pounds  carbonate  soda ;  600  pocB .« 
alum ;  2  small  compasses ;  60  pounds  shoe  thread ;  40  pounds  shoc^  xhr^^'-.l 
colored ;  176  gallons  castor  oil ;  8  gross  essence  coffee;  4  dozen  cans  soliiiitru 
Ije ;  2  large  cases  of  assorted  dry  goods,  cloths,  hosiery,  and  notions. 

Steamer  Roundout,  side  wheel.     No  cargo. 

No  papers  were  found  in  any  of  the  above-mentioned  vessels. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  WYMAN, 
lAeutenamt  Commanding  Fl4fHila, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Reporti  of  the  examination  of  Moh  Jack  hay  and  Piankatank  river,  by  LitM- 

tenants  Badger  and  Magaw, 

Flotilla,  Potomac  and  Rappahannock, 

May  8, 1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieuteoaot  Com- 
manding  Badger,  steamer  Anacostia,  and  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Maga*t 
steamer  Freedom,  of  their  examination  of  Mob  Jack  bay  and  the  FiankuUtik 
river.  I  have  since  learned  that  the  light-boat  tak^i  from  Windmill  Poiu(  .«pii 
is  anchored  inside  Gwinu's  island,  and  have  some  clue  to  where  Uie  ligbti^^ 
apparatuses.  These  I  shall  make  every  effort  to  obtain.  I  have  fm»^  '^ 
necessaiy  to  take  and  destroy  all  vessels  and  boats  of  any  sise  on  the  Bapp^- 
hannock,  as  they  were  being  used  to  cross  men  from  the  peninsula,  snd  1  ^ 
convinced  that  there  is  hardly  a  man  with  Union  sentiments  on  the  soathoin 
bank  of  the  river.  It  is  now  rumored  among  the  negroes  that  the  eo^my  wtim 
placing  batteries  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  the  points  selected  have  bees 
pointed  out  by  them ;  but  as  yet  no  step  has  been  taken  towards  it  Sbooi^i 
they  do  so,  I  think  it  will  be  merely  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  a  cfl>a^iI*^ 
neai-ly  oppo^^ite  the  Brisco  mines,  from  which  point  a  field  battery  coaM  ^ 
brought  to  command  entirely  their  position*  (selected  by  report)  The  riw  » 
BO  narrow  above  Tappahannock  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for  vamek  w 


nePOBT  OF  THE  fiBOSETABT  OF   THE  HAYT.  671 

t  against  even  a  field  batteiy.    At  present  there  are  bnt  a  few  pickets  on  the 
ithem  bank  of  the  riyer»  and  thej  generallj  keep  well  out  of  range. 
I  am»  sir,  Tery  respectfaUj,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  WYMAN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Flotilla* 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Unitbd  States  Stbambr  Anacostia, 
^iFlotUla  of  Potomac  and  Rappahannock,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  ex* 
omed  Mob  Jack  baj,  and  the  creeks  and  rivers  connected  therewith,  as  far  as 
racticable  without  a  pilot. 

I  took  the  Anacostia  a  short  distance  np  the  Severn,  Ware,  and  North  rivers ; 
i  each  we  saw  some  schooners  on  shore  without  sails,  having  the  appearance  of 
i^ing  some  time  out  of  use.  Some  distance  up  the  Severn  there  is  a  schooner 
I  gciod  order,  moored  close  under  the  bank,  no  doubt  well  protected  bj  the 
ickets  of  the  enemy,  as  it  is  but  a  short  distance  from  Gloucester  Point.  To 
onetrate  this  river  we  should  be  supplied  with  a  pilot,  and  at  least  three  steam* 
rr.    No  doubt  we  should  have  to  contend  with  field  artillery. 

1  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  small  steamer  should  be  stationed  in  Mob  Jack 
ay,  as  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  access  to  it  for  contraband  trade  or  for  other. 
urpo^es.  The  steamer  in  the  bay  might  also  occasionally  take  a  cruise  up  as 
ir  afl  the  mouth  of  Piankatank  at  night. 

^  I  observe  that  vessels  frequently  anchor  in  the  Chesapeake  bay  near  the 
Tirgiuia  shore,  and  boats  we  know  cross  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  shore. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  dec, 

0.  L.  BADGER, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Lieut  Commanding  R.  H.  Wvman, 

Co&nmanding  Flotilla  of  Potomac  and  Rappahannock, 


TT.^iTBD  States  Stbamee  Freeborn, 

Piankatank,  Virginia,  April  29, 1862. 

StR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  ex- 
imiocd  the  Piankatank  river,  and  found,  about  twenty  mUes  up,  three  schooners 
'buttled  On  our  return,  with  the  Island  Belle  and  prize-steamer  Eureka,  we 
^^^  attacked  by  a  battery  of  light  artillery  from  a  bluff  and  thicket.  No  dam- 
^  was  done  us  by  the  enemy  of  any  importance.  Our  rifles  prevented  them 
^roiQ  loading  and  discharging  rapidly.  Proceeding  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile 
^lov  the  point  of  attack,  we  stopped  and  shelled  out  the  party,  firing  some 
shells  iuto  the  woods  without  a  response.  Upon  reaching'  Fishing  bay  I  found 
tue  Freeborn,  Master's  Mate  Brice  in  charge,  had  been  attacked  during  my  ab- 
'^Qce,  and  had  shelled  the  enemy  until  they  ceased  firing. 

Tb;  Island  Belle  received  two  rifle  shells  and  some  musket  balls.  The  Eureka 
i^'ccived  three  rifle  shells ;  one  through  her  pilot  house,  one  through  her  smoke- 
^^k,  and  one  on  her  after  deck,  cutting  away  the  steering  gear.  I  am  pleased 
to  8aj  Acting  Master  Harris,  Master's  Mate  Newton,  and  Third  Assistant  En- 
pncer  Magaw,  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  gallantry.  The  pilot  of  the 
^r^t'bom,  Mr.  Hardin,  and  Peter  Nash,  seaman,  were  slightly  wounded,  but 
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both  arc  now  on  duty.    The  Eureke  has  been  repaired;  in  fact,  her  cfficKocj 
wasi  not  impaired  for  more  than  fifteen  minutes. 

Yours,  faithfully, 

SAMUEL  MAGAW, 

Lieutenant  Commandimg. 
Commodore  Wyman, 

(Commanding  Flotilla. 


United  States  Strambb  Frkrbor:v, 

Piankatank  Rieer,  April  29,  ISC2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUoifiing  report  of  the  attack  of  tk 
enemy  upon  this  vessel  during  your  absence  up  the  Piankatank  river  on  a  r- 
connoissancc  of  29th  instant. 

While  lying  at  anchor  in  the  same  position  you  loft  me  in  the  morning,  tk 
enemy  opened  fire  upon  us  from  a  masked  battery  of  three  or  more  gun»,  rifleii 
situated  on  an  elevated  position  of  five  or  six  hundred  yards  distant.  I  imiw- 
diately  got  under  way,  and  returned  their  fire  with  such  accuracy  ajs  to  ^ilcu)e 
their  guns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  S.  BEICE,  Master's  Mate. 
lieutenant  Samuel  Maoaw, 

Commanding  Freeborn. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Lieutenant    Commanding    Trenehard'^s  report  of  (he  rapture  of  tk^  Ef::-  'i 

sc/iooncr  lUehard  O'Bryany  July  10,  1^02. 

United  Statks  Stkamfr  HiionR  Tslam>. 

OjfXeic  Orhanx,  July  10.  X^^t 

Siu:  I  havo  tho  honor  to  inform  the  dopaitmcnt  that  on  4lit;  moniini:  ■>!  -^ ;'" 
4,  nil  tlic  jMssa^e  of  this  vci?:»cl  from  Vrhisco  to  (.Talvi'>inii.  Trxa.-*.  ha\  ii'i:  t:;.- 
n  schooner  some  seven  niih's  to  ea!?tward  of  i^an  Louis  Pass,  wliich  a:  ilr-:  -  .* 
supposed  to  he  the  Kaeliel  8eninan,  tlie  hhickadin^  vessel  (»f!'  tint  pi  u'r-.  v  i 
f«»r  her.  8oon  afterward  she  came  to  anchor  ahout  half  a  mile  fruni  tht-  ':-  ./" 
l-p(»n  the  a|)proach  of  the  lihode  L**land  the  schooner  ^.»t  under  wav  .m.l  •  .• 
run  r)ti  shore. 

The  position  poemod  to  have  been  selected  with  sjm rial  can*,  as  tin  cr  * 
abreast  the  place  where  she  stranded  was  somewhat  hi|j:hrr  and  c«»v-  r.^i  -a  -i 
thick  brushwood,  jiresentin^  a  phice  tavorahle  i\)r  an  amluisc  i-le.  Cival-x  i  -« 
near  it,  and  others  lurking;  hy.  A  few  shells  thrown  in  the  dlrec!:-::  " :'  i- - 
spot  caused  a  hasty  retreat  of  the  cavalry. 

The  steam<T  was  brou'cht  to  anchor  neaV  the  shon-,  and  Actin;r  ^It^*..  r  I'  :■ 
nell  directed   to  take  charp*  of  an  expediti<m  comp..t»rd  t.f  the  ti;-t    «•■:•■:..  \ 
t\v.»  Mu.iller  hiiats.  in  charp*  «)f  Assistant  Paymaster  l).)U-!ass  and  A.i:  ..-' 
Kn;rin(-er  McCutchen,  resjiectively,  .nid  despatched  to  tie-  seliH.ii,  r.  \% ;'.  :      " 
tions  if  ^he  cMild   he  got  off  tr)   inionn  nu*  at  once,  hut  if  oth.-rw  i*.-.  r-  ■ 
such   j.orjions  of  the  carjro  as  the   hoats  nii*;ht  carry,  then   fin-  :!:■•   \    -- 
return.     'J'hr.  hoats  succeeded,  under  cover  of  our  pins,  in  lan.lin;:  niri.    ;•      • 
ojjposition.      L'pon  overhauling,'  the  schooner  it  was  f.mnd  that   ^il.•  wx-    •■  ."  ^ 
and  ahaudouiid,  anOi  iLtvjmWi  ^t^Y^x^  Avi  ^t^v^^hI  to  be  ibe  En^H.-h  -ili-' 
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eliard  O'Bryan,  from  Jamaica,  cleared  for  Matamoras,  with  an  aseorted  cargo» 
long  which  was  a  large  amount  ^f  drags. 

^l^he  instructionB  given  to  Acting  Master  PenneU  were  promptly  carried  out, 
A  the  boats  retunied,  bringing  with  them  a  lai^  quantity  oi^  valuable  medi- 
De8,  and  such  articles  as  the  Doats  might  stow.  A  heavy  squall  coming  up, 
id  the  surf  increasing,  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  make  another  trip  with 
e  boats  to  the  vessel,  and  she  was  fired. 

Another  schooner  within  the  sound,  separated  from  us  by  a  narrow  strip  of 
i\fl,  which  appeared  to  have  been  engaged  in  receiving  the  cargo  of  the 
'Hryan,  got  under  way  upon  our  approach,  and  stood  for  San  Louis,  and  soon 
'ter  grounding  was  abandoned  by  her  crew. 

The  weather  having  moderated,  I  directed  the  steamer  to  be  got  under  way 
id  wc  took  up  a  position  directly  ahreast  of  the  inside  schooner,  with  a  hope 
f  being  able  to  fire  her  with  our  shells ;  but  failing  in  this,  and  discovering,  as 
had  supposed,  a  very  narrow  pass,  I  directed  Acting  Master  Pennell  to  re- 
rgTiinize  his  expedition,  taking  with  him  a  light  metallic  boat,  to  proceed  on 
liore,  and  if  the  "neck"  of  land  proved  to  he  no  wider  than  it  appeared,  (fifty 
anld,)  to  haul  the  boat  over,  pull  to  the  schooner,  then  fire  her,  and  return, 
lio  boats  landed,  under  cover  of  our  guns,  without  difficulty,  and  the  party, 
K*aring  our  flag,  waving  proudly  over  Texan  soil,  proceeded  to  make  the  neces- 
ary  reconnoissance. 

The  cavalry  which  had  returned  to  the  burning  schooner  after  we  had  left  her, 
li:&covering  our  men  upon  the  shore,  advanced  towards  them,  but  a  few  well- 
liri'cted  shells  drove  them  back.  A  still  larger  body  from  the  opposite  direction 
low  advanced  rapidly  toward  our  men ;  a  shell  fired  toward  them  caused  a 
v^-mporary  halt,  and  on  they  sprang,  certain  of  their  prey,  when  a  few  more 
•JitL-llfir  from  our  well-served  guns  caused  a  speedy  retreat. 

Tiie  necessary  examination  was  made,xand  the  distance  across  the  ''neck" 
[>eiug  much  greater  than  anticipated,  nearly  a  mile  instead  of  a  few  yards,  the 
pUn  was  considered  impracticable,  and  had,  with  great  reluctance,  to  be  abah- 
ioued,  and  the  boats  returned  in  good  order  to  the  ship. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Acting  Master  Pennell,  and  tlie  officers  and  men  accom- 
p.\uying  him  for  their  promptness  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  given  him. 

The  "O'Bryan"  had  been  boarded  a  few  days  before  by  the  steamers 
**Hattcras"  and  "De  Soto"  and  the  schooner  ''Samuel  Houston,"  and  warned 
off. 

Acting  Master  Pennell  reports  that  from  appearances  he  should  judge  that 
about  half  the  "O'Bryan's"  cargo  had  been  landed. 

The  papers  found  on  board  the  schooner  will  be  forwarded  to  the  judge  of  the 
<listnct  court  at  Boston,  and  that  portion  of  the  cargo  saved  carried  to  that  place 
lu  this  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  D.  TRENCHARD, 

Lieutenctnt  Commanding, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Acting  Master  C.  H.  Danieh^M  report  of  naval  battery  taken  hykimto  Haryfi 

Ferry  in  May,  1862. 

United  States  Xavv  Yabd, 

Washington,  June  b,  lS*:i 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report. 

In  obedience  to  yoar  order  of  Sunday,  the  25th  ultimo,  I  a^samed  comii^r 
of  the  "naval  battery/'  consisting  of  six  naval  howitzers  and  one  moe-:-!-! 
Dahlgren  shell  gun,  and  proceeded  per  railipad  to  Harper's  Ferry.    I  arriv* 
there  with  my  command  about  seven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  inuDoil:):' '; 
reported  to  General  Saxton,  the  commanding  officer  at  thai  place.     In  oMi«  '• 
to  his  orders,  I  proceeded  to  disembark  my  battery.     The  howitzers  were  qnic k; j 
disembarked  and  ready  for  service,  but  the  large  gun  could  not  he  fom-.') 
handled ;  weighing  nearly  four  tons,  it  required  much  more  time  and  troul  !■  - 
disembark  it  from  the  car.     I  at  last  succeeded  in  "parbuckling"  it  over  tli^  >.'.v 
and  securing  it  to  the  large  truck  used  for  trauFportation.    Fourteen  Iit- 
from  the  Ist  New  York  battery,  were  now  attached,  and  succeeded  in  dr.^'^ 
the  gun  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  road ;  four  more  horses  were  here  adil'"<i.  ki 
were  unable  to  move  the  gun  up  the  mountain. 

Finding  it  useless  to  try  and  make  the  horses  pull  the  gun  un  this  roi'l.  -  i 
hearing  of  another  some  five  miles  around,  I  went  over  the  road,  and  fiuiiii.  i 
much  better,  determined  to  take  the  gun  up  by  this  new  avenue  of  appr»«n^  • ' 
hand.  With  the  assistance  of  three  regiments,  with  the  proper  tackling  atun  •• , 
I  hauled  the  gim  to  the  position  assigned  to  it,  (which  is  2,000  feet  nliory  tl-i 
level  of  the  sea.)  The  gun  was  now  placed  in  "battery,"  and  soonroadep  •; 
for  action. 

My  light  howitzers  were  dragged  up  the  mountain  road  by  hand,  and  jl  • 
in  position  to  protect  my  rear,  the  position  being  such  that  they  could  W  d-'* 
Available  at  any  moment  for  an  attack  upon  the  front. 

Thursday  morning  an  addition  was  made  to  my  battery  of  two  gnus.  "•" 
nine-inch,  the  other  a  fifty-pound  Dahlgren.     After  almost  insurraouutallf  ■• 
ficulties,  which  were  happUy  overcome  by  persevering  efforts,  I  succtt^'*^  ' 
placing  them  in  their  proper  positions  on  the  heights. 

My  whole  battery,  now  commanding  the  valleys  of  the  Shonandoab  ibJT^ 
tomac  rivers,  as  also  the  heights  of  Loudon  and  Bolivar,  was  now  rcadr/urs^; 
emergency. 

On  Friday  evening,  in  obedience  to  General  Snxton's  orders,  I  opened  b. 
battery  on  Bolivar  hdghts  where  the  enemy  was  supposed  to  be  in  stronj:  i' •'^'*- 
After  an  action  of  an  hour's  duration,  duiing  which  time  I  expended  t«'''ij 
five  shells,  ten  shrapnel,  and  fifteen  ritie  shot,  the  enemy  retired,  leiviu*:  f^ 
forces  in  possession  of  the  heights. 

On  Saturday,  June  7,  in  obedience  to  orders  received,  I  turned  over  i"-' 
army  my  two  nine-inch  guns  and  the  fifty -pound  rifle,  receiving  a  reccipi  t  ?  - 
same;  with  the  remainder  of  my  guns,  ana  with  the  nine-inch  gun  at  "IW'*' 
Hocks,"  I  returned  to  this  yard,  where  I  arrived  and  reported  Saturday  fV'«'^' 

Of  my  whole  command  I  can  but  speak  in  the  highest  terms  during  ^*- '-' 
tire  siege. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  DANIELS, 
United  States  Navy,  Commanding  Ea^^^r 

Captain  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  J>.  C 


REPORTS  OF  HEADS  OF  BUREAUS- 


ist  of  deathi  in  the  navy^  a*  ascertained  at  the  department^  since  December 

h  1861. 


Name  iDd  rank. 


eor^e  O.  Read.... 
Li  A.  F.  Lavalette. 


OoauiuxmUt* 


arrett  J.  Pendetgrast. 
Oaptauu, 


hilip  P.  Yoorhees. 

ohD  Percival .. 

'riah  P  Levy 

kMBael  liercer  .... 

Viiliam  L.  Hadsoa 


Covmandtts, 

tunoel  W.  Le  Compte 

lenryC.  Flagg 

Uchard  Waiowright .. 
TraQclB  Winslo w 


LumJemmt  eommtoider. 


ruiiAin  Nebon< 


LUutenanU. 


»tnw1  Marcy...... 

'(weph  B.  Smith 

'oho  0.  Sprwton... 
Otnrge  u.  Blodgett. 

C'hiirles  H.  Swasey.. 


Surgeons, 

S*mnel  Barrfngtoa , 

Charles  H.  Wheelwright. 


Auutant  surgeons. 


^liiam  Howell... 
William  B.  GibBon 


PagmmUrt, 


Ffwicis  A.  Thornton. 
Joseph  B.  Oliphant  ., 
"5vl  I).  Slamm 


Ang.  22, 1862 
Nov.  18, 1862 


Nov.  7,1862 


Feb.  26,1862 
Sept  17, 1862 
Mar.  22,1862 
Mar.  6, 1862 
Oct  16,1862 


Jan.  28,1862 
Aug.  23,1862 
Aug.  10, 1862 
Aug.  26, 1862 


Sept  29, 1862 


Jan.  29,1862 
Mar.  8, 1862 
June  8, 1862 
Not.  6, 1862 
Oct   4, 1862 


Sept  4,1862 
July  30, 1862 


July  26,1862 
Nov.  8,1862 


Mar.  19,1862 
Sept  1,1862 


Place. 


Philadelphi 
Philadelphi 


Philadelphia. 


Annapolis,  Maryland. 
Dorchester,  MuBachnsetts. 
New  York. 
Brooklyn,  New  York. 
Brooklyn,  New  York. 


Cambridge,  Maryland. 
Jamestown,  New  York. 
Off  New  Orleans. 
On  board  the  B.  B.  Cnyler. 


Louisville,  Kentncky. 


On  board  the  Vincennes. 
On  board  the  Congress. 
Mayport  Mills,  Florida. 
Mississippi  squadron. 
On  board  the  Sciota. 


Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
Ship  Island. 


New  York. 

On  lx)ard  steamer  Connecticut. 


Baltimore,  Biaryland. 
Key  West,  Florida. 
Marmaroneck,  New  York. 
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List  of  deaths  in  the  navy,  ^.-^-Contmued. 


Name  tnd  rank. 


AuiMaiU  poymatltn* 


James  8.  Tnrnball 

Charles  E.  Hammond 

George  F.  Hall 


Chaplain. 
John  L.  Lenhart..... 


mirft/iyfwot. 


John  K.  Carrotheni 
John  B.  Bradley... 
John  Andenon.... 


Swtud  atiiiUini  §aywur% 
Joseph  L.  Batler...... 


l^ird  attiatofd  ingmeov. 


Lewis  A.  Harerlj... 
James  M.  Benckert . 
William  H.  Gamble. 
Frederick  Dobbs 


William  lAxerj  ..... 
Outmen, 


John  Hyrick.... 
Jared  D.  Boorom 


Qtrpeatin, 


John  0.  Butler. 
James  Krim.  ., 


William  W.  Bossell 


Pint  UeutenaiUf  marine  eorp9. 
Henry  B.Hotf 

StBond  UeuiautHtt  marine  eofpe. 
George  Heisler 

xfaval  MtortKBfptTm 
James  Irwin ••..... ......... 


Date. 


Feb.  13,1862 
Feb.  27,1862 
Sept.    2,1862 


Mar.     8, 1862 


Dec.  23,1861 
April  24, 1862 
do 


Sept.  14, 1862 


Aug.  29, 1862 
June  28, 1862 
Aug.  26,1862 
April  29, 1862 


Dec  31,1861 


S^pt  17,1862 
May   15,1862 


Sept.  29, 1862 
Sept.    1, 1862 


Oct.    31,1862 


Aug.  17, 1862 


July  12,1862 


Not.  27, 1862 


Place. 


Cedar  Keys,  Florida. 
On  board  the  Sciota. 
Key  West,  Florida. 


On  board  the  Cnmbcrland. 


On  board  the  Btcfaraond. 
Below  New  Orleans. 


Naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  Vir^mia. 
On  board  the  Itasca. 
Pensacola,  Florida. 
Williamsburg,  New  York. 


Philadelph 


Marmaroneck,  New  York. 
Ward's  Bluff,  James  river. 


On  board  the  Michigan. 
Key  West,  Florida. 


Washington,  D.C. 


On  board  the  Laocsster. 


Memphis,  Tennessee. 


Philadelphia. 
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LiH  of  redgnationa  in  the  navy  since  December  1,  1861. 


Name  and  rank. 


Mepb  D.  Blake.. 
aUiam  a.  Hay.. 


AauUuU  turffeoH, 
bhn  Homans,  jr.... 


Adm^  tmdsfigmen. 


UfredF.  Brady 

raiiam  A.  Duer 

[hoznaa  L.  Morris 

QsculapiuB  Backmaster.... 
Dharles  H.  Brantlogham... 

rhomaa  B.  Brooks 

GeoTReF.  Hyam  .... 

Franklin  8.  Cantrell 

Dankl  W.  Davies 

JnhnC.  Doughty 

William  D.  Groves i 

Henry  F.  Stmse 

William  A.  Doliver 

Bobert  W.  Alexander 

Jamc«  B.  Baker 

William  Bobinson 

William  H.  Smith 

Juniua  D.  Crabb 

Francis  O.  Blake 

William  H  Dunn 

William  H.  Webb 

Mfted  S.  NeirUn 

Oeor^e  H.  Langhton. 

Peter  V.  Boaaing 

Oeorge  J.  Richardson 

William  A.  Hess 

Amariah  H.  Hicks 

^vardD.  Breed 

^i^unuel  C.  BackiDgham 

Korm  P.  Stockwell 

Arnold  H.  Dohrman.  ...... 

William  HMott 

Henry  W.  Golden 


Date  of  resig- 
nation. 


Feb.      6, 1862 


Feb.    18,1862 


Sept.    17,1862 


Jan. 


Feb. 
Feb. 


25, 1862 

.do- 

16, 1862 

25, 1862 

.do 


Mar. 


.do...... 

12, 1862 
.do 


.do 

.do...... 

.do 

do 


.do 

do 

.do 

.do 


April  1, 1862 
....•do..... 
April  14.1862 


April 

May 

June 


4, 1862 
17, 1862 
10, 1862 
do 


Jane 


June 
June 
July 


13, 1862 
do 

18, 1862 

26, 1862 

1, 1862 

do 


.do. 
.do. 
do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Name  and  rank. 


Admg  mieUiqmen — Cont'd. 


William  B.  McMichael. 
Peter  V.  Hasken  ..... 

Joseph  L.  Bay........ 

Edward  Bodman..... 

Henry  0.  Proctor .. 

Lewis  M.  Albright... 
Walters.  Johns..... < 

Edward  P.  Nellis 

George  H.  Chapman  .. 
Samuel  B.  Whitall  ... 

Arthur  P.  Selby 

Edgar  A.  Decamp  .... 


Ouimen, 

Charles  L.  Duncan.. 
Charles  De  Bevoise. 


(hrpewlen. 

David  M.  W.  Nash  . . 
James  H.  Cariey  .  ... 
Washington  Duckett. 


Date  of  resig- 
nation. 


July       1, 1862 
do... 


......do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

.  .  .  .  .  .CLO..  .. 

......do.... 

......do.... 

do,... 


Urd  am^anl  efupneer, 
Edward  Mars  ......... 


Stooni  auitUnd  engmoen. 


William  Frick,  jr 

Charles  A.  Chipley — .... 
William  A.  R.  Latimer... 

Third  atadaiU  enginterB, 


F.A.  B.  George 

William  C.  Starr  .. 

L.  L.  Olmsted 

Sebastian  Crolios.  . 
Augustus  Mitchell. 
Thftddeus  S.  Smith. 

Joseph  Mercer 

Conrad  J.  Cooper. . 


Aug.    12,1862 
Oct     25,1862 


Aug.    12.1862 
Nov.    15, 1862 


Feb.  15,1862 
Sept  25,1862 
May     28, 1862 


Febu     11, 1862 


April  12,1862 
April  9, 1862 
Aug.    26,1862 


Aug. 

May 

Sept. 

Aug. 

May 

July 

May 

July 


13, 1862 

28, 1862 

22, 1862 

IS, 1862 

1, 1862 

8, 1862 

1, 1862 

18, 1862 
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List  of  dumiisaU  in  the  navy  since  December  1,  1861. 


Name  and  rank. 


Date    of  difl. 
minal. 


CbfwiMnacr. 


George  H.  Preble. . 
LtaUenanit, 


jQllen  Myers .  ........ 

Alexander  M.  De  Bree — .. 

Dulaney  A.  Forrest .... 

William  T.  Glassell 

Nicholas  H.  VanZandt 

John  Henry  Parker  .  . .  . 

James  J.  Waddell 

Bobert  11.  McArann. ...... 


Asnttant  surgeon*. 


James  W.  Hertj . . . 
Osbom  S.  Iglehart. 

Pjymattirs» 


Benjamin  F.  Gallaher 
Granville  T.  Pierce... 


AeUnff  midMk^fmen, 


Francis D.  Campbell...... 

Franklin  Y.  Commager.... 

Charles H.  Poor,  jr........ 

John  A.  Hopkins .... 

William  B.  Hunter 

James  E.  Whi twell ....... 

Julius  N.  Beemer ...... 

John  C.  Conner  ..... 

Edwin  S.  Fowie 


Sept.   20,1862 


Dec. 


6, 1861 

.do 

do 


Dec. 
Jan. 


Jan. 


Dec 
Jan. 


do 

24,1861 

18, 1862 

.do 

22, 1862 


17. 1861 

28. 1862 


Aug,   22,1862 
Sept.     4, 1862 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
April 


6,1861 

28. 1861 

25. 1862 
20, 1862 
14, 1862 
do...... 

do 


July 


15, 1862 
.do 


Name  and  rank. 


Acting  midahipmen — Cont'd. 


Date  of   ^ 


Frederick  H.  Freeman. 

George  W.  Wood 

Henry  B.  Bumsey 

Fnxlerick  J.  Naile.... 


Fint  amdamt  engineer. 


William  P.  De  Sanno 


William  Dunlap  Park  . 
WlUiam  H.  Habirehaw 


John  P.  Green 


J.  C.  Myers............. 

Charles  H.  Hatfield 

Joseph  Shankland ... 


Chnmeru 


William  Ward  ... 
Leonard  K.  Ellis  . 
Charles  Seymour. 
Otis  H.  Gilmore.. 
Samuel  Cross  .... 
John  Duncan  .... 
William  Summers 
William  Yates  ... 
G.  H.  Brcoks 


Oct  4.  l?ri 
Nor.  V^AM 
do 

......do...... 


Mar.    19J?« 


Feb.     17,1m:! 

Feb.  6, 1>5**. 
(App'trewkftl' 

Mar.  him, 
(App'treroked.) 


Dec  13, 18C! 
Jan.  4,  IS^ 
Sept.    20,18?: 


Jan.  4, 
Feb.  11. 
April  25, 
May  7. 
Sept.  10, 
Sept  22. 
Sept.  30, 
do.. 


1$S! 
bit 

mi 


Nov.    29,1?«J 
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THE  NAVAL  ACADEMY. 

United  Statics  Naval  Academy, 

Neioport,  R,  L,  June  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  board  of  officers  appointed  to  witness  the  examination  of  the  sev- 
ral  classes  of  acting  roidshipmen  at  the  Naval  Academy,  and  to  examine  into 
be  statft  of  the  police,  discipline,  and  general  management  of  the  institution, 
•egs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

On  assembiing,  the  board  found  that  the  examination  of  the  seeond  class,  the 
»ghest  now  at  the  institution,  was  nearly  ended;  but  requesting  it,  members  of 
c  were  re-examined,  so  that  an  opinion  might  be  formed  as  to  the  extent  and 
rhjUHCter  of  the  attainments  of  the  elaae.  The  board  also  witnessed  the  exami- 
lation  of  the  other  classes. 

In  view  of  the  untoward  circumstances  connected  with  the  removal  from  An-, 
napolis,  and  the  necessity  of  occupying  a  building  previously  used  as  a  hotel,  in 
the  centre  of  the  city,  without  any  enclosure  to  separate  the  students  from  the 
community,  and  as  the  limited  capacity  of  this  building  rendered  it  necessary 
that  most  of  the  students  should  be  quartered  on  board  of  the  Constitution,  the 
board  was  not  prepared  to  see  the  institution  in  the  same  condition,  substantially, 
a;*  that  in  whicn  it  was  before  the  removal.  In  this,  however,  it  has  been  agree- 
ably disappointed. 

POLICE  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

Although  the  superintendent  has  labored  under  many  disadvantages,  the 
police  and  discipline  were,  perhaps,  never  better  than  at  this  time.  The  com- 
biimtion  of  parental  authority  with  military  discipline  appears  to  be  admirably 
adapted  to  the  condition  of  students  in  an  institution  such  as  this,  in  whicn 
TouQg  men  axe  trained  at  the  public  expense,  for  future  usefulness  in  the  navy. 
Tliero  is  no  appearance  of  injury  to  the  police  or  discipline  of  the  establishment, 
though  surrounded  by  the  town  and  not  separated  therefrom  by  an  enclosure. 

The  board,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  modes  of  punishment  authorized 
b}'  the  regulations  of  the  academy,  and  upon  an  inspection  of  the  records  of  the 
(superintendent's  office  relating  thereto,  is  fully  satisfied  that  in  the  performance 
^f  the  important  duties  connected  therewith,  the  superintendent  has  evinced 
JQdgment  and  discretion,  for  which,  as  well  as  for  the  general  condition  of  the 
iai^tittttiont  And  the  police  and  discipline  maintained  therein,  he  is  eminently 
entitled  to  the  highest  credit. 

The  board  carefully  examined  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  acting  midshipmen, 
the  recitation  rooms,  the  kitchen,  the  bath-room,  the  laundry,  and  other  apart- 
B^^Qts,  and  was  gratified  with  the  appearance  of  cleanliness,  comfort,  and  order 
in  all  of  them. 

MB6S,  MBSSIn£,  and  OTHER  EXPENSES. 

The  arrangements  for  messing  the  students  are  good.  The  food  is  of  good 
quality,  abundant,  and  well  cooked.  No  difference  is  made  in  the  mess  arrange- 
|neQU  of  the  house  and  those  of  the  school-ship  Constitution.  In  both  the  food 
^  the  same  as  to  quality,  quantity,  and  cooking,  and  in  both  the  same  attention 
^  paid  to  cleanliness  and  neatness. 

The  cost  of  food  and  attendance,  of  clothing  and  of  other  supplies,  is  some- 
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what  larger  than  usual,  owing,  however,  entirely  to  the  general  advance  Rcee 
the  beginning  of  the  rebellion  in  the  prices  of  all  the  neoeseariea  of  life. 

INFANTRY,  ARTILLERY,  AND  OTHER  EXERCISES. 

The  board  witneseed  the  exercisea  of  the  acting  midshipmen  as  a  battalion  rif 
light  infantry,  as  liglit  artillery,  at  the  great  guns  of  the  Gonstitiitton,  aad  a: 
target  firing  on  shore.  In  all  these  exercises  they  appear  to  liare  be^u  care- 
fully instructed,  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  board  have  attained  a  degree  oi  ( x* 
cellence  in  them  not  to  have  been  expected  from  students,  none  of  whom  iuvt 
been  more  than  two  sessions,  and  some  not  three  months,  at  the  institutioo. 

The  want  of  an  efficient  sword-master  had  bt^en  much  felt  at  the  insUtBtim, 
but  it  has  been  recently  supplied  by  the  appointment  of  a  pea'son  who»-  in- 
struction was  witnessed  by  the  board,  and  who  appears  to  be  a  good  instmctor. 

The  board  also  examined  specimens  of  the  drawings  of  the  stndentSy  in  which 
branch  of  instruction  they  appear  to  have  made  satis&ctory  prQgreee.  }lnxi} 
of  the  specimens  are  well  executed,  and  do  credit  both  to  the  instructor  and  tiv 
pupils, 

EXAMINATION  OF  THE  SEVERAL  CLASSES. 

Although  the  academy  is  laboring  under  peculiar  disadvantages,  ns  u-w 
situated,  the  board  is  satisfied  that  the  acting  midshipmen  have  pursued  tbrir 
studies  with  commendable  diligence,  and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  ac4i(it'iuA 
staff  for  the  progress  that  has  been  made  under  such  adverse  circumstanct-s. 

The  boara  cannot,  in  justice,  let  this  occasion  pass  without  noticing  the  n-di 
industry,  and  perseverance  which  appear  to  have  actuated  the  academic  i-ti^ 
under  the  trying  circumstances  in  which  they  have  been  placed  since  leara;: 
Annapolis. 

SELECTION   OF  CANDIDATES   FOR   ADMISSION,  AND   DEFICIENCIES  AT  EXASII>A 

TIONS. 

The  attention  of  the  board  has  been  directed  to  the  want  of  proper  care  Ir 
the  selection  of  candidates  for  admission  into  the  academy.     With  honoM^'' 
exceptions,  the  selection  of  candidates  by  members  of  Congress  seems  to  A^ihti'^' 
in  many  cases,  almost  entirely  upon  political  or  family  iifiuences,  wntbout  j^u*^ 
cient  regard  to  their  character  or  fitness  for  the  public  service.     In  mauv  cA>i  • 
the  students,  upon  admission  to  the  academy,  are  almost  enurely  nnprppa^]^- 
by  want  of  previous  training,  to  pursue  successfully  the  course  of  instnicti'n 
and  before  they  are  made  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  application  and  indu/trv, 
they  are  found  deficient,  and  have  to  be  dismissed,  or  to  oe  turned  back  to  c'*2\- 
mence  their  studies  auew.    After  a  careful  examination  of  the  subject,  tbe  baini 
has  been  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  selection  of  candidates  lias  not  Itt^ 
made  with  sufficient  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  public  service,  but  bas  U^'^i 
and  continues  to  be,  regarded  as  a  portion  of  the  patronage  of  the  member  ''^ 
Congress  making  the  nominations.     The  evil  does  not  stop  here ;  for,  in  Di*^f 
cases,  after  they  have  been  appointed  without  sufficient  regard  to  talent?  or  fit- 
ness, and  have  obtained  admission  into  the  institution,  and  subsequendy  /ic^^ 
been  found  unfit  to  pursue  the  studies  of  the  class  to  which  they  belmigj  tk 
influence  of  the  members  of  Congress  originally  nominating  them  is  succff?i^7 
used  to  continue  them  at  the  institution,  in  obtaining  authority  for  them  t')!^ 
commence  their  studies  by  joining  a  lower  class,  thus  retaining  those  vantit:^ 
in  talents  or  fitness  to  the  exclusion  of  others  of  suitable  qiuJificatioft?  ^^'^ 
might  be  presented.     By  reference  to  the  records  of  the  academy  from  Ofti^"*'^ 
1,  1851,  to  June,  lS57,*it  is  found  that  124  students  were  turned  back  to  pQ^' 
sue  a  second  time  portions  of  the  academic  course.    Of  thia  number  U  'fcw  « 
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ii:  Becond  claBB,  10  of  whom  passed  the  final  examinatioii ;  22  of  the  third 
[asa^  8  of  whom  passed  the  final  examination ;  43  of  the  fourth  class,  at  the 
anc  examination,  of  whom  only  6  passed  the  final  examination ;  and,  lastly, 
5  of  the  fuurth  class  found  deficient  in  February  at  their  first  semi-annual  ex- 
mination  after  entering  the  academy,  and  turned  back,  of  whom  not  one  suc- 
eedcd  in  completing  the  coarse  of  instruction  and  passing  the  final  examination, 
[lie  board  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that  the  causes  operating  to  produce  so 
aany  failures  to  prosecute  successfully  the  course  of  instruction,  are  the  want 
)f  proper  care  in  the  selection  of  candidates,  and  the  practice  of  allowing  stu- 
lent^  who  fail  to  pass  an  examination  to  pursue  the  same  studies  a  second  time 
%ith  the  next  lower  class.  Of  124  students  turned  back,  only  24  have  passed 
he  final  examination.  In  view  of  these  facts,  the  board  is  of  opinion  that  the 
;iractice  of  permitting  students  to  recommence  their  studies  after  having  been 
Toaud  deficient  at  any  examination  should  be  discontinued,  and  that  in  the 
selection  of  candidates  for  admission  the  utmost  care  should  be  observed.  An 
lUHlltution  like  this,  in  which  the  students  are  educated  and  supported  by  the 
government,  ought  to  have  them  selected  from  the  brightest  and  most  promising 
juuths  of  the  country.  The  board  requests  the  attention  of  the  department  to 
a  tiibular  statement  accompanving  this  report,  and  showing  "the  number  of 
candidates  admitted  or  rejected  each  vear,  the  number  in  each  class  at  succes- 
sive examinations,  the  number  found  deficient,"  &c. 

SCHOOL-SHIP. 

The  introduction  of  a  school-ship  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board,  a  decided 
improvement  upon  the  original  plan  of  the  academy.  In  it  the  acting  midship- 
men receive  their  first  impressions  of  the  service  for  which  they  are  to  be 
educated,  and  the  bpard  is  of  opinion  that  better  care  can  be  taken  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fourth  class  on  board  of  the  school-ship  than  on  shore,  and  that 
there  is  ample  evidence  to  show  that  as  good  progress  in  studies  can  be  made 
ou  board  as  on  shore.  In  the  belief  that  tne  number  of  students  in  the 
academy  will  be  considerably  increased,  the  board  recommends  that  a  large 
^ip,  or  one  with  greater  accommodation  than  the  Constitution,  be  employed. 

PRACTICE-SHIP. 

Tlie  board  inspected  the  practice-ship  "  John  Adams  "  just  before  she  sailed 
with  the  acting  midshipmen,  on  the  sumitier  cruise.  In  the  judgment  of  th& 
board,  such  a  ship  as  this  does  not  meet  the  wants  of  this  service. 

The  importance  of  the  practice-ship,  in  connexion  with  the  course  of  instruc- 
tiou  at  the  academy,  can  scarcely  be  overestimated.  In  view  of  the  change 
going  on  in  ships-of-war,  and  the  probability  that  steam-vessels  will  be  univer- 
^Uy  employed,  the  board  begs  leave  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the  depart- 
ED^Dt  to  the  want  of  a  proper  practice-ship,  with  steam-power,  for  the  use  of  the 
stud(?nts  during  the  summer  cruise.  At  the  academy  the  students  acquire  a 
tlieoretical  knowledge  of  the  application  of  steam  and  of  the  steam-engine ;  and 
H  k  of  great  importance  that  they  should  acquire  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
fttoam-engine  during  the  summer  cruise.  This  can  be  e£fected  only  by  having 
&  v^>89(4  with  steam-power.  If  the  practice-ship  had  steam-power,  the  board  is 
^  o]jinion  that  the  acting  midshipmen  could,  without  special  interference  with 
tlivir  other  studies  or  duties,  acquire  a  sufficient  practical  knowledge  to  run  an 
^njnaa  in  case  of  necessity,  and  to  direct  intelligently  the  engineers  who  have 
tiie  apccial  charge  of  the  engines  and  machinery. 
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REMOVAL  OF  THB   ACADEMY   TO   AND   FROM   NEWPORT. 

It  18  scarcely  necessary  to  refer  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the  removal  of  the 
academy ;  under  the  circumstances,  such  removal  was  unavoidable.  CVuning 
here  without  any  previous  preparation,  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  were 
great,  and  not  to  be  easily  overcome.  Expedients  had  to  be  adopted,  and  in 
many  ways  the  superintendent  and  other  officers  of  the  institution  "n  ere  at  a 
loss  how  to  proceed  so  as  to  prevent  the  studies  of  the  acting  mid:«hipmen  inm 
being  materially  inteiTupted.  For  the  want  of  proper  rooms,  inconveuicncei 
are  still  experienced  wlien  several  classes  are  reciting  at  the  same  time.  The 
library  is  in  boxes  at  Fort  Adams,  and  appears  to  be  in  good  condition  noichat 
the  board  docs  not  think  that  such  valuable  books  should  long  be  kept  ia  a 
casemate.  Doubtless  dampness  is  there,  which,  in  time,  will  injure  or  do^troj 
them.  Besides,  it  is  important  the  library  should  be  in  a  condition  for  uik*.  At 
the  hotel  building  there  seems  to  be  no  suitable  accommodation  for  it.  The 
board  is  of  opinion  that  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  with  safety,  the  academj 
should  be  returned  to  Annapolis,  where  every  facility  exists  for  Uie  improve- 
ment of  the  students  and  for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  all  connected 
with  the  institution. 

SUPERINTENDENT  AND   OTHER   OFFICERS   OF   THE   ACADEMY. 

The  board  desires  to  express  more  than  a  passing  compliment  to  the  superin- 
tendent, officers,  and  others,  for  the  manner  in  wliich  the  affairs  of  the  acadenr 
are  conducted.  Surrounded  by  difficulties,  they  have,  so  far  as  the  Ixtanl  cm 
judge,  been  zealous  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  duty,  and  have  succeeded 
in  maintaining  the  standard  of  study  and  conduct  with  reduced  numbers  and 
frequent  changes  in  the  academic  staff.  They  had  no  ndaxation  by  a  vacatioi 
last  year,  and  are  expecting  none  thin.  The  necessity  of  ket-ping  a  larpe  num- 
ber of  students  Iktc  during  the  summer,  when  usually  iIutc  is  a  vacatinn.  o^* 
not  appear  to  produce  dirJconteut  or  indisposition  on  the  part  of  any  to  (••iniir.a-? 
to  perform  faithfully  their  duties  during  this  summer,  thou<:h  a  s»eas«.»n  uuiil 
recently  affording  them  a  respite  from  labors  in  the  rrcilation  hall. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  desires  to  expn'ss  the  conviction  that,  by  tlip  arr.nj*- 
ments  which  the  department  ha^  directed,  this  important  instituti-Mi  lia-  i.«"t 
only  been  preserved  through  a  period  of  great  embarrassment  and  ditficultv.  !c: 
that  its  tone  and  discipline  an;  in  no  respect  impaired. 

^I'he  board  cannot  close  this  report  without  a  special  reference  to  th»*  >'.ij.<r- 
intendcnt.  He  has,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board,  been  untiring  in  tin-  di*- 
charge  of  his  duties,  and  has  perfonned  them  in  such  a  mann<T  as  t«»  «■]•  \  it'- 
the  character  of  the  academy.  His  mode  of  governing  the  youu;:  g»nili m  a 
under  his  charge  is  calculat«'d  to  produce  the  happiest  results.  In  n*»  si:ui:i  u 
connected  with  lh(»  navy  could  he,  in  the  jndgnient  of  the  board,  have  liijl.-r 
or  more  important  diities  to  p<Tfonn  than  those  devolving  upon  him  h«  n-.  iv;! 
cert^ainly  he  could  not  render  more  vahiabh?  service  to  the  country'  thin  tl-V. 
performed  by  him  as  superintendent  of  this  important  institntion. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  Commodore  Joshua  li.  Sands  and  Captain  Willi^.r:: 
L.  Hudson,  members  of  tlu^  board,  were  not  present  at  the  earlier  ex<•n■i^*  -  j' 
the  acting  midshipmen. 

Having  now  completed  all  of  its  dnti(^s,  it  only  remains  for  the  ImkihI  to  »nn- 
mend  this  valuable  institution  to  constant  and  fostering  care  of  the  departiTi':/* 
and  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedi<Mit  i»en'ant, 

^C.  K.  STRIHLING. 

President  <tf  the  Boar  I. 

Hon.  Gideon  'Wf.y.y.f.h, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WasiKxTiglcm^X).  C 


y 
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The  following  Btatements  of  Commodore  Sands  and  Captain  Glynn  are,  at 
teir  request,  annexed  to  this  report : 

From  Commodore  Sands. 

In  the  main  I  concur  in  the  views  presented  by  the  foregoing  report,  but  re- 
>ectfully  take  leave  to  except  to  that  portion  of  it  which  would  seem  to  reflect 
a  the  motives  and  conduct  of  members  of  Congress  who  by  law  are  authorized 

>  ofiTer  candidates  for  examination  and  admission  to  the  Naval  Academy ;  also, 

>  so  much  of  it  as  would  seem  to  reflect  unfavorably  on  parents  and  guardians, 
3  some  instances  of  small  means,  in  offering  candidates  not  equal  (for  the  want 
f  ** previous  trainings"  Sfc)  to  the  high  standard  required.  Further,  the  present 
ancture  of  affairs  having  rendered  it  necessary  to  remove  the  Naval  Academy 
0  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  the  suggestion  that  it  be  returned  to  Annapolis  at 
ny  rate  for  some  time  to  come,  is  uncalled  for.  Lastly,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
hat  the  high  encomiums  so  justly  bestowed  on  the  academic  staff  and  the  super- 
ntendcnt  in  the  body  of  the  report  make  the  commendation  near  the  conclusion 
mperftuous. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JOSHUA  R.  SANDS, 

United  States  Navy, 

From  Captain  Glynn,  »• 

I  object  to  the  report  as  being  too  laudatory  in  general,  and  more  particularly 
to  the  nine  lines  beginning  with  the  words  "t«  no  sitttatwn,**  assuming,  as  they 
do,  that  the  duties  of  an  officer  in  the  academy  can  be  of  more  importance  to 
his  country  at  any  time  than  his  proper  duties  on  board  of  a  ship  in  commission. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  GLYNN, 
Captain,  United  States  Navy 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  -NAVAL  ACADEUY. 

Naval  Academy, 
Newport^  R.  J.,  October  8,  1862, 

Sir:  I  transmit  licrewitb  the  accompanying  reports  of  Lieatenant  Conumi- 
der  Edward  Simpson,  United  States  navy,  commandant  of  midBhipment  and  of 
Lieutenant  Commander  Stephen  B.  Luce,  United  States  navy. 

I  beg  leave  to  express  my  sense  of  the  untiring  zeal  and  devotion  of  these 
able  officers,  as  well  as  of  the  others  under  my  command,  to  their  impoitast 
duties. 

'  Owing  to  the  great  increase  of  the  academy,  and  its  change  of  circumstancei 
in  other  respects,  the  course  of  practical  instruction  has  of  necessity  been  mi- 
tcrially  changed ;  but  I  trust  that  these  reports  will  show  that  the  great  fiicilitki 
placed  at  my  disposal  by  the  department  for  this  important  purpose  have  been 
used  advantageously. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  BLAKE,  SupenmteMdaiL 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Hccrciary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Naval  Acadbmv, 
Newport,  R,  L,  September  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  pummor  practice  cruise  being  ended,  I  have  the  honor  to  -JubiL:: 
tlio  followinp^  detailed  report: 

On  tli<"  'Ml  of  June  I  embarked  the  mid^'hipmen  who  wore  detailed  to  m.lk^ 
the  iirst  portion  of  the  cruise.  The^e  comprised  the  first  class,  twenty-<>nf  in 
nuinlxr;  the  ^^econd  class,  thirty-one  in  number;  and  twenty -eight  ot"thtr.i«i- 
vaneed  third  class;  making  eighty  in  all. 

The  stcerap^e  was  found  sufHciently  commodious,  but  the  portion  of  tht-  iMrth 
deck  assij^ned  to  the  crew  was  too  contracted,  forcing  many  of  them  to  >lt^'p  "H 
deck  in  ])ort.  This  inconvenience  would  be  removed  if  the  ship  wen^  tittni 
with  a  li^^lit  upper  deck;  and  the  room  thus  added  would  enable  her  to  a(V«n- 
modate  twenty  more  midshipmen,  as  the  entire  berth  deck  could  then  be  d»*v.>t»-i 
to  their  use. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  the  ship  was  swung  can^fully  at  her  anchor, 
under  the  f^cneral  direction  of  the  professor  of  astronomy,  navigation.  \o..  t'»: 
the  j)ur[)ose  of  dt'tenninin<i^  the  local  attraction  of  the  comj>asses.  The  rrr-Ti 
were  tabulated,  but  j)rove(l  to  be  so  insij^nificant  that  it  never  was  fonnd  n«-v"'*- 
sary  to  apply  them  to  the  courses  steeriMl.  The  lirst  class  were  under  ir..-tnic- 
tion  (lurin^r  tbe  operation  of  swin^inp:  tbe  ship,  and  assisted  in  the  wnrk. 

On  tbe  (>tb  of  Jiuu'  1  ^^ot  under  way  from  Newport,  and  proceeded  to  <i.inli- 
ner's  bay,  in  Long  Island  sound,  where  I  ancbored  on  the  ev<»iiing  of  th«*  sin:*' 
day.  'J1ie  midsliipnien  and  crew  wen*  statioiu'd  in  watches  and  at  quartir^,  aad 
I  ])rocee(led  to  organiz(«  tbe  boats  of  the  ship,  manned  by  niidshipm«Mi.  in  a 
manner  tbat  would  enable  tbeni  to  take  part  in  any  expedition  that  might  U^.n 
foot  in  ease  our  cruise  to  tbe  sontbward  might  afford  an  opjK>rtunity  for  notiv? 
service.  Tbe  boats  were  ln)isted  out,  armed  and  enuipped  for  t»'en'ice;  thf 
launcb's  crew  (first-class  men)  were  exercised  in  working  the  howitzer  in  the 
boat  and  in  landing  it  on  the  beach;  and,  finally,  a  landing  party,  con««tinj 
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►£*  adl  tie  boats,  was  fitted  out  from  the  ship,  and,  moving  in  approved  order  to  the 
>li<-ftre,  effected  a  landing,  and  formed  on  the  beach  in  a  Btjle  which  indorsed  the 
ft^l'^antage  of  previous  diiU,  and  promised  well  for  the  reputation  of  the  academy 
jn     esse  thesei  its  representatives,  should  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting  an 

On  the  11th  of  June  I  sailed  from  Gkurdiner's  bay,  and  on  the  16th  arrived 
^X   Hampton  roads,  where  I  anchored  near  Fortress  Monroe,  and  sent  the  mid- 
sf^Lipmen  on  shore  to  examine  the  fortress.     I  called  on  Rear  Admiral  L.  H. 
Cr^idflborough,  who  recommended  that  I  should  take  the  ship  up  the  York  river, 
Oer  draught  of  water  preventing  her  from  approaching  the  scene    of  more 
active  operations  up  the  James  river.)     Accordingly,  on  the  18th,  I  sailed  for 
^Vorktown,  where  I  arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and  mad^  ar- 
T^ongements  with  Brigadier  Gfeneral  Van  AUen  for  landing  the  midshipmen  on 
llie  following  day,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  works  of  Yorktown,  as  well 
WL&  those  thrown  up  with  such  masterly  skill  by  Major  General  G.  B.  McGlellan. 
On  the  19th  I  landed  with  all  the  midshipmen,  and  drew  them  up  in  front  of 
tlie  general's  quarters,  where  he  inspected  them,  and  declared  himself  highly 
gratified  with  their  appearance.     Through  his  kindness  we  were  provided  with 
liorses  for  mounting  the  officers  who  accompanied  me,  and  an  escort  of  cavalry, 
and,  imder  the  guidance  of  Gaptain  Revere  and  Lieutenant  Mott,  of  the  vol- 
tintc€rs,  (to  whom  I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  for  their  attentions,)  we  made 
a  thorough  inspection  of  the  works  inside  and  outside,  the  attention  of  the  mid- 
shipmen being  called  to  the  mortar  battery  of  13-inch  mortars,  which  was  ready 
to  open  fire  on  the  very  day  that  Yorktown  was  evacuated. 

On  the  20th  I  sailed  from  Yorktown,  and  having  received  the  permission 
from  the  Navy  Department  to  extend  the  cruise  of  this  ship  as  far  south  as  Port 
Royal,  South  Carolina,  I  proceeded  for  that  port.    During  the  passage  down  we 
experienced  the  long  spells  of  southerly  winds  so  prevalent  at  that  season  of 
the  year,  and  being  anxious  to  make  the  trip  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible,  I 
concluded  to  take  the  track  of  schooners  bound  down  the  coast,  and  keep  close 
xosbore  inside  the  Gulf  Stream.     This  brought  us  under  the  influence  of  the  vio- 
lent squalls,  accompanied  by  thunder  and  lightning,  which  come  off  at  night 
from  the  land,  and  afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  of  giving  the  midshipmen 
6ome  experience  in  taking  care  of  a  ship  in  bad  weather,  besides  giving  the 
officers  an  opportunity  of  noticing  those  of  the  midshipmen  who  proved  them- 
eiclves  the  most  forward  in  the  performance  of  duty  under  trying  circumstances. 
In  rounding  Gape  Hatteras,  after  being  becalmed  to  the  northward  ^f  it  for  three 
days,  we  experienced  the  heaviest  of  these  squalls  that  I  have  ever  seen  on  the 
eoaat.    While  making  the  passage  every  opportunity  was  taken  advantage  of  to 
perfect  the  midshipmen  and  crew  in  their  duties  at  quarters;  division  exercises 
every  morning  and  general  quarters  every  afternoon  soon  brought  them  to  a  high 
pitch  of  excellence,  and  by  the  time  we  reached  Port  Royal  the  ship  was  in  good 
fighting  order,  with  her  stays  and  backstays  snaked  down,  and  every  prepara- 
tion made  for  getting  up  temporary  stays  and  preventer  braces,  for  slinging  top- 
saU  yards,  for  putting  on  fighting  stoppers,  for  dismounting  guns— in  short,  for 
providing  against  all  accidents  incident  to  an  action  at  sea.     On  the  3d  of  July 
we  anchored  at  Port  Koyal,  South  Garolina,  where  the  midshipmen  had  an  op- 
portunity of  visiting  the  United  States  frigate  Wabash,  commanded  by  Gom- 
mander  G.  B.  P.  Rodgers,  and  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear  Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont. 
The  condition  of  this  ship,  reflecting  the  highest  credit  on  her  officers,  was  emi- 
nently calculated  to  impress  the  young  gentlemen,  and  will  no  doubt  be  adopted 
by  them  as  a  standard  by  which  to  draw  comparisons  and  as  a  model  for  imita- 
tion.   Finding  that  there  were  no  active  operations  on  foot  in  which  this  ship 
could  bear  a  part,  I  sailed  from  Port  Royal  on  the  5th  and  proceeded  to  New- 
port»  Rhode  Island,  where  I  anchored  on  the  13th. 


G86  BEPOBT  OF  THB  BECBRIBT  OF 

Dnring  thii  th«  fint  ptntion  of  die  ^netiea  endMi 
s:mj  -w^  on  de^  BttmcUiiff  *l>e  nukmg  a  puug* 
rxerdwa  of  a iiulitaly  dunetw.  I  ww  coaUel  to  i 

L'jii'li  day  to  th«  instniGtion  of  one  watch  of  dM  ; 
I'rofeesor  W.  H.  Wilcox,  who  acted  ae  instrnetor  i 
iridse.  made  anoh  Taloable  tue  of  this  time  that  bd 
i1j>j  third  clan  oonld  votk  ont  die  iaj'n  woA;  the  i 
tlut,  were  profioent  in  leadiiig  the  sextant  and  mal 
of  die  aon,  while  the  fint  elau  not  only  eonld  detei 
<]•  lermining  the  longitnde  by  time  flights  of  the 
iiinAed  A,  the  diUly  r^orts  (»  the  instmetor  daring 
Daring  Uiie  portira  of  the  cniiae  a  detail  was  ma 
^liipmeuof  thennt  clasa  to  act  as  mates  of  the  fbrai 
<jt  the  watch,  and  one  as  mate  of  the  steerage.  The 
ill!)  cham  of  the  deck,  fant  were  opined  to  pay  di 
n).ituier  in  which  the  duty  was  carried  on  by  the  U 
deck,  and  every  effi>rt  was  made  to  obtain  as  mneh  ni 
milliner  of  pving  orden  and  p 


After  tranaferring  to  the  ochool-ahip  Consdtntian  di 
'M  eUes  that  I  had  im  board,  and  transferring  fioa 
mi  jshipmen  of  the  adtanced  3d  and  3d  daas  proper, 
July  to  New  London,  Oonneetiont,  where  I  aouian 
Inilowing  day  I  permitted  the  middiipmen  to  go  on  si 
iitiil  have  the  satis&edon  of  being  able  to  rmort  that 
ivrt  deportment  made  a  most  UTorable  impreesia 
I'liited  States  frigate  Salnne,  which  was  at  anchor  ] 
uiiidore  Oadwala^  Bin^old, 

On  the  Slst  I  soiled  from  New  London,  and  airiv 
oiiimncc  to  New  Haven  harbor,  where  I  anchored.  I 
Andrew  II.  Foote  was  in  New  Haven,  and  believing 
ii'ould  csort  a  good  influence  on  the  midatiipmcn,  I  bn 
(Iniwing  them  up  in  front  of  the  admiral's  residence, 
must  add  that  I  rejoiced  at  the  opportnnity  of  extci 
vha  has  done  so  much  for  the  reputation  of  the  na 
(viiite  forward  on  his  crutchee  and  addressed  them  in 
rriiiarke,  which,  combiuGd  with  the  inflaencc  nccosa 
<ri<  e  of  a  man  of  his  reputation,  most  hare  made  a  d< 
up  n  the  minds  of  all  who  hoard  him.  The  moral  i 
i<  [iiarks  was  eminently  calculated  to  benefit  the  you 
liii  in  into  the  house,  where  they  were  introduced  to  I 
fill  opportunity  of  viewing  some  intercBting  trophica. 
p[  I'lisive,  mid  was  one  that  tlie  midshipmen  will  never 
On  the  23d  I  ran  over  to  Oyster  Bay  harbor,  Lon 
out  and  rigged  all  boats  and  sent  down  to[>-gallaut  n 
pin^  the  mainmast.  1  was  surprised  to  find  that  this 
ever  entered  Oyster  Bay  Imrbor. 

I  remained  in  this  fine  hiirbor  ten  days,  during  wh 
A<mn  the  main  topsail  and  main  yards,  stripped  the 
the  main  topmast  cross-trees,  main  topmast,  main  cap, 
nittin-tnp  preparatory  to  sending  it  down.  They  thei 
sent  up  tlie  masts  and  yards,  anil  got  tlie  ship  a  taunt 
I  laried  the  exercise  by  sending  the  midshipmen  out  1 
bouts,  and  encouraged  them  in  the  practice  of  awimmi 
I  )ii  the  night  of  2d  of  August  we  ran  over  to  New  1 
lll.n.(^  wo  left  on  the  4tb  and  proceeded  to  Grecnport,  '. 
H'l  i>f  tlic  navy  had.  nevci  Wn  ecen  before.    The  ehi] 
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tbe  people,  who  came  off  to  her  m  crowds,  hoth  at  this  place  and  at  0  jster 

^sLy,  and  I  feel  confideut  that  her  visits  to  this  island  will  excite  among  the  Long 

[  i&l«inder8  an  interest  in  the  academy  and  the  navy  which  thej  never  had  before. 

>».i]iug  from  Greenport  on  the  6th,  I  anchored  in  Shelter  Island  sound,  and  on 

:}iO'  7th  proceeded  up  the  sound  as  far  as  Southold  baj,  where  I  came  to,  making 

&  il ying  moor,  and  put  on  the  mooring  swivel.     While  lying  in  this  fine  bay  I 

r«>3ifiiied  the  instruction  to  the  practical  working  of  anchors  and  chains,  during 

wliich  exercise  I  moored,  put  on  the  mooring  swivel,  took  off  the  swivel,  un- 

cit«>ored,  bent  sheet  chain,  let  go  sheet  anchor,  hove  it  up  to  the  bows,  and 

KranBported  it  back  to  the  waist,  and  then,  buoying  up  the  stem  of  the  launch 

^^'ith  casks,  I  hung  the  port  bower  anchor  to  her,  and  laid  it  out  with  fifly  fath- 

rmos  of  chain  attached,  using  the  other  boats  of  the  ship  to  buoy  up  the  chain, 

axid  hauling  them  all  out  by  a  hawser,  led  inboard,  which  being  rove  through  a 

l^lock  lashed  to  the  ring  of  the  stream  anchor,  (previously  planted  in  the  required 

tiircrction,)  had  its  standing  part  made  fast  to  the  bow  of  the  launch.    The  anchor 

l>«ing  let  go,  the  stream  was  weighed  in  the  launch  by  the  buoy-rope  and  brought 

alongside.     In  letting  go  the  anchor  one  of  the  stops,  secured  to  the  quarter  of 

a.  frharp-stemed  boat,  jambed,  taking  the  boat  down  with  the  chain  and  leaving 

several  of  the  midshipmen  in  the  water.     One  of  them,  Midshipman  Henry  Glass, 

of  the  1st  class,  could  not  swim,  and  I  had  occasion  to  notice  the  heroic  conduct 

of  Midshipmen  D.  R.  Cassel,  C.  M.  Chester,  and  D.  N.  Bell,  in  their  efforts  to 

save  faim  from  drowning.     I  forward  herewith  (marked  B)  a  copy  of  an  order 

'which  I  caused  to  be  read  at  supper  formation  on  the  day  of  this  occurrence. 

On  the  9th  I  got  under  way  from  Southold  bay  and  returned  to  Greenport, 
where  I  anchored  during  the  10th,  (Sunday,)  and  on  the  11th,  in  the  afternoon, 
ran  out  to  Gardiner's  bay,  where  I  remained  until  the  next  morning,  w]ien  I 
sailed  for  New  London,  at  which  place  I  anchored  on  the  same  day.  Finding 
the  Bhip  very  light,  and  not  wishing  to  fill  her  tanks  with  salt  water,  I  remained 
in  New  London  until  the  morning  of  the  16th,  during  which  time  I  watered 
ehip. 

While  lying  in  this  port  the  usual  port  exercises  were  carried  on,  of  loosing 
and  furling  sails,  crossing  and  sending  down  royal  and  top-gallant  yards,  cross- 
ing top-gallant  yards  and  loosing  sails  at  the  same  time,  and  sending  down 
top-s'allant  yards  and  masts  together. 

The  French  steam  frigate  "  La  Guerriere,"  was  at  anchor  here,  flying  the 
flag  of  Rear  Admiral  Reynard.  I  visited  the  admiral,  and  when  he  returned 
zny  visit,  he  inspected  our  ship,  and  made  many  inquiries  concerning  our  system 
of  instruction,  seeming  to  be  highly  gratified  at  all  he  saw  and  heard. 

lie  kindly  granted  permission  for  the  midshipmen  to  visit  his  ship, and  I  sent 
thorn  on  board  by  watches,  under  charge  of  a  lieutenant,  when  they  were  privi 
leged  to  examine  her  under  the  guidance  of  the  executive  officer,  Commandant 
Porget,  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  Captain  La  Perouse,  I  acknowledge  my  indebted- 
ness for  their  kindness.  On  the  15th  I  joined  the  Sabine  in  firing  a  salute  of 
21  grons  iu  honor  of  the  fete  day  of  Napoleon. 

On  the  16th  I  put  to  sea  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  first  class  some  expe- 
rience in  firing  at  sea.  The  mixed  character  of  the  batteiy  was  favorable  for 
expnrience,  but  many  of  the  fittings  were  imperfect.  The  firing  was  generally 
good  ;  the  distance  of  the  target  was  constantly  determined  by  angles  measured 
from  aloft,  and  the  distance  of  the  first  graze  of  each  shot  was  also  determined. 
The  distances  corresponding  to  the  angles  were  read  off  as  soon  as  the  angles 
were  mentioned,  from  a  table  arranged  by  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Buckner  during 
tlie  practice  cruise  of  1860,  and  which  is  found  to  be  the  most  accurate  and 
c4>nvenient  method  of  determining  distances  at  sea  when  the  distant  horizon  is 
ekarly  defined. 

During  the  continuance  of  this  practice  I  endeavored  to  point  out  to  the  first 
chus  all  the  diificulties  to  be  overcome  in  firing  at  sea,  and  to  demonstrate  how 
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dwy  mm  to  h*  BBnhounted,  laying  particnlar  Btrrsp  on  the  nrcemilT  of  Ujai; 
a  B)  Baeh  a  nuiner  that  tlit  lint-  of  eiglit  nbould  )t  oo  with  Ihe  objni  n 
'    '  r  ptriu^  of  the  mil,  after  doing  which,  to  wail  for  the  roU  U  i^ju 


nflie  SOfh  Inain  and  anchored  in  Gnrdiner'e  hay, in  order  lo  auentltovi^ 
B^ortaBt  4M^ib  «f  nhip  work  which  had  heco  nof^lectotl  for  some  Urae  iufm» 

SKDMof  dwooiutknt  occupation  of  all  on  hoard.     On  the  33d  I  reinnr^M 
evport,  Kbode  XsUnd. 

Daring  tUs  MtVnd  portion  nf  Ihc  cmiae,  except  when  tbo  iuMmetion  «« 

fjcofliwd  tv  Bone  IpeciHl  point  of  prnctice,  two  haunt  at  oucb  dav  vrrtr  drrnirj 

*  to  the  instnietiaa  of  the  midi^hipnion  in  narigntion.     TTudnr  tlir  «blf>  mam 

dW  itf  ZiMtewait  Commander  K.  Drvillc  Mntlhcws.  thf  tliir^  cinM*  on  iMtd 

btd  ■OWmpUlfael  the  working  of  a  day's  work ;  tlie  iKvitnd  cIiuik  had  pnboj 


tbflDwdim  te  WOtkbg  time  eif-Uts  hy'the  ann,  and  f^oulH  dctPntimi- ihr  T>ti» 

tfan  of  Ae  AonuB  by  acimulhs  anu  ainplitndi'i',  while  the  firat  cImm  had  p^ 

yeiBoi  n  W/iaij:  M  to  be  ahle  to  6ud  tie  lati|nd«  and  time  by  Mltihuln'  <f  ik 

MS  Mtd  bright  ataob.    They  were  also  familiariginp  ihemselvps  with  iht  piwte^ 

dwbig^Met  Stweby  pructiciu^with  theplanKipber^.     1   fnnmrd  hmwttk 

Atthfl  daUj  reports  of  the  ini'tructor  (luring  thin  cmise.     I  «Iih>  fomri 


e  for  the  praclice-ehip  which  I  Imrc  been 
ally,  and  which  I  rccflmuiead  chall  be  adaptmi  for  gfiUuM 
b  ntsn  mriirr 

Dsriag  tUt  poftion  of  the  cruise,  a  dptAil  wns  made  (uicli  r)ny  of  ihnw  ail- 
Aipttdi  tt  Hat  na/i  cltuis  to  do  duty  as  officers  of  tht^  diMrk,  nnd  (hcv  hate  k4 
driUed.  a*  Ar  M  h  was  poepible,  in  the  dntica  of  deck  nfficrr»  nt  sea  and  In  pM 
In  olUtfgfi  tit  tho  deck  at  Bca,  tliey  got  the  ship  under  way  and  anelKind  bfi; 
«xeid*edia  taking  and  wearing,  in  box-hauling,  in  nmkine  snd  taking kitdt 
it  neflng  t0Ma3s>  <cc.,  kc;  and  in  port,  nincfa  core  was  takm  to  iBstnet  lb« 
in  the  eatabliBhed  ciii<tom»  of  the  service,  referring  to  nil  port  rwnfoi*  ud 
observances  of  the  ctiqnette  of  a  man-of-war. 

Leave  of  abs^ce  having  been  granted  by  the  Navv  Department  to  tke  U 
and  second  elassee,  I  took  on  board  the  advanced  third  class  and  enotigh  of  tk 
third  class  proper  to  complete  the  complement  assigned  to  this  ship,  and,  on  tht 
29th  of  August,  put  to  sea  and  stood  for  the  Vineyard  aonnd,  where  I  aochmi 
at  Tarpaulin  Cove.  I  take  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to  If  idsbipnet 
H.  Glass,  K.  Dickman,  and  Ira  Harris,  jr.,  of  the  first  class,  who  gave  np  tbnr 
leaves  of  absence  and  requested  to  be  permitted  to  complete  the  cruise  m  tbii 
ship,  willingly  giving  up  the  gratifications  of  a  month's  leave  for  the  sake  <^lk 
benefit  which  they  saw  they  would  derive,  profess ioually,  from  continned  fat- 
tical  experience. 

Their  request  was,  of  course,  granted,  and  they  have,  during  tbe  last  podioa 
of  this  cruise,  been  in  constant  practice  as  officers  of  the  deck,  canning  ondnlj 
to  my  satisfaction. 

During  an  exercise  at  furling  sails,  while  at  anchor  in  this  place,  Hidsh^aa 
B.  C.  Hooker  fell  from  the  mam  topsail  yard  to  the  deck,  bat  his  life  was  Ba* 
merciiully  preserved.  As  he  fell  he  was  caught  in  the  bight  of  the  main  ihRfc 
which  bung  loose  under  the  quarter  of  the  main  yard,  and  was  thus  cased  dan 
to  the  deck,  which  he  reached  with  no  more  serious  injury  than  a  painfid  ab*- 
eion  on  tho  neck. 

A  gale  of  wind  which  blew  from  the  southward  on  the  1st  of  Septtate 
kept  me  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  until  the  2d,  when  I  ran  over  to  Edgaiton,  wbnci 
took  another  gaJe  from  the  northwest.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  I  left  Edpt- 
ton  and  anchored  at  Holmes'  Hole,  which  place  I  left  on  the  momhig  of  the  tlh 
and  beat  out  to  sea  through  the  Vineyard  sound,  and  commenced  beat^  Miki 
southward  and  westward  towards  the  capes  of  the  Delawan.  The  vni  naab- 
ittg  et«ady  fromtW  «wx\:b.'«ex4«ad westward,!  did  not  nadi  Oe  ^fta  ariiAl 
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tb,  when  I  anchored  under  the  breakwater.  I  was  detained  here  by  easterly 
reather  until  the  morning  of  the  12th,  when  I  stood  out  to  sea  and  shaped  a 
ourse  for  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island.  On  the  evening  of  the  15th  I  anchored 
ff  New  London  harbor,  having  experienced  at  sea  a  short  but  heavy  gale  from 
be  north-northeast. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  I  got  under  way  and  ran  up  Long  Island  sound 
0  Glen  Gove,  Hempsteadh  arbor,  where  I  granted  to  the  midshipmen  a  few 
lours  recreation  on  shore. 

'  On  the  26th  I  left  Glen  Cove  and  proceeded  down  Long  Island  sound  on  my 
ray  to  Newport,  B.  I.,  where  I  arrived  on  the  29th,  thus  bringing  the  summer 
inabctiee  cruise  to  an  end 

Daring  this  portion  of  the  cruise  the  instruction  was  confined^  to  seamanship, 
he  advanced  third  class  and  those  of  the  third  class  proper  who  were  on  board 
iaving  already  completed  the  course  of  navigation  required  by  your  instructions. 

Under  the  able  instruction  of  Lieutenant  Commander  R.  L.  Phythian,  the 
executive  officer  of  the  ship,  they  have  been  thoroughly  drilled  in  the  rigging 
'ji  this  ship,  making  recitations  on  the  subject  daily,  for  which  they  have  been 
regularly  marked.  I  forward  herewith,  marked  A,  the  report  of  this  instructor, 
in  whicn  the  classes  are  arranged  in  the  order  indicated  by  the  average  of  all 
the  marks  given  at  daily  recitations.  This  relative  standing  will  prove  a  useful 
reference.  I  have  been  fortunate  in  having,  as  my  assistants  on  this  cruise, 
officers  all  of  whom  are  distinguished  graduates  of  the  academy,  and  who  were 
reiy  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  work  that  they  were  required  to  perform. 
In  every  way  they  have  rendered  me  great  assistance,  and  have  exerted  them- 
selves to  the  utmost  to  impart  information  to  the  midshipmen  under  their  control. 
The  academy  is  beginning  to  feel  the  effect  of  its  own  influence ;  the  graduates 
are  beginning  to  give  back  what  they  received  from  it.  The  practice  cruise  is, 
oeceswily,  one  of  risk  and  danger.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report,  in*con- 
clo^on,  that  it  has  pleased  a  merciful  Providence  to  avert  from  us  all  serious 
consequences  that  might  have  resulted  from  the  accidents*  that  have  occurred  on 
board. 

I  am«  sir,  very  respectAiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SIMPSON, 
Lieutenant  Commander  and  Commandant  of  Midshipmen. 

Commodore  G.  S.  Blakb, 

U.  8.  N,t  Superintendent  V.  S.  Naval  Academy, 


United  States  Ship  Mariov, 
Newport,  Rkode  Island,  September  29,  1862. 

SiB :  The  summer  exercises  having  been  discontinued  by  your  orders,  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  a  brief  account  of  the  studies  and  exercises  of  the  junior  classes 
daring  the  past  season,  and  of  the  progress  made  by  them  since  the  4th  of 
Jane,  when,  by  the  departure  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Simpson,  in  the  John 
Adams,  I  was  left  acting  commandant  of  midshipmen. 

The  Adams  took  out,  as  you  are  aware,  the  first  and  second  class,  and  twenty- 
^ght  of  the  advanced  third  class,  leaving  the  remainder  of  the  thu*d  class  and 
ibe  entire  fourth  class,  numbering,  together,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  mid- 
Jhimnen  to  be  cared  for. 

For  the  instruction  and  improvement  of  thesp,  I  believe  the  best  programme 
tnrcamstances  admitted  was  adopted ;  it  consisted  of  the  usual  English  studies 
uid  drawing,  the  great  gun  exercise,  exercise  with  the  howitzer  ashore  and 
^oat,  Infantry  drill,  the  bayonet  exercise,  small-sword,  instruction  in  the  use  of 
the  marling-spike,  in  the  rigging-loft,  in  rowing,  and  in  swimming. 

8—44 
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Daring  the  early  part  of  tlie  Bumiiier,  and  before  the  exercifles  ooQioeD^^. 
tlie  higher  Bcetions  of  the  third  and  the  fourth  class  reviewed  algebra,  kt  tl,.- 
lower  seetionB,  through  a  deficiency  of  recitation  rooms,  were  BomewKat  embiT- 
rasBcd  in  their  progress.  The  progress  made  in  English  stadies  ia  »Uted  to  1>' 
quite  fair,  and  in  French  the  success  has  been  very  flattering. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Lull,  of  the  Constitution,  under  whoKfpetial  in;]"r 
vision  the  class  fell,  says  :  "  In  order  to  give  them  an  insight  into  their  m^^ 
duties,  one  section  (consisting  of  about  sixteen  persons)  was  each  dav  diruii<  1 
for  the  following  duties,  which  they  were  required  carefully  to  peifonn,  tI?: 
one  officer  of  the  deck,  one  officer  of  the  forecastle,  one  quartenDai>t(^t  ^^■ 
corporal  of  the  guard,  and  a  guard  for  marine  Bentries/' 

"  Some  changes  being  required  in  the  internal  arrangements  on  honrdof  tb 
Constitution,  and  the  ship  requiring  cleaning  and  painting,  on  the  mUtstij't 
June  the  class  was  removed  to  Fort  Adams,  where  they  pcrfonncd  ga^^^  r. 
duty;  a  guard  of  thirty-six  being  detailed  for  each  twenty-four  hour*.  Gu-'i 
mounting  took  place  cTery  morning  at  7.30.  Instruction  in  practical  yt- 
manship,  in  the  rigging-loft,  in  drawing,  infantry  tactics,  naval  light  aitill^Jj 
tactics,  and  sword  and  bayonet  exercises,  were  continued  during  toeir  eUJii 
the  fort." 

"  On  the  twelfth  day  of  July  the  class  was  transferred  to  the  Comtituii 
again,  when  the  former  programme  was  resumed." 

One  cannot  fail  to  observe  that  the  list  of  exercises,  embracing  though  it  <!•  - 
some  very  important 'branches,  still  lacks  one  essential  element— «oan»^^l.if^ 
It  is  true  the  rigging-loft  was  in  charge  of  an  exceedingly  competent  offictT-it- 
one  who  faithftiUy  performed  his  duty  of  instruction,  but  the  roid»hipnK'B''^* 
learning  to  be  riggers,  should  also  be  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  more  acii'. 
duties  of  seamen.  Even  the  gun  exercise  on  board  the  ConstitatioD,  tli'\:- 
thorough  of  its  kind,  was  wanting  in  one  condition  indispensable  to  the  pn'l*' 
training  of  a  seaman  gunner — the  restless  ocean,  where,  on  the  ever-v»rT.:i 
plane  of  the  deck,  he  learns  to  "watch  the  roll;"  so  that  although  the pwgraiiH» 
adopted  was  the  best  possible  with  the  means  at  hand,  yet  it  did  not  arcoii)[>^-^ 
so  much  as  it  was  desirable  towards  training  the  midshipmen  to  be  Kamm  '^' 
men-of-war's  men,  which  I  apprehend  is  one  of  the  chief  elements  in  tin  id- 
eation of  a  naval  officer. 

This  deficiency  in  strictly  professional  exercise  was  fully  realized  hyjoui*'. 
and  was  beginning  to  be  seriously  felt,  when,  happily,  the  Navy  Depart'^^*" 
your  application,  detailed  this  vessel  as  an  additional  practice-ship. 

On  the  20th  of  July  the  Marion  arrived,  and  no  time  was  lost  io  puUii'i?^'^ 
to  use. 

The  policy  adopted  by  you  in  regard  to  the  Marion  differs  materiallj,  1 1'^*"^' 
from  that  of  any  of  her  predecessors.  Heretofore  the  practice-»hips  havr  I*" 
rather  a  large  proportion  of  seamen,  but  as  the  junior  class,  in  this  cnK.^"' 
be  instructed,  it  was  your  desire  that  they  should  begin  at  tlie  hottoni  i-t  ^ ' 
ladder  in  their  profession,  and  thoroughly  acquire  the  duties  of  a  fopCDW-'^  ^^^^ 
With  this  view  the  comparatively  small  number  of  twenty-five  flcamfu  'j^' 
placed  on  board ;  but  these  were  the  very  best  class  of  men-of-warV  men^^'" 
could  be  procured,  nearly  all  being  petty  officers,  and  Ycgurded  lesfl  i«  t"^'  *"^* 
of  working  hands  than  as  siib-instructors.  As  the  cooks«  stewards,  ^^^'^^ 
armSy  &c.,  had  to  come  out  of  this  number,  it  was  found  to  be  rather  limi^'''* . 
that  three  or  four  hands  were  obtained  from  the  Constitution,  6*0111  wW^P 
came  also  the  usual  number  of  servants.  .  . , 

The  mess' arrangements  were  also  different  from  the  usual  one*— »'*'^?  ^ 
tables  w^ere  used,  and  the  tin-pot  and  tin-pan  took  the  place  of  cnxkey-     ^^ 

Sailors,  as  a  general  rule,  much  prefer  to  do,  and  always  will  h*  *  P^"^ ', 
work  themselves  rather  than  look  on  and  direct  a  young  officer;  hat  I7 1*^,.^^ 
rangements  here  noticed  this  was,  with  rare  exception*  a  physical  inip£^^^'*' 
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the  nudslupmen  being  obliged  hy  necessity  to  perform^  tbeir  various  dnties  tbem- 
selves,  thus  being  forced  to  learn  in  spite  of  awkwardness  or  indifference;  and 
the  restilt  shows  yonr  experiment  to  have  been  eminently  successful. 

In  watching  and  quartering  the  crew,  and  assigning  th^  several  stations,  the 
seamen  were  entirely  ignored,  and  the  midshipmen  stationed  in  all  respects  as 
on  board  of  a  regular  cruiser.  Commencing  with  the  quarter-deck,  the  most 
experienced  were  placed  in  charge  of  a  watch  and  a  division ;  a  sailing-master 
was  appointed  to  the  care  of  the  chronometer,  log,  anchors,  holds,  and  rigging; 
acting  ensigns  did  duty  as  mates  of  the  forecastle  and  berth-deck.  There  was 
a  midshipman  acting  as  a  boatswain,  one  as  a  gunner,  one  as  a  carpenter,  and 
one  as  a  sailmaker.  The  silver  calls  in  common  use  were  given  to  midsliipmen, 
boats wiiin*s  mates;  midshipmen  performed  the  duty  of  captains  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  ship,  and  miashipmen  ouartermaster  were  stationed  at  the  lead 
and  wheel.  The  routine  commonly  observed  on  board  our  cruisers  was  strictly 
observed. 

When  it  is  considered  that  most  of  the  crew  were  but  a  few  months  from 
home,  no  one  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  work  was  performed  at  first  in 
a  very  chimsy  manner;  but  the  hearty  good  will  with  which  they  entered  upon 
their  duties,  and  the  success  which  rewarded  them,  fullv  equalled  tl^e  most  san- 
guine expectations.  In  furling  from  a  bowline,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  sum- 
mer, they  picked  up  the  canvas  ui  the  most  creditable  manner,  and  top-gallant 
and  royal  yards  were  sent  up  and  down  in  the  true  man-of-war  style;  indeed,  it 
wa?  a  novel  and  pleasant  sight  to  watch  the  steady  and  confident  swing  of  the 
lead  of  some  of  tne  more  practiced,  to  observe  their  readiness  at  the  wheel,  and 
to  hear  the  shrill  and  not  inaccurate  pipe  of  boatswain's  mates  not  one  year  in 
the  service ! 

It  may  be  said  that  these  little  accomplishments  are,  after  all,  but  unimportant 
items  in  the  education  of  an  officer,  but  I  think  this  cannot  be  said  with  truth; 
mecess  in  every  sphere  in  life  is  generally  with  those  who  have  commenced  at 
the  very  beginning  and  been  familiarized  with  the  ground-work  of  what  is  to  be 
their  business  in  life;  and  who  will  say  that,  because  of  iron  and  steam,  the 
<hiv«  of  seamanship  are  over  1  Modified  in  minor  points  it  may  be,  but  so  long 
M  dietant  seas  are  to  be  navigated  and  a  commerce  to  be  protected,  so  long  must 
A^'dmanship,  as  understood  in  its  broadest  sense,  be  of  prime  ^alue  to  the  naval 
officer. 

Having,  then,  so  few  seamen  and  a  full  crew  of  midshipmen,  it  became  a  mat- 
t<}r  of  necessity  that  the  latter  should  keep  the  ship  clean,  and  I  will  do  them 
the  credit  to  say  that  they  addressed  themselves  to  this  task  with  as  much  zest 
as  they  did  to  more  congenial  employment.  They  scrubbed  the  decks,  polished 
tbe  guns,  and  cleaned  the  bright  work;  boats  were  washed  out,  and  the  oars  and 
^tings  flcrabbed  by  their  crews  of  midshipmen. 

The  midshipmen  top  and  chain  keepers  performed  their  usual  morning  watch 
^^ties,  and  the  copper  was  scrubbed  by  two  midshipmen  from  each  part  of  the 
^p-  This  latter  duty  was  not  performed  more  than  once  or  twice,  but  it  served 
to  show  that  there  was  nothing  of  the  dilettante  about  these  young  seamen,  and 
♦hat  ihey  were  not  afraid  of  work. 

In  the  more  important  duties  the  progress  was  more  than  fair — they  learned 
lo  hand,  reef,  and  steer,  to  heave  the  lead,  to  cross  top-gallant  and  royal  yards, 
^ve  nmning  rigging,  and  bend  and  unbend  sails,  besides  getting  a  good  idea 
^  the  ordinary  evolutions,  such  as  getting  under  wav,  tacking  and  wearing,  box- 
haalirrp^,  tec  I  speak  now  of  the  crew.  The  midshipmen  officers  who  took  the 
''^unpet  acquitted  themselves  very  creditably  in  handling  the  ship;  and  here  per- 
^^t  me  to  commend  to  your  favor  Midshipmen  Gooper,  Graven,  Goghlan,  and 
^^hij«  ct  the  first  class,  who,  instead  of  availing  themselves  of  the  leave  of  ab- 
I  ^^^  granted  by  the  department,  volunteered  for  this  ship,  and  were  regularly 
"^"^sUed  as  acting  lieutenants.    These  gentlemen  had  been  out  in  the  Adamsy 
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nml  pioved  «he  flonmetait  to  take  dings  of  dn 
Tirrmottng  tbe  dBtipIlM  md  t&amey  of  diMUp. 
iinie  a  ^le  coe^tini.  widi  wUdi  700  hara  alnad 
'nujadorduSiOTtlut  portkm  cf  them  win  h 
timMuroow  be  eoBridsredqiuU&ed  M  ordfawrjr  • 
lir  Titel  iranirn.  wi  hmni  u  Meoad  eb«  aan 
niiisng  Ae  ■qvdnn  of  pnctioe-diipa  m  pettj  ofi 
V '  .iz  be  pot  fai  dbng*  of  ft  mteh  utd  ft  dWMoii,  nd  h 
diidai  imdMfy  ■■  tt^iriD  be  called  upon  todo  hi 
r>..  bftppn J  iutaganted  be  earriedont,  the  aoideBi 
s  HtUfl  aqnadnn  a  ftdl  set  of  offioen  vho  han 
niDpetent  pettT  oflteen  and  mll'driUed  ■wiaen,  at 
iiidBmeii,  aa  mef  are  appointed  to  dw  aennl  lU 
tliineiy  oif  a  num^-var  In  eneeeerfol  opentfeo; 
will  be  more  nqiid  than  when  the  eraw  ia  Gompoeed 
iliu  preHDt  caae.  Aod  vowld  H  not  be  Aa  moat  m 
hiunal  piidflk  and  tbe  nantioal  apMt  of  the  nddi^ 
rfrntneteapeedTeehaace  of  a  flnt  Ueatoaaiit  an 
slilpi  be  Mualdeied  the  nmt  ooBmEwntaiy  reec 

lUef  Agai>:thenea&beUttledoBbtfai 

of  the  Kiadaataai 
iVthbaja 


tlie  least 


tii6  yon 

H«Tfalg 


onnf  oOeei 

ag  battled  with  an  obetinate  aafl  tOmmit,  he  1 
-- watoh  aloft,  and  Ids  sjmpathies  will  be  ftdfy  an 

10  die  iratdt  fa«loir;  in  anoit,  bdiig  fiuDdHar  inth  1 
men,  be  ia  nore  ajpt  to  be  nnmindfu  of  dioae  little 
coDtribnte  to  the  health,  happiness,  and  disdpllne  1 

From  the  great  saccees  of  your  experimeDt,  the 
tliat  it  will  materiallj  add  to  the  efficiency'  of  thtt 
practice-ships  more  folly  developed ;  and  I  beliei 
own  views  were  I  to  dvcll  npon  the  advantage  of 
of-war,  that  the  van,  centre,  and  rear  diviaioDs  of  1 
ill  order  to  give  practical  instructioQ  in  flcet-saili 
-.ring  on. 

With  the^increascd  facilities  at  hand,  the  exercises 
i-riQfined  to  the  summer  months.  'Were  the  entire  1 
.-ii'sdemy  divided  into  three  ships'  companies,  and 
i<  red  as  such,  they  might  easily  be  placed  on  boat 
i'\ercise  on  a  certain  day  of  each  week  throughout 
1^'inter  months,  for  Thiclt  purpose  this  harbor  and  I 
the  cliinalie,  offer  unequalled  facilities. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  it  will  be  the  future 
linve  the. cruising  vessels  so  constructed  and  rigge 
urn  lo  windward,  using  steam  simply  as  an  aoxi 
>i  Bcticc-ships  are  of  the  utmost  value  in  learning  ti 
'ct  it -would  seem  as  well  to  have  such  vessels  for 
itie  graduate  will  be  required  to  serve  in  on  entci 
jii'Dfesston;  and  they  would  more  fully  serve  tho 
jx-rfect  models  of  naval  discipline  and  efficiency — 
u  ir  with  a  full  battery,  and  tno  seamen  employed  I 

Practice- ships  of  some  kind  will  always  bo  used 

1 1  K-y  may  be  will  require  repairs  from  time  to  time, 
<n  crbauling  and  refitting.  It  would  headvantageo 
li>  re,  and,  as  much  as  possible,  by  the  midshipmen 
s<'iimeabQl()a2mgte&«aEa&R!m,-j.   Tq  ihia-end,! 
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nd  convenient  to  have  oar  own  supply  of  ipars  and  rigging  and  naval  stores 
enerally,  that  the  ships  might,  as  they  shomd,  remain  permanently  attached  to 
16  echooL  And  it  i%  easy  to  see  how  the  wants  of  these  ships  will  increase, 
nd  how,  in  the  process  of  no  very  great  time,  stores,  both  naval  and  ordnance, 
rill  accmmilate  and  become  of  themselves  quite  a  department  of  this  institution. 
[lierefore — and  I  trust  the  observation  will  not  be  thought  out  of  place-^would 
t  not  be  as  well,  in  the  selecting  of  a  permanent  site  for  the  academy,  to  provide 
or  each  a  contingency  ?  I  mean  to  say  that,  if  not  located  near  one  of  the  gov- 
Tnmeut  navy  yiurds,  then  a  navy  yard  of  limited  proportions  might  in  future 
brm  part  of  this  Naval  Academy  to  its  great  advantage. 

Swimming,  under  M.  Bounafons,  swordmaster,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
^f  this  academy,  finds  a  place  in  the  list  of  exercises.  Its  importance  to  a  per- 
son deetined  for  a  life  at  sea,  I  presume,  ?nll  not  be  questionea,  and  so  for  from 
being  omitted,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  hereafter  receive  more  attention  than* it 
was  found  convenient  to  eive  it  during  the  past  summer. 

Besides  the  watch-marks  worn  on  the  dress  by  this  crew,  it  was  designed  to 
give  to  those  acting  as  petty  officers  the  badges  worn  in  the  service,  but  several 
practical  difficulties  pevented  its  being  carried  out,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  here« 
with  a  list  of  the  young  gentlemen  who,  by  their  activity,  attention  to  duty,  and 
aptitnde  for  the  profession,  are  entitled  to  that  flattering  distinction. 

Finally,  I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  witness  to  the  general  good  conduct  of  the 
crew  afl  a  body,  their  subordination  and  respectful  bearing,  all  of  which  I  at* 
tribute,  after  their  own  innate  sense  of  propriety,  to  the  very  wholesome  discip- 
line they  had  been  subjected  to  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Lull  on  board  the 
Constitution. 

I  am,  BUTy  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LUCE, 
Lieutenant  Commander^ 

Commodore  Qbo.  8.  Blake,  Superintendent, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  BUREAU  OF  YARDS  A5D  DOCKS. 


•endiutu  of  the  aiumal  report  from  tie  Bureau  of  YardM  amd  ZMik 
Jatid  Korember  A,  1862. 
Intrwlnrlory  remnrk». 

8iatemeulK  in  nfenincc  tn  the  piucbiise  i>(  17,355  ■(:«■  of  grontid  (m  SMtvj'i  UamL 
Eo^ltul  un  fvwtft  inluiid, 
Bemvks  in  reference  to  the  purcbnM  of  0.ik[i]ftu  &  Eldriilgu'g  propcrlj  oilialiilBf  Um  B» 

Ion  nnvj  ynH. 
locreaccd  number  of  wntclnntn  at  Mare  idlnnil  iMOmmeniiwl. 
Kwommtfndktlun  to  rcfiitence  to  rote  of  yy  to  be  alluvml  fint  clarkl  la  oemnutewrf 

nav;  y>Tds 
IteniDrks  In  referpDce  to  wet-baslm  at  nary  f  nrHa. 
Tlcvs  in  regard  to  tbii  ecbiblisliiuent  nf  nn  uddiUonol  tthty  yatd, 
Pceiwiits  ttatoment  of  tLe  improvementa  nnit  rvptiir  nt  oncli  navy  jtaA,  nmaXtH  Ibf  'Ijwti 

ronipletdd.  ■iid  tbe  amount  «xpea<!ed  tbereon  ;  whut  «t>tk«  hnvc  bcva  In  nti^{W»,  wA 

tb«  n):sref[ate  cxpenditare  npon  the  «ainc ;  atwi  tbi'  nnxrunt  iixi<«n>1#d  Jot  iMBdnr*"* 

Rcc«uat  of  jwcAs  and  docks  at  ench  navy  yard  fit  U)b  (uail  you'  vnillnr  Jon*  30;  tMt 
EubmitB  eBtimuteii  for  ubjecb  of  improTemont  and  rapoir  at  narr  r*nl*  (ur  Um  bvtl  r>« 

eading  Jane  30, 11^61,  wilh  detailrd  lemarke  u  (o  lliv  Deccautjr  of  cadi  ubitct  fac  «kM 

aa  apprDpriatlun  U  Mknl. 
Tbe  ttuQe  with  tefercuce  to  the  naval  lio^pital,  mi^j.-udno.  and  onliiance   wutk*  il  0* 

different  itAlioni. 
Bemurkg  tn  tvgnrd  to  the  oaval  axjluio,  Btatieg  tbe  number  ot  innuhw  uiil  Uw  i  jynJk 

tm«E  for  tbe  iMune. 

BuuAV  or  Takm  and  Pacn. 
Novamhtr  4,  ISGL 

SiB:  I  Hare  the  honor  to  Bnbmitinyaiinaalreport  of  e^ieDditaRsdnwAt 
past  fiscal  year,  with  estimates  for  improvementa  and  repain  and  waimatl  ■  Aa 
military  and  dvO  eetabliahments  at  the  sereral  Toids  for  tbe  next  fiaal  -jim, 
Tith  reasona  therefor. 

Flans  of  buildiugB  estimated  for  will  be  submitted  to  yon  for  toot  wgfami^ 
an  early  daj,  to  bo  preeeotcd  to  Congresa. 

In  regard  to  tbe  purchase  of  27,355  acrea  of  gronnd  on  Sew Twy'a  idmk.  it- 
jacent  to  the  Portsmouth  nary  jard,  for  which  purchase  914,600  w«n  iffiipi 
ated  by  act  of  July  14,  1862,  I  hare  to  remark  that  iio  great  uiogiua  Imm  tern 
made.  Upon  examination  of  the  premises,  I  fonnd  that  a  pablic  n»d  had  kam 
cstabliehed  from  the  bridge  connecting  Seavey's  island  willi  tha  narjyadt 
aCFOBS  the  whole  island.  It  has  been  suggested  that  tbe  appropriation  was  ia- 
tended  to  purchase  the  land  and  appurteoances  owned  by  o 
the  law  is  not  so  cxpresBed.     The  boundary  line  of  the  pre 

intended  to  be  purchased  with  the  appropriatiou  is  rery  irregular,  i 

embrace  such  a  plot  of  gronnd  as  would  afford  the  beat  ■<  iiimiimi1aH«M  fee 
naral  and  hospital  purpoees. 

The  road  abore  referred  to  runs  through  these  premises,  and  h  wosU  Mt  b 
wise,  in  my  opinion,  to  expend  the  money  uipropriated  for  tbe  pordaaa  fi 
27,355  acres  of  ground  on  this  island,  while  this  public  eaaenNstt  renaJM,  sail 
is  occupied  as  such ;  besides,  the  titlo  required  by  law  to  bo  obtaiiwd  euHl  ha 
aciuir^  until  the  assent  of  the  State,  by  grant  of  jurisdiction,  ahall  ba  WMaiat 
and  the  l^lature  of  tbe  BUto  of  Kame  does  not  asaenbk,  X  tm  ^ttf^ 
until  next  January ;  ao  that  the  money  could  not  be  paid  in  anj  « 
Congress  aawmfalea,  and  tberefore  I  adrise  that  tba  ml|j«et  M  ■ 
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Tlie  anthority  eiilbodied  in  the  proviirioii  of  the  act  appropriating  the  aforesaid 
andd»  that  the  chief  of  the  Borean  of  Yards  and  Docks  be  authorized  to  pur* 
hajse  that  portion  of  Seavej's  island  Ijing  west  of  the  road,  has  not  been  ez- 
rci9ed  by  said  chief,  for  the  reason  that  some  of  the  proprietors  of  properly 
in  the  west  side  of  the  road  also  own  land  on  the  east  side  of  it,  and  decline  to 
«41  one  portion  without  the  whole ;  so  that  no  action  has  been  taken  under  the 
lOthority  aforesaid  except  to  obtain  the  terms,  as  far  as  pratticable,  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  property  on  the  west  side  of  the  road.  I  have  had  a  plan  of  the 
fland  prepared,  showing  the  boundary  lines  of  each  lot,  the  contents  of  each, 
tnd  the  price  asked  by  each  proprietor  for  his  interest ;  also  a  dotted  line  em- 
iracing  27,355  acres  of  gronnd,  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  best  accommodate 
he  service,  if  the  quantity  of  ground  be  confined  to  that  amount  I  would  re- 
'pectfully  remark  tnat  the  briage  connecting  Seavey's  island  with  the  navy 
rard  waa  built  by  a  company  called  *'  Seavey*s  Island  Bridge  Company,"  under 
the  authority  of  Congress,  (see  navy  appropriation  bill,  approved  March  3, 1855,) 
md,  with  the  authority  to  construct  this  bridge,  a  right  of  way  through  the  navy 
s'ard  was  granted  to  the  company. 

Under  this  authority  the  bridge  and  road,  as  well  as  the  free  use  of  the  long 
bridge  built  and  supported  by  the  government,  crossing  the  water  between 
Kitt^try  and  the  navy  yard,  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  said  company.  Granting 
tbe«e  privileges,  of  course,  enhanced  the  value  of  property  on  Beavey's  island, 
and  consequently  improvements  were  made  on  it.  It  is  true,  that  under  the  act 
of  .Congress  the  use  of  the  bridge  and  road  as  granted  may  be  discontinued  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  and  although  it  was  not  wise,  in  my  opinion,  for 
Congress  to  grant  these  privileges,  yet,  as  it  was  its  pleasure  to  do  so,  the  Sec- 
rrtary  of  the  Navy  will  not  discontinue  them  unless  some  more  urgent  reasons 
than  have  yet  occurred  compel  him  to  exercise  the  authority  thus  vested  in 
him.  This  right  of  way  through  the  yard  causes  some  inconvenience,  as  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  a  watch  over  the  road  and  bridge,  and  sometimes  to  call  up 
the  commanding  officer  at  night  to  grant  passes. 

The  appropriation  granted  for  the  hospital  on  Seavey's  island  cannot  be  ex- 
pended until  the  purchase  of  ground  be  made  and  jurisdiction  be  obtained  from 
the  legislature  of  Maine  over  tbe  premises. 

I  have  to  remark  that  the  purchase  of  the  Oakman  &  Eldridge  property, . 
adjoining  the  navy  yard  at  Boston,  under  the  appropriation  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  is  about  being  consummated. 

At  the  navy  yard.  Mare  island,  I  have  estimated  for  nine  watchmen,  at  $900 
per  aumun*  instead  of  six  the  present  year  at  $1,200. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  pay  of  Ist  clerks  or  secretaries  to  com- 
mandants of  navy  yards  be  made  eoual  to  that  of  2d-cla8S  clerks  in  the  several 
departments  at  Washington.  The  duties  of  these  officers  are  onerous,  and  the 
proper  and  efficient  execution  of  them  requires  full  as  much  talent  and  capacity 
as  Uiose  of  2d-claB8  clerks  in  thotdepartments. 

I  ask  leave  to  present  again,  al  I  have  done  before,  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  the  importance  of  constructing  wet-basins  at  such  of  the  navy  yards 
aii  are  sofficiently  capacious  to  admit  of  it.  The  reasons  for  such  improvements 
will  be  found  in  my  previous  reports.  Such  a^basin  could,  in  my  opinion,  be 
advantoecously  provided  at  the  navy  yard  at  New  York  on  the  grounds  or  flats 
in  which  the  cob-dock  is  constmctoi.  By  excavating  a  wet-basin  on  this 
ground,  with  gates  to  retain  the  water  at  low  tide,  accommodations  would  be 
provided  for  vessels  in  ordinary,  where  they  would  lie  in  perfect  safety,  undis- 
turbed by  the  winds,  tides,  and  currents,  and  out  of  the  way  of  the  numerous 
vessels  passing  the  channel.  In  addition  to  these  advantages,  the  berths  now 
ooeupica  by  these  vessels  at  the  yard,  and  so  much  needed  for  other  purposes, 
would  be  available  for  vessels  refitting  for  active  service.  The  earth  excavate^ 
from  these  flats  could  be  deposited  on  thq  opposite  side  of  the  Wallabout  channel» 
and  would  contribute  largely  towards  filling  up  the  low  grounds  which  are  now 
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required  as  sites  for  the  large  nntnbers  of  additional  buildings  whick  ttre  jH  to 
be  erected  for  this  extensiye  and  important  yard.  Onr  dock-yards  are  ciromn* 
scribed  in  area,  and  very  limited  in  comparison  with  those  of  other  nataons  pAj^ 
sessing  navies,  and  do  not  afford  sufficient  space  for  the  establishmeiit  of  a  narr 
yard  complete  in  all  its  appointments.  That  at  New  York  is  the  most  extenern* 
of  any  in  the  northern  Btates,  and  to  snpplj  sites  for  all  the  buildings  whicb 
that  important  yard  has  required,  the  upland  portion  of  it  has  already  beea 
crowded  with  buildings  and  structures  of  various  kinds,  so  that  fVirtlier  extm- 
sion  of  such  improvements  must  be  placed  upon  the  alluvial  gronnda.  To 
render  these  grounds  suitable  and  available  for  building  purposes,  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  there  should  be  a  substantial  and  permanent  quay  wall  ooiiBtrweled 
along  the  Wallabout,  to  retain  the  filling  necessaiy  to  raise  them  to  a  avffideni 
height  above  high  water.  This  important  work  has  been  commencod,  \mt  iu 
progress  was  arrested  by  the  &ilure  of  Congress  to  provide  the  means  for  iu 
continuation.  Serious  embarrassments  and  great  inconvenience  have  bf<^ 
caused  by  the  suspension  of  this  work,  and  it  is  earnestly  desired  that  the 
amount  which  I  have  embraced  in  the  estimates  for  this  yard,  to  be  applied  to 
this  object,  will  be  appropriated,  so  that  the  work  may  be  prosecuted  as  rigor- 
ously as  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  case  require. 

An  important  subject — ^the  establishment  of  an  extensive  navy  yard  and  depot — 
seems  to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  Congress  at  the  latter  part  of  tke  la>t 
session,  and  is  worthy  of  deliberate  and  careful  consideration.  In  the  aelectioa 
of  the  location  of  such  an  establishment  as  seems  to  have  been  contemplated^ 
its  proximity  or  remoteness  from  the  coast,  its  approaches  by  water  and  land, 
its  advantages  of  defence,  depth  of  water  near  the  site,  liability  ta  be  obstmcuni 
or  encumbered  by  ice,  quality  of  water,  whether  iVesh  or  salt*  and  its  eSetU 
upon  the  bottom  of  iron  vessels  in  harbor  or  when  laid  up  in  ordinaryt  £scn]itk« 
for  obtaining  workmen,  materials  and  supplies  of  all  kinds,  especially  iron  abd 
coal,  adaptation  of  the  soil  to  the  construction  of  stone  dry-docka  and  oiho' 
heavy  structures,  sufficient  area  for  the  erection  of  all  the  various  buildings  and 
mechanical  works  required  in  the  construction  of  ships  of  iron  and  vood^  witii 
ample  space  for  wet-basins  for  laying  up  vessels  in  ordinary  and  diy-docks  for 
their  repairs,  with  abundant  dock  and  wharf  accommodations  for  equipping 
ships,  and  the  reputation  of  the  vicinity  for  health,  are  all  matters  which  merii 
ve^  careful  and  deliberate  investigation. 

In  my  opinion,  dock-yards  should  be  located  at  or  near  the  mincipal  cities, 
where  workmen  and  materials  and  stores  of  all  kinds  can  be  readily  obtaSned. 

The  problem  whether  vessels-of-war  should  be  built  entirely  of  iron*  or  d 
wood  with  iron  plating,  has  not  yet  been  solved.  Numerous  experiments  hare 
been  made  and  are  still  making,  both  by  our  own  and  foreign  governments,  bat 
thus  far  no  results  have  been  obtained  which  are  sufficiently  decisive  to  induce 
any  power  to  adopt  exclusively  either  mode  of  construction.  In  either  caw, 
however,  in  future,  iron  must  be  more  extensivdy  used  in  the  oonstractioD  uf 
our  ships  than  heretofore,  and  consequently  it  becomes  necessary  thai  the  most 
ample  means  for  the  preparation  of  heavy  iron-work  should  be  provided  eitiKT 
at  some  new  establishment  or  at  some  of  the  dock-yards  now  in  exist^ioe.  If 
it  be  intended  by  the  department,  as  intimated  in  yoorYeports  to  the  covnmiitee 
of  Congress,  of  dates  March  25  and  June  9,  1862,  to  prepare  a  navy  yard  ^a 
the  construction  and  repairs  of  iron  vessels  alone,  then  the  buildings,  macJiineiy. 
and  appointments  would  be  limited  to  the  requirements  for  such  work ;  and  aa 
the  extent  to  which  iron  will  supersede  wood  in  the  oonstmctioa  of  v«s9ei&-o^ 
war  is  yet  a  problem  to  be  solved,  the  buildings  of  sueh  a  yard,  excleaively  fur 
iron^work,  might  be  of  wood,  as  in  some  of  our  best  private  establishmcnlSy  and 
consequently  of  a  less  costly  and  permanent  character  than  ibr  a  eono^lete  dock- 
yard, equipped  for  all  purposes.  If  it  should  be  decided  not  to  cistebl»h  anothrr 
K  ^"^*^'  then  New  Voric  19  the  only  yard  affording  sttffident  space  ta  crrct 
toe  works  necessaiy  for  such  an  establishment  as  seems  to  be  eontemplaled.  At 
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lis  yard  there  are  already  many  facflities  for  the  rapid  execution  of  work,  hut 
>  provide  the  means  for  extenBive  operations  in  iron,  large  appropriations  will 
till  be  required. 

It  was  rormerlj  thought  good  policy  to  establish  navy  yards  near  the  coast, 
rhere  access  was  easy  and  economical.  Recent  events,  however,  seem  to  havo 
X  cited  some  doubts  as  to  the  practicability  of  constructing  batteries  on  shore 
f  ^nffieient  power  to  prevent  the  passage  of  iron-cased  vessels  into  our  harbors. 
f  these  doubts  are  well-founded,  then  prudence  would  dictate  the  location  of 
lavy  yards  at  points  more  remote  from  the  sea,  or  the  immediate  construction 
pf  poweiiul  floating  batteries  and  steam-rams,  armed  with  th  approved  ordnance, 
Apable  of  resisting  the  attacks  of  the  most  heavily  armed  ships ;  and  these 
hottld  be  provided  for  all  our  principal  harbors,  where  large  commercial  cities 
ire  located. 

PORTSMOUTH,   N.  H. 

None  of  the  works  of  improvement  which  have  been  authorized  at  this  yard 
were  completed  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  Those  which  have  been  in  progress 
Rud  are  yet  incomplete  are  the  floating  dry-dock,  and  repairs  of  aU  kinds ;  and 
upon  these  objects  there  has  been  expended  during  the  year,  for  materials 
$6,651  S9,  and  for  labor  $14,965  46,  making  anaggregate  of  $21,617  35. 

The  floating  dock  has  been  kept  in  working  order ;  but,  from  the  perishable 
nature  of  the  material  of  which  it  is  constructed,  fi:equent  repairs  and  constant 
watchftilness  and  care  are  necessary  for  its  preservation. 

There  has  been  expended  during  the  fiscal  year,  for  objects  coming  under  the 
bead  of  contingent,  the  sum  of  $88,270  25. 

Plans  and  estimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864, 
for  the  following  objects,  viz :  For  boat-house  and  carpenters'  shop,  paint-shop, 
Bishop's  derrick,  rail-tracks  through  the  yard,  knee-dock  wall,  repairs  of  floating 
dock,  and  for  repairs  of  all  kinds,  amounting  in  t&e  aggpregate  to  the  sum  of 
8132,362. 

Boat'hou9€  and  carpenter9*  #^/^^— «The  extension  of  the  machine-shop  and 
smitheiy,  authorized  at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  rendered  the  removal  of 
the  old  frame  building  formerly  occupied  as  a  boat-house,  carpenters'  shop,  and 
paint-shop,  unavoidable ;  and  hence  it  now  becomes  necessary  to  provide  other 
accommodations  for  the  workmen  engaged  in  these  branches.  It  is  proposed  to 
erect  good,  permanent,  and  convenient  shops,  at  another  point  in  the  yard, 
^'here  they  will  be  in  more  immediate  and  convenient  connexion  with  other 
Bimilar  workshops. 

Pam^#^l?^.-— This  shop  was  formerly  located  in  the  old  wooden  building 
recently  removed,  and  the  worknj^n  now  have  no  suitable  accommodations  for 
the  storage  of  materials,  or  for  executing  such  work  as  can  be  done  in  shops.  It 
10  deemed  most  prudent  to  place  this  department  in  a  building  separated  from 
the  others  and  therefore  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  buUdingof  brick  in  an  iscdated 
position,  and  of  dimensions  adequate  to  the  business  of  the  department. 

Bishop's  derrick.-'^The  masting  sheers  at  this  yard  have  been  in  use  many 
years,  and  are  much  decayed.  They  are  regarded  as  unsafe  for  raising  very 
heavy  weights,  and  an  accident  to  them,  while  raising  a  heavy  mast  or  boUer, 
might  be  attended  with  most  serious  damage  to  the  vessel  under  them.  It  is 
therefore  considered  indispensably  necessary  that  means  should  be  provided  for 
executing  such  heavy  work  with  safety ;  and  the  machine  known  as  Bishop's 
derrick  being  regarded  as  the  most  convenient,  safe,  and  efficient,  an  estimate  is 
nibmitted  for  the  purchase  of  one  of  sufficient  strength  and  capacity  to  meet  all 
the  requirenients  of  the  yard. 

Raii'trackt,^^lt  is  proposed,  as  a  matter  of  ec6nomy,  to  lay  tracks  from  the 
Btorehouses  and  princij;>al  workshops  to  the  wharves,  for  the  more  expeditious,  and 
eonse<piently  cheaper,  transportation  of  stores  and  heavy  articles.  It  is  believed 
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that  hj  ibe  iniiodiictioii  of  niUnckB  the  UTing  in  eoat  of  ^mmgmMim  d 
Iieavy  artidea  fircmi  one  part  oC  Ilia  yaxd  to  anotliw  wi^  ia  a  ahoatliHi^Ma- 
penaate  for  ^e  ottdayfor  the  xail-tracka. 

JCMe-<2odfc  imrf(^--^ll^  eonditfon,  awl  kv  tia 

eoDatr^oa  of  the  new  ahopa  the  knee-dock  will  be  mneedin  anas  aalft-b 
propoBed  to  remove  the  old  waH  extend  the  knee 'dock  to  ka  teaier  diBNanha^ 
and  build  a  pennaaent.  atvong  wall»  conne^fcfaig  the  finndeKy  with  At  mimmm 
atorehonae.    Thia  objeet  is  cl  nrinaxy  inipoitaneei  and  ia  aaeeaanj  fa  ih^- 
aecoritj  of  the  materiala  in  the  dock,  aa  a  portion  of  the  wall 
be  removed  to  enet  the  new  >ho|pa  aathoriaed  bjr  the  laat  "* 

Repam  qf  fioathig  doek^^TsoB  atmctiucv  being  of  w 
care  and  fteqiient  repairs.    It  ia  therefore  neeeaaaiy  that  aaaaanai 
ahonld  be  made  for  tnia  object,  that  the  dock  may  alwaya  be  kqpC 
for  nae^  when  reonired  for  the  public  veasela. 

Repair9  qf  au  itaib.-^The  estimates  submitted  for  npfin  oa 
improvements  are  baaed  on  the  ezpcnditnrea  of  paat  yean.    Tbejappi 
for  the  laat  three  years  have  been  so  limited  tnat»  with  the  atridnst 
muxj  important  repairs  have  unavoidably  been  defaied.    The 
repairs  of  all  the  yard  buildings  and  quarters,  when  reqvfaedi  ■V"" 
cleaning  of  sewers  and  dramsa  prop^  security  and  safr^  of  btidges^uaj 
and  platfbrmsy  docks,  reservoirs*  andTcistems;  and  the  other  objects  wUshia 
constant  care  and  attentum»  are  provided  for  in  these  eatiwatea,  and  the 
asked  for  will  be  no  more  tBan  aoequate  for  the  puxpoee. 

BOSTON. 

The  works  of  improvement  which  have  been  completed  9k  tfaia  jaid  dadiif  ^ 
the  past  fiscal  year  are:  bobbins  anid  other  machinery  fi»r  the  vopewalk  losllig 

gate  piers  at  entrance  of  dr^'-docky  boiler-shop,  brass  foundery»  machine-Aopb 
machinery  and  foundery,  and  drain  from  main  entrance.  On  these  sevcnl 
objects  there  has  been  expended  during  the  year,  for  matcriala  S2»409  82,  aal 
for  labor  $2,967  57,  making  an  aggregate  of  $5,377  39. 

The  works  which  have  been  in  progress  during  the  past  year,  but  whid  sn 
not  yet  completed,  are  machinery  for  machine-shop,  completing  machine  ihsa 
painting  buildings,  coal-shed  wharf,  masting  sheers,  and  repairs  of  all  knia 
On  these  objects  there  has  been  expended  during  the  year  the  ama  if 
$88,429  19. 

Under  the  head  of  ''machinery  for  machine-shop,"  a  laige  qaaatitj  if 
machinery  has  been  built  in  the  yard,  or  purchased,  and  put  in  auceesafnl  o|lc^ 
ation.  Iwo  steam-hammers  have  been  purchased,  ana  are  now  in  psueees  if 
erection.  Under  the  head  of  ''  completing  machine-shop,"  the  work  is  nesilj 
finighed,  nothing  remaining  to  be  done  but  the  doors,  all  of  which  are  in  pm- 
gress,  and  will  be  completed  this  fall.  With  the  appropriation  for  **  pmtiig 
buildings,"  the  storehouses  and  shops,  and  one  of  the  ship-hoii8e8«'liave  hem 


thoroughly  painted.     The  work  under  this  head  is  completed*  and  would  haia  . 
been  so  reported  but  for  the  delay  in  sending  in  a  part  of  the  bills  for  niatfrisla 
in  consequence  of  which  the  accounts  cannot  yet  be  closed. 

The  work  upon  the  coal-shed  wharf  is  in  a  good  state  of  progreaat  and  wffl 
probably  be  completed  this  year. 

The  masting  sheers  are  substantially  completed,  the  work  now 
be  done  being  the  raising  and  securing  the  iron  backstaya. 

The  amount  expended  under  the  head  of  contingent  dnriog  Aaaaaft  i 
year  is  $230,520  46. 

Plans  and  estimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  a 
for  the  following  objects,  viz:  For  repaviuff  aromid  di 
surfiice  draina ;  for  \oYa«ttf  Ai^^  u^^^vSsLtKm'  Uift ;  far  «K| 
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additional  expenses  on  house  for  hes.yj  forging  hammer ;  and  for  repairs  of 
kiadft»  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  $278,566. 
Repaving  around  dry-dock  and  relaying  surface  drains. — ^The  area  around 
^  drjr-dock  is  more  constantly  used  than  any  other  eoual  portion  of  the  yard. 
»ere  is  an  immense  amount  of  heavy  hauling  over  tnis  space,  and  the  pave- 
fQf ,  ^wbich  is  of  cobhle  stone,  is  much  cut  up,  and  has  settled  in  places  where 
was  laid  upon  the  new  filling  around  the  dock.  The  surface  drains  have  be- 
oie  injured  nrom  the  same  causes.  The  whole  work  is  in  a  had  condition,  and 
rjnirea  a  complete  and  thorough  renewal.  It  is  proposed  to  adopt  the  block 
remcnt  inst^id  of  the  cobble  stone,  and  relay  the  drains  in  a  more  permanent 
mner. 

Joiner9^  shop  and  painters*  loft, — The  building  now  occupied  by  the  joiners 
not  well  adapted  to  the  work  of  that  department.  Since  its  construction  ma- 
inery  has  been  introduced  for  many  kinds  of  work  at  that  time  done  by  hand 
bor,  which  was  not  contemplated  either  in  the  arrangement  or  construction  of 
ic  Viuilding.  It  is,  however,  well  located  and  adapted,  and  much  needed  for 
^  rigger's  work,  which  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  provided  for  at  all,  being  con- 
ned to  the  roof  of  this  building  which  at  times  is  overloaded  to  an  extent  that 
idangers  the  stability  of  the  whole  structure.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  erect 
new  bmlding  for  the  joiners'  department,  to  be  arranged  to  accommodate  all 
le  rarious  machines  now  used  in  the  manufacture  of  joiners'  work,  to  appro- 
riati3  the  space  in  the  roof  for  the  painters,  and  to  convert  the  present  joiners' 
ixop  into  a  rigging-loft  and  storerooms. 

Extension  of  sheer  wharf — ^Nothing  is  more  needed  at  this  station  than  an 
xtcnsion  both  of  the  fronts  and  area  of  this  wharf,  which  is  tlie  only  point  in 
h«i  yard  at  which  a  large  vessel  can  be  conveniently  fitted  for  sea.  Tne  addi- 
ioD  will  give  a  front  of  three  hundred  feet  for  large  vessels  and  a  slip  sufficient 
o  admit  two  small  ones,  and  will  be  a  great  and  important  acquisition,  adding 
QQch  to  the  convenience  and  efficiency  of  the  yard. 

Additional  expenses  on  homsefor  heavy  forging  hammer.— Towards  the  close 
if  the  last  session  of  Congress  an  estimate  was  submitted  for  the  erection  of  a 
team-hammer  at  this  yard.  That  estimate  was  based  upon  the  cost  of  similar 
t)ut  smaller  works  at  another  yard,  there  being  no  time  to  prepare  the  plans  in 
ietail  or  to  ascertain  the  actual  cost.  Since  that  time,  particular  examinations 
'f  the  various  kinds  of  steam-hammers  now  in  use  and  minute  investigations  of 
details  have  been  made,  and  it  is  ascertained  that  the  amount  appropriated  at 
klic  last  session  is  not  sufficient  to  erect  a  steam-hammer  and  building,  with  fur- 
naces, cranes,  &c.,  in  that  thorough  and  substantial  manner,  or  of  the  magni- 
tude, which  the  good  of  the  service  denumds.  It  therefore  (becomes  necessary 
to  a^k  for  an  additional  sum  for  this  object. 

Repairs  of  all  kinds. — ^The  amount  asked  for  under  this  head  is  for  rebuilding 
A  nortion  of  the  boundary  wall  on  Chelsea  street;  for  repairing  roads  and 
^luks,  earpenters'  shop,  and  storehouses,  offices,  officers'  nouses,  including 
water  fixtures,  drainage  of  the  yard,  wharves,  docks,  and  such  other  objects  as 
may  require  it.  It  is  believed  that  the  sum  named  will  be  required  for  the 
proper  protection  and  preservation  of  the  public  property. 

NBW  YORK. 

The  works  of  improvement  which  have  been  completed  at  this  yard  during 
tbc  past  fiscal  year  are  sewer  on  Flushing  avenue,  water  pipes  and  hydrants, 
i^^nine-shop  floor,  and  railroad  in  new  store.  The  amount  expended  on  theae 
<)^jects  for  materials  and  labor  during  the  year  is  $57,388  24. 

The  works  which  have  been  in  progress,  but  which  are  not  completed,  are 
boilers  and  machinery,  hoisting  apparatus  in  storehouse,  dredging  channels,  re- 
puiB  of  dry-docki  floor  of  mould-loft,  bilge-blocks  for  dry-dock,  and  repairs  of 
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all  kinds ;  and  on  tbeee  objects  there  has  been  expended  daring  tlie  jear  tbe 
sum  of  $99,246.  The  works  have  all  progressed  rapidly  and  in  a  very  MXb- 
factory  manner  under  the  snpervieion  of  the  present  able  constmctmg  engineer. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  under  the  head  of  cootingpnt  ia 
$163482  64. 

Plans  and  estimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1S64> 
for  the  following  objects  viz :  for  continuation  of  quay  wall,  new  founderr. 
drains,  paving  and  flagging,  water-pipes  and  hydrants,  filling  low  places,  n- 
pairs  of  dry-dock,  chain-cable  shop,  railways,  officers'  houses,  bakery  aud 
machinery,  machinery  for  machine-shop,  foundery,  boiler-shop  and  pattern-shop. 
large  chuck-lathe  for  turning  large  rings  for  turrets  on  gun  batteries,  and  forn** 
pairs  of  all  kinds,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $463,003. 

Continuation  of  quay  toall. — This  important  work  has  been  suspended  f«.r 
some  time  past,  in  consequence  of  a  want  of  means  to  cany  it  on.  llie  gnat 
necessity  for  its  steady  progress  and  early  completion  has  been  frequeatlr  Ufp:d» 
and  the  suspension  of  the  work  has  caused  much  inconvenience  and  aaditiuual 
expense.  The  old  wharf  front  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition,  and  it  u 
earnestly  desired  that  the  appropriation  now  asked  for  wUl  be  granted. 

New  foundery, — ^Notwithstanaing  the  various  means  which  have  been  rv^sort;^ 
to  to  increase  the  capacity  of.  the  foundery,  it  is  far  from  being  able  to  meet  k1 
the  demands  of  the  service,  especially  at  this  time,  when  so  much  is  requirrd. 
The  smithery,  too^  has  proved  insufficient  to  accommodate  the  number  of  work- 
men required,  and  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  new  foundery,  of  enlarged  dimrv 
sions,  and  convt  r«  the  present  building  into  an  additional  smithery.  By  rbii 
arrangement  the  capacity  of  both  departments  will  be  materially  increased,  the 
temporary  structures  may  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  work  of  the  two  depart- 
ments performed  in  a  more  expeditious  and  satisfiictory  manner. 

Drains,  2faving,  and  gagging, — ^A  large  portion  of  the  sur&ee  of  this  yard  ii 
at  a  small  elevation  above  nigh  water,  and  is  nearly  level.  During  the  winter 
months  much  inconvenience  is  experienced  from  the  difficulty  of  diaiiiage,  and 
it  is  necessary  to  adopt  a  system  of  large  drains  and  reservoirs,  that  the  wat^ 
may  be  taken  from  the  surface  as  rapioly  as  possible.  Good  roads  are  mach 
needed  to  facilitate  the  hauling  of  heavy  materials  over  parts  of  tbe  yard  which 
are  in  constant  use.  The  amount  asked  for  this  object  is  much  ne^ed  to  pn^ 
mote  the  economical  execution  of  work  in  this  part  of  the  3rard. 

Water-pipes  and  hydrants, — ^Much  benefit  has  been  derived  from  the  waters 
pipes  and  hydrants  which  have  already  been  provided,  but  some  portioas  ^f 
the  yard  are  not  yet  supplied  with  water,  and  it  is  proposed  to  extend  theaM> 
pipes  and  procure  an  additional  number  of  hydrants,  which  will  add  greatly  to 
the  comfort  of  those  employed  in  the  yard,  and  increase  the  means  for  protectxD^ 
the  public  property  against  fire. 

Filling  low  places, — A  large  space,  upon  what  is  called  the  Griffin  purchase, 
has  been  filled  in  to  within  about  two  feet  of  grade,  and  it  is  very  desirabltf  ihiX 
this  space  should  be  filled  up  to  the  proper  grade  with  loam  and  gravel,  to  pity 
pare  it  for  building  purposes.  This  part  of  the  yard,  when  filled  and  gnued, 
will  add  several  acres  to  the  area,  and  will  be  extremely  useful  for  stora^.  a9 
well  as  for  sites  for  buildings.  The  working  part  of  the  yard  is  small,  and 
becoming  less  by  the  erection  of  every  new  building;  and  the  filling  and  grading 
of  this  ground,  therefore,  becomes  of  serious  importance,  and  is  urgently  recom- 
mended. 

Repairs  of  dry-dock. — ^An  appropriation  is  needed  for  painting  the  gates  and 
caisson,  stopping  leaks  at  the  heiad  of  the  dock,  and  for  occasional  repairs.  The 
arris  of  many  of  the  stones  has  been  damaged  bv  the  hurried  operationa  ahoat 
the  dock,  especially  since  April,  1861,  and  a  small  sum  is  needed  to  repair  it 
and  place  the  work  in  a  state  less  liable  to  injury. 

Chain^ahle  shopj^^li  the  new  foundery  now  proposed  is  authorised,  part  of 
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b  present  fonndery  building  can  be  nsed  for  a  chain-cable  shop,  for  which 
lere  -would  be  sufficient  room.  The  change  required  would  be  comparatively 
MU  coneifiting  of  new  forges,  shears,  small  cranes,  a  testing  machine,  Sec;  and 
i  lar^  quantities  of  the  chain  cables  manufactured  for  the  navy  are  placed  on 
Murd  flhips  at  this  yard,  it  is  believed  to  be  economical  to  manufacture  them 
ere  and  thus  save  large  amounts  now  expended  for  the  freight  and  transporta- 
ton  of  these  heavy  articles. 

Railways, — The  railway  from  the  provision  store  should  be  extended  to  the 
rhorf  between  the  ship-houses  and  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  long  dock.  A 
rack  from  the  foundery  to  ths  macliine-shop,  wherever  located,  would  much 
Acllitatc  the  moving  of  heavy  castings,  &c.,  and  it  is  evident  that  by  an  appro- 
ination  for  this  object  great  economy  and  despatch  of  business  would  be 
ffected. 

Cfficers*  hmues. — ^An  estimate  is  submitted  for  the  erection  of  three  houses 
*or  officers:  for  the  master,  the  chief  engineer,  and  naval  constructor.  The 
constant  presence  of  these  officers  is  very  desirable,  their  services  are  frequently 
required  at  night,  and  it  is  important  that  they  should  be  at  all  times  within 
ea^^y  reach  of  the  commandant,  so  that  their  services  may  be  available  at  any 
moment. 

Bakery  amd  machinery. — It  is  proposed  to  erect  at  this  station  a  bakerv  of 
sufficient  size  to  bake  one  hundrea  and  twenty  barrels  of  flour  per  diem,  and  for 
this  purpose  plans  and  estimates  are  submitted. 

Machinery  for  fnachine-shop,  foundery,  boiler  and  pattern  shops. — These 
shops  are  all  supplied  with  a  large  amount  of  machinery  of  various  kinds ; 
other  machines  are,  however,  necessary  to  render  the  shops  competent  to  meet 
the  heavy  demands  which  are  now  daily  made  upon  them.  The  object  is  an 
important  one,  and  an  appropriation  for  it  is  strongly  urged. 

Large  chuck-lathe  for  turning  large  rings  for  turrets  on  gun  batteries. — ^The 
recent  introduction  of  these  tarrets  into  the  service  has  rendered  it  necessary  to 
provide  powerful  machinery  to  facilitate  their  manufacture.  Private  establish- 
ments are  not  provided  with  the  proper  appliances,  and  as  the  government  only 
T^quires  such  work,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  individuals  will  incur  the 
expense  of  fitting  their  shops  for  such  work;  consequently  the  government  must 
either  pay  the  additional  cost  of  manufacture,  with  insufficient  machinery,  or 
provide  the  necessary  tools  at  some  of  the  yards  for  executing  the  work  in  a 
more  economical  manner.  The  latter  is  believed  to  be  the  most  judicious 
course*  and  therefore  an  estimate  is  submitted  for  a  portion  of  the  machinery 
deemed  of  first  importance. 

Repairs  of  all  kinds, — ^The  estimate  submitted  under  this  head  is  for  the 
anuual  repairs  Af  the  various  workshops,  timber-sheds,  ship-houses,  storehouses, 
officers'  quarters,  docks,  wharves,  roads,  fences  and  walls,  tanks,  cisterns,  drains, 
and  other  improvements,  and  is  necessary  to  keep  these  works  in  a  proper 
condition. 

PHILADBI.PHIA. 

No  works  of  improvement  have  been  in  progress  at  this  yard  during  the  past 
year  except  such  as  are  continuous.  They  arc  dredging,  dry-dock,  and  repairs 
of  all  kinds,  and  upon  these  there  has  been  expended  the  sum  of  $51,919  57. 

A  small  amount  of  dredging  has  been  done.  The  floating  dry-dock  has  been 
iti  coustant  employment  during  the  year,  and  upon  it  a  large  number  of  vessels 
have  been  repaired*  The  necessary  repairs  have  been  put  upon  the  various 
boildings,  docks,  wharves,  and  other  improvements,  which  are  now  in  a  good 
itate  of  preservation. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  under  the  head  of  contingent  is 
•60,495  36. 
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Estimates  are  Bubmltted  for  the  fiscal  year  eadiag  June  30,  18&i,  fur  tbe 
following  objects,  riz :  For  floating  dry-dock,  dredging,  repairs  of  all  kinds,  and  f  >r 
the  jiurchase  of  two  lots  adjoining  Uic  navy  yard,  extending  finom  Front  ftrrs  z 
to  the  commissioner'B  line  on  the  Delaware  river,  upon  condition  that  a  moie 
extensive  navy  yard  shall  not  be  provided  for  at  anouier  location*  amounting,  in 
the  aggregate,  to  the  eom  of  $230,458. 

Floafing  dry-dock, ^^ThiB  structure,  being  principally  of  wood,  requires  csoo- 
stant  watchfulness  and  care,  and  freonent  repairs.  The  present  exigencira  of  th-i 
8er\'ice  are  such  as  to  render  it  highly  important  that  the  dock  should  always  be 
kept  in  readiness  for  use;  and  its  services  could  not  be  dispensed  with  witboc: 
serious  detriment  to  the  public  interests.  In  the  estimate  for  thia  object  an 
amount  is  inserted  for  an  additional  number  of  iron  floats  to  replace  those  cf 
wood,  which  are  rapidly  becoming  unfit  for  use. 

Dredging, — This  is  an  annual  expense  which  is  unavoidable.  It  is  necefcciry 
to  maintain  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  working  the  floating  dock,  and  aecom- 
inodating  the  large  number  of  vessels  which  now  visit  the  yard. 

Rejmirs  of  all  kinds, — ^The  estimate  submitted  under  this  head  will  be  fMnvl 
such  as  is  necessary  for  the  proper  protection  and  preservation  of  tize  varioiL* 
buildings,  docks,  wharves,  and  other  improvements  in<the  yard. 

Purchase  of  two  lots  adjoining  the  yard, — The  very  limited  area  of  this  jaiJ 
has  been  the  cause  of  great  loss  and  inconvenience  during  the  past  year,  wb.ii 
the  amount  of  work  to  be  performed  has  vastly  exceeded  that  required  at  aoj 
former  period.  The  bureau  has  often  urged  the  purchase  of  additional  land  ozi 
the  south  side  of  the  yard,  and  it  is  believed  that  land  can  still  be  obtaiB(*d  :o 
that  direction  at  reasonable  rates,  and  in  such  quantity  as  to  render;  the  yani 
vastly  more  efficient  and  valuable  than  it  now  is  with  its  preeent  limited  an^a. 
Should  the  site  at  League  island  be  adopted  for  a  navy  yara,  it  must  be  sevrra! 
years  before  the  buildings  and  other  improvements  necessary  to  render  that  nitof 
available  for  naval  purposes  can  be  erected ;  and  as  the  government  could  nn: 
abandon  the  present  yard  before  another  was  prepared  for  use,  it  follows  tlu; 
the  present  establishment  must  be  maintained  at  least  for  several  years  to  come. 
In  the  event  of  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  occupy  Leagne 
island  as  a  navy  yard,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  a  measure  of  economy  to  lea.-^^: 
some  of  the  lands  adjoining  the  present  yard  while  the  site  at  League  island  u 
being  rendered  available  for  naval  purposes. 

WASHINGTON. 

No  work  of  improvement  has  been  completed  at  this  yard  during  the  pa^ 
fiscal  year.  The  works  which  have  been  in  progress  are  dredging  channels 
wall  west  side  of  yard,  and  repairs  of  all  kinds ;  and  on  these  objects  there  luu 
been  expended,  for  materials  $28,011  77,  and  for  labor  $34,14S  58,  making  an 
aggregate  of  $62,160  35. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  under  the  head  of  conUngent  ii 
$167,229  63. 

Plans  and  estimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864, 
for  the  following  objects,  viz :  Bishop's  derricl^,  depot  for  coal  for  steamers,  mi* 
chinery  and  tools,  and  for  repairs  of  all  kinds,  amountuig,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
the  sum  of  $131,871. 

Bishop*s  derrick. — ^The  masting  sheers  at  this  yard  have  been  in  use  hmqt 
years,  and  are  defective ;  and  it  is  very  necessary  that  some  convenient  and 
reliable  structure  should  be  provided  for  masting  vessels,  handling  boilers,  gcii^. 
and  other  heavy  articles.  The  derrick  known  as  Bishop's  patoat  haa  been  intro- 
duced into  some  of  the  yards  and  found  to  answer  an  aamimble  purpose,  ssA 
to  be  much  more  convenient  than  the  old  style  of  masting  sheers.  An  estinsti^ 
is  submitted  for  one  of  these  derricks  as  the  best  machine  for  accomplishing  tiw 
desired  objects. 
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Drpot  for  eoal  for  tteamers, — ^No  proper  place  has  been  provided  for  the 
stowage  of  coal  for  steamers'  use,  and  as  it  is  piled  about  the  yard  at  various 
points,  there  is  a  heavj  expense  incurred  for  cartage  and  piling,  besides  much 
fcyss  of  coal.  It  is  proposed  to  occupy  one  of  the  slips,  now  seldom  used  for 
anv  purposes  except  for  boats,  and  prepare  it  with  a  good  floor  and  wall  ar6und 
the  i^ides,  so  tliat  coal  may  be  received  from  the  vessels  and  landed  at  this  point 
w  itbout  the  expense  of  cartage  or  piling.  It  may  also  be  delivered  to  steamers 
direct  from  the  pile,  and  thus  a  large  item  of  the  present  cost  will  be  saved. 

Machinery  and  tools. — ^To«upply  the  different  shops  with  the  tools  necessary 
ti)  place  them  in  a  full  state  of  efficiency,  a  ftirther  appropriation  is  needed  under 
this  head*  The  lists  of  machinery  have  been  furnished  by  the  master  work- 
men*  who  state  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  them  to  execute  the 
numerous  orders  upon  their  shops  with  that  degree  of  promptness  which  the 
public  interests  require. 

Repairs  of  all  kinds  — The  amount  asked  for  under  this  head  will  be  required 
to  meet  the  demands  upon  it  for  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  officers'  quarters, 
fthip-houses*  timber-sheds,  workshops,  storehouses,  furnaces,  forges,  gas  and  water 
pipctf,  roads»  bridges,  walls  and  fences,  marine  railway,  wharves,  and  other  im- 
provements. 

MARB  ISLAND. 

The  works  of  improvement  which  are  reported  as  having  been  completed  at 
this  yard  during  the  past  fiscal  year  are  the  gas-works  and  coppers'  shop.  The 
amount  expended  during  the  year  is,  for  materials  $3,496  10,  and  for  labor 
$C,495  04,  making  an  aggregate  of  $9,991  14. 

The  works  which  have  been  in  progress,  but  which  are  not  yet  completed, 
are  foundery  establishments,  &c.,  Bishop's  derrick,  repairs  of  sectional  dock, 
smithcry,  and  repairs  of  all  kinds.  The  amount  expended  on  these  objects 
during  the  past  year  is  $181,818  69. 

The  amount  expended  under  the  head  of  contingent  during  the  year  is 
$08,090  68. 

Plans  and  estimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864, 
for  the  following  objects,  viz :  Completing  officers'  houses,  grading  and  paving, 
foundery,  machine-shop  and  equipment,  completing  Bishop's  derrick,  repairs  of 
K'ctional  dock,  fitting  up  boiler-shop  in  smithery,  portable  engines  with  machinery 
for  hoisting  for  yard  purposes,  cistern  and  gas-holder  for  gas-works,  saw-mill, 
commencing  stables,  commencing  coal-house  and  wharf,  commencing  sea-wall 
on  west  side  of  island,  and  for  repairs  of  all  kinds,  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  the  sum  of  $366,363. 

Completing  officers*  housesj^Th^^  houses,  four  in  number,  are  well  advanced 
towards  completion,  and  they  are  much  needed  to  supply  the  wants  of  officers 
attached  to  the  yard,  who  are  bubjectcd  to  great  inconvenience  and  expense 
frmn  the  want  of  proper  habitations  for  themselves  and  families.  The  work 
upon  the  buildings  has  been  suspended  during  the  past  year  in  consequence  of 
the  exliaustion  of  the  appropriation  for  their  completion ;  the  works  suffer  by 
ri'maiuing  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  amount  now 
f^timated  for  their  completion  should  be  appropriated.  At  the  last  session  of 
Concress  an  estimate  of  $53,933  was  submitted  for  the  completion  of  these 
buildings ;  thia  amount  was  made  up  as  follows :  for  liquidating  excess  of  ex- 
pcmditure  over  the  appropriations,  $19,028  42 ;  for  completing  Nos.  7  and  9, 
$14,904;  for  completing  Nos.  11  and  13,  $20,000.  Towards  this  object  an  ap- 
propriation of  $20,000  was  made,  with  the  proviso  "  that  no  expenditure  for 
completing  officers'  houses  shall  be  incurred  until  complete  plans  and  specifica- 
tions, with  estimates  of  cost  in  detail,  shall  be  ftimished  to  and  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and  the  work  shall  be  done  by  contract  after  due  and 
public  advertisement  for  proposals ;  but  no  portion  of  this  appropriation  shall 
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be  pxpcnded  unlcuB  the  work  can  be  completed  fo 
uttd."  It  will  bi>  ectn  that  if  the  (imoiint  which 
over  and  ftb()vc  tlic  amount  formerly  appro  printed  ' 
prifttion  of  820,000,  tlitrre  will  rODiiiiu  for  the  com 
8971  58,  nil  amount  utterly  iiiade<|iiate  for  the  t 
(out  Iiouacs.  Tliia  e.\ecm  of  expenditure  over  the 
from  the  fact  that  wbcn  the  appropriation  wax  cxli 
euch  ciindition  thut  if  the  work  bad  been  anapeiu] 
unfiuiiihed  Btate,  k-ft  exposed  to  the  effecta  of  0 
been  done  wnuhl  have  )«cn  very  materially  damagi 
proper  re^^ard  for  th(-  intercuts  of  the  govfrtiment  n 
progress,  and  under  tlicse  circnmntanci.-s  an  amoui 
from  the  weather  wan  burrowed  from  otlicr  appro 
asked  for  ($34,000)  it  is  believed  will  complete  tltc 

Seat  injury  that  they  sustain  by  remaining  in  ui 
c  nei^eosity  which  exists  for  their  eurly  completi 
the  amount  now  submitted  be  appropriated;  and  ta 
hare  already  been  submitted  to  und  approved  bi 
and  as  to  pn-pan*  ]danH  and  sppcificatiiiiis  sbowi 
re(]uirc  to  render  them  complete  would  b)-  exceei 
urgi'd  that  for  these  considerations  the  restriction  n 
removed. 

Grading  and  jtnring. — \othing  lias  been  done 
last  two  ycoH.  An  appropriation  of  815,000  has 
able,  but  it  is  nccesxury  that  tbi«  work  sliould  be  c 
roads,  preparing  the  eitcfl  for  new  buildings,  and 
whonoi',  cape<ually  in  the  vicinity  of  the  foundery, 
necessity  fur  these  improvements.  An  estimate  ii 
continuation  of  the  work. 

Fi/uiiih-ri/.  iH/ii/iinr-ii/Ki/i,  ami  eijui/'itii-nl. — Tin 
been  iis  vipir-mj-ly  ]iriisc'(nt<-d,  durinjr  l\i>-  piist  tise 
finidw  aviiiliibli'  tijr  it  ivunlU  idlnw,  and  vitv  sali^liu 
It  ill  Ixipc'd  ihnl  till'  ninouiil  ni>w  t-!^tiniiili-d  for  iii 
priati-d.  ihiil  ihe  Cf^tiililiMliincnt  nmy  br  spei'dily 
prrifitable  ii]KTatiim. 

Cuw/ilftwH  of  Bixliiip'i  derriti. — 'I'liii"  iiineliini' 
in  n:--;  a  snialj  piirt  of  the  amount  a<-k<'d  for  in 
Idoekh,  ami  the  balance  ro  liiiuiilalu  an  <'xn><=^  of  • 
apprr.|ii-iHliou.  This  e.\ci-si'  arose  from  thr  fad  t 
eiitiri'ly  iiisiiflicii'iil  to  coJii|di'i<>  the  work,  and  th>' 
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tberwise  Ae  whole  Btracture  must  go  to  destnictioii,  and  the  goyemment  be 
eprived  of  the  meaus  of  repairing  the  bottoms  of  vessels  at  this  yard. 

Filling  up  hailer-shop  in  smithery. — The  building  designed  for  the  boiler- 
hop  is  in  progress,  bat  as  some  considerable  time  must  elapse  before  it  can  be 
ompleted  and  brought  into  snccess^l  operation,  and  as  the  wants  of  the  service 
QDperatively  demand  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  a  temporary  shop 
:>T  the  accommodation  of  the  boiler-makers,  it  is  proposed  to  appropriate  and  fit 
ip  a  portion  of  the  smithery  for  this  purpose.  A  small  amount  will  be  required 
or  tbia  object,  and  an  estimate  is  submitted,  that  the  requirements  of  the  service 
nay  be  met  in  this  particular. 

Portable  engines  with  machinery  for  "hoisting  for  yard  'purposes, — ^The  use  of 
hese  labor-saving  machines  has  become  almost  universal  in  all  establishments 
rhere  tlieir  service  can  be  made  available,  and  there  is  no  yard  where  machineiy 
)f  this  kind  can  be  used  to  greater  advantage  than  at  Mare  island,  where  labor 
9  veiT  high.  The  cost  of  the  machines  will  undoubtedly  be  compensated  for 
n  a  sLort  time  by  the  amount  saved  in  the  cost  of  labor.  This  object  is  con- 
sidered very  important,  and  the  appropriation  is  strongly  urged. 

Cistemand  gas-holder  for  gas-works.^— The^^  works  have  been  completed,  and 
ue  in  successful  operation ;  the  gas  is  now  used  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is 
evident  the  capacity  of  the  holder  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  for 
a  more  extended  consumption.  The  cistern,  or  tank,  in  which  the  gas-holder  is 
pLiced,  is  of  wood,  and  now  shows  evidence  of  decay,  and  it  is  proposed  to  con- 
struct a  larger  gas-holder  and  a  cistern  of  more  permanent  character.  The  amount 
a«ked  for  this  object  is  small  in  comparison  with  its  importance,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  an  appropriation  will  be  granted. 

Sair-mi7if.--One  of  the  most  important  and  profitable  establishments  in  a  na^ 
yard,  and  especially  at  Mare  island,  where  the  cost  of  labor  is  more  than  double 
that  at  the  yards  on  the  Atlantic,  is  a  well-arranged  saw-mill,  provided  with 
planing,  tongue  and  grooving,  tenoning,  morticing,  and  the  various  other  labor- 
iJAring  machines,  which  are  now  in  such  universal  use  throughout  the  country. 
It  is  proposed  to  erect  a  building  for  this  purpose,  having  in  view  accommoda- 
tions for  most  of  the  numerous  machines  which  can  be  brought  into  profitable 
employment  in  the  preparation  of  timber  and  lumber  to  be  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  ships  or  buildings  upon  the  yard.  As  this  object  is  considered  one  of 
very  great  importance,  an  appropriation  for  it  is  strongly  desired. 

Commencing  stables, — A  good,  substantial  and  permanent  stable,  for  the 
proper  protection  of  the  public  animals,  is  much  needed ;  the  present  stables  are 
of  a  temporary  character,  and  will  soon  require  extensive  repairs,  and  it  is 
deemed  more  economical  to  erect  a  good  permanent  building  than  to  expend 
Wge  amounts  at  frequent  intervals  upon  these  temporary  structures.  An  esti- 
Buite  for  the  object  is  therefore  submitted. 

Commencing  coal-house  and  wharf. — The  necessity  of  an  establishment  of 
tliii^  kind  is  most  apparent,  viewed  ifom  the  consideration  that  large  supplies  of 
coal  are  required  to  be  shipped  to  the  yard  and  kept  on  hand  for  the  use  of  the 
public  ships  on  this  station.  For  the  storage  of  this  coal  it  is  proposed  to  locate 
a  coal-house  upon  a  pier,  arranged  with  suitable  berths  to  accommodate  several 
bhips  at  once,  and  the  building  furnished  with  railways,  after  the  usual  fashion 
of  such  works,  for  the  transportation  of  the  material  when  discharged  from  the 
vessels,  and  for  its  issue  to  government  steamers.  An  estimate  is  submitted  for 
the  commencement  of  this  work,  which  is  deemed  of  much  importance. 

Commencing  sea-wall  on  west  side  of  island. — ^The  observations  made  during 
^e  occupation  of  this  island  have  ^monstrated  the  regular  abrasion  of  its 
^esteni  shore,  both  from  the  action  of  the  rains  and  the  wash  of  the  bay,  so  that 
A  veiy  marked  difference  in  the  outline  of  the  shore  and  the  area  of  territory  has 
t>eeQ  made  apparent  within  a  few  years,  steadily  decreasing  the  amount  of  the 
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latter  left  above  high-water  mark.  In  order  to  prevent  too  aenooB  efieeto  froa 
thi^  gradual  waiting  of  the  island,  it  ib  proposed  to  begin  upon  the  work  •  f 
its  protection  by  erecting  a  low  wall  at  the  exposed  points,  which  need  not  U 
other  than  a  cheap  structure,  for  which,  possiblj,  the  island  itself  toat  fomzrh 
abundant  materials.  An  estimate  is  submitted  •  for  the  conunencemeiit  oi  tlu? 
work. 

Repairs  of  all  kindt, — ^The  amount  estimated  under  this  head  is  eiu^  a^  «'T: 
be  required  for  the  annual  repairs  and  care  of  the  various  buildings,  dock-- 
wharves,  and  other  improvements. 

«  sagebtt's  harbor. 

The  only  expenditures  at  this  yard  during  the  past  year  have  been  f*''r  tl 
annual  repairs  of  the  buildings,  wharves,  and  fences ;  and  upon  these  objtri; 
there  has  oeen  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  the  sum  of  $1,000. 

Estimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864,  f^r  ibr 
necessary  repairs  and  protection  of  the  public  property,  amounting  to  the  stol 
of  $1,500. 

NORFOLK. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  bureau,  possession  of  xh 
navy  yard  at  this  place  has  been  regained  by  the  government.  The  yard,  l.«"^- 
ever,  is  in  a  state  of  ruin,  most  of  the  buildings  having  been  destroyed  by  ir 
and  serious  attempts  made  to  effect  the  destruction  of  the  dry-dock.  It  i>  h" 
lieved  that  the  injury  sustained  by  this  work  is  such  as  can  be  readily  repdin-: 
at  some  future  day  when  the  condition  of  the  country  may  be  such  as  to  war- 
rant the  expenditure  and  the  wants  of  the  service  require  it.  An  officer  L-- 
been  placed  in  command  of  the  yard,  and  charged  with  the  duty  of  colIrctiK 
such  of  the  government  property  as  has  escaped  destruction.  Large  quautir.'  • 
of  iron,  copper,  and  other  materials,  together  with  a  considerable  omouni  '^ 
valuable  machinery,  have  been  recovered  and  sent  to  other  yards,  and  then.-  jt: 
remains  a  large  quantity  of  government  property,  which  is  being  removtii  v* 
rapidly  as  possible.  There  remained  in  the  treasury  a  balance  of  appn'j'ria* 
tions  for  improvements  at  this  yard,  wBen  the  yard  was  taken  by  the  eneicr. 
amounting  to  $78,515  44.  A  portion  of  this  balance  is  being  expendt^  m 
cancelling  bills  due  at  the  date  of  secession,  and  for  collecting  materials. 

PBNSACOLA. 

.  The  yard  at  this  place  has  also  been  repossessed  by  the  government,  but,  likt 
that  of  Norfolk,  was  found  a  mass  of  ruins,  the  buildings  having  been  bomt  aac 
every  effort  made  to  destroy  all  the  government  property.  There  remaintMi  ifl 
the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  improvements  of  this  yard,  when  the  yard  w«s 
taken  by  the  enemy,  a  balance  of  $40,207  38. 

A  statement  of  the  bids  received  and  contracts  entered  into  by  this  bumui. 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1863,  will  be  presented  at  as  early  a  daj 
as  practicable. 

HOSPITALS. 

Boston, — ^For  the  necessary  repaurs  of  the  hospital  buildings,  roads,  an^fesre^. 
and  for  the  care  of  the  public  grounds  at  Chelsea,  there  has  been  expended! 
during  the  past  fiscal  year  the  sum  of  $2,524  84. 

Estimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1864,  for  the 
annual  repairs  of  the  buildmgs,  roads,  walks,  and  fences,  amounting  lo  the  fiffi 
of  $2,500. 

New  York.'^FoT  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  various  buUdings^  fenees^ioaJ^ 
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icl  otli(*r  improTements  belonging  to  this  establishmexit»  there  has  been  ex- 
^nded  daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  sum  of  $6,042^9.  ' 
Kfltitnates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1864,  for  re- 
airs  of  existing  improvements,  for  repairs  and  increase  of  apparatus  in  labora- 
irv.  and  for  temporary  addition  to  hospital  accommodations,  amounting,  in  the 
^^^rec^te,  to  the  sum  of  822,000.  The  amount  asked  for  repairs  is  about  the 
*\ial  ftum  appropriated.  The  capacity  of  the  present  hospital  building  is  en- 
rely  inadequate  Co  fiimish  accommodations  for  the  iarge  number  of  sick  and 
roQnclc*d  requiring  treatment  and  care,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  obtain 
nartcrs  elsewhere  for  many  of  the  patients.  This  is  very  inconvenient  and 
xpent«ive,  and  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  temporaiy  addition  to  the  present  build- 
ng»  so  that  the  sick  may  be  at  all  times  under  the  immediate  observation  of  the 
n^'di^al  officers.  By  this  arrangement  the  expense  of  providing  means  for 
farming  and  lighting  the  new  buiMing,  as  well  as  the  conveniences  for  cooking 
nd  a  t^upply  of  water,  will  be  almost  entirely  saved,  as  the  supply  of  heat, 
igbu  and  water  in  the  present  building  is  amply  sufficient  to  furnish  the  con- 
<fmplated  enlargement.  This  appropriation  is  much  needed,  and  is  strongly 
irged. 

Naval  Asylumf  Philadelphia. — ^The  amount  expended  at  this  institution  drn^ 
ng  the  past  fiscal  year  for  furniture  and  repairs  to  the  same,  house-cleaning  and 
«r  hit  swashing,  repairs  to  furnaces,  grates,  and  ranges,  gas  and  water  rent,  gen- 
iTal  ri' pairs  to  the  hospital  building,  and  for  the  support  of  the  beneficiaries,  is 
?26.725  54. 

Kitiimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1864,  for  fur- 
niture and  repairs  of  same,  house-cleaning  and  whitewashing,  repairs  to  fur- 
naces, grates,  and  ranges,  gas  and  water  rent,  improvement  of  chapel  and 
p'f>undi«,  library'  of  asylum,  hospital,  and  repairs  of  all  kinds,  and  for  tiie  sup- 
port of  beneficiaries,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $32,900. 

WaMhington, — The  amount  expended  for  the  repairs  of  this  building  during 
thr  piist  fiscal  year  is  $144  26. 

For  the  next  fiscal  year  no  further  appropriation  is  required. 

Mare  island, — No  provision  has  yet  been  made  at  the  yard  for  the  accom- 
Tuodutiou  of  the  sick,  and  it  is  deemed  important  that  preparations  for  this  object 
fbould  be  made,  as  the  necessity  for  it  is  beginning  to  be  more  and  more  felt 
fnim  the  increasing  demands  of  the  service  in  that  quarter.  Au  estimate  is 
therefore  submitted  for  the  commencement  of  a  suitable  building  for  this  purpose. 

MAGAZINES. 

PorUmauthf  N,  H. — ^The  amount  expended  at  this  yard  during  the  past  fiscal 
year,  coming  under  the  head  of  magazines,  for  shot-beds  and  repairs  of  maga- 
zine buildings,  is  $11,723  82. 

An  estimate  is  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1864,  for  an 
ordnance  timber-shed  and  storehouse  for  howitzers,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
«31,522. 

Boston, — There  has  been  expended  during  the  past  fiscal  year  for  general  re- 
pairs upon  the  hospital  buildings  the  sum  of  $3,044  97. 

Estimates  arc  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1864,  for  the 
nec(^(i2^ry  repairs  of  buildings  and  fences,  and  care  of  grounds,  amounting  to 
S2,000. 

AVer  York, — ^There  has  been  expended  during  the  past  year  for  stowing 
g:iU0,  shot-beds*  skids,  &c.,  row-boat  and  shed,  and  for  repairs  to  the  buildings, 
the  sum  of  $10,315  95. 

Philadelphia^ — ^The  amount  expended  during  the  past  year  for  repairs  of 
magazine  is  $1.      ' 

Washington, — ^The  amount  expended  during  the  past  year  for  repairs  of 
i&agamey  keeper's  house,  and  for  iumaces  in  ordnance  foundery,  is  $11,772  22. 
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NAVAL  ASYLUM. 

The  affidrs  of  this  institation  have  been  adminiBtered  jadidooBlj  and  econoim- 
callv  daring  the  past  year,  and  the  officers  in  charge  have  made  eveiy  cffon  to 
render  the  condition  of  the  inmates  as  comfortable  as  possible,  lliere  hire 
been  some  cases  of  insubordination,  requiring  the  interference  of  the  d^ptrt- 
ment,  and  for  gross  violation  of  the  rules  the  offenders  have  been  dismksed  sni 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  institution.  Grenerallj  the  conduct  of  the  bene 
ficiaries  has  been  good,  and  thev  have  exhibited  a  proper  appreciation  of  tk« 
liberalitj  of  the  government  m  fumishinf  this  comfortable  home  for  them,  after 
being  no  longer  able  to  obtain  a  support  bj  labor. 

There  were  on  the  first  of  July  last  183  persons,  including  officers  apd  at- 
tendants, borne  on  the  rolls  of  the  asylum.  20  beneficiaries  have  beai  ad- 
mitted,  1(>  have  died,  and  4  have  been  dismissed  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  expenses  of  the  institution  for  the  year  ending  30th  June*  1862,  han 
been  aa  follows,  viz : 

Subsistence *13, 8 15  OS 

Clothing,  tobacco,  &c 7, 654  09 

MisceUimeous  items 3, 8d33J 

Officers  and  attendants 20,483  06 

Total 45,835  3d 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOS.  SMITE 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  ORDNANCE. 

BrRBAu  OP  Ordnancb,  Navy  Dbpartmbnt, 

November  22,  1862. 

SiK  :  The  following  is  respectfrillj  submitted  in  explanation  of  the  present 
^ndition  and  probable  necessities  of  the  Ordnance  of  the  Navy : 
The  existing  crisis  found  this  branch  of  the  public  defence  entirely  unpre- 
ared  for  so  great  an  emergency.  The  quantities  of  cannon  and  of  powder 
rhich  were  on  hand  might  have  been  sufficient  for  the  navy  as  it  then  was ; 
at  the  large  number  of  vessels  that  were  added  to  it  so  rapidly  rendered  it 
ery  embarrassing  to  provide  for  them  the  requisite  supplies. 

It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  return  to  service  most  of  the  older  artillery 
rhich  bad  been  superseded  by  newer  and  more  powerful  calibres,  and  to  ^xert 
11  possible  means  to  procure  powder  for  inmiediate  consumption. 

Had  onr  Navy  been  on  a  footing  commensurate  with  the  obvious  wants  of  the 
lountiy  fur  ordinary  purposes,  these  difficulties  and  anxieties  would  not  have 
)een  experienced. 

I  feel  it,  therefore,  to  be  my  first  duty  to  ui^  that  suitable  provision  of 
ordnance  material  be  made  for  probable  ^ture  necessities  of  the  Navy. 

Most  important  among  them  is  nitre,  which,  enters  so  largely  into  the  com- 
position of  gunpowder  that  it  may  be  said  to  be  gunpowder  itself,  with  some 
slight  additions  of  sulphur  and  charcoal  under  proper  combination. 

It  is  not  produced  naturally  in  this  country,  nor  by  any  other  but  India,  ex- 
cept in  insignificant  quantities. 

Hindostan  alone  supplies  the  whole  world,  which  being  a  British  dependency, 
places  us  entirely  at  the  mercy  or  caprice  of  that  power  for  our  stock  of  this 
essential  article. 

We  have  already  received  an  impressive  warning  of  the  promptness  with 
which  this  supply  may  be  cut  off.  For  when  the  Trent  afifair  occurred,  the 
United  States  possessed  several  thousand  tons  of  nitre  just  about  to  be  shipped 
from  England.  This  was  detained  under  a  general  order  of  the  government 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  nitre,  and  remained  useless  to  us  for  some  months, 
notil  the  British  authorities  chose  to  allow  it  to  egress. 

No  argument,  therefore,  is  needed  to  sustain  the  policy  of  providing  against 
the  recurrence  of  such  a  difficulty. 

.  Wherefore,  among  the  earliest  measures  which  I  adopted  in  entering  the 
Bureau  was  to  resort  to  all  possible  means  to  secure  a  stock  of  nitre,  domestic 
and  foreign,  which  has  so  far  succeeded  as  to  place  our  Navy  beyond  the  dan« 
g<^r  of  immediate  necessities ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  add  that  there  is  a  reason- 
able prospect  of  obtaining  a  large  amount  from  our  own  resources. 
^  I  recommend,  however,  that  suitable  appropriations  be  now  made  so  as  to 
gi^e  this  policy  an  authorized  and  more  extended  form,  by  the  purchase  of  large 
quantities  of  nitre  and' the  erection  of  proper  depositories  for  its  safe-keeping. 
Tliese  items  are  asked  for  in  the  estimates. 

The  course  of  events  has  indicated  the  necessity  of  suitable  interior  depots 
for  naval  cannon  and  stores. 

In  the  West,  one  or  more  of  these  should  be  located  upon  a  principal,  water- 
couRie,  to  which  the  United  States  gunboats  on  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio 
riverd  can  have  ready  access,  and  receive  promptly  their  supplies  of  cannon, 
f^liot,  shells,  and  other  munitions  of  war,  which  are  now  furnished  tardily  and 
with  great  difficulty  firom  distant  points. 
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An  interior  depot  is  also  required  to  receive  and  secure  the  powder  irbkb  L« 
to  8upplj  the  small  magazines  on  the  rivers,  and  to  store  the  nitre,  Fnlphnr,  jjid 
other  materials  that  are  best  kept,  for  a  long  time,  in  their  original  conditior.. 

In  the  East,  there  should  be  an  interior  depot  for  the  same  purpose.  Bnan— 
it  is  exceedingly  unsafe  to  hold,  as  we  now  do,  the  entire  stock  of  powder  trd 
other  stores  at  our  Navy  yards,  where  they  may  be  exposed  to  attack  *'=^wnn.. 
or  be  very  troublesome  to  dispose  of  if  hostile  operations  occur  even  in  tl»  li 
vicinity. 

These  interior  depots  should  have  ready  communication,  by  railroad  or  canal. 
with  the  exterior  receptacles  for  immediate  consimiption. 

The  appropriations  suggested  in  the  estimate  for  this  purpose  are  Fmall,  iiul 
rather  intended  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  Congress  and  give  immediate  &kapc 
to  the  measure  than  to  fix  its  limit. 

Of  the  estimates  presented  I  can  only  say  that  they  are  no  greats'  than  ih: 
present  wants  of  the  country  demand.  Nominally  they  are  very  litxle  prvat.  r 
than  those  of  the  preceding  year.  In  reality  they  are  just  as  much  le$j<  a»  rkft 
difference  that  may  exist  between  the  government  paper  and  the  metallic 
standard 

It  would  be,  perhaps,  safer  to  increase  than  diminish  them. 

As  for  the  distribution  among  the  several  objects,  it  is  very  general,  and  htm* 
Toidably  so ;  because  it  would  be  as  impossible  to  define  precisely  what  will  U 
wanted  as  it  is  to  say  to  what  objects  the  funds  will  be  applied  for  an  ratii* 
year,  beginning  eight  months  hence. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  *to  the  promptness  with  which  the  pri- 
vate founderies  have  met  the  demands  on  them  ^om  tnc  Bureau. 

There  is,  in  my  opinion,  no  class  of  persons  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  <ri)^' 
emment  who  better  earn  what  is  paid  to  them. 

The  business  is  only  remunerative  when  successful,  the  risk  is  considerab!';. 
and  the  closest  inspection  is  maintained  on  the  whole  of  the  work. 

Besides  the  firms  who  have  been  for  a  long  time  engaged  in  the  bosinee^,  sfv- 
cral  others  have  offered  and  received  orders,  so  that  there  are  now  seven  pnntt 
establishments  engaged  in  making  cannon  for  the  navy,  viz :  Knap  &  BaJi. 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania;  Alger  &  Co.,  Boston,  Massachusetta ;  R.  P.  Panott 
Cold  Spring,  New  York ;  J.  Sparrow,  Portland,  Maine ;  Hinckley  &  Willi«ii*. 
Boston,  Massachusetts;  Z.  Chafee,  Providence,  Bhode  Island;  Seyfert  ^ 
McManus,  Reading,  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  a  natural  consequence  that  the  business  of  expending  an  appropriatk'D 
fifteen  to  twenty  times  as  great  as  formerly  should  call  for  a  corre^ponaing  n>- 
crease  of  officials  to  see  that  this  work  is  faithfully  executed. 

The  single  clerk  allowed  by  the  recent  law  is  entirely  insufficient ;  whenrloi^ 
I  have  asked  for  the  number  that  is  now  needed. 

An  additional  compensation  is  also  asked  for  the  clerks  employed  in  tlif  offict 
of  the  ordnance  yard ;  $1,000  a  year  for  capable  men  who  work  firom  bfll-rm^ 
to  sunset  is  a  very  inadequate  remuneration. 

The  officers  attached  to  the  ordnance  yard  should  reside  in  it ;  which  bs.*  not 
been  usual  hitherto,  nor  indeed  possible,  for  want  of  quarters.  The  work  g»(S 
on  by  night  as  well  as  by  day — ^heav)'  requi;«itioiis  have  to  be  met  at  all  h«»nrs 
and  there  is  a  large  amount  of  public  property  to  be  cared  for,  particularly  ac- 
cumulations of  powder.  So  that  the  pn»s*onco  of  the  officers  is  indispenwH''; 
and  there  being  no  suitable  quarters  for  them,  I  have  inserted  a  very  ^nir!! 
amount  for  that  purpose,  which  1  hope  may  be  allowed  entirely  on  public  con- 
siderations. 
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IRON-CLADS  AND  ORDNANCE. 

*Pho  constant  and  Yciy  natural  Bolicitnde  manifested  by  the  pnblic  in  the 
lianas  which  have  been  and  eontinne  to  be  made  in  the  construction  and  ar- 
kameut  of  our  ships-of-war  niaj  warrant  a  more  extended  notice  of  technical  de- 
iti  than  might  otherwise  find  place  in  a  document  of  this  nature. 

And  yet  no  definite  conclusion  has  been  reached  in  regard  to  either  of  these 
oaportant  problems. 

Indeed,  the  most  casual  observer  of  current  events  can  hardly  fail  to  perceive 
bat  neither  of  them  has  advanced  beyond  the  first  proposition. 

And  both  are  so  unavoidably  interwoven  that  it  is  impossible  to  treat  or  con- 
idrr  either  independently  of  the  other,  or  to  form  any  reliable  opinion  as  to  their 
titnre  course  or  final  shape.  They  represent,  in  fact,  but  another  phase  of  the 
jfimpetitive  progress  of  attack  and  defence  ;  impelled  now,  however,  by  existing 
:\iciiinstances  with  a  rapidity  beyond  all  precedent  in  naval  affairs. 

The  old,  well-known  practice  of  firing  solid  shot  from  32-pounder8,  and,  oc- 
ra2«ionally,  42-pounders,  at  huge  wooden  structures,  made  its  last  appearance  at 
tlie  Ijattle  of  Navarino,  a  third  of  a  century  since.  This  was  the  system  in  vogue 
during  the  time  of  Nelson,  and  our  own^Gaptains  of  1812. 

Then  \he  defence  had  the  advantage  of  the  attack,  for  the  broadsides  of  these 
vc«<t^ela,  when  continued  for  hours,  were  seldom  able  to  do  more  than  destroy  masts, 
men,  and  guns.  The  instances  are  very  rare  of  a  line-of-battle  ship  being  sunk, 
or  fatally  injured  in  battle  by  the  sole  action  of  shot. 

The  introduction  of  shells  changed  entirely  the  relation  of  naval  attack  and 
defence. 

Their  use  had  been  desultory  and  exceptional  before  the  time  of  Paixhans  ; 
but  he  systematized  and  applied  their  power.  So  slowly,  however,  did  the  new 
weapon  gain  ground  that  he  just  lived  long  enough  to  learn  of  its  first  signal 
exhioition  in  actual  conflict  at  Sinope,  some  thirty  years  subsequent  to  the  com- 
pute public  enunciation  of  his  views.  t 

It  almost  seemed  as  if  naval  men  were  reluctant  to  admit  the  consequences 
that  were  obviously  to  proceed  from  the  use  of  shells.  ^ 

The  ordnance  specially  designed  for  them  were  only  allowed  in  small  numbers 
aboard  of  ships,  and  merely  as  auxiliaries  to  the  guns  for  shot. 

Our  own  screw  frigates  of  the  Merrimack  class  were  the  first  (1854)  which 
carried  entire  batteries  of  shell  guns ;  and  these  not  of  the  lighter  description 
known  as  "Paixhans,"  but  capable  of  greater  range  and  accuracy,  as  well  as  of 
discharging  solid  shot  if  the  emergency  should  arise. 

The  advantage  of  which  is  now  apparent  from  the  fact  that  our  IX-inch  and 
XI -inch  guns  ai*e  found  to  be,  in  a  measure,  available  against  iron  plating,  because 
\hi*y  will  endure  solid  shot  fired  with  one-half  greater,  and  even  double,  the 
<iri^nal  charges. 

8o  that  we  have  the  leisure  to  consider  and  devise  any  other  species  of  ord- 
uauce  that  may  be  better  adapted  to  the  purpo8e^  and  are  not  precipitated  into 
hai^ty  or  questionable  measures. 

'Vhe  English,  French,  and  Russian  ships  having  been  only  provided  par- 
tUiUy  with  shell  guns,  there  was  no  illustration  of  the  full  effect  ,of  shells  in 
any  of  the  operations  during  the  Crimean  way,  though  there  was  quite  enough 
at  Sinope  to  indicate  unmistakably  what  might  be  expected  from  the  general 
lUt*,  against  ships,  of  explosive  projectiles  of  large  calibre. 

And  this  led  promptly  to  the  first  practical  development  of  the  measures  that 

the  defence  woiild  be  likely  to  adopt,  in  order  to  keep  out  such  a  destructive 

means  of  offence,  and  which  have  since  so  largely  exercised  the  ingenuity  and 

the  finances  of  Great  Britain. 

At  Kinbum  (October,  1855)  the  French  brought  into  action  three  vessels 
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that  had  no  pretension  to  be  termed  more  than  floating  batteries,  for  their  urv«r 
of  locomotion  was  very  inconBiderable,  but  thej  were  cased  with  iron  ana  had 
powerfnl  guns.  The  Boseian  shot  did  not  penetrate  the  plating,  but  a  few  isi 
them  entered  the  ports  and  did  some  mischief. 

The  English  had  prepared  some  vessels  of  a  like  description,  bat  they  did  wa 
arrive  in  season,  and  were  therefore  unable  to  participate  in  the  attack  cm  the 
Kinbum  forts. 

Peace  was  soon  after  declared  between  the  belligerents,  and  yrery  little  atti^ii- 
tion  seems  to  have  been  given,  for  two  or  three  years,  to  the  subject  of  iron-clAd 
ships,  until  the  French  produced  the  first  sea-eoiug  frigate  of  that  kind — the 
Gloire — which  was  followed  by  a  sensation  and  action  in  England  highly  ap- 
preciative of  the  possible  consequences  of  being  slow  in  acting  on  the  mnu 

Of  course  there  was  a  variety  of  opinion  expressed  by  public  writers  as  to 
the  capacity  of  this  formidable  craft,  most  of  whom  inclined  to  a  depreciation  of 
her  invulnerability  and  sea-going  qualities. 

The  British  government  very  wisely,  however,  decided  not  to  loae  tine  is 
constructing  similar  vessels,  and  has  since  followed  the  decision  with  a  remark- 
able celerity,  quite  regardless  of  ej^penditure. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1859,  the  First  Loid  of  the  Admiralty  (PakinztoD) 
announced  to  Parliament  the  policy  of  the  government  in  this  respect;  and  the 
construction  was  begun  of  an  iron-clad  fngate  that  was  to  surpasa  the  ^^loiit:.'* 

This  ship  has  been  completed,  and  is  well  known  as  the  **  Warrior ;"  others  soon 
followed  in  France  and  England,  and  armored  ships  are,  by  conunon  oonsenU 
for  the  time  at  least,  to  constitute  the  main  force  of  all  Navies. 

Of  course  there  is  every  variety  of  opinion  expressed  as  to  the  proper  ma* 
terial  and  construction  of  such  vessels ;  and  the  British  government,  not  feeling 
at  liberty  to  wait  until  results  have  decided,  are  compelled  to  make  use  of  what- 
ever may  seem  most  plausible  for  the  while ;  and  thus  we  are  astonished  by  thx 
most  gigantic  and  costly  experiments  that  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

For  it  so  happens  that  circumstances  impose  on  England  and  France  tlie  ne* 
cessity  of  grappling  with  the  most  difficult  solution  of  the  problem,  their  sborof 
being  washed  by  the  deep  waters  of  the  ocean;  therefore  their  iron^dads  mu^ 
be  more  than  mere  floating  batteries,  and  be  possessed  of  the  beat  nantica: 
qualities. 

With  the  United  States  the  case  is,  happily,  diflerent — ^the  depth  of  water  on 
the  coast  being  generally  adapted  to  vessels  of  light  or  moderate  drao^t,  auc 
only  a  few  of  our  ports  are  at  all  accessible  to  heavy  iron-clads  like  those  ol 
France  or  England. 

The  solution  of  the  question  is,  therefore,  in  its  immediate  requirements,  com- 
paratively easy  and  inexpensive  for  us. 

Vessels  of  the  "Monitor"  and  "Ironsides"  class  are  likely  to  serve  present  pur- 
poses sufficiently  well,  and  to  give  time  to  obtain  from  our  own  and  the  expe- 
rience of  others  better  data  than  can  now  be  had  for  advancing  to  a  more  perfect 
order  of  vessels. 

Notwithstanding  the  earnest  and  long-continued  course  of  investigation  whicb 
has  been  carried  on  by  the  governments  interested,  so  little  is  yet  positireiv 
known  of  the  efi*ect  of  Ordnance  and  the  resistance  of  iron  plates  in  diffcrtut 
forms,  that  the  ablest  and  most  experienced  cannot  agree  in  regard  to  the  annor 
best  calculated  to  oppose  the  most  eflectual  resistance,  or  upon  the  canmon  tLat 
shall  be  employed  to  overcome  that  resistance. 

In  both  cases  there  are  conditions  which  impose  limits  to  the  weight  of  gan 
and  of  the  plating. 

At  the  very  outset  the  latter  presents  itself,  and  the  ship-builder  finds  him- 
self compelled  to  changes  of  the  most  radical  nature,  in  order  that  the  ship  mar 
cany  the  ponderous  armor  intended  for  it,  and  which  in  some  cases  amounts  to 
1,000  tons. 
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of  the  dimenBionB  have  to  be  reduced  eo  that  a  vessel  with  one-half 
greater  eapacity  than  a  two  or  three-decker  is  so  far  shorn  in  height  as  to  leave 
»ut  one  gnn^deck,  thus  becoming  a  frigate  by  the  general  definition.  Of  course 
lie  ordnance  is  reduced  proportionally  in  number  and  weight. 

Sut  there  is  a  check  even  to  this  reduction  of  dimensions,  and  the  thickness 
yf  iron  must  not  exceed  a  certain  extent.  At  this  date  common  practice  does 
aot  go  beyond  4|  to  5  inches. 

>Vhen  this  difficulty  has  been  disposed  of,  the  mode  of  armoring  next  demands 
attention.  Shall  it  be  a  solid  plate,  or  made  of  many  plates  of  less  thickness  f 
But,  most  troublesome  of  all,  now  fasten  it  securely  to  the  side?  For  this  is 
proved  to  be  the  weakest  point  of  the  defence,  and  no  remedy  has  yet  been 
devised  to  prevent  the  fracture  of  bolts  and  nuts,  even  though  the  integrity  of 
the  plate  is  not  materially  injured. 

If,  to  avoid  this,  recourse  be  had  to  ar  structure  entirely  of  iron,  it  appeaiSy 
from  present  data,  that  the  resistance  is  too  much  reduced  thereby.  It  is  pre- 
femfd,  therefore,  to  adhere  to  armor  backed  by  the  wooden  fabric. 

In  the  wake  of  these  almost  insolvable  Questions  follow  others  which,  though 
not  essential  at  first,  become  so  eventually  by  time  and  service,  such  as  the 
probability  that  the  incidents  of  sea  service  will  weaken  the  connexions  of  the 
armor  with  its  own  parts  and  with  the  ship,  and  that  the  difficulty  of  caulking 
will  allifw  of  more  leakage  than  is  convenient. 

The  ordnance  expert  can  by  no  means  rejoice  in  being  free  from  difficulties 
that  pnzzle  his  ingenuity. 

The  number  of  cannon  being  reduced  to  a  third  of  the  number  he  is  accus- 
tomed to  rely  upon,  how  shall  he  supply  the  loss  of  force  by  the  weight  and  kind 
of  those  which  remain  ? 

If  he  acquires  power  by  greater  weight,  he  loses  by  loss  of  time  in  manipu- 
lation of  gun  and  projectile,  hence  some  reduction  by  slowness  of  repetition. 
Then,  again,  shall  he  use  rifled  or  smooth-bore,  breech  or  muzzle  loaders  1  Shall 
be  pierce  or  crush  and  break  bolts  and  strip  off  the  armor,  or  shall  he  even 
attempt  to  enter  the  interior  with  shells  ? 

How  economize  the  open  space  of  the  ports  when  the  g^  is  out,  or  close  it 
when  in  ? 

The  steam  engineer  has  also  his  demands,  for  great  speed  is  indispensable, 
and  he  thus  adds  another  trouble  to  those  of  the  already  bewildered  shipwright. 
Leaving  these  queries  to  be  answered  by  the  parties  most  concerned,  it  will 
suffice  here  to  say  that,  just  now,  the  offence  has  decidedly  the  advantage,  and 
no  sea-going  ship  is  considered  to  be  so  armored  as  to  be  impregnable  to  artillery. 
Of  the  French  results  and  inferences  touching  the  several  points  we  know 
nothing  beyond  what  is  necessarily  disclosed  to  the  observer  in  the  construction 
of  ships. 

The  British  government  have  practiced  less  reticence ;  and  if  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  become  acquainted  with  the  reasoning  of  their  officials,  the  results 
from  which  they  do  reason  are  so  far  public  that  one  cannot  err  Very  widely  as 
to  their  general  bearing. 

A  large  number  of  witnesses  have  usually  been  present  at  the  trials,  including 
officers,  engineers,  ship-builders,  and  others,  civil  and  official.  The  press  is  also 
well  represented,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  all  the  proceedings  are  detailed 
minutely  to  the  nubile,  discussed  in  Parliament,  and  in  meetings  where  the 
ablest  professional  men  are  assembled  for  the  purpose. 

Bo  far  as  an  opinion  can  be  formed  from  such  sources,  one  is  led  to  conclude 
that  those  who,  from  their  distinguished  abilities  and  opportunities  of  investiga- 
tion* should  be  best  qualified  to  judge,  have  arrived  at  no  final  decision  in  regard 
to  any  of  the  essential  points  of  the  problem  above  stated,  which  is,  indeed,  rea- 
sonable, when  it  is  noticed  to  what  extent  these  differ,  and  even  conflict. 
About  a  year  since  (October  21,  1861)  a  number  of  eminent  dignitaries,  mill* 
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iary,  naval,  and  civfl,  met,  in  order  to  witneaa  the  trial  of  a  target  tepregeBtiBg 
the  '* Warrior's"  aidea.  It  was  supposed  that  all  the  power  vhich  oidnaocecoaki 
exert  for  such  a  purpose  was  brought  into  play ;  and  after  this  had  been  drnx 
it  seemed  as  if  the  witnesses  were  generally  favorahlj  impressed  with  the  er- 
dnr^ce  of  the  target,  and  therefore  of  the  ** Warrior." 

But  not  long  after  (April  8,  1862)  Sir  William  Armstrong  placed  In  £ront  ai 
this,  or  a  similar  target,  a  gun  which  he  had  just  completed;  it  threw  a  roond 
shot  of  156  pounds,  which,  with  50  pounds  of  powder,  most  nnexpectedlr 
changed  the  whole  aspect  of  the  question  by  its  treatment  of  the  tar^t,  which 
was  said  to  have  been  completely  pierced. 

The  revulsion  in  common  opinion  went  so  Celt  as  to  discredit  the  *' Warrior'' 
entirely,  and  the  fallibility  of  that  vessel  was  pronounced  certaim 

But  during  a  discussion  in  Parliament  a  member  maintained  that  the  tarts 
had  not  been  accurately  stated  even  by  official  authority,  and  the  dedactiens 
were  consequently  more  unfavorable  to  the  target  than  was  correct.  He  cvia 
affirmed  that  the  target  had  not  been  fatally  injured,  but  would  in  fiict  have 
kept  out  the  shot  from  entering  a  vessel. 

W  hether  for  this  reason  or  not,  the  trial  was  repeated,  and  very  fxillT  disposed 
of  all  doubts  in  favor  of  the  target ;  but  it  settled  the  gun  also,  which  burst  at 
the  fourth  round. 

Thus  demonstrating  that  if  the  target  were  penetrable  by  the  fire  of  such  a 
piece  of  ordnance, -it  was  only  by  an  effort  that  destroyed  the  gun  also — a  ri^k 
not  to  be  thought  of  on  shipboard. 

And  hence  it  was  inferred  that  the  "Warrior"  was  impregnable  to  the  efibrt  ol 
aay  ordnance  that  coidd  be  then  used  safely  against  her. 

The  triumph  of  the  defence  was,  however,  of  short  duration;  for  the  rapture 
of  the  Armstrong  gun  left  the  way  open  to  other  competitors,  and  a  lon^- 
neglected  piece  that  had  lain  remote  from  view  for  several  years  waB  suggested 
u  deserving  of  an  opportunity  to  try  ite  powers. 

This  was  the  Horsfall  13-inch,  of  wrought  iron.  Its  first  blow,  with  a 
shot  of  280  pounds,  was  decisive.  The  plate  was  pierced  and  badly  iujared, 
while  the  endurance  of  the  gun  was  untouched. 

As  if  to  complete  the  entire  failure  of  the  defence  and  to  puzzle  its  advocates, 
Mr.  Whitworth  undertook  to  drive  a  shell  through  a  stout  iron^plated  target, 
which  he  accomplished. 

So  that  the  system  of  armor  that  had  been  relied  on  was  proven  to  be  vul- 
nerable by  shells,  as  well  as  by  shot,  which  was  an  nnhopcd-ior  advantage  on 
the  side  of  the  attack. 

Here  it  will  probably  rest  for  the  while,  until  the  defence  shall  be  able  to  de- 
vise some  plan  of  greater  efficacy. 

It  would  be  unwise,  however,  to  rush  to  the  conclusion  that  armor  is  lu^d- 
less,  because  the  most  powerful  ordnance  should,  under  skilful  groidance,  be 
able  to  pierce  it. 

For,  even  against  such  cannon,  a  ship  may  delay  the  final  disaster  long 
enough  to  make  its  own  guns  of  avail ;  and  when  opposed  to  any  but  the^e 
heaviest  pieces,  will  still  be  in  effect  impregnable. 

The  case  of  the  "  Monitor"  and  "Merrimack"  affords  an  iUnstration. 

No  one  supposes  that  either  of  these  vessels  could  have  escaped  serious  injury 
if  subjected  to  a  course  of  target  firing  from  the  most  recent*  and  powerfiti  de- 
scriptions of  ordnance,  yet  they  sustained  for  four  hoturs  the  utmost  effort  of  each 
other's  batteries. 

The  "Monitor"  was  hardly  more  than  scarred  by  the  fire  of  the  viery  ^n$ 
which,  on  the  preceding  day,  hod  in  a  fourth  of  the  time  acted  most  dec^nie- 
tively  on  the  hulls  and  crews  of  two  fine  wooden  frigates. 

A  very  high  official  authority  (Duke  of  Somerset,  First  Lord  of  the  Adxninlty, 
House  of  Lords,  April  3, 1862,)  has,  to  b^  sure,  imputed  the  de&ult  of  iiyny  to 
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Bfc  or  limb  in  this  combat  to  a  lack  of  power  in  the  artillery  which  the  two 
v«r<«<B^1a  coiried ;  which  in  no  doubt  true ;  bnt  it  is  equally  true  that  no  guns 
of  like  weight  and  kind  now  used  in  the  British  Navy  would  have  effected  as 
much  under  like  circumstances. 

'X^'heee  cannon  are  not  "  idle  against  iron  plates,"  as  may  be  shown  by  their 
operations  upon  samples  of  Warrior  targets  on  which  they  have  been  tried 
Lero.  Nor  are  they  "rifled  shell  ordnance."  Nor  is  their  initial  velocity  as  low 
a*  OOO  feet,  as  stated  by  the  Duke. 

ITie  Xl-inch  guns  of  the  "Monitor"  were  designed  chiefly  for  shells,  which 
-were  computed  to  leave  with  a  velocity  of  at  least  1,250  to  1,300  feet.  In  the 
action  shot  were  used  with  an  mitial  velocity  of  about  1,120  feet. 

Sut  dnce  that  time  the  same  class  of  gun  has  been  isiscertained  to  be  capable 
of  throwing  solid  shot  of  16^  pounds,  with  a  charge  of  30  pounds,  giving  an  initial 
velocity  of  1,400  feet. 

The  IX-inch  guns  of  the  "Merrimack"  were  intended  principally  for  k  shell  oi 
7^  pounds  and  a  charge  of  10  pounds ;  and  therefore  gave  an  initial  velocity  of 
al>out  1.400  feet.  But  they  can  be  safely  used  with  a  solid  shot  and  13^  pounds 
of  powder,  which  produces  an  initial  velocity  of  1,290  feet. 

One  of  these  guns  was  flred  750  times  with  its  shell,  and  then  500  times  with 
&liot  and  the  high  charge,  shcfwing  no  symptom  of  giving  way  after  such  severe 
ueaire. 

The  Duke  of  Somerset  more  nearly  approached  the  present  state  of  the  ques- 
tion when  he  doubted  the  capacity  of  plates  finally  to  resist  the  action  of 
Ordnance ;  but  was  in  fault  in  overestimating  the  service  to  be  expected  of  the 
Armstrong  gun. 

With  regard  to  the  results  spoken  of  as  obtained  in  England,  which  assign  a 
paperiority  to  the  solid  plates,  it  may  or  may  not  be  that  Captain  Ericsson  se- 
U*ctcd,  or  was  compelled  to  use,  one-inch  plates  in  making  up  his  total  thick- 
ncc«d,  for  at  that  time  there  was  very  little  choice  in  the  matter ;  but  it  is  cer- 
t?«in  that  the  practice  made  here  proves  that  several  plates  made  into  one  are 
preferable  on  many  accounts  to  one  solid  plate,  and  would  be  so  altogether  if  it 
wore  not  for  the  increased  number  of  bolts  that  become  requisite,  and  are  the 
weakness  of  all  such  plating. 

Indeed,  even  with  this  disadvantage,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether,  by  any 
pr(»cess,  a  very  thick  solid  plate  can  be  made  equal  in  its  texture  to  the  thinner 
platcft. 

For  in  every  instance  where  I  have  seen  a  solid  plate  pierced  by  a  shot  the 
imperfection  at  the  welds  has  been  made  manifest  by  their  separation,  although 
extt^mally  none  such  could  be  perceived. 

In  this  connexion  it  may  also  be  observed  that  for  want  of  information  it  is 
not  possible  for  us  to  form  a  trustworthy  opinion,  from  the  incidents  of  the 
combat,  of  the  relative  powers,  offensive  and  defensive,  of  the  two  vessels. 

Wc  know  the  armament  of  the  Monitor,  and  also  that  she  was  not  in  any 
way  crippled  by  the  fire  of  the  "Merrimack" ;  the  most  telling  blow  was  on  the 
pilot-house,  but  this  did  not  affect  the  immediate  efficiency  of  the  vessel. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  do  not  know  to  what  extent  the  Merrimack  was  injured 
by  the  fire  of  the  Monitor,  nor,  with  any  certainty,  what  guns  she  carried. 

Among  those  recovered  with  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  was  a  IX-inch,  which, 
by  the  mutilation'  of  sight  masses,  trunnions,  &c.,  must  have  been  one  of  those 
which  our  men  attempted  to  destroy  on  evacuating  the  yard  in  April,  1861. 
It5  muzzle  being  broken  off  induces  the  belief  that  it  was  also  one  of  the  guns 
of  thf?  Merrimack,  which,  in  the  official  report  of  her  proceedings  on  the  8th  of 
March,  is  stated  to  have  had  the  chase  shot  off. 

The  end  of  an  elongated  sheU  was  also  found  in  the  plates  of  the  Monitor^ 
showing  that  such  projectiles  were  fired  by  the  Merrimack. 

These  facts  seem  to  confirm  a  current  rumor  that  this  vessel  had  IX-inch  guns 
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on  the  Bides  and  rifled  fftma  at  each  end,  prohably  32-pomideni,  as  we  fiod  piecci 
of  this  description  used  very  commonly  07  the  Confederates,  or  else  one  of  the 
Blakelr  pattern,  a  few  of  which  are  also  known  to  have  been  fnmished  to  theza. 

If  tnis  be  true,  then  the  metal  was  entirely  too  light  to  affect  the  Monitor, 
and  will  account,  in  a  measure,  for  the  little  damage  sne  sustained. 

As  so  much  interest  was  at  the  time  attracted  to  the  material  of  the  shot  used 
by  the  Monitor,  and  it  was  averred  by  high  authority  that  if  she  had  not  been 
restricted  to  those  of  cast-iron,  but  had  been  allowed  to  fire  the  wiou^ht^inni 
shot  put  on  board  for  the  purpose,  the  Merrimack  would  have  been  sonkt  I  am 
induced  to  say  a  few  words  in  order  to  correct  any  erroneoos  impression  that 
may  still  exist  on  the  sulnect. 

The  cast-iron  shot  fired  by  the  Monitor  average  about  169  pounds,  iLnd,  being 
used  with  15  pounds  of  powder,  had  an  initial  velocity  of  about  1,120  fbet. 

After  the  action  I  caused  ten  of  the  Monitor's  wrought-iron  shot  to  be  weighed; 
they  were  found  to  be  186  to  187  pounds ;  therefore,  (with  a  chaxge  of  13 
pounds,)  their  initial  velocity  would  have  been  about  1,050  feet. 

So  that,  by  using  the  wrought-iron  shot,  the  projectile  velocity  *woald  hav« 
been  reduced ;  and  though  in  no  great  d^ree,  yet  to  that  extent,  whatever  it 
was,  would  have  increased  the  very  cause  of  insufficient  power,  if,  as  genecally 
conceded,  the  efiect  of  shock  be  proportional  to  the  V  *  X  W. 

Secondly,  if  the  criticism  were  intended  rather  fior  the  inferior  tenaidty  of 
the  cast-iron,  which  was  therefore  assumed  to  lessen  the  effect  of  the  caast-iron 
shot  when  compared  with  those  of  wrought-iron,  then  it  is  only  to  be  said  that  the 
theory  is  directly  at  variance  with  the  facts  as  exhibited  in  the  practice  execnteJ 
under  my  immediate  direction,  and  witnessed  by  yourself  and  many  others. 

The  cast-iron  shot  does  break  and  the  wrought-iron  Is  only  crushed ;  but 
while  the  latter  lodges  in  the  4^inch  plate,  the  former  (both  bein?  of  1 1  inehns) 
passes  completely  through  the  plate  and  nearly  through  the  wooden  backing  i^ 
20  inches,  making  a  larger  hole  and  badly  cracking  the  plate. 

The  proper  mode  of  increasing  the  power  of  the  Monitor's  guns  was  to  hare 
increased  the  charge,  which  the  gun  was  capable  of  enduring  safely,  to  Uie  extent 
of  30  pounds;  but  this  was  not  known  at  the  time,  and  all  will  admit  that  the 
occasion  was  not  one  when  any  risk  was  to  be  incurred  unnecessarily. 

The  Monitor  only  fired  42  shots,  and  of  these  many,  no  doubt,  failed  to  strike 
from  the  unavoidable  difficulty  of  aiming  with  perfect  precision. 

Setting  aside  the  disadvantage  due  to  a  first  essay  in  a  combat  of  this  kind, 
the  circumstances  were  entirely  favorable  to  exhibiting  the  full  powers  of  iron- 
clad  ships  like  the  Monitor  and  Merrimack — ^the  distances  being  short  and  the 
object  but  little  above  or  below  the  level. 

When  much  elevation  is  required,  particularly  on  account  of  the  height  of  tb« 
object,  the  fire  of  any  ship-of-war  loses  proportionally  in  effect,  by  reason  of  th« 
difficulty  in  aiming,  and  the  vessel  is  also  more  exposed  to  serious  damage.  In 
the  close  ports  of  an  iron-clad  the  former  must  be  seriously  aggravated,  of  which 
we  had  an  example  in  the  attack  upon  the  work  on  the  James  river,  when  the 
"  Galena  "  and  **  Monitor  "  participated,  and  could  never  make  their  guns  tell  folly 
as  they  would  have  done  had  the  batteries  been  lower. 

The  operations  that  have  been  conducted  here  with  reference  to  the  power  of 
different  cannon  and  projectiles,  as  well  as  the  resistance  of  iron  plating,  have 
been  so  far  satisfactory  that  the  results  derived  have  been  consistent.  Still  they 
are  liable  to  such  qualification  as  may  be  properly  due  to  practice  upon  tai^^etd 
only,  and  in  some  sense  favor  the  defence,  because  many  sources  of  weakness 
which  are  unavoidable  in  the  e;xtensive  stmetuieof  a  ship  are  undimJosed  in  tlie 
strong,  new,  and  well-knit  target,  but  will  appear  when  vessels  are  subjected  to 
fire  and  to  the  wear  and  tear  of  time  and  service,  especially  at  sea. 

So  long  as  the  ponderous  armor  is  merely  attached  to  the  ship  and  if  not 
niade  to  contribute  to  the  strength  of  the  fehric,  bat  severely  taxes  thai  sHeagtlu 
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8o  loi^  Will  tbere  "be  inyolved  a  serious  element  of  deterioration  which  will  after 
a  while  impair  the  general  capacity  for  endurance,  and  in  the  end  unfit  the  ship 
for  battle. 

In'  this  respect,  as  in  many  others,  the  turret  class  are  to  he  excepted  from 
much  of  the  preceding  r^taiarKS,  and  are  probably  of  greater  and  more  certain 
endnrance  under  seyere  fire  than  the  ordinarj  plated  yessel.  So  far  they  are 
likely  to  find  the  most  fitting  sphere  for  their  peculiar  powers  in  the  less  troubled 
'waters  of  harbors  and  riyers ;  though  the  ability  that  has  deyised  them  may 
alBo  be  able  to  give  a  wider  scope  to  their  usefulness. 

ARMAMBNT  OF  IBON-CLADS. 

So  little  haying  been  determined  with  regard  to  the  preferable  mode  of  armor- 
ing ahips,  there  will  necessarily  exist,  as  already  observed,  much  difference  of 
opinion  and  practice  as  to  the  Ordnance  that  will  be  most  serviceable.  This 
would  be  reduced  to  very  narrow  limits  were  it  possible  to  decide  intelligently 
upon  the  claims  of  smooth  and  rifled  cannon.  But  the  obviously  unpeifected 
condition  of  the  latter  interposes  an  obstacle  to  a  fair  consideration  of  its  merits, 
which  the  ingenuity  of  very  clever  men  has  long  been  exerted  upon  without 
complete  success. 

1.  The  rifled  shot,  when  moving  correctly,  is  the  more  accurate  to  first  g^aze, 
though  not  materially  so  at  moderate  distances— Hsay  1,300  to  1,500  yards.  Be- 
yond «  mile  its  advantage  in  this  respect  is  very  marked. 

2.  But,  after  encountering  any  object,  its  deflections  are  of  the  most  erratic  de- 
scription, and  it  generally  tumbles  over  so  as  to  nullify  its  force  and  render  its 
subsequent  direction  beyond  conjecture.  Wherefore  the  rifled  shot  has  no  ca- 
pacity for  ricochet,  which  is  one  of  the  most  certain  modes  of  operating  with  the 
lound  projectiles  in  naval  warfiire,  and  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  because  so 
many  shot  fall  short  and  strike  the  water  first. 

3.  The  rifle  shot  has  greater  penetration  than  the  round,  but  much  less  con- 
eueeive  power. 

At  the  present  time  conaiderable  improvements  are  required  to  give  regularity 
and  certainty  to  .the  distinctive  qualities  of  the  rifled  shot;  and  there  is  no  little 
trouble  experienced  also  with  the  stripping  of  soft  metal  ftom  them,  and  the  im- 

Serfect  operation  of  their  ftises.  These  being  defects  rather  of  detail,  will,  no 
onbt,  be  ultimately  got  rid  of.  Meanwhile,  the  rifle  gun  is  gradually  making 
its  way  into  the  service  and  becoming  better  understood  by  soldiers  and  sailors. 

A  glance  at  the  forms  which  this  arm  has  assumed  in  different  countries 
ehowa  the  great  variety  of  solutions  that  the  problem  is  capable  of,  and  may  pos- 
sibly indicate  some  ^fficulty  in  uniting  all  the  qualities  desired  in  one  piece. 
The  greatest  diversity  will  be  noticed,  for  instance,  between  the  device  of  Arm- 
strong and  of  Whitworth,  and  the  Canon  Bav^  of  the  French.  They  differ 
totally  in  the  material  and  construction  of  tne  cannon,  projectile,  and  ftise. 
And  while  no  one  service  is  entirely  satisfied  with  its  own  arm,  it  seems  to  find 
nothing  better  in  that  of  another. 

If*  in  battering  an  iron-clad,  penetration  only  shall  be  the  paramount  consid- 
erationy  and  other  effects  merely  incidental,  the  rifle  cannon  must  be  selected. 
But  if  the  concussion  and  shattering  of  the  plate  and  its  backing  be  preferred, 
with  snch  penetration  as  might  be  consequent  thereon,  then  the  heavy,  swift, 
round  projectile  will  supply  Uie  l^low  best  adapted  to  such  work. 

So  long  as  the  present  mode  of  plating  continues,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  it  wm  be  most  effectively  attacked  by  cracking  and  bending  the  iron,  start- 
ing the  bolts,  stripping  off  the  armor,  and  breaking  away  large  portions  of  the 
wooden  structore  within. 

And  to  this  mode  of  action  I  feel  more  inclined,  after  witnessing  its  effects 
upon  a  number  of  taraets  plated  with  solid  iron»  or  with  thm  plates  bolted  into 
•ae^  the  diceetaon  of  tne  fire  being  perpendicular  or  oblique. 
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The  iron-clad  "Gnlona"  Buffcrod  most  in  this  way. 

The  fire  was. so  well  directed  (distance  600  yard?)  that  most  of  the  i»hot  wit* 
chiritered  about  the  middle  of  the  f*ide  exi»oi»ed,  a?  if  the  funnel  had  m^t\(h[  for 
a  mark ;  several  rcmainc»d  where  they  had  lodjred  in  the  iron  platin*;.  which.  1»t 
mear*uremont,  proved  to  be  G4-pounderi* ;  other*  had  only  dinttrd  the  anuoraiMi 
fallen  off,  while  a  few  had  passed  entirely  through. 

Seen  from  the  outside,  the  damage  did  not  appear  coni^idcmble,  but  within  is 
was  evidently  irreparable,  for  the  entire  structure  of  the  vessel  waa  so  z^hatU'R:^ 
that  thc're  was  little  power  of  resistance  left. 

The  numl>er  of  guns  being  very  much  reduced,  of  neccRsity,  in  iron-chd^ 
particularly  in  the  turrets,  which  will  only  accommodate  a  pair  of  them,  it  wonid 
naturally  be  supposed  that  the  weight  of  broadside  would  al^»o  \yo  limited. 

But  tbe  vc'r}'  large  calibres  that  are  likely  to  be  adopted  will  so  far  comjifni- 
sate  for  the  loss  in  number  that  the  dimunition  of  power  will  not  be  importint 
and,  in  some  instances,  there  will  be  a  gain  in  weight  of  projectile. 

Thus,  the  Merrimack  originally  threw  1,424  pounds  from  the  broad:«iile,  and 
the  recent  changes  have  increased  this  to  2,440  pounds. 

Whereas  the  "  Roanoke,"  which  belonged  to  that  class,  and  is  now  conTrrtii 
into  a  turret  ship,  will  throw  2,700  pounds  at  an  object  abeam,  when  fully  armf-d, 
and  900  pounds  ahead  or  astern. 

There  must  be,  however,  a  material  reduction  in  the  celerity  of  fire  with  ?un.« 
and  projtH'tiles  so  large  as  the  XV-inch,  whatever  may  be  the  mechanical  api'L'- 
ances  which  may  be  brought  to  assist. 

An  X  1-incli  gun,  with  a  well-disciplined  crew,  can  be  fired  once  a  minn:» : 
but  there  must  be  much  improvement  in  any  mode  now  suggested  befon*  a  XV- 
inch  gini  can  be  fired  once  in  thrice  that  time. 

As  a  certain  capacity  for  repetition  is  essential  to  the  geneml  power  of  .i  ^.l^ 
tery,  there  is  thus  involved  a  disadvantage  which  can  only  be  comjw'n *;!'••*!  :• 
any  I'Xlrnt  by  tlie  j^n-at  concentration  of  cfiect  in  the  indivijlunl  pr«>i«  rtili -.  F  ' 
it  may  be  contM'ivcd  that  tlii'  iftrcts  of  shells  of  X^i)  pounrls,  an-1  .-li"*  ■ :  i' 
ponnll^,  will  be  daniM:j:in«r  heyond  any  i-xpericnce  in  forin'T  battles.  \V}i  =:  r  • 
be  llie  power  ot'  sneli  onlnanei'  against  iron-cased  siiijis — (Miuijiaratix^-  ■  r  .  •-  - 
Inte — remains  to  be  ascertained.  'I'liis,  as  well  as  the  piece  it.^elt'.  i-  y. :  :■  "  ...■: 
ex])eriment. 

It  seems  stiperiluons  TO  a  M  that  the  TX  inch  and  XI -inch  ;rnns  ..t*  rl,-   1": 
States  navy  were  intended  to  b:-  nsi-d  against  just  such  ships  a-  \\i  n-  tI:  :: 
strncted  ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  1  may  say  that   th(y  comhine  the  eli-*ii-  i!-   : 
ordnance  power  to  a  greater  degree   than   any  other  guns  of  like   naTar-     .i  : 
wei;::lit. 

I'lie  nse  o|'  armor  f  >r  sliiiis  had  tlien   hardlv  rceived   anv  si  r:  im-   r-'s-':  •■  ■ 
tion.     Xnw.  thai  ir  is  beinir  rajddly  applied  to  all  vessels-nt-war  tlii!  o.:-.  r- 1 
it.  the   ^nns   tli/it    have   hecn    used  will   give  jdace  to   others    in.M-e  t-.i.:'.  ■  ! .  ;• 
ada])ted  to  such    service,  and  the   prosecution   of  tills  <|Uestion    «-cev:'ii  -  ;..!  •!■ 
atl'-ntion  that  may  be  >pared  fn»m  the  ])re>simr  d.emands  n{'  the  yv*  -•   i:  ..  .-. 

Two  new  classes  ol' Lrun>  are  alreadv  in  exi>tence  ;   (.r.e  of  thesi  .  ?li.    W 
is  actuallv  mount<'d  on  <«ur  inm-clads.     TheotlnT  has  a.lreidv  bei-ri  :rii  !   .'  ' 
])lates  nf  ;')]  inches  thickness,    wiih     an  oak   backing  of   1*<   inelu -.    '.»:.ii-'i     : 
'iOO  yards;   through  which  its  shot  pissed  witli  ease.      Meau'whih,  il-.*  -jiw-    '- 
ready  <ui    hand  will    be  aceuinmodated    as  tar  a-   pnssiMe    t'>    iIj.     ih  \»     -■  .' 
thinii^.   and    it   is   satisfictory  to  kn'»w  that  a    severe  te^t   ]iro\-i-^    :>]■    1\       ' 
and    \  1-inch  aide  to  boar  cnntinned  tiring  with   soH.l   >h«»t   and    charj- -  •. 
•vrealer  than  those  for  which  they  were  intended;   the  lX-inc!i  fne-b.jil  _■..;!  : 
file  .\  I -inch  double  the  original  (|Uaniity  of  powder. 

Ill  this  connexion  it  may  be  observed  that  erroneous  impressions  havi  .-i- 
fiiiiied  currency  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  action  which  was  pn»i>osed  f  r  sLi* 
9*\)\v  of  ^Mu\,  au  \\\«>\,\\Tie<^  Q^  >n\vv:\v\vqa  already  been  noticed  as  emauiitin^  £nom 
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m  official  personage.  A  recent  repetition  of  this  error  hj  a  liigh  popular  an- 
tboritj  would  induce  the  uuprofesdional  reader  to  suppose  that  the  sole  object 
»f  these  guns  was  to  fire  large  mass^  of  metal  with  low  velocity,  regardless  of 
all  proper  effect.  Whereas  it  was  merely  designed  to  drive  the  heaviest  pro- 
jectilifs  that  could  be  conveniently  manipulated  with  no  more  velocity  than  would 
^ust  pass  entirely  through  a  ship's  side.  The  complete  penetration  of  the  ob- 
ject Mr  as  to  be  effect-ed,  but  with  no  more  velocity  than  absolutely  indispensable 
f*>r  that  object;  and  thus  the  greatest  amount  of  concussive  power  was  combined 
with  sufficient  penetration. 

These  views  were  fully  given  at  length  in  a  publication  made  some  six  years 
amce,*  and  illustrated  by  instances  of  practical  results.  * 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  ordnance  designed  so  particularly  for  a  given 
eiFect  upon  wooden  sWctures  should  be  equally  fitted  to  operate  upoQ  armored 
veeeels.  Their  application  to  this  service  was,  therefore,  temporarv;  and  yet, 
eveu  under  such  disadvantages,  the  Xl-inch  shot,  fired  with  30  pounds,  is  known 
to  act  severely  on  targets  plated  with  4^inch  iron,  and  to  have  an  endurance 
with  these  excessive  charges  that  could  not  have  been  expected. 

The  cannon  used  in  England  to  fire  at  the  "Warrior  target,"  in  April,  1862, 
was  made  of  wrought  iron,  after  the  design  of  Sir  WOliam  Armstrong.  It  is 
SAid  to  have  weighed  nearly  27,000  pounds,  and  on  the  above  occasion  was  fired 
four  times  with  50  pounds  of  powder  and  a  round  shot  of  156  pounds. 

The  Xl-inch  gun  weighs  16,000  pounds,  (cast  iron,)  and*  in  proportion  to  its 
weiprbt  would  be  doing  the  same  work  as  this  Armstrong  gun  if  it  was  fired  with 
31  pounds  of  powder  and  a  93-pound  shot. 

One  of  this  class,  now  here,  has  been  fired  155  times,  as  follows  : 

22  rounds  with  20  pounds  ^ 
101  rounds  with  25  pounds  >  Shot  of  165  to  169  pounds. 
32  rounds  with  30  pounds  ) 

A  charge  of  30  pounds  is  very  nearly  proportional  to  that  used  in  the  Arm- 
strong 156-pounder,  and  the  shot  is  80  per  cent,  heavier  than  it  should  be  rela- 
tively, and  1 3  pouuds  absolutely  than  the  shot  of  the  British  gun. 

The  gun  is  not  burst,  nor  does  it  exhibit  any  indication  of  giving  way.  The 
Armstrong  gun  has  burst,  and  it  gave  way  with  a  charge  of  50  pounds.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  fired  160  or  170  times,  several  of  which  were  with  much 
heavier  charges — 60  to  90  pounds — ^but  of  this  we  have  no  information  here  be- 
yond what  may  have  appeared  at  different  times  in  the  public  prints. 

On  another  occasion  an  Xl-inch  gun  was  fired  500  times,  of  which  170  fires 
per  day  were  made  in  two  successive  days,  which  so  heated  the  gun  that  it  was 
found  to  be  warm  18  hours  afterwards.    No  sign  of  weakness  wa^  detected. 

The  IX-inch  class,  in  the  ratio  of  the  British  gun,  should  throw  shot  of  54 
pounds,  with  18  pounds  of  powder. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  one  recently  proved  with  750  service 
charges  (10  pounds)  and  shells  of  72  pounds,  and  500  extra  charges  (13^  pounds 
of  powder)  and  shot  of  90  pounds,  which  last  may  be  assumed  to  produce  a 
«train  equal  to  the  proportional  charge.     The  gun  still  looks  sound. 

Anotlier  of  the  same  class,  after  1,500  service  charges,  (10  pounds,)  and  shells 
of  72  pounds,  was  fired  with  gradually  increasing  charges  until  at  the  last  round 
(twenty-second)  it  burst  with  a  charge  of  20  pounds  of  powder  and  10  shot, 
weighing  in«the  aggregate  900  pounds. 

The  endurance,  therefore,  of  these  cast-iron  guns  bears  comparison  with  the 
best  forged  British  guns  of  the  latest  design,  and  the  model  must  therefore  be 
good. 


«  Shells  and  Shell-guns.    Triibner :  London,  1866. 
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The  calibre  of  the  pieee,  and  the  relocitj  with  whieh  the  ball  shall  moTe^aie 
entirely  adaptable  to  what  may  be  requirecL 

It  maj  be  that  the  ratio  or  Telocity  to  weight  ehoiild  be  greater  ^rliem  ma, 
and  not  wood,  is  to  be  stmck,  which  will  be  detennined  quite  in  season. 

COAST  DBFBNCE8. 

The  ease  and  impunity  with  which  even  one  iron^dad  can  enter  a  port  not 
specially  prepared  for  such  a  visitor,  and  commit  mischief  at  pleasure,  sugg*^ 
the  policy  of  providing  by  timely  measures  against  the  possibiuty  of  damage  to 
the  immense  resources  thus  exposed. 

Some  ten  years  since  I  took  occasion,  upon  a  call  finom  the  War  Department,* 
to  point  to  the  defenceless  condition  of  many  of  our  harbors,  particulany  that  of 
New  York,  which,  by  its  facility  of  access  and  great  accommodation  of  means, 
invited  attack  from  the  enterprise  or  cupidity  of  an  enemy. 

These  means  are  not  limited  to  the  abun4iuit  wealth  tluit  commerce  has  col- 
lected from  every  quarter.  But  in  the  city  and  its  vicinity  are  the  vast  work- 
shops from  which  issue  the  ships  and  their  engines  that  have  within  a  twelre- 
month  given  a  new  fleet  to  the  country ;  being,  in  fact,  so  many  navy  yard& 
caUed  into  existence  almost  at  the  instant,  which  would  lie  onder  the  vor 
cannon  of  a  hostile  iron-clad,  and,  if  destroyed,  would  deprive  the  countiy  of 
resources  not  to  be  replaced  for  vears. 

The  present  state  of  our  puolic  affairs  seems  to  offer  good  reason  for  eon- 
sidering  this  subject  seriously  and  promptly.  We  have  had,  not  long  sinee* 
bitter  experience  of  the  facility  with  which  the  usual  mode  of  settling  a  debatable 
question  might  be  set  aside,  and  an  ultimatum  at  the  outset  dicta^od  to  us,  with 
such  preparation  as  left  no  doubt  that  our  non-compliance  would  be  vi«:ited  with 
the  same  pacific  correctives  which  history  records  as  having  been  administered 
at  Copenhagen,  (1807,)  at  Constantinople,  (1807,)  and  to  Spain,  (1804;)  oi 
which  occasions  the  fleets  of  Denmark  and  the  treasure  ships  of  Spain  wer« 
seized,  and  like  attempts  made  on  the  navy  of  Turkey,  although  these  powen 
were  actually  at  peace,  and  were  only  suspected  of  hostile  intent. 

No  injury  can  result  to  the  public  interest  from  speaking  openly  on  the  con- 
dition of  our  ports  and  coasts;  for  it  is  quite  as  well  understood  by  others  as  hy 
ourselves,  these  harbors  being  habitually  frequented  by  foreign  traders,  and  the 
amplest  information  in  regard  to  them  minutely  shown  in  our  own  beaatiftt] 
Coast  Survey  charts  to  all  who  may  choose  to  examine  them. 

It  behooves  us,  therefore,  in  good  season,  to  estimate  the  danger  rightly,  and 
the  remedy. 

In  regard  to  the  latter  there  will  naturally  be  some  difference  of  opinion,  which 
will  be  best  investigated  and  judged  of  by  those  who  shall  be  intnisted  with  the 
duty. 

Still,  taking  our  own  great  seaport  as  an  example,  my  own  views  are  that « 
trustworthy  and  thorough  defence  can  only  be  made  by  a  hannonio<is  and  just 
combination  of  forts,  iron-clads,  and  rams,  with  such  other  minor  auxiliaries  as 
may  be  contributed  to  the  general  purpose;  singly,  neither  would  be  effisctual 

1.  The  principal  defences  of  the  citv  of  New  York  by  land  are  to  be  at  Sandy 
Hook,  the  Narrows,  and  upon  all  the  little  islands  near  the  city. 

Whatever  may  be  selected  as  the  material  of  the  interior  structure  of  the  fort, 
the  exterior  must  be  of  iron.  lines  of  ea^works  will  also  be  useful  in  assist- 
ing and  completing  the  position  of  the  main  work. 

%ut  by  no  means  should  bare  masonry  be  exposed  to  the  action  of  rrfk 
cannon. 

2.  The  sites  of  these  works  should  be  at  a  reasonable  hd^t  above  the  wafer, 

o  Bz.  Doe.  Vo.  S,  3Sd  Oongiea,  lit  lealoa. 
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Mcause  die  fire  of  Bklps  alwajs  loses  much  of  its  effect  against'  elevated  objects; 
ind  iroii«clads  have  still  greater  difficulties  to  contend  witib  from  the  very  limited 
legree  of  elevation  which  their  pwts  permit,  and  the  obstacles  that  interpose  in 
umin^  delibenitelj. 

For  these  reasons  the  forts  at  the  Narrows  are  iUj  calculated  to  hinder  the 
passage  of  an  iron-clad,  or  even  to  withstand  its  direct  attack;  less  so,  indeed, 
than  the  seemingly  insignificant  earthworks  on  the  elevated  plateau  to  the  left 

3.  A  sufficient  number  of  iron-clads  should  be  ready  to  assist  the  forts,  and  to 
fill  in  the  gaps  left  between  them. 

4.  With  tnese  should  act  the  most  powerful  rams  that  can  be  built 

Their  construction  to  be  very  powenul,  their  lines  very  fine,  draught  moderate^ 
fiDed  with  steam-power,  and  impervious  to  shot 

This  description  of  steamer  ought  never  to  act  singly,  for  by  a  skilful  and 
timely  change  inllirection  the  vessel  attacked  might  elude  the  blow  and  leave  no 
good  opportunity  to  renew  it  for  some  time;  a  second  or  a  third  ram,  co-operating 
with  tne  first,  would  make  it  impossible  to  avoid  a  direct  blow  from  one  of 
them. 

It  is  obvions  also  that  rams  would  be  of  litde  force  in  chase,  unless  their  speed 
were  very  much  greater  than  that  of  the  other  vessel. 

Obstructions  of  various  kinds  may  also  be  placed  at  difierent  parts  of  the 
eliannel. 

It  will  be  seen  that  I  now  have  in  view  only  the  main  passage  to  the  city,  the 
Baritan  bay  and  the  "  Kills  "  being  easily  defensible. 

The  same  remarks  which  apply  to  New  York  are  also  applicable  to  many  other 
seaports,  such  as  Newport,  Portland,  &c. 

And  on  the  Pacific  side,  most  especially  to  San  Francisco,  which,  though 
remote  from  the  scene  of  the  present  struggle,  is  yet  worth  all  attention  and 
care  in  fortifying  it  against  attack,  for  this  superb  harbor  should  not  be  exposed 
to  the  least  mischance. 

The  greatly  increased  importance  of  Key  West,  and  similar  islands,  demands 
improvements  in  their  fortmcations,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  iron-clads  and 
rams. 

GUNNERY-SHIP. 

It  seems  very  late  now  to  urge  the  institution  of  a  system  of  instmction  in 
gunnery  for  our  seamen.  Other  naval  powers  have  considered  this  one  of  the 
indispensable  requisites  for  a  Navy,  while  with  us  it  has  recefVed  no  countenance 
whatever.  In  1857,  at  my  urgent  solicitation,  the  Department  allowed  me  the 
use  of  a  ship  for  this  purpose ;  bat  no  measures  were  taken  to  supply  men  for 
instruction,  so  that  the  main  purpose  was  defeated,  and  after  a  while  the  vessel 
itedf  was  directed  to  another  use,  at  a  time  when  200  or  300  good  captains  of 
guns  <sould  have  been  supplied  from  it  yearly  to  the  navy. 

I  have  been  entirely  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  an  interest  so  vital  should  have 
been  thus  neglected ;  for  whatever  may  be  the  skill  of  the  officers,  it  is  manifest 
that  the  efiect  of  each  gun  in  action  depends  on  the  seaman  who  adjuiBts  the 
sights,  takes  the  aim,  and  fires  the  piece.  Yet  this  person  is  left  entirely  to  his 
own  instincts  to  pick  up  such  notions  as  chance  may  throw  in  his  way. 

It  seems  to  be  a  common  impression  that  all  seamen  are  conversant  with  the 
use  of  artilleiy,  which  is  by  no  means  correct.  On  the  contrary,  this  knowledge 
is  the  peculiar  acquirement  of  the  man-o'-war's-men,  and  is  only  obtained  in  the 
Navy. 

When,  therefore,  the  department  is,  by  the  exigencies  of  circumstances,  com- 
pelled suddenly  to  increase  the  number  of  its  seamen,  resort  is  frequently  neces- 
sary to  those  whose  service  may  not  have  been  in  the  Navy. 
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The  material  is  exceUent,  bat  still  Las  to  be  initiated  into  the  Tevy  jwSsaeBJus 
of  gannery. 

The  ship-of-war  about  going  into  service,  and  which  mar  be  in  acdoa  bvt  « 
few  days  after  receiving  a  new  crew»  is  not  by  any  means  the  place  of  schoolTng 
the  recmits;  yet  such  most  be  the  case  nnd^  present  ammgementw. 

And  this  is  now  of  even  more  importance,  from  the  fact  that  oar  ships  sze 
yenr  short  of  officers. 

I  may  mention  here  one  fact  corroboratiYe  of  the  foregoing. 

Just  after  the  disaster  at  Boll's  Bon,  (1861,)  I  was  caUed  on  (as  Commandant 
of  the  Navy  Yard)  to  place  a  detachment  of  seamen  at  an  important  mnnt,  t/> 
assist  in  the  defence  of  the  lines.  Three  hundred  prime,  able-bodied  seamen 
were  mastered  for  the  parpose,  and  on  a  preliminary  examination,  with  a  view  to 
stationing  the  men  at  me  gans  they  were  to  man,  it  was  found  that  only  ten  or 
fifteen  had  ever  served  at  a  gun  before. 

Wherefore  I  respectfully  urge  that  some  course  of  instruction  in  gunneiy  may 
be  institated  as  a  part  of  ue  system  of  the  navy,  Jar  battle  is  but  the  karxat 
of  preparatioH. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  consideration  of  the  present  orgaoiza* 
tion  of  this  Bureau.  The  nature  of  its  duties  are  military  as  well  as  civil,  and. 
the  minutest  details  of  a  cannon  or  its  management  on  shipboard  are  suljeete  ot 
its  cognizance,  as  well  as  the  directions  for  making  cannon  and  all  their  odrnpii- 
cated  appliances. 

It  is  thus  necessarily  in  the  closest  professionsl  contact  with  commanded  of 
fleets  and  of  ships,  as  well  as  of  founders  and  mechanics. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DAHL6REN, 
Chi^  of  Bureau  of  OrJuamct, 
Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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CREAUOF  PROYISIONS  AND  CLOTHING- 


Abstract  of  annual  report,  dated  November  25»  1862. 

rmuBtttti  estimatefl,  abstnictfi,  and  Btatements ;  contract  system  defective ;  public  bakexy 
;  paymaBters*  clerks  inadequately  paid ;  additional  clerks  required  In  the  bureau. 


Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing, 

November  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  eBtimates,  marked  A»  B,  and  G»  with  ab- 
racto  and  etatements,  marked  from  D  to  L,  inclufiive. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  and  sudden  increase  of  the  navy,  the  last  year 
13  been  one  of  extraordinary  difficulty  for  supplying  its  wants^  During  the 
ime  period  large  armies  were  called  into  the'  field  and  required  great  quantities 
'  many  of  the  same  articles  that  were  necessary  for  our  naval  squadrons.  But 
>twitlistanding  this  unprecedented  state  of  afCairs,  and  in  spite  of  the  inherent 
^fects  in  the  system  of  supplies,  the  numerous  vessels  in  the  public  service  have 
sen  well  provided  for. 

CONTRACTS. 

The  existing  system  of  liaval  contracts  is  most  disadvantageous  to  the  public 
tterests  in  various  ways.  The  law  requires  that  all  naval  supplies,  with  a  few 
cceptions,  shall  be  procured  under  contracts  given  to  the  lowest  bidders,  afker 
ublic  advertisement.  At  first  sight  this  seems  to  be  the  fairest  and  most  judi* 
iou8  course,  but  experience  proves  that  further  legislation  is  needed  to  exehide 
responsible  and  designing  parties.  The  practical  result  of  the  present  system 
»,  that  many  contracts  are  obtained  by  parties  who  fail  to  fulfil  if  the  contract 
ecomes  a  losing  one,  and  then  the  government  must  go  into  the  market  at  a 
isadvantageous  time  and  under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances.  There  are 
len  whose  principal  business  for  many  years  has  been  that  of  government  con- 
factors,  who  manufacture  nothing,  and  can  only  claim  to  be  "regular  dealers'' 
ly  reason  of  supplying  the  government  and  by  occasional  speculations  with  out- 
tde  parties.  Some  of  these  men  have  no  capital  nor  credit  apart  from  what 
hey  aerive  from  having  government  contracts,  yet  they  do  not  nesitate  to  pro- 
(oee  to  furnish  half  a  mulion  dollars  worth  of  stores,  and  their  proposals  must 
«  received,  if  they  are  the  lowest  bidders,  and  comply  with  the  conditions  of 
he  law. 

Not  onfreqnently  bidders  propose  for  contracts  with  no  intention  of  fulfilling, 
mt  for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  contract  to  some  third  party- for  a  bonus ;-  and 
hough,  by  law,  such  transfer  abrogates  the  contract,  the  penalty  is  easily  evaded;. 
)at  there  are  many  honorable  exceptions,  where  men  of  capital,  and  prudence, 
md  high  standing  for  integrity  make  their  contracts  eareftdly  and  fulfil  them, 
icrupulously,  though  sometimes  at  heavy  loss.  If  such  only  were  received  as 
^Qtractors,  the  government  might  find  the  present  mode  of  procuring  supplies 
idrantaeeous;  but,  unfortunately,  the  speculators  toa  often  secure  contracts  to 
ihe  exclusion  of  manufacturers  and  regular  dealers,  and  the  department  is 
powerless  to  prevent  it  without  a  change  of  law. 

The  disadvantages  of  contracting  with  unreliable  parties  are  not  confined  to 
the  loss  of  money  alone,  but  the  delays  and  inconveniences  that  must  frequently 
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result  are  worthy  of  fiir  grayer  consideratioiL  A  Bingle  daj's  delay  in  fanoib- 
ing  or  euppljing  a  veeBel  may  lead  to  incalciilable  injmy  and  Iobb.- 

The  eyfls  of  the  present  system  of  naral  contracts  might  be  obTiatedbt 
degree  by  enacting  that  the  following  classes  of  persons  sl^dl  not  hereafter  be 
received  as  principals  or  guarantors  on  any  proposal,  or  as  sureties  on  aa j  oft- 
tracts  viz: 

Fini.  Persons  known  to  be  defaulters  on  former  contracts  with  the  goraa* 
ment  either  as  principals  or  sureties. 

Second.  All  persons  who  do  not  give  satisfactory  proof  to  the  Xavj  Dtpav 
ment  of  their  being  established  manufiicturers  of,  or  regular  wholesale  deakn  is. 
the  articles  they  propose  to  furnish. 

PUBLIC  BAKBRY. 

In  nothing  are  the  inconrenience  and  loss»  consequent  upon  the  eontnct 
system,  so  great  or  so  manifest  as  in  the  article  of  bread. 

The  quantity  required  annually  for  40,000  men  is  12,740,000  pounds,  witliooJ 
including  the  losses  by  condemnation  and  shipwreck,  which,  for  the  cun«nt  jcr, 
will  probably.increase  that  quantity  to  fifteen  millions  of  pounds,  xeqoiriiig  ooct 
than  80,000  barrels  of  flour  for  its  manufacture.  To  bake  this  large  quotitj 
properly,  and  to  dry  it  thoroughly  before  packin?  for  sea  use,  will  lequiit  ow  * 
more  naval  bakeries,  sufficient  to  make  ail  the  bread  used  in  the  navy.  0^ 
nations  with  large  navies  have  found  public  bakeries  indispensable,  and  oor  on 
experience,  from  day  to  day,  shows  it  to  be  necessary  for  us  to  adopt  the  see 
plan.    The  manifest  advantages  to  be  thus  secured  are  these: 

The  flour  could  be  selected  from  the  brands  best  adapted  to  keeping  sItfC 
time  at  sea. 

The  bread  would  be  loade  by  the  beet  proceB8(».  and' baked  in  the  --t 
approved  ovens. 

Ample  time  and  space  would  be  given  for  thoroughly  drving  the  bread  brfcit 
sending  it  on  board  ship,  and  it  would  be  packed  in  the  best  manner,  and  do( 
again  disturbed  for  inspection  or  repacking  until  shipped;  and  we  BhooUtiiu 
secure  the  great  advantage  of  always  having  a  sumcient  quantity  of  tkebtft 
b^ead  for  all  demands. 

I  would  suggest  that  measures  be  taken  for  the  erection  of  ooe  or  idc^ 
bakeries  on  the  most  approved  plan,  and  that  until  their  completion  the  depst- 
ment  be  authorized  to  hire  bakeries,  and  take  all  other  necessary  mesaoi^^^ 
supplying  the  men  with  suitable  bread. 

CLERKS. 

The  pay  of  clerks  at  naval  stations  has  never  been  fixed  with  reference  to  t» 
amount  of  their  labor  and  responsibility,  and  it  has  been  changed  firoiD  timc^ 
time  by  partial  alterations,  which  inured  to  the  benefit  of  all  other  clerks  Vi/s^ 
than  to  tnat  of  paymasters'  clerks,  yet  their  duties  are  as  arduous  as  those  of  to; 
clerks  in  the  yards,  while  their  pay  is  smallest  of  all.  At  all  navy  jaidji  (ex<^^ 
in  Galifamia)  their  pay  is  but  $750  per  annum,  while  the  clerk  of  the  jvi^ 
the  first  clerks  of  commandants  and  naval  storekeepers  receive  tl,200.  '^ 
seems  to  be  no  justice  in  this  distinction,  for  any  impartial  judge  viU  0^7"''! 
the  labor  and  responsibilities  of  paymasters'  clerks  are  as  great  as  thoee  of  tfj^ 
the  clerks  iust  named. 

The  inaacquacy  of  the  compensation  of  paymasters*  derka  at  sea  is  fltiH  ivf^ 
marked.  In  the  largest  ships  in  commission  their  pay  is  but  $500,  lai  ^ 
smaller  vessels  but  $400  per  annum  and  thirty  cents  per  day;  and  eTso  iUmf^^ 
sum  ceases  with  the  cruise.  The  pay  of  paymasters'  clerks  in  the  amj  »  ^^' 
at  all  times,  and  seventy-five  cents  a  day  additional  while  empiojei  b<M 
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le  aggregate  of  $973  75  per  anntim  when  on  duty.  PaymaateiB'  derks  at 
la  have  diarge  of  large  amonnts  of  public  property,  and  their  duties  are  per- 
nned  while  thej  are  deprived  of  the  comfortB  of  the  shore.  The  paj  of  the 
erlu  on  sea  duty  is  the  only  pay  in  the  navy  which  has  not  been  raised  since 
te  enactment  of  the  law  of  1842.  Bat,  oil  the  contrary,  it  has  been  diminished 
y  the  change  in  the  rates  of  vessels-of-war.  The  law  of  1842  gives  to  a  pay- 
taster's  derk  in  a  line-of-battle  diip  $700  per  annum  and  in  a  frigate  $500. 
10  vessel  of  the  former  class  ever  goes  to  sea  now;  but  the  heavy  steam  frigates, 
ke  the  Wabash,  have  taken  their  place.  The  paymaster's  clerk  in  such  ships 
ieeives  but  $500  per  annum  and  a  ration.  I  earnestly  recommend  that  the  pay 
f  clerks  in  the  navy  be  equalized,  and  that  that  of  paymarters'  clerks  at  sea  be 
xed  with  reference  to  the  complements  of  vessels  instead  of  their  rates.  The 
ist  gives  the  true  measure  of  iJie  labor  performed,  while  the  other  is  arbitrary 
nd  continually  changing. 

ADDITIONAL  CLERKS  IN  THIS  BDBBAU. 

The  clerical  force  in  the  bureaa  is  entirely  inadequate  to  the  performance  of 
ts  duties.  But  one  additional  clerk  has  been  authorized  since  1850,  though 
here  are  now  more  than  five  times  as  many  vessels  and  stations  with  accounts 
0  settle  at  the  bureau. 

The  contracts  and  correspondence  have  greatly  increased ;  and  the  expendi- 
QrsB  made  through  its  agency  have  grown  m>m  one  and  a  half  million  annually 
0  more  than  six  millions.  At  least  four  clerks  in  addition  to  the  present  num- 
>er  are,  in  my  opinion,  indispensable  to  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the 
tureao.  • 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  BRIDGE, 

CA^f  of  Bureau. 
Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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BUREAU  OF  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 


Navy  Drpartbtbnt, 
Bttreau  ofMedicime  and  Smrgery,  October  28»  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  witb  yonr  instracdons  of  the  27th  AnCTBt  nltiiDo,  I  bar^ 
the  honor  to  submit  estimates  of  the  amount  required  for  m»  support  of  ih^ 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Suigerj,  and  the  medical  department  of  the  navy,  (widi 
the  exception  of  hospitab,)  for  the  fiscal  jear  ending  June  30, 1864. 

The  fiscal  condition  of  the  medical  department  is  represented  9s  foDowa : 

Balance  of  former  appropriations  for  "surgeons'  necessaries  and  appliuioM*' 
remaining  in  the  treasuiy  June  30,  1862 S37,12^  CI 

Appropriations  for  "  surgeons'  necessaries  akid  appliances  "  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1863,  per  act  of  Congress  approved 
July  14,  1862 77,900  (M) 

Amount  of  hospital  fund  in  treasury  June  30.  1862 141,315  1'2 

Amount  requir^  for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and 

Surgery  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864,  (schedule  A) 10,990  lO 

Amount  required  for  the  medical  department  of  the  navy,  on 
shipboard,  and  all  naval  stations,  with  the  exception  of  hospitals* 
for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1864,  (schedule  B) 157.500  ^  ^ 

Expenses  hitherto  paid  firom  the  general  contingent  fund  of  the 
navy,  (schedule  B) 40.000  C  • 

It  is  hardly  possible,  in  vie'W'  of  the  changed  character  of  the  naval  foroe£.  to 
make  the  usual  estimates,  based  on  the  complement  of  the  vessel.  It  15  pre- 
sumed, before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  most  of  the  larger  vessels  now  in 
commission  will  give  place  to  those  of  a  very  dissimilar  style.  It  is  consids^d 
safer,  therefore,  to  make  &per  capita  estimate,  based  upon  the  expenditoxc  <^ 
theprevious  year. 

The  cost  of  each  man  in  the  navy  during  that  period,  for  all  casess  inTohria^ 
medical  disbursement,  was  about  $3,  or,  more  exactly,  $3  02.  Aasamiog  tlf 
force  to  be  employed  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1864,  to  be  4^.0oO 
men,  the  same  rate  of  expenditure  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $135,900. 

But  the  enhanced  price  of  articles  under  the  tariff,  ana  the  common  casnaltM 
of  war,  will  doubtless  increase  the  ratio  of  expense.    I  deem  it  prudent  to  ^-ti- 
mate  the  cost  per  man  at  $3  50,  making  the  sum  required  for  service  ftflost 
,  $157,500. 

In  conformity  with  section  5  of  the  act  to  reorganize  the  Navy  DepartoMfit, 
approved  July  5,  1862,  requiring  estimates  for  specific,  general,  and  contingat 
expenses  of  the  several  bureaus  to  be  furnished  by  the  chiefe  thereof  to  tin 
Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  the  following  estimate  is  submitted  for  expenaea  hitherto 
defrayed  from  the  general  contingent  fund  of  the  navy,  and  for  sudh  other  objects 
as  the  unanticipated  events  of  the  war  may  present,  "contingent,*'  $40,000. 

I  submit  tabular  statements  of  sick,  compiled  from  the  reporta  of  aick*  from 
the  naval  stations  within  the  United  States,  and  firom  the  vessels  in  comaauxA 
on  home  and  foreign  stations,  for  the  year  aiding  December  31,  1861. 

The  recall  of  our  squadrons  from  foreign  Btation8»  and  the  freaaent  tns^^^ 
of  the  vessels  serving  in  the  different  divisions  of  the  Atlantic  ana  Gnlf  foie^ 
render  it  impossible  to  submit  the  usual  classification  exhibiting  the  disctfue  ioc^ 
dent  to  our  dlBferent  naval  stations. 
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Instead  of  the  distmct  exhibits  heretofore  submitted,  the  ageregate  sick,  &e., 
>f  vessels  in  commission  is  all  that  can  be  presented  in  view  of  the  cause  abore 
mentioned. 

The  squadron  in  the  Pacific  is  the  onlj  one  maintained  in  the  customary  man- 
Qer  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1861. 


Statement  of  tick,  compiled  from  report*  of  tick  from  the  naval  stations  in  the 
United  States f  and  from  vessels  in  commission  on  home  and  frnreign  stations 
fryr  the  year  ending  December  31,  1861. 
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The  following  casualties  are  reported  to  this  office  as  baring  oecnrred  on 
shipboard  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  lists,  however,  are  still  ▼pnr 
fkr  from  complete.  Upwards  of  one  hundrd  persons  were  killed  or  seTerdy 
wonnded  by  the  explosion  of  the  steamer  Monnd  Gitj,  in  White  liyer,  Aihaoia^ 
in  Jnne  last,  of  which  ^but  imperfect  reports  hare  been  received : 

OBNBBAl.. 

North  Atlantic  squadron 23  killed 19  womided. 

South  Atlantic  squadron 15  killed 9  wounded. 

Eastern  Gulf  squadron 6  killed 5  wounded. 

Western  Oulf  squadron 66  killed ....  196  wounded. 

Potomac  flotilla 2  killed 4  wounded. 

ICississippi 4  killed 1  wounded. 


Making 


116kiUed 234  wounded. 


Of  these,  96  are  reported  slightly  and  43  severely  wounded ;  95  not  defined. 

SPECIAL. 

At  Forts  St.  Philip  and  Jackson  and  New  Orleans,  38  killed*  159  wounded; 
at  Hilton  Head,  8  killed,  23  wounded,  6  seriously,  17  slightly. 

In  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  8  were  killed  and  17  wounded. 

In  the  James  river  flotilla*  at  the  attack  on  Fort  Darling,  13  were  killed  and 
12  wounded. 

In  the  cutting  out  of  the  Judith,  at  Pensacola,  3  were  killed  and  12  wounded. 

In  the  attack  upon  the  Congress  and  Cumberland  bv  the  Merrimack,  in  March 
last,  120  are  missing  from  the  former,  supposed  to  oe  killed  or  drowned,  and 
121  from  the  latter.  On  board  the  Minnesota,  3  were  killed  and  16  wounded, 
in  her  encounter  with  the  Merrimack ;  and  3  were  killed  and  1  wounded  by  ex- 
plosion on  board  the  steamer  Whitehall  at  the  same  time. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1860  there  remained  under  treatment  454  cases; 
durinff  the  year  1861  there  occurred  22,707  cases  of  disease^  injury,  &c  making 
a  totiu  of  23,161  cases  treated  during  the  year;  of  which  number  178  died, 
82,042  were  returned  to  duty  or  discharged  the  service;  leaving  941  cases  under 
trmtment  at  the  end  of  the  year  1861. 

The  average  strength  of  the  navy,  (officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  engineer 
corps  included,)  was  about  20,000,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained.  The  pro- 
portion or  eases  admitted  to  the  whole  number  of  persons  in  the  aerviee  wae 
about  1.13,  or  each  person  was  on  the  sick  list  l^^^  times  during  the  year.  Tho 
proportion  of  deaths  to  the  whole  number  in  the  service  was  0.89;  and  the  p<7- 
centage  of  deaths  to  the  whole  number  of  cases  treated  was  0.77,  or  one  death 
in  about  130  cases. 
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,  HOSTITAL  F0ND. 

ITbe  emditioii  of  thiB  fimd  is  represented  as  foDows: 

B&laiioe  smatning  on  hand  June  30,  1861 $134, 302  95 

TmoiBier^o  the  fond  hy  Fourth  Auditor  m  settlement  of  accounts, 

ace  dtdng  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862 37, 886  55 

17raABfenix>  the  fund  on  account  of  supplies  hj  the  naval  labora- 
tory toresselB  and  navy  yaids  duxing  the  year  ending  June 
30,  18a 54,163  59 


•^ 


Total  amotit  of  fund  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862 226, 353  09 

Sxpendedluring  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862 85,  038  07 

Balance  oniand  June  30»  1862 141,315  02 


ITaral  hoiitals  are  supported  exdusively  from  this  fund,  which  is  maintained 
by  a  mondr  deduction  of  twenty  cents  from  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  by  le  transfer  of  pensions  of  such  persons  as  commute  pensions  for 
support  in  tl  naval  asylum,  and  the  cost  price  of  the  rations  of  sick  subsisted 
in  Hospitals. 

The  expei^  per  week  of  the  hospital  patients  f(^r  the  year  ending  June  30, 
186I>  has  Del  $2  03  under  all  Uie  heads  coming  under  the  cognizance  of  this 
boreau.  ^ 

NAYAL  LABOKATOBY. 

The  opecati%  of  the  laboratory  have  kept  pace  with  the  general  expansion 
of  the  naYy ;  di>ly]ng  an  amount  of  labor  upon  its  officers  and  employdi,  which 
attracts  but  littpotice  from  the  quiet  and  cneerful  manner  in  which  a  vast  in- 
crease of  work  s  been  p^ormed. 

Most  of  the  i  vessels'  now  constituting  the  navy  haYe  drawn  all  their  sup- 
pllea  from  this  orce;  while  constant  shipments  are  made  by  the  regular 
steamers  to  keep>  a  stock  of  needful  articles  on  board  all  our  vessels  engaged 
in  the  blockade,  «on  other  duty  along  the  coast  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
NaYy  ^ards,  hoq^lg,  and  receiving  ships  are  also  supplied  with  everything 
pertuning  to  meal  and  surgical  equipment  The  usual  inspection  of  variouB 
articles  offered  u&c  contract  to  the  different  departments  of  the  nayy  has  also 
been  performed. 

But  two  officers  i  f^^u^  men  are  employed  in  the  establishment;  and  I  Yen« 
tore  to  say  that  in  \^j  any  other  branch  of  the  semce  is  the  same  iononnt 
of  Yaried  work  don^  the  same  limited  number  of  persons.  It  is  to  be  under- 
stood that  they  not  Cr  prepare  properly  and  ship  medical  and  hospital  stores 
to  all  points,  but  the^nQj^cture  most  of  the  articles  constituting  our  supplies. 
The  mere  clerical  lab<f  the  laboratory  is  quite  sufficient  to  occupy  the  whole 
time  of  one  person. 

Amount  purchased  for'^o^tory  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1862 J $56,448  48 

Valueof  issues  from  laL^ry 56,909  14 

Stock  on  hand,  machine^ppUaiices,  &c.,  June  30,  1862 30, 952  96 


1 


N8ANB  OF  THB  NAYY. 


On  September  30,  l®^*ir  officers,  one  marine,  and  eight  seamen  remained 
under  treatment  in  the  gov^ent  hospital  for  the  insane  near  this  city.  During 
the  year  ending  Septembe^  ]^S52,  one  officer,  four  marines,  eight  seamen,  one 


\ 

\ 
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fireman,  and  one  coal-heaver  were  admitted;  one  officer,  one  maiisB,  and  czx 
.seamen  were  discharged;  three  seamen  died;  one  fireman  and  one  oal-heavcr 
deserted ;  leaving  in  the  hospital  September  30, 1862,  foor  officers,  torn  manat^ 
and  seven  seamen. 

NAVAL  HOSPITALS. 

The  naval  hospitals  at  Ghebea,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  sine  the  cooi* 
mencement  of  the  war,  have  been  filled  to  their  vtmost  capacity,  aid  we  have 
been  forced  to  seek  additional  accommodation  for  omr  sick  and  womled  in  the 
marine  hospital  at  Chelsea,  Massachusetts,  bj  the  erection  of  i  tempomj 
boilding  at  New  York,  an^  bj  the  partial  occupation  of  the  new  maxm  banacks  at 
the  same  station. 

The  privilege  conrteouslj  granted  hitherto  bj  the  Interior  Dpartment,  to 
occupy  a  portion  of  the  Insane  Asylum,  near  this  city,  is  still  oontined. 

The  naval  appropriation  bill,  approved  July  14,  1862,  madQ|^visio&  for 
the  erection  of  a  hospital  upon  Seavey's  island,  adjacent  to  tk  navy  yard, 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  where  a  proper  and  convenient  budlng  for  sick 
has  been  much  required.  The  appropriation  was  unfortunately  embarrassed  by 
some  conditions  for  the  purchase  of  land  on  Seavey's  island,  whif  has  rendered 
it  unavailable,  so  that  another  year  may  elapse  before  themnch->eded  hospital 
can  be  put  in  operation,  unless  the  site  of  the  hospital  be  left  tHhe  discretion 
of  the  department,  and  the  subject  be  dissevered  from  all  projsitionB  for  the 
purchye  of  property. 

It  18  believed  the  site  where  the  present  sick  quarters  havstood  for  very 
nviny  years  would  answer  as  weU  as  any  other  that  could  h  selected,  whUe 
certaicdy  no  more  danger  or  inconvenience  is  to  be  apprehendefi^m  a  new  and 
good  edifice  than  has  resulted  firom  the  present  defective  and  lapidated  house. 

The  estimate  submitted  last  year  was  for  $20,000,  while  th^ppropriation  bxD 
allotted  but  $10,000 — a  sum  wholly  inadequate  to  the  objff  uid  calcdated, 
by  its  insufficiency,  to  lead  to  further  delay. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  f(^e  erection  of  a 
hospital  building  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  to  be  l^*^  wherever  the 
department  may  consider  most  advantageous  in  every  resper^id  that,  to  insure 
as  prompt  execution  of  the  work  as  the  necessities  of  t  navy  reqiure,  the 
appropriation,  if  made,  be  rendered  independent  of  any  pro^^tions  to  sell  land. 

A  building  has  recently  been  procured  at  Mound  City,  IlM^^  ^'^^  the  reception 
of  sick  and  wounded  of  the  Mississippi  squadron  hithertc™^^d  to  an  anay 
hospital  at  that  place.  It  will  probably  afford  space  fbr  <>  hundred  and  BUj 
(250)  patients,  and,  with  other  arrangements  in  the  ^^dron,  our  sick  and 
wounded  in  that  quarter  will  be  properly  cared  (or. 

The  hospital  at  Portomouth,  Virginia,  has  recently  ^^  reoccupied  by  the 
navy,  and  contains,  at  this  time,  some  two  hundred  an^  ^^^  and  wounded 
firom  the  vessels  in  James  river,  Hampton  roads,  an^^^  ^^  North  Carolina. 

No  contracts  have  been  made  by  the  bureau  duriuf^^  year. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  BervL^. 

Chief  of  Bmrtam. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 


SEPOBT  or  TBE  gEGBBTAST  OF  THE  KATT.      731 


MARINE  CORPS. 


Hbadquartsbs  Marine  Oorps, 

WashingtoHt  November  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  Ibave  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  recently  inspected  the  post  at 
X^orstmoish,  New  Hampshire,  and  the  intermediate  posts  bietween  there  and 


At  Portimonih  the  barracks  are  so  small  that,  agreeably  to  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  letter^m  Dr.  Delany,  ihey  are  not  capable  of  accommodating  comfortaUy 
fifty  men,  aid  we  fireqnenuy,  as  at  this  time,  have  more  than  double  this  nnmber 
on  that  Btafton,  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  sea-going  vessels. 
1  also  enploie  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Oolonel  Marston,  and  a  report 
and  estimati  from  the  civil  engineer  of  the  yard,  and  respectfully  ask  for  an 
appropriation  accordingly . 

At  Bostonthe  barracks  have  recently  been  rebuilt,  and  with  some  slight  al- 
terations, whth  can  be  paid  for  from  the  appropriation  for  repair  of  barracks, 
they  will  be  it  good  condition. 

At  New  ToJl  the  parade  eround  is  not  yet  completed,  and  there  are  some 
alight  alteratioiB  required  to  £ains  and  sewers  which  can  also  be  paid  for  from 
the  frind  for  re^nirs,  &c. 

At  Philadelpta  the  barracks  are  very  old,  and  ought  to  be  rebuUt,  but  I  do 
not  recommend  i  at  this  time. 

At  headquarter  an  estimate  was  sent  to  the  department  a  short  time  since 
for  new  vaults  fo^the  men,  .and  for  sewerage  and  draining  the  barracks,  which 
ia  very  neceesary,and  I  trust  will  be  provided  for  accoi^ing  to  the  estimate, 
which  is  $9,050. 

All  the  means  at  our  disposal  have  been  used  to  induce  men  to  enlist,  but 
without  the  desired  effect ,  The  corps  is  now  six  hundred  men  short  of  our 
complement,  as  will  ^  shown  by  the  accompanying  general  return.  Our  bounty 
ia  so  small  compared  ^ilh  that  of  the  regular  army  and  State  volunteers  that  I 
fear  our  numbers  will  ather  duninish  than  increase. 

The  establishing  ne>  posts  at  Cairo,  Illinois,  and  at  Mare  island,  Galifomia, 
has  been  a  heavy  draft  ipon  us,  and  left  our  numbers  at  the  different  posts  so 
small  that  the  good  of  tie  service  requires  an  increase  of  500  men,  with  a  pro- 
portionate number  of  offi^rs.  In  proof  of  the  necessity  of  this  increase,  nearly 
all  the  naval  officers  in  coomand  of  vessels  are  making  application  to  increase 
the  strength  of  the  guard  f  their  respective  vessels. 

The  instruction  impartdi  to  the  new  appointments  in  the  corps  to  prepare 
them  for  active  duty,  and  t^  proficiency  they  have  made  is  creditable ;  and,  I 
am  happy  to  add,  the  disciflne  of  the  corps  is  good. 

I  also  resnectfrdly  requesithat  the  corps  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command 
be  advancea  in  proportion  t  other  branches  of  the  service,  and,  in  accordance 
with  the  general  opinion,  the^ead  be  made  a  brigadier  general.  This  I  do  with 
the  conviction  that  it  is  forth  good  of  the  service,  and  with  less  hesitation,  as  it 
is  not  probable,  in  the  course  tf  human  events,  the  benefit  can  rest  upon  me  but 
for  a  snort  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yoV  obedient  servant, 

JNO.    HARRIS, 

Colonel  Commanding, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  2kvy, 
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THE  SECEETAEY  OF  WAR 


Wab  DepabtMent,  December  1,  1862. 

Sib:  That  portion  of  the  United  States  which  is  now,  or  has  been 
daring  the  last  year,  the  scene  of  military  operations,  is  comprised 
within  ten  military  departments.  The  armies  operating  in  these  de  • 
partments,  according  to  recent  official  returns,  constitute  a  force  oi 
(775,336)  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  three  hundred 
and  thirty-six  officers  and  privates,  fully  armed  and  equipped.  Since 
the  date  of  the  returns,  this  number  has  been  increased  to  over  eight 
hundred  thousand  men.  When  the  quotas  are  filled  up,  the  force 
will  number  a  million  of  men,  and  the  .estimates  for  next  year  are 
based  upon  that  number. 

ThS  middle  department,  comprising  the  States  of  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  and  the  department  of  Vir- 
ginia have  been  the  scene  of  important  military  operations,  concern- 
ing which  detailed  reports  have  not  been  made  by  the  commanding 
generals  to  this  department.  Your  knowledge  of  the  character  and 
result  of  these  operations  dispenses  with  the  necessity  for  any  review 
nntil  the  final  reports  are  made.  The  preliminary  reports  of  Major 
General  McClellan  of  the  battles  before  Richmond,  and  of  the  butUea 
of  Antietam  and  South  Mountain,  and  the  report  of  the  general-in* 
chief,  are  submitted.  The  communications  between  this  department 
and  the  respective  commanders  were  prepared  under  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  and  will  be  transmitted  to  Congress 
whenever  you  shall  be  pleased  to  give  your  sanction. 

The  report  of  General  Halleck,  the  general-in-cbief,  exhibits  the 
operations  in  these  departments  since  the  23d  of  July,  the  date  at 
which,  under  your  order,  he  assumed  command  of  all  the  armies  o£ 
the  United  States.  If  the  campaigns  of  the  armies  in  these  depart- 
ments have  not  equalled  in  their  results  the  expectations  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  public  hope,  still  they  have  not  been  unproductive 
of  good  result.  The  valor  of  our  troops  has  been  displayed  upon 
many  occasions,  and  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  their  officers  have  been 
distinguished  at  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Gaines's  Mill, 
Malvern  Hill,  Gross  Keys,  Cedar  Mountain,  Chantilly,  and  other 
places,  enumerated  in  the  reports  herewith  submitted.  The  invad- 
ing army  which  recently  threatened  the  capital  and  the  borders  of 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  has  been  driven  back  beyond  the  Bap* 
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pahannock;  Norfolk,  captured  by  Major  General  Wool,  is  in  our  pos- 
Bion;  Suffolk  and  Yorktown  are  held;  a  strong  army  corps,  under  iu 
vigilant  and  efficient  commander,  Major  General  Dix,  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  threatens  and  harasses  the  enemy;  and,  what  is  especiaUy 
gratifying,  it  has  been  proved  that  the  loyalty  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land cannot  be  shaken  even  by  the  presence  of  a  rebel  army. 

The  official  reports  received  at  this  department  show  that  the  mil* 
itary  operations  in  the  west,  daring  the  past  year,  have  been  both  ac- 
tive and  snccessfnl.  The  beginning  of  last  winter  found  the  rebel 
armies  of  Price  and  McOnllongh  in  possession  of  all  the  northwestern 
portion  of  Missouri,  while  many  of  the  counties  north  of  the  Mis- 
souri river  were  in  a  state  of  insurrection.  Our  forces  were  concen* 
trated  at  Bella  and  Sedalia.  As  soon  as  the  rebels  could  be  driven 
from  the  northern  counties  and  our  armies  reorganized,  active  opera- 
tions were  commenced,  notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  season 
and  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads.  On  the  18th  of  December  a 
considerable  number  of  the  enemy  were  cut  off  smd  captured  at  Mil- 
ford,  while  on  their  way  to  join  Price  on  the  Osage  river.  The  forces 
at  RoUa,  under  General  Curtis,  moved  toward  Springfield,  which 
compelled  Price  to  fall  back  into  Arkansas,  where  he  was  joined  by 
Van  Dom.  A  severe  battle  was  fought  at  Pea  Bidge,  Arkansas,  on 
the  6th,  7th  and  8th  of  March,  between  the  combined  armies  of  the 
enemy  and  General  Cartis's  force,  in  which  the  latter  gained  a  com- 
plete and  decisive  victory. 

The  gunboats,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  and  the  troops  at  Cairo, 
under  General  Grant,  moved  up  the  Tennessee  river  for  the  redac- 
tion of  Forts  Henry  an^  Donelson.  While  Grant's  troops  were 
marching  to  surround  the  former  place,  it  was  attacked  by  the  gun* 
boats,  and  reduced  on  the  6th  of  February,  after  a  short  but  severe 
engagement.  General  Grant  then  marched  across  the  peninsula  and 
attacked  Fort  Donelson.  After  several  days'  hard  fighting,  that 
place  also  capitulated  on  the  16th,  with  its  armament  and  garrison, 
except  a  small  force  which  crossed  the  Gumberlcmd  in  the  night  and 
effected  their  escape.  This  victory  caused  the  immediate  evacuation 
of  Bowling  Green  and  Nashville,  and,  soon  after,  of  Columbas  and 
the  greater  part  of  Middle  Tennessee. 

While  Grant  and  Buell  were  concentrating  their  armies  on  the 
Tennessee  river,  near  the  head  of  navigation  and  great  lines  of  rail- 
road communication.  General  Pope  moved  down  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  captured  New  Madrid,  and,  crossing  the  river  below  the 
enemy's  batteries  on  and  near  Island  No.  10,  compelled  the  garrison 
to  capitulate  on  the  7th  and  8th  of  ApriL 

,  General  Grant  had  crossed  the  Tennessee  and  taken  position  at 
Pittsburg  Landing,  in  anticipation  of  the  arrival  of  Baell.  The  enemy 
advanced  from  Corinth  and  attacked  Grant  on  the  morning  of  the  6th 
of  April.  A  severe  battle  ensued,  which  continued  till  dark — the 
left  of  our  line  being  driven  back  nearly  to  the  river.  A  portion  of 
Buell's  forces  arrived  in  the  afternoon  and  during  the  night>  and  the 
battle  was  renewed  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  7th.     The 
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:xGmy  was  driven  back  at  every  poiot,  and,  in  the  afternoon,  fled  from 
le  field,  leaving  their  dead  and  many  of  their  wounded  in  oar  hands, 
f^inding  that  the  armies  of  Price  and  Yan  Dom  had  been  withdrawn 
Tora  Arkansas  to  Corinth,  and  all  the  available  troops  of  the  south- 
rest  concentrated  at  that  place,  orders  were  sent  for  ^S^eneral  Pope 
nd  a  part  of  General  Curtis' s  troops  to  re-enforce  our  army  on  the 
!*enne88ee.  The  latter  had  long  and  difficult  marches  to  make,  and 
id  not  reach  their  destination  till  the  latter  part  of  May.  As  the 
nemj's  position  at  Corinth  was  strongly  fortified  and  very  difficult 
if  attack  at  that  season  of  the  year,  on  account  of  the  deep  marshes 
>y  which  it  was  surrounded,  General  Halleck,  while  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  re-enforcements  from  Missouri,  approached  the  front  by 
neans  of  trenches,  and  movable  forces  were  sent  out  to  cut  the  rail- 
-o&ds  on  the  flanks.  By  the  29th  of  May  three  of  the  four  railroads 
rtmning  from  Corinth  had  been  destroyed,  and  heavy  batteries  es- 
tablished within  breaching  distance  of  the  enemy's  works,  ready  to 
ypen  their  fire  next  morning.  The  enemy  evacuated  the  place  in 
the  night,  destroying  the  bridges  and  breaking  up  the  roads  in  his 
rear.  As  all  the  streams  were  bordered  by  deep  and  impassable 
marshes,  the  enemy  could  not  be  pursued  without  rebuilding  the 
bridges  and  reopening  the  roads.  The  corps  of  Buell  and  Pope  fol- 
lowed the  enemy  about  fifty  miles  into  the  swamps  of  Mississippi, 
capturing  a  considerable  number  of  stragglers  and  deserters,  when 
the  want  of  supplies  compelled  them  to  discontinue  the  pursuit.  The 
reduction  of  Corinth  caused  the  immediate  evacuation  of  Forts  Pillow 
and  Randolph,  and  the  city  of  Memphis.  The  flotilla  and  ram-fleet 
attacked  and  destroyed  the  enemy's  gunboats,  opening  the  Mississipp 
river  to  Vicksburg. 

Meanwhile  General  Curtis,  with  the  remainder  of  his  army,  marched 
through  the  northeast  part  of  Arkansas,  and  after  several  successful 
engagements  reached  Helena,  where  he  established  a  depot  of  sup- 
plies for  future  operatioQS. 

General  Buell  had,  during  the  autumn  of  1861,  collected  a  large 
force  at  Louisville  and  in  other  parts  of  Kentucky.  While  his  main 
army  advanced  towards  Bowling  Green,  General  Thomas's  command 
was  pushed  forward  to  the  Upper  Cumberland.  On  the  19th  of  Jan- 
uary he  encountered  the  forces  of  ZoUicoffer,  and,  after  a  severe  battle 
at  Mill  Springs,  defeated  and  utterly  routed  them.  On  the  evacu- 
ation of  Bowling  Green  and  Nashville,  General  Buell' s  army  pursued 
the  enemy  to  Murfreesboro'  and  Coluipbia,  and  from  the  latter  place 
the  main  body  was  marched  to  Savannah  and  Pittsburg  Landing. 

The  great  mass  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  the  southwest  being  at  this 
time  concentrated  in  the  vicinity  of  Corinth,  the  division  of  General 
Mitchell  advanced  to  Decatur,  in  Alabama,  and  afterwards  occupied 
most  of  the  country  in  the  direction  of  Cliattanooga.  The  column  of 
General  G.  W.  Morgan,  after  several  engagements  with  the  enemy, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cumberland  Gap,  took  possession  of  that  important 
place.  The  later  operations  in  the  west  are  described  in  the  report 
of  the  general-in-chief. 
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Four  military  departments  are  now  organized  in  the  territory  wberv 
these  operations  were  carried  on,  viz  :  the  departments  of  the  Ohio,  of 
the  Missouri,  of  the  Tennessee,  and  of  the  Gamberlandf  and  their 
present  military  condition  will  hereafter  be  noticed. 

In  the  department  of  North  Carolina  the  successful  expedition  of 
Major  General  Burnside,  by  the  occupation  of  Roanoke  Island,  New- 
bern,  and  the  reduction  of  Fort  Macon,  struck  a  heavy  blow;  and 
under  a  military  governor,  the  honorable  Edward  Stanley,  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  laws  has  been  extended  to  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  that 
State,  and  facility  afforded  for  organizing  a  civil  government  and 
casting  off  the  rebel  yoke. 

In  the  department  of  the  south  active  operations  have  been  for  a 
time  suspended  by  the  presence  of  yellow  fever  and  by  the  death  of 
Major  General  Mitchell,  the  late  gallant  commander  of  that  depart- 
ment. A  premature  attack  upon  Charleston,  against  the  orders  of  the 
then  commanding  general,  resulted  in  the  failure  that  was  apprehended 
by  him.  The  capture  of  Fort  Pulaski,  by  Major  General  Hunter,  has 
effectually  closed  the  port  of  Savannah,  and  the  government  securely 
holds  Hilton  Head  and  Beaufort.  The  enemy  was  forced  to  abandon 
the  siege  of  Fort  Pickens,  and  other  portions  of  Florida  are  in  oar  oc- 
cupation. A  recent  expedition  along  the  coast  was  attended  with 
success,  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  general-in-chief. 

In  the  department  of  the  Gulf  the  operations  of  Major  GeneriJ 
Butler  have  been  distinguished  by  great  energy  and  ability.  The 
occupation  of  New  Orleans  and  the  control  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mis* 
sissippi  have  been  among  the  most  brilliant  and  important  results  of 
the  war.  The  period  is  believed  to  be  not  far  distant  when  all  the 
rebel  forces  will  be  driven  from  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
navigation  of  that  river  rendered  secure. 

The  recent  operations  in  the  department  of  the  Missouri  are  detailed 
in  the  report  of  the  general-in*chief.  The  State  of  Missouri  is  believed 
to  be  secure  against  any  aggression  by  the  enemy,  and  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas  the  dispersion  of  the  rebel  forces  will  enable  the  militarr 
governor  of  that  State  to  take  proper  measures  for  the  restoration  of 
the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States  within  its  borders. 

The  department  of  the  northwest,  embracing  the  States  of  Iowa. 
Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  was  organized  for 
the  emergency  occasioned  by  an  Indian  outbreak,  and  placed  under 
command  of  Major  General  John  Pope.  The  Indian  hostilities  have 
been  suppressed,  and  further  trouble  from  that  source  is  not  appre- 
hended. Such  force  as  may  be  deemed  reqtusite  by  the  military 
authorities  will  be  held  in  readiness  for  any  sudden  necessity.  The 
Indian  hostilities  in  Minnesota,  by  whomsoever  instigated,  aeem  to 
have  been  accompanied  with  more  than  usual  cruelty  and  outrage. 
Heavy  losses  in  property  are  said  to  have  been  endured  by  the  inhab- 
itants, and  application  has  been  made  to  this  department  for  com- 
pensation. As  it  has  no  funds  applicable  to  that  purpose,  nor  authoritT 
to  assess  the  damages,  the  subject  will  require  congressional  actioa* 
Three  hundred  captured  Indians  have  been  tried  by  court*martiai«  and 
their  sentence  of  death  is  now  under  your  consideration. 
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The  rebels  trader  Sibley  were  driven  from  tbe  department  of  New 
[exico  by  General  Canby,  and  the  force  in  that  department,  now 
nder  command  of  General  Garleton,  will  be  able  to  protect  the  in- 
abitants  of  that  remote  Territory, 
The  department  of  the  Pacific  has  been  free  from  any  of  the  calam- 
;ies  occasioned  by  the  rebellion;  bnt  an  earnest  and  deep  sympathy 
as  been  manifested  by  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  Pacific  States  in 
apport  of  the  Union  canse.  Volunteers  have  come  forward  to  fill  the 
anks  of  the  army,  and,  with  unparalleled  liberality,  large  sums  of 
louey  have  been  transmitted  by  humane  and  loyal  citizens  of  Cali- 
>rnia  for  the  relief  of  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  The  patriotic 
jynlty  of  our  brethren  on  the  Pacific,  thus  humanely  exhibited, 
vinces  their  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  Union,  and  their  willingness 
o  share  the  burden  of  maintaining  it  from  sea  to  sea. 

In  the  department  of  the  Ohio  the  invasion  of  Kentucky  by  Gen- 
iral  Bragg,  the  terrible  battle  of  Perrysville,  and  the  escape  of 
iragg's  army,  were  events  that  pressed  heavily  upon  the  govem- 
aent,  and  moved  deeply  the  hearts  of  the  people,  especially  in  the 
vestem  States.  These  events  are  about  to  undergo  investigation, 
ind  when  the  causes  to  which  they  are  attributable  are  judicially 
Lscertained  they  will  be  laid  before  you  for  your  action.  Becept 
events  prove  that  whatever  hold  the  spirit  of  rebellion  may  onoe 
lave  had  in  Kentucky  it  is  now  to  be  reckoned  as  a  State  loyal  and 
steadfast  to  the  Union. 

The  department  of  the  Tennessee  is  now  under  command  of  Major 
General  Grant.  The  principal  operations  in  that  department  have 
ilready  been  alluded  to,  and  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  general- 
in-chief.  Their  importance  cannot  be  over-estimated.  The  occupa- 
tion of  Memphis — next  to  New  Orleans,  the  principal  mart  on  the 
Mississippi — and  the  wise  and  vigorous  measures  of  Major  General 
Sherman,  commanding  there,  have  opened  a  market  for  cotton  and 
other  southern  products,  the  beneficial  efiects  of  which  are  already 
felt  in  the  reviving  commerce  of  the  country. 

The  department  of  the  Cumberland,  embracing  that  portion  oT  the 
State  of  Tennessee  east  of  the  Tennessee  river  and  the  Cumberland 
Gap,  was  placed,  upon  the  removal  of  General  Buel,  in  command  of 
Major  General  Rosecrans.  Having  a  well- disciplined  and  gallant 
army  under  his  command,  a  proper  degree  of  diligence  and  activitv 
cannot  fail  to  exercise  an  important  influence  upon  the  speedy  termi- 
nation  of  the  war. 

From  a  survey  of  the  whole  field  of  operations,  it  is  apparent  that 
whatever  disasters  our  arms  may  have  sufi'ered  at  particular  points, 
a  great  advance  has  nevertheless  been  made  since  the  commence- 
meot  of  the  war.  When  it  began  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of 
Norfolk  and  every  port  of  the  southern  coast.  -  They  held  the  Mis- 
Bissippif  from  Cairo  to  New  Orleans.  Now  the  blockaded  ports  of 
Charleston  and  Mobile  only  remain  to  them  on  the  seaboard,  and 
New  Orleans  and  Memphis  have  been  wrested  from  them.  Their 
possession  of  Yicksburg  obstructs  the  Mississippi,  but  it  is  to  them 
of  no  commercial  use.    Their  strongholds  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cum- 
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berland  rivers  have  been  captured.  General  Andrew  Johnscm.  as 
military  governor  of  TenneBsee,  holds  Nashville.  The  enemj  have 
been  driven  from  Kentucky^  West  Tennessee,  Missoari,  part  of 
Arkansas;  are  fleeing  before  Grant  in  Mississippi,  and  all  their  hopea 
of  Mar}'land  are  cut  off.  In  commercial,  political,  and  strategim! 
points  of  view,  more  success  has  attended  the  Union  cause  than  w&j 
ever  witnessed  upon  so  large  a  theatre  in  the  same  brief,  period 
against  so  formidable  jan  enemyf 

The  Union  forces  are  now  in '  the  field  under  able  commanders, 
stronger  than  ever,  resolute,  and  eager  to  be  led  against  the  enemr, 
and  to  crush  the  rebellion  by  a  vigorous  winter  campaign.     The  ar- 
mies of  the  Potomac  and  of  the  west  stand  ready  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  quickest  and  heaviest  blows  against  the  enemy.     Taught  by 
experience  the  ruin  of  inaction  and  the  hazard  of  delay,  a  spirit  of 
earnest  activity  seems  to  pervade  the  forces  of  the  United  States  b^'- 
yond  what  has  hitherto  been  exhibited.     In  the  numerous  battWi^ 
and  engagements  that  have  occurred,  our  armies  in  general  displaytrd 
the  courage  and  determination  that  should  inspire  officers  and  t^A- 
diers  fighting  in  defence  of  their  government.     Many  gallant  live^ 
have  been  lost,  and  many  brave  aiid  distinguished  officers  have  falleo. 
For  the  dead  deep  sorrow  is  felt  by  the  government  and  people  ••: 
the  United  States.     A  detailed  report  of  tliose  who  have  fallen  in 
battle,  or  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the  field,  will  be  presented 
to  you  as  soon  as  all  the  necessary  official  reports  can  be  obtained. 
Some  promotions  in  reward  of  gallant  service  have  already  been 
made  from  the  ranks,  and  to  high  command  ;  others  have  been  de- 
layed for  want  of  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  in  order 
that  promotion  may  be  governed,  not  by  partiality  or  prejudice,  bat 
upon  due  consideration  of  relative  merit.     By  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress passed  at  the  last  session,  the  President  was  authorized  to  dis- 
tribute  two  thousand  medals  to  private  soldiers  of  distinguished  merit. 
From  different  specimens  a  selection  has  been* made,,  and  the  medak 
are  to  be  ready  in  January  for  distribution. 

The  reports  of  the  adjutant  general,  quartermaster  general,  com* 
missary  general,  chief  of  ordnance,  chief  of  engineers,  chief  of  top(v 
graphical  engineers,  paymaster  general,  and  surgeon  general,  here- 
with submitted,  show  the  operations  of  the  respective  bureaus  of  this 
department  during  the  past  year.  Some  of  them  contain  details  and 
information  which,  for  obvious  reasons,  ought  not  to  be  placed,  hj 
publication  at  present,  within  the  reach  of  the  enemy.  Whatever 
details  relating  to  the  public  security,  contained  in  these  reports  and 
not  herein  stated,  which  may  be  required  for  the  information  of  Coo- 
gress  or  congressional  committees,  will  be  furnished  under  your  di- 
rection. 

The  adjutant  general's  office  is  charged,  among  other  important 
duties,  with  the  business  relating  to  enlistments,  recruiting,  and 
drafting  militia.  Under  your  calls  of  July  and  August  there  are 
already  in  the  field  over  four  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  new 
troops,  of  which  three  hundred  and  ninety  •nine  thousand  (399,000) 
are  volunteers,  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  (332,000}  of 
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iwhoin  have  volanteered  for  three  years  or  during  the  wan  It  will 
1>e  remembered  that  the  call  was  made  at  one  of  those  periods  of  de- 
spondency  which  occur  in  every  national  straggle.  A  chief  hope  of 
tlio8€  who  set  the  rebellion  on  foot  was  for  aid  and  comfort  from  dis- 
loyal sympathiasers  in  the  northern  States,  whose  efforts  were  relied 
upon  to  divide  and  distract  the  people  of  the  north,  and  prevent 
them  from  putting  forth  their  whole  strength  to  preserve  the  national 
e»6tence.  The  call' for  volunteers  and  a  draft  of  the  militia  afforded 
an  occasion  for  disloyal  persons  to  accomplish  their  evil  purpose  by 
discouraging  enlistments,  and  encouraging  opposition  to  iJie  war  and 
the  draft  of  soldiers  to  carry  it  on. 

Anxiety  was  felt  in. some  States  at  the  probable  success  of  these 
disloyal  practices,  and  the  government  was  urged  to  adopt  measures 
of  protection  by  temporary  restraint  of  those  engaged  in  these  hos- 
tile acts.     To  that  end  provost  marshals  were  appointed  in  some  of 
the  States,  upon  the  nomination  of  their  governors,  to  act  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  executive,  and  the  writ  of  haleas  corpus  was 
suspended  by  your  order.     By  the  order  of  the  department  arrests 
^were  forbidden  unless  authorized  by  the  State  executive  or  by  the 
judge  advocate.  Some  instances  of  unauthorized  arrests  have  occurred, 
but  when  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department  the  parties  have 
been  immediately  discharged.    By  a  recent  order,  all  persons  arrested 
for  discouraging  enlistments  or  for  disloyal  practices,  in  States  where 
the  quotas  of  volunteers  and  militia  are  filled  up,  have  been  released. 
Otber  persons,  arrested  by  military  commanders  and  sent  from  depart- 
ments where  their  presence  was  deemed  dangerous  to  the  publio 
safety,  have  been  discharged  upon  parole  to  be  of  good  behavior  and 
do  no  act  of  hostility  against  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
While  military  arrests  of  disloyal  persons  form  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint in  some  States,  the  discharge  of  such  persons  is  complained  of 
ID  other  States.     It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  department  to  avoid  any 
encroachment  upon  individual  rights,  as  far  as  might  be  consistent 
with  public  safety  and  the  preservation  of  the  government.     But 
reflecting  minds  will  perceive  that  no  greater  encouragement  can  be 
given  to  the  enemy,  no  more  dangerous  act  of  hostility  can  be  perpe- 
trated in  this  war,  than  efforts  to  prevent  recruitiug  and  enlistments 
for  the  armies,  upon  whose  strength  national  existence  depends.    The 
expectations  of  the  rebel  leaders  and  their  sympathizers  in  loyal 
States  that  the  call  for  volunteers  would  not  be  answered,  and  that 
the  draft  could  not  be  enforced,  have  failed,  and  nothing  is  left  but 
to  clamor  at  the  means  by  which  their  hopes  were  frustrated,  and  to 
strive  to  disarm  the  government  'in  future,  if,  in  the  chances  of  war, 
another  occasion  for  increasing  the  military  force  should  arise. 

Beside  aiding  State  authorities  respecting  the  draft  and  enlist- 
menls.  another  important  duty  is  assigned  to  the  provost  marshals. 
The  army  returns  and  the  report  of  the  general-in-chief  show  that  a 
large  number  of  officers  and  enlisted  soldiers,  who  are  drawing  pay 
and  rations,  are  improperly  absent  from  their  posts.  The  pursuit  of 
such  persons  and  their  compulsory  return  to  duty  is  a  necessary  func- 
tion of  a  provost  marshal,  and  such  number  only  as  may  be  required 
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for  that  purpose  will  be  retained  in  the  Benrice.  The  pay  and  bonntr 
allowed  by  act  of  Congress  to  recrnits  have  afforded  strong  tempta- 
tion to  practice  frand  upon  the  government  by  false  retorns  on  mns- 
ter*rolls  and  fabe  charges  for  snbsistence.  Diligent  efforts  are  being 
Bsade  for  the  detection  of  all  snch  practices,  and  to  bring  the  gnilty 
parties — some  of  whom  have  held  respectable  stations  in  society — 
Defore  a  proper  civil  or  military  tribunal  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
preliminary  investigations  by  the  jndge  advocate  can  be  completed. 
The  same  course  is  being  pursued  in  respect  to  fraudulent  contractors 
and  disbursing  officers. 

The  expenditure  for  enlistments,  recruiting,  drilling,  and  subsist- 
ence of  volunteers,  regulars,  and  militia,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  twenty 
millions  six  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents,  ($20,692,282  99.) 

In  some  States  the  whole  quota  of  volunteers  and  militia  called  for 
was  entirely  filled  up  by  volunteers,  without  draft.  In  some  the 
whole  number  of  volunteers  was  raised,  and  a  part  of  the  militia. 
Other  States  are  deficient  in  volunteers  and  have  not  yet  made  their 
draft,  but  have  taken  measures  for  that  purpose.  Illinois  and  Iowa 
have  furnished  more  volunteers  than  their  quota  under  both  calk. 
The  general  acquiescence  of  all  the  loyal  States  in  the  measures 
deemed  necessary  to  strengthen  the  armies  and  prosecute  the  war,  at 
every  hazard,  to  final  success,  proves  the  fidelity  of  the  people  to 
their  government,  and  their  determination  to  maintain  its  unity  and 
uphold  its  authority  over  the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States. 
Wherever  any  forcible  opposition  to  the  draft  has  appeared  it  was 
confined  to  narrow  limits,  and  was  suppressed  by  the  action  of  the 
State  authorities,  thrpugh  the  provost  marshal,  without  the  intervene 
tion  of  any  armed  force  of  the  general  government. 

The  advantage  of  filling  up  the  old  regiments  is  shown  by  many 
considerations.  Various  expedients  have  been  adopted  to  accomplish 
that  object.  The  official  returns  show  that  since  the  call  for  volun* 
teers  forty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  (49,990)  recruits 
have  been  added  to  the  old  regiments.  By  the  aid  of  some  legisla- 
tion, it  is  hoped  that  this  important  object  may  be  effectually  attained. 

The  adjutant  general's  office  has  also  had  charge  of  the  exchange 
of  prisoners.  In  the  month  of  July  a  cartel  of  exchange  was  arranged 
by  General  John  A.  Dix,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  Gen- 
eral Hill,  of  the  rebel  army,  under  which  large  numbers  of  prisoner 
of  war  have  been  exchanged.  There  still  remain  some  parolled  pris- 
oners belonging  to  the  United  States  army,  whose  exchange  will  be 
effected  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  - 

Experience  has  shown  that  serious  defects  exist  in  the  militia  law, 
which  should  be  promptly  remedied,  and  that  the  laws  in  relation  to 
volunteers  also  need  amendment.  The  views  of  the  department  oo 
these  subjects  will  be  communicated  to  the  appropriate  committees 
of  Congress.  The  patriotic  zeal  and  efficient  aid  cordially  rendered 
by  the  respective  governors  of  the  lo^al  States  in  the  laborious  and 
complicated  duties  pertaining  to  raismg  the  volunteers  and  making 
the  draft  are  thankfully  acknowledged  by  this  department. 
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One  of  the  principal  bareans  of  this  department,  in  respect  to  the 
amount  of  expenditure  and  the  magnitude  of  operations,  as  well  as 
their  influence  upon  military  movements,  is  that  of  the  quartermaster* 
general.     His  able  and  elaborate  report  will  be  found  worthy  of  your 
special  observation.    It  presents  a  general  statement  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  department  under  his  charge  during  the  fiscal  year.    The 
clothing  and  equipage  of  the  army;  all  that  relates  to  its  shelter  in 
camp,  in  barracks,  or  on  the  march;  the  organization,  equipment, 
and  care  of  the  baggage  and  supply  trains;  the  purchase  and  charter 
of  transports;  the  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies  of  all  kinds; 
the  repair  and  reconstruction  of  bridges,  railroads,  and  common  roads; 
the  supply  of  forage  for  the  army,  of  horses  for  the  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery, of  harness,  except  for  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  of  wagons, 
ambulances,  hospital  transport  carts,  and  all  the  vehicles  of  the  trains, 
except  artillery  carriages  and  caissons;  the  supply  of  labor  other  than 
that  of  troops;  the  payment  of  soldiers  on  extra  duty;  the  erection  of 
barracks,  hospitals,  and  stables;  the  supply  of  tents;  the  care  of  ref- 
ugees and  prisoners;  and  generally  all  the  expenses  attending  the 
operations  and  movements  of  an  army  not  specifically  assigned  to 
some  other  department,  fall  within  the  duties  of  the  quartermaster's 
department.     The  extent  of  the  issues  of  some  of  the  most  import 
taut  materials  of  war  are  set  forth  in  tables  attached  to  the  report. 
A  full  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  fiscal  year  is  given,  and  it 
will  be  seen  that,  while  the  army  is  reported  to  have  been  success- 
fully and  promptly  furnished  with  all  the  supplies  which  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  quartermaster's  department  to  provide,  the  department  has 
not  had  at  its  command  facilities  for  completing,  as  promptly  as  the 
interest  of  the  government  and  of  the  officer,  requires  the  examina- 
tion of  the  voluminous  accounts  of  its  disbursing  agents. 

The  magnitude  of  the  operations  for  the  supply  of  the  army  are 
set  forth  in  the  report,  with  remarks  upon  the  means  of  reducing 
expenditures,  and  providing  for  a  more  speedy  settlement  of  accounts, 
and  a  more  strict  accountability  for  public  money  and  property. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  quartermaster's  department,  upon  which, 
under  the  law  of  17  th  July,  providing  for  the  employment  of  colored 
persons,  the  charge  of  such  persons  is  chiefly  imposed,  has  not  found 
itself  burdened  with  their  care,  but  that  it  has,  on  the  contrary, 
derived  valuable  aid  from  their  labor,  and,  in  a  considerable  portion 
of  its  field  of  operations,  has  thus  far  sufiered  from  a  scant  rather 
than  from  too  great  a  supply  of  such  labor.  In  Louisiana,  where 
at  one  time  there  were  apprehensions  of  embarrassment  from  the 
number  of  refugees,  the  reserve  of  a  tract  of  rich  land  along  the 
railroad  to  Berwick's  bay  opens  up  a  territory  in  which  many  thou- 
sands can  be  profitably  employed,  if  placed  under  proper  regulation 
and  control  At  Port  Royal  such  persons  have  been  extensively  em- 
ployed in  the  work  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  in  culti- 
vating some  thousands  of  acres  of  the  sea  islands  of  the  ooast,  the 
products  of  which  are  used  in  the  support  of  themselves  and  iismtlies. 
Id  the  operations  of  the  army  on  the  James  river  and  upon  the  Poto- 
maC|  in  the  fortifications  of  Washington,  and  as  laborers,  teamsters, 
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ostlers,  in  lauding  and  shipping  stores,  they  have  been  of  great  ser* 
vice;  and  the  demand  for  their  labor  has  exceeded  the  snppljr  avail- 
able. 

The  successful  movement  of  the  various  expeditions  bj  sea,  the 
transportation  of  snch  large  bodies  of  troops,  and  their  regular  snpvplj 
at  distant  points  of  the  coast,  afford  striking  proofs  of  the  greatness 
of  the  military  resources  of  the  nation.  These  movements  have  been 
upon  a  scale  of  great  magnitude.  The  collection  of  the  vast  armies 
which  have  been  raised,  and  their  transport  to  the  field  of  operations 
in  so  brief  a  period,  would  not  have  been  possible  but  for  the  extent 
of  our  system  of  steam  transport  by  railroad,  river,  and  sea. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  exercise  within  the  loyal  States 
the  power  conferred  upon  the  President  by  law,  to  take  actual  mili* 
tary  possession  of  the  railroads  of  the  country.  The  various  compa- 
nies met  in  convention  in  this  city,  united  in  proposing  a  uniform 
tariff  for  government  transportation,  which  appears  to  be  just  and 
equitable,  and  they  have  performed  all  the  services  required  of  them 
by  the  department  with  a  promptness,  efficiency,  and  cheerfulness 
which  do  honor  to  the  patriotism  of  their  managers. 

Upon  the  railroads  within  the  sphere  of  active  hostilities  the  war 
has  borne  with  crushing  severity.  Some — as  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad,  the  Louisville  and  Nasbhrille  railroad,  and  the  Missouri  rail- 
roads— have  with  great  energy  repaired  their  bridges,  restored  their 
tracks  and  replaced  their  rolling  stock  at  their  own  expense.  Others, 
abandoned  by  their  disloyal  owners  and  managers,  have  been  taken 
possession  of,  and  repaired,  stocked,  and  managed  by  the  quarter- 
master's department.  These  works  have  involved  great  expenditures; 
but  they  were  indispensable  to  the  supply  of  the  army,  and  less  co2<tlv 
than  the  preparation,  if  that  had  been  possible,  of  any  other  sufficient 
means  of  transportation. 

The  quartermaster's  department  constructed,  during  the  fiscal  year 
a  fleet  of  iron-clad  gunboats  and  of  steam  rams,  which  was  oflicered  and 
manned  by  the  Navy  Department  and  the  War  Department  conjoiDtly, 
and  which  has  proved  most  efficient  as  an  aid  in  the  military  opera* 
tions  which  restored  to  the  government  the  control  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  western  rivers.  Under  the  law  of  16th  July  last  the  gnn- 
boat  fleet  has  been  entirely  transferred  to  the  Navy  Department 
The  fleet  of  steam  rams  still  remains  in  charge  of  this  department. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  increase  of  the  force  in  the  en^- 
neer,  ordnance,  and  quartermaster's  departments,  proposed  by  a  bill 
which  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  9th  of  July  la^t, 
and  which  is  among  the  unfinished  business  of  the  last  session.  It  is 
believed  that,  if  it  becomes  A  law,  the  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  tbe^e 
sei^eral  important  departments  of  the  army  will  be  increased.  The 
necessity  of  providing  more  room  for  the  records  and  exatnintng  offi- 
cers of  the  quartermaster's  bureau,  by  the  extension  of  Winder's 
building,  is  also  respectfully  suggested  to  jour  attention. 

The  commissary  of  subsistence  reports  that  th&  armies  througbont 
our  extensive  territory  have  been  supplied  with  good  and  wholesome 
subsistence— generally  by  advertisement  for  bids  in  the  cities  of  Boston, 
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Ke^v  T^ork,  Philadelphia,  Gipcionati,  Louisville,  Baltimore,  St.  Louis, 
and  San  Francisco.  Fresh  beef  has  generally  been  supplied  to  our 
armiea  in  the  field  on  the  hoof,  and  in  larger  proportion  of  the  ration 
to  marching  columns,  to  lessen,  as  far  as  possible,  the  quantity  of  trans- 
portation required.  The  troops  on  the  coast  of  the  Carolinas  and  at 
the  Gulf  posts,  including  New  Orleans,  have  received  their  fresh  beef 
by  shipment  from  New  York  ;  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming 
year  it  may  be  procured  from  Texas. 

In  addition  to  the  troops,  subsistence  has  been  furnished  to  all 
political  prisoners  and  prisoners  of  war,  to  a  large  number  of  contra- 
bands, and  to  the  suffering  Union  inhabitants  found  in  the  march  of 
our  armies  in  the  Confederate  States.  In  a  late  report  of  the  general- 
in- chief  to  this  department,  it  is  said  that  no  armies  of  the  world  are 
so  well  supplied  as  the  armies  of  the  United  Statesi 

The  ordnance  bureau,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  its  chief,  has 
displayed  a  vigor  and  activity  unsurpassed  by  any  other  department. 
Notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  demand  occasioned  by  the  new 
levies  and  enormous  loss  of  arms  by  the  casualties  of  war,  and,  in 
some  instances,  by  the  misconduct  of  officers  and  men,  this  bureau 
has  supplied  every  call,  and  has  been  able  to  arm  over  four  hundred 
thousand  new  troops  suddenly  called  into  the  field.     The  first  class 
of  arms  has  been  apportioned  among  the  troops  of  the  respective 
States,  and  just  equality  of  distribution  has  been  the  rule  of  the  de- 
partment.    A  great  diversity  of  opinion  prevails  in  respect  to  arms, 
and  often  with  little  reason.     The  department  has  aimed,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  gratify  the  choice  of  every  one,  and,  where  that  could 
not  be  done,  the  troops  have  in  general  readily  acquiesced  in  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  relying  on  the  department  for  exchange  when 
it  should  be  able  to  make  one.     You  will  perceive,  by  the  report  as 
to  the  production  of  our  armories,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  government  will  be  able  to  place,  from  its  own  manufactories, 
the  best  arm  in  the  hands  of  every  soldier.     The  report  also  shows 
what  provision  has  been  made  for  supplies  of  gunpowder,  saltpetre, 
materials,  and  munitions  of  war  of  every  description. 

Every  means  the  country  affords  has  been  put  forth  to  complete 
the  armaments  of  our  forts  and  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  har- 
bora  and  coasts,  as  is  shown  by  the  report  of  this  bureau.  These 
details  are,  for  obvious  reasons,  .not  now  stated,  and  the  legislation 
required  by  this  branch  of  the  service  will,  by  your  direction,  be 
communicated  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

In  general  terms,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  issues  by  the  ordnance 
department  include  1,926  field  and  siege,/and  1,206  fortification  can- 
non; 7,294  gun-carriages,  caissons,  n^ortar-beds,  travelling  forges, 
and  battery  wagons;  1,276,686  small  arms;  987,291  sets  of  equip- 
ments and  accoutrements;  and  213.991,127  rounds  of  ammunition 
for  artillery  and  small  arms — still  leaving  large  supplies  of  ordnance 
stores  at  the  arsenals  and  depots.  The  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion 
found  us  with  insufficient  supplies  for  the  forces  thereby  rendered 
necessary,  and  without  the  means  of  their  immediate  procurement 
from  our  public  arsenals  and  the  private  manufactories  fitted  and 
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readj  for  such  worlc.  The  policy  of  the  department  to  procure  mR 
Boch  Bupplies  of  home  maDufacture  could  Dot  be  rigidly  followed,  and 
recourse  was  had  to  purchases  and  importations  from  abroad,  iu  order 
to  meet  pressiug  requirements.  The  vast  demand  suddenly  spring* 
ing  up,  without  any  immediate  increase  of  the  supply,  led  to  specu- 
lations and  exorbitant  prices.  On  a  report  from  the  ordnance  bureau 
in  respect  to  outstanding  contracts  for  arms,  I  appointed  a  comiDis- 
sion  to  investigate  these  matters,  and  their  report  is  herewith  mib- 
mitted.  The  measures  which  have  been  adopted  to  procure  such 
supplies,  by  increasing  the  capacity  of  our  public  arsenals  and  devel- 
oping the  private  sources  of  home  manufacture,  will  soon  enable 
this  department  to  obtain  supplies  of  this  description,  independently 
of  importations  from  abroad,  and  at  fair  and  reasonable  rates. 

The  subject  of  arming  the  fortifications,  particularly  those  defend- 
iog  the  harbors  of  our  principal  Atlantic  ports,  has  received  apeciai 
attention,  and  all  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  department  have 
been  applied  to  that  end,  so  far  as  ivas  possible  and  consistent  with 
meeting  other  imperative  requirements.  In  consequence  of  the  intro- 
duction into  naval  warfare  of  iron-dad  vessels,  comparatively  safe 
from  the  efifects  of  such  batteries  as  had  hitherto  been  sufficient  to 
guard  effectually  against  the  passage  of  hostile  vessels,  it  became 
necessary  to  provide  heavier  and  more  powerful  ordnance*  The 
whole  system  of  such  armament  was  carefully  revised  and  amended 
by  a  board  of  the  most  experienced  and  competent  officers,  and  mesa- 
ures  have  been  taken  to  carry  their  recommendations  into  effect. 

I  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  necessity  of  providing  addi- 
tional means  for  the  storage  and  preservation  of  ordnance  supplies, 
as  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  chief  of  ordnance.  When  it  is 
considered  that  we  have  now  no  more  facilities  for  this  purpose  thso 
when  our  military  organization  included  an  army  of  not  over  eigbtees 
thousand  men,  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  far  more  ample  provision 
oT  such  facilities  will  be  manifest.  The  plan  for  this  purpose,  as 
stated  in  the  report  from  the  ordnance  bureau,  is  believed  to  be  the 
best  that  can  be  devised,  and  by  no  means  too  extensive  in  its  pro- 
visions to  meet  our  absolute  wants,  now  and  for  the  future;  and  I 
commend  it  for  favorable  consideration,  and  for  such  legislatioD  m 
may  be  necessary.  I  concur  also  with  the  chief  of  ordnance  in  lus 
remarks  relative  to  the  onerous  duties,  considering  its  present  lim- 
ited number  of  officers,  which  have  devolved  upon  that  branch  of  the 
service,  and  to  the  industry,  zeal,  and  fidelity  with  which  those  duties 
have  been  discharged.  They  are  deserving  of  the  measures  sng* 
gested  for  their  recognition  and  reward. 

An  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  provided  for  the  establish' 
ment  of  armories  at  Columbus,  Indianapolis,  and  Bock  Island*  By 
order  of  this  department  the  selection  of  proper  sites  was  intnisted 
to  Brigadier  General  Buckingham,  whose  report,  approved  by  the 
chief  of  ordnance,  is  herewith  submitted*  Measures  to  procure  the 
needed  State  legislation  and  the  approval  of  title  will  be  promptljr 
taken. 

During  the  recess  of  Congress  the  necessities  of  the.  service  i«- 


BSPOBT  OF  THE  aSCBETABT  OF  WAB«         746 

cjQired  tfao  old  penitentiarj  of  this  District  for  the  use  of  the  arsenal, 
Acdf  by  joar  order,  the  convicts  were  removed  to  the  State  of  New 
7ork,  and  the  penitentiary  buildings  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Arsenal. 

The  attention  of  the  department  has  been  earnestly  directed  to  the 
iorts  and  fortifications  for  coast  and  harbor  defence.  A  personal  in- 
epeclion  of  these^mportant  works  has  been  made  by  Oeneral  Totten, 
the  distingnished  chief  of  engineers.  The  grants  made  by  Congress 
for  fortifications  at  its  last  session  amounted  to  $5,535,000  for  per- 
manent works,  and  $750,000  for  temporary  works.  The  chief  of 
engineers  reports  that  these  sums  admitted  of  very  material  progress 
being  made  at  most  of  the  important  forts  now  in  process  of  constmc- 
tion.  This  has  been  realized  in  a  number  of  instances,  and  in  all 
decided  advancement  has  been  efiected.  Great  difficulties  have  been 
experienced  in  obtaining  supplies  of  materials  from  the  quarries, 
atone  yai'da,  J^c,  owing  to  the  demands  made  by  the  war  upon  the 
classes  usually  employed  in  this  kind  of  work.  Similar  trouble  has 
been  encountered  in  procuring  transportation  for  materials. 

Much  has  been  done  in  advancing  the  state  of  readiness  of  our  for- 
tifications, in  the  principal  commercial  harbors,  for  service,  in  prepar- 
ing for  additional  guns,  in  providing  for  the  reception  of  armament  of 
very  large  calibres  in  the  existing  batteries,  and  in  placing  all  in 
effective  condition  for  defence.  Like  measures  haye  been  observed 
with  reference^  to  naval  stations  and  our  frontiers  generally. 

A  report  by  the  board  of  visitors  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point  is  submitted  with  the  report  of  the 
chief  of  engineers. 

The  officers  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  as  appears  by 
the  report  of  its  chief,  have  been  almost  exclusively  on  duty  with 
armies  in  the  field,  engaged  in  surveys  and  reconnoissances  connected 
with  their  movements;  in  the  collection  of  topographical  and  statisti- 
cal information;  and  in  the  construction  of  field  works,  batteries,  iu- 
trenchments,  block-houses,  bridges,  and  other  like  duties. 

The  survey  of  the  northern  and  northwestern  lakes  has  been  con- 
tinued during  the  year — principally  in  the  vicinity  of  Oreen  bay 
and  the  Fox  islands.  The  estimate  for  continuing  the  survey  is 
$106,879  48,  differing  but  little  in  amount  from  the  last  estimate. 

The  Rtke-harbor  works  are  thirty-four  in  number.  For  want  of 
appropriations  by  Congress,  no  work  has  been  done  at  any  of  them 
during  the  present  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  St.  Clair  light* 
house  and  beacon,  and  at  Oswego  harbor,  New  York. 

The  general  estimate  for  the  completion  of  each  harbor  work, 
founded  upon  previous  inspections,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  No.  2 
of  the  report  of  this  bureau. 

Claims  for  arrearages  for  harbors,  rivers,  roads,  Ac,  amounting  to 
$15,000,  are  found  on  the  records  of  the  bureau.  The  recommenda* 
tiouof'the  previous  annual  reports  for  an  appropriation  for  their 

Eayment^  on  the  approval  of  the  War  Department  and  adjustment 
y  the  treasury,  is  renewed. 
The  bridging  and  repairs  of  the  military  and  emigrant  wagon  road 
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from  Fort  Walla  Walla,  on  the  Columbia  river,  to  Fort  Benton,  on 
the  MisBonri,  have  been  completed.  The  length  of  the  road  ia  €24 
miles.  The  officer  in  charge  of  th^  work  recommends  that  the  snm 
of  $70,000  be  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  farther  improvement 
of  the  route. 

It  appears,  from  the  report  of  the  acting  paymaster  general,  that 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  1862,  the  sum  of 
$5,650,039  54  was  paid  to  the  regular  troops;  that  $91,116,610  GI 
were  paid  to  volunteers;  and  that  $38,597,819  07  have  been 
paid  since  the  thirtieth  of  Jane,  1862.  The  report  states  that  nearly 
all  the  regiments  were  paid  to  the  30th  of  Jane,  many  to  the  31st  of 
August;  that  some  delay  in  payment  has  been  occasioned  by  w&nt  of 
funds,  but  it  is  believed  that  all  will  soon  be  paid. 

By  the  death  of  Colonel  Lamed  a  vacancy  was  occasioned  in  the 
office  of  chief  of  this  bureau,  which,  under  the  existing  law,  can 
only  be  filled  by  regular  promotion  from  the  corps.  In  my  opinion, 
the  good  of  the  service  requires  a  wider  range  of  sele^^tion  for  this 
most  important  office.  The  vacancy  has  not  yet  been  filled,  in  order 
that  by  a  change  of  the  law,  the  volunteer  and  regular  services  may 
be  open  to  selection  of  such  person  as  you  may  deem  most  competent 
for  the  duty.  \ 

The  surgeon  general's  report  affords  information  in  respect  to 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  army.  It  also  shows  an  expenditare 
of  the  whole  appropriations  of  that  department,  amounting  to  two 
millions  four  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  eight  hupdred  and 
ninety *four  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents,  ($2,445,894  89.)  Thenazn- 
ber  of  general  hospitals  is  one  hundred  and  fifty-one;  the  number  of 
patients  in  them  fifty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five. 
The  whole  number  under  medical  treatment  is  stated  to  be  not  short 
of  ninety  thousand. 

The  surgeon  general  represents  that,  during  the  past  year,  there 
have  been  no  epidemics  in  the  army  of  any  severity;  that  the  diseases 
which  affect  men  in  camps  have  been  kept  at  a  low  minimum;  that 
scurvy  has  been  almost  entirely  prevented;  and  that  there  have  been 
but  few  victims  of  yellow  fever. 

This  bureau  required  enlargement  and  reorganization  in  many  par- 
ticulars, and  some  improvements  have  been  made.  Others  are  etig* 
gested  which  merit  careful  consideration. 

The  operations  of  the  surgical  department  have  been  aided  by  bn- 
mane  and  benevolent  associations.  The  horrors  of  battle  have  been 
assuaged  by  pinisters  of  mercy;  and  it  is  worthy  to  be  recorded  of 
the  medical  profession  that  their  services  have  been  voluntarily  and 
gratuitously  offered  on  every  occasion.  Relief  asfK>ciation8  in  eveiy 
State  have  done  much  to  comfort  and  assist  the  sick  and  wounded  in 
camps  and  hospitals,'  and  their  vigilant  superintendence  has  perhaps 
operated  to  check  the  negligence,  abuse,  and  fraud  that  too  often 
prevail,  even  in  such  institutions.  Religious  congregations  and  isoci* 
eties  have  also  tendered  to  the  government  their  diarch  bnitdings 
for  hospitals,  while  their  pastors  have  ministered  to  the  patients. 
These  matters  arer  proper  to  be  brought  to  your  notice^  because,  irhiJe 
war  stimulates  every  evil  passion,  the  virtues  developed  in  this  gt^at 
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straggle  to  maintain  oar  national  existence  should  not  pass  iinno« 

The  report  of  Major  Myer,  of  the  signal  corps,  deserves  your  atten- 
^tion*     The  services  of  this  corps  to  armies  in  the  field,  and  for  many 
snilitary  and  naval  purposes,  is  highly  estimated.     At  present  it  is 
^without  distinct  organization,  and  is  made  up  of  officers  detailed  from 
other  branches  of  service.     A  separate  organization  is  recommended. 
The  acknowledgment^f  this  department  is  due  to  Colonel  Stager, 
Major  Eckert,  ana  their  assistants  of  the  telegraph  corps.     In  dili- 
gence, fidelity,  and  important  aid,  they  have  been  unsurpassed  by 
aoy  branch  of  the  service. 

With  this  presentation  of  the  past  operations  and  present  condition 
of  the  War  Department,  the  duty  required  of  me  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress to  make  an  annual  report  is,  in  a  great  measure,  fulfilled.     It 
18  seen  that  a  force  has  been  placed,  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  command  of  the  government,  to  maintain  its  authority, 
more  mighty  in  all  the  elements  of  warlike  power  than  was  ever  be- 
fore arrayed  under  one  banner.     How  shall  that  force  be  employed? 
To  smite  the  enemy  on  every  hand,  to  attack  his  armies  and  strong-' 
liolds,  to  occupy  his  ports,  clear  the  great  rivers  of  the  west  from  his 
obstructions,  an^  pause  not  until  he  is  subdued,  is  our  plain  duty. 
Above  all,  it  is  our  duty  to  disdain  no  legitimate  aid  that  may  save 
the  lives  of  our  gallant  soldiers,  diminish  their  labors,   provide  for 
their  wants,  and  lessen  the  burdens  of  our  people.    No  aphorism  is 
more  universally  ^-eceived  than  that  "the  sole  object  of  a  just  war  is 
to  make  the  enemy  feel  the  evils  of  his  injustice,  and,  by  his  suffer- 
ings, amend  his  ways;  he  must  therefore  be  attacked  in  the  most 
accessible  quarter."     The  power  of  the  rebels  rests  upon  their  pe- 
culiar system  of  labor,  which  keeps  laborers  on  their  plantations  to 
support  owners  who  are  devoting  their  time  and  strength  to  destroy 
our  armies  and  destroy  our  government.     Whenever  that  system  is 
in  hostility  to  the  government,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  duty  of  those 
conducting  the  war  to  strike  down  the  system,  and  turn  against  the 
rebels,  the  productive  power  that  upholds  the  insurrection.     Rightly 
organized  in  the  recovered  territory,  the  laborers  of  the  rebel  States 
will  not  only  aid  in  holding  fortified  positions,  but  their  labor  will,  as 
in  India,  free  the  white  soldier  from  the  most  unwholesome  exposure 
of  the  south.     They  will  cultivate  the  corn  and  forage,  which  will 
feed  our  cavalry  and  artillery  horses,  and  save  the  country  a  portion 
of  the  enormous  burden  now  attending  their  purchase  and  transport 
from  the  north.     This  cultivation  would  have  been  of  greater  advan- 
tage to  us  on  the  southeastern  coast  than  even  that  of  the  great  staple 
of  the  sea  islands.     Probably  the  people  who  remained  upon  these 
islands,  within  protection  of  our  armies,  could,  under  wise  control, 
have  supplied  all  the  forage  needed  this  year  by  the  forces  in  the 
department  of  the  south.     The  full  ration  for  a  horse  weighs  twenty- 
six  pounds;  that  of  a  soldier  three  pounds.    An  army  well  organized 
and  equipped  for  active  operations,  with  a  due  proportion  of  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  baggage  trains,  will  have  not  less  than  one  home  or 
mule  to  every  four  soldiers;  so  that  the  weight  of  food  for  the  ani- 
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maltt  is  more  tban  double  that  of  the  ratibne  of  the  men*  How  im- 
portant an  aid,  how  great  an  economy,  in  a  long  contest,  therefore, 
would  there  be  in  raising,  by  this  cheap  labor,  the  greater  part  of 
the  forage  alone  for  the  sonthem  department? — thus,  for  a  great  por- 
tion of  our  wants,  transferring  the  base  of  enppliea»  now  at  New 
York,  to  Hilton  Head  or  New  Orleans, 

The  department  has  found  it  difficult  to  transfer  this  labor  from 
one  part  of  the  seat  of  war  to  another.  Local  and  family  ties  seem 
to  be  very  strong  with  these  people,  and,  with  all  their  faith  in  the 
powier^  and  good  will  of  our  military  commanders,  it  was  found  diffi* 
cult  to  get  volunteer  laborers  to  leave  Port  Boyal  for  other  depots* 

A  population  of  four  millions,  true  to  the  interests  of  the  Union, 
with  slight  assistance  from  the  army,  will,  under  proper  regolatioii 
and  government,  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  holding  the  terri- 
tory once  recovered.  The  principal  staples  of  the  south  are  the 
product  exclusively  of  their  labor.  If  protected  upon  the  lands 
they  have  heretofore  cultivated,  with  some  organization,  and  with 
support  from  small  detachments  of  loyal  troops,  they  would  not  only 

E reduce  much  of  what  is  needed  to  feed  our  armies  and  their  traine, 
ut  they^  would  forever  cut  off  from  the  rebellion  the  resources  of  a 
country  thus  occupied.  ^ 

The  rebel  armies  move  with  ease  through  portions  of  the  border 
States,  living  upon  the  country  in  which  our  commanders  find  no 
supplies.  The  people  bring  forth  their  hoards,  and  offer  them  to 
the  rebels  for  sale  or  gift.  Protect  the  laboring  population,  who  are 
the  majority  in  the  greater  part  of  the  south,  in  the  posseasiou  of 
the  land  and  its  products,  and  this  great  advantage  will,  for  what- 
ever portion  of  th^  country  we  occupy,  be  transferred  to  na«  As 
soon  as  the  coast  is  thoroughly  occupied,  and  the  people  organized, 
trade  will  revive.  Cotton,  rice,  sugar,  and  other  products  will  be 
exchanged  by  the  producer  for  what  he  needs.  Their  wants  will  be 
supplied  direct  from  .the  northern  factories,  and  the  cultivation  of 
the  great  staples  will  enable  them  ^to  pay  for  what  they  use.  A  pep 
fectly  free  trade  may  thus  again  grow  up  between  the  north  and  the 
south,  and  with  greater  or  less  rapidity  it  will  spread  over  the  whole 
country  as  our  forces  succeed  in  meeting  and  dispersing  the  rebel 
armies. 

The  greater  part  of  the  whole  country  which  formerly  produced 
the  sea-island  cotton  is  now  thoroughly  restored  to  the  Union.  The 
laborers  are  there — the  soil  and  climate.  It  needs  only  assurance  of 
protection  to  revive  the  cultivation  of  the  staple,  as  well  as  to  pro* 
duce  vast  quanties  of  corn  and  forage  for  our  troops.  Since  this 
war  must  be  conducted  by  marches,  and  battles,  and  sieges,  why 
neglect  the  best  means  to  make  them  successful,  and  their  resulta 
permanent?  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  thus  far  the  portions  of  ter- 
ritory which,  once  recovered,  we  have  most  firmly  held,  are  preciselj 
those  in  which  the  greatest  proportion  of  colored  men  are  found. 
By  their  assistance  our  armies  will  be  able  permanently  to  operate  io 
and  occupy  the  country;  and  in  labor  for  the  army,  in  raising  its  and 
their  own  supplies,  full  occupation  can  be  given  them,  and  with  ihi« 
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lere  will  bn  neither  occasion  nor  temptation  to  them  to  emigrate  to 
northern  and  less  congenial  climate.  Judging  by  experience,  no 
olored  man  will  leave  his  home  in  the  south  if  protected  in  that 
ome.  All  possibility  of  competition  from  negro  labor  in  the  north 
I  avoided  in  giving  colored  men  protection  and  employment  upon 
:)e  soil  which  they  have  thus  far  cultivated,  and  the  right  to  which 
as  been  vacated  by  the  original  proprietors  deeply  involved  in  the 
rimes  of  treason  and  rebellion.  No  great  territory  has  been  perma- 
ently  reduced  without  depriving  the  leaders  of  its  people  of  their 
mds  and  property.  It  is  these  that  give  power  and  influence.  ^Few 
len  have  the  commanding  genius  and  talent  to  exercise  dangerous 
aflaence  over  their  fellow-men  without  the  adventitious  aid  of  money 
nd  of  property.  By  striking  down  this  system  of  compulsory  labor, 
rhich  enables  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  to  control  the  resources 
f  the  people,  the  rebellion  would  die  of  itself.  . 

Under  no  circumstances  has  any  disposition  to  servile  insurrection 
»een  exhibited  by  the  colored  population  in  any  southern  State, 
rhile  a  strong  loyalty  to  the  federal  government  has  been  displayed 
•n  every  occasion,  and  against  every  discouragement.  By  the  means 
uggested  the  rebellion  may  be  disarmed  and  subdued  swiftly  and 
ifiectnally,  and  the  lives  of  our  own  people  saved  from  slaughter  on 
he  battle  field.  By  the  occupation  of  all  their  ports  on  the  Missis- 
ippi  and  the  sea-coast  a  market  will  be  opened  in  every  rebel  State 
or  the  industry  of  our  people  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  army,  and 
klso  of  a  loyal  population,  in  exchange  for  the  valuable  products  of 
heir  labor.  Another  point  of  attack  is  by  armed  settlements  upon 
be  vacant  government  lands  in  Florida  and  Texas.  Thousands  in 
he  northern  and  western  States  are  impatiently  waiting  the  signal 
>f  military  movement  to  plant  their  homes  in  the  best  territory  of 
his  continent,  and  bring  it  back  to  the  Union  as  loyal  States.  So 
ar  from  the  southern  States  being  invincible,  no  enemy  was  ever  so 
vulnerable  if  the  means  at  hand  are  employed  against  them.  If  your 
proposition  for  compensated  emancipation,  and  a  voluntary  return  to 
oyalty,  be  blindly  rejected,  still  the  proper  application  of  the  means 
it  command  of  the  government  cannot  fail  to  accomplish  the  sup- 
presBion  of  the  rebellion  and  a  restoration  of  those  peaceful  relations 
»rhich  were  designed  to  be  established  iorever  on  this  continent  by 
the  Union  of  the  States. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
The  Pbssident. 
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KEPORT  OF  THE  GEKERAL-O-CHIEF. 


Eeadquartkrs  of  thb  Abiiv» 

WashingUm^  November  25,  1S62. 

Sir  ^  In  compliance  with  joor  orden,  I  have  the  honor  to  enbmit  tlie  foUov- 
ing  report  of  military  operations  since  the  23d  of  Jnly  last,  when,  in  complxanw 
with  the  President's  order  of  July  11, 1  assumed  command  of  the  armj  a^ 
general-in-chief. 

The  first  thing  to  which  my  attention  was  called,  on  my  arriyal  here,  wa> 
the  condition  of  the  arnfy  at  Harrison's  Landing,  on  the  James  river.  I  imme- 
diately visited  General  McGlellan's  headouarters/  for  consnltatioa.  1  Vi\ 
Washington  on  the  24th,  and  returned  on  the  27th.  The  main  object  of  thi^ 
consultation  was  to  ascertain  if  there  was  a  possibility  of  an  advance  upicn 
Richmond  .from  Harrison's  Landing,  and,  if  not,  to  form  some  plan  of  nnirir? 
the  armies  of  General  McClellan  and  General  Pope  on  some  other  line.  N^^t 
being  familiar  with  the  position  and  numbers  of  the  troops  in  Virginia  and  oq 
the  coast,  I  took  the  President's  estimate  of  the  largest  ni^ber  of  re-enlbn»- 
ments  that  could  then  be  sent  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac  ^ 

On  the  day  of  my  arrival  at  Harrison's  Landing  General  McGleUaa  wa»  of 
opinion  that  he  would  require  at  least  fifty  thousand  additional  troop«.  1  ia- 
formed  him  that  this  number  could  not  possibly  be  sent,  that  I  was  Dc>t 
authorized  to  promise  him  over  twenty  thousand,  and  that  I  could  not  well  ^t 
how  even  that  number  could  be  safely  withdrawn  from  other  places.  He  took 
the  night  for  considering  the  matter,  and  informed  me  the  next  morning  that  hf 
would  make  the  attempt  upon  Richmond  with  the  additional  twenty  thousAmi. 
But  immediately  on  my  return  to  Washington,  he  telegraphed  that  he  wouJi 
require  thirty-five  thousand — a  force  which  it  was  impossible  to  send  witbtnit 
leaving  Washington  and  Baltimore  almost  defenceless.  The  only  alteraatiT^ 
now  lef^  was  to  withdraw  the  army  of  the  Potomac  to  some  position  where  it 
could  unite  with  that  of  Greneral  Pope,  and  cover  Washington  at  the  aame  lisie 
that  it  operated  against  the  enemy. 

After  full  consultation  with  my  officers,  I  determined  to  attempt  this  junrtina 
on  the  Rappahannock  by  bringing  Greneral  McCleUan's  forces  to  Acquia  cm^i^- 
Accordingly,  on  the  30th  July,  1  telegraphed  to  him  to  send  away  his  sick  a^ 
quickly  as  possible,  preparatory  to  a  movement  of  his  troops.  This  was  prdimi- 
nary  to  the  withdrawal  of  his  entire  army,  which  was  ordeied  by  teJegrapb  on 
the  3d  of  August.  In  order  that  the  transfer  to  Acquia  creek  might  be  nublc  ss 
rapidly  as  possible,  I  authorized  General  McClellan  to  assume  control  of  all  the 
vessels  on  the  James  river  and  Chesapeake  bay,  of  which  there  was  then  a  Tft^t 
fleet.  The  Quartermaster  Geieral  was  also  requested  to  send  to  that  point  &I1 
the  transports  that  could  be  procured. 

On  the  5th  I  received  a  protest  from  G^envl  McClellan,  dated  the  4th, 
against  the  removal  of  the  army  from  Harrison's  Landing,  a  copy  of  w  hith  » 
annexed,  marked  Exhibit  No.  1,  with  my  reply  on  tlie  6th,  marked  Exhibit 
No.  2. 

On  the  Ist  of  August  I  ordered  General  Bumside  to  immediately  embark  b» 
troops  at  Newport  News,  transfer  them  to  Acquia  creek,  and  take  position  oppo- 
site Fredericksburg.    This  officer  moved  with  great  promptneaa,  and  reached 
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Acquia  ereek  on  the  night  of  the  3d.    His  troops  were  imniediately  landed,  and 
the  tTanaporta  sent  back  to  General  McGlellan. 

About  this  time  I  received  information  (hat  the  enemy  was  preparing  a  large 
force  to  driTO  hack  Oeneial  Popoi  and  attack  either  Washington  or  Baltimore. 
The  information  was,  so  direct  and  reliable  that  I  could  not  doubt  its  cor* 
rectness.  This  gave  me  serions  uneasiness  for  the  safety  of  the  capital  and 
Maryland,  and  I  repeatedly  urged  upon  Oeneral  McGlellan  the  necessity  of 
promptly  moving  his  army  to  form  a  junction  with  that  of  General  Pope.  ThoN 
evacuation  of  Harrison's  Landing,  however,  was  not  commenced  till  the  14th, 
eleven  days  after  it  was  ordered. 

Greatly  discouraged  at  the  prospect  of  timely  aid  from  that  quarter,  I 
anthorizeii  General  Pope  to  order  the  main  forces  of  General  Cox,  in  Western 
Virginia,  with  all  possible  despatch  by  railroad,  to  join  him  via  Washington. 

To  facilitate  the  withdrawal  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  peninsula, 
and  to  gain  time  by  a  demonstration  against  the  enemy,  Greneral  Pope  pushed 
bis  forces  across  die  Rappahannock,  occupied  Gulpeper,  and  threatened  Gor* 
donsville.  Jackson's  and  Swell's  forces  were  hurried  to  the  Rapidan,  and  on 
the  9th  of  August  encountered  Banks's  corps  at  Cedar  mountain.  A  hard-fought 
battle  ensued,  and,  on  the  arrival  of  re-enforcements  from,  the  corps  of  McDowell 
and  8igel,  the  enemy  fell  back  upon  the  Rapidan  and  GordonsvUle. 

On  die  I5th  our  cavalry  surprised  a  party  of  the  enemy  near  Louisa  Court- 
Ilouset  and  captured  iiiiportant  despatches,  showing  that  Lee  was  moving  by 
forced  marches  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  army  to  attack  Pope  before  a  junc- 
tion could  be  formed  between  him  and  the  army  dlT  the  Potomac.  On  the  16th, 
I  telegraphed  General  Pope  no(  to  cross  the  Rapidan,  and  advised  him  to  take 
position  in  rear  of  the  Rappahannock,  where  he  could  be  more  easily  re-enforced. 
He  commenced  this  movement  on  the  17th,  and  by  the  morning  of  the  18th  had 
most  of  his  forces  behind  that  river,  prepared  to  hold  its  passes  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. He  had  been  re-enforced  by  King's  division,  and  a  part  of  Bumside's 
corps  under  Greneral  ^no,  from  Fredericksburg.  I  also  directed  General  Bum- 
tide  to  occupy  Richards's  and  Bamett's  fords,  which  were  between  him  and 
Greneral  Pope's  main  army.  The  enemy  made  several  attempts  to  cross  at  dif- 
ferent points  on  the  Rappahannock,  but  was  always  repulsed,  and  our  troops 
succeeded  in  holding  the  line  of  this  river  for  eight  days.  It  was  hoped  that 
during  this  lime  sufficient  forces  from  the  army  of  the  Potomac  would  reach 
Acquia  creek  to  enable  us  to  prevent  any  further  advance  of  Lee,  and  eventually, 
with  the  combined  armies,  to  drive  him  back  upon  Richmond.  On  the  24th  he 
made  a  flank  movement,  and  crossed  a  portion  of  his  forces  at  Waterloo  bridge, 
about  twelve  miles  above  the  Rappahannock  railroad  station.  Pope  directed  an 
attack  upon  the  forces  which  had  crossed  the  river,  hoping  to  cut  them  off,  but 
the  enemy  escaped  with  no  great  loss.  The  annexed  telegram  from  General 
Pope,  marked  ifzhibit  No.  3,  dated  the  25th,  gives  his  views  of  the  condition  of 
u&an  at  that  date. 

The  enemy,  however,  had  not  fallen  back,  as  he  supposed,  but,  on  being  re* 
pulsed  at  Waterloo  bridge,  had  moved  further  up  the  river,  and  entered  the 
valley  which  lies  between  the  Blue  Ridge  and  Bull  Run  mountains. 

The  object  of  this  movement  was  evidently  to  get  in  Pope's  rear,  and  cut  off 
his  supplies  from  Washington.  Anticipating  this  danger,  I  had  telegraphed  to 
Oeneral  Pope  on  the  23d,  *'By  no  means  expose  your  railroad  communiaaUon 
with  Alexandria.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  sending  you  supplies  and 
re-enfoircements."  On  the  26th  I  telegraphed,  "If  possible  to  attack  the  enemy 
itt  flank,  do  so;  but  the  main  object  now  is  to  ascertain  his  position." 

From  this  time  till  the  30th  I  had  no  communication  .with  General  Pope,  the 
telegraph  lines  being  cut  at  Kettle  run  by  a  part  of  Jackson's  corps,  under  EwelU 
which  had  maiched  around  Pope's  right  and  attacked  his  rear. 
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Fiiidmg  it  doubtAil  whether  we  could  hold  the  Bsmnhaimoek  loi^  enomgh  Ce 
effect  the  junction  of  the  two  armiee)  I  had  directed  a  part  of  the  peninRiia 
forces  to  land  at  Alexandria,  and  more  out  br  raibftMid  ae  rapidly  as  poaeible. 
Am  soon  aa  I  heard  that  the  enemy  had  tamed  General  Pope'a  r^fat  flndc  and 
forced  him  to  change  hie  front,  I  ordered  the  ranainder  of  the  amy  of  the  PoCo- 
mae  to  Alexandria,  and  directed  Gknend  Bnmside  to  pr^wve  to  evaeuate  Fred- 
ericksbarg  and  Acquia  creek.  I  determined,  however,  to  hold  this  paaitl<m  as 
long  aa  poBsible,  for  a  baae  of  future  operations. 

General  Pope's  dispositions  at  this  juncture  were  weQ  planned.  Hie  corps 
*  of  McDowell  and  Sigel,  and  the  Pennsylvania  reserves  under  Reynoldst  were 
pushed  forward  to  Oainesville.  Beno  and  Kearney  were  directed  upon  Grwu- 
wich,  while  Hooker's  division  was  sent  against  Ewdl  along  the  luibDad.  Unfnr- 
tunately,  however,  the  movement  was  too  late,  as  a  large  detachment  of  Lee*s 
army  was  already  east  of  Thoroughfiue  Oap. 

Hooker  encountered  the  enemy  near  £Letde  run,  and  a  sharp  mgngennst 
ensued.  This  gallant  division  drove  Ewell  a  distance  of  five  miles,  the  emnaj 
leaving  their  dead  and  many  of  their  wounded  on  the  field.  As  MeDowdl, 
Sigel  and  Be3molds  had  reached  their  positions,  there  was  now  every  prospect 
that  Jackson  would  be  destroyed  before  re-enforcements  could  come  to  hw  relief. 
On  the  evening  of  the  27th,  General  Pope  ordered  General  Porter  to  be  at  Bris* 
toe's  station  by  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  with  Monrell,  and  aluo 
directed  him  to  communicate  to  Banks  the  order  to  move  forward  to  Warrmton 
Junction.  All  trains  were  ordered  thb  side  of  Cedar  run,  and  to  be  protected 
by  a  regiment  of  infantry  ana  a  section  of  artillery.  For  seme  unexplained 
reasons,  Porter  did  not  comply  with  diis  order,  and  his  corps  was  not  in  the 
battles  of  the  28th  and  29th. 

Heintzelman's  corps  pressed  forward  to  Manassas  on  the  monane  of  Ae  28tb, 
and  forced  Jackson  to  retreat  across  Bull  run,  by  the  Centrevule  turnpike. 
McDowell  had  succeeded  in  checking  Lee  at  Thoroughfore  Gap,  but  the  latter 
took  the  road  from  Hopeville  to  Newmarket,  and  hastened  to  the  reHef  of  Jack- 
son,  who  was  already  in  rapid  retreat.  A  portion  of  McDoweD's  ootps  encooo- 
tered  the  retreating  column  on  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  near  the  Wanrmtfa 
turnpike,  and  a  severe  and  successful  engagement  ensued.  Jackson  was  again 
attacked  on  the  29th,  near  the  old  battle-ground  of  July,  1861.  Knowing  that 
Longstreet  was  not  distant,  he  made  a  most  desperate  stand.  The  fight  ecm- 
tinned  nearly  all  day,  and  was  terminated  only  by  darkness.  We  had  gained 
considerable  ground,  but  nothing  was  decided  when  the  battle  was  dosed.  It 
was  renewed  the  next  morning,  and,  after  another  day's  hard  fighting,  onr  fbroet 
fell  back  behind  Bull  run,  the  enemy  not  attempting  any  pursuit? 

Two  days  later,  however,  he  threw  a  oonsiderable  force  between  Chantillj 
and  Grermantown  to  turn  Pope's  right  Hooker  dislodged  them  after  a  short 
but  severe  engagement,  in  which  Brigadier  Generals  Kearney  and  Stevens,  two 
of  our  ve^  best  officers,  were  killed.  Pope's  army  had  been  re-enforeed  by  the 
corps  of  Franklin  and  Sumner,' and  no  farther  apprehensionB  were  fidi  fbr  its 
safety.  • 

During  the  operations  of  the  previous  weA,  of  which  we  received  vevy  favor* 
able  but  not  reliable  accounts,  every  effort  was  made  to  push  forward  supplies 
and  re-enforcements  to  General  Pope's  army.  The  troops  firom  the  peniiuids 
were  ordered  not  to  wait  for  transportation,  but  to  march  immediately  to  the 
field  of  battle.  Some  of  the  corps  moved. with  becoming  activity,  bat  Ihe  delajf 
of  others  were  neither  creditable  nor  excusable. 

Our  losses  in  these  battles  were  veiy  heavy,  both  in  lifb  and  maierials;  bat 
as  no  official  reports  have  been  received,  except  a  brief  sketch  Irom  General 
Pope,  marked  Exhibit  No.  4, 1  have  no  means  of  ascer^aintng  their  eatest 
G^eoetal  Pope  was  iransfened  to  another  department  bellm  the  npoits  of  Ui 
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sabordmalcfl  eoidd  be  leceiyed ;  probablv  they  will  soon  be  handed  in.  Most 
fyf  tiie  troops  actoally  engaged  in  theae  batdea  fongbt  with  great  brayeiy,  bnt 
^ome  of  them  conld  not  be  bronght  into  action  at  idl.  Many  thouaands  gtrag- 
g:lcd  away  from  thdr  commanda-,  and  it  ia  said  that  not  a  few  voluntarily  sur- 
reodered  to  the  enemy  so  aa  to  be  paroled  prisoners  of  war. 

In  «rder  to  reorganise  the  different  corps,  get  the  stragglers  back  into  their 
ranks,  sad  to  siipply  deficiencies  of  ammnnition,  clothing,  &c.,  caused  by  recent 
losdCfly  General  !rope  requested  and  received  directions  to  bring  his  army  within 
the  defences  of  Washington,  which  were  then  under  the  command  of  General 
McClellan.  This  movement  was  executed  on  the  night  of  the  3d  without  loss. 
General  Pope,  being  now  second  in  command  of  the  united  forces,  applied  to  be 
relieved,  and  was  transferred  to  another  department. 

Although  this  short  and  active  campaign  was,  firom  causes  already  referred 
tOr  leas  auccessful  than  we  had  reason  to  expect,  it  had  accomplished  the  gi'eat 
and  important  object  of  covering  the  capital  till  troops  could  be  collected  for  its 
defence.  Had  the  army  of  the  Potomac  arrived  a  few  days  earlier,  the  rebel 
army  could  have  been  easily  defeated,  and  perhaps  destroyed. 

Seeing  an  attack  upon  Washington  would  now  be  futile,  Lee  pushed  hie 
main  army  acroas  the  Potomac  for  a  raid  into  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 
General  McCleilan  was  directed  to.  pursue  him  with  all  the  troops  which  were 
not  reanired  for  the  defence  of  Washington.  Several  corps  were  immediately 
poshed  out  in  observation  at  Damestown,  Bockville,  and  Leesboro',  and  most  of 
his  army  was  in  motion  by  the  5th  of  September.  A  portion  of  it  entered 
Frederick  on  the  12th.  As  this  campaign  was  to  be  carried  on  within  the  de- 
partment commanded  by  Miyor  Greneral  Wool,  I  directed  General  McClellan  to 
assume  control  of  ab  troops  within  his  reach,  without  regard  tp  department 
lines.  The  garrisons  of  Winchester  and  Martinsburg  had  been  withdrawn  to 
Harper's  Ferryt  and  the  commanding  officer  of  that  post  had  been  advised  by 
my  chief  of  staff  to  mainly  confine  his  defence,  in  case  he  was  attacked  by 
superior  forces,  to  the  position  of  Maryland  Heights,  which  could  have  been 
held  a  long  time  against  overwhelming  numbers.  To  withdraw  him  entirely 
from  that  position,  with  the  great  body  of  Lee's  forces  between  him  and  our 
armyy  would  not  only  expose  the  garrison  to  capture,  but  all  the  artillery  and 
atores  collected  at  that  place  must  either  be  destroyed  or  left  to  the  enemy. 
The  only  feasible  plan  was  £ot  him  to  hold  his  position  until  General  McClellan 
could  relieve  him,  or  open  a  communication  so  that  he  could  evacuate  it  in  safety. 
These  views  were  communicated  both  to  General  McClellan  and  to  Colonel 
Miles. 

The  left  of  General  McClellan's  army  pursued  a  part  of  the  enemy's  forces  to 
the  South  Mountains,  where,  on  the  lith,  he  made  a  stand.  A  severe  battle 
enaued,  the  enemy  being  defeated  and  driven  firom  his  position  with  heavy  loss. 
Lee's  army  then  fell  back  behind  Antietam  creek,  a  few  miles  above  its  mouth, 
and  took  a  poeition  admirably  suited  for  defence.  Our  army  attacked  him  on 
the  16th,  and  a  hotly  contested  battle  was  fought  on  that  and  the  ensuing  day, 
which  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  rebel  forces.  On  the  night  of  the  17th  our 
troops  slept  on  the  field  which  they  had  so  bravely  won.  On  the  18th  neither 
party  renewed  the  attack,  and  in  the  night  of  the  18th  and  19th  General  Lee 
withdrew  his  anny  to  the  south  side  of  we  Potomac 

Our  loss  in  the  several  battles  on  South  Mountains  and  at  Antietam  was  1,742 
killed,  8,066  wounded,  and  913  missing,  making  a  t^tal  of  10,721.  General 
McClellan  estimates  the  enemy's  loss  at  nearly  30,000,  but  their  own  accounts 
give  their  loss  at  about  14,000  in  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  Harper's  Ferry,  the  officer  in  command  on 
Maryland  Heights  destroyed  his  artillery  and  abandoned  his  poet,  and  on  the 
15tb  Colonel  Miles  surrendered  Harper's  Ferry  with  only  a  flight  resistance, 
and  within  hearing  of  the  guns  of  General  McGlellan's  army.    As  this  whole 
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mtter  luui  been  inrestigated  and  reportod  mm  hy  a  ndlitarj  eaminMoa*  it  i# 
uoneoesaarj  for  me  to  diaeaas  the  diagraoeftu  aarrender  of  the  poat  and  ana j 
under  Colonel  Miles's  command. 

General  MeClellan'e  preliminary  report  of  hia  operationa  in  Maryland*  mdnid- 
ing  the  battles  of  Sonth  Mountahia  and  Antietam,  w  aubautted  herewitk,  marked 
£xhibtt  Mo.  6.    No  reports  of  his  subordinate  officers  have  been  anbaaitted. 

From  the  17th  of  September  to  the  26th  of  October  General  McCleUanV 
main  army  remained  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac,  in  the  Tidnitr  of 
Bharpsborg  and  Harper's  Ferry.  The  long  inactivity  of  so  large  sb  aimr  is 
the  iaoe  of  a  defeated  foe,  and  during  the  most  favorable  season  for  npid  move- 
ments and  a  vigorous  campaign,  was  a  matter  of  great  diaappointiiient  and  re- 
gret. Your  letter  of  the  27t£,  and  my  reply  of  the  28th  October,  in  regard  u> 
the  alleged  causes  of  this  unfortunate  delay,  I  aubmit  hereirtth,  mmrked  Kxhibit 
No  6. 

In  reply  to  the  telegraphic  order  of  the  6th  of  October,  onoted  in  my  letter  of 
the  28th,  above  referred  to,  General  McOleilan  disapproved  of  die  plan  of  own- 
ing the  Potomac  south  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  aaid  Uiat  he  would  croea  at  Har> 
per's  Ferry  and  advance  upon  Winchester.  He,  however,  did  not  beg;in  to  cro5<« 
till  the  25th  of  October,  and  then  at  Berlin.  His  paasage  occupied  seven]  dar«. 
and  was  completed  about  the  3d  of  November.  What  caused  him  to  changv  hv 
views,  or  what  his  plan  of  campaign  was,  I  am  ignorant,  for  about  tkia  time  he 
ceased  to  communicate  with  me  in  regard  to  his  operations,  sending  bia  reports 
directly  to  the  President. 

On  the  5th  instant  I  received  the  written  order  of  the  Praaideai  reherisf; 
General  McGlellan  and  placing  Genend  Bumside  in  the  comniuid  of  the  anny 
of  the  Potomac.  This  order  was  transmitted  by  a  special  messenger,  who  de- 
livered it  to  Greneral  McGlellan,  at  Rectortown,  on  the  7th. 

When  I  left  the  department  of  the  Mississippi,  in  July  laat,  the  main  body  of 
the  army  under  Major  General  Buell  was  between  Huatsville  and  Stevenson,  bot- 
ing  towards  Chattanooga,  for  which  place  they  had  left  Corinth  about  the  lOtl) 
of  June.  Major  General  Curtis'  forces  were  at  Helena,  Arkwnaaa,  and  thoff 
under  Brigadier  General  Bcofield  in  southwestern  Missouri.  The  central  amj. 
under  Major  Greneral  Grant,  occupying  the  line  of  West  Tennessee  and  Noithera 
Mississippi,  extended  from  Memphis  to  luka,  and  protected  the  reOroads  firom 
Columbus,  Kentucky,  south,  which  were  then  our  only  channels  of  aupply. 

These  several  armies,  spread  along  a  line  of  some  six  hundred  milea  frm  the 
western  borders  of  Arkansas  to  Cumberland  Grap,  and  occupTing  a  atrip  of  eovi' 
try  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  width,  from  which  the  enefsrV 
forces  had  recently  been  expelled,  weie  rapidly  decreasing  in  strength  from  tin* 
large  numbers  of  soldiers  sent  home  on  account  of  real  or  pretended  disabiiirr. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  enemy's  armies  were  greatly  increased  by  an  arbitnrr 
and  rigidly  enforced  conscription.  With  their  superiority  in  numbera  and  di«rh 
pline  they  boldly  detennined  to  reoccupy  Arkansas,  Missouri^  Tenneaaee,  and 
Kentucky,  and,  if  possible,  to  invade  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinotf. 
while  our  attention  was  distracted  by  the  invasion  of  Maryland  and  Pens- 
sylvania  and  an  extended  Indian  insurrection  on  the  western  fontien. 

This  plan  had  very  many  chances  of  success,  but  the  timely  order  of  tbe 
President  of  August  4th,  calling  for  additional  forces,  and  the  patriotic  respofi^ 
of  the  people  of  the  northwest,  thwarted  the  enemy's  welUfonned  ealcnlst!«ii»< 
General  Bragg  suddenly  transferred  a  large  part  of  his  army  from  Tupelo 
Mississippi,  throngh  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  reached  Chattanoc^r* 
in  advance  of  General  Buell,  turned  his  left,  and,  rapidly  erosring  tlie'Stat^<^ 
Tennessee,  entered  Kentucky  by  MumfordsvUle  and  Lebanon.  General  Bik41 
fell  back  upon  NashvUle  without  giving  the  enemy  battle^  then  IblloweiL  or 
rather  mov^  parallel  with  Bragg,  who,  alter  capturing  our  gairiaon  at  Mob- 
fordaville,  turned  off  from  the  main  road  to  LouhmUe,alosg  which  Oeoetal  HofU 
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paflsed,  die  htter  nadiiag  LomBTille  witlioiit  any  engftgeniciit.  ioiaiher  eolmuft 
o£  tiie  enemy  had  mored  from  East  Tenneasee,  after  blockading  Cambcrlaad 
Gap,  upon  Lexington,  and  threatened  GincinnatL 

A  axoail  Aonce  of  onr  raw  tioops  which  had  been  pushed  forward  to  Bichmond 
Keatitckjy  onder  Mijor  General  Nebon,  were  met  by  the  enemy  and  completely 
itmted. 

In  the  meairtinte  erery  effort  had  been  made  to  collect  new  troops  at  Gincin- 
nati  and  Lonimlle,  and  to  fortify  these  places  against  a  coup  de  maim.  To 
ciwe  ccmfidence  to  the  new  levies,  a  portion  of  Gteneral  Grant's  army  was  with- 
drawn from  Mississippi  and  sent  to  Kentncky  and  Cincinnati.  No  attack  was 
attempted  by  the  enemy.  Major  General  Baell  left  Louisville  on  the  Ist  of  Oo- 
tober*  widi  an  army  of  about  one  hundred  thousand  men*  in  pursuit  of  General 
Bragg.  The  latter  eogaged  a  part  of  Go:ienl  Buell's  army  at  Penysville  about 
10  o'clock  on  the  8th  of  October.  A  general  battle  ensued  and  was  continued  till 
dark.  It  was  mainly  fought  by  Major  General  McOook's  division.  The  enemy 
vetreated  durii^  the  night.  Tlie  losses  were  heavy  on  both  sidest  but  no  official 
reports  of  the  numbers  engaged  or  the  losses  on  either  side  have  been  received. 

After  this  battle,  the  main  army  of  the  rebels  retreated  to  East  Tennessee.  Gen- 
eral Buell  pursued  it  as  fiur  as  Mount  Vernon  or  London,  then  fell  back  to  the 
Hno  from  Louisville  to  Nashville.  Here  Major  General  Boseerans  supenseded 
hiaa  in  the  command,  by  order  <tf  the  President.  i 

Am  the  Secretary  of  War  has  ordered  a  military  commission  to  investigate  the 
operations  of  General  Budl  in  this  campaign,  it  would  be  obviously  improper  for 
me  to  express  any  opinion,  unless  specially  directed  to  do  so. 

The  command  of  Brigadier  General  Morgan  at  Cumberland  Gap  abandoned 
tliat  piace  and  retreated  to  the  Ohio  river.  The  alleged  cause  of  this  retreat 
was  the  want  of  supplies ;  the  commanding  officer,  however,  had  just  before 
reported  that  he  had  several  weeks'  provisions,  and  under  no  circumstances  would 
he  snirender  that  important  post.  An  investigation  of  this  matter  has  been  or- 
dered. 

The  withdrawal  of  a  considerable  part  of  General  Grant's  army  to  re  enforce 
Gkneral  BueU«  and  to  occupy  Louisville  and  Gincvuiati,  induced  the  enemy  to 
renew  operations  in  Northern  Mississippi  and  Western  Tennessee. 

A  foree  of  some  five  or  six  thousand  men  was  sent  to  attack  Bolivar  and 
Jackson,  Tennessee,  and,  by  destrojring  the  raiload,  to  cut  off  all  connexion  be- 
tween Memphis  and  Corinth.  The  head  of  the  enemy's  column  was  met 
aboat  four  miles  south  of  Bolivar  on  the  30th  of  August,  and  a  brisk  skirmish 
ensued.  On  the  31st,  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  forces  was  engaged  and  repulsed 
near  Meden  Station.  On  the  1st  of  September,  the  fight  was  renewed  at  Brit- 
tott's  lAne,  on  the  Denmark  road,  and  continued  till  night,  when  the  enemy  re- 
treated south  across  the  Hatchie,  leaving  179  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field. 
Onr  loss  was  5  killed,  78  wounded,  92  prisoners  and  missing. 

In  the  early  part  of  September,  General  Price  advanced  with  a  large  force  and 
took  possession  of  luka,  a  small  town  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad, 
tweaty^one  miles  soudieast  of  Corinth.  The  garrison,  too  weak  to  attempt 
resistance,  fell  back  on  Corinth.  As  the  occupation  of  this  place  by  the  ^lemy 
ent  off  all  connexion  between  the  forces  of  General  Grant  and  General  Buell, 
the  former  detennined  to  attack  and  drive  him  from  that  position.  Grant's 
forces  moved  in  two  columns,  one  on  the  north  of  the  town,  under  Major  Greneral 
Ord,  and  the  other  on  the  south,  under  Major  G^eral  Rosecrans.  The  enemy, 
finding  himself  likely  to  be  surrounded,  left  the  town  and  attacked  the  column 
of  General  Boseerans  about  i  p.  m.  on  the  19th  of  September.  The  engagement 
lasted  antil  dark,  .Hamilton's  oivision  sustaining  the  brunt  of  the  battle.  Our 
men  Ibagfat  with  great  bravery,  and  completely  routed  the  enemy,  who  fled  in 
eonfbsion,  leaving  his  dead  and  most  of  his  wounded  on  the  field.  We  buried 
266  of  his  dead,  took  between  700  and  SOO  wounded,  and  captured  361  prieoaeaB,. 
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over  1,600  stand  of  nram,  and  a  eonaiderabie  onantiCj  ci  atoraa.     Ovr  loat 
108  killed,  611  woimded,  and  17  iniaaing.    Tbe  retraatiBg  fiw  warn  ponaed 
only  a  few  miles. 

On  the  30th  of  September  General  Gkant  aaeertained  thai  Qenenb  Pnee  and 
Van  Dom  were  conoentrating  their  foroee  at  Biplej,  with  the  piobdUe  urteatiftii 
of  attacking  Corinth.  The  enemy  croaeed  the  Hatchie  river  and  took  poaaessMMi 
of  the  railroad  north  of  Oorinth,  thna  catting  off  all  direct  comnraiikation  with 
Jackson  and  Bolivar.  He  then  advanced  towazds  Oorinth*  and  aosae  akirmiah- 
inff  took  place  on  the  2d  of  November. 

Major  General  Bosecrans  commanded  onr  forces  at  Corinth^  wiiick  eonaisted 
of  the  divisions  of  Brigadier  Generals  Hamilton,  McKean,  Davia.  and  Stanley. 
The  first  three  were  placed  in  line  of  battle  near  the  old  rebel  intrenfhinftnta» 
and  the  last  held  in  reserve  in  the  town.  The  akirmiehing  was  renewed  nn  the 
morning  of  the  3d,  and  by  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  the  engagement  became  pretty 
general,  and  continued  till  dark.  It  was  fiercely  renewed  on  tiie  morning  of 
the  4th»  and  fought  with  varied  success  till  near  noon»  when  the  xebela 
defeated  and  driven  from  the  field,  leaving  their  dead  and  many  of  thi 
wounded. 

The  enemy's  forces  were  commanded  by  Generals  Van  Dom,  Price,  LovdL 
Villepigne,  and  Bust,  and  their  number  estimated  at  about  38,000»  or  neazly 
double  those  of  General  Bosecrans.  Their  loss  in  killed  was  1,422.  which 
would  give,  by  the  usual  proportion,  5,692  wounded.  We  took  StSdd  prieoners, 
among  whom  were  127  officers.  We  also  captured  14  stand  of  colors,  2  pieces 
of  artillery,  3,300  stand  of  arms,  and  ammunition,  accoutrements,  &e.  Onr  loss 
was  315  killed,  1,812  wounded,  and  232  prisoners  and  nuBsiag*  Thia  great 
disparity  of  numbers  in  killed  and  wounded  resulted  in  part  finom  the  faet  that 
a  portion  of  our  men  fought  behind  the  intrenched  batteries. 

Major  General  Grant  had  ordered  a  brigade  of  four  regiments,  under  Biigadier 
General  McPherson,  from  Jackson  to  Corinth.  Finding  the  railroad  iatempted 
at  Bethel,  the  latter  turned  to  the  left,  and  reached  Corinth  on  the  4th  by  the 
Fannington  road,  thus  marching  nearly  around  the  enemy,  and  forming  a  toa^ly 
junction  with  General  Bosecrans.  Other  forces  from  Jackson  and  Bolivar»  nad^ 
Brigadier  Greneral  Hurlbut,  were  directed  on  Corinth,  by  way  of  Middksfeon  and 
Pocahontas,  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  in  that  direction.  They  encounterBd 
the  enemy  on  the  Hatdiie  river  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  and,  as  &igadia 
General  Hurlbut  was  mdking  dispositions  for  an  attack.  Major  Genes^  Od 
arrived  upon  the  field  and  assumed  command,  but,  being  wounded  about  11  a.nu 
he  again  relinquished  it  to  General  Hurlbut.  The  battle  continued  till  about 
3^  p.m., when  the  enemy  retreated  south,  crossing  the  Hatchie  at  Cram's  MillSi 
about  six  miles  further  up  the  river.  Our  loss  was  50  killed,  493  wounded,  and 
17  missing.  General  Hurlbut  did  not  attempt  any  puxsnit,  and  Qenenl  Bose- 
crans did  not  leave  Corinth  till  the  morning  of  the  6th,  The  enemy,  theiefoie, 
effected  his  escape,  but  was  followed  for  a  distance  of  about  sixty  nulea,  witboni 
being  overtaken. 

General  Grant  afterwards  moved  his  ibrees  south  as  far  as  HoUj  Springi. 
and  drove  the  enemy  across  the  Tallahatchie.  This  operation  was  attended 
with  several  brisk  skirmishes,  in  all  of  which  our  troops  were  victorions.  Tbeae 
operations  have  restored  peace  in  Western  Teniiessee. 

The  official  reports  of  the  operations  of  General  Grant's  army  aie  sointtitted 
herewith,  marked  Exhibit  No.  7. 

The  unfortunate  withdrawal  to  Missouri,  by  Genend  Curtis,  of  a  large  part  of 
the  army  in  Arkansas,  prevented  the  execution  of  the  mil^tery  operatioBa  whidi 
had  been  .ordered  in  the  ktter  State.  In  Misaonri,  the  foreei  under  Brigsaier 
General  Schofield  not  only  broke  up  and  destroyed  nnmeinuB  gnisflla  hmnk. 
but  defeated  the  rebel  army  in  several  engagements  near  Uie  sonthweat  ooraer 
of  that  State,  and.drove  it  across  the  Boston  mountains,  k  AikanaM.  I  ouiaot 
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ghre  the  details  of  tltese  engafpemettte,  as  no  official  r^orts  have  been  received. 

The  Indian  tribes  in  the  northwest,  and  more  particolarly  in  Miunesota« 
ineitedv  it  is  said,  hj  rebel  emissaries,  committed  numerous  murders  and  other 
overages  oo  the  ftontiers  during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer.  These  savages 
^rere  vigoroiuijr  attacked  by  a  volunteer  force  under  Brigadier  Greneral  Siblej, 
and  dehai/ed  in  several  well*fonght  battles  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Minnesota 
liver.  These  vigorous  proceedings  struck  terror  among  the  Indians,  and  put 
sn  end  to  hostilities  in  that  quarter  for  the  present  season.  It  is  quite  possiole 
that  these  hostilities  wiU  be  renewed  in  the  coining  spring,  and  preparations 
^vill  be  made  accordingly. 

In  the  department  of  the  Gulf  the  withdrawal  of  our  flotilla  from  Vicksburg 
enabled  the  enemj  to  concentrate  a  considerable  force  on  Baton  Bouge,  which 
was  then  held  by  Brigadier  Greneral  Williams.  The  attack  was  made  on  the 
dth  of  August,  widi  greatly  superior  forces,  under  the  rebel  General  Breckin- 
ridge. Creneral  Williams  gained  a  most  signal  victory,  but  fell  in  the  fight. 
Our  loss  was  90  killed  and  260  wounded.  We  buriid  300  of  the  enemy's  dead 
left  upon  the  field.  On  the  16th  of  August  the  garrison  of  Baton  Rouge  was 
withdrawn  to  New  Orleans.  On  the  2ith  of  October  General  Butler  sent  a 
force  under  Brigadier  General  Weitael  to  operate  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mis- 
Bissippi,  in  the  La  Fonrche  district.  He  engaged  a  considerable  body  of  the 
enemy  on  the  26th,  about  nine  miles  firom  Donaldsonville,  and  defeated  them, 
with  the  loss  of  their  commander,  a  large  number  killed  and  wounded,  and  268 
prisoners.  Our  loss  was  18  killed  and  68  wounded.  This  victoiy  opened  the 
whole  of  that  part  of  the  country. 

<Seneial  Butler's  reports  of  the  military  operations  in  his  department  are  sub- 
mitted herewi^,  marked  £zhibit  No.  8. 

In  the  department  of  the  south  the  only  military  operations  which  have  been 
undertaken  were  the  reconnoissances  of  the  Focotidigo  and  Coosawatchie  rivers. 
These  expeditions,  under  Brigadier  General  Bnuman  and  Colonel  Barton,  en- 
countered a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  22d  of  October,  and  en- 
gagements ensued  in  which  we  lost  32  killed  and  180  wounded.  The  official 
reports  of  these  engagements  are  submitted  herewith,  marked  Exhibit  No.  9. 

In  the  department  of  North  Oarolina  our  force  has  also  been  too  small  to 
attempt  any  important  offensive  operations.  On  the  6th  of  September  a  party 
of  the  enemy  surprised  the  garrison  of  Washington,  but  were  soon  driven  out. 
Oar  loss  was  8  killed  and  §6  wounded,  and  that  of  the  enemy  33  killed  and 
about  100  wounded.  Several  successful  reconnoissances  have  been  made  into 
the  interior.  The  official  reports  of  the  affiur  at  Washington  are  marked  Ex- 
hibit No.  10. 

It  is  seen,  from  this  brief  summary  of  military  operations  during  the  last  three 
or  four  months,  that  while  our  soldiers  have  generally  fought  wiu  bravery,  and 
gained  many  important  battles,  these  victories  have  not  produced  the  usual  re* 
salts.  In  many  instances  the  defeated  foe  was  not  followed  from  the  battle- 
field, and«  even  where  a  pursuit  was  attempted,  it  almost  invariably  failed  to 
effect  the  capture  or  destruction  of  any  part  of  the  retreating  annr. 

This  is  a  matter  which  requires  serious  and  careful  consideration.    A  victo- 
rious army  is  supposed  to  be  in  condition  to  pursue  its  defeated  foe  with  advan 
tage.  and,  during  such  pursuit,  to  do  him  serious  if  not  fatal  injury.    This  result 
has  usually  been  attained  in  other  countries.    Is  there  any  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  expected  in  this? 

It  is  easily  understood  that  in  a  country  like  that  between  Yorktown  and 
Richmond,  or  the  thickly  wooded  swamps  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  a  re- 
treating force,  by  felling  trees  across  the  roads  and  destroying  bridges  over  deep 
and  marshy  streams,  can  effectually  prevent  any  rapid  pursuit.  The  one  in  a 
few  minutes  blocks  up  or  destroys  roads  which  the  other  cannot  clear  or  repair 
for  hours  or  even  days*    The  pursuer  has  very  little  hope  of  overtaking  his 
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flying  foe.  But  thia  reaeoning  is  not  appUeabk  to  Mtxyland,  md  the  greitar 
part  of  Virginia,  Kentikky,  and  Middle  Tenneaeee.  It  miist  be  admitted  tbt, 
in  these  theatres  of  war,  the  rebel  annies  haye  exhibited  muA  more  nobilhj 
and  activitj  than  onr  own.  Not  onlj  do  they  ontmarch  ns,  both  in  adniwe 
and  retreat,  bnt  on  two  memorable  occasions  their  cavahry  have  made,  with  im- 
punity, the  entire  circuit  of  the  army  of  the  Potomae.  If  it  be  true  ^at  tk 
success  of  an  army  depends  upon  its  "arms  and  its  legs,"  ours  has  shown  itidf 
deficient  in  the  latter  of  the9e  essential  reqmsiles.  This  defect  has  been  at- 
tribnted  to  onr  enonnom.  baggmge  and  enppfy  tnii».  and  to  a  wuit  of  ti»nt 
m  making  marches. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  bagMge  trains  of  our  annies  hare  been  exeessirdj 
large.  Erery  possible  effort  has  been  made  within  the  last  few  weeks  toredaoe 
them ;  but  this  is  no  easy  task.  Once  accustomed  to  a  certain  amomit  of  tnaf- 
portatifm,  an  army  is  unwilling  to  do  without  the  luxuries  which  it  supplies  ia 
the  field. 

By  the  recent  increase  o!P  the  army  ration,  which  was  previously  Urgtn  tbi 
in  any  other  country,  a  considerable  amount  of  transportation  10  cnplojed  ia 
moving  provisions  and  supplies  which  are  not  necessary  for  the  vnhsisteaee  d 
the  soldiers.  An  examination  of  the  returns  of  the  Qnartermaater  Genera),  a  fev 
days  since,  developed  the  fact  that  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  iadndHig  the  trooft 
around  Washmgton,  (most  of  which  are  without  field  trains,)  had  fifiy-lbar  thou- 
sand  animals,  and  that  nine  thousand  of  these  were  employed  in  truisportbi; 
ambulances  and  hospital  stores.  In  addition  to  all  thia,  tlM  roada,  strseto  and 
wharves  are  incumbered  with  private  vehicles,  used  for  the  transportation  of 
sutlers*  stores.  No  matter  how  large  the  main  body  of  an  an&y  may  be,  it  eaa 
never  move  rapidly  with  such  a  mass  of  impedimmis^  and  yet  specoktiTe 
projects  are  almost  daily  urged  on  the  War  Department  to  increase  the  iamo- 
bOity  of  our  armies  in  the  field.  Again,  our  troops,  especially  those  ia  the  eul, 
have  been  veiy  little  accustomed  to  marching,  at  least  to  that  kind  of  marddng 
usually  requii^ed  by  active  operations  in  the  field. 

Absenteeism  is  one  of  the  most  serious  evils  in  all  oar  araues.  Hundnds  of 
officers  and  thousands  of  men  are  almost  continually  away  from  their  conunaads. 
Many  of  these  are  really  stragglers  and  deserters.  In  regard  to  officers,  the 
evil  is  being  abated  by  summary  dismissals,  and,  if  the  law  could  be  stoingently 
enforced  against  Ihe  men,  it  would  soon  put  an  end  to  desertions.  Bnt  atza^ 
gling  on  the  march  and  in  battle  can  be  prevented  only  by  8ev^«  and  naauuj 
punishment  inflicted  on  the  spot. 

In  this  and  many  other  important  paiiiculars  our  mifitaiy  lawa  reouire  reviooa 
and  amendment.  They  were  mostly  enacted  for  a  small  anny  ano  lor  tnnes  of 
peace,  and  are  unsuited  to  the  government  of  the  army  we  now  have,  and  the 
war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged. 

Very  respectfVdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK* 

6meral-i$hCkiff. 

Hon.  £.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PAYMASTER  GENERAL. 


Paymaster  Obnbral*s  Office, 

Washington  City,Novemh€r  10,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  transactions  of  the 
pay  dq^artment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862. 

It  is  shown  by  the  tabular  statement,  herewith,  that  there  remained  in  the 
hands  of  pajuutfterB  on  June  30,  1861,  applicable  to  payments  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  last  fiscal  veary  the  sum  of  |910,6i3  34,  in  addition  to  which 
requisitions  have  been  made  on  the  treasury  in  their  favor,  and  amounts  turned 
over  to  them  from  other  sources,  exclusive  of  amounts  transferred  from  one  to 
another,  or  repaid  into  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  $123,452,919  57,  making  a  total 
to  be  accounted  fi^r  of  1 124,363,562  91,  as  follows: 

Payments  to  r^ular  troops $5, 550, 039  54 

Payments  to  volunteers « . . . .  91, 116, 610  61 

Payments  to  Military  Academy 96,739  10 

Amount  of  requisitions  not  received  by  the  paymasters  on 

June  30, 1862 16,070,000  00 

Total 112,833,389  25 

Ijeaving  a  balance  to  be  accounted  for  of 11, 530, 173  66 

This  balance  of  •11,530,173  66,  together  with  the  sum  of  tl6,070,000 
mentioned  above  as  amount  of  requisitions  not  received  by  paymasters  on  the 
30th  June,  1862,  but  since  drawn  out,  has  been  expended  in  paying  the  army, 
except  the  amount  qf  $172,700  51,  which  stands  charged  agiunst  seceded  pay- 
masters on  the  books  of  this  office.  Of  this  amount  tl6,676  26  remains  in  the 
8ub-treasuxy  in  New  York  and  San  Francisco;  $31,098  94  has  been  covered 
Into  the  treasury;  $95,871  due  on  account  of* deceased  paymasters  (of  this 
amount  $73,556  75  stands  to  the  credit  of  Major  Benner  in  the  treasury,  and 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  requested,  August  16,  1862,  to  have 
covered  into  the  treasury ;  the  balance,  $22,314  25,  is  due  by  the  estate  of 
liajor  Games,  who  died  at  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  in  I860;)  $21,112  due  by  ' 
paymasters  whose  appointments  were  negatived  by  the  Senate,  or  dismissed  by 
sentence  of  court-martial.  The  accounts  of  these  officers  are  now  under  settle- 
ment, and,  on  final  adjustment,  the  act  of  May  15, 1820,  makes  it  the  duty  of 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  proceed  against  them. 

The  accounts  of  Deputy  Paymaster  (jeneral  Ringgold  and  Paymaster  Winston 
are  stated  to  the  30th  April  only,  their  returns  for  May  and  June  having  been 
lost  on  the  steamer  Golden  Gate,  and  duplicates  not  yet  reached  this  office. 

The  troops  have  been  paid  with  punctuality  whenever  funds  were  furnished 
(or  the  purpose,  nearly  all  having  been  paid  to  June  30,  1862,  and  many  to 
August  31.  The  immense  amounts  called  for,  for  other  purposes,  delayed  the 
payments  to  troops  in  the  field  longer  than  could  have  been  desired ;  but  every 
effort  has  been  made  by  this  department  under  its  late  and  lamented  chief,  and 
since  his  death,  to  distribute  the  funds  furnished  as  impartially  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CART  H.  FRY, 
Acting  Paymaster  Oeneralt  U,  8,  A. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  qf  War. 

\ 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SURGEON  GENERAL. 


SuBOBON  Gbnbral's  Opficb, 

November  10,  IQ62. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  laj  before  yon  a  statement  of  the  fiscal  transacdotis, 
and  a  report  upon  the  operations  generaDy,  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1862. 

Tlie  amonnt  of  the  appropriation  for  the  medical  and  hospital  depaitment 
remaining  on  the  30th  of  Jane  was : 

In  the  hands  of  disbursing  agents t6,  006  62 

In  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 41, 172  92 

Amount  appropriated  per  act  approved  July  17,  1861 1,  271,  84 1  00 

Amount  appropriated  per  act  approved  February  25,  1862 —  1,  000,  000  00 
Amount  appropriated  for  deficiency  to  June  30, 1862,  approved 

February  25,  1862 125,000  00 

Amount  refunded  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  medical  and 
hospital  stores  sold  at  auction,  viz : 

8.  D.  Morrison »330  60 

John  Moore 954  50 

E.  H.Abadie 330  43 

J.D.Cotton 240  00 

SamuelElliott 18  32 

' 1,874  35 

2,445,894  S9 


Of  this  sum  there  has  been  expended  on  account  of  pay  and 
other  claims  of  private  physicians — 

Contracted  in  1861 «35,052  91 

Contracted  in  1862 86, 597  76 

On  account  of  medicines,  instruments,  hospital 

stores,  bedding,  &c 2, 249,  462  52 

2,371,113  19 

And  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  agents 74,781  70 

2,  445,  894  89 


It  has  been  usual  for  a  report  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  of  the  army  to 
accompany  this  report;  but  it  is  found  impracticable,  arising  from  the  va^t 
amount  of  labor  incident  thereto,  and  will  be  furnished,  it  is  believed,  in  time 
for  publication  as  a  "  supplement  to  the  surgeon  seneral*s  report  for  the  fisc^ 
year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1862."  In  the  meantime,  however,  I  am  enabled 
to  present  the  following  statement  of  general  hospitals  and  the  number  ot 
patients,  according  to  the  latest  returns  received  at  this  office: 
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General  hoipiiaU. 


Name  of  hospital. 


Ascension 

Ajmory 

Carver 

Columbian « 

Cliffbmme 

Caspari's 

I>ouglaB 

Sckington 

£lDOT7 

£piphanj 

!E  benezer 

Finley 

Harewood.  .1 

Judiciary 

Kalorama 

Mount  Pleasant 

Odd  FeUows' HaU 

Patent  Office 

Rjland  Gbapel 

Stone  

St.  Elizabeth 

Trinity 

Union  Chapel 

Cranch  * 

St.  Aloyeios 

First  Division 

Second  Division 

Third  Division 

Camp  Paroled  Prisoners 

Fair&x  Seminary 

Scminanr 

Union  Hotel 

Presbyterian 

Waters's  Warehouse . . . 

Trinity 

College 

Donbarton  Street 

Camden  Street 

Stewart's  Mansion 

Patterson  Park 

Lexington  Street 

McKim's  Mansion 

West's  Bnildings 

Annapolis 

General  Hospital  No.  1 . 


Where  located. 


Wasbington, 


do.   . 

do . . . 

, do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do. .. 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

, do... 

do... 

do... 

, do... 

, do... 

do... 

, do... 

Alexandria. 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

G^eorgetotni 


, do 

do , 

do , 

, do , 

do 

Baltimore 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do. 

AnnapoliB 

Frederick,  Md. 


s, 


294 
486 

1,278 
728 

1,087 
113 
345 
330 
902 
172 
137 
561 

1,834 

491 

19 

1,351 
168 
660 
101 
92 
135 
315 
47 
178 
239 
585 
512 
534 
347 

1,176 
115 
174 
117 


91 
293 

97 
575 
450 
282 
202 
332 
682 
1,197 
717 


7€S 
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OmeralioipikJs^^Ooiiiianed, 


Nftme  of  hiMpittl. 


Geneml  Hospital  No.  2, 
Gkneral  Hospital  No.  3. 
Ckneral  Hospital  No.  4. 
Ckneral  Hospital  No.  5 
Oenend  Hospital  No.  6 

Camp  A 

Camp  B , 

Broad  Street 

South  Street 

Wood  Street 

Fifth  Street 

St.  Joseph's^ 

Ohristian  Street 

West  PhUadelphia 

Pennsjlyania 

Sainmit  House 

Fourth  Street 

Gatharine  Street 

Master  Street , 

FroBt  Street 

Turner's  Lane 

Race  Street 

Hestonville 

Gkrmantown 

Sixteenth  Street 

York 

g^°R 

Hanubiu]^ 

Ghester 

Point  Lookout 

BelleTae 

David's  Island 

Jews' 

liftdies'  Home 

City 

Fort  Wood 

Twenty-eighth  Street . . 

Black  well's  Island 

Brooklyn 

Long  Island  College . . . 

Fort  Schuyler 

St  Lake's 

Fort  Colnmbns 

New  Haven 

Portsmouth  Grove 

Jersey  City 


WbenloesteiL 


Frederick,  Md. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Philadelphia  . . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Pennsylvania.. 

'.'.'.'.'.io'.'.'.'.'.'. 

do 

Maryland 

New  York .... 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

...     do 

do 

do 

d» 

do 

do 

do 

Connecticut . . . 
Rhode  Island.. 
New  Jersey... 


a  h 
£- 


194 

306 
261 
471 
193 
697 
398 
TS5 

1S6 

1^ 

1^7 
1,S62 
100 
147 
•221 
So 
2U 
1$$ 
1^ 
313 
151 
139 
313 
9^ 

m 

597 

B16 

977 

609 

2,146 

53 

263 

244 

503 

36 

243 

131 

in 

455 
66 

93 

175 

1.322 
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NaiiM  of  hospital. 


Newark 

ClareyBTille 

Beaufort 

Ne  wbern 

Portsmouth 

Hilton  Head 

Beaufort 

BeTcrly 

Grafton 

Parkersburg 

Wheeling 

Fort  Monroe 

Chesapeake 

MiU  Creek 

Hampton 

Yorktown 

8t.  James 

Marine 

City 

Marine,  (U.S.) 

Sisters  of  Charity , 

New  Honse  of  Refnge  . 

Grood  Samaritan 

Benton  Barracks 

Convalescent , 

JefTerson  Barracks 

Jefferson  City 

Springfield 

Keokuk •* 

Quincy 

General  Hospital  No.  1 . , 
General  Hospital  No.  2 . 
General  Hospital  No.  3.  < 
General  Hospital  No.  4. 
General  Hospital  No.  6 . . 
General  Hospital  No.  8. . 
General  Hospital  No.  9. . 
General  Hospital  No.  10 
General  Hospital  No.  11 
General  Hospital  No.  12 

Coltunbns 

Floating  Hospital 

Padocan 

Bardstown  Boad 

Greenup  Street 

U.  S.  Hospital 


Where  located. 


New  Jersey. . . 

Maryland 

North  Carolina 

do 

do 

South  Carolina 

do 

Virginia 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do ..... . 

do 

do 

.. ^ ...  do ..... . 

NewtOrleans . . 

do 

St.  Lonis 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do .....  I 

Missouri 

do 

do 

Iowa 

Illinois 

^r.^"-  .'^'; 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

Kentuckj  .... 
Columbus,  Kj. 
Kentucky  .... 

do 

Covington,  Kj 


■3  j> 

a  N 


1,343 
463 
269 
118 
58 
227 


61 

152 

59 

74 

1,600 

238 

68t 

352 

162 

300 

1,200 

447 

193 

85 

719 

136 

106 

1,021 

1,049 

100 

251 

1,520 

422 

145 

138 

158 

227 

116 

134 

125 

129 

133 

149 

78 

29 

214 

80 

66 

173 
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General  hotpiiale — Gontiimed. 


Name  of  boflpltol. 


Beminaiy , 

Union  City 

Memphis 

Jackson 

General  Hospital  No.  1 . 
General  Hospital  No.  2. 
General  Hospital  No.  3 
General  Hospital  No.  4. 
Creneral  Hospital  No.  5, 

U.  8.  Maiine 

Third  Street 

West  End 

Washington  Park  • . . . . 
Camp  Dennison 


Where  located. 


Covington,  Kj.. 

Tennessee 

do 

do 

EvaneyilleT  Ind. 
, do 


do 


do 

do 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

do 

do 

do 

, do 


23D 

€0 

675 

145 
ICv;? 
396 

62 

61 

S5 


58.715 


The  number  of  general  hospitals  is  thns  seen  to  be  151,  and  the  total  nmnber 
of  patients  in  them  58,715. 

IDuring  the  past  year  the  health  of  the  troops  has  been  remarkably  excellent 
No  epidemics  of  any  seyeritj  have  appeared  among  them,  and  those  di»e»ses 
which  affect  men  in  camp  have  been  kept  at  a  low  minimum.  Scunrj  has  been 
almost  entirely  prevented,  and  yellow  fever,  firom  which  much  was  feared,  hat 
had  but  few  victims. 

This  immunity  is  due  to  the  excellent  hygienic  arrangemente  inistituledt  and 
to  the  cordial  manner  in  which  generals  in  conunand  have  co-operated  with  xbt 
medical  authorities. 

In  an  army  the  size  of  that  now  maintained  by  the  United  States  it  was  of 
course  to  be  expected  that  the  absolute  number  of  sick  would  be  very  lai;pe, 
and  the  important  battles  which  have  been  fought  have  thrown  a  lai^ge  number 
of  wounded  on  the  care  of  the  department  At  present  the  total  number  under 
the  charge  of  officers  of  the  medical  department  is  not  short  of  ninety  thousaod, 
and  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Antietam  it  was  even  greater  than  this  In 
this  city  alone  it  was  over  twenty  thousand.    That  this  large  number  could  be 

Erovided  for  without  some  cases  of  unnecessaiy  suflfering  occurring  would  pei^ 
aps  be  too  much  to  expect,  but  I  must  commend  the  medical  corps,  both  of  the 
regular  and  volunteer  service,  for  the  faithfy  and  efficient  maimer  ia  which 
their  duties  have  been  performed. 

In  the  discharge  of  their  duties  medical  officers  have  been  rery  much  aided 
by  the  contributions  of  the  people  of  the  country,  and  by  the  effieient  eo-opcia* 
tion  of  the  sanitary  commission  and  relief  associationa. 

In  addition  to  providing  the  sick  and  wounded  with  medical  attendance  snd 
medicines  much  has  been  done  by  the  department  in  fUmisfaing  food*  duthm^i 
and  comforts  of  various  kinds.    From  much  obsorvatioiif  boui  at  home  and 
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fc1>road,  and  from  the  conconent  teatiiiionj  of  dktiiigTiiBlied  foreign  medical 
>fficeT»,  I  am  satisfied  that  never  before  were  the  sick  and  wounded  of  an  army 
so  ureli  cared  for  as  are  those  who  have  suffered  for  their  conntiy  in  the  present 
rebellion. 

'Phe  hospitals  I  take  pride  in  saying  are  a  credit  to  the  nation. 
Hefoie  the  several  meaical  boards,  in  session  during  the  year,  (from  June  30» 
1S61,  to  July  1,  1862,)  a  large  number  of  applicants  for  appointment  in  the 
medical  staff  of  the  army  were  invited  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  of  these* 
eixty-aix  candidates  only  presented  themselves  for  examination.  Thirty-three 
of  this  number  were  approved,  and  five  rejected*  the  remaining  twenty-eight 
withdrew  without  examination,  one  on  account  of  physical  disqualification. 

Defoie  the  same  boards  eleven  assistant  surgeons  were  also  examined  for  pro- 
motion ;  nine  of  whom  were  found  qualified*  and  two  not  considered  as  coming 
up  to  the  standard  of  merit  required. 

In  the  examination  by  these  boards  the  standard  of  attainment  required  for 
success  was  much  lowered ;  the  board  in  New  York  being  ordered  to  examine 
two  candidates  each  day  for  the  regular  army,  while  the  examination  of  candi- 
dates for  the  appointment  of  surgeon  of  brigade  became  little  more  than  a  farce. 
Since  the  first  of  June  last,  however,  the  standard  of  examination  has  been 
raised,  and  the  gentlemen  now  entering  the  medical  staff  have  been  found  fully 
competent  to  undertake  the  important  trust  with  which  they  are  charged. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  rebeUion  found  the  United  States  army  with  a  medi- 
cal department  arranged  for  a  peace  establishment  of  fifteen  thousand  men.  Ex- 
perience soon  demonstrated  the  fact  that,  however  efficient  its  officers  might  be* 
the  organization  was  such  as  to  ill  adapt  it  to  the  necessities  of  a  large  force  in 
time  of  war.  Partial  progress  in  the  right  direction  was  made  by  Congress  in 
increasing  the  rank  of  the  surgeon  general,  adding  a  limited  inspecting  corps* 
and  increasing  the  number  of  surgeons*  assistant  surgeons,  medical  cadets,  and 
hospital  stewards.  The  department  was  also  placed  on  a  more  independent 
footing,  and  its  whole  status  elevated.  But  there  are  still  other  measures  which* 
if  adopted,  cannot  fail  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  department,  and  these  I 
desire  to  urge  through  you  on  the  attention  of  Congress. 

First  among  these  is  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  hospital  and  ambulance 
corps*  coflsposed  of  men  especially  enlisted  for  duty  in  the  medical  department* 
and  propeny  officered*  who  shall  be  required  to  peribrm  the  duties  of  nurses  in 
the  hospitals*  and  to  attend  to  the  service  of  the  ambulances  in  the  field.  By 
the  establishment  of  this  corps  several  thousand  soldiers,  now  detached  as  nurses* 
eooks*  &c.,  would  be  returned  to  duty  with  their  regiments,  and  the  expense 
now  incurred  by  the  necessary  employment  of  contract  nurses  be  obviated. 

A  corps  formed  upon  the  basis  of  two  men  to  each  company  in  service,  or- 
ganized into  companies  of  one  hundred  privates,  with  one  captain,  two  lieuten- 
ants, four  sergeants,  and  eight  corporals  to  each  company,  would  relieve  the  line 
of  the  army  from  all  details  for  the  medical  department,  and  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  render  far  more  efficient  service  to  the  sick  and  wounded  than  itis  capi^ 
ble  of  affording  under  the  present  system. 

The  necessity  of  such  a  corps  has  been  recognized  by  all  European  armies, 
and  I  am  able  to  speak  from  personal  observation  of  the  great  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  it 

I  regard  an  increase  of  the  medical  corps,  both  of  the  regular  and  volunteer 
forces*  as  absolutely  necessarv.  The  law  of  Congress  approved  July  2,  1862* 
provides  sufficiently,  except  for  cavalry  and  artillery  regiments*  for  the  wants 
of  troops  in  the  field*  but  the  service  in  hospitals  has  to  be  filled,  to  a  great 
extent,  by  the  employment  of  contract  physicians.  I  therefore  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  medical  corps  of  the  regular  army  be  increased  by  twenty 
surgeons  and  forty  assistant  surgeons*  and  the  staff  corps  of  volunteer  medical 
officen  by  fifty  surgeons  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  assistant  surgeons.    This 
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Uflt  eorp0  now  eonsiata  of  two  liiuidied  sargeons  and  one  hmidzed  and  Iwentr 
aMistant  Borgeoiu. 

The  cavaliy  and  artillery  organisation  requires  medical  officers  as  mncb  » 
infantrj.  The  omission  on  the  part  of  Congress  sboold  be  snpplied;  a  SQi^e<Mi 
and  two  assistant  surgeons  should  be  aathoriaed  for  each  regiment  of  caTalrr 
and  each  regiment  of  heavy  artillery,  and  an  assistant  surgeoii  to  each  light 
battery. 

Under  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  June  30,  1834,  assistant  6Yii|;e«iii8  of  Has 
regular  army  must  have  served  five  years  before  being  eligible  to  praaodon  Mi 
Burgeon.  C5n  the  1st  of  November  there  were  but  six  assistant  Burgeons  in  the 
army  who  had  served  five  years.  The  effect  of  this  law  will  be  to  prevent  tlte 
filling  of  vacancies  which  may  occur  in  the  grade  of  surgeon,  and  I  therefore 
recommend  that  so  much  of  said  section  as  requires  assistant  surgeons  to  serre 
five  years  as  such  before  being  eligible  to  surgencies  be  repealed. 

The  number  of  medical  c»lets  is  altogether  too  small  for  the  neeeesities  cf 
the  service.  I  therefore  recommend  that  authority  be  girea  to  appoint  as 
many  as  may  be  required  in  accordance  with  the  existing  law  on  the  sabject. 

The  institution  of  a  medical  inspecting  corps  has  been  produetiTe  of  excelkot 
results.  The  number  of  inspectors  authorisea  is,  however,  too  limited  to  enabie 
the  service  to  be  as  efficiently  performed  as  is  desirable.  I  therefore  recommeod 
that  two  medical  inspectors  general  and  eight  medical  inspectors  be  added  to 
the  present  organization.  The  authorisation  of  an  additional  assistant  sui^geon 
general  would  also  be  a  measure  of  great  propriety. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  establishment  of  an  army  medial 
museum.  The  advantages  to  the  service  uid  to  soienoe  fifom  such  an  inetit1^ 
tion  cannot  be  over  estimated.  I  respectfully  recommend  that  n  small  anniial 
appropriation  be  made  for  its  benefit. 

An  army  medical  school,  in  which  medical  cadets  and  others  seeking  admis- 
sion into  the  corps,  could  receive  such  special  instruction  as  would  better  fii 
them  for  commissions,  and  which  they  cannot  obtain  in  the  oniinary  mcdicAl 
schools,  is  a  great  desideratum.  Such  an  institution  could  be  established  ia 
connexion  with  any  general  hospital  with  but  little,  if  any,  expense  to  Uie 
United  States. 

A  hospital  of  a  more  permanent  character  than  any  now  in  tiiis  etty  is,  I 
think,  very  necessary,  and  will  be  required  for  years  after  the  present  rebcllioo 
has  ceased.  I  therefore  recommend  that  suitable  buHdings  be  porchased  nr 
erected  for  that  purpose.  If  this  is  done,  the  medical  school  and  moseom  will 
be  important  accessories  to  it. 

Experience  has  shown  that  a  most  useful  class  of  officers  was  anthoriird  by 
the  act  relative  to  medical  storekeepers.  The  number  now  authorised  is  toa 
small.  They  could  very  properly  perform  the  duties  of  medical  purveyors^,  nov 
performed  by  medical  officers,  and  thus  officers,  who  have  been  ednoUed  with 
special  leference  to  service  as  physicians  and  surgeons  and  who  are  now  actijig 
as  medical  purveyors,  would  be  enabled  to  resume  their  proper  duties.  1  there- 
fore recommend  an  addition  of  ten  medical  storekeepers. 

At  present  the  washing  of  clothes  in  general  hospitals  is  provided  lor  as  fol- 
lows :  One  matron  is  allowed  for  every  twenty  patients,  who  reeeives  a  compen- 
sation of  six  dollars  per  month  and  one  ration.  Great  difficulty  is  experienced 
in  large  general  hospitals  in  procuring  a  sufficient  number  of  matrons  to  pe^ 
form  this  duty,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  that,  instead  of  this  now  van- 
liable  plan,  a  sum  of  money,  equivalent  to  the  pay  and  allowance  of  a  matroo* 
say  twelve  dollars  for  every  twenty  patients,  be  monthly  allowed  to  eveary  gen- 
eral hospital,  to  be  appropriated  for  laundry  purposes,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
surgeon  in  charge,  whether  to  the  payment  of  matrons  or  to  the  payment  of  hilli 
for  washing  by  steam  or  otherwise. 

The  10th  section  of  the  act,  approved  July  17, 1862,  gives  addatxoiisl  task 
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to  afficera  of  the  adjutant  general's,  qnartermaster's,  subsistence,  and  inspector 
p^eueral's  departments,  who  are  serving  on  the  staff  of  the  commanders  of  army 

'IlieTe  is,  I  think,  manifest  propriety  in  extending  the  provisions  of  this  act 
to  tbe  officers  of  the  medical  department  who  may  be  on  duty  with  such  com- 
mands as  medical  directors,  and  1  respectfully  ask  for  such  extension. 

I^he  engineer  and  ordnance  departments  are  chareed  with  the  erection  of 
buildings  which  requires  special  knowledge.  The  bnilding  of  hospitals  requires 
also  knowledge  of  a  peculiar  character,  which  is  not  ordinarily  possessed  by 
officers  out  of  the  medical  department;  it  would,  therefore,  appear  obviously 
proper  that  the  medical  department  should  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  building 
the  hospitals  which  it  is  to  administer. 

In  the  matter  of  transportation  the  interests  of  the  service  require  that  the 
medical  department  should  be  independent  Much  suffering  has  been  caused 
by  the  impossibility  of  furnishing  supplies  to  the  wounded,  when  those  supplies 
^*ere  within  a  few  miles  of  them  in  great  abundance. 

Ilie  establishment  of  a  laboratory  from  which  the  medical  department  could 
draw  its  supplies  of  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  similar  to  that 
now  so  successfully  carried  on  by  the  medical  department  of  the  navy,  would 
be  a  measure  of  great  utility  and  economy.  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend 
that  authority  be  given  for  this  purpose. 

In  regard  to  the  age  at  which  recruits  are  received  in£o  service  a  change  is 
imperatively  demanded,  both  for  the  interests  of  the  army  and  the  welfare  of 
individuals.  The  minimum  is  now  fixed  at  eighteen  (18)  years,  and  it  is  not 
tincommon  to  find  soldiers  of  sixteen  years  old.  Youths  of  these  ages  are  not 
developed,  and  are  not  fit  to  endure  the  fatigues  and  deprivations  of  the  mili- 
tary life.  They  soon  break  down,  become  sick,  and  are  thrown  upon  the  hos- 
pitals. As  a  measure  of  economy  I  recommend  that  the  minimum  age  of  re- 
cruits be  fixed  by  law  at  twenty  (20)  years. 

The  present  manner  of  supporting  the  cartridge-box  is  productive  of  hernia, 
or  rupture.  Many  instances  in  support  of  this  statement  have  occurred  since 
the  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  and  reports  on  the  subject  are  frequently 
received  from  medical  officers.  I  recommend  that  instead  of  being  carried  by  a 
belt  around  the  waist  the  cartridge-box  be  supported  by  a  shoulder-strap.  This 
irould  entirely  obviate  the  evil. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  sum  of  $2,000,000  was  appropriated  for 
the  relief  of  discharged  soldiers.  I  recommend  that  $1,000,000  of  this  sum  be 
set  aside  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  home  for  those  who  have  been 
disabled  in  their  country's  service.  This  measure  is  one  of  such  importance 
that  1  forbear  entering  into  details  at  this  early  period.  An  establishment  of  the 
kind  organized  upon  an  approved  plan  would  be  productive  of  incalculable 
benefit. 

Soon  after  my  appointment  I  issued  circulars  to  medical  officers  inviting  them 
to  co-operate  in  furnishing  material  for  a  medical  and  surgical  history  of  the  re- 
bellion. A  large  number  of  memoires  and  reports  of  great  interests  to  medical 
science,  and  military  surgery  especially,  have  been  collected  and  are  now  being 
systematically  arranged.  The  greatest  interest  is  felt  in  this  labor  by  the  med- 
ical officers  of  the  army  and  physicians  at  large. 

Tbe  reorganisation  of  the  medical  department  necessitated  a  new  set  of  regu- 
lations for  its  guidance.  Under  your  orders  a  board  has  been  in  session  pre- 
paring an  approved  code.  Their  labors  have  been  very  much  interfered  with 
by  the  necessity  of  detailing  them  from  time  to  time  for  more  imperative  duties, 
but  I  expect  to  be  able  to  submit  to  you,  in  a  short  time,  a  complete  set  of  regu- 
lations for  TOur  approval. 

I  have  deemed  it  my  duty,  with  your  sanction,  to  visit,  from  time  to  time,  the 
hospitals  and  armies  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  country.    I  have  thus  been 
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enabled  to  make  myself  personallj  acquainted  with  tbeir  sanitary  condition  and 
medical  wants.  I  nope,  ere  long,  to  be  able  to  extend  these  inapections  to  the 
west 

A  nniform  diet  table  for  general  hospitals  has  been  prepared  with  great  care, 
and  promises  to  work  advantageously. 

Large  depots  of  medical  supplies  have  been  established  at  New  Xork,  Fbila- 
delphia,  Battimoret  Fortress  Monroe,  Washington,  Cincinnati^  Cairo.  St.  Looi^, 
and  Nashville,  which  have  proved  of  incalculable  advantage  to  the  sick  and 
wounded.  Moreover,  large  sums  have  been  saved  bj  the  accnmnlation  of  stores 
before  the  recent  advance  in  prices  took  place. 

In  terminating  mj  report,  I  desire  to  express  the  hope  that  the  labors  of  the 
officers  of  the  medidal  aepartment  maj  be  made  more  and  more  worth j  of  the 
high  mission  which  has  been  confided  to  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  HAMMOND, 
Surgeon  Gtneral  United  Staiet  Army. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  OF  SDBSISTENCE. 


Opficb  Commissary  Gbnbral  of  Subsistence, 

Wathiitgian  CUi/f  November  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  thiB 
department  for  the  past  year. 

The  army  throughout  our  extensive  territory  has  heen  supplied  with  good 
and  wholesome  suhBlstence*  generally  hy  advertisement  for  bids,  in  the  cities  of 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  Baltimore,  St.  Louis, 
and  San  Francisco. 

ITrcsh  beef  has  generally  been  supplied  to  our  armies  in  the  field,  on  the  hoof, 
and  in  larger  proportion  of  the  ration  to  marching  columns,  to  lessen,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  quantity  of  transportation  required.  The  troops  on  the  coast  of  the 
Garolinas  and  at  the  Gulf  posts,  including  New  Orleans,  have  received  their 
frcs>h  beef  by  shipment  from  New  York.  It  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming 
year  it  may  be  procured  from  Texas. 

In  addition  to  the  troops,  subsistence  has  been  furnished  to  all  political  pris- 
oners and  prisoners  of  war,  to  ^  large  number  of  contrabands,  and  to  the  suffer- 
ing Union  inhabitants  found  in  the  march  of  our  armies  in  the  Confederate  States. 

In  raising  so  large  a  force  of  volunteers  and  putting  them  in  the  field,  much 
irregularity  in  this  department  has  doubtless  occurred,  but  less,  it  is  believed, 
than  was  reasonably  to  have  been  expectcid  under  the  circumstances. 

Great  inaccuracy  exists  in  the  accouuts  rendered  by  volunteer  officers,  and 
great  delay  in  rendering  them  prevails. 

The  act  of  Congress  requiring  all  officers  of  this  department  to  render  their 
accounts  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  monthly,  it  is  believed,  has  greatly 
increased  the  irregularity  in  rendering  the  accounts  by  increasing  the  labor  of  the 
officers  at  a  time  when  their  every  faculty  is  required  for  their  duties  in  the  field. 

The  regular  officers  of  this  department,  few  in  number,  have  had  heavy  labors 
and  reponsibilities  imposed  upon  them,  and  have,  without  exception,  exhibited 
zeal,  intelligence,  and  integrity,  worthy  of  notice. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  TAYLOE, 
Commusary  Oeneral  of  Subiutence, 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL. 


QUAHTBRMASTBH   GbNBRAL'S   OpPICE, 

Washington,  November  18,  1862. 

SiH :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  usual  annual  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  qnartermaster'e  department  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  ot 
June,  1862. 
On  the  30th  of  June,  1861,  the  termination  of  the  preceding  fifical    year,  the 

balances  in  the  hands  of  officers  acting  in  this  department  amounted,  as  stated 

in  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office,  to $2,  536,  597  96 

To  which  are  to  be  added — 

1.  Remittances,  third  quarter  1861 t24,  470, 137  70 

Remittances,  fourth  quarter  1861 . .       41, 152,  760  00 

Remittances,  first  quarter  1862 48,  732,  399  64 

Remittances,  second  quarter  1862 . .       59,  299,  684  71 

173,654,982  05 

2.  Proceeds  of  sales  of  property,  rent  of  buildings,  &c 156,  839  59 

Total  amount  to  be  accounted  for 176,  348,  419  60 

From  which  are  to  be  deducted — ^ 

1.  Expenditures  by  officers,  the  accounts  for  which  have 
been  received  and  subjected  to  the  usual  administrative 
e?  amination,  viz :  prior  to  the  fiscal  year,  the  accounts 
for  which  were  not  received  in  time  for  the  last  annual  re- 
port        $1,  639,  095  68 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year. . .  14,  517,  026  75 

In  the  second  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year.  22,  883, 121  71 

In  the  third  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year. . .  1,  570,  745  59 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year. .  21, 157  92 

40,631,147  65 

2.  Cancelled  requisitions,  and  drafts  re- 
turned by  officers  to  the  United  States 

treasurer  not  used 817,  354  00 

3.  Expenditures  for  which   requisitions 
have  been  issued  to  individuals  upon 

certificates  of  the  Second  Comptroller  ^ 

of  the  Treasury 3.  307,  961  35 

' 44,  756,  463  0^ 


Balance  due  June  30,  1862,  after  deducting  the  expendi- 
tures ascertained  upon  an  administrative  examination 131,  591,  956  Ht« 

From  which  there  is  to  be  made  a  further  deduction  of  the 
amount  of  expenditures,  as  ascertained  from  accounts  for 
the  same  period,  which  have  been  received  and  registered, 
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but  of  which  no  administrative  examinationB  have  yet 

been  made $105,  248, 109  27 

Liess  the  amount  shown  hy  these  accounts 
to   have  been  received  from  sales  of 

property,  rent  of  buildings,  &c 346,  J  71  43 

»104,901,937  84 

X^ieaving  an  outstanding  balance,  due  June  30,  1862,  of 26,  690,  018  76 

\Vhich  is  made  up  as  follows,  viz : 

1 .  Amount  in  the  hands  of  officers  and  agents  unaccounted 
for,  (as  ascertained  from  balances  found  due  upon  exami- 
nation of  their  last  accounts  received,  and  from  their  receipts 
for  advances  made  by  officers  whose  accounts  have  been 

rendered,)  $5,863,709  93.     Of  this  amount  the  sum  of 122, 110  81 

\^  due  for  quartei's  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  last  fiscal 
year,  a  great  portion  of  which  is  in  the  hands  of  officers 
who  have  resigned  and  taken  up  arms  against  the  govern- 
ment,  and  is  lost  to  the  department;  the  balance,  (the 
greater  portion  of  which  will  probably  be  accounted  for 
hereafter,)  is  due  for  the  following  quarters,  viz : 

For  the  third  quarter,  1861 $197,  308  97 

For  the  fourth  quarter,  1861 611,  872  30 

For  the  first  quarter,  1862 1,  742,  619  97 

For  the  second  quarter,  1862 3, 189,  797  88 

5,741.599  12 

2.  Amount  of  requisitions  drawn  in  favor  of  officers  not  taken  ^ 

up 15,  580,  805  72 

llie  greater  portion  of  this,  though  remitted  within  the  last 

fiHcal  year,  could  not  have  been  received  #t  its  termination, 

and  will  be  accounted  for  hereafter. 

3.  Tlfe  remainder  is  distributed  among  the  officers  and  agents 
disbursing  at  the  various  posts  and  stations  and  in  the 
field,  and  is  applicable  to  the  payment  of  debts  contracted 
during  the  year  and  remaining  unpaid,  by  which  it  will 

undoubtedly  be  absorbed,  it  is 5,  245,  503  11 

Total  balance,  as  above 26,  690,  018  76 

►     ======= 

The  amounts  paid  during  the  year,  (including  those  for  purchases  made  and 
itervices  rendered  in  the.  preceding  year,  and  not  included  in  the  last  annual 
report,)  so  far  as  the  accounts  have  been  received,  examined,  and  analyzed, 
wore— 

1^.  For  regular  supplies,  viz : 

Fuel $507,  637  72 

Forage. '  3, 139,  552  73 

Straw 40,  259  02    • 

Stationery 70, 103  05 

$3,757,552  52 

2.  For  incidental  expenses  of  the  army: 

Postage 40,  812  75 

*    Expenses  of  courts-martial 6,  070  24 

Expresses  and  escorts 12,  990  40 
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Burial  expenses <  . . . .  $11,  498  64 

Guides,  interpreters,  and  spies 29,  849  44 

Clerks  and  ageuti* 154,  408  99 

Pay  of  wagon  and  forage  masters 4,  369  15 

Laborers 144, 213  00 

Soldiers  on  constant  labor 147, 187  10 

Hire  of  veterinary  surgeons 2,  213  36 

Office  funiilure 18.628  93 

Medicine  for  bonsos  and  other  animals  .  8,  990  47 

Forges,  blacksmiths, and  shoeing  tools.  34, 154  13 
Horse  and  mule  shoes  and  nails,  iron 

and  steel  for  shoeing 108,  663  32 

Recovering  stray  horses 166  75 

Picket  rope 1, 512  74 

Apprehension  of  deserters 11,  773  11 

Telegraph  contingencies 78, 880  69 

$816, 383  21 

3.  Cavalry  and  artillery  horses 6,  202,  834  04 

4.  Transportation  and  supply  of  prisoners 45,  018  95 

5.  Barracki^  and  quarters: 

For  rents $218, 156  30- 

For  constriction  ana  repairs 641, 108  22 

849,  264  58 

6.  Mileage,  or  transportation  of  officers  and  baggage 148^  173  99 

7.  Transportation: 

Of  clothing $116,  443  86 

Of^ordnance 211, 921  36 

Of  subsistence 340,  386  76 

Of  troops  and  supplies 14, 158,  727  85 

#  14.  827,  479  63 

8.  Purchase  of  stoves 32,  477  34 

9.  For  materials  for,  and  amount  expended  in  the  pcepaiation  * 
and  purchase  of  clothing,  camp,  and  garrison  equipage 13,  138,  490  41 

10.  Collecting,  drilling,  and  organizing  volunteers 47,  428  81 

11.  Gunboats  on  the  western  waters 1^4,  C57  00 

12.  Special^  expenditures  for  other  departments,  and  under 

special  appropriations,  viz: 

For  medical  department $37, 217  70 

For  army  contingencies 13,  857  16 

For  ordnance  department 263, 321  65 

For  pay  department 198  86 

For  subsistence  department 12,  993  82 

For  engineer  department 245,  557  93 

For  topographical  engineer  department  . .  5, 698  46 

For  Treasury  Department 189  38 

For  State  Department 142  43 

^  For  recruiting  service 1, 010  95 

For  building  hospital  and  magazine  at  Key 

West 3, 841  40 

For  Indian  bureau .  55  00 

For  constructing  stables  at  Carlisle  barracks  527  61 

For  signal  service 3  00 

For  revenue  service 167  00 
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For  boildmg  and  repairing  Fort  Aber- 

crombie $7  98 

$584,  790  33 


40,  634,  450  95 
Axnonnt  of  errors,  &c.,  ascertained  in  officers'  accounts 3,  303  30 


Total  expenditure  of  whicb  the  accounts  have  been  exam- 
ined and  analyzed 40,  631, 147  65 


fVom  the  above  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  accounts  for  only  about 
one-fourth  of  the  expenditures  by  the  officers  of  this  department,  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1862,  have,  at  this  date,  passed  die  adminis- 
tratiye  examination  and  analyzation  which  the  law  requires  them  to  receive  in 
tbis  office  before  being  reported  to  the  treasury  for  final  examination  and  settle- 
ment. 

The  clerical  force  of  this  office,  though  a  number  of  temporary  clerks  have 
been  employed  in  addition  to  the  regular  and  authorized  force,  is  insufficient  to 
examine  the  accounts  with  promptness.  • 

The  number  of  officers  making  reports  and  returns  is  very  large.  There  are 
not  less  than  one  thousand  regiments  or  parts  of  regiments  in  the  service. 
£ach  of  these  regiments  has  a  regimental  quartermaster,  who  is  in  charge  of 
▼aluable  property,  of  which  he  is  required  by  the  regulations  to  make  monthly 
and  quarterly  returns.  Under  the  law  of  last  year  he  is  required  also,  if  he 
receives  or  expends  any  public  money,  to  send  in  monthly  accounts. 

From  the  inexperience  of  many  of  these  officers  they  fail  to  render  their 
acGOunts  and  make  their  returns  punctually,  and  those  received  require  cor- 
rection. 

From  the  regimental  quartermasters  alone  thus  over  twelve  thousand  accoiyits 
and  sets  of  returns  are  to  be  expected  annually. 

The  brigade  quartermasters  and  the  quartermasters  of  the  regular  army,  who 
act  as  chiefs  to  army  corps  or  armies  in  the  field,  or  who  arc  in  charge  of  the 
important  depots  for  the  purchase  and  manufacture  of  supplies,  are  charged 
with  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money,  and  their  accounts  are  veiy 
voluminous.  There  are  now  nearly  three  hundred  of  these  oflicers,  whose 
accounts  will  number  in  a  year  three  thousand  six  hundred. 

Every  officer  commanding  a  compan]p#in  either  the  regular  or  volunteer  army 
is  responsible  for  the  clothing  received  by  him  for  issue  to  the  men  of  his  com- 
mand, and  is  required  to  make  quarterly  returns  thereof.  As,  in  an  army  of 
one  million  men,  there  will  be  not  less  than  ten  thousand  company  commanders, 
there  should  be  forty  thousand  clothing  returns  received  and  examined  in  this 
office. 

The  correspondence  with  officers  who  fail  to  make  their  returns  within  the 
time  required  by  the  regulations,  and  with  those  whose  returns  are  imperfect  or 
incorrect,  involves  much  labor. 

After  consultation  with  the  experienced  officers  and  clerks  who  have  l^reto- 
fore  pcrfoimed  this  duty,  I  consider  that  it  will  require  an  addition  to  the  force 
of  this  office  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  clerks  to  examine  in  a  reasonable  time 
the  mai)S  of  accounts  and  returns  which  have  accumulated  during  the  past  year, 
and  to  keep  up  the  correspondence  necessary  to  settle  the  accounts  promptly 
hereafter,  and  compel  officers  to  make  their  returns  regularly  ngd  correctly. 

The  labor  now  imposed  upon  certain  officers  of  this  department  is  too  g^reat. 
U  is  physically  impos^iblc  to  examine  properly  all  the  papers  which  must  be 
submitted  to  tiie  heads  of  certain  branches  of  the  office.  The  consequence  is 
delay  in  the  transacticjn  of  public  business.     The  subjects  of  the  most  pressing 
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importance'  are  attended  to,  while  others  are  laid  aside  and  son^etxmt^  over- 
looked. The  great  duty  of  this  department  is  to  provide  for  and  supply  th<* 
wants  of  the  array.  This  has  been  accomplished.  Its  second  duty,  of  no  ht^ 
importance,  is,  by  proper  examination  of  the  reports,  returns,  and  accounts  tif 
its  officers,  to  enforce  a  strict  economy  in  the  disbursements  of  public  money 
and  a  strict  accountability  for  the  public  property  in  chai^  of  its  officrrs. 

The  force  of  this  office  has  not  been  sufficient  to  examine  the  accounts  hqJ 
returns  promptly,  or  even  to  compel  their  regular  rendition,  and  doubtlte^  thr 
public  treasury  and  tlie  .public  creditors  have  suffered  in  consequence. 

I  recommend  that  Congress^ be.  requested  to  authorize  the  employment  ot 
three  officers,  to  be  stylea  "  auditors  of  the  quartermaster's  department.*'  whi>, 
under  the  direction  of  the  quartermaster  general,  and  acting  by  bis  authority 
and  in  his  name,  may  take  charge  of  the  administrative  examination  of  the 
accounts  and  returns  of  both  money  and  property  in  this  office.  The  duty  ir 
one  of  high  importance,  and  though  technically  and  legally  the  examination  i^ 
required  to  be  made  by  the  quartermaster  general,  and  should  be  made  by  hk 
authority  and  under  his  direction,  it  is  not  physically  possible  for  bim  to  inspect 
all  the  papers  in  person,  or  to  take  action  on  any  but  the  more  imp<:>rtant  qu«>- 
tions  arising  on  their  examination.  The  unsettled  accounts  now  in  this  office 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  over  five  milliona  oi 
dollars  are  in  the  hands  of  officers  who  have  not  yet  made  their  returns  or 
transmitted  their  accounts. 

The  auditors  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  here  proposed,  should  ht 
persons  of  high  reputation,  of  business  capacity  and  experience,  and  the  saUrr 
should  be  such  as  to  secure  the  services  of  well  qualified  men. 

The  accounts  of  the  department  divide  themselves  into  classei^  as  follows : 

1.  Clothing,  camp,  and  garrison  equipage. 

2.  Transportation  by  land  and  water,  with  all  its  means  and  suppUe:^  a^ 
animals,  wagons,  ambulances,  forage,  steam  and  sail  vessels,  boats,  and  the  mea 
necessary  to  take  care  of  and  manage  them. 

3.  Regular  and  contingent  supplies  of  the  department — ^hospitalB,  barracks 
and  quarters,  fuel,  mileage  off  officers,  expenses  of  courts^martial,  militarr 
boards  and  commissions,  stationery,  &c. 

With  a  sufficient  addition  to  the  clerical  force  of  the  offioe>  ^ith  the  Um?e 
officers  above  named  to  assist  the  quartermaster  general,  it  is  believed  that  ii 
would  be  pofsible  to  despatch  the  business  relating  to  settlement  of  accounts 
with  that  promptness  required  alike  by  justice  to  the  interests  of  the  govero- 
ment  and  of  the  officers  of  the  department. 

CHANGE  IN  MODE  OF  SETTLING  ACCOUNTS. 

By  the  law  of  July  17,  1862,  to  provide  for  the  more  prompt  settlement  of 
accounts  of  disbursing  officers,  all  disbursing  officers  are  required  to  transmit 
their  accounts  monthly  direct  to  the  proper* aocoimting  officer  of  the  treaaurr. 
The  regulations  horetofon^  in  force  required  officers  to  tnmsmit  their  aocujonb' 
direct  to  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  or  bureaus  under  whose  dirvctioa 
the5^er\'ed.  It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  quartermaster  general  to  caufio  tlie 
returns  and  accounts  of  officers  serving  in  that  department  to  pass  through  a 
rigid  administrative  scnitiny  before  transmitting  the  money  accountf^  to  the 
proper  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  settlem^t. 

The  decision  of  the  quartermaster  general  was  to  be  indorsed  on  e-ach  account.  , 
It  was  his  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  War  all  accitunts  or 
matters  of  account  which  required  and  merited  it ;   to  notify  the  difibur^^ing 
officer  of  all  suspensions  or  disallowances,  that  he  might  liave  early  opportunity 
to  submit  explanation  or  take  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

When  the  account  was  suspended  or  disallowed  in  the  proper  offic««  of  iht* 
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Trea^niy  Department,  or  explanation  or  evidence  required  from  the  officer,  the 
reg:nlation»  direct  the  officer  to  be  notified  thereof  by  the  quartermaster  general, 
and  all  vouchers,  evidence,  or  explanation  were  required  to  be  returned  to  the 
l^reasurj  Department  through  the  quartermaster  general's  office.  This  exami- 
nation was  intended  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War,  through  the  head  of  the 
cinartermaster  general's  department  and  of  the  other  military  bureaus,  to  control 
toe  officers  of  the  War  Department' in  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  army. 

If  the  accounts  are  sent  direct  from  the  disbursing  officer^  to  the  treasury, 
they  may  be  settled  there  without  any  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  or  of  the  heads  of  the  bureaus,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  disburse- 
ments have  been  conducted.     The  quartermaster  general  wotild  have  no  control 
over,  no  knowledge  of  the  prices  paid  for,  the  various  supplies  which  it  is  his 
duty  to  procure  for  the  army;  no  knowledge  of  the  cost  of  transportation .  of 
troops,  of  the  prices  at  which  vessels  are  chartered,  and,  in  fact,  no  control  over 
the  expenditure  and  application  of  the  public  money  within  the  department. 
The  officers  of  the  treasury  are  not  supposed  to  be  skilled  in  the  technical 
knowledge  of  all  the  various  departments,  and  their  examination  of  accounts 
ha0  heretofore,  except  as  to  correctness  of  forms,  figures,  and  receipts  and  proofs, 
been  guided  by  the  administrative  examination  of  the  several  bureaus. 

This  administrativie  examination  appears  to  be,  by  the  new  law,  dispensed 
with ;  at  least,  the  law  provides  no  means  to  enable  the  quartermaster  general 
to  accomplish  it,  and  permits  the  Auditor,  who  is  to  receive  the  accounts  mrectly 
from  the  officer,  to  settle  them  without  any  reference  to  the  War  Department  or 
the  qiuutermaster  general.  Some  accounts  transmitted  direct  to  the  Auditor 
have  been  by  him  referred  to  the  quartermaster  general,  with  a  request  that 
they  may  be  submitted  to  such  examination. 

Believing  that  some  supplemental  law  would  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
intention  of  Congress  and  to  secure  a  proper  control  over  the  expenditures  of 
this  department  by  its  head,  its  officers  have,  with  your  approbation,  been 
requirea,  while  transmitting  their  accounts,  in  compliance  with  the  new  law, 
direct  to  the  Auditor,  to  send  triplicate  copies  to  this  office  for  examination. 
This  increases  the  labor  of  keeping  accounts,  already  onerous ;  but  the  law  per- 
mits it  to  be  required,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  other  way  by  which  the-depart- 
ment  can  have  knowledge  of  or  control  over  the  expenditures  for  which  it  is 
accountable.  The  administrative  examination  being  preliminary,  and  the  trea- 
suiy  examination  and  settlement  final,  time  is  lost  by  sending  the  accounts  first 
to  the  treasury. 

The  plan  of  requiring  all  disbursing  officers  to  transmit,  by  every  mail,  direct 
to  the  head  of  the  department  in  which  they  serve,  duplicates  of  all  paid  and 
certified  vouchers  in  their  hands  has  been  suggested,  and  it  is  respectftilly 
recommended  to  your  consideration.  It  is  believed  to  possess  many  advantages, 
both  to  the  government  and  to  the  disbursing  officer,  over  both  the  present 
method,  which  requires  them  to  'be  transmitted  monthly,  and  the  quarterly 
transmission  heretofore  required. 

In  i$o  large  a  business  as  is  now  transacted  under  the  direction  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department  many  legal  questions  arise,  for  the  settlement  of  wnich 
some  officer  of  legal  skill  and  knowledge  should  be  provided.  Claims  for 
damages  by  the  breach  of  contract;  suits  for  failure  of  contractors ;  suits  against 
delinquent  officers  and  agents,  or  their  bondsmen;  investigation  of  titles  to  land 
,  aad  tenements  rented — to  vessels  to  be  chartered  or  purchased;  preparing 
leai^es,  bondu,  charter-parties,  contracts,  agreements,  &c.  I  recommend  that,  for 
this  pnrpose,  there  be  appointed  a  solicitor  of  the  quarteimaster's  department. 

With  the  small  army  which  the  country  has  heretofore  maintained,  such  legal 
questions  as  arise  could  be  referred  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Attorney 
General ;  but  the  cases  on  which  the  quartermaster  general  is  required  to  decide, 
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and  in  which  inyestigation  by  a  skilful  legal  adviser  is  needed,  are  now 

and  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  were  such  an  officer  provided  md 

attached  to  the  office. 

OPFICB    ROOMS. 

The  rooms  assigned  to  this  office  in  Winder's  building  do  not  afford  space  fer 
the  accommodation  of  its  clerks  or  the  filing  of  its  records.  The  reports,  retoms* 
and  accounts  of  an  expenditure  of  many  millions  annually  must  all  pass  through 
this  office.  Many  of  them,  after  an  examination  which  requires  the  papere  to 
be  kept  in  the  office  for  months,  are  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  Department; 
but  many  are  filed  and  preserved  for  reference  in  this  office.  They  relate  to 
public  expenditures,  and  are  the  records  of  the  transactions  of  the  government 
and  its  officers — the  evidence  of  the  honest  or  dishonest  application  of  vast  soms 
of  money  and  of  property  of  great  value.  The  place  of  their  deposit  should 
be  safe  against  fire  or  accident.  It  would  not  be  safe  for  the  goTenunent,  or 
just  to  its  officers,  to  deposit  such  records  in  buildings  not  permanent  and  fire> 
proof. 

I  recommend  that  Congress  be  asked  to  provide  for  the  extension  of  Winder'ft 
building  to  the  north.  The  bailding  is  of  simple  and  cheap  construction,  is  fire- 
proof, and  may  ultimately  be  extended  with  advantage  to  cover  the  whole  squarr 
on  which  it  is  situated. 

GUNBOAT  PLBBT. 

Shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  upon  the  requisition  of  Lieutenant 
General  Scott,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  this  department  com- 
menced  the  construction  of  a  fleet  of  steam  gunboats  for  service  on  the  western 
rivers.  The  result  was  the  creation,  by  construction,  purchase,  or  capture,  of  a 
fleet  of  forty-five  vessels,  of  an  aggregate  burden  of  19,464  tons;  of  a  flotilla  of 
thirty-eight  mortar  boats,  or  rafts,  each  fitted  for  a  thirteen-inch  sea-coast  mor- 
tar; and  one  wharf  boat  of  4,000  tons  burden. 

The  fleet  contained  thrc^e  iron-clad  steam  gunboats  of  1,000  tons  each,  seven 
iron-clad  steam  gunboats  of  512  tons  each,  eight  wooden  gunboats  and  two  steam- 
rams,  besides  thirteen  steam-tugs  of  thirty  ton^each,  us^  as  tenders  to  the  fleet 

The  mortar  boats,  of  which  thirty-eight  were  built  at  St.  Louis,  by  directxoD 
of  General  Fremont,  were  rafts  or  blocks  of  solid  timber,  of  sufficient  burden  to 
carry  and  permit  to  be  served  upon  the  deck  of  each  one  thirteen-inch  sea-coast 
mortar,  using  a  charge  of  thirty  pounds  of  powder. 

The  other  vessels  of  the  fleet  served  as  tenders,  despatch  boats,  transportF, 
ordnance  and  magazine  ships,  hospital  ships,  and  store  ships. 

The  fleet  was  commenced  under  the  superintendence  of  Commander*  nov 
Captain,  John  liodgers,  of  the  United  States  navy. 

The  command  was  afterwards  transferred  to  Captain,  now  Admiral,  Foote,  of 
the  navy,  whose  energy,  gallantry,  and  skill  have  been  conspicuous  in  the  or- 
ganization, construction,  and  command  of  the  fleet.  At  Forts  Hcniy  and  Do- 
naldson, at  Island  No.  10,  at  Memphis,  and  at  Vicksburg,  this  fleet,  nnder  his 
command  and  that  of  his  successor.  Commander,  now  acting  Bear  Admiral,  C.N. 
Davis,  has  rendered  valuable  service.  * 

The  organization  was  mixed.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  gunboats  and 
portions  of  the  crews  were  furnished  by  the  navy;  other  portions  of  the  arws 
were  detailed  from  the  volunteer  army ;  and  the  commandess  and  officers  of  the 
transports  and  of  some  other  vessels  were  employed  by  the  quartermaster*! 
department.  The  organization  worked  harmoniously  and  effectively,  however, 
and  the  services  of  the  fleet  are  recognized  and  acknowledged  hj  the  govern- 
ment and  by  the  country. 

The  greater  part  of  the  vessels  were  built  and  paid  for  by  the  quartennaster'i 
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department ;  part  of  the  armament  and  ordnance  were  furnished  by  the  ord- 
nance department  of  the  army ;  but  a  large  portion  of  the  guns  and  ammuni- 
'tion  were  supplied  by  the  Navy  Department.     Some  of  the  vessels  were  cap- 
tured  by  the  fleet,  and,  being  fitted  out  by  the  quartermaster's   department 
^vrere  added  to  its  strength. 

The  appropriations  for  the  gunboat  fleet,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  SOth 
June,  were  82,400,000. 

STEAM-RAMS. 

As  an  aid  to  the  gunboat  fleet,  at  a  time  when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  fleet 
of  armored  gunboats  in  possession  of  the  rebels  below  Island  No.  10  was  formi- 
dable, you  directed  the  purchase  of  a  number  of  steamers  to  be  converted  into 
Btram-rams.  Five  stem-wheel  and  four  side-wheel  steamers  were  selected  by 
Colonel  Charles  Ellet,  the  late  distinguished  civil  engineer,  appointed  a  colonel 
of  volunteers,  and  with  the  aid  of  committees  of  the  board  of  trade  of  the 
w^estem  cities,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  Colonel  Ellet  and  of  officerB 
appointed  for  tlie  purpose,  they  were  fitted  for  service  with  great  despatch. 

Golonel  £llei,  who  had  thought  and  published  much  upon  the  use  of  the  mo- 
mentum of  powerful  steamers,  properly  fitted,  as  a  means  of  destruction,  was  by 
yoo  assigned  to  the  command  of  this  fleet;  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  fleet  or 
^nboats,  he  did  most  gallant  and  effective  service  in  the  defeat  and  destruction 
of  almost  the  entire  rebel  fleet  off  Memphis.  He  received  a  wound  in  this  ac- 
tion, from  the  effects  of  which  he  never  recovered ;  and,  being  attacked  by  dis- 
ease while  still  weakened  by  his  wound,  he  sealed  kis  devotion  to  his  country 
with  his  life. 

ITie  principal  navigable  rivers  of  the  western  States  above  Vicksburg  have 
been  rescued  from  the  control  of  the  rebels,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  hostile 
fleet  has  been  destroyed  or  captured.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  in  the 
rivers  of  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  there  still  remain,  protected  by  low  water,  a. 
number  of  steamers,  some  of  which  have  been  fitted  for  offence,  and  which  will 
require  the  attention  of  the  gunboat  fleet  when  the  waters  rise. 

Congress,  by  the  law  of  July  16,  1862,  ch.  clxxxv,  directed  the  gmlboat 
fleet  to  be  transferred  to  the  Navy  Department,  which  transfer  has  been  made. 

The  estimate  of  May  23,  1862,  was  intended  for  the  maintenance  of  the  fleet 
of  steam-rams  only  till  September  30,  1862,  by  which  time  it  was  hoped  that 
the  Mississippi  would  be  opened, and  that  their  services  could  be  dispensed  with.. 
The  failure  of  the  attack  on  Vicksburg,  however,  has  made  it  necessary  to  re- 
tain this  fleet  in  service,  and  an  estimate  has  accordingly  been  submitted  for  its- 
maintenance  during  the  remainder  of  this  fiscal  year. 

The  appropriations  for  steam-rams  for  the  fiscal  year  were  $400,000. 
Lists  of  vessels  employed  in  these  fleets  accompany  this  report. 

RAILROAD   TRANSPORTATION. 

The  numerous  railroads  of  the  United  States  have  been  extensively  used  in. 
the  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies.  The  collection  and  movement  of  a 
m^lion  of  men  to  the  front,  the  movements  of  large  bodies  of  troops  from  one 
portion  of  the  seat  of  war  to  another,  and  the  transportation  from  the  place  of 
production  and  from  the  depots  and  arsenals  to  the  places  of  issue  and  of  con- 
sumption of  the  munitions  of  war,  provisions,  clothing,  wagons,  arms,  artillery,. 
&c.,  have  involved 'an  immense  expenditure  of  public  money  among  the  various 
railroad  companies. 

Daring  the  first  part  of  the  fiscal  year  the  service,  though  promptly  performed,, 
suffered  from  the  complaints  and  rivalry  of  different  corpova'tions,  and  from  the 
want  of  a  uniform  basis  of  compensation.     The  tariff  issued  by  the  Assistant 
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Becretaiy  of  the  War  Department  failed  to  ^ve  Batisfactioii,  and  a  eonTcntkm 
of  raiboad  managers  was  called  hj  70a  in  this  city  in  the  ap^ng  of  the  piefent 

C',  at  which  a  uniform  tariff  for  inilitary  railroad  Berrice  was  adopted,  wbicb 
been  accepted  hj  all  the  railroads  engi^ed  in  military  tranaportatioQ,  witk 
the  exception  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  raOroad,  the  Baltimore  and  Waabiag^ 
ton  Tailroad,  and,of  some  railroads  in  Missouri,  for  which  Gongieaa,  bj  special  * 
legislation,  made  other  proTision. 

These  several  railroads  have  been  excepted  from  the  operatkmB  of  the  Rdneed 
tari£F  for  miHtarr  transportation  in  consequence  of  thdr  peeiiliar  aitnalkm,  ni 
ihe  difficulty  and  danger  attending  the  service  within  the  limits  of  actual  bastifi- 
ties.  Their  bridges  lutve  been  deetrojedt  their  tracks  torn  up,  their  tunnels  ob- 
4Btnicted,  and  their  engineers  and  operatives  fired  upon. 

The  tariff  agreed  upon  in  the  convention,  though  one  which  pajs  expcBMf 
snd  some  profit  to  the  companies,  is  at  rates  below  those  which  the  compsniei 
have  eenenillj  received  for  their  ordinary  business  during  the  present  sessoa. 
The  dosing  of  the  Mississippi  and  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  past  j«r 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  nulroad,  two  of  the  great  outlets  for  the  prodortioai 
of  thcf  northwest  has  thrown  upon  the  other  avenues  to  the  ooaat  a  trade  bejoad 
their  capacity. 

Under  these  drcumstanees  the  companies  deserve  due  credit  for  the  paliiotic 
manner  in  which  they  haveperformea  the  services  required  of  them  by  the  go?- 
emment.  Inexperienced  officers  have  called  upon  them  for  tranaportationt  hB- 
tary  authority  has  sometimes  been  improperly  called  into  uae  to  oompd  thca 
to  do  service  upon  ihsuffieient,  irregular,  or  imperfect  authoii^  and  voadMm, 
and  this  has  led  to  delay  and  irreemarity  in  the  settlement  of  their  aeeonols. 

The  service  has,  however,  in  lumost  all  cases,  been  performed  with  prompt- 

^  ness  and  effidency,  and  the  companies  have  borne  with  patience  the  delays  sad 

vexations  attending  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  though  it  has  not  alwsT# 

been  possible  to  make  them  acquainted  with  the  reasons  compelling  the  ilcLiv. 

Costly  as  has  been  this  service,  no  other  mode  of  tranttportation  couM  liavt- 
coUected  and  moved  our  forces  in  the  same  time,  or  at  so  little  expense.  Takms 
into-  consideration  the  cost  of  pay  and  provisions  for  troops  so  highly  paid  and 
fed  as  ours,  the  cost  of  marching  a  thousand  men  one  hundrt'd  miles  will  far  ex- 
ceed the  two  thousand  dollars  which  is  paid  for  their  transportation  by  railroad, 
the  movement  by  rail  being  made  in  a  single  day,  while  the  march  would  occupj 
many. 

AIILITARY    RAILWAYS. 

As  the  armies  have  advanced  into  the  insurgent  States,  it  has  become  ni^re^ 
saiy  to  take  possession  of  and  repair  the  railways  abandoned  by  their  owners 
and  managers,  and  stripped  of  their  equipments  and  partially  destroyed  by  tlw 
rebels.  Among  the  roads  thus  occupi<?d  in  tlie  east  are  parts  of  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria,  of  the  Potomac  and  Aqnia  creek,  the  Richmond  and  York  rivt- r.  thf 
Norfolk  and  Petersburg,  Seaboard  and  Roanoke,  HarperV  Ferry  and  Winchei*- 
ter,  tlie  railroad  from  I3<»aufort  to  Newbenie,  and  for  a  short  time  the  Aunapulir 
Branch  railroad,  and  a  portion  of  the  AVashington  and  Baltimore  railroad. 

In  the  west,  parts  of  the  Tennert?«e«'  and  Ohio.  Memphis  and  Ohio.  Mempbi;* 
and  Charleston,  Central  Alabama,  Nasln-ille  and  Chattanooga,  Missini^ippi  tVn- 
tral,  and  some  others  have  been  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  stocked,  e^uippi-d.  re- 
paired, and  nm  by  the  officers  of  the  quarterniJist«.T's  department. 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroaiL  th«»  Mij^souri  railroads,  and  the  Loni*vili' 
and  Nashvilh?  railroad  have  to  a  great  extent  made  their  own  repairs,  and  h»v. 
been  paid  for  their  services  to  the  government.  The  roads  have  been  guardnl 
as  far  as  poss\b\<i  dMtin^  th(?ir  repair  and  use  by  the  troops  of  the  I'nimi 
States. 
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• 

The  lottBen  incident  to  the  reverses  which  have  in  some  cases  attended  our 
r>;perationB  have  heen  great.     The  department  has  lost  ahout  400  cars  and  11 
evigines,  destroyed,  captured,  or  shipwrecked  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge.     A  num-' 
k  »<>r  of  engines  and  cars  have  been  captured  from  the  rebels,  but  probably  not  so 
zuany  as  have  been  lost  and  destroyed. 

The  cost  of  these  railroad  repairs  has  been  very  great,  but  the  cost  of  pro- 
-^'idiDg  and  maintaining  wagon  trains  to  enable  the  army  to  dispense  with  them 
^wroald  have  been  much  greater. 

The  work  has  been  done  generally  under  direction  of  officers  of  the  quar- 
t.«rDuieter*s  department,  or  with  its  fiinds  by  officers  specially  assigned  to  this 
e^ervice.  Colonel  D.  E.  McGuUum,  A.  D.  C,  and  Brigadier  General  H.  Haupt, 
Utiit<^d  States  volunteers,  superintendents  of  military  railroads  in  the  east,  Gap- 
tain  James  B.  McPherson,  United  States  engineers,  now  Major  General  James 
S.  McPheraon,  United  States  volunteers  in  western  Tennesssee,  and  ^T,  J.  P. 
A^ndcrson,  in  middle  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel 
Thomas  Swords,  assistant  quartermaster  general,  have  been  specially  engaged 
in  this  work,  which  has  required  great  ability  and  energy  to  meet  the  urgent 
«lemands  attending  the  movements  of  troops  and  their  supplies. 

Under  the  law  of  January  31,  1862,  chap,  xv,  authorizing  the  President 
to  take  military  possession  of  all  the  railroads,  a  general  order  was  issued  which 
technically  assumed  this  military  possession  and  rendered  the  railroads  subject 
to  direct  militaxy  authority.  '^ 

The  service,  however,*  has  been  performed  so  zealously  and  satisfactorily  by 
the  railroads  of  the  loyal  States,  that  it  has  not  become  necessary  since  the 
passage  of  the  law  actually  to  put  this  military  authority  into  exercise  over  any 
road  not  within  the  limits  of  an  insurgent  State. 


WATER  TRANSPORTATION. 

The  nuijieroiiB  and  important  expeditions  which  have  been  undertaken  by  the 
government  during  the  fiscal  year  have  made  heavy  demands  upon  the  funds 
of  tlie  department. 

The  expedition  under  command  of  General  Sherman  to  the  coast  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Port  Royal  and 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  southeastern  coast ;  the  expedition  of  General  Bumside 
to  the  North  Carolina  sounds ;  that  of  General  Butler  to  Ship  island  and  New 
Orleans;  and  last  and  greatest,  that  of  General  McClellan,  which  transferred  an 
army  of  men,  with  all  its  material  of  war,  its  artillery,  cavalry,  ammu- 

«ii]on,  and  baggage,  with  their  trains,  from  the  lines  in  front  of  Washington  to 
iie  lower  Chesapeake,  are  among  the  most  remarkable  in  history  for  the  rapidity 
and  completeness  with  which  they  were  organized,  and  the  success  and  freedom 
from  accident  or  misfortune  with  which  they  were  conveyed  to  their  destinationB. 
With  all  these  expeditionary  corps  serving  at  a  distance  from  their  basis  of 
operations,  having  no  communication  with  the  goveirnment  at  home  except  by 
sea.  it  has  been  necessary  to  keep  up  a  costly  transport  fleet. 

The  army  on  the  peninsula  between  the  York  and  James  rivers  remained  for 
fix  taonths  in  such  a  condition  that  it  was  decided  to  be  improper  to  withdraw 
the  transports,  and  they  were  retained  at  heavy  cost,  until,  after  its  reverses  be- 
fore Richmond,  it  was  withdrawn  and  transferred  again  to  the  lines  in  ft'ont  of 
Washington.     This  operation  was  performed  with  speed  and  success. 

The  f«uecess  of  these  movements  gives  striking  evidence  of  the  greatness  of 
ihc  military  resources  of  the  nation.  During  all  the  time  these  several  armies 
have  been  operating  in  a  hostile  coimtry,  supplied  entirely  from  our  northern 
fteaports  with  provisions,  forage,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  all  the  necessaries  of 
an  army  in  the  field,  there  has  scarce  been  a  moment  when  ample  supplies  of 
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every  article  needed  for  man  or  beast  have  not  been  within  reach  of  the  officer? 
charged  with  their  distribntion. 

The  transportation  of  troops  along  the  ea3tem  and  southern  coast  and  upon 
the  Potomac  and  James  and  York  rivers  has  been  much  more  costly  than  npoa 
the  western  waters.  • 

The  powerful  steamers  fitted  to  withstand  the  storms  of  the  Atlantic  consnai- 
ing  large  quantities  of  ^el  and  constructed  at  great  cost,  have  demanded  and 
received  very  large  prices  for  their  services.  They  have  generally  been  char- 
tered for  a  certain  limited  period,  with  the  right  to  keep  them  as  long  aa  needed 
by  the  government.  In  the  expectation  of  a  short  term  of  service,  the  charter 
were  high,  in  order  to  cover  the  expenses  of  outfit  and  insurance  and  dama^ 
done  bv  the  troops  to  their  costly  fittings.  The  military  necessities  have  veir 
generally,  as  in  the  case  of  the  expedition  to  the  peninsula,  compelled  the  de- 
partment to  retain  them  in  service  far  beyond  the  time  at  first  intended. 

The  requisitions  for  transportation  have  always  been  urgent.  Instant  mi£- 
tary  necessities  admit  of  no  delay,  and  a  few  days  or  weeks  only  have  huen 
allowed  for  the  outfit  of  expeditions  which  other  nations  would  spend  months 
in  preparing.  Time  has  not  been  allowed  for  public  competition,  and  indood 
the  government  has  employed  nearly  all  the  available  vessels,  so  that,  taking  all, 
there  could  be  no  competition. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  officers,  however  honest,  with  but  httle 
experience  in  business  of  such  magnitude,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  goven- 
ment  has  been  compelled  to  pay  largely.  These  steamers  have,  in  acme  cases, 
been  taken  from  profitable  lines  almost  by  military  compulsion.  The  demandf 
of  the  government  have,  in  some  cases,  absorbed  nearly  all  the  ocean  ateamen 
of  the  country,  and  have  seriously  encroached  upon  its  eastern  river  commerce 
and  upon  the  ferries  of  our  great  cities. 

In  the  west  the  closing  of  the  Mississippi  threw  a  large  fleet  of  steamers  out 
of  employment,  and  under  the  excellent  system  pursued  by  the  ofiicerfi  of  tbe 
department  at  St.  Louis,  the  transportation  of  troops  in  the  movements  upon 
the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland,  resulting  in  the  opening  of  these  rivers,  and  in 
the  dispersion  of  the  rebel  force  at  Corinth,  and  in  tlie  movements  down  the 
Mississippi  to  Memphis  and  Helena,  and  upon  the  Missouri  river,  faas  been  ob- 
tained at  rates  probably  below  those  of  any  similar  movement  ever  made. 

The  abundance  of  steamboats  upon  the  western  waters  and  their  peculiar 
construction  afibrd  great  facilities  for  the  movement  of  troops.  The  boats  ap- 
proach the  beach  and  land  the  troops,  horses,  artillery,  wagons,  and  stores  at 
almost  any  desired  point  without  difficulty,  while  on  the  eastern  waters  tk 
vessels  are  generally  of  such  draught  as  compels  them  to  make  use  of  wfaarvet 
or  to  remain  at  a  distance  firom  the  beach  and  land  by  means  of  lighterb  ai^ 
boats.  " 

LAND  TRANSPOBT. 

The  land  transport  in  the  extensive  marches  of  the  army  has  ako  been  a 
source  of  vast  expenditure,  but  the  supplies  have  been  abundant.  In  the  earlier 
marches  the  size  of  the  trains  was  beyond  all  precedent.  Regiments  marchoii 
with  complete  equipments  of  heavy  winter  tents ;  officers  indulged  in  a  \usmf 
of  baggage;  and  camp  followers  encumbered  the  trains  with  their  tiselees  lug- 
gage. General  order  No.  160,  issued  by  the  general>in-cliief,  enforces  a  aaktaij 
reforai.  It  reduces  the  allowance  of  wagons  to  a  regimental  train  within  ren- 
sonable  limits;  prescribes  the  allowance  of  tents  and  of  baggage  to  cffict^rs  ani 
men;  and  assigns  to  certain  portions  of  the  train  the  duty  of  transporting  the 
hospital  stores,  forage  for  the  animals,  and  other  absolute  ueoes^sarieg  of  tioope 
in  the  field. 

The  introduction  of  the  shelter  tent  for  all  troops  in  campaign^  th^  disuse  of 
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e  Sibley  tent  and  the  wedge  tent,  and  the  reduction  of  the  allowance  of  tents 
lieadqoarters  and  for  officers,  will  greatly  reduce  the  expenses,  and  increase 

efficiency  and  mobility  of  our  armies. 
Napoleon  asserts,  and  there  is  no  higher  autliority,  that  an  army  of  40,000 
Dnen  with  a  train  of  480  wagoqs  can  carry  with  it  a  month's  provisions.     He* 
Cioneiders  that  the  men  and  the  extra  or  led  horses  can  carry  ten  days',  and  the 
4  80  wagons  twenty  days'  rations.     This  is  at  the  rate  of  twelve  wagons  to  a 
^lioosand  men. 

This  applies  only  to  an  army  in  motion.  When  the  army  remains  in  one 
place  for  a  length  of  time  it  consumes  the  forage  of  the  vicinity,  and  the  trains 
^LTB  increased  in  order  to  supply  the  horses  of  tlie  cavalry,  artillery,  and  of  the 
Craina  themselves  with  forage.  A  horse  requires  nearly  twenty-six  pounds  per 
^ay  of  food,  while  a  soldier's  ration  weighs  but  three  pounds. 

In  our  armies  the  requisitions  for  transportation  have  been  enormous.     The 
ATxny  of  the  Potomac,  in  July,  at  Harrison's  Landing,  when  less  than 
strong,  after  its  losses  in  the  retreat  to  the  James  river,  had        wagons  and 
ambulances,  drawn  by         horses  and         mules —  animals  employed  in 

tha  trains.     In  addition  to  these,  there  were  cavalry  and  artillery  horses, 

making  horses  and  mules  to  be  fed.     The  supply  of  these  animals  with 

forage,  almost  entirely  shipped  from  the  northern  ports,  was  very  costly.  The 
position  of  the  army. did  not  allow  of  more  than  a  few  days'  supply  being 
landed  at  any  time,  and  the  vessels  in  which  it  had  been  shipped  were  kept,  in 
some  cases,  for  months  on  demurrage,  at  enormous  expense. 

Thi§  same  army  was  moved  to  Washington,  re-enforced,  and  marching  to 
Sharpsburg,  fought  the  battles  of  South  Mountain,  Grampton's  Gap,  and  An- 
tietam,  and  lay  for  some  weeks  along  the  upper  Potomac.  On  the  31st  of  Oc- 
tober, from  reports  in  this  office,  its  nominal  strength  was  '  but  so  many  . 
men  were  absent,  sick,  prisoners,  or  absent  on  leave,  that  its  effective  streugtjh 
is  supposed  not  to  have  exceeded  .  It  had  with  it  wagons,  drawn 
by              animals,  of  which            were  horses,  and             mules. 

In  November  the  main  body  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  had  advanced  to 
Warrenton ;  a  large  force  reigned  on  the  upper  Potomac,  upon  the  communi- 
cations with  Washington,  and  within  the  lines  of  the  defences  of  this  citv. 
The  nominal  strength  of  the  army  was  ;  its  effective  strength  prob- 

ably did  not  exceed  Its  wagons  were  in  number,  drawn  by 

animals,  of  which  were  horses,  and  mules.     It  had 

ambulances,  drawn  by  horses.    The  whole  number  of  horses  and  mules, 

cavalry,  artillery,  and  transportation,  with  the  army  was  This  is  exclu* 

Bive  of         wagons  and  ambulances,  drawn  by  horses  and        mules, 

attached  to  the  general  depot  of  Washington,  and  though  employed  in  supplying 
the  army  not  attached  thereto. 

The  army  then  at  Harrison's  Landing  had,  to  1,000  men,  26  wagons;  at 
Sharpsburg,  to  1,000  men,  29  wagons ;  when  advanced  to  Warrenton,  and  occu- 
pying Washmgton  and  Harper's  Ferry,  to  1,000  men,  about  25  wagons.  Na- 
poleon's rule  was  12  wagons  to  1,000  men. 

The  army  was,  at  each  of  these  periods,  operating  within  a  few  miles  of  rail- 
road and  water  communication.  When  at  Warrenton,  it  occupied  a  country 
ravaged  by  the  repeated  passage  of  armies,  and  affording  no  supplies,  not  even 
forage. 

An  army  moving  rapidly  through  a  cultivated  country,  with  trains  sufficient 
to  transport  only  the  food  of  the  soldiers,  and  with  only  a  fair  proportion  df 
cavalry  and  artillery,  can  generally  find  forage  on  its  march,  and  with  twelve 
wagons  to  a  thousand  men  may  start  with  between  twenty  and  thirty  days'  sup- 
plies. But  a  four-horse  wagon  can  transport,  through  a  country  destitute  of 
forage,  only  food  for  its  own  team  for  from  twenty  to  thirty  days.  It  cannot,  on 
such  a  march,  transport  forage  for  the  horses  of  the  cavalry  uid^utillery,  or  of 
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the  baggage  and  subsistence  and  ammunition  trains.  Had  our  armies  been  able 
to  move  more  rapidly  they  would  have  needed  smaller  trains,  and  their  Budnte- 
n&nce  would  have  been  much  less  costly.  A  great  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
thousands  of  horses  and  mules  with  the  army  has  been  to  transport  their  own 
Food. 

While  the  march  of  our  armies  has  generally  been  retarded  by  the  immfn^ 
trains  which  have  accompanied  them,  there  have  been  some  remarkable  marchf:?. 
which  show  what  it  is  possible  for  troops  to  do  under  the  spar  of  necessity  or 
when  animated  by  hope  of  victory.  The  march  irom  St.  Louis  to  Boathwesten) 
Missouri,  and  through  Arkansas  to  Helena,  on  the  Mississippi ;  that  from  near 
Chattanooga  to  Nashville,  and  thence  to  Louisville  and  back  to  NashviDe ;  the 
march  from  Cumberland  Gap  to  Oreenupsburg,  on  the  Ohio  river;  the  rebel 
march  from  Richmond  to  Frederick,  and  back  to  Gordonsville ;  the  rapid  marrh 
of  the  rebel  cavalry  in  their  raid  into  Maryland;  that  of  Greneral  Pleasanton 
in  pursuit,  when  he  is  said  to  have  marched  78  miles  in  24  hours,  with  cavalry 
and  a  battery  of  horse  artillery;  the  movements  of  the  rebel  army  from  Ghat- 
tanooga  to  Louisville  and  back  to  Knoxville ;  all  show  that  large  armies  can  be 
moved  in  thi^  country  without  railroad  or  river  transportation  to  assist  them, 
provided  they  are  willing  to  bear  the  privations  necessary  to  insure  snooeas. 

HORSES  AXO  MULB8. 

The  reports  and  returns  received  from  the  new  and  inexperienced  officen, 
who,  ^m  necessity,  have  been  employed  in  this  department,  are  too  irregukr 
-  and  imperfect  to  give,  at  this  time,  a  perfectly  accurate  statement  of  the  number 
of  horses  and  mules  purchased  and  issued  to  the  army  during  the  fiscal  year. 

From  the  statements  of  thirty  of  the  principal  officers,  however,  those  who 
have  purchased  the  greater  part  of  these  animals,  it  appears  that  they  pur- 
chased during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  for  the  trains,  and  for  the  cavalij 
and  artillery  service,  109,789  horses,  and  83,620  mules.  Between  the  30th  Jane 
and  the  30th  September,  1862,  these  same  officers  purchased  36,764  hones 
and  17,515  mules.  The  number  thus  reported  during  the  last  fiscal  jeu  aod 
the  first  quarter  of  the  new  fiscal  year  is,  then,  of  horses,  146,453 ;  of  mole^, 
10i;i35.     Total,  247,678. 

The  number  procured  through  other  agents,  or  by  officers  in  the  field  pur- 
chasing or  seizing  animals  to  supply  losses  in  campaign,  with  those  captured 
ft-om  the  rebels,  will  swell  the  total  to  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  horses  and 
mules. 

The  consumption  of  horses  has  been  very  gi\at.  Mules  bear  the  exposure 
and  hardships  of  the  campaign  much  better  liian  horses,  and  they  are  used  to  a 
great  extent  in  the  trains.  For  cavalry  and  artillery,  however,  horsea  are  indid* 
pensable. 

The  census  returns  of  1860  show  a  tot^  of  4,688,678  horses  and  454,081 
mules  in  the  loyal  States. 

The  price  of  horses  and  mules,  as  determined  bv  proposals  received  on  public 
advertisement,  has  not  generally  advanced  since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
The  withdrawal  of  labor  from  agricultural  employment,  the  disturbanoea  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Missouri,  which  have  diminished  the  security  and  increased  the  cost 
of  supporting  this  species  of  property  have  had  a  great  effect  in  keeping  down 
the  price. 

*  Ignorance  and  carelessness  of  raw  soldiers  waste  our  horses;  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  quality  of  the  animals  supplied  is  quite  as  good  as  in  any  other  army. 

A  copy  of  the  printed  specifications  now  used  accompanies  this  report  Tbe 
horses  are  bought  upon  contract  after  due  public  notice,  whenever  the  demaDd 
for  instant  supply  is  not  so  urgent  as  to  make  purchase  in  open  market  inpeia* 
tive. 
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After  every  battle  and  every  considerable  march,  great  numbers  of  horses  are 
tiinicd  into  the  depots  as  disabled,  and  urgent  requisitions  are  made  upon  the 
cLepartment  for  remounts  as  essential  to  the  efficiency  of  the  troops.  Of  the  dis- 
jE^liled  horses  many  die ;  many  prove  on  inspection  to  be  incapable  of  recovering* 
Tn  such  a  time  as  to  be  worth  the  expense  of  keeping  them ;  these  are  sola.. 
^X^ho^e  which,  by  good  feeding  and  careful  attention,  can  be  recruited  are  kept  in 
t.Le  depots,  and  issued  for  use  in  the  army  when  again  fit  for  the  service. 

WAGONS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  over  20,000  wagons  were  purchased  and  issued  to  the 
various  armies. 

The  greater  part  of  these  wagons  are  built  after  a  model  adopted  by  the  quar- 
termasters' department  some  years  since,  and  long  used  in  the  service  oi  the 
^eestem  wilderness.     Their  severe  trial  in  the  late  campaigns  and  marches  has 
tfhown  that  they  are  strong  and  durable  and  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of 
army  transportation. 

AMBULANCES. 

About  2,500  ambulances  were  purchased  aud  issued  by  the  principal  officer? 
of  the  department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  quartermasters'  department  to  provide  these  vehicles^ 
^which  are  to  be  made  after  models  adopted  oy  the  medical  department. 

The  models  in  use  before  the  outbreak  of  war  proved  too  light  and  frail  for 
eervice,  and  have  been  condemned.  The  ambulance  first  made  in  Wheeling  ap- 
pears to  have  most  nearly  met  the  requkements  of  the  service,  and  lately  large 
numbers  of  these  have  been  constructed.  Other  models  are  under  consideration 
by  the  medical  department,  and  a  few  ambulances  have  been  ordered  ft-om  these 
models  for  trial  in  actual  service. 

MEDICAL    TRANSPORT   CARTS. 

The  model  established  for  this  use  before  this  war  has  failed  in  service.  On 
the  requisition  of  the  medical  department  a  number  of  wagons  with  dispensine- 
cases  and  operating  tables,  designed  by  Mr.  Anteureith,  have  been  constructed 
and  are  in  use.  Other  styles  are  under  consideration  by  the  medical  authorities. 
In  the  meantime  medical  stores  are  generally  transported  either  in  the  common 
army  baggage  wagons  or  in  the  ambulances. 

Tlie  appropriations  for  transportation  for  the  fiscal  year  were. .     853, 101, 954 
That  for  cavalry  and  artillery  horses 17,  075,  540 

TENTS,  BARRACKS,  AND  QUARTERS. 

The  scarcitv  of  cotton  has  very  much  increased  the  cost  of  tents.  The  num* 
berprovided  auring  the  year  has  been  stated  in  another  part  of  this  report. 

The  Sibley  tents  provided  during  the  year  could  accommodate  635,880  men. 

The  common  tents  could  accommodate  353,675  men. 

The  shelter  tents  could  accommodate  171,312  men. 

In  addition  to  these,  large  quantities  of  blanket  tents  have  been  issued. 

The  hospital  tents  provided  during  the  year  would  cover,  at  six  to  a  tent 
ai^  many  as  in  practice  are  put  into  them,  33,108  men. 

The  French  soldier  uses  only  the  shelter  tent.  Whenever  encamped  for  any 
length  of  time*  he  is  required  to  construct  huts  of  small  stakes,  wattled  witli 
brush  or  straw,  and  thatched.  The  walls,  for  winter  use,  are  plastered  witk 
clay  mortar. 
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Siicb  an  encampment  can  be  constructed  bj  the  troops  in  eight  dajs, 
will  last,  with  occasional  repairs,  for  eieht  years.  The  attempt  is  bemg  mad^^* 
to  introduce  this  practice  among-  our  soldiers,  who,  from  their  skill  iu^he  use  c^ 
the  axe,  and  the  abundance  of  suitable  timber,  can  construct  huts  with  great 
facility. 

Such  camps  arc  drier,  better  ventilated,  and  more  healthy  than  tents  durin^r 
inclement  weather. 

The  tent  is  so  quickly  cooled,  if  opened  at  all,  that  it  is  kept  close  and  ill 
ventilated;  and  the  troops  in  tents  during  last  winter  suffered  severely  from 
typhoid  and  similar  fevers,  which  would  have  been  much  less  prevalent  had 
they  been  hutted. 

Temporary  barracks  and  stables  have  been  constructed  of  lumber  in  almost 
all  the  loyal  States  for  the  assembling  and  organizing  of  the  voluntcent  and 
militia.     No  permanent  barracks  have  been  built  during  the  year. 

PORTA  BLB   MILLS. 

When  General  Lane  projected  an  expedition  through  the  country  west  of  tht? 
Mipsouri  State  line,  he  called  for  a  supply  of  portable  mills  for  grinding  corn. 
Two  hundred  were  provided  and  sent  to  Fort  Leavenworth.  The  expoditioo 
was  abandoned,  and  fifty  of  these  mills  have  been  sent  to  the  army  of  tue  fn>n- 
tier  in  south weetern  Missouri.  The  remaining  one  hundred  and  iifty  arc  oo 
their  way  to  General  Rosecranz's  army  in  Tennessee. 

It  is  very  desirable  to  introduce  into  the  army  a  portable  mill  capable  of  grind* 
ing  wheat  into  good  flour.  With  these,  in  a  laige  part  of  our  country,  the  troops, 
finding  supplies  of  wheat  in  the  stack  or  in  the  granaries,  could  prepare  their 
own  flour,  and  thus  the  great  difficulty  of  providing  bread  would  be  overcom<^. 
The  transportation  of  hard  bread  requires  a  large  train,  whose  animals  consume 
the  forage  which  could  otherwise  be  used  by  the  artillery  and  cavaliy  horves, 
and  thu:i  movements  are  impeded  and  operations  retarded  or  prevented  alto- 
gether. 

No  portable  mills  have  been  made  in  this  country  suitable  for  grinding  wheat 
flour ;  but  it  is  stated  by  French  authorities  that  such  mills,  weighing  not  over 
twenty-flve  pounds,  producing,  by  the  labor  of  a  single  man,  twenty  or  thirty 
pounds  of  good  wheat  flour  per  hour,  were  in  use  among  the  peasantry  of 
France  in  1812  and  1813.  In  the  "Bulletin  de  la  Soci^tcS  d'£ncoaragemeiit'*  of 
Paris  for  1812  and  1813  are  drawings  of  these  mills,  of  which  Napoleon  caused 
five  hundred  to  be  constructed  in  1812  for  the  Russian  campaign,  and  with 
which,  under  Marshal  Marmont,  the  army  in  Portugal  supplied  itself  with  floor 
and  bread  for  six  months  during  the  campaign  of  1812. 

Four  hours  suffice  a  French  soldier  to  construct  an  oven  by  excavation  in  the 
«arth,  or  with  the  materials  from  a  cottage  wall,  in  winch  bread  is  baked  in  two 
hours  after  its  completion.  Thus  at  every  bivouac  flour  is  prepared  and  bread 
baked. 

Beef  cattle  driven  with  the  army  would  supply  the  only  other  essentia]  part 
of  the  ration,  and  for  a  campaign  of  a  few  weeks  little  else  would  be  needed. 

The  introduction  of  this  system  into  our  army  would  greatly  diminkh  it* 
«ost,  and  by  increasing  its  mobUity  increase  its  efficiency. 

HOSPITALS. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  in  consnltatiOB  with  the 
medical  department,  to  provide  the  hospitals  for  the  sick  and  wotmded.  With 
ao  large  an  army  actively  operating  the  number  of  sick  and  wonnded  haa  been 
very  large.  It  has  been  difficult  to  provide  for  their  acoommodatioa.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  erect  a  great  number  of  hospitals  in  great  haste  to  pf«v«nt 
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creat  sofferiiig.  At  one  time  the  department  employed  in  the  transjportation  of 
he  sick,  from  the  army  of  the  Potomac  aloue,  a  fleet  of  seven  powerful  steamers 
ind  three  l^rgo  sailing  ships.  The  churches  of  Washington  and  Georgetown, 
ind  many  public  halls,  seminaries,  and  hospitals  in  diffi^rent  cities  have  been 
;aken  and  fitted  up  as  hospitals.  In  addition  to  these,  the  temporary  barracks 
ind  stables  occupied  last  winter  by  the  army  encamped  furound  Washington 
lave  been  fitted  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  and  wounded.  There  have  also 
)cen  constructed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  Point  Lookout,  at  Fortress 
Ikfonroe,  at  Baltimore,  Cumberland,  Frederick,  PhUadelphia,  New  York,  Ports- 
nonth  Grove,  at  Gallipolis,  Evansville,  and  other  points  on  the  western  rivers, 
extensive  hospitals.  One  at  Philadelphia,  containing  nearly  three  thousand 
Seds,  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  world. 

The  new  buildings  are  constructed  of  wood,  upon  plans  furnished  by  the 
fiitrgeon  general.  Thev  were  generally  built  during  the  warm  season,  in  ur- 
2^ent  haste,  to  provide  for  the  shelter  of  thousands  of  sick  and  wounded  victims 
:o  the  campaign,  and  they  have  required  extensive  alterations  in  order  to  fit 
;hem  for  use  during  winter. 

The  number  of  men  sheltered  in  hospitals  provided  by  the  department  has 
probably,  at  times,  been  nearly  one  hundred  thousand.  During  the  warm  seasod 
nany  of  them  were  treated  in  camps  of  hospital  tents,  and  it  has  not  even  yet 
been  possible  to  provide  better  protection  for  all  who  need  it.  There  are  still 
several  hospital  camps  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

CLOTHING. 

When  the  rebellion  first  compelled  the  government  to  call  out  a  large  force, 
he  stock  of  clothing  on  hand  in  the  arsenals,  being  intended  only  for  the  supply 
:if  the  regular  army,  about  13,000  strong,  was  inconsiderable.  The  manufac- 
;iire  of  cloth  and  materials  of  army  clothing  occupied  but  few  of  the  factories 
>f  the  country,  and  the  stock  of  clothing  and  material  was  at  once  exhausted. 
There  was  great  difficulty 'in  supplying  the  large  force  suddenly  raised.  The 
>rganization  of  this  department  did  not  furnish  enough  officers  of  experience  to 
provide  and  distribute  to  all  parts  of  the  country  the  necessary  supplies.  The 
mills,  which  were  at  once  set  to  work  upon  army  goods,  could  not  manufacture 
fast  enough  to  clothe  the  troops.  There  was  a  great  scarcity  of  suitable  blankets, 
ind  army  cloths  and  under  garments. 

The  troops  being  received  generally  through  the  State  authorities,  these  au- 
thorities were  engaged  to  assist  the  department  in  providing  the  necessary  sup- 
plies. Large  importations  were  made  by  merchants,  and  the  goodt«  thus  imported 
nrcre  bought  by  the  State  authorities  and  by  the  quartermaster's  department,  and 
manufactured  by  contract  or  in  the  establishments  of  the  department  into  clothing . 
4s  the  cold  weatlier  approached,  the  troops,  in  some  cases,  for  a  time,  sufiTered 
for  want  of  overcoats  and  blankets.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  to  supply 
the  immediate  and  absolute  necessities  of  the  suffering  troops,  large  quantities 
of  such  materials  as  could  be  found  in  the  market  in  the  hands  of  dealers  and 
Ddanufactarers — materials  manufactured  for  the  ordinary  clothing  of  the  people — 
were  purchased  and  made  u{^  In  some  cases  these  articles  were  redyed,  of  the 
aniform  colors,  light  and  dark  indigo  blue;  but  the  greater  part  of  the  gray, 
brown,  and  black  cloths  purchased  were  made  up  in  those  colors.  For  a  time 
they  were  gladly  received,  and  they  prevented  much  suffering ;  but  these  mate- 
rials were  inferior  to  the  army  standard  goodp.  When  the  troops  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  enemy  on  thickly  wooded  fields  mistakes  occurred.  The  rebel 
forces  were  generally  clothed  in  gray,  and  our  own  troops,  in  some  cases,  fired 
Into  each  other.  This  caused  orders  to  be  issued,  both  by  the  eastern  and 
western  commanders,  prohibiting  the  issue  or  use  of  clothing  of  any  but  the 
established  uniform  colors*  light  and  dark  blues. 
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Ab  fast  as  nniform  clothing  conid  be  obtained  the  irregalar  clothing  was  wftL- 
drawn  from  Bervice.  A  great  prejudice  now  exists  against  it*  and  Uie  dep.irv 
ment  has  been  the  sabject  of  unjust  criticism  for  its  action  in  the  matter.  The 
material  was  undoubtedly  inferior  to  the  excellent  armj  clothe,  and  in  makiii^ 
the  immense  purchases  required  the  officers  of  the  department  were  in  som^ 
cases  imposed  upon  by  unscrupulous  dealers  and  unfaithful  inspectors.  Bat  the 
troops  were  clothed  and  rescued  from  severe  suffering,  and  those  who  saw  5*511- 
tinels  walking  post  about  the  capital  of  the  United  States  in  freezing  weadi.T 
in  their  drawers,  without  trowsers  ort)vercoats,  will  not  blame  the  departmriiS 
for  its  efforts  to  clothe  them,  even  in  materials  not  qnite  so  dnrabk'  as  arrcj 
blue  kersey. 

There  is  still  ou  hand  a  considerable  stock  of  this  clothing,  which  it  ha?  been 
thought  better  to  keep  in  store  than  to  sacrifice  at  auction.  It  ia  ased  for  gra- 
tuitous it^sue  to  soldiers  in  hospital,  who  have  lost  their  clothing  in  conseqm-iice 
of  wounds  or  disease.  Some  of  it  has  been  issued  to  prisoners  of  war  in  d  .§- 
tress,  both  rebel  prisoners  and  our  own  men  released  on  parole,  and  some  of  .'; 
to  negroes  employed  in  the  army.  In  time  it  can  all  be  disposed  of  in  tLts4 
modes,  and  in  the  chances  of  war  it  is  not  impossible  that  this  reserve  of  im-;piiar 
clothing  may  yet  prove  of  value  to  some  portion  of  the  armies  in  the  field. 

The  principal  depots  for  the  purchase  and  manufacture  of  clothing  ha\^e  be!  r. 
at  Philadelphia,  under  charge  of  Colonel  G.  H.  Crosman,  assistant  quarterm^tcr 
general;  at  New  York, under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  H.  Viiit4>n,  depu:? 
quartermaster  general ;  with  a  branch  at  Boston,  under  Captain  W.  W.  McKiu. 
assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers ;  at  Cincinnati,  under  Captain  J.  H.  Dick- 
erson,  assistant  quartermaster;  at  Louisville,  under  Colonel  Thomas  Swords 
assistant  quartermaster  general ;  at  Indianapolis,  under  Captain  J.  A.  Ekia. 
assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers;  at  St.  Louis, under  Colonel  Robert  All^'ii. 
quartermaster;  at  Detroit,  under  Captain  O.  W.  Lee,  assistant  quartermatiter  0: 
volunteers ;  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  under  Captain  W.  H.  Bailhache,  assiet^Dt 
quartermaster  of  volunteers. 

The  quantities  of  clothing  and  materials,  and  of  camp  and  garrison  equipa^^ 
on  hand  on  the  30th  of  June,  in  the  principal  depots,  ore  given  in  a  tabokr 
statement  accompanying  this  report. 

About  620,000  suits  of  coats  and  trqwsers  were  at  that  time  on  hand,  vid 
some  3,000,000  yards  of  uniform  cloth.  The  stock  of  under  garment«s  of  over- 
coats, of  blankets,  and  of  other  articles,  though  large,  was  not  so  full  as  tlia:  ot 
coats  and  trowsers.  Overcoats  and  blankets  are  supposed  to  last  much  Iod^ 
than  most  other  articles  of  clothing,  but,  owing  to  the  improvidence  of  tQex(>t- 
rienced  troops,  the  destruction  and  loss  and  waste  of  these  articles  has  be-Ji 
extraordinary,  and  the  department  has  found  it  difficult  to  keep  up  the  supplv, 
which  has  been  beyond  all  allowances  fixed  by  regulations  from  the  experitfLc'' 
of  the  regular  army  in  time  of  peace.  It  has  been  reported  that  800  overcoau 
have  been  picked  up  in  the  rear  of  a  regiment  on  the  march,  thrown  away  bj 
the  men  in  consequence  of  the  heat  of  a  spring  day,  which  waa  followed' iaa 
few  days  by  cold  rains,  in  which  the  troops  suffered  severely  for  want  of  ihe 
garments  thus  carelessly  discarded.  The  call  of  the  President,  in  July,  fo- 
300,000  volunteer^  and  300,000  drafted  men,  at  once  removed  from  the  de[K>u 
and  required  the  distribution  over  the  whole  country  to  the  varioos  reeruttiiu: 
camps  and  stations,  of  the  whole  stock  reported  on  hand  at  the  end  of  Junt*. 

From  the  partial  returns  of  the  principal  depots  there  appear  to  have  be^a 
purchased  and  manufactured,  during  the  fiscal  year,  the  following'  quantitiss  c! 
the  principal  articles  of  clothing  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage : 

Overcoats 1,  gsi,  oi?i 

Uniform  coats 1,  446, 511 

Trowsen 3, 039, 2S6 
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BTankctB 1 ,  458. 808 

Boots  and  shoea 3, 446, 620 

fiibley  tents 42,  392 

Wall  tents 24,  500 

Hospital  tents 5, 518 

Common  tents 70,  735 

Shelter  tents 85, 656 


The  price  of  clothing  has  advanced  during  the  year,  bat  it  was  found  daring 
the  summer  that  the  prices  of  shoes,  shelter  tents,  and  garrison  equipage  manu- 
factured at  home  did  not  exceed  the  cost  of  importation  from  France,  free  of 
duty,  but  including  the  cost  of  exchange. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  fiscal  year  a  purchase  was  made  of  a  consid- 
erable stock  of  clothing  and  equipage  from  France.  It  was  purchased  from  the 
contractors  who  supply  the  French  army,  at  the  price  of  their  contracts  with 
the  French  govemmcnt,  and  was  made  of  the  material  used  in  the  French  army. 
Its  cost  varied  but  little  from  that  of  the  uniform  clothing  and  equipage  manu- 
factured in  this  country.  The  quality  of  the  material  was  excellent,  the  clothes 
were  well  made,  and  the  equipage,  cooking  utensils,  &c.,  were  admirable  in  de- 
sign and  manufacture.  The  cost  was  about  fifty  dollars  per  man  for  each  set  of 
equipments,  including  clothing,  shoes,  shelter  tents,  blankets,  cooking  utensils, 
knapsacks,  and  cartridge  boxes  and  belts. 

The  French  army  expenses  during  the  year  ending  March,  1862,  were 
$85450,000.  The  French  army  is  about  630,000  strong.  On  the  1st  January, 
18G0,  it  had  under  arms  550,994  men ;  on  furlough,  64,471  men ;  in  reserve, 
11,017  men ;  total  strength,  626,482  men. 

The  year  preceding  March,  1862,  was  a  year  of  peace  with  the  French  em- 
pire, but  the  great  disproportion  in  the  annual  cost  of  the  French  and  American 
soldier  shows  that  there  is  much  to  learn  in  this  country  in  the  economy  of  war. 

lliere  appears  to  be  little  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  first  outfit  and  equip- 
ment of  a  soldier  iu  France  and  in  America*  But  the  pay  and  rations  of  the 
American  and  French  service  are  very  different,  and  the  inexperienced  American 
wastes  clothing,  food,  and  equipment,  which  must  be  again  supplied  by  the  gov- 
ernment, at  any  cost,  in  order  to  preserve  his  health  and  efficiency. 

In  battle  the  losses  of  our  equipment  have  been  very  large.  Knapsacks  are 
piled,  blankets,  overcoats,  and  other  clothing  thrown  ofiv  and,  whether  victorious 
or  defeated,  the  regiments  seem  seldom  to  recover  the  property  thus  laid  aside. 

The  appropriations  made  upon  estimates  of  the  regulation  allowance  for  lee- 
nlar  soldiers  nave  proved  insufficient  for  the  clothing  and  equipment  of  the  vol- 
unteer army,  and  large  estimates  of  deficiencies  have  therefore  become  necessaiy. 
The  total  appropriation  for  clothing  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage  for  the 
fiscal  year  was  954,589,983  79. 

ailLITARY  BRIDOBS. 

When  a  portion  of  the  army  was  operating  in  the  mountain  region  of  Vir- 
ginia, calls  were  made  upon  this  department  for  equipage  of  bridges  suited  to 
mountain  streams. 

With  a  view  to  providing  a  very  light  and  portable  bridge  equipage  for  trans 
portation  over  mountain  roads,  I  caused  to  be  prepared  three  complete  sets  of 
equipment  for  the  construction  of  suspension  bridges  of  wire  rope. 

This  equipage  is  suitable  for  bridging  streams  with  steep  and  high  banks. 
The  cables  can  also  be  used  with  advantage,  in  place  of  trestle-work,  to  support 
scaffolding  in  the  repair  of  railroad  bridges  witn  high  piers  of  masonry,  whOD* 
as  is  usually  the  case,  the  piers  have  not  been  destroyed  with  the  bridge. 
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Upon  the  Shenandoah  and  the  Rappahannock  these  bridges  hare  been  oied 
during  the  present  campaign. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

To  the  officers  of  this  department  are  committed  most  important  dader,  the 
proper  discharge  of  which  requires  zeal,  integrity,  industry,  and  intelligence  cf 
a  high  order,  and  which  involve  heavy  pecuniary  responsibility. 

More  than  one  captain  in  the  quartermaster's  department  disbiirBes  mOLV-o^ 
annually,  and  has  on  his  rolls  the  names  of  thousands  of  persons. 

The  purchase  of  forage,  horses,  and  other  supplies  for  the  army  involTes  vast 
expenditure,  in  which,  with  the  greatest  attention  and  industry,  there  is  a  ii*- 
bility  to  error  and  pecuniary  loss. 

Some  of  those  officers  who  have  had  the  most  responsible  stations  and  thf 
most  laborious  duties  are  still  in  the  rank  of  captains,  while  their  oompanionf, 
who  have  served  no  longer  and  not  moi^  faithfully  or  moxe  usefully  in  the  war. 
hare  received  promotion. 

I  called  attention  in  the  last  annual  report  of  this  department  to  the  aabjeci, 
and  I  again  remind  you  of  the  claims  of  these  deserving  public  fi^rvants. 

House  bill  No.  523,  which  passed  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea  on  the  9th  <  f 
July  last,  and  which  is  among  the  unfinished  business  of  the  Senate,  proTideil 
for  a  much  needed  increase  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  which  would  at 
the  same  time  give  the  reward  of  promotion  to  several  of  its  experienced  an^ 
faithful  officers.     It  is  very  desirable  that  this  bill  should  become  a  law. 

Such  services  as  have  been  rendered  by  the  officers  of  this  department  deserrr 
recognition  and  acknowledgment. 

Upon  the  faithful  and  able  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  quartermaBter  tn 
anny  depends  for  its  ability  to  move.  The  least  neglect  or  want  of  capacity  on 
his  part  may  foil  the  best  concerted  measures  and  make  the  best  planned  cam- 
paign impracticable.  The  services  of  those  employed  in  the  gr^at  depots^  b 
which  the  clothing,  transportation,  horses,  forage,  and  other  supplies  axe  providtd 
are  no  less  essential  to  success,  and  involve  no  less  labor  and  responsibility,  thfto 
those  of  the  officers  who  accompany  the  troops  on  their  marches  and  are  charged 
with  the  care  and  transportation  of  all  the  material  essential  to  their  health  and 
efficiency. 

The  quartermaster's  department  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  providing  the 
means  of  transportation  by  land  and  water  for  all  the  troops  and  all  the  materi&l 
of  war.  It  furnishes  the  horses  for  artillery  and  cavalry  and  for  the  traiik^ ; 
supplies  tents,  camp,  and  garrison  equipage,  forage,  lumber,  and  all  materials  for 
camps ;  builds  barracks,  hospitals,  wagons,  ambulances ;  provides  hanie>^ 
except  for  artillery  and  cavalry  horses ;  builds  or  charters  sbapa  and  steantersi. 
docks  and  wharves ;  constructs  or  repairs  roads,  bridges,  and  railroads ;  cloth('» 
the  army ;  and  is  charged  generally  with  the  payment  of  all  ezpensea  attendinf: 
military  operations  which  are  not  expressly  assigned  by  law  or  regnlation  to 
some  other  department. 

These  duties  have  been  efficiently  performed  during  the  fiscal  year.  With  & 
great  number  of  new  and  inexperienced  officers^  necessarily  appointed,  tbcn> 
have  of  course  been  errors,  irregularities,  and  waste.  But,  on  tne  whole,  tLt- 
army  has  been  well  provided  for,  and  its  operations  have  not  been  delayed  bv 
inefficiency  or  failure  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  this  department  to  provide  thr 
means  of  movement. 

The  army  of  the  Union  has  been  slow  to  learn  the  inevitable  nece&iitii'd  ot 
success.  It  was  long  before,  in  its  tenderness  for  the  rights  of  property,  it 
began  to  avail  itself  iiiUy  of  the  resources  of  the  country  in  which  it  operated. 
The  horses,  hay,  and  grain  of  the  rebellious  States  were  spared  by  our  troups, 
though  £reely  at  the  service  of  the  insorgenta.    The  govenuaent*  at  enonooiu 
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expense,  brought  these  materials  of  war,  as  available  for  its  use  and  as  essential 
to  its  saecess  as  ammunition  and  arms,  from  the  extreme  northeastern  and  north- 
tre^tem  States  to  the  rich  valley  of  the  Shenandoah. 

Taught  by  experience,  in  the  later  movements  the  armies  have  begnn  to  live, 
to  some  extent,  upon  the  country  in  which  they  move;  thus,  though  not  making 
war  support  war  entirely,  in  some  degree  lightening  the  burden  upon  the 
Kreadury,  and  diminishing  the  enormous  consumption  necessary  to  support  the 
trains  employed  in  transporting  forage  and  provisions  from  the  loyal  States. 

The  introduction  of  the  portable  mills  described  in  a  former  part  of  this 
report  would  still  further  reauce  the  expense  and  difficulty  of  supporting  the 
aziny  in  many  districts. 

The  instructions  of  this  department  to  its  officers,  under  the  President's  order- 
to  the  armies  to  make  use  of  the  products  of  the  country  in  which  they  operate, 
■ore  to  give  certificates  of  the  kind  and  quantity  of  all  such  supplies  taken  for 
the  nse  of  the  army,  payable  at  once,  if  known  to  be  property  or  loyal  men,  and 
if  not  of  loyal  persons,  then  payable  after  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  on 
proof  that  the  owner  lias  not  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States  after  the  date  of  the  receipt. 

All  property  thus  taken  the  officers  are  instructed  to  take  up  upon  their  re- 
tnrus,  and  to  account  for  as  other  property  purchased  and  issued  is  accounted 
for. 

Considering  the  extent  of  the  operations  carried  on  by  the  army,  on  a  front 
of  over  twelve  hundred  miles,  from  Norfolk  to  Nebraska  and  Arkansas,  and 
even  to  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  with  expeditions  of  from  ten  to  twenty  thou- 
Band  men  operating  at  points  on  a  coast  of  two  thousand  mOes,  from  the  Chesa- 
pesike  to  New  Orleans,  it  is  a  matter  of  just  pride  that  the  troops  of  the  Union 
kave  been  well  supplied  at  every  point.  For  a  short  time  after  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  the  rush  to  arms  was  such  that  the  manufacturers  of  the 
country,  not  having  yet  turned  their  machinery  upon  army  goods,  were  unable 
to  supply  clothing  fast  enough.  There  was  some  suffering  for  want  of  over- 
ct>ats  and  warm  blankets  at  the  opening  of  the  last  winter,  and  some  troops, 
occupying  positions  in  the  centre  of  the  Alleghanies,  when  cold  and  rains  made 
the  roads  impracticable,  where  no  forage  was  to  be  found  for  horses  er  mules, 
suffered  for  a  time  from  want  of  necessary  clothing.  Great  exertions,  in  which 
the  department  received  valuable  aid  from  the  governors  of  some  of  the  States, 
overcame  this  difficulty  after  a  time,  and  since  then  there  has  been  no  call  which 
has  not  been  promptly  met. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  feared  in  dealing  with  the  colored  population  in  the 
southern  States.  Thus  far  this  department  has  not  been  oppressed  with  them. 
In  the  field  operations  in  Virginia  the  supply  of  able-bodied  negro  labor  has  not 
exceeded  the  demand.  It  has  rather  been  difficult  to  fill  the  requisitions  for 
such  labor. 

Upon  fortifications,  as  drivers  of  teams  and  ambulances,  as  hostlers,  as  labor- 
ers in  the  quartermaster's  department,  repairing  railroads  and  military  roads,  all 
who  have  offered  have  found  ready  employment. 

The  labor  of  able-bodied  men,  with  that  of  women  able  to  wash  for  the  hos- 
pitals, has  supported  all  who  have  come  directly  under  chaise  of  this  depart- 
ment upon  the  Potomac. 

At  Harrison's  Landing,  a  body  of  a  thousand  negroes,  organized  by  Colonel 
Ingalls  into  gangs,  were  most  effective  in  landing  stores  from  the  transports, 
bearing  fatigue  and  exposure  in  that  unhealthy  climate  much  longer  than  the 
white  soldiers  and  laborers,  who   soon  broke  down  alongside  of  them.    Their . 
assistance  was  there  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  army. 

On  the  southeastern  coast,  large  numbers  of  them  were  employed  by  the 
quartermaster's  department  in  the  necessaiy  labor  of  the  posts.  This  left  the 
more  costly  soldier  to  his  purely  military  duties,  and  enabled  him  to  preserve 
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his  health  and  aconira  that  proficiency  in  drill  and  the  use  of  anna  which  has 
made  the  troops  or  the  department  of  the  south  so  efficient  on  every  fitJd. 

Much  of  the  crop  of  cotton  standing  in  the  fields  of  the  sea  islands  captored 
by  the  expedition  under  Greneral  Sherman  and  Admiral  DuPont,  waa  saved  by 
the  labor  of  negroes,  to  whom  a  small  compensation  was  given ;  and  daring  the 
past  season  those  not  employed  directly  by  the  department  have  cultivated » 
under  the  direction  of  agents  of  the  treasury,  and  lately  of  the  quartermaster's 
department,  several  thousands  of  acres  in  cotton,  com,  and  vegetablea. 

The  cotton  first  saved  was  sent  to  New  York  and  sold  by  the  quartermaster's 
department.  The  Treasury  Department,  at  a  subsequent  period,  taking  charge 
of  this  business,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  were  transferred  to  that  departmenU 
under  whose  direction  the  later  sales  were  made. 

The  quartermaster's  department  has  filled  some  requisitions  for  clothing  and 
supplies  for  these  people,  but  the  demands  upon  its  stores  have  not  been  lar^ 

At  Key  West  the  negro  laborers  have  been  of  great  value  in  the  work  of  the 
department,  and  indeed  at  all  points  of  the  coast  they  have  been  a  much  needed 
aia  to  its  operations. 

From  New  Orleans  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  of  the  Gulf 
reported  tliat  negroes  were  flocking  into  the  lines  in  such  numbera  as  to  threaten 
serioua  embarrassment  He  estimated  that  by  Christmas  there  would  be  nearlj. 
if  not  quite,  fifty  thousand  refugees  within  the  lines.  As  the  whites  themselven 
of  New  Orleans,  owing  to  the  strict  blockade  of  the  rebels  at  Vicksburg,  and 
the  absence  of  the  able-bodied  men  in  the  ranks  of  the  rebellion,  were  in  a  state 
of  destitution,  which  compelled  the  general  commanding  to  feed  many  thousand 
at  the  expense  of  the  government,  this  threatened  a  grave  difficulty. 

He  was  advised  that. the  only  resource  appeared  to  be  the  conquest  of  a 
gr&ter  territory  upon  which  these  refugees  could  be  located  and  permitted  to 
cultivate  their  own  food. 

There  was  at  that  time  but  little  land  suited  for  such  a  purpose  within  secnn 
possession  of  the  army.  The  expedition  organized  by  General  Butler  and  sent 
out  under  command  of  General  Weitzel,  which  has  recovered  possession  of  some 
of  the  finest  lands  in  Louisiana,  extending  for  eighty  miles  along  the  railroad 
to  Berwick's  bay,  has,  however,  opened  a  country  of  sufficient  extent  to  afford 
the  means  of  living  to  all  such  persons  who  may  not  find  profitable  emyloj' 
ment  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

A  rich  crop  of  cane  is  reported  to  be  decaying  for  want  of  labor,  which  the 
refugees  in  New  Orleans,  if  properly  governed,  can  at  once  supply ;  and  th« 
cultivation  of  the  soil  will  afibrd  them  occupation  and  sustenance. 

I  am  informed  by  Colonel  Shaffer,  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  of 
the  Gulf,  that  many  troops,  both  white  and  black,  are  now  being  raised  is 
Louisiana  for  the  United  States.  Some  of  them  did  service  in  co-operatiog 
with  General  Weitzel 's  expedition,  which  has  resulted  in  breaking  up  an  im- 
portant route  of  supply  for  the  rebellion,  and  recovering  a  valuable  district  to 
the  Union. 

In  Southwestern  Tennessee  and  in  Northern  Mississippi  it  is  reported  that  ss 
the  army  under  General  Grant  advances,  large  numbers  of  refugees  flock  into 
his  lines  in  search  of  protection  and  freedom.  The  crops  stand  ungathered. 
and  he  has  ordered  them  to  be  employed  in  picking  the  cotton  which  i^  resdj 
for  harvest. 

At  sixty  cents  per  pound  their  labor  will  not  prove  unremuneiative,  and  the 
government  can  well  afford  t<^  secure  this  much  needed  staple  at  the  waged— 
ten  dollars  a  month  and  a  ration— established  by  the  law  of  July  17,  1862. 

An  expedition  destined  to  break  up  some  of  the  salt  works  which  line  th<^ 
rivers  and  bays  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  has  lately  shown,  on  a  smAll 
scale,  that  some  at  least  of  the  refugees  of  the  south  can  do  good  service  w 
soldiers.     A  small  force  traversed  many  miles  of  river  and  coast,  deatroyn) 
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many  salt  works  and  a  large  number  of  teams  and  wagons  engaged  in  snpply- 
iiig  the  rebels,  drove  in  the  pickets  and  defeated  the  enemy  wherever  met,  and 
returned  with  a  resalt  singular  in  this  contest — ^the  number  of  armed  men 
engaged  in  it,  notwithstanding  some  loss  in  action,  more  than  doubled  before 
Its  return.  The  refugees  readily  entered  the  ranks  of  the  loyal  troops  and 
fought  at  once  for  those  who  had  given  them  liberty. 

With  all  the  people  of  the  southern  States  as  united,  through  choice  or  mili- 
tary compulsion,  as  the  whites  are  asserted  to  be,  it  might  well  be  doubted 
tvhether  so  great  a  rebellion,  extending  over  so  vast  a  territory,  could  be  put 
down.  But,  as  in  the  great  rebellion  in  India,  the  people  are  of  more  than  one 
race,  and  the  task  before  the  country,  if  proper  use  is  made  here  as  there  of  the 
aid  of  all  who  are  loyal,  all  who  are  willing  to  contend  on  our  side,  will  be 
lightened  by  their  divisions. 

The  rebellion  does  not  cover  a  wider  territory,  is  not  more  barbarous  and 
ferocious,  is  not  supported  by  stronger  prejudices  of  race  and  caste,  does  not 
embrace  a  greater  or  more  united  population,  is  not  better  supplied  with  arms 
or  fortified  by  climate,  and  had  not  at  its  commencement  a  larger  body  of  trained 
soldiers  than  that  which  only  a  few  years  since  our  cousins  of  Great  Britain  put 
down,  though  separated  from  their  chief  scat  of  power  by  two  continents  and 
half  the  ocean.  This  lies  at  our  doors,  assailable  along  a  frontier  by  sea  and 
land  of  three  thousand  miles,  everywhere  under  our  control. 

Great  Britaii^  looked  not  at  the  color  of  the  recruit ;  she  accepted  the  aid  of 
every  offered  arm,  and  was  successful.  Courage,  resolution,  and  wisdom  will 
accomplish  in  the  west  what  they  did  in  the  east. 

Our  people  are  being  slowly  schooled  to  arms,  and  the  war,  thus  far  singu- 
larly free  n-om  the  outrage  which  in  other  countries  has  attended  civil  commo- 
tions, begins  at  length,  by  its  inevitable  destruction  of  property  and  life,  to  bear 
upon  the  territory  we  occupy  with  a  portion  of  the  fearful  weight  necessary  to 
crush  rebellion^ 

The  labor  of  the  colored  man  supports  the  rebel  soldier,  enables  him  to  leaye 
his  plantation  to  meet  our  armies,  builds  his  fortifications,  cooks  his  food,  and 
sometimes  aids  him  oji  picket  by  rare  skill  with  the  rifle. 

In  all  these  modes  it  is  available  to  assist  our  army,  and  it  is  probable  that 
there  will  be  less  outrage,  less  loss  of  life  by  freeing  these  people,  if  put  under 
strict  military  control,  than  if  left  to  learn  slowly  that  war  has  removed  the 
white  men  who  have  heretofore  held  them  in  check,  and  to  yield  at  last  to  the 
temptation  to  insurrection  and  massacre. 

Had  the  government  been  prepared  to  meet  promptly,  with  the  overwhelming 
force  which  the  loyal  States  could  have  supplied,  the  first  rebel  armies,  the 
rebellion  might  have  been  crushed  without  a  long  and  desolating  war,  and  with- 
out disturbance  of  the  relations  between  the  two  races  in  the  south. 

That  time  is  past ;  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  armies,  and  the  gradual  occu- 
pation of  the  country  by  fortifying  and  garrisoning  its  chief  strategic  and 
commercial  points,  are  the  only  conclusion  to  the  war. 

In  this  work  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  country,  white  or  black,  must  be 
compelled  to  assist,  and  it  is  impossible  to  cast  aside  the  millions  of  recruits 
who  will  offer  themselves  for  the  work,  accustomed  to  the  climate,  inured  to 
labor,  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  animated  by  the  strong  desire  not 
merely  for  political  but  for  personsd,  liberty. 
BespectfnUy  submitted. 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 
Quartemuuter  OtnereU. 
To  the  Sbcrbtabt  of  Wab. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 


Post  Office  Department, 
.  '  Decemb&r  1,  1862. 

Sib  :  The  condition  and  operations  of  this  department,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1862,  are  shown  in  the  following  report.  I  also 
suggest  therein  some  modifications  of  the  existing  postal  laws  for  the 
improvement  of  the  service. 

FINANCIAL   CONDITION. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  report  a  great  improvement  in  its 
financial  condition,  as  compared  with  several  preceding  years.  The 
gross  revenue  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861,  was  $8,549,296  40, 
which  embraced  the  revenue  from  all  the  southern  States  for  a  large 
portion  of  that  year. 

Notwithstanding  the  cessation  of  revenue  from  the  so-called  seceded 
States  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  increase  of  correspondence  of 
the  loyal  States  has  been  such  as  to  produce  a  gross  revenue  of 
$8,299,820  90,  or  only  $49,475  50  less  than  was  derived  from  all  the 
States  of  the  Union  in  the  previous  year. 

The  expenditures  show  a  still  more  favorable  result.  In  the  fiscal 
year  1861  the  gross  amount  expended  was  $13,606,759  11.  In  the 
fiscal  year  1862  the  expenditures  amount  to  $11,125,364  13,  showing 
a  decrease  of  $2,481,394  98  in  the  expenses  as  compared  with  the 
last  year,  and  oif  $3,749,408  76  as  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  1860. 
The  deficiency  in  the  department  for  the  fiscal  year  1861  was 
$4,551,966  98.  The  deficiency  for  the  fiscal  year  1862  is  reduced  to 
$2,112,814  57,  including  among  the  receipts  in  both  cases  the  stand- 
ing treasury  credit  of  $700,000  for  free  mail  matter. 

APPOINTMENT  OFFICE. 

DUTIES. 

The  appointment  office  not  only  has  supervision  of  the  appointment 
and  regulation  of  all  postmasters,  and  the  establishment  and  discon- 
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tionance  of  post  offices,  but  also  the  distribution  of  blanks,  wrapping 
paper,  and  twine  to  all  post  offices ;  the  supervision  of  pay  of  clerks 
in  post  offices ;  of  allowances  for  furniture  of  post  offices  ;  of  e^tra 
allowances  to  postmasters  under  the  acts  of  Congress ;  of  the  appoint- 
ment and  pay  of  special  agents,  route  agents,  local  agents,  and  blank 
agents  ;  and  of  baggage -masters  in  charge  of  mails  ;  of  the  foreig-n 
mail  transportation  and  foreign  correspondence,  together  with  some 
other  miscellaneous  duties. 

NUMBER  OP  POST  OPPICBS. 

The  whole  number  of  post  offices  remaining  established  on  the  30th 
June,  1862,  including  the  suspended  offices  in  the  insurrectionary 
States,  was  28,876,  showing  an  increase,  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
ceding year,  of  289.  Of  these,  426  have  the  rank  of  presidential  ap> 
pointment,  and  28,449  are  filled  by  appointments  of  the  Postmaster 
General.  Their  classification  by  States  is  shown  in  the  appendix, 
(No.  1.) 

CHANGES  IN   1862. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  acted  upon  during  the  last  fiscal  year 
is  7,785  ;  and  the  number  of  postmasters  changed,  from  all  causes, 
during  the  year,  is  7,102.  The  number  of  resignations  has  been  un* 
usually  large,  owing  to  the  patriotic  disposition  of  these  officers  to 
engage  personally  in  the  military  service  of  the  country.  Further  in- 
formation touching  the  classification  and  location  of  post  offices,  and 
the  changes  made  in  difiereut  States  and  Territories,  will  be  found  in 
the  tables  (Nos.  2,  3,  4,)  appended  to  this  report 

POSTAL  AGENCIES. 

At  the  close  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  1861,  the  number  of  special 
agents  employed  regularly  in  the  service  was  16,  whose  salaries 
amounted  to  $26,500.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1862  the  number 
was  15,  reducing  the  amount  of  salaries  to  $24,900.  I  have  since 
discontinued  another  agency,  reducing  the  number  to  14.  But  I  also 
employed,  under  the  late  act  of  Congress,  three  temporary  agents, 
at  a  salary  of  $1,200  each,  only  two  of  whom  continue  in  the  service. 
They  are  appointed  from  time  to  time  for  short  periods,  and  to  meet 
special  exigencies  of  the  service. 

My  last  annual  report  stated  the  number  of  route  agents  in  1861 
at  392.  The  number  on  the  30th  June,  1862,  was  377.  That  branch 
of  expenditure  has  been  thoroughly  revised,  resulting  in  a  reduction 
from  the  preceding  year  of  $22, 026.  The  number  of  baggage-masters 
appointed  in  charge  of  mails  has  been  increased  from  50  to  74  ;  but 
owing  to  a  revision  and  equalization  of  their  pay,  the  total  expense 
has,  at  the  same  time,  been  reduced  from  $6,180  to  $4,815. 

The  total  reduction  in  rates  of  pay  of  the  several  classes  of  mail 
agencies,  as  compared  with  the  rates  of  the  previous  year^  appears 
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to  be  $25,663.     The  details  of  these  changes  appear  in  an  exhibit 
appended  to  this  report,  (No.  5.) 

FOREIGN  HAILS. 

The  civil  troubles  agitating  this  country  have  caused  a  large  reduc- 
tion in  the  amount  of  foreign  postages  accruing  during  the  last  fiscal 
year.  The  table  (No.  6)  appended  to  this  report  shows  the  details  of 
the  service  between  this  and  the  several  foreign  postal  departments. 
The  total  reduction  in  receipts  from  foreign  postages  is  $217,940  88. 

PATKENT  OF  FOBEION  BALANCES. 

Under  existing  arrangements  the  payment  of  balances  is  made  at 
the  cost  of  the  remitting  country.  A  more  just  arrangement  would 
require  the  department  receiving  payment  to  pay  the  exchange,  if 
any,  as  a  charge  of  remittance,  the  collecting  country  standing  rather 
as  an  agent  collecting  the  balance  to  be  remitted  at  the  cost  of,  and 
in  the  manner  directed  by,  the  beneficiary.  I  have  directed  a  cor- 
respondence upon  this  subject  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  that 
principle  of  adjustment.  Under  the  present  system  this  department 
suffers  a  net  deduction  from  its  own  domestic  revenues  to  defray  the 
cost  of  its  remittances  to  foreign  departments  of  the  balances  due 
to  them.  I  trust  a  more  equitable  arrangement  may  be  established 
by  a  mutual  effort  For  a  just  principle  of  settlement. 

It  is  also  apparent  that  the  prevailing  arrangement  operates  to 
the  detriment  of  the  prepaying  country,  wherever  postmasters  and 
post  office  expenses  are  paid  by  commissions  upon  the  amount  col- 
lected; for  our  estimated  commission  of  40  per  cent,  goes  to  cover 
expenses  in  this  country,  while  we  remit  the  entire  amount  to  the 
creditor  country,  which,  so  far  as  it  has  the  same  system,  makes  the 
entire  collection  without  any  of  the  expense  it  would  incur  if  the  col- 
lection was  made  at  home.  It  thus  renders  the  post  payment  of  post- 
age of  pecuniary  advantage  to  each  country  having  the  system  of 
defraying  expenses  by  commissions.  In  efiect,  it  costs  this  depart- 
ment (approximately)  $40,000,  besides  the  premium  for  exchange,  to 
collect  and  remit  every  $100,000  of  balances  due  to  foreign  countries. 

To  correct  the  inequality  of  this  system,  I  am  ready  to  adopt  the 
rule  of  absolute  prepayment  of  all  foreign  postages,  where  such 
prepayment  is  practicable;  or,  in  the  alternative,  to  agree  upon  a 
precise  abatement  of  a  percentage  upon  the  ascertained  balances,  as 
the  estimated  equivalent  of  the  cost  of  collection.  I  am  also  wil- 
ling to  adopt  the  general  rule  of  remitting  balances  under  direction 
and  at  the  cost  of  the  creditor  department. 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  FOBEION  8EBVIGE. 

The  total  cost  of  the  United  States  transatlantic  mail  steamship 
service  during  the  year  was  $319,393  94.  Of  this  amount  $33,609  70^ 
was  earned  by  American  steamers,  performing  five  outward  and  seven 
inward  passages,  for  the  sea  and  United  States  inland  postages;  and 
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235,884  23  J     by  foreign  steamers,  performing  138  outward  and  135 
inward  passages,  for  the  sea  postage  only. 

The  aggregate  amonnt  of  postage  on  the  mails  exchanged  with  the 
British  North  American  provinces  during  the  year,  was  $177,753  51; 
of  which  $95,123  33  was  collected  in  the  British  proTinces,  and 
$82,630  18  in  the  United  States.  Excess  in  favor  of  the  British 
provinces,  $12,493  15. 

The  United  States  postages  on  the  West  India  mails  amounted 
during  the  year  to  $50,956  60;  of  which  sum  $41,546  28f  have  been 
paid  to  the  owners  of  the  steamers  performing  the  service  to  and 
from  Havana  and  other  West  India  ports.  The  mails  have  also  been 
conveyed  by  steamships  to  Key  West  and  New  Orleans  for  the  post- 
ages, as  compensation  for  the  service:  four  ontward  and  two  inw&rd 
trips  having  been  performed  between  New  York  and  New  Orle-aos 
from  May  28  to  June  30,  1862,  at  a  cost  of  $1,304  21;  and  one  in- 
ward and  three  outward  passages  between  New  York  and  Key  West, 
from  May  31  to  June  30, 1862,  at  a  cost  of  $942  40. 

The  mails  to  and  from  Mexico  having  been  forwarded  and  received 
by  way  of  Havana,  the  United  States  postages  thereon  are  embraced 
in  the  amounts  reported  for  the  West  India  mails. 

The  correspondence  between  the  United  States  and  Central  and 
South  America,  including  also  Acapulco,  Mexico,  has  been  regularly 
conveyed  by  the  California  line  of  steamers  via  Panama,  under  an  ar- 
rangement made  with  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  esq.,  he  receiving  the 
United  States  postages  thereon  as  compensation  for  the  service. 
The  cost  of  this  service  amounted  during  the  year  to  the  sum  of 
$17,912  91. 

POSTAL  TREATIES. 

Postal  conventions  have  been  concluded  with  the  governments  of 
Mexico  and  Guatemala,  respectively,  copies  of  which  are  annexed, 
(Nos.  7  and  8.) 

MEXICO. 

The  convention  with  Mexico  was  negotiated  by  our  minister  to 
that  country,  approved  by  the  Senate,  and  finally  proclaimed  by  the 
President.  Its  provisions  are  very  simple,  establishing  a  sea  rate  of 
postage  between  the  two  countries,  both  for  letters  and  printed 
matter,  to  be  collected  and  retained  by  the  country  despatching  the 
mails,  in  addition  to  its  regular  domestic  rates,  and  the  country  re- 
ceiving the  mails  is  to  levy  and  collect  its  regular  domestic  rates  od 
delivery,  thus  avoiding  any  postage  accounts  between  the  respective 
post  o£Sce  departments.  It  makes  no  provision,  however,  for  estab- 
lishing and  maintaining  a  line  of  packets  for  the  regular  transpor- 
tation of  the  mails  between  the  two  countries. 

GUATEMALA. 

The  convention  with  Guatemala  was  negotiated  and  concladed 
between  this  department  and  the  postal  authorities  of  that  repnb- 
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lie,  and  came  into  operation  on  the  Ist  of  September  last.  It  alsa 
dispenses  with  accounts  between  the  respective  post  office  depart- 
ments, each  country  being  required  to  levy  and  collect  its  own  post- 
age only  at  the  rates  established  by  the  convention,  embracing  therein 
the  sea  rate.  Provision  is  made  for  the  regular  conveyance  of  mails 
\>y  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  the  United  States  undertaking  the 
cost  of  service  between  New  York  and  Aspinwall,  and  San  Fran- 
cieco  and  Panama,  while  Guatemala  undertakes  the  isthmus  and  re* 
xaaining  sea  transportation. 

C08TA   RIGA.  ' 

The  postal  convention  recently  concluded  with  Costa  Rica  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Senate  has  not  been  ratified  by  the  Costa  Rican  gov- 
ernment, for  the  reason  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  harmonize 
its  provisions  with  a  recent  postal  law  enacted  by  the  congress  of 
that  republic. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Additional  articles  to  the  United  States  and  British  postal  con- 
vention have  been  agreed  upon,  establishing  'an  exchange  of  mails 
between  the  offices  of  Boston  and  Southampton  by  means  of  the  United 
States  mail  packets  plying  between  New  York  and  Southampton.  A, 
copy  thereof  is  annexed,  (No.  9.) 

GERMAN   POSTAL*  UNION. 

Negotiations  are  pending  for  a  new  postal  convention  with  Prussia, 
embracing  the  states  composing  the  German  Austrian  Postal  Union, 
which,  if  concluded,  will  reduce  the  existing  international  postage 
charges  upon  letters  in  the  closed  mails  from  30  to  22  cents  the  single 
rate,  and  admit  into  the  mails  not  only  newspapers  but  all  other 
kinds  of  printed  matter  at  moderate  postal  charges.  It  is  also  pro* 
posed  to  change  the  present  system  of  accounting  upon  the  corres^ 
pondence  exchanged  in  the  closed  mails,  so  as  to  account  by  weight 
of  the  letters,  and  in  bulk,  instead  of  by  the  single  rate,  and  thus 
simplify  and  expedite  the  dfstribution  and  delivery  of  mails  at  the 
receiving  offices.  This  important  proposed  reduction  of  postage 
between  the  United  States  and  the  German  Postal  Union  will  result 
from  a  reduced  Atlantic  sea  rate  upon  the  closed  mails  exchanged 
\rith  Prussia,  via  the  United  Kingdom,  of  12d.  (24  cents)  per  ounce 
for  letters,  and  SdJ.  (10  cents)  per  pound  for  printed  papers,  whether 
conveyed  by  United  States  or  British  mail  packets;  with  a  further 
agreement  with  the  British  post  office  to  reduce  the  charges  for  the 
territorial  conveyance  of  all  closed  mails  sent  by  the  United  States 
through  the  United  Kingdom,  or  by  the  United  Kingdom  through 
the  United  States,  to  an  uniform  rate  of  4d.  (8  cents)  per  ounce  for 
letters,  and  5(2.  (10  cents)  per  pound  for  printed  papers. 
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BRITISH  RATES. 

The  expectation  offered  in  my  last  report  of  a  redaction  of  the 
letter  rate  .of  postage  between  this  country  and  the  United  KiDgdom 
from  24  to  12  cents,  I  regret  to  state,  has  not  been  realized  ;  my  for- 
mal acceptance  of  this  reduced  rate  for  international  letters  propcxf^d 
by  the  British  post  oflBce  in  February,  1857,  having  failed  now  to 
receive  the  concurrence  of  that  office.  The  British  department  states 
in  reply  that  it  is  not  disposed  to  agree  upon  any  redaction  of  the 
international  letter  rate,  until  the  existing  contract  entered  into  by 
it  for  the  North  American  mail  service  terminates ;  and  this  contract 
has  about  six  years  to  run.  The  non-concurrence  of  the  British  offio? 
in  my  acceptance  of  its  proposition  was  not  anticipated,  and  is  pla^^d 
«tpon  such  grounds  as  to  leave  no  opening  at  present  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  negotiations. 


INTERNATIONAL  POSTAL  CONFEBENCB. 

Our  international  mail  system  is  extremely  loose  and  defective. 
There  is  no  common  standard  weight  for  the  single  rate.  There  is  no 
common  rate  for  the  sea  transit,  or  for  overland  transit.  The  inland 
transit  rate  upon  domestic  correspondence  furnishes  no  rule  for  over- 
land transit  of  foreign  correspondence. 

Rates  upon  closed  mails  are  not  uniform  by  distance,  or  by  other 
common  rule,  and  they  vary  greatly  according  to  the  route  of  carriage. 
The  whole  foreign  system,  as  now  established,  is  too  complex  to  be 
readily  understood  by  postmasters,  and  many  mistakes  and  unforta- 
Bate  delays  arise  from  its  complexity.  I  had  little  hope  of  remedy- 
ing these  evils  except  by  a  general  congress  of  postal  representatives, 
practically  acquainted  with  their  respective  systenos,  and  predisposed 
to  facilitate  the  international,  social,  and  commercial  correspondence, 
by  which  national  prosperity  is  so  much  affected. 

Accordingly,  I  opened  a  correspondence  through  the  State  Depart- 
ment on  the  4th  of  August  last;  and  several  repUes  have  been  received, 
all  of  which  are  favorable,  and  consent  to  the  project  If  the  repre- 
sentatives to  the  proposed  congress  shall  engage  in  its  objects,  recog- 
nizing the  fact  that  postal  arrangements,  as  compared  with  the  great 
interests  of  commerce  and  of  national  intercourse,  are  auxiliaries  and 
not  principals,  I  shall  hope  for  the  best  results.  Should  the  other 
countries  which  have  been  invited  to  co-operate  approve  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  conference,  many  desirable  improvements  may  be  intro- 
4iuced  which  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  secure  witboat 
concert  of  action.  The  subjects  to  be  submitted  by  this  depart- 
ment for  the  consideration  and  action  of  the  proposed  conference  are 
stated  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  of  August  last  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
a  copy  of  which  is  appended  to  this  report,  (No.  10.) 
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OONTBAOT  OPPICB. 

DUTIES. 

The  contract  office  is  charged  with  the  condact  of  mail  lettings, 
and  all  contracts  anil  allowances  for  inland  mail  transportation,  with ' 
the  mail  messenger  service  ;  the  supervision  and  regulation  of  mail 
contractors,  and  the  routes  of  mail  transit,  including  distributing 
offices;  and  with  the  increase  and  diminution  of  service  on  mail 
routes. 

TBANSPOBTATION  STATISTICS. 

Table  A  (No.  11)  exhibits  the  service  as  it  stood  on  the  30th  of 
June  last  in  the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware,  Maryland,  Ohio,  Western  Virginia,  Michigan, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Minnesota,  Kentucky, 
California,  Oregon,  Kansas,  and  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico, 
Utah,  Nebraska,  Washington,  and  Colorado,  at  which  time  there 
were  in  operation  in  those  States  and  Territories  5,900  mail  routes, 
the  number  of  contractors  being  5,338.  The  length  of  these  routes 
was  134,013  miles,  and  the  mode  of  service  divided  as  follows,  viz  : 

Railroad 21,338 

Steamboat 5, 647 

With  '* celerity,  certainty,  and  security" 40,329 

Coach 19,958 

Inferior  modes •  •  46,741 

The  annual  transportation  of  mails  was  53,432,525  miles,  costing 
$5,853,834,  divided  as  follows,  viz: 

Railroad 22,777,219  at  (2,498,115,  about  11  cents  a  mile. 

Steamboat 2,013,719  "       298,245      "     14^       " 

With  *'  celerity,  certunty,  and 

secarity" 13,465,014  "       640,043      "     4| 

Coach 7,268,410  "     1,738,964      «     24 

Inferior  modes 7.908,163  "       678,467      "       8 

The  number  of  route  agents  in  the  service  was  370,  at  a  compen- 
sation of $271, 934  00 

The  number  of  local  agents  was  35,  costing 19,  074  00 

The  number  of  mail  messengers  was  l,/>23,  costing 104, 307  92 

The  number  of  railroad  baggage-masters  in  charge  of  the  ex- 
press mails  was  69,  costing 4, 815  00 

The  number  of  agents  employed  on  steamers  conveying  mails  to 

southern  ports  was  7,  costing 500  00 

This  sum  added  to  the  cost  of  service  in  operation  on  the  30th 
of  June  last 5,853,834  00 


makes  the  total  on  the  30th  of  Juire  last 6,314,464  92 

including  $1,000,000  for  the  great  overland  mail  to  California. 
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MAIL  LETmros  OP  1862. 

The  lettingB  of  new  contracts  for  the  term  commenciiig  Jjolj  1, 
1862,  and  ending  June  30,  18G6,  embraceB  the  roates  in  the  States 
of  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Missonri,  Minnesota, 
Kentucky,  California,  Oregon,  and  Kansas,  and  the  Territories  <if 
New  Mexico,  Utah,  Nebraska,  Washington,  Colorado,  and  Dal^ota, 
and  the  following  shows  the  service  under  those  lettings  for  the  6r8t 
quarter  of  the  contract  year  ended  30th  of  September  last : 


Mile;  Jfiiet  animal  truatfortattim. 

Bailroad 8,533            7,714,474  $833,933 

Steamboat 4.222             1,320,891  197,105 

With  "  celerity,  certainty,  and  se- 

curity" 70,880          16,155,167  2,111,630 

83,  635           25, 190, 532  3, 1 42.  668 


Compared  with  the  service  of  the  30th  of  June  last,  the  length  of 
routes  is  increased  6, 159  miles,  with  an  annual  increase  of  transport' 
ation  of  754,428  miles,  at  a  decrease  in  cost  of  $340,648.  It  should 
be  stated,  however,  that  several  routes  in  Kentucky  and  Missouri 
were  omitted  to  be  let  on  account  of  the  war,  the  cost  of  which  would 
probably  have  been  $9, 648,  making  the  net  saving  $331,000,  being 
about  9J  per  cent. 

There  is  also  shown  a  saving  of  about  11|  per  cent,  over  the  service 
as  let  to  ^*mode  not  specified''  and  ^' coach"  combined,  and  that 
which  is  designated  by  the  department  as  **star,"  or  with  "celerity, 
certainty,  and  security."  This  important  saving  is  owing  to  strict 
adherence  to  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1845,  for  letting 
the  contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  without  other  refer- 
ence to  the  mode  than  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  due  cderiiy^ 
certainty y  and  security  of  such  transportation. 

Other  tables  showing  the  operations  of  the  contract  office  are  ap- 
pended to  this  report. — (See  No8.  12,  13,  14.^ 

OALIFOBNIA  OVBBLAND   MAIL. 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  overland  mail  service  has  not  been  satis- 
factory. It  was  assumed  by  Congress  that  this  company  could  pro- 
cure the  transportation  of  much  of  the  heavy  matter  by  water,  but 
no  arrangement  to  effect  this  object  was  made  till  about  the  first  day 
of  July,  1862.  To  this  cause  of  failure  must  be  added  the  unprece- 
dented floods  of  last  winter  and  spring,  and  Indian  depredatioxi8* 

Arrangements  having  now  been  made  by  the  company  for  the  water 
carnage  of  periodicals,  &c.,  and  a  new  and  more  direct  route  having 
been  started,  less  liable  to  interruption  by  the  Indiana,  I  hope  for 
greater  success  than  has  yet  been  achieved.  With  a  good  road,  and 
over  a  route  which  the  special  agents  of  the  department,  who  have 
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necently  inspected  it,  think  is  now  very  safe,  and  can  be  made  per- 
Pectly  secnre  with  a  verj  slight  increase  of  force  upon  it,  future  fail* 
ares  will  be  inexcusable.  There  have  been  irregularities  on  this  line 
not  excusable  on  any  of  the  grounds  above  referred  to,  due  measura- 
bly to  mismanagement,  and  partly  to  the  difficulties  of  the  under- 
lAking ;  but  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  those  now  in  charge  of  this 
great  national  undertaking  are  intent  on  making  it  successful. 

Its  importance,  indeed,  is  becoming  more  and  more  manifest. 
Every  day  brings  intelligence  of  the  discovery  of  new  mines  of  gold 
»nd  silver  in  the  regiftn  traversed  by  this  mail  route,  which  gives 
assurance  that  it  will  not  be  many  years  before  it  will  be  protected 
«nid  supported  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  route  by  a  civilized 
population.  As  an  agency  in  developing  these  resources  for  the 
government  the  mail  line  is  indispensable,  and  every  needful  protec* 
tion  and  support  should  be  given  to  the  company,  and  some  allow- 
ance made  for  failures  in  the  beginning  of  the  undertaking. 

BAILBOAD   8EBVICE — AMENDMENT. 

I  renew  the  recommendation  of  my  report  of  last  year  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  some  system  to  enable  the  department  to  procure  con- 
tracts on  £ur  terms  with  railroad  companies  for  mail  service.  Many 
cases  have  arisen  since  that  time  to  illustrate  the  necessity  of  further 
legislation  to  prevent  the  serious  prejudice  to  public  interests  likely 
to  oconr  if  these  corporations  are  left,  as  at  present,  entirely  unre- 
strained by  law.  This  recommendation  is  not  to  be  understood  as  re- 
flecting upon  the  public  spirit  and  liberality  of  the  railroad  companies 
of  the  counti^  generally  ;  for  if  called  on  to  designate  a  class  of  our 
people  who  are  the  most  liberal  and  public  spirited,  I  would  say  that 
it  was  the  class  concerned  in  railroads. 

There  would  probably  be  no  necessity  for  any  change  if  the  depart- 
ment could  deal  with  this  class  as  a  whole.  The  difficulty  lies  in 
having  to  deal  with  single  corporations.  Some  of  these  corporations, 
when  the  public  treasury  was  full,  succeeded  in  obtaining  too  much 
from  the  treasury ;  and  even  now,  when  the  resources  of  the  country 
are  so  severely  taxed  to  preserve  the  government,  there  are,  I  re- 
gret to  say,  some  companies  threatening  to  throw  off  the  mails,  unless 
terms  even  more  onerous  than  any  heretofore  exacted  from  the  govern- 
ment by  any  other  company  are  agreed  to  by  the  department.  The 
effect  of  yielding  to  such  exactions  on  the  part  of  the  few  has  been 
to  raise  the  terms  required  by  all ;  for  the  more  liberal  justly  say, 
whilst  they  agree  that  the  terms  allowed  are  too  high,  yet  they  can- 
not compete  with  rival  lines  unless  they  demand  and  receive  the*  same 
rates  for  carrying  the  mails.  From  the  natural  bias  of  those  concerned 
in  a  particular  road,  they  are  disposed  to  think  injustice  done  them 
by  the  estimate  made  of  the  relative  importance  of  their  road,  and  of 
the  mails  over  it. 

The  subject  is  one  of  difficulty  ;  but  it  has  been  suggested  that  in 
lien  of  the  classification  by  which  compensation  is  now  fixed,  reference 
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sbonld  be  had  to  the  actnal  cost  of  transportation'  as  the  baas  for 
fixing  the  compensation  to  be  paid ;  and  I  am  dispoeed  to  think  ar* 
rangements  may  be  more  satisfactotPily  made  on  such  a  baais  than 
nnder  the  present  system. 

I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  riews  of  those  interested  in  railroads 
on  this  point ;  bnt  I  think  it  probable  that  it  woald  be  generally  ac- 
ceptable, and  that  a  compensation  to  cover  the  actoal  coet  of  trans- 
porting the  mails  wonld  be  satisfactory  to  that  enlightened  interast ; 
for  the  considerations  which  preclnde  the  government  from  deriving 
revenue  from  the  mails  ooght  to  operate  even  more  directly  on  the 
railroad  interest  to  preclude  it  from  attempting  to  burden  a  machinery 
which,  in  so  many  ways,  creates  its  business.  All  increase  and  accel- 
eration of  mails  promotes  the  transfer  of  person  and  property,  for 
which  these  roads  were*  constructed,  and  of  which  the  transportation 
of  the  mails  is  but  an  incident. 

FINANCE  OFFICE. 

DUTIES. 

To  this  office  are  assigned  the  issuing  of  postage  stamps  and  stamped 
envelopes  for  the  prepayment  of  postage  and  the  accounts  thereof; 
the  preparation  of  warrants  and  drafts  in  payment  of  balances  re- 
ported by  the  Auditor  to  be  due  to  mail  contractors,  and  other  per- 
sons ;  and  the  superintendence  of  the  rendition  by  postmasters  of 
their  quarterly  returns  of  postages.  It  embraces,  also,  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  dead  letter  office,  and  the  accounts  connected  therewith. 

auditob's  bepobt. 

The  accompanying  report  (No.  28)  of  the  Auditor  for  this  depart- 
ment exhibits  with  clearness  and  precision  the  details  of  financial 
operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  From  this  document  the  fol- 
lowing brief  synopsis  is  derived  : 

BEVENUE  AND  EXPEin>rnmES  FOB  1862. 

The  expenditures  of  the  department  in  the  fiscal  year 

ending  June  SO,  1862,  amounted  to $11, 125,364  13 

In  which  is  included  the  sum  of  $354,758  21  paid  for 
mail  transportation  of  previous  years. 

The  gross  revenue  for  Uie  year  1862, 
including  receipts  from  letterHsarriers 
and  from  foreign  portages,  amounted 
to $8,299,820  90 

To  which  should  be  added  the  earnings 
of  this  department  in  carrying  free 
mail  matter 700,000  00 

And  the  amount  appropriated  for  the 

relief  of  individuals 12, 728  66 

9,012,549  66 

Deficiency 2^12,814  57 
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I*or  detailB  of  tbe  reveime  and  expend! tnres,  under  their  several 
heads,  reference  10  made  to  the  AnditoPa  tables  annexed,  (Nos.  15, 16.) 

The  estimated  deficiency  of  means  for  1862,  as  pre- 
sented in  the  annaal  report  from  this  department, 

December  1,  1860,  was $5,210,226  63 

Deduct  actual  deficiency. 2, 112,814  57 

Excess  of  estimated  over  actual  deficiency 3,097,412  06 

Thi^  discrepancy  between  the  actual  deficiency  and  the  estimate 
thereof  submitted  in  1860,  is  owing  to  the  great  reduction  of  expen- 
ditures caused  by  the  suspension,  during  the  year,  of  postal  service  by 
this  department  in  the  insurrectionary  States,  while,  on  the  contrary, 
the  diminution  of  the  revenue  thereby  was  comparatively  small. 

EXPKNDirUBES  OF   1862  GOHPABED  WFTH   1860  AND   1861. 

The  actual  expenditure  for  1860,  when  the  postal 
service  was  uninterrupted  throughout  the  Union, 
was $14,874,772  89 

The  actual  expenditure  for  1862  was 11,125,364  13 

Excess  of  expenditure  in  1860  over  that  of  1862 3,749,408  76 

The  gross  revenue  for  1860 9,218,067  40 

The  gross  revenue  for  1862 9,012,549  56 

Excess  of  revenue  in  1860  over  that  of  1862 205,517  84 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861.    13,606,759  11 
The  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.    11,125,364  13 

Decrease  of  expenditures  in  1862 2,481,394  98 

The  revenue  from  all  sources  during  the  year  1861  •  •      9,049,296  40 
The  revenue  from  all  sources  during  the  year  1862*  •      9,012,549  56 

Decreas^N)f  revenue  in  1862 36,746  84 

The  decrease  of  the  expenditures  of  1862,  compared  with  those  of 
1861,  during  the  greater  part  of  which  mail  service  was  uninter* 
mpted,  is  $2,481,394  98,  which  is  more  than  sixty  times  greater 
than  the  decrease  of  revenue. 

E8TDUT8B  FOB   1863. 

la  view  of  the  increased  proceeds  of  the  principal  post  offices 
during  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1862,  it  is  believed  that 
the  gross  revenue  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1863,  will  equal  the 
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amount  of  the  estimate  therefor  submitted  in  the  last  annual  report  finom 
this  department,  and  that  no  appropriation  additional  to  those  already 
made  will  be  needed  for  the  fiscal  year  in  question. 

ESTIHATES  FOB   1864. 

The  expenditures  of  all  kinds  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30. 
1864,  are  estimated  at  $12,000,000.  This  estimate,  however,  doei 
not  include  the  sum  of  $1,000,000  for  the  service  of  the  Galifomii 
central  route,  inasmuch  as  a  special  appropriation  from  the  treasmy 
for  such  service  during  the  current  fiscal  year  was  made  by  the  third 
section  of  the  act  approved  April  17,  1862,  and  it  is  presumed  that 
a  similar  appropriation  will  be  made  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails 
on  this  route  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864. 

Table  No.  17  exhibits  in  detail  the  estimated  expenditures  for  18S4, 
under  the  various  heads  of  appropriations. 

The  gross  revenue  for  the  year  1864,  including  foreign  postages, 
fees  paid  in  by  letter-carriers,  and  miscellaneous  receipts,  is  esu* 
mated  at  an  increase  of  five  per  centum  on  the  revenues  of  186^ 
making  $8,714,000. 

Estimated  deficiency  of  revenue  compared  with  estimated 

expenditures..-. $3,286,000  00 

•Deduct  appropriations  made  by  the  acts  of  March  3» 
1847,  and  March  3,  1851,  for  carrying  free  mail 
matter '• 700,000  00 

Leaving  the  estimated  deficiency 2,686,000  00 

.Should  Congress  fail  to  make  specific  appropriation  for 
the  service  of  the  California  central  route,  the  amount 
of  the  above  deficiency  would  be  subject  to  an  in- 
.crease  of 1,000,000  00 

Making  the  whole  amount  estimated  to  be  required  from 

the  treasury  for  1864 3,586,000  00 

exclusive  of  the  earnings  of  the  department  for  carrying  free  matter 
under  the  acts  of  March  3,  1847,  and  March  3,  1851,  $700,000. 

The  estimates  of  the  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  en^ng  Jtuie 
SO,  1864,  are  based  mainly  on  the  actual  expenditures  oPthe  year 
1862.  A  partial  provision,  however,  is  made  for  the  cost  of  restoring 
'.the  postal  service  in  sections  of  the  country  where  it  is  now  SQS- 
pended  ;  but,  notwithstanding  this  additional  source  of  expenditure, 
tthe  estimated  deficiency  for  1864  is  $3,000,000  less  than  the  actual 
deficiency  of  1860. 

In  estimating  the  receipts  for  1864  it  is  assumed  that  they  will  ei* 
Ihibit  an  increase  of  five  per  centum  over  the  revenues  of  1S62, 
although  tbe  latter  were  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent,  less  than  those  of 
1861^  during  the  greater  portion  of  which  year  mail  service  was  unio* 
terrupted  throughout  the  country. 
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QTJABTEBLY  RETURNS. 

The  whole  number  of  post  offices  in  operation  daring  the  year  was 
19,973,  and  the  number  of  quarterly  iie turns  received  therefrom  was 
77,109. 

DRAFTS  AND  WARRANTS. 

The  whole  number  of  drafts  and  warrants  issued  during  the  year, 
in  payment  of  balances  reported  by  the  Auditor  to  be  due  mail  con- 
tractors and  other  creditors  of  this  department,  was  20, 284.  The  war- 
rants were  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  five  assistant 
treasurers,  and  seven  designated  depositaries,  and  the  drafts  on  twenty- 
seven  post  office  depositaries  and  postmasters  at  four  hundred  and 
t^o  draft  offices. 

The  sum  of  $3,349,747  44,  being  upwards  of  seventy  per  cent,  of 
the  net  revenues  of  the  department,  was  concentrated  in  the  hands 
of  the  above-mentioned  depositaries.  Of  this  sum  $3,021,455  62  was 
disbursed  during  the  year,  leaving  $326,291  82  subject  to  draft  on  the 
let  July,  1862.  The  remainder  of  the  net  revenue  was  collected  by 
mail  contractors  by  means  of  orders  on  postmasters  at  collection  offi- 
ces, prepared  and  sent  out  by  the  Auditor,  and  through  payments 
by  postmasters  to  mail  messengers  and  special  mail-carriers. 

POBTAOB  STAMPS  AND  ENVELOPES  I8SX7ED  DUBING  1862. 

The  number  of  postage  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes  issued  to 
postmasters  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  is  given  in  detail 
in  the  table  annexed,  No.  18.  The  value  of  the  stsmps  issued  during 
that  period  was  $7,078,188,  of  stamped  letter  envelopes  $733,255  50, 
and  of  stamped  newspaper  wrappers  $23,648  50.  The  issue  of  1862 
shows  an  increase  over  that  of  1860  of  $964,775  81,  and  over  that 
of  1861  of  $1,144,858  27,— (See  table  No.  19.) 

* 

.NEWSPAPER  WBAPPBBS. 

The  increase  in  the  demand  for  newspaper  wrappers  since  their 
introduction  in  October,  1861,  clearly  demonstrates  their  convenience 
and  utility. 

POSTAGE  STAMPS  AS  CUBBBNCT. 

The  scarcity  of  small  change,  together  with  the  general  misconcep- 
tion of  the  purport  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  27th  July,  1862, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  ^^  postage  and  other 
stamps  of  the  United  States"  for  currency,  has  greatly  embarrassed  the 
department  in  the  performance  of  its  duties  connected  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  postage  stamps.  As  soon  as  the  passage  of  the  act  was- 
announced,  extraordinary  quantities  were  purchased  at  the  various  post 
offices,  exhausting  the  supply  in  many  instances  to  the  detriment  of 
postal  business.  Postmasters  were  specially  instructed  to  discontinue 
sales  of  stamps  to  persons  evidently  designing  them  for  use  as  cur*- 
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rency;  but  notwithfitanding  the  precautions  taken  and  the  checks 
adopted  at  the  several  offices  the  demand  has  until  quite  recentlj 
been  largely  in  advance  of  the  daily  manufacture.  During  the  quarter 
ending  30th  September  last  there  were  issued,  in  round  numbers, 
104,000,000  stamps  of  all  denominations;  and  this  notwithstanding 
the  majority  of  applications  therefor  from  postmasters  were  only  par- 
tially filled,  generally  but  one-half  the  number  asked  for  having  been 
sent.  Had  not  this  curtailment  been  made,  the  total  number  issued 
during  the  quarter  would  have  reached  nearly  200,000,000,  or  what 
would  have  sufficed,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  for  the  issue  of  an 
entire  yean  The  sales  at  the  principal  post  offices  for  the  quarter 
under  notice,  compared  with  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1861,  show 
in  some  measure  the  extent  of  the  demand  for  postage  stamps  for  use 
as  a  currency.  The  aggregate  value  of  the  postage  stamps  and 
stamped  envelopes  sold  at  twenty-nine  of  the  larger  post  offices  dur- 
ing the  third  quarter  of  1862  was  $1,400,937  48,  and  during  the  cor- 
responding quarter  of  1861  was  |606,59T  40,  showing  an  excess  in 
favor  of  1862  of  $794,340  08.  At  the  New  York  city  office  alone  the 
excess  of  sales  in  the  former  quarter  was  $425,296  19;  at  Chicago, 
$48,760  19;  at  Philadelphia,  $35,597  12;  at  Boston,  $36,686  10;  at 
St  Louis,  $19,906  37;  and  at  Milwaukie,  $20,255  24. 

Nearly  the  entire  excess  of  stamps  sold  during  the  period  under 
notice  has  been  or  is  now  in  use  as  currency.  Being  ill  adapted  for 
circulation,  large  quantities  of  them  have  become  so  defaced  as  to  be 
inapplicable  to  legitimate  use  for  the  payment  of  postage,  and  evil- 
disposed  persons  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded  to  put  into  circulation  stamps  once  used  for  pos€Rge«  from 
which  the  cancelling  marks  had  been  wholly  or  partially  erased. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  July  16,  1862, 
this  department  has  endeavored  to  punish,  and  to  prevent  thereby, 
as  well  as  by  the  attainment  of  a  more  effectual  mode  of  cancellation, 
the  fraudulent  use  or  sale  of  cancelled  postage  stamps.  The  law, 
to  be  effective  in  its  purpose,  should  absolutely  prohibit  the  removal 
of  cancelled  stamps  from  the  paper  to  which  they  are  attached,  for 
whatever  purpose.  Not  being  criminal  in  itself,  it  should  be  made 
so  by  statute,  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences  of  the  practice. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  procure  a  cancelling  ink  which  cannot 
•be  effaced  without  involving  the  destruction  of  the  postage  stamp ; 
;and  three  varieties  of  ink  claimed  to  possess  this  quality  are  now 
•being  tested  by  actual  use  in  post  offices. 

Various  new  instruments  and  devices  for  cancelling  postage  stamps 
J  have  been  examined  and  submitted  to  a  trial,  and  two  machines  are 
now  in  process  of  construction  which  are  designed  to  replace  cancel- 
.ling  by  hand  at  the  larger  offices. 
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BBDSMPTION  OF  STAMPS. 

The  issae  of  ** postage  currency''  by  the  Treasury  Department  will 
doubtless  soon  displace  postage  stamps  from  circulation  ;  and  although 
the  redemption  of  stamps  sold  by  postmasters  is  not  required  by  exist- 
ing law,  in  order  to  protect  holders  of  the  same  against  loss,  so  far  as 
this  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  depart- 
ment, I  have  determined  to  direct  postmasters  to  exchange,  for  United 
States  notes,  under  proper  regulations,  all  evidently  uncancelled 
stamps  offered  them  for  that  purpose. 

VAtUE  OP  STAMPS  BOLD. 

» 

The  total  value  of  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes  sold  during  the 
fiscal  year  was  $6,910,131  88,  and  the  amount  cancelled  in  payment 
of  postage  was  $6,171,751  93,  leaving  $738,379  96  in  the  hands  of 
purchasers. 

AHENDICEKT  IK  XODB  OF  mSUINO  STAIIPS. 

In  my  last  report  a  change  was  recommended  in  the  system  of 
issuing  postage  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes,  so  that,  in  lieu  of 
being  delivered,  as  at  present^  on  orders  from  postmasters,  and 
charged  in  their  accounts,  the  latter  might  be  required,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  purchase,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, such  quantities  as  might  be  needed  at  their  respective  offices. 
The  subject  is  again  commended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

ADVANTAGES  OF  STAMPED   ENVELOPES. 

There  are  advantages  incident  to  the  employment  of  stamped  en- 
velopes for  correspondence  which  separate  postage  stamps  do  not 
possess.  The  address  and  sealing  of  the  former  preclude  their  use  a 
second  time,  while  the  latter  are  subject  to  such  fraudulent  use  if 
imperfectly  cancelled,  or  if  the  cancelling  marks  have  been  erased. 
On  the  other  hand,  stamped  envelopes  relieve  the  public  from  the 
trouble  and  delay  of  attaching  separate,  stamps,  which,  in  the  hurry 
of  business,  is  not  unfrequently  forgotten,  while  the  stamps  are  also 
liable  to  removal,  accidental  or  otherwise,  occasioning  a  detention  of 
letters.  Correspondence  covered  by  stamped  envelopes  can,  more- 
over,  be  lawfully  conveyed  outside  the  mail.  I  would  therefore  sug- 
gest that  the  Postmaster  General  be  authorized  to  sell  stamped  en- 
velopes, in  quantities  of  not  less  than  five  hundred,  at  a  discount 
not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  on  the  charge  made  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  smaller  quantities  thereof,  which  charge  should  in- 
clude the  value  of  the  postage  stamp  impressed  thereon.  And  as  an 
additional  inducement  to  stationers  and  other  dealers  to  provide 
themselves  with  varieties  of  stamped  envelopes  suited  to  the  wants 
of  their  customers,  and  to  make  such  envelopes  a  part  of  their  stock 
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in  trade,  it  has  been  determined  to  try  the  experiment  of  emi 
postage  stamps  on  envelopes  belonging  to  private  individuals  or  firni&, 
who  shall  have  previously  applied  for  the  privilege,  and  have  paid 
the  full  value  of  the  stamps,  (less  the  discount,  if  the  same  shall  be 
allowed  by  law,  as  suggested,)  provided  the  number  shall  not  be  less 
than  five  hundred  in  any  one  case. 

LOSSES  OF   POSTMAJBTEBS  BY  STEALING  OF  STAMPS — AlIESTDMENT. 

Under  a  regulation  of  this  department,  made  in  accordance  with 
an  opinion  of  a  former  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  credit 
cannot  be  allowed  to  a  postmaster  on  account  of  stamps  or  stamped 
envelopes  stolen  from  his  ofiSce.  There  have  already  been  reported 
to  the  department  thirty-three  cases  of  post  office  robberies  in  Ken- 
tucky, Missouri,  Kansas,  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  PennsylvaQia«  where 
the  losses  have  been  occasioned  by  reason  of  occupancy  by  United 
fitates  or  rebel  soldiers.  Such  losses  not  having  resulted  from  any 
fault  or  neglect  of  the  postmasters,  the  cases,  it  would  seem,  are 
materially  different  from  those  of  ordinary  theft.  The  aggregate 
amount  claimed  in  the  thirty-three  instances  above  noted  does  not 
reach  twelve  hundred  dollars ;  and,  although  many  additional  cases 
will  be  reported,  the  total  of  such  claims  will  be  comparatively  amalL 
I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  special  provision  be  made  by  which  thifi 
class  of  cases  may  be  adjusted,  subject  in  all  other  respects  as  to  evi- 
dence, Ac,  to  the  regulations  of  the  department. 

• 
DEAD  LETTERS. 

KtJHBER. 

The  whole  number  of  dead  letters  received  and  examined  during 
the  year  was  2,282,018,  being  267,000  less  than  in  the  preceding 
year. 

VALUABLE  DEAD  LETTEBS. 

The  number  of  dead  letters  containing  money  which  were  regis- 
tered and  sent  out  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was  10,475|  and  the 
value  of  their  contents  was  $46,538  89. 

The  number  covering  deeds,  bills  of  exchange,  drafts,  and  other 
valuable  papers,  was  9,763,  and  the  aggregate  nominal  value  of  the 
enclosures  was  $2,189,450. 

Full  details  with  respect  to  these  two  classes  of  letters  are  exhibited 
in  tables  (Nos.  20,  21)  accompanying  this  report 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  sent  out  during  the  year 
3, 820  valuable  letters  or  packages  of  a  third  class,  the  contents  of 
which  were  3,515  photographs  or  daguerreotypes,  167  articles  of 
jewelry,  and  148  miscellaneous  articles. 
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nrOBEASB  OF  SAME. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  continued  increase  of  dead  letters 
of  the  latter  description,  it  may  be  stated  that  from  the  30th  of  June 
to  tlie  1st  of  November  2,975  have  been  returned,  1,139  having  been 
received  during  the  month  of  October  alone.  The  great  majority  of 
these  letters  contained  photographs  or  daguerreotypes,  of  which  a 
l&rge  proportion  were  from  soldiers,  or  their  correspondents. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  from  the  War  Department,  1,35S 
dead  letters,  containing  soldiers'  descriptive  lists  and  certificates  of 
discharge,  have  been  transmitted  to  the  adjutant  general. 

WHOLE  NUMBER  OF  SAME. 

IProm  the  above  statement  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of 
valuable  letters  sent  out  from  the  dead  letter  office  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  was  25,411,  being  4,596  more  than  during  the  previous 
year. 

It  should  also  be  stated  that,  beside  the  valuable  dead  letters  above 
mentioned,  25, 828  letters,  enclosing  postage  stamps  or  other  articles 
of  less  value  than  one  dollar,  have  been  returned  to  the  writers  or 
senders ;  but  when  letters  of  this  description  could  not  be  restored, 
from  lack  of  signature  or  other  cause,  they  were  destroyed,  together 
i0vith  their  contents.  A  record  of  the  number  and  value  of  stamps 
thus  destroyed  has  been  kept  from  the  1st  of  March  last,  and  from 
that  date  to  the  12th  of  November  the  number  thereof  was  21,744, 
and  the  aggregate  value  $650.  When,  however,  jetters  not  admitting 
of  restoration  enclosed  postage  stamps  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar  or 
more,  they  were  recorded  and  filed  like  other  valuable  letters. 

CAX7SES  OF  KON-DEUVERT  OF  yALUABLE  LETTEBS. 

The  causes  of  the  nen-delivery  of  valuable  letters,  as  assigned  by 
postmasters,  or  which  could  otherwise  be  ascertained,  in  21,493  cases, 
are  given  in  table  No.  22.  Out  of  this  number  the  non -delivery  of 
bat  225  (viz  :  missent  letters)  can  be  directly  traced  to  the  negligence 
or  inefficiency  of  postmasters— -a  fact  which  tends  to  confirm  the 
opinion  expressed  in  the  last  annual  report,  that  the  failure  of  a  letter 
to  reach  its  destination  is  to  be  attributed,  in  the  vast  majority  of 
instances,  to  the  writer  or  to  the  person  addressed. 

HELD  FOB  POSTAGE  AND  MI8DIRECTED  LETTEBS, 

Tliere  have  been  received  and  examined  147,283  letters  which 
could  not  be  forwarded  from  the  pdst  offices  where  mailed  or  deliv- 
ered therefrom,  because  of  unpaid  postage  or  carriers'  fees,  or  be- 
cause misdirected  or  imperfectly  addressed. 

Of  these  the  number  held  for  postage  was  132,178,  including  9,385 
letters  directed  to  soldiers,  which  were  forwarded  unopened  to  their 
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destination.  The  number  held  for  carriers'  fee  was  S.TTS,  nearlj  aU 
of  which  were  received  from  the  post  offices  of  New  York,  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore ;  and  the  number  misdirected  or  imper- 
fectly addressed  was  8, 327,  of  which  822  were  without  any  address 
or  direction  whatever.  Of  the  class  of  letters  under  consideration 
94,601  were  sent  to  the  writers  or  to  the  persons  addressed;  2,962 
contained  articles  of  raise,  and  are  included  in  a  previomi  enomera* 
tion ;  2, 932,  directed  mostly  to  foreign  countries^  and  reqmring  pre* 

?ayment,  could  not  be  restored  to  ^e  writers,  and  have  been  filed, 
'he  remainder,  being  worthless,  were  destroyed.     Among  tiie  latter 
were  3,000  unpaid  ** valentines.'' 

LETTEBS  TO  AND  FROM  BEBEL  STATES. 

In  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  postal  communication,  the  fol- 
lowing letters,  not  embraced  in  the  above  aggregate  of  dead  letters, 
were  received  and  disposed  of  at  the  dead  letter  office  from  the  1st  of 
November,  1861,  to  the  Ist  of  November,  1862,  viz : 

Forty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven  letters,  written 
in  the  loval  States  and  directed  to  States  under  insurrectionary  con- 
trol. These  letters,  when  susceptible  of  restoration,  were  stamped 
''mails  suspended,"  and  returned  to  the  writers. 

Three  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  letters  from  sections 
of  the  country  subject  to  rebel  control,  and  addressed  to  persons  in 
the  loyal  States.  The  greater  portion  of  such  letters  were  forwarded 
to  their  destination. 

Thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  ^end  sixty-three  foreign  letters, 
directed  to  localities  in  this  country  with  which  postal  communica- 
tion  is  discontinued.  Letters  of  this  class  were  stamped  "mails  sus- 
pended," and  returned  to  the  countries  where  they  originated. 

BETUBN   OF   dfiDINABY  DEAD   LETTEBS. 

By  the  act  approved  January  -21, 1862,  the  Postmaster  General  was 
authorized  to  return  all  dead  letters,  excepting  those  containing  circu- 
lars and  other  worthless  matter,  to  the  writers,  whenever  their  names 
can  be  asoertained,  provided  that  he  should  be  satisfied  the  receipts 
for  dead  letter  postage  would  amount  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the 
aggregate  compensation  of  the  clerks  employed  for  that  purpose, 
which,  by  a  subsequent  appropriation,  was  fixed  at  $20,000  per 
annum. 

During  a  period  of  nine  months,  from  February  1  to  November  I, 
1862,  726,390  letters  were  placed  in  new  envelopes  and  redirected  to 
the  offices  where  originally  mailed.  Of  this  number  5,261  were  sent 
to  banks  and  insurance  compaAies,  97,232  to  business  firman  and 
623,897  to  individuals;  2,383  of  these  letters  were  written  to  soldiers 
in  various  hospitals,  and,  not  having  been  delivered,  were  returned  to 
the  writers,  free  of  postage;  30, 182  were  written  in  foreign  langnages, 
principally  the  German. 
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NUMBER  BETUBNED  TO  THB  DBPABTHBNT. 

Out  of  the  whole^  number  thus  sent,  139,680,  or  nineteen  percent., 
^PTore  returned  again  to  the  department,  for  various  reasons,  as  stated 
in  table  No.  28. 

.AJthough  letters  of  the  class  under  notice  were  returned  to  the 
poBt  offices  at  which  they  were  originally  mailed  within  three  months 
afterwards,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  large  proportion  of  those  sent  back 
to  the  department  is  embraced  in  these  two  divisions,  viz:  '* moved 
avray,  and  absent,"  and  '^not  known,  or  not  found,"  a  fact  which 
forcibly  illustrates  the  will-known  migratory  habits  of  our  people, 
^rhich  contribute  largely  to  swell  the  segregate  of  dead  letters. 

The  proportion  of  dead  letters  which  could  not,  or  which,  from 
tbeir  worthless  character,  should  not,  be  restored  to  the  writers,  was 
found  to  be  somewhat  greater  than  had  been  anticipated,  while  the 
Dumber  returned  a  second  time  to  the  department  was  less  than  the 
estimate  of  last  year,  being,  as  above  stated,  nineteen  per  cent,  in- 
stead of  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  amount  sent  out. 

PBOFITS  OF  THE  SYSTEM. 

The  gross  revenue  to  the  department  from  583,074  letters  not  con- 
taining articles  of  value,  delivered  as  above  stated,  during  nine  months, 
and  charged  with  six  cents  postage  each,  was  |34,984  44,  which,  at 
the  same  rate,  would  yield  $46,645  92  in  one  year,  being  $26,645  92 
more  than  the  cost  incurred  in  sending  them  out. 

AJIENDJCENT. 

If  the  return  rate  of  postage  on  such  letters  were  reduced  to  three 
cents,  the  amount  of  postage  collected  therefrom  would  be  $23,322  96, 
or  $3, 322  96  more  than  the  expense  of  restoring  them.  A  reduction 
to  this  extent  could  not  fail  to  be  gratifying  to  the  public,  while 
it  would  not  involve  any  additional  expenditure.  There  is  reason 
to  believe,  moreover,  that  the  present  high  rate  has,  in  some  in* 
stances,  induced  persons  to  decline  receiving  their  ordinary  letters 
returned  from  this  department.  I  would  therefore  recommend  that 
the  Postmaster  Oenerd  be  authoriEed  to  reduce  the  rate  of  postage 
on  dead  letters  not  containing  valuable  enclosures,  as  fixed  by  the 
act  of  January  21,  1862. 

FOREIGN  BEAD  LETTERS  EXCHANGED/ 

The  number  of  dead  letters  returned  unopened  to  foreign  countries, 
during  the  year,  was  160,432,  and  the  amount  of  unpaid  postage 
thereon  was  9,200  05.  The  number  received  from  foreign  countries 
was  58,614,  on  which  the  unpaid  postage  amounted  to  $1,880  29. 
For  details  see  tables  Nos..24,  25,  appended  to  this  report. 
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BBTURN  OF  LETTERS  TO  DEAD  LETTEB  OFFICE. 

It  i8  believed  that  nearly  all  letters  delivered,  after  having  been 
advertised,  are  applied  for  within  the  ensuing  month,  and  that  the 
number  claimed  daring  the  second  month  is  so  small  that  their  deliv* 
ery,  when  considerably  more  than  a  month  old,  would  be  of  less  ad- 
vantage to  the  public  than  would  be  the  return  of  all  dead  letters 
to  their  writers  a  month  sooner  than  is  possible  under  existing  law. 
But,  for  obvious  reasons,  those  provisions  should  not  be  changed  which 
require  letters  to  be  retained  in  post  offices  longer  than  the  nsnal  pe- 
riod, when  they  bear  special  requests  to  that  effect,  or  are  destined  for 
persons  on  board  designated  vessels  expected  to  arrive  at  ports  to 
which  such  letters  are  directed.  An  abridgment  of  the  period 
during  which  postmasters  are  to  hold  letters  after  advertising  the 
same  would  still  further  simplify  the  system  of  returning  dead  letters 
to  the  department,  and  secure  an  earlier  restoration  to  the  writers. 

AHEKDMEKT. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  Postmaster  General  be 
authorized  to  regulate  the  period  during  which  postmasters  are  re- 

3uired,  by  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  February  27,  1861,  to  hold 
ead  letters. 

TBAKSHISSION  OF  HONEY  IN  THE  HAIIJ3. 

Great  efforts  have  been  made  to  give  security  to  the  mails.  New 
and  improved  locks  have  been  put  into  service;  a  stricter  surveillance 
has  been  exercised  over  the  affairs  and  agenta  of  this  department;  neg- 
ligence has  been  punished  and  diligence  rewarded;  and  the  results,  in 
promoting  energy  and  vigilance,  have  been  satisfactory.  But  'the 
mails,  despite  the  very  general  watchfulness  and  fidelity  on  the  part 
of  the  employes  of  this  department,  continue  to  be  subject  to  depre- 
dations. 

The  means  of  conveyance  are  only  adapted  to  the  primary  object 
of  the  mail  service — the  mere  transmission  of  intelligence.  This  de- 
partment could  not  make  use  of  strong  boxes  nor  adopt  measures 
to  fix  accountability  upon  each  of  the  multitude  of  agents  employed 
in  the  business,  such  as  are  resorted  to  by  the  carriers  of  merchan- 
dise and  money,  without  sacrificing  the  expedition  required  of  a  car- 
rier of  intelligence,  and  at  the  same  greatly  increasing  the  expense 
necessary  to  the  proper  management  of  the  latter  business.  For  this 
reason  the  mails  have  always  been,  and  must  continue  to  be,  an  nn- 
safe  medium  for  the  conveyance  of  money  letters.  The  money  con- 
tained in  the  mails  creates  the  temptations  to  the  robberies  committed, 
and  is,  moreover,  the  chief  cause  of  the  loss  of  letters  which  do  not 
contain  money. 

AMENDMENT. 

It  is,  in  my  opinion ,  very  (fesirable,  for  these  and  many  other  reaaonii. 
that  money  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  Ue  excluded  from  the  maik. 
With  this  view  I  recommend — 
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1.  The  adoption  of  a  mooey  order  system. 

2.  A  greatly  increased  rate  upon  registered  letters,  approximating 
l^lie  charges  imposed  by  other  parties  engaged  in  the  transportation 
of  such  packages ;  and — 

3*  That  all  letters  known  to  contain  money  shall  be  charged  with 
registry  postage. 

MONET  ORDER  SYSTEM. 

• 

The  adoption  of  a  money  order  system  would  not  obviate  the  neces- 
sity for  some  plan  by  which  letters  containing  negotiable  and  other 
valuable  papers  could  be  registered,  although  bankers  would,  to  some 
extent,  avail  themselves  of  it  to  transmit  by  mail  packages  of  money. 
£ut  the  registration  fee,  as  now  fixed  by  law,  does  not  pay  the  ex- 
penses  of  the  registry  system,  which  might  therefore  with  propriety 
l3e  discontinued,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  this  department  are  con- 
cerned. It  is,  moreover,  incomplete  in  this  respect :  that  the  sender 
of  a  registered  letter,  who  gets  a  receipt  for  it  from  the  postmaster  of 
the  mailing  office,  upon  payment  of  a  fee  of  five  cents  and  the  ordi- 
nary postage,  receives  no  information  from  the  department  as  to  the 
delivery  or  non-delivery  of  his  letter,  unless,  in  the  latter  event,  it 
reach  the  dead  letter  office. 

REGISTRATIOK — AMEKUMENT. 

To  obviate  this  defect  it  is  proposed  that  every  postmaster  who 
registers  a  letter  shall  execute  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of 
which  is  to  be  handed  to  the  sender,  as  at  present,  and  the  other  for* 
warded  with  the  registered  letter  and  accompanying  bill  to  the  post 
office  of  delivery.  The  person  who  receives  the  letter  shall  be  re-' 
quired  not  only  to  acknowledge  that  fact  in  a  book  kept  for  purpose, 
but  also  to  sign  the  duplicate  receipt,  which  shall  be  returned  by 
the  postmaster  at  the  office  of  delivery  to  the  sender,  as  an  evidence 
that  the  letter  was  duly  delivered  to  the  person  for  whom  it  was 
Intended,  and  as  a  record  of  the  date  of  such  delivery. 

Should  the  sender  of  a  registered  letter  fail  to  obtain  a  return 
receipt  therefor  in  due  course  of  mail,  he  would  at  once  notify  the 
department  of  the  failure,  which  would  lead  to  an  investigation  of  the 
cause  of  delays  and  facilitate  the  prompt  delivery  or  recovery  of  the 
letter. 

As  a  compensation  for  such  registration  and  return  of  receipt  from 
the  office  of  delivery,  I  would  recommend  that  a  fee  of  twenty  cents 
should  be  charged  on  each  letter  or  package  registered. 

INSPECTION  OFFICE. 

nuTiss. 

The  Inspection  office  is  charged  with  the  observation  of  failures 
and  delinquencies  in  the  service  of  contractors  and  route  agents;  with 
fines  and  remissions  thereof;  with  the  subject  of  mail  depredations^ 
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and  prosecntion  of  violators  of  postal  laws;  with  the  duty  of  procuring 
and  distributing  mail  bags,  locks  and  keys,  and  some  otiier  duties 
of  detail. 

HAIL  BAGS  BECOYEBED. 

During  the  last  year  a  large  number  of  mail  pouches  and  lodrs, 
accumulated  in  certain  offices,  and  there  disnsed  from  neglect^  have 
been  recovered.  In  the  Chicago  office,  under  the  former  incumbent 
several  hundred  had  thus  accumulated,  been  disused  for  two  yean  or 
more,  and  upon  examination  some  packages  of  letters  were  still  fouDd 
therein,  indicating  great  neglect  originally.  I  have,  since  that  tine, 
directed  the  services  of  a  temporary  agent  to  the  same  investigatioii 
in  other  large  offices.  He  is  still  so  employed,  and  has  recovered 
a  large  additional  number  of  mail  bags. 

rVSnSS  and  FOBFEITUBES — ^AHEifDMBZIT. 

I  recommend  that  the  power  to  withhold  and  to  remit  fines  and  for- 
feitures be  taken  from  the  Postmaster  General,  as  respects  all  future 
contracts  for  mail  service.  There  is  no  better  reason  for  authoriziug 
the  Postmaster  General  to  pay  for  mail  service  which  has  not  been 
performed  than  there  is  for  allowing  payment  on  other  contracts  when 
the  consideration  fails. 

There  are  two  classes  of  reasons  which  induce  me  to  make  this 
recommendation.  The  first  relates  to  the  difficulty  of  properly  exer- 
cising the  power.  It  is  in  its  nature  judicial,  and  we  have  not  the 
machinery  for  a  judicial  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  excuses  offered 
for  failures  are  valid.  The  investigation  is  made  by  clerks,  whose 
judgment  upon  ex  parte  testimony  offered  practically  settles  the  facts. 
A  system  which  leaves  the  disposition  of  large  sums  of  money  to  the 
discretion  of  individuals  is  vicious,  and  is  liable  to  produce  great 
abuses. 

The  other  class  of  reasons  relates  to  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
change  in  securing  the  performance  of  the  service.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  failures  of  the  mail  constantly  occur,  which  might  be 
and  would  be  avoided  if  the  contractor  knew  that  he  would  certainly 
lose  his  pay  if  the  failure  took  place.  Under  the  present  system, 
when  anything  occurs  which  offers  an  excuse,  there  is  no  motive  for 
extraordinary  effort  to  overcome  the  difficulty.  The  temptation  to 
magnify,  or  even  to  invent  difficulties,  when  failures  occur  which 
might  have  been  overcome,  or  did  not  exist,  is  a  great,  if  not  a  soffi* 
cient,  objection  to  the  present  system.  I  think  the  efficiency  of  the 
service  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  the  change  recommended, 
without  seriously  increasing  the  sum  paid  for  the  same. 

POST  OFFICE  BUILDINGS. 

NEW  YORK  POST  OFFICE. 

The  post  office  building  at  New  York  has  been  eoilai^^edv  materiailr 
increasing  its  aoeommodations,  and  at  a  very  moderate  ooet,  the  coa* 
tract  having  been  made  therefor  for  the  sum  of  $7, 587. 
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PHILADSLPHIA. 

The  new  building  at  Philadelphia  is  in  progress,  and  is  expected 
to  be  ready  for  occupancy  early  in  the  spring.  It  is  hoped  the  entire 
cost  of  the  alterations  and  enlargement  of  the  buildings,  accommo- 
dating the  courts  and  the  post  office,  will  fall  below  $50,000. 

POSTAL  BEFOEM.. 

An  impression  prevails  that  the  mere  adoption  in  England  of  the 
penny  postage  has  been  the  means  of  perfecting  their  postal  system 
to  its  present  degree  of  efficiency.  I  do  not  so  regard  it.  The  prin- 
ciple of  uniformity,  however,  is  important,  and  promotes  both  official 
and  public  convenience.  It  is  the  substitution  of  simplicity  for  com- 
plexity, and  this  is  always  improving  and  progressive. 

ELEMENTS  OF  THE  BRTEISH  8TBTSM. 

But  there  are  other  potential  elements,  in  my  judgment,  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  English  system.  One  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  personnel 
of  their  postal  administration  is  more  permanent,  and  the  establish- 
ment is  placed  purely  on  a  business  footing.  It  is  administered  by 
experienced  men.  Once  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  laws,  the  regu- 
lations, and  their  duties,  the  department  measures  their  claims  to 
office  by  their  continued  fidelity  and  attention  to  its  interests.  In 
some  branches  of  the  service  candidates  are  admitted  upon  both  a 
physical  and  mental  examination  of  their  qualifications.  A  medical 
officer  examines  the  aspirants  for  clerkships,  and  for  the  places  of 
carriers  and  laborers.  Post  office  savings  banks  are  connected  with 
the  establishment.  Provision  for  life  assurance,  the  premiums  being 
deducted  from  weekly  or  monthly  wages,  is  also  a  part  of  their  system. 
They  thus  combine  nearly  all  interests  to  procure  a  permanent  and 
faithful  devotion  to  duty. 

IN  THIS  COUNTBT. 

In  this  country  the  people  of  all  classes  are  more  migratory,  fre- 
quently changing  their  occupations  as  well  ad  their  residences.  The 
number  of  resignations  alone,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1862,  wjas  2,902,  the  removals  2,786,  out  of  19,973  officers  in 
the  loyal  States  and  districts.    The  resignations  were  nearly  fifteen 

Eer  cent,  of  the  whole  number,  and  resignations  and  removals  com* 
ined,  about  twenty -eight  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  The  new 
appointees  must  acquire  a  practical  postal  education  before  they  can 
promptly  and  accurately  discharge  their  duties.  It  is  evident  that 
a  system  so  liable  to  constant  and  large  changes  in  its  administra- 
tion must  be  defective  in  many  elements  of  completeness.  The 
'  theory  of  our  government  requires  a  direct  official  responsibility  to 
the  executive  head,  and  that  the  term  of  office  should  be  limited  to 
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the  proper  discharge  of  that  responsibility.  The  principle  is  correct. 
But  the  proper  compensatory  principle  requires  retention  of  good 
officers,  as  truly  as  it  requires  the  discharge  of  incompetent  inciun- 
bents.  This  principle  can  be  carried  into  effect  only  when  public  sen- 
timent shall  be  so  clear  and  uniform  as  to  make  itseUf  felt  by  all  public 
representatives  influencing  appointments. 

BRITISH  SYSTEM  OF  ACCOUKTS. 

They  also  have  a  much  less  complex  system  of  accounts  than  that 
prevailing  here,  which  requires,  in  my  opinion,  much  tinnecessaLrj 
labor  on  the  part  of  postmasters,  and  in  the  Auditor^  b  office  requires 
the  services  of  additional  clerks  without  corresponding  benefits. 

OTHER  ADVANTAGBB. 

The  shorter  distances  traversed  by  their  correspondence,  and  the 
less  time  consumed  in  the  exchange  of  letters,  also  contribute  to  in- 
crease the  amount  of  it. 

The  perfection  of  their  system  of  deliveries  of  mail  matter  has  also 
essentially  contributed  to  their  prosperity. 

REDUCTION  OF  RATES  AND  INCREASED  PACIUTIBS. 

Another  important  element  has  been  entirely  overlooked,  so  far  as 
the  late  discussions  are  concerned.  It  is  the  fact  that  largely  in* 
creased  facilities  of  mail  communication  have  followed  each  redaction 
of  postal  rates,  both  in  England  and  in  the  United  States. 

UNITED  STATES  AND  ENGLISH  STATISTICS  SINCE  1839  GOXPARSD. 

The  tables  subjoined  show  the  direct  annual  postal  revenue  sod 
postal  expenditures,  and  the  annual  deficiencies  or  surplus  for  each 
year  since  1839,  in  the  United  States,  arranged  in  three  tables — the 
first  embracing  the  last  six  years  under  the  high  rates,  (from  six  to 
twenty-five  cents ;}  the  second  embracing  six  years  of  the  five  and 
ten  cent  rates  :  the  third  embracing  nine  years  of  the  three  cent  pre- 
paid rate  under  three  thousand  miles — the  unpaid  five  cent  rate,  in- 
termediately established  and  abolished,  not  affecting  the  argument 
These  tables  also  show  the  annual  percentage  of  increase  or  decrease 
of  revenue  and  expenditures,  and  the  percentage  of  increase  for  each 
series  of  years.  They  stop  at  1860,  that  being  the  last  complete  vear 
before  our  civil  troubles. 
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It  will  be  perceived  that  the  per  cent,  increase  of  expenditnroB  is 
tnnch  lai^er  than  that  of  revenne.  These  expenditures  indicate  the 
increased  mail  facilities  of  the  country.  During  the  first  six  years, 
with  high  rates  prevailing,  both  revenue  and  expenditures,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year,  were  nearly  stationary  and  nearly  equal.  After 
the  reduction  of  rate  to  five  and  ten  cents  the  revenues  fell  oiF  for 
three  years,  the  expenditures  continuing  about  the  same  ;  but  the 
expenditures  and  mail  facilities  steadily  increased  from  1849,  and  the 
revenues  came  up  with  them  so  far  that  during  the  three  years  1849, 
1850,  and  1851,  the  department  was  self-sustaining,  the  only  period 
during  the  twenty-two  years  in  which  it  proved  so.  On  the  1st  of 
July,  1851,  the  three  cent  prepaid  rate  went  into  operation.  The 
revenues  again  fell  off  for  three  years  following  ;  but  the  expendi- 
tures went  on  largely  increasing  with  the  accompanying  increase  of 
postal  facilities,  and  continued  to  expand  in  a  greater  ratio  than  the 
revenue  during  the  remaining  period.  There  was  also  a  steady  and 
large  increase  in  the  population  and  business  of  the  country,  for  which 
due  allowance  should  be  made  during  each  period. 

So  in  England  the  cost  of  management  has  increased,  during  the 
period  since  the  reduction  of  rates,  from  £756,999,  in  1839,  to 
X2,003,116,  in  1861.  The  gross  revenue  in  1839  was  ^2,390,763, 
and  the  net  revenue  £1,633,764.  The  gross  revenue  in  1861^  al- 
though over  XI,  000, 000  greater  than  in  1839,  yielded  a  net  revenue 
less  than  in  1839  by  over  X100,000. 

Thus  also  our  deficiency  under  the  last  year  of  high  rates  (1845) 
was  only  $30,890  10,  while  in  1860,  the  last  complete  year  before  the  in- 
terruption of  our  postal  service,  it  amounted  to  $6, 356,533  33,  although 
the  gross  revenue  was  increased,  at  the  same  time,  by  $4,228,225  51. 
The  increase  of  postal  revenue  from  1845  to  1860,  exclusive  of  con- 
gressional grants,  was  98^  per  cent.,  while  the  increase  of  postal  ex- 
penditures in  the  same  period  was  244}  per  cent. 

From  these  data  it  appears  that  there  has  been  an  enormous 
increase  of  postal  facilities  and  postal  expenses  in  both  countries 
under  the  low  rates,  beyond  those  existing  under  the  high  rates,  and 
their  effect  mudt  have  been  to  stimulate  correspondence  to  a  remark- 
able degree.  An  omnibus  running  two  or  three  times  a  day  along 
the  streets  of  a  city  would  not  much  stimulate  passenger  traffic  ;  but 
cars,  running  every  three  or  five  minutes,  and  accommodating,  at 
the  same  rate,  four  times  the  number  of  passengers,  are  crowded 
with  travellers. 

POSTAL  AXIOM. 

In  my  opinion,  it  may  be  regarded  as  an  axiom  in  postal  affairs  that 
certainty^  frequency ,  and  facUUy  of  postal  communication  influence  (he 
amount  cf  correapcmdence  more  than  do  any  variations  in  a  moderate  tariff. 

It  required  in  England  eleven  years  of  the  low  rates,  and  largely 
expanded  facilities,  to  restore  the  gross  revenue  to  its  original  amount. 
The  amount  of  net  revenue  of  1839  had  not  been  again  realized  in 
that  kingdom  at  the  date  of  their  last  annual  report,  published  in 
1862,  twenty-two  years  thereafter. 
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The  lower  rates  in  the  United  States,  of  five  and  ten  cents,  yielded 
in  the  last  year  in  which  they  prevailed  (1851)  a  gross  revenne  of 
$6,410,604.  That  amount  was  not  again  reached,  under  the  three 
cent  prepaid  rate  until  1855,  althongh  this  low  rate  had  the  co-operv 
tion  of  far  greater  facilities  and  expenditures.  On  the  Ist  July  that 
year  the  five  cent  unpaid  rate  was  abolished,  leaving  the  standard 
rate  of  three  cents  under  three  thousand  miles  and  ten  cents  over  that 
distance ;  but  that  change  produced  no  sensible  effect  upon  the  revenue. 

These  facts,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  further  fact  that  the  rate 
is  now  so  low  as  to  be  no  appreciable  burden  upon  correspondence, 
indicate  that  a  further  reduction  of  33}  per  cent,  would  not  appre* 
ciably  stimulate  correspondence,  and  that  the  present  amount  of  reve- 
nue would  not  be  again  reached,  under  the  proposed  still  lower  rate 
of  two  cents,  until  the  natural  increase  of  correspondence,  arising 
from  the  increase  of  population,  of  business,  and  of  postal  facilities, 
shall  have  been  sufficient  to  produce  that  sum. 

In  further  exhibition  of  the  data  pertaining  to  this  discussion,  1 
annex  a  table  (No.  27)  showing  the  postal  receipts  and  expenditorea, 
with  the  population  of  the  United  States,  and  the  rate  per  capita  for 
eight  decennial  periods,  from  1790  to  1860,  and  annually  from  1850 
to  1862. 

BEDUCnON  OF  BATES  UPON  A  DEFICIENCY. 

There  is  another  element  in  the  British  system  which  has  been 
generally  overlooked.  Both  under  the  high  rates  find  the  low  rates 
of  postage,  that  department  was  not  only  self-sustaining,  but  yielded 
a  net  revenue  to  the  government.  All  its  reductions  have  been  made 
UDon  a  net  revenue.  The<4>ropo8ed  reduction  in  this  country  is  asked 
upon  a  deficiency.  I  should  be  the  first  to  ask  a  reduced  rate  upon 
a  surplus  revenue,  as,  in  my  opinion,  the  correspondence  of  the  coun- 
try should  never  be  taxed  for  revenue  purposes.  But  the  proposition 
to  reduce  a  low  rate  to  a  lower  in  the  .face  of  a  large  deficiency  re* 
quires  a  conclusive  showing  that  an  increase  of  revenue  would  result 
in  excess  of  the  natural  increase  arising  from  ordinary  causes.  Instead 
of  this  showing,  the  advocates  of  the  measure  admit  that  for  several 
years  the  revenue  would  fall  essentially  below  its  present  standard; 
aad  they  fail  to  show  a  commensurate  extraordinary  increase  of  cor- 
respondence. 

These  considerations  should  have  their  due  weight  with  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  adoption  of  the  rate  established  by  the  English  system. 

TEBK    **LOW  AND  UKIFOBM"    COKSIDEBED. 

The  t^rms  **low  and  uniform  postage"  are  not  absolute,  but  rela- 
tive. The  United  States  government  have  already  adopted  a  ^^low^' 
postage.  Considered  with  relation  to  the  extent  of  its  transporta* 
lion,  it  is  lower  than  prevails  in  any  other  country. 

ftfiLATIOK  BETWEEN  AMOUNT  OF  TBANSPOBTATIOK  ANU  BATES  OF  POSTAGE. 

The  annual  transportation  of  mails  in  the  United  Kingdom^  by 
railways,  steamers,  and  other  vehicles,  is  about  25|000,000  iai]e«« 
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excJadiDg  foot  transportation.  In  this  country  it  is  about  53, 000, 000 
miles.  The  number  of  miles  of  such  transportation  there  per  week 
day  amounts  to  80, 281.  Here  the  amount  is  170, 709  miles. — (See  table 
No.  26L)  Considering  the  relation  between  rates  of  postage  and 
amount  of  transportation,  it  will  be  seen  that  our  transportation  of 
mails  is  over  100  per  cent,  greater  than  the  British,  while  our  gene- 
ral rate  of  postage  is  only  50  per  cent,  greater.  In  addition  to  this 
comparative  statement,  our  postage  on  local  (or  drop)  letters  is  50 
per  cent,  less  than  their  rate. 

GOirCLUSION  AS  TO    **L0W''  POSTAOIL 

To  this  question  I  have  given  the  most  careful  consideration  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  and  have  cheerfully  received  and  entertained  the 
various  propositions  coming  to  me  from  all  sources  in  the  interest  of 
reform.  I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  gentlemen  contributing 
them  for  many  important  suggestions.  But  they  have  failed  to  con- 
vince me  that  it  is  a  present  duty,  or  sound  policy,  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  letter  postage  upon  general  correspondence  from  three  cents  to  two 
cents — a  reduction  of  one-third  upon  a  low  existing  rate.  Our  present 
rate  W€U9  adopted,  and  is  still  universally  regarded,  as  a  low  postage. 
The  revenues  under  it  are  steadily  increasing  in  amount,  and  ap- 
proximating the  self-sustaining  point,  equivalent  to  expenditures,  it 
is  not  regarded  as  onerous,  in  any  degree,  upon  the  correspondence 
of  the  country.  The  proposed  reduction,  therefore,  not  being  made 
from  an  excess  of  revenues,  would  only  compel  the  people  to  pay 
by  a  new  property  tax  what  they  pay  now,  without  a  complaint,  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  their  correspondence.  It  would  only  shift 
the  deficiency,  to  pay  with  the  left  hand  what  they  now  pay  with  the 
right. 

These  facts  appear  to  me  to  settle  the  debate,  so  far  as  it  rests  upon 
the  point  of  so-called  ^*low"  postage.  The  United  States  low  rate, 
as  now  established,  is,  in  principle  and  in  fact,  the  lowest  postage 
hitherto  adopted  by  any  government. 

UNIFOBMITT  MEEDBD. 

Our  system  is  defective,  however,  in  the  other  branch  of  proposed 
reform,  that  of  uniformity.  In  this  respect  I  do  not  hesitate  to  recom- 
mend a  change.  But  this  term,  again,  is  not  absolute,  but  relative. 
Neither  the  English  nor  any  any  other  system  is  absolutely  uniform. 
The  practical  question  is  one  of  the  proper  degree  of  approximation 
to  uniformity. 

NEWSPAPER  P08TA0B. 

From  the  best  data  accessible  to  me,  the  estimated  loss  of  revenue' 
from  accrued  postages  on  printed  matter  approximates  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  annually.     The  loss  principally  arises  from  the  failure 
of  postmasters  to  collect  quarterly  in  advance,  as  required  by  law, 
the  small  amounts  due  from  subscribers,  and  for  the  unpaid  transit 
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of  transient  printed  matter.     In  view  of  the  certain  coIlectioDs  of 

{)08tage8,  prepayment  on  printed  matter  is  more  important  tlian  upon 
etters. 

If  it  seemed  to  Congress  practicable  to  combine  the  proper  post- 
age tariff  with  the  internal  tax  upon  newspapers,  so  as  to  leave  tfaem 
to  pass  free  through  the  mails,  this  plan  might  prove  aatisfactorj  to 
publishers  and  just  to  the  revenue  of  the  department.  If  publishers 
would  find  it  consistent  with  their  interest  to  require  the  annual 
postal  charge  to  be  added  to  the  price  of  publication,  and  collected 
therewith,  they  prepaying  the  postage  upon  their  circulation,  this 
'would  also  remedy  the  evil.  But  with  or  without  such  change  in 
legislation,  I  recommend  a  great  reduction  in  the  variety  of  rates 
on  printed  matter  for  domestic  circulation,  abolishing  all  distinction 
of  rates  based  on  different  distances  of  transportation,  adopting 
decimal  rates  conforming  to  the  coinage  of  this  country,  instead  of 
the  fractional  rates  now  prevailing,  and  equalizing  the  charges  now 
varied  according  to  distance. 

I  propose  to  submit  to  Congress  the  draft  of  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose as  soon  as  the  details  are  settled. 

TBAN8IENT  KAIL  HATTEB. 

In  further  approximation  to  uniformity,  I  recommend  that  the 
postage  upon  transient  newspapers  and  other  printed  matter,  whether 
destined  inland  or  abroad,  be  made  uniform,  except  where  fixed  by 
conventional  stipulations  with  foreign   countries,  and  extended  to 

cover  all  transient  printed  matter  up  to  the  standard  weight  of 

ounces,  except  circulars,  adding  one  rate  for  each  additional  

ounces,  or  fraction  thereof,  embracing  manuscript  copy  and  corrected 
proofs  passing  between  publishers  and  authors,  prepayment  being 
required  in  all  cases  ;  and  that  circulars  not  exceeding  three  in  num- 
ber, and  not  exceeding  the  standard  weight,  pass  at  the  same  rate, 
with  the  right  in  the  Postmaster  General  to  provide  by  regulation  a 
less  rate  for  their  delivery  within  the  postal  district  where  mailed,  or 
through  the  mails,  when  deposited  in  large  packages  for  that  pur* 
pose. 

UNPAID  LETTEBg,  ETC. 

To  prevent  injurious  delays  from  the  accidental  omission  of  prepay- 
ment by  stamps  upon  letters,  the  Postmaster  General  should  be  au- 
thorized to  provide  by  regulation  for  forwarding  unpaid  letters,  the 
rate  in  such  cases  being  double  the  prepaid  rate.  The  extra  charge 
for  forwarding  a  letter  to  its  ultimate  destination,  following  the  party 
addressed,  should  be  abolished. 

In  the  draft  of  a  bill  which  I  propose  to  submit,  as  above  mentioned, 
these  recommendations  will  appear  with  precision  in  extent  and  in 
rates. 


/ 
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UKIFOBM  DOMESTIC  LETTER  RATE. 

I  also  recommend  that  all  distiDctioDS  of  rates  of  domestic  letter 
postages  based  upon  distances,  as  now  to  California  and  the  Pacific 
coast,  be  abolished,  so  that  the  three  cent  single  rate  on  mail  letters 
shall  be  uniform  within  the  United  States,  when  prepaid. 

ABOLITION  OF  OARRIER's  FEE — ^TWO  CENTS  ON  DROP  LETTERS. 

I  also  recommend  the  abolition  of  the  one  cent  carrier's  fee  for 
the  delivery  and  collection  of  letters  in  cities,  and  in  lieu  of  that 
annoying  and  dilatory  tariff  on  delivered  and  collected  letters,  that 
the  charge  upon  local  (or  drop)  letters  be  made  uniform  at  the  pre- 
paid rate  of  two  cents ;  and  that  all  prepaid  mail  and  local  letters 
tihall  be  delivered  and  collected  without  charge  by  the  carriers,  they 
being  paid  by  salaries.  This  will  prepay  and  transfer  the  carrier's 
charge  from  mail  to  local  letters  in  effect,  greatly  accelerate  delive- 
ries, and  promote  the  public  convenience.  It  may  not  be  expedient 
at  once  to  abolish  box  deliveries,  but  there  is  no  reason  apparent  to 
me  why  the  general  delivery  should  not  be  at  once  universcdly  made 
by  carriers  in  cities  and  towns  where  they  are  employed. 

FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 

I  renew  the  recommendation  made  last  year,  that  the  franking 
privilege  of  postmasters  be  abolished,  except  for  correspondence  be- 
tween them  and  other  officers  of  the  department,  upon  official  business. 

It  should  be  abolished,  also,  as  to  the  correspondence  of  all  persons 
addressed  to  the  several  departments  and  executive  officers  of  gov- 
ernment, except  upon  official  correspondence,  addressed  by  an  officer 
of  the  government. 

Both  these  privileges,  as  they  now  exist,  have  been  much  abused, 
and  have  no  proper  place  in  a  correct  postal  system. 

POST  OFFICE  ACCOUNTS  AND  SALARIES  TO  POSTMASTERS. 

The  system  of  adjusting  post  office  accounts  and  postmasters'  pay, 
by  commissions,  varying  upon  different  classes  of  mail  matter,  is  no 
longer  of  utility  commensurate  with  its  labor  and  its  cost.  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  the  blanks  and  the  clerical  service  consumed  by  this  system 
contribute  largely  to  swell  expenditures  and  contribute  nothing  at  all 
to  efficiency  or  to  revenue. 

SALARIES  TO  POSTMASTERS. 

The  data  that  system  has  furnished  up  to  this  time  will  afford  the 
basis  for  ascertaining  the  proper  salaries  to  be  assigned  to  at  least 
four-fifths  of  the  offices  of  the  country,  and  the  rule  for  adjusting  the 
remainder,  whose  revenues  and  business  may  be  too  variable  for  pre- 
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cise  oonipeDsation.  Here  their  utility  terminates. '  Oar  syBian  in 
this  particalar  should  be  radically  changed ;  and  I  hope  the  change 
may  be  authorized  by  law.  It  will  produce  economy,  facnlity^  and 
simplicity. 

WAY-BILLS. 

I  propose,  also,  a  partial  change  in  the  mode  of  mailing  letters,  in- 
Yolving  the  disuse  of  way-bills  in  part,  which,  if  successful,  will 
largely  reduce  the  consumption,  and  consequently  the  expense,  of 
blanks,  wrapping-paper,  and  twine. 

POSTAL   MAPS. 

I  have  ordered  the  topographer  of  the  department  to  prepare  a 
set  of  postal  maps,  by  States  or  groups  of  States,  designed  to  show 
all  the  permanent  postal  routes,  pcrstal  distances,  and  poet  offices 
thereon,  in  the  United  States,  and  embracing  other  statistical  informa- 
tion. Their  utility  to  the  department  and  to  the  public  will  be 
great ;  and  I  ask  authority  from  Congress  to  copyright  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  put  them  on  sale  at  a  moderate 
price,  to  be  regulated  by  him,  and  to  pass  the  proceeds  of  sales  U> 
the  credit  of  the  post  office  reyenue.  As  they  will  be  published  in 
series,  and  the  proceeds  of  sale  will  go  for  reimbursement,  no  other 
appropriation  will  be  needed  than  that  allowed  for  miscellaneous  pay* 
ments. 

BOOK  OF  POST  OFFICES  AND  BEGULATIOirS. 

I  have  postponed  the  publication  of  the  list  of  post  offices  in  the 
United  States,  heretofore  made  biennially,  with  a  view  to  change  the 
form  and  diminish  the  frequency  of  publication.  It  is  now  in  the 
press.  The  laws  and  regulations  will  be  separately  published  after 
the  expiration  of  this  Congress  in  a  revised  form.  These  works  are 
frequently  sought  for  by  the  public,  and  frequently  lost  by  post- 
masters to  whom  they  have  been  delivered.  In  one  case  there  should 
be  authority  to  sell ;  and  in  the  other  to  charge  the  value  against  the 
postmaster  in  his  accounts,  and  to  charge  him  also  in  case  of  any 
second  delivery  of  the  book  to  him. 

IHCOMPETBNT  POSTAL  OFFIGEBS. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  adhere  firmly  to  my  determination  to  displace 
incompetency  and  indifference  wherever  found  in  official  position  under 
my  control,  without  any  discrimination  in  favor  of  appointments  which 
I  may  myself  have  made  under  misinformation  of  facts.  The  postal 
business  must  be  conducted,  if  successful,  upon  the  same  principles 
which  control  the  operations  of  the  upright  and  sagacious  man  of 
busiuess.  The  department  should  adhere  to  those  officers  who  have 
administrative  talents  and  are  faithful  to  its  interests ;  and  should 
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remove  those  who  take  no  interest  in  the  efficiency  of  its  service. 
*The  namber  of  its  appointed  officers  and  employes  is  so  great,  and 
dispersed  over  so  large  a  territory,  that  the  Postmaster  General  must 
always  depend  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  public,  and  particularly 
of  the  official  advisers  of  the  department,  in  order  to  secure  this  result. 

I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  active  co-operation  I  have 
received,  in  all  efforts  for  improvement,  from  the  present  intelligent 
and  efficient  postmasters  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  as 
"well  as  the  aid  derived  from  the  investigations  and  representations  of 
Mr.  Pliny  Miles  and  the  Hon.  John  Hutchins. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ifcc,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BLAIR,  Postmaster  Oenerci. 

The  President. 


82C  BEPOBT  or  THE  P08T1CA8TEB  {OSSERtls. 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 


Officb  op  the  Auditor  op  tbb  Treasury 

poR  THB  Post  Opficb  Dbpartmrnt, 

November  15,  1862. 

Sir:  With  regard  to  tlie  financial  affitirs  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and 
the  operations  of  this  bnreau,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  as  ex- 
hibited by  the  books  and  accounts  of  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
foUowing  report:    • 

RBVENUE  ACCOUNT  OP  THB  POST  OFFICB  DBPABTMBNT. 

The  amounts  placed  in  the  treasniy,  for  the  service  of  the 
department  for  the  fiscal  year,  being  grants  by  Congress  in  aid 
of  the  revenue,  under  the  following  acts,  were  as  follows : 

Under  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  estab- 
lish certain  post  routes,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
March  3,  1847,  (9  Statutes  at  Laige,  201) $200,  000  00 

Under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce 
and  modify  the  rates  of  postage  in  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3, 1851,  (9  Statutes  at 
Large,  591) 250,000  00 

Under  the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June*  ei^teen 
hundred  and  sixty-one,"  approved  June  15,  1860,  (Public 
Laws,  1st  session,  36th  Congress,  39) 230,  611  07 

Under  the  resolution  entitled  "  A  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
Arthur  Edwards  and  his  associates,"  approved  June  22* 
1860,  (Private  Laws,  1st  session,  36th  Congress,  43) 11,  728  66 

Under  the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-two,"  approved  March  2, 1861,  (Public 
Laws,  2d  session,  36th  Congress,  205) 1, 899.  313  98 

Under  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Sew- 
ell,"  approved  March  2, 1861,  (Private  Laws,  2d  session,  36th 

Congress,  57) 1,  000  00 

« 

Total  amount  of  **  grants  "  drawn  firom  the  treasury... .     2, 592, 653  71 
The  balance  standing  on  the  books  of  this  office  to  the  credit 
of  the  revenue  account  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  on  the 

30th  day  of  June,  1861,  was. 605,  887  59 

The  receipts  of  the  department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1862,  as  presented  in  the  tabular  statement  herewith* 
numbered  1,  were 8>  299, 820  90 

Aggregate  of  "grants"  and  revenue 11,498,362  20 
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The  ezpenditnres  of  the  department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1862,  together  with  the  arrearages  of  the  previous 
^ean  paid  during  the  year  1862,  as  shown  in  the  statement 
herewith,  numhered  2,  were $11, 125,  364  13 

iSLdd  amount  of  accounts  closed  hy  heing 

charged  to  **  bad  debt  account " 587  85 

iSLdd   balance  on  debit  accounts  closed  by 
being  charged  to  the  nominal  account  of 

•*  suspense  " 13  27 

$11, 125,  965  25 

Lieaving  to  the  credit  of  the  reyenue  account  on  the  1st  of  July, 

1862,  the  sum  of 372,  396  95 

I 

The  excess  of  expenditures  of  all  kinds  over  the  revenue  of 
the  year,  inclusive  of  the  receipts  and  payments  for  foreign 

Sostages,  and  exclusive  of  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the 
epartment  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1861,  and  of  the  sums  ap- 
propriated by  the  several  acts  of  Congress  out  of  the  gen- 
eral revenues  of  the  United  States,  was 2,  825, 543  23 

To  which  add  accounts  closed  by  being  charged  to  **  bad  debt " 

and  *' suspense  "  accounts 601  12 

Total  excess  of  expenditures  of  all  kinds  over  the  revenue  of 

the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862  ./ 2,826,144  35 

The  net  revenue  of  the  department  from  postages,  being  the  aggregate  amount 
of  the  balances  due  to  the  United  States  by  postmasters  on  the  a^ustment  of 
their  quarterly  accounts  for  the  year,  afker  retaining  their  compensation  and 
deductmg  the  expenses  of  their  offices,  was : 

For  the  quarter  ending  September  30, 1861 ^ $970,  661  04 

For  the  quarter  ending  December  31,  1861 1, 173,  843  85 

For  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1862 1,  317,  398  13 

For  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1862 1,  289, 305  61 

Total  net  revenue  from  postages 4,  751,  208  63 

The  amount  of  letter  postage  paid  in  money  was : 

For  the  quarter  ending  September  30, 1861 144,  624  91 

For  the  quarter  ending  December  31,  1861 155, 161  95 

For  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1862 • 174,  369  32 

For  the  quarter  ending  June  30, 1862 173,751  88 

Total 647,908  06 

The  number  of  quarterly  returns  of  postmasters  received  and  audited  during 
the  year,  and  on  which  the  sum  of  .$4, 751, 206  68  was  found  due  to  the 
United  States,  was : 

For  the  quarter  ending  September  30, 1861 19, 738 

For  the  quarter  ending  December  31,  1861 18,  852 

For  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1862 18,881 

For  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1862 19, 638 

Total  number 77,109 
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The  gross  amoant  collected  as  registrnfeion  fees  onTshiable  lettans 

For  the  qnarter  ending  September  30, 1861 92,993  90 

For  the  quarter  ending  December  31,  1861 3,840  -50 

For  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1862 4,3^  65 

For  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1862 3,959  40 

Total  amount 15,149  35 

The  total  amount  of  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes  sold  during 

the  jear  was 6, 910, 131  89 

The  amoant  used  in  the  prepayment  of  postage,  and  cancelled, 

was 6,171.751  93 

Leaying  in  the  possession  of  the  purchasers 738, 379  96 


•  contractors'  accounts. 

The  average  number  of  accounts  of  contraetoTs  and  others  engaged  in  carxj- 
ing  the  mails,  settled  in  each  quarter  of  the  year,  was : 

On  regular  mail  routes .•••  3, 6S5 

On  special  mail  routes 2,  235 

Of  route  and  express  acents « •  1, 124 

Of  mail  messengers  tind  local  agents .••••••  1, 762 

Total  number  of  accounts  each  quarter •  8,506 

Aggregate  of  settlements  of  such  accounts  during  the  year 35, 234 


MAIL  TRANSPORT ATlOfff  ACCOUNT. 


The  amount  chained  to  "  accrued  transportation,"  and  plaeed  to  the  oedit  of 
mail  contractors  and  others  for  mail  transportation,  during  the  year,  was: 

For  regular  service  on  mall  lines $5,  785,  714  17 

For  supply  of  ** special "  and  "mail  messenger"  offices 238, 916  10 

For  salaries  of  "  route  agents  " 274.  081  30 

6,  X98,  711  57 
And  for  foreign  mail  transportation : 

For  New  York,  Southampton,  and  Havre  mails 149,454  36 

For  New  York  and  New  Orleans  mails 5,382  37 

For  Liverpool,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia  maib 114, 873  05 

For  New  York  and  Havana  mails 38,986  32 

For  Portland  and  Liverpool  mails 76, 184  90 

For  New  York  and  San  Francisco  mails,  via  P^mama 17,  267  16 

For  New  York  and  Jamaica  mails 1,  422  40 

For  expenses  of  government  mail  agent  at  Aapinwall •  550  00 

For  expenses  of  government  mail  agent  at  Panama ••••  52S  66 

For  expenses  of  government  mail  agent  at  Havana •  600  00 

6, 703, 960  79 


BBPOBT  OF  THE  POSTMASTEB  GENERAL.         829 

Tlxe  amoant  eiedited  to  "accraed  transportation,'* 
and  charged  to   contractors  for  over-creditB, 

damages,  &c.,  during  the  year,  was f23,  442  72 

>F  "  fines  "  imposed  on  contractors 2, 566  03 

>£  "deductions"  from  their  pay 39, 096  49 

$65, 105  24 

^et  amount  to  the  credit  of  nuul  contractors  and  others 6, 638,  855  55 

The  amount  actually  paid  and  credited  during  the  year  for 

mail  transportation  was $6, 993,  613  75 

[>f  which  sum  there  was  paid  for  mail  transportation  of  preyi- 

ous  years 354,758  20 


COLLBCTION  OF  POST  OFFICB  RBVBNUBS. 

The  number  of  post  offices  in  operation  during  the  year  was  19,973,  which 
are  thus  classified  under  the  regulations  adopted  for  the  goTemment  of  the 
department,  chapter  26,  sections  286  to  289,  pages  107  and  108: 

The  following  named  offices,  twenty-seven  in  number,  are  denominated 
"depositories,"  and  are  required  by  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  to  receive  and  re- 
tain, subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  department,  the  funds  of  certain  adjacent 
offices  as  well  as  the  revenues  of  their  own: 

Albany,  New  York.  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Baltimore,  Maryland.  NashvOle,  Tennessee. 

Bangor,  Maine.  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

Batavia,  New  York.  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Buffiilo,  New  York.  Portland,  Maine. 

Chicago,  Illinois.  Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Bochester,  New  York. 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  SteubenvUle,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  Ohio.  Syracuse,  New  York. 

Detroit,  Michigan.  tfniontown,  Pennsylvania. 

Qeneva,  New  York.  Utica,  New  York. 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  Wheeling)  Virginia. 

Hartford,  Connecticut.  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 
Lexington,  Kentucky. 

Four  hundred  and  two  are  <' draft  offices,"  and,  together  with 
the  foregoing  offices,  paid  durinz  the  year  15,314  drafts  issued 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  countersigned,  entered,  and 
sent  out  by  the  Auditor,  foif  sums  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to $1,459,553  83 

Six  hundred  and  thirty-one  are  "deposit  offices,"  and  during 
the  year  deposited  with  the  treasurer  and  the  assistant  treasur- 
ers of  the  United  States  the  sum  of 1, 561, 901  79 

In  addition  to  which  they  deposited  with  the  twenty-seven 
'* depositories"  named  above  $110,571  11,  which  is  embraced 
in  the  sum  of  81,459,553  83  paid  on  the  drafts  of  the  de- 
partment by  the  said  ''depositories"  and  "draft  offices." 

Fifteen  thousand  five  bundled  and  seventy-six  are  "collection 
offices,"  and  paid  on  "collection  orders"  issued  to  mail 
contractors 1, 590, 587  23 
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Three  thoiuand  three  hundred  and  thirtj-seyen  are  ''special" 
and  "mail  messenger"  offices,  and  derived  their  mail  supplies 
by  the  payment  of  the  revenues  of  their  offices,  amounting 
to 

Showing  the  amount  paid  into  the  treasury  «'for  the  use  and 

Eurposes  of  the  Post  Office  Department,"  by  postmasters,  to 
ave  been 


(238,916  10 


4, 860, 958  95 


Revenue  and  bakmcet  uneoUecUd. 


For  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  SO — 


GroflB  revenue. 


Am'Dts  still  dne 
to  the  United 
States  not  In 
■nit. 


Am'ntft  still  dm 
to  the  JJniUd 
States  in  saxt 


1846. 
1847. 

1848 

1849. 

1860. 

1851. 

185S< 

1853. 

1854. 

1856. 

1856. 

1857. 

1858. 

1859. 

IS6Q 

1861. 

1862. 


$3,487, 
3, 945, 
3,371, 
4, 705, 
5,499, 
6,410, 
5, 184, 
6,240, 
6,255, 
6,  642, 
6, 920, 
7,353, 
7,486, 
7,968, 
8,518, 
8, 349, 
8,299, 


199  35 
892  98 
077  00 
176  28 
984  86 
604  33  i 
626  84 
724  70 
586  22 
136  13 
821  66 
951  76 
792  86 
484  07 
067  40 
296  40 
820  90 


Total 105,640,143  74 


$5  32 

116  08 

6  15 

S3  67 

124  68 

483  91 

784  40 

12,628  18 

12,400  61 

6,666  17 

2,164  17 

16,165  64 

14,539  14 

13,792  80 

40,059  98 

136,488  86 

100,639  62 


356,998  98 


$1,025  77 

728  06 

802  1€ 

1,833  37 

1,0T1  47 

S,699  71 

2,829  7S 

41,816  27 

IS,  196  34 

7,465  59 

14, 923  02 

10,017U3 

19, 003  71 

24, 895  50 

201, 231  65 

111,886  49 

1,684  98 


461,011  15 


Total  due  the  United  States  by  late  postmasters  to  June  30, 

1861 $713,  6S5  63 

Amount  due  for  the  kst  fiscal  year 104,  324  50 


Total  amount. 


818,010  13 


In  my  last  annual  report,  I  stated,  and  have  now  to  repeat,  that  in  the  man  of 
$181,544  75,  allied  by  my  predecessor,  in  his  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1860,  as  the  "  amount  still  due  to  the  United  States,  and  in  emit^**  for 
said  fiscal  year,  there  is  embraced  the  balance  of  $170,947  67,  due  from  Isaac 
y.  Fowler,  late  defaulting  postmaster  at  New  York.  No  suit  has  been  institated 
by  this  office  for  the  recovery  of  said  balance,  the  late  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
having,  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1860,  proceeded,  wiiJi  a  view  of  coUectfng  tha 
same,  by  distress  warrant,  imder  the  act  of  Hay  15,  1820*  entitled  **  An  act  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Department/' 
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COLLBCnONS. 

The  "  collecting  division  "  of  this  office  liad  charge  of  the  following  nmnber 
of  accounts  daring  the  fiscal  year : 

Of  poBtmasterB 19, 973 

Of  late  postmasters,  whose  terms  of  office  expired  between  the  1st  of 

July,  1845,  and  June  30,  1861 30,302 

Of  late  postmasters  of  the  last  fiscal  year 7,  336 

Total  nmnber : 57, 611 


The  number  of  changes  of  postmasters  reported  by  the  appoint- 
ment office  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  during  the  year, 
requiring  the  final  adjustment  of  their  respective  accounts, 
was  7,336,  and  the  balances  ascertained  to  be  due  to  the 

United  States  thereon  amounted  to $341, 799  53 

Of  which  sum  there  was  collected $143, 830  81 

Credited  on  voucheiB 93,  452  59 

Charged  to  **  suspense  **  account 191  63 

237,  475  03 


Amount  remaining  for  collection 104, 324  50 


Of  which  sum  there  is  in  suit $3, 684  98 

Amount  due  and  not  in  suit* 100, 639  52 


104,  324  50 


The  balances  due  to  the  United  States  by  late  postmasters, 
whose  term  of  office  expired  between  the  1st  of  July,  1845, 
and  the  3pth  of  June,  1861,  uncollected,  and  not  in  suit  July 
1, 1861,  as  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  of  this  office, 
was $546,602  70 

Which  was  increased  by  " estimated  postages " 24,600  20 

Total  for  collection  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1862 571,202  90 

Of  which  sum  there  was  collected. $136,  349  94 

Credited  on  vouchers 85,  625  37 

Closed  by  *'  suspense  "  accoimt 38  34 

222,013  65 


Amount  uncollected  June  30, 1862 349, 189  25 

Of  which  there  has  been  placed  in  suit 92,829  79 

Amount  due  and  not  in  suit 256, 359  46 


SUMMARY  OP   DBBTS  AND  COLLBCTIOIfS. 

The  aggregate  amount  due  the  United  States  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1861f  by  late  postmasters,  whose  lerms  of  office  ex- 

pized  between  July  1,  1845,  and  June  30, 1861,  was $918, 430  10 

Aad  amount  due  by  late  postmasters  of  the  last  fiscal  year. . .         341, 799  53 
Increased  by  "  estimated  postages,"  penalties,  and  other  charges  27, 212  66 

Total  for  collection  during  the  year 1,287,442  29 
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The  amomit  coflected  and  credited  <m  aecovnts  due  prior  to 

Jiine  30,  1861,  was •231,957  13 

On  accounts  of  the  past  year 237, 475  03 

Total  of  collections  and  credits $469,432  16 


Amoont  remaining  dne  to  the  United  StateB  Jnne  30, 1862. . .         818, 010  13 


Of  this  sum  there 4s  in  snit S461,  Oil  15 

And  not  in  snit 356,  998  98 


818,010  13 


The  above  sum  of  $461,  Oil  15,  alleged  to  be  in  snit,  indndes  the  balance 
of  $170,947  67  dne  from  Isaac  V.  Fowler,  late  defanlting  postmaster  at  New 
Toik,  referred  to  in  a  former  part  of  this  report,  as  well  as  rerj  laige  sums  doe 
hy  late  postmasten  at  New  Orleans,  Lonisiana,  a  late  postmaster  at  MobSie, 
Alabama,  and  divers  other  late  postmasters  at  offices  in  the  rebeUione  States,  §at 
the  c<^ection  of  which  no  steps  ooold  be  taken,  daring  the  fiscal  year. 

BALANCBS  DUB  TO  LATB  P06TBIASTBB8. 

Balances  apparendj  dne  to  late  postmasters  between  Jnlj  1, 
1845,  and  June  30, 1861,  as  stated  in  the  last  annual  report 
of  this  office $277, 229  07 

Which  has  been  increased  bj  the  allowance  of  additional 

Tonchem 2, 856  02 


Total  dne  to  Jane  30, 1861 260,085  09 

Amount  paid  or  closed  hy  adjustment  during  the  year  of  ba- 
lances dne  prior  to  June  30, 1861 15,811  06 

Balance  dne  to  June  30, 1861 264, 274  03 

Add  amount  due  to  late  postmasters  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  • .  72,  792  22 

Total  amount  of  balances  dne  to  late  postmastexs  337, 066  25 

Amomit  paid  or  closed  by  adjustment  daring  the  year 25, 614  44 

Amount  apparently  doe  to  late  postmasters  July  1, 1862. ...  311,  451  81 


SUITS. 

The  amount  due  by  late  postmasters  whose  terms  of  office  ex- 

Sired  between  July  1,  1845,  and  June  30,  1861,  for  the  col- 
M^tion  of  which  suits  were  instituted  prior  to  June  30, 1861, 

as  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  of  wis  office,  was $202,  075  92 

Add  amount  of  221  new  cases  commenced  daring  the  fiscal 
^  year,  for  the  collection  of  balances  due  on  accounts  prior  to 

June  30,  1861 67,944  07 

Add,  also,  amount  of  40  new  cases  on  accounts  of  the  last  fis- 
cal year 8,524  55 

Amount  in  suit  during  the  year 278  544  54 

Amount  collected  during  the  year 17,  992  81 

Leaving  still  due,  June  30,  1862 260,552  23 
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Of  tlie  said  sum  of  $260,552  23  there  is  due  by  late  postmasters  in  Califor- 
nia, on  accounts  prior  to  June  30,  1857,  tlie  sum  of  64,315  94,  which,  as  is  al- 
leged in  the  last   annual   report  of  this  office,  may  be  regained  as  lost  to  the 
United  States — the  defendants  being  insolvent. 
In  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  of  the  suits  instituted  during 
the  year,  judgments  have  been  recovered  in  favor  of  the 
United  States ;  seventy-five  of  them  have  been  concluded, 

and  this  sum  paid  into  the  treasury 

llie  amount  collected  during  the  year  on  30  accounts  for  the  collec- 
tion of  which  suit  was  commenced  pnor  to  June  30, 1861,  was  6,  743  13 


$11,278  18 


Total 


EMOLUMENTS  AND  CaMMISSIONS. 


17,992  31 


A  surplus  of  emoluments  and  commissions  accrued  at  the  following  post  of- 
iioPSt  after  deducting  the  maximum  compensation  of  $2,000  per  annum,  of  the 
postmasters,  and  the  necessary  incidental  expenses  of  the  offices,  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  viz : 


Alexandria,  Va. $3,931  77 

Albany,  N.  Y 5,  038  07 

Alleghany  City,  Pa 91  57 

Annapolis,  Md 904  23 

Baltimore,  Md 8,  582  14 

Boston,  Mass 16,104  51 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y 1,  305  44 

Buffalo,  N.  Y 5,  262  69 

Bridgeport,  Conn 48  19 

Cleveland,  Ohio 3,  874  59 

Columbus,  Ohio 16  03 

Chicago,  111 20,774  77 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 9,  767  04 

Concord,  N.H 7  59 

Charlestown,  Mass 34  35 

Cairo,  111 4,  357  06 

Cumberland,  Md 302  40 

Detroit,  Mich 14,  371  62 

Dayton,  Ohio 103  43 

Dubuque,  Iowa 1, 545  60 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 592  71 

Erie,  Pa. 276  63 

Elmira,  N.  Y 275  49 

Evansville,  Ind 419  29 

Frederick,  Md 1, 139  51 

Georgetown,  D.  C 152  27 

Hartford,  Conn 609  18 

Harrisburg,  Pa 2,140  70 

Indianapolis,  Ind 6,  069  80 

Jersey  City,  N.  J 1,  331  41 

Keokuk,  Iowa 339  44 

Kensington,  Pa 947  02 

I^ouisville,  Ky 7,  448  49 

Lancaster,  Pa 539  37 

Lockport,  N.  Y 204  77 

Milwaukio,   Wis i,  830  18 

Manchester,  N.  H 125  »1 

Madison,  Wis 481  72 


New  Bedford,  Mass $162  60 

Newark,  N.  J 1, 237  89 

New  York,  N.  Y. . . , 88,  464  42 


923  86 

195  84 

47  70 

411  03 

5,  039  20 


New  Haven,  Conn 

Newport,  R.  I 

Nelv  Brunswick,  N.  J.  — 

Oswego,  N.  Y 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Va. . . 

Portland,  Me 3,  637  59 

Philadelphia,  Pa 10,  754  36 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 10,  502  46 

Providence,  R.  1 684  19 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y 625  63. 

Paducah,  Ky 143  22 

Rochester,  N.  Y 963  43 

Reading,  Pa 55  78 

Richmond,  Ind 14  33 

Raleigh,  Mo 845  56 

St.  Louis,  Mo 15,  829  78 

Syracuse,  N.Y 151  38 

Salem,  Mass 230  27 

Springfield,  Mass 680  74 

Springfield,  111 804  28 

Sacramento,  Cal 802  18 

St.  Joseph,  Mo 903  61 

Toledo,  Ohio 3,  491  13> 

Troy,  N.  Y. 163:  62: 

Trenton,  N.J 761  1§. 

Utica,  N.Y 141  OX 

Washington,  D.  C 15,  593  47 

Wheeling,  Va .•. . .     2,  5IJ  4  55 

835  79 

714  34 

829  73 

11  09 


Worcester,  Mass 

Wilmington,  DcL  - : 

Williamsburg,  N.Y....'. 
Watertown,  N..Y 


Total :. .   290,  505  57 


s- 
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834  REPOBT'OF  ^THB  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Tlio  foregoing  surplus  of  emolamcntfl  and  commissions,  exceeds,  in  the  a^rp^ 
gate,  that  whicli  accrued  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  XSGl,  in  the 
cum  of  $46,101  37. 

SUMMARY  OP  PRINCIPAL  LABORS. 

Tlie  following  brief  summary  indic&tes,  partially,  the  chief  labors  pcrform-u 
by  the  office  during  the  last  fiscal  year : 

Tlie  number  of  quarterly  accounts  of  postmasters  adjusted,  audited^ 

and  registered,  was 77,100 

llie  number  of  stamp  and  stamped  envelope  accounts  examined, 

compared,  and  restated 79,6 16 

The  number  of  accounts  of  mail  contractors  audited  and  reported 

for  payment-^ 14,740 

The  number  of  accounts  of  special  and  route  agents  audited  and  re- 
ported for  payment 4,6(M) 

The  number  of  accounts  of  special  contractors  and  mail  messengers 

audited  and  reported  for  payment 15,9S5 

The  number  of  miscellaneous  accounts  audited  and  reported  for 

payment 16.'> 

The  number  of  accounts  for  paper  and  printing  post  office  blanks 

audited  and  reported  for  payment 21 

The  number  of  accounts  for  advertising  audited  and  reported  for 

pajkTnrnt 124 

The  number  of  suits  conmaenced .   261 

The  number  of  accounts  of  United  States  attorneys  and  marshals, 
and  of  clerks  of  United  States  courts,  adjusted  and  reported  for 

payment 143 

The  number  of  collection  orders  issued  to  mail  contractors 61,055 

'  Tlie  number  of  collection  drafts  issued 8,3i»0 

The  number  of  department  drafts  countersigned  and  registered 15,314 

The  numWr  of  department  warrants  countersigned  and  registered . .  4,970 

The  numbor.of  letters  received 1 17,317 

The  nuuil)er.of  letters  prepared,  recorded,  and  mafled S2,S7o 

The  number  of  folio-post  pages  of  correspondence  recorded  in  the 

nuscellaneous  letter  book ' -  S9o 

The  number  of  pages  recorded  in  the  collection  letter  book, -  4,315 

The  numlHT-of  pages  recoidcd  in  the  suit  letter  book 476 

The  nunil>er  of  pages  recorded  in  the  report  letter  book 203 

The  number  of  accounts  on  the  ledgers 7o,9Sl 

The  number  of  corrected  quarterly  accounts  of  postmasters  copied, 

restated,  and  mailed - 20,500 

There  hai»  als^o  hovn  collected  by  drafts  of  this  office,  from  present 
postmasters — a  description  of  labor  not  hitherto  performed  by 
this  ottice — ^the  sima  of S4S,241  25 

COXCLCSIQX. 

In  vit'w  of  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  countiy,  it  is  peculiarly  gratifyins: 
lo  be  able  to  state,  that  the  foregoing  report  exhibits  the  finances  of  the  Pn^l 
Ollioe  Di'jvirtment,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnnc  30,  1862,  in  a  very  favorable 
asip»'ct,  when  contracted  with  their  condition  in  previous  fiscal  years. 

It  will.  likewise,  be  perceivetl  that  tlie  diversified ojierations  of  this  offico^lnve, 
during  the  fisc;i]  year,  been  unusually  extensive,  as  well  as  ver}'  sncee^^ful.  A* 
a  pniiniiunit  instance,  amongst  the  many  others  presented  in  the  n>jwrt,  of  thr 
unexampled  succe;?^  attending  the  steady  and  energetic  labors  of  the  gi-ntlemen 
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c^mployed  in  the  office,  I  point  with  peculiar  satisfaction  to  the  extraordinary 
«um  of  $476,447  39,  collected  firom  late  postmasters  alone,  notwithstanding  the 
f^ii£tpension  of  our  postal  operations  in  the  insurrectionary  States,  and  the  general 
financial  embarrassment  throiigliout  the  country,  occasioned  by  the  rebellion. 
This  exceeds  the  amount  collected  from  the  same  description  of  debtors,  in  the 
iiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1861,  by  the  sum  of  $179,212  23.  It  is,  also, 
$296,907  73  greater  than  the  sum  collected  durij^  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1860 ;  and  vastly  exceeds  the  amount  collected  in  any  previous  fiscal  year, 
when  the  whole  country  was  united,  peacefiil  and  prosperous. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  ADAMS,  Auditor. 

Hon.  M.  Blatr, 

Postmaster  General. 


® 
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